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MOTOR VEHICLE SHAPED MINT AND GUM 
CONTAINERS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of pend 
ing patent application Ser. No. 10/391748, ?led Mar. 20, 
2003, Which is a continuation of pending patent application 
Ser. No. 10/266624, ?led Oct. 9, 2002 and Which claims 
priority to provisional application No. 60/389900 ?led Jun. 
20, 2002. 

FIELD O THE INVENTION 

[0002] The ?eld of the invention is mint and gum con 
tainers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] There are many types of containers and objects 
With ornamental designs. Most of these containers and 
objects have at least some functional purpose, such as lunch 
boxes and candy tins. These containers can vary greatly in 
siZe and shape, as is shoWn in the related art. 

[0004] Us. Pat. No. Des. 343,116 issued to Reger, out 
lines an ornamental design for a package for confectionery 
products. 
[0005] Us. Pat. No. Des. 382,476 issued to Bell, outlines 
an ornamental design for a boX for candy arid nuts. 

[0006] Us. Pat. No. Des. 408,211 issued to Cordell, 
outlines an ornamental design for a cake pan in the shape of 
a car. 

[0007] Us. Pat. No. Des. 424,931 issued to Teasdale et al., 
outlines an ornamental design for a packaged food carton. 

[0008] Us. Pat. No. Des. 431,463 and US. Pat. No. Des. 
437,219 issued to Gallart et al., outlines ornamental designs 
for a package for confectioneries. 

[0009] Us. Pat. No. Des. 438,115 issued to CaldWell, 
outlines an ornamental design for a domed display lid for a 
decorative boX. 

[0010] Us. Pat. No. Des. 460,354 issued to Goldiner et 
al., outlines an ornamental design of a skull boX. 

[0011] Us. Pat. No. 6,006,945 issued to Kirkland, out 
lines the use of a container structure suitable for containing 
non-beverage materials, such as solid or semi-solid foods or 
non-food items. The container structure is siZed and shaped 
to be dispensed from a vending machine and con?gured for 
dispensing conventional drink cans. Accordingly, food items 
and non-food items alike may be made readily available to 
the public from conventional canned vending machines. 

[0012] Us. Pat. No. 6,325,211 issued to Greiner, outlines 
the use of a decorative container for displaying items in 
internal cavities and includes an inner container and an outer 
container, de?ning a holloW region therebetWeen. The deco 
rative container also includes a plurality of dividers Within 
the holloW region separating the region into a plurality of 
internal cavities. The outer container also includes a remov 
able plate, con?gured to provide access to each of the 
internal cavities, so that decorative objects Within the inter 
nal cavities can be easily changed or rearranged. 

[0013] Us. Pat. No. 6,328,163 issued to Coleman et al., 
outlines a morphing candy holding device that includes a 
main housing With a primary chamber and secondary cham 
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ber. The primary chamber includes an aperture through 
Which a piece of candy secured in the primary chamber can 
be pushed upWard for consumption by a consumer. A loWer 
housing includes a candy stick holder in the primary cham 
ber Which pushes the candy up through the aperture for 
consumption. Asecondary electrical circuit includes a poWer 
source, an integrated circuit and a control sWitch for con 
trolling the electrical circuitry. The electrical circuitry in 
addition to the integrated circuit includes four LED lights 
Which are in a series from a bottom of the secondary 
chamber to an upper end of the chamber. The LED lights 
shine through a series of transition pictures Which change 
from one form to another form from the loWer end of the 
secondary chamber to the upper end of the secondary 
chamber. 

[0014] It is knoWn to sell automobile shaped candies 
Wrapped in foil. The “containers” in that case appear to be 
merely foil Wrappers, and have no distinct top and bottom 
sections as those terms are used herein. The present inven 
tors also believe there may eXist prior art automobile or other 
specialty-shaped containers that are sold With a large bag of 
candies inside. But such combinations are not useful for 
mints and other candies that are typically sold as loose items 
inside a small mint or gum tin. 

[0015] Thus, there remains a considerable need for small 
specialty shaped containers for holding loose, unWrapped 
mints or candies. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] The present invention provides methods and appa 
ratus in Which a container has mating top and bottom 
portions that de?ne a cavity, a plurality of food pieces 
disposed unWrapped inside the cavity; and the container 
having an overall shape of a motor vehicle. 

[0017] The container is preferably spray painted or coated 
in some other manner to enhance its appearance as a motor 

vehicle, and in especially preferred embodiments as a race 
car. Thus, the container could advantageously be coated With 
a substance that shoWs the Wheels as black, the body as 
having bright colors With logos, entrant identifying numerals 
and so forth. 

[0018] Contemplated logos especially include racing-re 
lated company logos such as those of automobile manufac 
turers, engine and parts manufacturers, oil and fuel suppli 
ers, and so forth. Containers can also have a NASCAR® or 
similar logo, official coloring, or other identifying symbol. 

[0019] The cavity of the container can open in any suitable 
manner, but is especially contemplated to include a pivot, 
and additionally a quick-release mechanism that assists in 
opening the cavity. 

[0020] The cavity preferably contains at least 25, or more 
preferably 50, 75 or even more pieces. Such pieces can have 
different colors, ?avors, designations and so forth, but are 
preferably sections of a relatively feW substantially fungible 
choices, such as the different colors in M&Ms®. Mints are 
especially preferred, as are automobile shaped pieces. The 
mint or gum can be freely movable Within the cavity, as 
opposed for eXample, to being contained Within a bag, or 
individually sealed such as Would be the case With taffy or 
other sticky products. 
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[0021] Various objects, features, aspects and advantages 
of the present invention Will become more apparent from the 
following detailed description of preferred embodiments of 
the invention, along With the accompanying draWings in 
Which like numerals represent like components. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] FIG. I is an environmental, perspective vieW of a 
guitar embodiment of a candy and gum container, according 
to the present invention. 

[0023] FIG. 2 is an exploded overhead perspective vieW 
of a guitar embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0024] FIG. 3 is an overhead perspective vieW of a hinged 
guitar embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0025] FIG. 4 is an exploded overhead perspective vieW 
of a racecar embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0026] FIG. 4A is an exploded overhead perspective vieW 
of a second racecar embodiment of a candy and gum 
container. 

[0027] FIG. 5 is an overhead perspective vieW of a hinged 
racecar embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0028] FIG. 6 is an exploded overhead perspective vieW 
of a surfboard embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0029] FIG. 7 is a front perspective vieW of a compact 
embodiment of a candy and gum container With an inside 
mirror. 

[0030] FIG. 8 is an exploded overhead perspective vieW 
of a star embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0031] FIG. 9 is an exploded overhead perspective vieW 
of an ice cream cone embodiment of a candy and gum 
container. 

[0032] FIG. 10 is a front overhead perspective vieW of a 
book embodiment of a candy and gum container. 

[0033] FIG. 11 is a front overhead perspective vieW of a 
lighter embodiment of a candy and gum I container. 

[0034] FIG. 12 is an environmental, perspective vieW of a 
surfboard shaped candy and gum container depicting the 
quick release mechanism. 

[0035] FIG. 13 is an exploded vieW of the surfboard 
shaped candy container depicting the separated top and 
bottom portions. 

[0036] FIG. 14 is a side vieW of the surfboard shaped 
candy container depicting the top portion in a closed posi 
tion over the top portion. 

[0037] FIG. 15 is a perspective vieW of a race car shaped 
container according to the present invention, shoW in a 
closed position. 

[0038] FIG. 16 is a perspective vieW of the container of 
FIG. 15, shoW in an open position that displays the con 
tained mint or gum pieces. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0039] In FIG. 1 a candy and gum container 10 has an 
overall shape of a guitar or guitar case, and generally 
comprises a top portion 20 and a bottom portion 30. The top 
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portion 20 has a top surface 22 and sideWalls 24. The bottom 
portion 30 has a bottom surface 32 and sideWalls 34. The top 
portion 20 aligns together With and closes over the bottom 
portion 30, forming the container 10 for holding candy C 
and the like. In some embodiments, for example, the top 
portion 20 and bottom portion 30 can also be completely 
separated and opened into tWo separate pieces that form the 
candy and gum container 10. 

[0040] In another embodiment of the candy and gum 
container 10, the top portion 20 can also be hinged together 
With a small Wire hinge 45 to the bottom portion 30, 
alloWing the candy and gum container 10 to be opened and 
closed as desired by the user. The candy and gum container 
10 is preferably made of metal, although other suitable 
materials could be used. The hinged and non-hinged candy 
and gum containers 10 are structurally identical, except for 
the hinge 45 being added to the hinged candy and gum 
container 10. Both candy and gum containers are shoWn in 
FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, respectively. 

[0041] FIG. 4 depicts an additional embodiment in the 
shape of a racecar 50. As in FIGS. 1-3, container 50 
comprises a top portion 60 and a bottom portion 70, the top 
portion 60 having a top surface 62 With sideWalls 64 on the 
perimeter of the top surface 62. The bottom portion 70 has 
a bottom surface 72 With sideWalls 74 on the perimeter of the 
bottom surface 72. This candy and gum container 50 can 
have a separate top portion 60 and a separate bottom portion 
70 or have the top portion 60 hinged to the bottom portion 
70 With a small Wire hinge 85, as shoWn in FIG. 5. 

[0042] FIG. 4A depicts an additional embodiment of a 
styliZed racecar tin 350. The styliZed racecar 350 comprises 
a top portion 360 having a top surface 362 and a bottom 
portion 370 having a bottom surface 372. The top portion 
includes a front Windshield 364, a rear WindoW 368 and tWo 
side WindoWs 366. A back bumper portion 369 is included 
on the top portion. The bottom portion further comprises a 
plurality of Wheel portions 376 and ?n 374. The term “tin” 
is used herein as a euphemism to include all thin Walled 
small metal containers, regardless of Whether they actually 
comprise tin. 

[0043] FIG. 6 depicts yet an additional embodiment, one 
that is in the shape of a surfboard 90. Like the previously 
described embodiments, this container 90 comprises a top 
portion 100 and a bottom portion 110, the top portion 100 
having a top surface 102 and sideWalls 104 on the perimeter 
of the top surface 102 and the bottom portion 110 having a 
bottom surface 112 and sideWalls 114 on the perimeter of the 
bottom surface 112. 

[0044] FIG. 7 depicts an additional embodiment, one that 
is in the shape of a rhombohedron 120. Once again, this 
container 120 comprises a top portion 130 and a bottom 
portion 140, the top portion 130 having a top surface 132 and 
sideWalls 134 on the perimeter of the top surface 132 and the 
bottom portion 140 having a bottom surface 142 and side 
Walls 144 on the perimeter of the bottom surface 142. 

[0045] FIG. 8 depicts yet another embodiment, one that is 
in the shape of a star 170. Container 170 comprises a top 
portion 180 and a bottom portion 190, the top portion 180 
having a top surface 182 and sideWalls 184 on the perimeter 
of the top surface 182 and the bottom portion 190 having a 
bottom surface 192 and sideWalls 194 on the perimeter of the 
bottom surface 192. 
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[0046] FIG. 9 depicts yet another embodiment, one hav 
ing the overall shape of an ice cream cone 200. Container 
200 comprises a top portion 210 and a bottom portion 220, 
the top portion 210 having a top surface 212 and sidewalls 
214 on the perimeter of the top surface 212 and the bottom 
portion 220 having a bottom surface 222 and sideWalls 224 
on the perimeter of the bottom surface 222. 

[0047] FIG. 10 depicts yet another embodiment, one 
having the overall shape of a book 230. Container 230 
comprises a top portion 240 and a bottom portion 250, the 
top portion 240 having a top surface 242 and sideWalls 244 
on the perimeter of the top surface 242 and the bottom 
portion 250 having a bottom surface 252 and sideWalls 254 
on the perimeter of the bottom surface 252. 

[0048] FIG. 11 depicts yet another embodiment, one hav 
ing the overall shape of a cigarette lighter container 270. 
Container 270 is comprised of a top portion 280 and a 
bottom portion 290 coupled at hinges 300; the top portion 
280 having a top surface 282 and sideWalls 284 on the 
perimeter of the top surface 282 and the bottom portion 290 
having a bottom surface 292 and sideWalls 294 on the 
perimeter of the bottom surface 292. 

[0049] In each of FIGS. 1-11 the top portions align With 
and close over the corresponding bottom portions to form a 
cavity Within the container. The top and bottom portions can 
be completely separable, or can alternatively be pivotally 
coupled, such as With a small Wire hinges. 

[0050] FIG. 12 depicts yet another embodiment, one 
having an overall shape of a surfboard. Container 90 com 
prises a quick release mechanism 101. The quick release 
mechanism 101 is located on the top surface of the candy 
and gum container 90. In the preferred embodiment depicted 
in FIG. 12 the quick release mechanism is a press-to-open 
button. The quick release mechanism, hoWever, is not lim 
ited in this manner and may be any quick release mechanism 
knoWn to those in the ?eld. The container depicted in FIG. 
12 is the surfboard container 90, hoWever, the quick release 
mechanism may be applied to any of the other embodiments 
disclosed herein. 

[0051] FIG. 13 depicts an exploded vieW of the container 
90 of FIG. 12, shoWing a top portion 102 and a bottom 
portion 110. The top portion 102 has a miniature surfboard 
110, sides 104, and bottom rim 103. The bottom portion 110 
has an upper rim 105, side Walls 114 and bottom rim 112. 

[0052] FIG. 14 depicts the top portion 100 of container 90 
in a closed position over the bottom portion 110. In the 
closed position the top lip 103 slides over the bottom lip 105 
and secures the top portion 100 over the bottom portion 110. 
The quick release mechanism 101 provides a means for 
easily releasing the top portion 100 from the bottom portion 
110. When a force is applied to the quick release mechanism 
101 the top lip 103 is released and slides back over the 
bottom lip 105. This releases the top portion 100 of the 
container 90 from the bottom portion 110. 

[0053] In FIG. 15 a container 400 generally comprises a 
top section 410, a bottom section 420 and a hinge 430. The 
top 410 and bottom 420 sections mate to de?ne a cavity 440 
that contains a plurality of unWrapped food pieces 450 (best 
seen in FIG. 16). 

[0054] Container 400 has the overall shape of a motor 
vehicle. In the particular example of FIG. 1 the overall 

Jan. 13, 2005 

motor vehicle shape is established by the presence of 
visually recogniZable Wheels 411, doors 412, hood 413, roof 
414, trunk 415, and WindoWs 416. Naturally, a reasonable 
person Would never confuse the container With a real auto 
mobile, among other things because of the lack of function 
ality, differences in siZe, and so forth. The Wheels 411 are 
merely representations of Wheels, are not separate compo 
nents, and do not turn. Similarly the doors 412, hood 413, 
trunk 415, and WindoWs 416 do not even open. But these 
distinctions do not preclude the container 400 from having 
the overall shape of a motor vehicle. 

[0055] The top 410 and bottom 420 sections are preferably 
hard, and have a ?xed shape. Suitable materials for these 
sections are tin, aluminum, steel or other metal or alloy, hard 
plastics and the like. Alternatively, pliable materials could be 
used, such as a ?exible plastic. Of course multiple different 
materials could be used to manufacture the top and bottom 
sections, rather than a single material, but the use of multiple 
materials may be undesirable from a cost standpoint. Pre 
ferred containers such as container 400 are small, Which in 
this application means that they Would ?t comfortably into 
a pants pocket. In numeric terms, that Would generally mean 
having a volume of less than 50 cc, more preferably less than 
30 cc, and even more preferably less than 20 cc. 

[0056] Suitable containers are preferably spray painted or 
coated in some other manner to enhance its appearance as a 
motor vehicle. The coating can be applied directly to the 
outside of the container, or be printed on a shrink Wrap or 
other material and applied indirectly to the container. In 
especially preferred embodiments the container is coated to 
look like a race car. Thus, the container could advanta 
geously be coated With a substance that shoWs the Wheels as 
black, the body as having bright colors With logos, entrant 
identifying numerals and so forth. 

[0057] Contemplated logos 417 include especially racing 
related company logos such as those of automobile manu 
facturers, engine and parts manufacturers, oil and fuel 
suppliers, and so forth. Containers can also have a 
NASCAR® or similar logo, of?cial coloring, or other iden 
tifying symbol. Container 400 also has one or more numer 
als 418, Which along With colored car body sections and 
other indicia 417, are intended to replicate that Which might 
be seen in actual race cars. 

[0058] In FIG. 16, the cavity 440 of the container 400 can 
open in any suitable manner, but is especially contemplated 
to be opened by pivoting the top and bottom sections 410, 
420 at a hinge 430 or other pivot. Independently, preferred 
embodiments can optionally also include a push button or 
other quick-release mechanism 462 that assists in opening 
the cavity 440. 

[0059] The cavity 440 preferably contains at least 25, or 
more preferably at least 50, at least 75 or even more pieces 
450 of mint or gums. Contemplated pieces 450 can be 
entirely fungible, such as substantially identical mints, or 
alternatively different ones of the pieces 450 have different 
colors, ?avors, designations and so forth, While still com 
prising sections of a relatively feW substantially fungible 
choices, such as the different colors in M&Ms®. Pieces 450 
are advantageously shaped in a generaliZed automobile 
shape, and optionally also include a numeral 452, Which can 
further imply a racing car connection. The mint or gum can 
be freely movable Within the cavity 440, as opposed for 




