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ABSTRACT 

A cigarette having reduced ignition propensity and machine 
for making the cigarette is disclosed. The machine applies a 
material in longitudinal bands onto the cigarette Wrapper for 
reducing the ignition propensity of the cigarette. The mate 
rial may be applied by roller, spray or printing. 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 30, 2004 Sheet 1 0f 3 US 2004/0261805 A1 

21 

\i /26 

20 -<------------------—---- 
FIG. 1 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 30, 2004 Sheet 2 0f 3 US 2004/0261805 A1 

F16- 2.0 

FIG. 2B 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 30, 2004 Sheet 3 0f 3 US 2004/0261805 A1 



US 2004/0261805 A1 

SMOKING ARTICLE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO PRIOR APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims priority to US. Provisional 
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/376,494, ?led on Apr. 30, 
2002, Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to a process for making a 
smoking article and more particularly for a process for 
applying an additive to cigarette paper prior to the cigarette 
paper entering a cigarette maker. 

[0003] It is common place in the manufacturing of smok 
ing articles, particularly cigarettes, to treat cigarette papers 
With additives to control the burn rate of the cigarettes. 
Particularly, it is common practice to add additives, such as 
chalk and the like in the manufacturing of cigarette Wrap 
ping paper to loWer the permeability of papers as this 
reduces the ability of a burning cigarette to ignite a com 
bustible material. Moreover, in some cases the loWer per 
meable paper provides for a self-extinguishing cigarette if 
the cigarette is left to burn undisturbed for a period of time. 
It is Well knoWn to coat cigarette Wrapping papers in either 
the initial manufacturing of the paper itself or shortly 
thereafter. The cigarette Wrapping papers With additives are 
then stored for a period of time prior to their use in the 
manufacturing of a smoking article. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] It is an object of the present invention to apply 
additives to a cigarette Wrapping paper in the cigarette 
making process just upstream of a cigarette maker. 

[0005] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a smoking article Wherein the cigarette paper has 
been treated online in a cigarette making process With the 
addition of additives either from a printing, spraying, or hot 
melt application. 

[0006] It is another object of the present invention to use 
any type of cigarette Wrapping paper having a paper porosity 
of 10 Coresta units or higher in the manufacturing of a 
smoking article With controlled burn rate properties. 

[0007] Particularly, the present invention is directed to a 
process for making a smoking article Wherein a spool of 
cigarette Wrapping paper is fed to a cigarette maker and just 
before the paper enter the cigarette maker, a selected addi 
tive, such as a burn control agent, is applied to the paper. 

[0008] Additional objects, features and advantages of the 
invention Will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon consideration of the folloWing description of the 
preferred embodiment exemplifying the best mode of car 
rying out the invention as presently perceived. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The detailed description particularly refers to the 
accompanying ?gures in Which: 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic vieW depicting the pro 
cess of making the smoking article of the present invention; 

[0011] FIG. 2A shoWs a paper sample of the present 
invention including a plurality of longitudinal bands of 
additives to a long piece of cigarette paper; 
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[0012] FIG. 2B shoWs a sample of a cigarette Wrapping 
paper have transversely extending bands of additives on the 
paper; 

[0013] FIG. 2C shoWs a sample of a cigarette paper With 
continuous longitudinal bands of additives; 

[0014] FIG. 2D shoWs a sample of a cigarette Wrapping 
paper With random longitudinal bands of additives on the 
paper; 

[0015] FIG. 2E shoWs a sample of cigarette Wrapping 
paper With random longitudinal bands of additives; 

[0016] FIG. 2F shoWs a sample of a cigarette Wrapping 
paper With continuous longitudinal bands of additives on the 
paper; 

[0017] FIG. 2G shoWs a sample of a cigarette Wrapping 
paper With random longitudinal bands of additives; and, 

[0018] FIG. 2H shoWs a sample of a cigarette Wrapping 
paper With random longitudinal bands of additives. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0019] As shoWn in FIG. 1, a supply roll of cigarette 
Wrapper paper 10 is fed to a cigarette making machine 16. 
The cigarette Wrapper paper 10 may be any commercially 
available type and preferably has a porosity higher than 10 
Coresta units With or Without citrate or other burn additives. 
The cigarette making machine 16 may be any knoWn in the 
art such as a Hauni Protos 90 type. BetWeen the supply roll 
of paper 10 and the entrance to the cigarette maker 16 is an 
additive station 13 Which applies a selected additive to the 
paper from an additive supply source identi?ed by the 
numeral 12. The additives may be applied to the cigarette 
Wrapper paper 10 at the additive station 13 and includes, for 
example, starch, modi?ed starch, such as starch esters, 
ethylene vinyl acetate (EVA), pectins, carrageenans, algi 
nates, cellulose base compounds (for example hydroxy 
propyl cellulose (hydroxy ethyl cellulose), shellac (confec 
tioner’s glaZe), Waxes polyols (for example, mannitol, iso 
malt), and polysaccharides. Furthermore, tobacco dust may 
be used as an additive. Any mixtures of these additives may 
also be combined With plasticers, Waxes, ?llers, oils, pig 
ments, ?oW modi?ers, or other compounds that can be 
applied on the paper in order to form a ?lm or become an 
integral part of the cigarette paper 10. At the additive 
application station 13, the additives may be applied to the 
paper in any Well knoWn technique, such as printing, spray 
ing, or preferably a hot melt application. Moreover, drying 
can be used With any of these means of applying the 
additives to the paper. The additive is also generally applied 
in stripes or bands along the paper as the paper is fed to the 
cigarette maker 16. 

[0020] The cigarette Wrapper paper 10 such as the additive 
stripes 102, as shoWn in FIG. 2A on the paper Wrapper 
sample 100, is received in the tobacco rod forming assembly 
20 Which includes a garniture for Wrapping the tobacco 
Which is received from a tobacco fed metering assembly 18. 
The metering assembly 18 receives tobacco from a selected 
tobacco source, as identi?ed by the numeral 14. Upon 
leaving the tobacco rod forming assembly 20 in the cigarette 
maker 16, the resulting Wrapped tobacco rod is cut and a 
?lter from a ?lter supply source identi?ed by the numeral 21 
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attaches the ?lter to the paper Wrapped tobacco rod. The 
resulting ?nished cigarette is then removed by conveying 
means, identi?ed by the numeral 24, to a packaging machine 
for insertion into a package of cigarettes. 

[0021] As shoWn in FIGS. 2A-2H are cigarette paper 
samples having additive stripes applied thereto as illustra 
tions of some of the different types of geometric con?gu 
rations Which may be applied to a cigarette paper. FIG. 2A 
shoWs an elongated section of cigarette paper having four 
longitudinal stripes or bands therealong. Additive material is 
generally 2 mg or more per 50 mm of paper. For example, 
in using ethyl vinyl acetate, 22 mg of EVA Were used per 56 
mm of paper Whereas for shellac, 16 mg of shellac Was used 
per 56 mm of paper. Also, 80% mannitol to 20% starch may 
be applied at a concentration of 11 mg per 56 mm of paper. 
In a preferred application the compounds are applied 
through a hot melt applicator and the type of noZZle used 
With the applicator Will depend upon the type of material 
used and the concentration. 

[0022] As shoWn in FIG. 2B, the additive bands may also 
be transverse of the cigarette paper as illustrated by the 
eXample of the cigarette sample paper 110 having the 
transversely extending bands 112 therealong. As shoWn in 
FIG. 2C, the cigarette Wrapper sample 120 includes three 
bands of additive 122 and the bands have a Width of 5 mm, 
are spaced 4 mm apart, and are 2 mm from each side. FIG. 
2D shoWs a cigarette sample paper 130 having three bands 
identi?ed by the numeral 132 Which are 5 mm in Width and 
spaced 4 mm apart and 2 mm from the side. Each of the three 
bands is 20 mm long. TWo middle bands of additives, 
identi?ed as 132a have a Width of 4 mm and are also 20 mm 
long and ?t in betWeen the gaps of the opposing ends of the 
three bands 132. 

[0023] FIG. 2E illustrates another cigarette paper 140 
having a plurality of random longitudinal bands identi?ed by 
the numeral 142. In this sample each band has a Width of 7 
mm and is 12 mm in length. An offset of 2 mm eXist betWeen 
adjacent bands With a distance betWeen the aligned ends is 
15 mm. FIG. 2F illustrates another cigarette paper Wrapper 
sample 150 Which has four continuous longitudinal bands, 
identi?ed as 152. Each band is 4 mm in Width and spaced 3 
mm apart and 1 mm from each side. FIG. 2G depicts 
another cigarette paper sample 160 Which has a plurality of 
random longitudinal bands, three bands at each end identi 
?ed by the numeral 162 and tWo middle bands identi?ed as 
162A. The additives bands 162 have a Width of 5 mm and 
are spaced 4 mm apart and 2 mm from each side. Each band 
162 is 20 mm in length. The tWo middle bands 162a have a 
Width of 4 mm and are 28 mm. long Which ?ts in betWeen 
the gaps of the 3 ends bands 162 on each end With an overlap 
of 4 mm. With each of the three end bands 162. In the 
cigarette Wrapper sample of FIG. 2H the cigarette Wrapper 
paper 170 is shoWn With a plurality of random longitudinal 
bands identi?ed by the numeral 172. Each additive band 172 
has a Width of 7 mm and is 21 mm in length. An offset of 
7 mm eXists betWeen adjacent bands 172. The distance from 
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aXially aligned bands from the ?rst roW of bands 172 to the 
second roW of bands 172 is 20 mm. 

[0024] The foregoing description has been set forth With 
reference to a preferred process and speci?c eXamples of 
geometric con?gurations illustrating additive stripes or 
bands on cigarette paper. It is realiZed that other geometric 
con?gurations can also be used, Without departing from the 
scope and spirit of the invention. Moreover, variations and 
modi?cations eXist Within the scope and spirit of the inven 
tion as understood by one skilled in the art. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for manufacturing a controlled burn rate 

cigarette, comprising: 
a cigarette maker having an additive station in ?uid 

communication With a additive supply source, said 
additive applied to said additive applied to a Web of 
cigarette Wrapper material having porosity of at least 10 
coresta units in a plurality of transverse bands each 
betWeen about 2 mm and 8 mm in Width and spaced at 
least about 2 mm to 4 mm apart onto said Wrapper of 
said controlled burn rate cigarette, said maker further 
having a drying station positioned betWeen said addi 
tive station and a garniture formed on said maker, said 
additive station applying said additive at a rate of about 
2 mg. or more per 50 mm of paper. 

2. An apparatus for manufacturing a controlled burn rate 
cigarette, comprising: 

a cigarette maker having an additive station said additive 
station applying an additive onto said controlled burn 
rate cigarette, said additive applied in a plurality of 
transverse bands, each of said bands betWeen about 2 
mm and 8 mm in Width on a Wrapper for said controlled 
burn rate cigarette, said Wrapper having porosity of at 
least 10 coresta units, said plurality of transverse bands 
being up to about 20 mm in length and spaced at least 
about 2 mm to 4 mm apart onto said Wrapper of said 
controlled burn rate cigarette; 

said Wrapper passing through said cigarette maker and 
through said additive station to a drying station. 

3. The apparatus for manufacturing a controlled burn rate 
cigarette of claim 2 Wherein said additive station is a hot 
melt application station. 

4. The apparatus for manufacturing a controlled burn rate 
cigarette of claim 2 Wherein said additive station is a 
spraying station having a noZZle, said noZZle in ?uid com 
munication With a container having said additive. 

5. The apparatus for manufacturing a controlled burn rate 
cigarette of claim 2 Wherein said additive station is a printing 
station for applying said additive to said Wrapper. 

6. The apparatus for manufacturing a controlled burn rate 
cigarette of claim 2 Wherein said additive station is selected 
from the group consisting of starch, modi?ed starch, starch 
esters, ethylene vinyl acetate, shellac, cellulose base com 
pounds and Waxes polyols. 

* * * * * 


