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FIG. 2B 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 5 
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METHOD FOR DISPLAYING AN INTERACTIVE 
GAME HAVING A PRE-DETERMINED OUTCOME 

PRIORITY CLAIM 

[0001] This application is a continuation application of 
US. patent application Ser. No. 10/829,578, ?led on Apr. 22, 
2004, entitled “METHOD FOR DISPLAYING AN INTER 
ACTIVE GAME HAVING A PRE-DETERMINED OUT 
COME”, Which is a continuation application of US. patent 
application, Ser. No. 09/706,293, ?led on Nov. 3, 2000, 
entitled “METHOD FOR DISPLAYING AN INTERAC 
TIVE GAME HAVING A PRE-DETERMINED OUT 
COME” Which are incorporated herein in their entirety. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

[0002] Aportion of the disclosure of this patent document 
contains or may contain material Which is subject to copy 
right protection. The copyright oWner has no objection to the 
photocopy reproduction by anyone of the patent document 
or the patent disclosure in exactly the form it appears in the 
Patent and Trademark Of?ce patent ?le or records, but 
otherWise reserves all copyright rights Whatsoever. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The present invention relates to interactive games 
such as ?nite pool games that have pre-determined out 
comes, and in particular to improvements to such games that 
increase appeal to players. 

[0004] One class of interactive games is knoWn as ?nite 
poker. In a ?nite poker game, a player is shoWn a ?rst hand 
of cards and invited to select one or more cards to be 
discarded. Then the player is shoWn a ?nal hand and a payoff 
is provided if the ?nal hand is a Winning hand according to 
a predetermined payout schedule. 

[0005] In ?nite poker games knoWn to the present inven 
tor, the initial hand and the ?nal hand are both predetermined 
prior to the time the game is started. For this reason, there 
can often be an inconsistency betWeen the player’s selection 
of cards that are to be discarded and the transition from the 
initial hand to the ?nal hand. This inconsistency can inter 
fere With the desired simulation of a card game. 

[0006] The present invention is directed to an improved 
method for displaying an interactive game that addresses 
this and other disadvantages of the prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The preferred card game embodiment described 
beloW displays a ?rst hand of cards, accepts a player’s 
designation of cards to be discarded, shoWs an intermediate 
hand that Would result from the player’s hold/discard deci 
sions, and then shoWs the ?nal hand, predetermined by the 
particular game that is in progress. In order to improve the 
transition betWeen the intermediate hand and the ?nal hand, 
the system described beloW displays an entertaining display 
in place of those cards that are changed betWeen the inter 
mediate and the ?nal hand. This entertaining display can 
take many forms, and in one embodiment takes the form of 
a sequence of simulated cards. This provides an added 
dimension of play as the player Waits for the entertaining 
display to terminate, after Which time the player learns the 
?nal hand and the payout for the game in progress. 
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[0008] The system described beloW provides the further 
advantage over the knoWn prior art in that the ?nal hand may 
provide an increased payout as compared to the ?rst hand, 
even in those cases Where the ?rst hand is a Winning hand 
according to a predetermined payout schedule. Thus, even 
When the ?rst hand is a Winning hand, the ?nal payout may 
on some occasions be greater than the apparent payout 
indicated by the ?rst hand. This provides another element of 
entertainment to the game. 

[0009] The foregoing paragraphs have been provided by 
Way of general introduction, and they are not intended to 
narroW the scope of the folloWing claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for display 
ing a simulated card game. 

[0011] FIGS. 2a, 2b and 2c present a ?oWchart of a 
method implemented by the system of FIG. 1. 

[0012] FIG. 3 is one eXample of play data that have been 
read and stored at block 36 of FIG. 2a. 

[0013] FIGS. 4a through 46 are schematic representations 
of displays generated by the system of FIG. 1 in response to 
the play data of FIG. 3. 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a second eXample of play data that have 
been read and stored at block 36 of FIG. 2a. 

[0015] FIGS. 6a through 66 are schematic representations 
of displays generated by the system of FIG. 1 in response to 
the play data of FIG. 5. 

[0016] FIGS. 7 and 8 are schematic representations of 
tWo alternative forms that the play data can take. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0017] Turning noW to the draWings, FIG. 1 shoWs a block 
diagram of a system 10 for displaying an interactive game 
having a pre-determined outcome, in this example a simu 
lated card game. The system 10 includes a digital processor 
12 that may be a conventional computer, including conven 
tional memory devices such as random access memory, read 
only memory and disk storage devices. The digital processor 
12 generates displays that are shoWn on a display 14, and the 
processor 12 dispenses credits via a credit dispenser 24. The 
display 14 can take any suitable form, using any appropriate 
technology, including cathode ray tubes, liquid crystal dis 
plays, and any other display that provides suitable informa 
tion to the player. The credit dispenser can take many forms 
depending upon the implementation, and can include a 
device for issuing a credit to any desired account, a receipt 
such as a printed receipt, one or more of tokens, coins, or 
other forms of money. 

[0018] The digital processor 12 receives input information 
from the remaining elements of FIG. 1. In particular, the 
processor 12 receives ?nite-pool play data from a play data 
source 16. A ?nite pool in this conteXt is a set of predeter 
mined game outcomes, including Winning outcomes and 
losing outcomes. Each set of ?nite-pool play data corre 
sponds to one of the predetermined outcomes of the pool. 
Once a particular play data set has been received from the 
play data source, the outcome of the associated simulated 
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game is completely determined. The play data are described 
by Way of example in the following detailed description. 

[0019] The play data source can take any suitable form 
and is not intended to be limited to any particular source. For 
example, the play data source described in Morris US. Pat. 
No. 5,324,035 has been found suitable, but many alterna 
tives are possible. In a stand-alone system, the play data 
source 16 may correspond to stored data ?les on any storage 
medium, such as a magnetic disk, ROM, CD ROM, RAM, 
or other memory device. 

[0020] Other elements for generating input signals for the 
digital processor 12 include a credit sensor 18 that responds 
to credits provided to the system 10 by a player. The credits 
can take many forms, including coins, tokens and debit 
transactions from any of various accounts, and the credit 
sensor 18 can take appropriate forms. The player-speci?ed 
designation device 20 alloWs a player to designate Hold or 
Discard for each of the displayed cards, and transfers this 
player-speci?ed designation to the processor 12. The device 
20 can also take many forms, and can for example be 
implemented as any suitable sWitch, touch screen, array of 
sWitches, or the like. Apointing device such as a mouse or 
trackball can also be used. 

[0021] Block 22 indicates additional player controls such 
as those used by the player to select an amount to be bet in 
a particular game, a game request sWitch or button, a deal 
request sWitch or button, and a cashout request sWitch or 
button. As before, the Widest variety of devices can be used 
to implement these controls, including sWitch or sWitch 
arrays, touch screens, pointing devices such as a mouse or a 

trackball, and the like. 

[0022] Various ones of the elements 18-22 are optional. 
For example, the credit sensor 18, the credit dispenser 24 
and the betting controls and the cashout request controls 
may be deleted in alternative embodiments. 

[0023] FIGS. 2a through 2c illustrate a method imple 
mented by the system 10 of FIG. 1. The folloWing discus 
sion Will ?rst describe the various steps of the method in 
general terms, and Will then provide speci?c examples of the 
displays generated by the method of FIGS. 2a through 2c in 
response to tWo separate sets of play data. 

[0024] As shoWn in FIG. 2a, once a player session has 
begun the system Waits in block 30 until a play credit is 
received, as indicated by the credit sensor 18 of FIG. 1. The 
system optionally receives and stores the player’s bet for the 
game at block 32, and then Waits for the player’s game 
request at block 34. Once a game request is received, the 
system 10 reads and stores play data for the current game at 
block 36. The play data are determined by the game designer 
before play begins, and cannot be altered by the player or the 
system 10. Thus, the outcome of each game is pre-deter 
mined by the play data. 

[0025] The play data stored in block 36 can take many 
forms, depending upon the application. FIGS. 7 and 8 shoW 
tWo alternatives. In the embodiment of FIG. 7, each set of 
play data de?nes ?ve playing cards that make up Hand 1 (the 
initial hand), ?ve playing cards that make up Hand 2 (the 
draW hand), as Well as a game-speci?ed designation for each 
card and a payout for the game. Hand 1 in this example 
corresponds to the dealt hand, and Hand 2 corresponds to the 
cards that Will be draWn for each card position after a 
discard. 
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[0026] The ?ve cards of Hand 1 and the ?ve cards of Hand 
2 can be encoded in any desired Way in the play data. For 
example, the cards of each hand can be de?ned by bitmaps 
included in the play data that de?ne the desired display on 
a bit-by-bit basis. Alternatively, the play data can include 
card codes for each of the cards of Hand 1 and Hand 2, or 
other types of codes such as a hand code that uniquely 
identi?es the ?ve cards of Hand 1 and other hand code that 
uniquely identi?es the ?ve cards of Hand 2, or a game code 
that identi?es both hands, or keys or indexes into lookup 
tables. The present invention is not limited to any speci?c 
manner for indicating the desired cards of Hand 1 and Hand 
2 in the play data, and any approach noW knoWn or later 
discovered can be used. 

[0027] The game-speci?ed designation of the play data of 
FIG. 7 includes a parameter for each of the ?ve cards. This 
parameter has three states: Hold, Discard, Ignore. In the 
Hold state, the ?nal hand for the corresponding card position 
Will be the corresponding card of Hand 1. When the game 
speci?ed designation is Discard, the corresponding card of 
the ?nal hand Will be taken from Hand 2. When the 
parameter is in the Ignore state, the corresponding card of 
the ?nal hand Will be taken from Hand 1 or Hand 2, in 
accordance With the player-speci?ed designation (Hold/ 
Discard). The game-speci?ed designations are set by the 
game designer, and they may not be altered by the player. 

[0028] Finally, payout information of the play data indi 
cates Whether the ?nal hand is a Winning hand, and if so, the 
amount of the payout. 

[0029] Many other approaches can be used for the play 
data, and FIG. 8 shoWs one alternative. In the example of 
FIG. 8, the play data only includes data de?ning Hand 1 and 
the ?nal hand. As explained above, these tWo hands can be 
encoded as a bitmap, as a card code, as a hand code, or as 
a game code. In this case, the play data does not include 
game-speci?ed designations, and the necessary information 
is derived by the processor 12 of FIG. 1 by comparing the 
cards of Hand 1 With the cards of the ?nal hand. Similarly, 
the play data of FIG. 8 does not include payout information, 
and the digital processor 12 determines the payout based on 
the cards of the ?nal hand, as for example With the aid of a 
lookup table that de?nes a payout schedule. 

[0030] Many other approaches are possible, and the play 
data are not even limited to tWo-state binary data. Any 
desired set of cards can be used to encode the information of 
the play data. 

[0031] Returning to FIG. 2a, once the play data have been 
stored in block 36, Hand 1 is displayed in block 38. Any 
desired format is used to present each of the playing cards 
of Hand 1 to the player. The playing cards of hand 1 can be 
taken from any desired deck of cards, and they are not 
limited to the customary four-suite deck commonly used in 
poker. 

[0032] In block 40 the system receives and stores a 
player-speci?ed designation (Hold or Discard) for each of 
the cards of Hand 1. Depending upon the rules of the game, 
the player may be limited in the number of cards that may 
be discarded. As an optional feature, the play data may 
include suggested Hold/Discard designations that can be 
displayed to assist the player in determining Which cards to 
hold and Which cards to discard in Hand 1. 
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[0033] When the player has completed the selection of 
Hold or Discard designations for each card of Hand 1, the 
player issues a deal request, Which is monitored in block 42. 
When the deal request is received, control is transferred to 
block 44, Where an index parameter n is set equal to 1. In the 
following discussion the index parameter n Will be used to 
designate Which of the cards of a hand is being considered 
at a given time. By Way of example, in a ?ve card poker 
game, the left-most card in any hand may correspond to card 
(1) (n=1) and the right-most card in any hand may corre 
spond to card (5) (n=5). 

[0034] Next, in the group of blocks designated at 46 the 
system examines card (n) to determine Whether the player 
speci?ed designation for card (n) is Hold or Discard. If the 
player-speci?ed designation is Hold, then the system shoWs 
card (n) from Hand 1 in an intermediate display. If the 
player-speci?ed designation for card (n) is Discard, the 
system shoWs card (n) from Hand 2 in the intermediate 
display. The index parameter (n) is then incremented and 
control is transferred to block 50. In block 50 control is 
returned to node B until the last card has been updated in the 
intermediate display. 

[0035] Thus, the intermediate display shoWs the hand that 
Would result if the player-speci?ed designations Were fol 
loWed. In this example, the intermediate hand is generated 
sequentially from left to right, thereby simulating successive 
cards that are either held or discarded. In an alternative 
version, all of the actions taken in block 46 can be displayed 
simultaneously, such that the intermediate hand replaces the 
?rst hand all at once as opposed to in a card-by-card fashion. 

[0036] After the entire intermediate hand has been shoWn, 
the index parameter (n) is reset to 1, and the system then 
examines each of the cards of the intermediate hand to 
determine in block 52 Whether the player-speci?ed desig 
nation (Hold/Discard) matches the game-speci?ed designa 
tion (Hold/Discard/Ignore) for the card in question. If the 
tWo designations match (i.e., both the player-speci?ed des 
ignation and the game-speci?ed designation correspond to 
Hold, or both correspond to Discard, or the game-speci?ed 
designation corresponds to Ignore for the card in the ques 
tion), then control is transferred to block 56, Where the 
game-speci?ed designation for the card in question is used 
to select the card to be shoWn for the ?nal hand. In particular, 
if the game-speci?ed designation for card (n) is Hold, then 
card (n) of the ?nal hand is taken from Hand 1. If the 
game-speci?ed designation for card (n) is Discard, card (n) 
for the ?nal hand is taken from Hand 2. If the game-speci?ed 
designation for card (n) is Ignore, then card (n) for the ?nal 
hand is taken from Hand 1 or Hand 2 in accordance With the 
player-speci?ed designation for card Note that the cards 
of the ?nal hand are selected from Hand 1 and/or Hand 2. 
Thus, the cards of the ?nal hand can include only cards of 
Hand 1, only cards of Hand 2, or any desired combination 
of cards from Hand 1 and Hand 2, depending upon the game 
being implemented. 

[0037] Conversely, When the test of block 52 indicates that 
the player has speci?ed Hold but the game-speci?ed desig 
nation is Discard, or that the player has speci?ed Discard but 
the game-speci?ed designation is Hold, then control is 
transferred to block 54, Where an entertaining display is 
shoWn in place of card This entertaining display appears 
in the location of card (n) for a period of time after the 
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display of card (n) of the intermediate hand in block 46 has 
been terminated and before display of card (n) of the ?nal 
hand has been started in block 56. This entertaining display 
can take many forms, and may for example be a sequence of 
playing card images ?ashed in rapid succession, a morphing 
display in Which card (n) of the intermediate display makes 
a progressive transition to card (n) of the ?nal display, or an 
animation sequence of images. Other alternatives are pos 
sible. 

[0038] Regardless of the form that the entertaining display 
takes, it indicates to the player that a different card Will be 
shoWn in the ?nal hand than in the intermediate hand. It thus 
provides an element of suspense, and it makes the transition 
from the intermediate hand to the ?nal hand distinctive for 
those cards Where there Will be a transition betWeen the 
intermediate hand and the ?nal hand. 

[0039] There is an inevitable tension in an interactive 
?nite-pool game: because the game is interactive, there is the 
illusion that the player’s decisions may improve his or her 
chances for success; but because the game is a ?nite-pool 
game, the game outcome is predetermined by the ?nite-pool 
play data. This tension is greatest When the cards of the 
intermediate hand that result from the player’s Hold/Discard 
decisions are changed to the cards of the ?nal hand. The 
entertaining display helps to preserve the illusion of game 
play at this time, and thereby makes the game more enter 
taining. 
[0040] Blocks 52 through 56 are executed repeatedly for 
each of the cards of the intermediate hand until the last card 
of the ?nal hand has been displayed, as indicated in block 
60. In this event, control is transferred to block 62 (FIG. 2c), 
at Which time any credits are aWarded that have been Won. 
In block 64 the system determines if the player Wishes to 
cash out. If not, control is returned to node E for another 
game. If so, the system provides a cashout credit in block 66 
and stops the session for the individual player. At this point, 
the system is ready to start another session at node E. As 
before, the actions of block 56 can be displayed to the player 
simultaneously for all of the card positions, or sequentially 
for one card after another as illustrated in the ?oWchart of 
FIG. 2b. 

[0041] FIG. 3 provides one example of the play data that 
is read in block 36 of FIG. 2a, and FIGS. 4a through 46 
illustrate the corresponding displays generated by the 
method of FIGS. 2a through 2c. 

[0042] FIG. 4a shoWs Hand 1 as de?ned by the ?rst line 
of the play data of FIG. 3, and as displayed in block 38. In 
this example, the player-speci?ed Hold or Discard designa 
tion of block 40 is as shoWn in FIG. 4b. Note that the player 
has asked that cards 1 and 3 be discarded, and that cards 2, 
4 and 5 be held. 

[0043] FIG. 4c shoWs the corresponding intermediate 
hand displayed by block 46. Note that cards 1 and 3 in the 
intermediate hand of FIG. 4c are taken from Hand 2 of the 
play data of FIG. 3, and that cards 2, 4 and 5 of the 
intermediate hand are taken from Hand 1, in accordance 
With the player-speci?ed designations. 

[0044] FIG. 4a' schematically shoWs that the entertaining 
display is provided only for cards 3 and 5. FIG. 46 shoWs the 
?nal hand, Which has been generated in accordance With 
block 60 of FIG. 2b. Note that the ?nal hand of FIG. 46 is 
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selected from Hand 1 and Hand 2. In particular, the inter 
mediate hand of FIG. 4c corresponds to the ?nal hand of 
FIG. 46 for cards 1, 2 and 4, and no entertaining display is 
provided for these cards. On the other hand, in card 3 the 
player requested a discard and the intermediate hand shoWs 
a 4 of clubs. The ?nal hand as determined by the game 
designer (and encoded in the play data) shoWs a 7 of spades 
for card three. The transition from the 4 of clubs to the 7 of 
spades is facilitated by the entertaining display shoWn in 
FIG. 4d. This marks the transition from the Hand 2 card as 
requested by the user back to the original of Hand 1 card. 

[0045] The opposite situation is found for card 5, namely 
the player has designated card 5 as a Hold, Whereas the game 
designer has designated it as a Discard. In this case, the 
transition betWeen the 3 of clubs of the intermediate hand 
(the player-designated Hold) to the 9 of hearts of the ?nal 
hand (the game-designated Discard) is facilitated by an 
intervening, entertaining display, indicated by the card E in 
FIG. 4d. 

[0046] In this example, each of the ?ve cards of each hand 
is shoWn in the same location on the display for each hand. 
Thus, card 1 of Hand 1 is replaced by card 1 of the 
intermediate hand and then by card 1 of the ?nal hand. In the 
event the entertaining display is shoWn, e.g., card 5, card 5 
of Hand 1 is replaced With card 5 of the intermediate hand, 
Which is replaced by the entertaining display, Which is in 
turn replaced by card 5 of the ?nal hand, all in the same 
region of the display. 
[0047] FIG. 5 shoWs a second eXample of play data, and 
FIGS. 6a through 66 shoW the corresponding displays 
generated by the system 10. In this case, Hand 1 (FIG. 6a) 
includes a pair of 5’s and is thus a Winning hand in a payout 
schedule in Which a single pair or better is considered to be 
a Winning hand. This payout schedule includes a respective 
payout for each Winning hand. In this example, the player 
designates that cards 1, 2 and 3 are to be held, and that cards 
4 and 5 are to be discarded (FIG. 6b). This results in the 
display of the intermediate hand shoWn in FIG. 6c. Note that 
cards 4 and 5 of the intermediate hand are taken from Hand 
2 of the play data. As shoWn in FIG. 6d, an entertaining 
display is shoWn in the positions of cards 3 and 5, and then 
the ?nal hand of FIG. 66 is shoWn. Note that the ?nal hand 
includes a full house: three 5’s and tWo 4’s. As before, this 
?nal hand is determined by the game-speci?ed designations 
of the play data, Which require that cards 1, 2 and 5 be held 
(selected from Hand 1) and that cards 3 and 4 be discarded 
(selected from Hand 2). Note that the ?nal hand is a better 
Winning hand than the Winning hand of Hand 1. That is, the 
full house of the ?nal hand has a higher payout amount on 
the payout schedule than does the pair of 5’s of the Winning 
hand of Hand 1. This illustrates another feature of the 
simulated game of system 10, namely that a Winning hand 
may be improved by the simulated play, and the payout 
actually received after the ?nal hand has been shoWn may be 
greater than the payout associated With the initial hand, even 
When the initial hand is a Winning hand. 

[0048] Note that in the position of card 3 the entertaining 
display is interposed betWeen a display of a held card and a 
draWn card, While in the position of card 5 the entertaining 
display is interposed betWeen a display of a draWn card and 
the held card. 

[0049] Of course, many changes and modi?cations can be 
made to the preferred embodiment described above. For 
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eXample, in one alternative the intermediate hand discussed 
above is not displayed, and the How of the game from the 
?rst hand, to the entertaining display When the player 
speci?ed designation is inconsistent With the game-speci?ed 
designation, to the ?nal hand. Also, depending upon the 
application, the game-speci?ed designation can be limited to 
Hold and Discard, and may not include the Ignore state 
discussed above. 

[0050] In the foregoing examples, the entertaining display 
is displayed in the same position as the corresponding cards 
of the intermediate and the ?nal hand. In other embodi 
ments, the entertaining display may overlap Without pre 
cisely coinciding With a portion of the corresponding cards 
of the intermediate hand and/or the ?nal hand. Additionally, 
the entertaining display may be displayed in a different 
position than any of the cards of the initial, intermediate, and 
?nal hands, or the entertaining display may occupy the entire 
display screen or the entertaining display may move around 
the display screen. Also, the initial hand, intermediate hand 
and ?nal hand may be displayed in differing portions of the 
display. 
[0051] The game that is simulated has been described as 
poker in the eXample of the draWings. The present invention 
is not limited to poker simulations, and many different card 
games can be simulated using the techniques described 
above, or modi?cations thereof. Blackjack and High-Low 
are tWo eXamples. Any desired payout schedule, and any 
desired de?nition of a Winning hand, may be used. Apayout 
schedule can take any form, including a lookup table or a 
parameter included in the play data. 

[0052] As another alternative, it is not required that each 
hand include the same number of cards, and the ?nal hand 
may include more or feWer cards than the initial hand. 

Reel Game Embodiments 

[0053] The embodiments described above may be adapted 
to display other types of games, such as reel games Where 
one or more reels of symbols appear to spin and then come 
to rest at respective reel-stop positions. Each reel-stop 
position displays a respective reel symbol. In one embodi 
ment, the reels are spun initially, and they come to rest 
displaying a ?rst set of reel symbols. The player then selects 
a subset of the reel symbols to be discarded (i.e., the 
respective reels to be re-spun), and the selected reels are then 
re-spun. After the re-spin is completed, the entertaining 
display is shoWn for those reel symbols that must be changed 
to produce the ?nal display of reel symbols. 

[0054] All of the methods described above in conjunction 
With the ?nite poker embodiments may be used in reel-game 
embodiments, and any symbols may be used on the reels, 
including all of those that are conventionally used in reel 
type games. In particular, the system and method of FIGS. 
1, 2a, 2b and 2c can be modi?ed by substituting the 
folloWing terms to adapt them to a reel-type game: 

Card Game Reel-Type Game 

Card Reel symbol 
Initial deal Initial spin 
Deal Re-spin 
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-continued 

Card Game Reel-Type Game 

Hand 1 First set of reel symbols 
Hand 2 Second set of reel symbols 
Intermediate hand Intermediate set of reel symbols 
Final hand Final set of reel symbols 

[0055] In this alternative, re-spinning a reel corresponds to 
a discard of the corresponding original reel symbol, and not 
re-spinning a reel corresponds to a hold of the corresponding 
original reel symbol. 

[0056] The display of the ?rst and ?nal set of reel symbols 
can take many forms, including those shoWn in FIGS. 4a, 
46, 6a and 66. If desired, various animation sequences may 
be shoWn to create the illusion of a spinning reel. 

[0057] The various features of the systems and methods 
described above may be used separately from one another. 
Thus, the entertaining display may be used, Whether or not 
a Winning initial hand or set of reel symbols may be 
improved during simulated play, and vice versa. Also, these 
features may be applied to a Wide variety of interactive 
?nite-pool games With pre-determined outcomes, including 
card games, reel-type games, other lottery games such as 
simulated ticket games (e.g., scratch ticket and pull tab ticket 
games), and other casino-type games (e.g., roulette, money 
Wheels, and dice games). 

[0058] The term “playing symbol” is intended broadly to 
encompass symbols for a Wide range of games, including 
symbols indicative of playing cards, reel symbols, interac 
tive pull tab symbols, and other gaming devices. In general, 
playing symbols Will be said to be “replaced” by a player 
When the player designates the playing symbol to be dis 
carded, re-spun, or otherwise replaced in a given set of 
playing symbols. 
[0059] The term “set” as used herein is intended to mean 
one or more, and the term “subset” is intended to mean Zero 
or more members of a set. 

[0060] The foregoing detailed description has discussed 
only a feW of the many forms that this invention can take. 
For this reason, this detailed description is intended by Way 
of illustration and not limitation. It is only the folloWing 
claims, including all equivalents, that are intended to de?ne 
the scope of this invention. 

The invention is claimed as folloWs: 
1. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game, Wherein for each play of said 
interactive game, a predetermined game outcome 
Which is either a Winning game outcome or a losing 
game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of game 
outcomes; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive game, 
Wherein for each interactive game, a set of ?rst playing 
cards Which corresponds to a ?rst poker hand is formed 
from a plurality of said cards and a set of second 
playing cards Which corresponds to a second poker 
hand is formed from a plurality of said cards, Wherein 
each of said second playing cards is associated With a 
respective one of said ?rst playing cards; 
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a predetermined designation associated With at least one 
of said ?rst playing cards, Wherein said predetermined 
designation is either a hold designation or a replace 
designation; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards Which corre 
spond to the ?rst poker hand; 

(b) enabling a player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is consistent With the predetermined des 
ignation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying the second playing card associated With 
at least one of the ?rst playing cards, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

2. The gaming device of claim 1, Wherein the displayed 
playing cards Which correspond to the predetermined game 
outcome include at least one of the second playing card 
associated With at least one of the ?rst playing cards. 

3. The gaming device of claim 1, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
said set of second playing cards. 

4. The gaming device of claim 1, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

5. The gaming device of claim 1, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

6. The gaming device of claim 1, Wherein said ?nite pool 
of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

7. The gaming device of claim 6, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

8. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game, Wherein for each play of said 
interactive game, a predetermined game outcome 
Which is either a Winning game outcome or a losing 
game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of game 
outcomes; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive game, 
Wherein for each interactive game, a set of ?rst playing 
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cards Which corresponds to a ?rst poker hand is formed 
from a plurality of said cards and a set of second 
playing cards Which corresponds to a second poker 
hand is formed from a plurality of said cards, Wherein 
each of said second playing cards is associated With a 
respective one of said ?rst playing cards; 

a predetermined designation associated With at least one 
of said ?rst playing cards, Wherein said predetermined 
designation is either a hold designation or a replace 
designation; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards Which corre 
spond to the ?rst poker hand; 

(b) enabling a player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is consistent With the predetermined des 
ignation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying at least one of the ?rst playing cards, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

9. The gaming device of claim 8, Wherein the displayed 
playing cards Which correspond to the predetermined game 
outcome include at least one of the ?rst playing cards. 

10. The gaming device of claim 8, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
said set of second playing cards. 

11. The gaming device of claim 8, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

12. The gaming device of claim 8, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

13. The gaming device of claim 8, Wherein said ?nite pool 
of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

14. The gaming device of claim 13, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

15. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game, Wherein for each play of said 
interactive game, a predetermined game outcome 
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Which is either a Winning game outcome or a losing 
game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of game 
outcomes; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive game, 
Wherein for each interactive game, a set of ?rst playing 
cards Which corresponds to a ?rst poker hand is formed 
from a plurality of said cards and a set of second 
playing cards Which corresponds to a second poker 
hand is formed from a plurality of said cards, Wherein 
each of said second playing cards is associated With a 
respective one of said ?rst playing cards; 

a predetermined designation associated With at least one 
of said ?rst playing cards, Wherein said predetermined 
designation is either a hold designation or a replace 
designation; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards Which corre 
spond to the ?rst poker hand; 

(b) enabling a player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) displaying the second playing card associated With at 
least one of the ?rst playing cards designated by the 
player to be replaced; 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is consistent With the predetermined des 
ignation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying at least one of the ?rst playing cards, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 

(e) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

16. The gaming device of claim 15, Wherein the displayed 
playing cards Which correspond to the predetermined game 
outcome include at least one of the ?rst playing cards. 

17. The gaming device of claim 15, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
said set of second playing cards. 

18. The gaming device of claim 15, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

19. The gaming device of claim 15, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

20. The gaming device of claim 15, Wherein said ?nite 
pool of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 
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21. The gaming device of claim 20, wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

22. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game, Wherein for each play of said 
interactive game, a predetermined game outcome 
Which is either a Winning game outcome or a losing 
game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of game 
outcomes; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive game, 
Wherein for each interactive game, a set of ?rst playing 
cards Which corresponds to a ?rst poker hand is formed 
from a plurality of said cards and a set of second 
playing cards Which corresponds to a second poker 
hand is formed from a plurality of said cards, Wherein 
each of said second playing cards is associated With a 
respective one of said ?rst playing cards; 

a predetermined designation associated With at least one 
of said ?rst playing cards, Wherein said predetermined 
designation is either a hold designation or a replace 
designation; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards Which corre 
spond to the ?rst poker hand; 

(b) enabling a player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) displaying the second playing card associated With at 
least one of the ?rst playing cards designated by the 
player to be replaced; 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is consistent With the predetermined des 
ignation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying the second playing card associated With 
at least one of the ?rst playing cards, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 

(e) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing card: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

23. The gaming device of claim 22, Wherein the displayed 
playing cards Which correspond to the predetermined game 
outcome include at least one of the second playing card 
associated With at least one of the ?rst playing cards. 
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24. The gaming device of claim 22, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
said set of second playing cards. 

25. The gaming device of claim 22, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

26. The gaming device of claim 22, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than said set of second 
playing cards. 

27. The gaming device of claim 22, Wherein said ?nite 
pool of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

28. The gaming device of claim 27, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

29. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive poker game, 
Wherein for each play of said interactive poker game, a 
set of ?rst playing cards Which corresponds to a ?rst 
poker hand is formed from a plurality of said playing 
cards; 

at least one predetermined designation Which is either a 
hold designation or a replace designation associated 
With said ?rst playing cards; 

a predetermined game outcome in the interactive poker 
game, Wherein said predetermined game outcome is 
either a Winning game outcome or a losing game 
outcome, and Wherein said predetermined game out 
come is associated With a plurality of said playing 
cards; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards to a player; 

(b) enabling the player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is consistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying said plurality of playing cards associated 
With said predetermined game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 
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30. The gaming device of claim 29, wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

31. The gaming device of claim 29, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from a set of second playing cards. 

32. The gaming device of claim 29, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least 
one playing card from a set of second playing cards. 

33. The gaming device of claim 29, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 

34. The gaming device of claim 29, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

35. The gaming device of claim 29, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

36. The gaming device of claim 29, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

37. The gaming device of claim 36, Wherein said ?nite 
pool of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

38. The gaming device of claim 37, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

39. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive poker game, 
Wherein for each play of said interactive poker game, a 
set of ?rst playing cards Which corresponds to a ?rst 
poker hand is formed from a plurality of said playing 
cards, a set of second playing cards Which corresponds 
to a second poker hand is formed from a plurality of 
said playing cards, Wherein each of said second playing 
cards is associated With a respective one of said ?rst 
playing cards; 

at least one predetermined designation Which is either a 
hold designation or a replace designation associated 
With said ?rst playing cards; 

a predetermined game outcome in the interactive poker 
game, Wherein said predetermined game outcome is 
either a Winning game outcome or a losing game 
outcome, and Wherein said predetermined game out 
come is associated With a plurality of said playing 
cards; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards to a player; 

(b) enabling the player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 
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(c) display a subset of the second playing cards associated 
With the subset of the ?rst playing cards designated by 
the player to be replaced; 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is consistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying said plurality of playing cards associated 
With said predetermined game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 

(e) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

40. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein- said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

41. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of second playing cards. 

42. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least 
one playing card from said set of second playing cards. 

43. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 

44. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

45. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

46. The gaming device of claim 39, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

47. The gaming device of claim 46, Wherein said ?nite 
pool of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

48. The gaming device of claim 47, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

49. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive poker game, 
Wherein for each play of said interactive game, a set of 
?rst playing cards Which corresponds to a ?rst poker 
hand is formed from a plurality of said playing cards 
and a set of second playing cards Which corresponds to 
a second poker hand is formed from a plurality of said 
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playing cards, wherein each of said second playing 
cards is associated With a respective one of said ?rst 
playing cards; 

a predetermined game outcome in the interactive game, 
Wherein said predetermined game outcome is either a 
Winning game outcome or a losing game outcome, and 
Wherein said predetermined game outcome is associ 
ated With a plurality of said playing cards; 

a plurality of predetermined designations associated With 
a plurality of said ?rst playing cards, Wherein each 
designation is either a hold or a replace; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards to a player; 

(b) enabling the player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) for each of the ?rst playing cards associated With one 
of said predetermined designations: 

(i) determining if the player’s designation is consistent 
With the predetermined designation associated With 
said ?rst playing card, 

(ii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a hold designa 
tion, continue displaying said ?rst playing card, 

(iii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a replace des 
ignation, displaying said second playing card asso 
ciated With said ?rst displayed playing card, and 

(iv) if the player’s designation is inconsistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card, displaying a modi?cation Wherein said 
modi?cation causes at least one of said playing cards 
associated With said predetermined game outcome to 
be displayed, and 

(d) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

50. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

51. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of second playing cards. 

52. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least 
one playing card from said set of second playing cards. 

53. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein each of said 
?rst playing cards is associated With a predetermined des 
ignation. 

54. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 
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55. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

56. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

57. The gaming device of claim 49, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

58. The gaming device of claim 57, Wherein said ?nite 
pool of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

59. The gaming device of claim 58, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

60. A gaming device comprising: 

an interactive poker game; 

a plurality of playing cards in the interactive poker game, 
Wherein for each play of said interactive game, a set of 
?rst playing cards Which corresponds to a ?rst poker 
hand is formed from a plurality of said playing cards 
and a set of second playing cards Which corresponds to 
a second poker hand is formed from a plurality of said 
playing cards, Wherein each of said second playing 
cards is associated With a respective one of said ?rst 
playing cards; 

a predetermined game outcome in the interactive game, 
Wherein said predetermined game outcome is either a 
Winning game outcome or a losing game outcome, and 
Wherein said predetermined game outcome is associ 
ated With a plurality of said playing cards; 

a plurality of predetermined designations associated With 
a plurality of said ?rst playing cards, Wherein each 
designation is either a hold or a replace; 

a display device adapted to display the interactive poker 
game; and 

a processor operable With said display device to control 
the play of the interactive poker game by: 

(a) displaying the set of ?rst playing cards to a player; 

(b) enabling the player to designate Zero, one or a plurality 
of the displayed ?rst playing cards to replace; 

(c) for each of the ?rst playing cards associated With one 
of said predetermined designations: 

(i) determining if the player’s designation is consistent 
With the predetermined designation associated With 
said ?rst playing card, 

(ii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a hold designa 
tion, continue displaying said ?rst playing card, 

(iii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a replace des 
ignation, displaying said second playing card asso 
ciated With said ?rst displayed playing card, and 
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(iv) if the player’s designation is inconsistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card, displaying a modi?cation Wherein said 
modi?cation causes at least one of said playing cards 
associated With said predetermined game outcome to 
be displayed, and 

(d) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

61. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

62. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of second playing cards. 

63. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is associated With at least one 
playing card from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least 
one playing card from said set of second playing cards. 

64. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein each of said 
?rst playing cards is associated With a predetermined des 
ignation. 

65. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 

66. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

67. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

68. The gaming device of claim 60, Wherein said prede 
termined game outcome is obtained from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

69. The gaming device of claim 68, Wherein said ?nite 
pool of game outcomes is stored in a memory device of said 
gaming device. 

70. The gaming device of claim 69, Wherein said memory 
device is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
disk, a read only memory, a compact disk read only memory 
and a random access memory. 

71. A method for operating a gaming device having an 
interactive poker game With a predetermined game outcome 
Which is either a Winning game outcome or a losing game 
outcome, said method comprising: 

(a) displaying a set of ?rst playing cards to a player, 
Wherein said set of ?rst playing cards are associated 
With at least one predetermined designation Which is 
either a hold designation or a replace designation; 

(b) enabling a player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is consistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying a plurality of playing cards associated 
With said predetermined game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 
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(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

72. The method of claim 71, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

73. The method of claim 71, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from a set of second playing cards. 

74. The method of claim 71, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least one playing 
card from a set of second playing cards. 

75. The method of claim 71, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 

76. The method of claim 71, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

77. The method of claim 71, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

78. The method of claim 71, Which includes obtaining 
said predetermined game outcome from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

79. A method for operating a gaming device having an 
interactive poker game With a predetermined game outcome 
Which is either a Winning game outcome or a losing game 
outcome, said method comprising: 

(a) displaying a set of ?rst playing cards to a player, 
Wherein each of said ?rst playing cards is associated 
With a second playing card and said set of ?rst playing 
cards are associated With at least one predetermined 
designation Which is either a hold designation or a 
replace designation; 

(b) enabling a player to designate at least one of said 
displayed ?rst playing cards as either a hold or a 
replace; 

(c) display a subset of the second playing cards associated 
With the subset of the ?rst playing cards designated by 
the player to be replaced; 

(d) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is consistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying a plurality of playing cards associated 
With said predetermined game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player, and 
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(e) if the player’s designation of said ?rst displayed 
playing cards is inconsistent With the predetermined 
designation associated With said ?rst playing cards: 

(i) displaying a modi?cation of said ?rst displayed 
playing card, Wherein independent of the player’s 
designation, said modi?cation causes the displayed 
playing cards to correspond to the predetermined 
game outcome, and 

(ii) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

80. The method of claim 79, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

81. The method of claim 79, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of second playing cards. 

82. The method of claim 79, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least one playing 
card from said set of second playing cards. 

83. The method of claim 79, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 

84. The method of claim 79, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

85. The method of claim 79, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

86. The method of claim 79, Which includes obtaining 
said predetermined game outcome from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

87. A method for operating a gaming device having a 
game With a predetermined game outcome Which is either a 
Winning game outcome or a losing game outcome, said 
method comprising: 

(a) displaying a set of ?rst playing cards to a player 
Wherein each of said ?rst playing cards is associated 
With a second playing card and a plurality of said ?rst 
playing cards are associated With a plurality of prede 
termined designations Which are each either a hold 
designation or a replace designation; 

(b) enabling the player to designate Zero, one or a plurality 
of the displayed ?rst playing cards to replace; 

(c) for each of the ?rst playing cards associated With one 
of said predetermined designations: 

(i) determining if the player’s designation is consistent 
With the predetermined designation associated With 
said ?rst playing card, 

(ii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a hold designa 
tion, continue displaying said ?rst playing card, 

iii if the la er’s desi nation is consistent With the P y g 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a replace des 
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ignation, displaying said second playing card asso 
ciated With said ?rst displayed playing card, and 

(iv) if the player’s designation is inconsistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card, displaying a modi?cation Wherein said 
modi?cation causes at least one playing card asso 
ciated With said predetermined game outcome to be 
displayed, and 

(d) providing said predetermined game outcome to the 
player. 

88. The method of claim 87, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

89. The method of claim 87, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of second playing cards. 

90. The method of claim 87, Wherein said predetermined 
game outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least one playing 
card from said set of second playing cards. 

91. The method of claim 87, Wherein each of said ?rst 
playing cards is associated With a predetermined designa 
tion. 

92. The method of claim 87, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
mined game outcome. 

93. The method of claim 87, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

94. The method of claim 87, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined game 
outcome. 

95. The method of claim 87, Which includes obtaining 
said predetermined game outcome from a ?nite pool of 
game outcomes. 

96. A method for operating a gaming device having a 
game With a predetermined game outcome Which is either a 
Winning game outcome or a losing game outcome, said 
method comprising: 

(a) displaying a set of ?rst playing cards to a player 
Wherein each of said ?rst playing cards is associated 
With a second playing card and a plurality of said ?rst 
playing cards are associated With a plurality of prede 
termined designations Which are each either a hold 
designation or a replace designation; 

(b) enabling the player to designate Zero, one or a plurality 
of the displayed ?rst playing cards to replace; 

(c) displaying a subset of the second playing cards asso 
ciated With the subset of the ?rst playing cards desig 
nated by the player to be replaced; 

(d) for each of the ?rst playing cards associated With one 
of said predetermined designations: 

(i) determining if the player’s designation is consistent 
With the predetermined designation associated With 
said ?rst playing card, 

(ii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
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playing card and said designation is a hold designa 
tion, continue displaying said ?rst playing card, 

(iii) if the player’s designation is consistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card and said designation is a replace des 
ignation, displaying said second playing card asso 
ciated With said ?rst displayed playing card, and 

(iv) if the player’s designation is inconsistent With the 
predetermined designation associated With said ?rst 
playing card, displaying a rnodi?cation Wherein said 
rnodi?cation causes at least one playing card asso 
ciated With said predetermined garne outcome to be 
displayed, and 

(e) providing said predetermined garne outcome to the 
player. 

97. The method of claim 96, Wherein said predetermined 
garne outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of ?rst playing cards. 

98. The method of claim 96, Wherein said predetermined 
garne outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
from said set of second playing cards. 

99. The method of claim 96, Wherein said predetermined 
garne outcome is associated With at least one playing card 
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from said set of ?rst playing cards and at least one playing 
card from said set of second playing cards. 

100. The method of claim 96, Wherein each of said ?rst 
playing cards is associated With a predetermined designa 
tion. 

101. The method of claim 96, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has a different number of playing cards than 
the plurality of playing cards associated With said predeter 
rnined garne outcorne. 

102. The method of claim 96, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has more playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined garne 
outcorne. 

103. The method of claim 96, Wherein the set of ?rst 
playing cards has less playing cards than the plurality of 
playing cards associated With said predetermined garne 
outcorne. 

104. The method of claim 96, Which includes obtaining 
said predetermined garne outcome from a ?nite pool of 
game outcornes. 


