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A pipettor uses no pistons in order to provide highly auto 
mated, precise and accurate pipetting operations. Addition 
ally, a self-aligning pipette tip enables better engagement of 
such pipette tips by the pipettor. The pipette tips may be 
automatically engaged and locked into place by the pipettor 
and may be automatically disengaged to enable highly 
automated pipetting processes for industrial and laboratory 
purposes. Open proximal ends of the pipette tips are engaged 
by a pipette block, Which then forms a temporary seal With 
the individual pipette tips. Displacement of the pipette block 
With respect to the pipette tips increased or decreases the 
effective volume of the pipette tip alloWing it to aspirate or 
expel ?uids in a precise, accurate, and predictable Way. 
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PIPETTOR AND EXTERNALLY SEALED PIPETTE 
TIPS 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This patent application is a divisional application 
of US. patent application Ser. No. 10/119,100 ?led Apr. 8, 
2002 for PIPETTOR AND EXTERNALLY SEALED 
PIPETTE TIP, Which application is incorporated herein by 
this reference thereto. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates to pipettors and pipette tips 
and more particularly to a piston free pipettor and a self 
aligning and self-sealing pipette tip. 

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0005] Pipetting systems are used in laboratories for the 
transfer of relatively small quantities of liquids in a precise 
and accurate manner. The liquid is normally draWn into the 
tips by suction and is subsequently released into the Wells of 
microtiter plates or other receptacles. Frequently the transfer 
involves samples, Which are moved from one set of spaced 
receptacles to another set of receptacles. 

[0006] The use of pipette devices for the transfer and 
dispensing of precise quantities of ?uids in analytical sys 
tems is Well knoWn as is the use of disposable tip members 
for such pipettes. Disposable tips accommodate the serial 
use of such pipette devices in the transfer of different ?uids 
Without carryover or contamination of a second sample from 
a disposable pipette tip used With a ?rst sample. The ?rst tip 
is discarded and replaced by a second disposable tip before 
pipetting the second sample. 

[0007] Generally speaking, prior disposable pipette tips 
are formed of a plastic material and are of a holloW, 
elongated, generally conical shape With an open proximal 
end for receiving and releasably mating With the distal end 
of an elongated, generally conical, pipette tip mounting shaft 
of a pipette device. Ideally, the disposable tip should slide 
easily onto the mounting shaft to an axial position adjacent 
a loWer end of a tip ejection mechanism of the pipette 
device. Thus located, the pipette tip should be laterally stable 
on the shaft, free from external rocking relative to the shaft 
(as during “touching off”), and should form a ?uid tight 
annular seal With the mounting shaft. Then When it is desired 
to replace the tip With a neW tip, the pipette tip should be 
easily removed from the mounting shaft by operation of a tip 
ejection mechanism. 

[0008] To meet the desired sealing criteria for disposable 
pipette tips on pipette tip mounting shafts, the inner surface 
and side Walls of the proximal portions of most pipette tips 
may be axially tapered at a one to one and a half degree 
greater angle than the distal end of the pipette tip mounting 
shaft and form an axially elongated frusto-conical annular 
sealing band. The sealing band may be dimensioned to 
stretch outWardly (“hoop stretch”) as the distal end of the 
elongated generally conical pipette tip mounting shaft is 
forced into the proximal end of the tip to ?rmly seat the tip 
on the shaft and to create an axially elongated annular ?uid 
tight seal betWeen the sealing band and the mounting shaft. 
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Other pipette tips, may include a plurality of axially-spaced 
compressible annular sealing rings on an inner surface of the 
proximal end portion of such tips. The rings create multiple 
axially spaced ?uid tight annular seals betWeen the outer 
surface of the pipette tip mounting shaft and the inner 
surface of the proximal end portion of the tip Which by virtue 
of the axially spaced rings is laterally stabiliZed against 
undesired rocking on the shaft during touching off. 

[0009] The design criteria for disposable pipette tips 
demand that they be stably mountable on and form a ?uid 
tight seal With a pipette mounting shaft is more easily 
achieved than the design criteria that disposable pipette tips 
slide easily onto a pipette tip mounting shaft to an axial 
location forming a ?uid tight seal and then be easily remov 
able from the mounting shaft When it is desired to replace the 
tip. 
[0010] As previously stated, standard small and moderate 
volume pipette tips include a frusto-conical annular sealing 
band or inner surface for engaging and sealing With the 
tapered distal end of a pipette tip mounting shaft. The angle 
of taper of the sealing surface usually approximates (e.g., 
one and one-half degrees greater than) that of the mounting 
shaft (e.g., tWo to ?ve degrees). Thinning the side Wall of the 
standard small and moderate volume pipette tips in the 
region of such a sealing band does little to reduce the 
mounting and ejection forces required to move such a tip to 
a sealing location and then eject the pipette tip from the 
mounting shaft. In forming the desired annular seal, the 
frusto-conical annular region is required to stretch like a 
hoop (hoop stretch) outWardly normal to the mating sloping 
surface of the pipette tip mounting shaft. Large reactive 
forces in the tip material resist such hoop stretching and 
require the exertion of large axial forces (e.g., one to three 
(1-3) or more pounds) on the tip in order to mount the tip on 
the mounting shaft and create the necessary annular ?uid 
tight seal. Such reactive forces increase as the tip is driven 
toWard the tip ejection mechanism of the associated pipette 
device. 

[0011] Due to the foregoing, it can be seen that the ef?cient 
mounting of disposable pipette tips by the insertion of a 
mounting shaft into the pipette tip entails some problems 
that have yet to be resolved by the art Which the present 
invention addresses. 

[0012] Disposable pipette tips are commonly mounted and 
stored in steriliZable racks. Such racks commonly include a 
support tray having an array of holes for receiving distal 
ends of pipette tips to vertically orient the pipette tips in a 
spaced rectilinear pattern With open proximal ends of the 
tips exposed to receive the mounting shafts of a pipette 
device onto Which the pipette tips are to be mounted. For 
example, to mount the disposable pipette tips contained in a 
tip rack on the shafts of a multi-channel pipette, the pipette 
device is placed over the rack With its several mounting 
shafts aligned With the open proximal ends of an aligned 
series of the pipette tips. After a slight initial insertion of the 
mounting shafts into the open proximal ends of the aligned 
pipette tips, a relatively large doWnWard force is exerted on 
the pipette device to drive the mounting shafts into the tip 
members. The pipette tips are thus very ?rmly seated on the 
mounting shafts and are lifted from the rack With upWard 
movement of the multi-channel pipette. 

[0013] Unfortunately, in practice, such multiple pipette tip 
mounting procedures often result in some of the pipette tips 
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being mounted at different axial orientations on some of the 
mounting shafts or mandrels. However, if the pipettor chan 
nels are ganged together, the axial orientation Would be the 
same on all tips. HoWever, the force of the seal may vary on 
each tip due to the variance in internal tip siZes at the places 
of sealing. In an attempt to eliminate such non-uniform 
mounting of pipette tips on the several channels of a 
multi-channel pipette, users often rock the pipette as the 
mounting shafts are driven by relatively high axial forces 
into the tips supported by a pipette tip rack to drive the tips 
toWard the loWer surface of the tip ejector mechanism of the 
pipette. 

[0014] Additionally, the prior pipette tips frequently relied 
upon the use of O-rings to provide a seal betWeen the pipette 
tip and the mandrel or manifold into Which the pipette tip ?t. 
Several disadvantages arise from the use of O-rings, not the 
least of Which is the greater expense and manufacturing. 
Additionally, O-rings require lubrication and other activities 
leading to high maintenance With respect to such O-rings. 
O-rings need replacement from time to time and due to 
compression introduce an element of unreliability into the 
volumes pipetted especially as needed amounts of pipetted 
liquids become smaller and smaller and progress further and 
further into the microvolume range. 

[0015] Consequently, it Would be an advance in the art to 
provide pipette tips that generally do not require a relatively 
high degree of force or pressure in order to secure them to 
a mounting shaft or other mounting construction. It Would 
additionally be advantageous to provide such a system to 
alloW a single precise and accurate machine to both aspirate 
and dispense liquids, as Well as to hold the pipette tips in 
place. This Would alloW more automated processing of 
pipetting procedures and alloW human attention to be 
devoted to other more important activities. The present 
invention provides solutions to these and other problems and 
disadvantages in the prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] The present invention provides an automated pipet 
ting machine that automatically sets and dislodges the 
pipette tips, as Well as providing automatic pipetting opera 
tions. 

[0017] Instead of the usual con?guration Where a piston 
moves relative to the pipette tip, a pipette block engages and 
surrounds the open proximal end of the pipette tips. The 
pipette tips themselves are held in place With respect to a 
chassis by a locking plate system. The pipette block then 
moves vertically With respect to the locking plate system in 
order to apply or diminish pressure Within the pipette tip. 
This respectively causes the pipette tip to expel/dispense or 
aspirate ?uid at the tip of the pipette. Asliding seal is present 
betWeen the open proximal end of the pipette tip and the 
circumscribing surface of the pipette block. By means of a 
precision motor, precise and accurate amounts of ?uid can 
be dispensed or aspirated by the pipette tips. 

[0018] Additional motors alloW for the automatic locking 
and unlocking of the locking plate system so that the pipette 
tips are automatically locked and unlocked into place. Addi 
tionally, a third motor disposes the entire pipetting assembly 
vertically With respect to underlying microtiter plates, other 
receptacles, and/or pipette tip holders. 
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[0019] The pipettor and pipette tips of the present inven 
tion enable precise and accurate amounts of ?uid to be 
pipetted in a piston-less system that is reliable and Which 
lends itself to a high degree of automation. 

[0020] The present invention also provides pipette tips that 
require no O-rings in order to provide a reliable seal. For this 
and other reasons, manufacturing costs are loWered and a 
more advantageous pipette tip is provided that is reliable and 
useful in nature. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

[0021] It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
automatic pipettor. 

[0022] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a pipette tip that may be used in the pipettor of the 
present invention Without conventional O-rings, as Well as 
other pipetting systems Whether manual or automated. 

[0023] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a relatively loW maintenance, multiple-pipette tip 
pipettor that is free of pistons While delivering precise and 
accurate amounts of ?uids by pipetting. 

[0024] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a pipettor that lends itself to automated processes. 

[0025] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a disposable pipette tip. 

[0026] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a pipette tip that is inexpensive to manufacture. 

[0027] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a pipette tip that is usefully implemented in both 
manual and automated processes. 

[0028] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a pipette tip that can be used in plungerless and 
pistonless pipettors. 
[0029] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a pipette tip that provides a seal With the adjacent 
pipetting mandrel or manifold Without the use of O-ring 
seals. 

[0030] These and other objects and advantages of the 
present invention Will be apparent from a revieW of the 
folloWing speci?cation and accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0031] FIG. 1 is a left side perspective and partial cutaWay 
vieW of the pipettor of the present invention, With a holder 
of disposable pipette tips having the open proximal pipette 
tip ends passing through the locking plate and bottom 
stationary plate. 
[0032] FIG. 1A is a close up of the open proximal pipette 
tip ends passing through the locking plate structure as 
indicated by circle 1A in FIG. 1. 

[0033] FIG. 2 is a left side perspective and partial cutaWay 
vieW of the pipettor as the pipette block engages the open 
proximal pipette ends as such ends pass through the locking 
plate assembly. 
[0034] FIG. 3 is a left side perspective and partial cutaWay 
vieW of the pipettor as the locking plate reaches the locking 
rings of the pipettes. 



US 2004/0234420 A1 

[0035] FIG. 4 is a left side and partial cutaway view of the 
pipettor of the present invention showing the locking of the 
pipettes by the locking plate assembly. 

[0036] FIG. 4A is an enlarged view of circle 4A of FIG. 
4 showing the locking plate locking the pipettes into place. 

[0037] FIG. 4B is a side and partial cross sectional view 
of a pipette tip held in a holder as shown in FIGS. 4 and 4A 
indicating additional aligning supports used to support the 
pipette tip in the pipette tip holder and the locking plate 
adjacent the locking ?ange. 

[0038] FIG. 5 is a left side and partial cutaway view of the 
pipettor of the present invention, including the pipette tip 
holder and the locked pipette tips with the chassis shown at 
a near maximal withdrawal distance that allows the pipette 
tips to clear the pipette holder. 

[0039] FIG. 6 is a left side rear and partial cutaway view 
of the pipettor of the present invention showing the locking 
plate motor and the vertical displacement motor structures. 

[0040] FIG. 7 is a left side perspective and partial cutaway 
view of the pipettor of the present invention, showing the 
pipette block in its fully dispensed position. 

[0041] FIG. 8 is a left side perspective and partial cutaway 
view of the pipettor of the present invention with the pipette 
block at its maXimal aspirated position. 

[0042] FIG. 9 is a left side perspective, partial cutaway, 
and exploded view of the pipettor system of the present 
invention with respect to the operating elements of the 
pipette block and the locking plate. 

[0043] FIG. 10 is a side plan view of a pipette tip for use 
and conjunction with the pipettor of the present invention as 
well as other pipetting systems. 

[0044] FIG. 11 is a side and partial cross sectional view of 
a series of pipette tips such as ones similar to that shown in 
FIG. 10 engaged in a piston-based pipette mandrel. 

[0045] FIG. 12 is a side cross sectional view of the 
pipettor and pipette tips of FIG. 11 showing the ejection of 
the pipette tips by engagement with corresponding plungers. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT(S) 
[0046] The detailed description set forth below in connec 
tion with the appended drawings is intended as a description 
of presently-preferred embodiments of the invention and is 
not intended to represent the only forms in which the present 
invention may be constructed and/or utiliZed. The descrip 
tion sets forth the functions and the sequence of steps for 
constructing and operating the invention in connection with 
the illustrated embodiments. However, it is to be understood 
that the same or equivalent functions and sequences may be 
accomplished by different embodiments that are also 
intended to be encompassed within the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 

[0047] The automatic and motoriZed pipettor 100 is shown 
in FIG. 1 in a perspective and partial cutaway view indi 
cating a variety of the different features of the present 
invention. A precision motor 110 (that may operate in a 
stepwise manner) is attached to the chassis 112 by a motor 
mount 114. The motor 110 may be controlled by a computer 
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or other automated processing device (not shown). A large 
threaded screw 116 passes through the motor 110 and the 
motor mount 114. The lower end of the threaded screw 116 
is attached to the pipette block 118 into which a plurality of 
precision holes are bored. The holes 120 engage the pipette 
tips 130 so as to cause there to be a sealing yet slidable 
relationship between the pipette tips 130 and the smooth 
interior of the pipette lock holes 120. 

[0048] The pipettes 130 are held in place relative to the 
chassis 112 by a locking plate assembly 140. The locking 
plate assembly 140 allows the pipette tips 130 to pass 
through the locking plate assembly until the pipette tips 130 
are fully engaged by the pipette block 118. The pipette tips 
130 are then locked into place by the locking plate assembly. 
The pipette block 118 may then raise and lower relative to 
the locking plate assembly 140 in order to aspirate or eXpel 
?uid from the open distal end of the pipette tips 130. 

[0049] FIG. 1A shows in greater detail the pipette tips 130 
and their open proXimal end 132 passing through the locking 
plate assembly 140. As shown in FIG. 1A, the locking plate 
assembly 140 has an upper stationary plate 142 in middle 
and sliding locking plate 144 and a lower or bottom statio 
nery plate 146. 

[0050] As can be seen in FIG. 1A, the open proXimal ends 
132 of the pipette tips 130 have adjacent to them a set of 
three circumscribing ribs 134. The circumscribing ribs 134 
act in concert as a sealing system with the circumscribing 
ribs 134 as sealing members. The circumscribing ribs 134 
engage the smooth interiors of the pipette block bores 120 in 
order to provide a seal between the ambient environment 
and the con?nes of the bore 120. However, in some 
instances a single rib 134 will su?ice. 

[0051] Shown in FIG. 1A, the locking plate assembly 140 
initially allows the proXimal ends 132 of the pipette tips 130 
to pass through the pipette apertures de?ned by the locking 
plate assembly. This is also shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

[0052] In FIG. 2, the chassis 112 continues to descend 
towards the pipette holder 150, and the pipettes 130 travel 
increasingly farther into the bores 120 present in the pipette 
block 118. The pipette tips 130 travel freely through the 
locking plate assembly 140 as the middle locking plate 144 
is in the open and unlocked position. 

[0053] In FIG. 3, the chassis 112 has descended down to 
a position generally proXimate the pipette holder 150. Note 
should be taken that the motor 110 has generally not been 
involved in this process. The pipette engagement process is 
generally controlled by a separate vertical displacement 
motor for the chassis (FIG. 6) about which more is 
described later. Additionally, the threaded screw 116 gener 
ally does not turn during this process, as there is no relative 
displacement occurring between the pipette block 118 and 
the locking plate assembly 140 during the pipette-engage 
ment process. 

[0054] As shown in FIG. 3, the locking plate assembly 
140 has descended so that the locking ?anges 136 of the 
pipette tips 130 are positioned above the locking plate 144 
but beneath the upper plate 142. The locking ?anges 136 
may be held above the pipette holder 150 by the pipettes 130 
themselves, as the height of the pipette holder 150 may be 
less than the height of the locking ?anges 136. Conse 
quently, the locking ?anges 136 stand above the pipette 
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holder although the pipette holder reliable and predictably 
holds the pipette tips 130 in an upright position. 

[0055] In FIG. 4, the locking plate 144 travels laterally 
relative to the pipette tips 130, so as to lock the locking 
?anges 136 betWeen the locking plate 144 and the upper 
stationery plate 142. This locking relationship is shoWn in 
enlarged form in FIG. 4A, Where the interior perimeter of 
the locking plate 144 is Wide enough on one side 160 to 
alloW the locking ?ange 136 to pass through but is only Wide 
enough for the pipette body at a second end 162. 

[0056] When the locking plate 144 moves relative to the 
pipette 130, it either locks or unlocks the locking ?ange 136 
in place With respect to the locking plate assembly 140. As 
shoWn in FIG. 4A, the locking ?anges are locked in place 
as the upper plate 142 has ?ange receiving notches 166, 
Which prevent the upper plate 142 from traveling doWn 
Wardly past the locking ?anges 136 and correspondingly 
prevents the locking ?anges 136 from traveling upWardly 
past the upper plate 142. When the middle locking plate 144 
locks the locking ?ange 136 in place, the locking ?ange 136 
is trapped vertically With respect to both the upper plate 142 
and the middle plate 144. The loWer plate serves as a 
protective and spacing mechanism for the middle plate 144 
and provides more secure operation for the locking process. 
The horiZontal movement of the pipette 130 is restrained by 
its inserted disposition into the smooth and close ?tting bore 
120 in the pipette lock 118. 

[0057] As seen in FIG. 4B, the pipette tip 130 may be held 
upright in the pipette holder 150 With assistance by the 
pipette holder alignment taps 252. The holder alignment taps 
252 serve to hold the pipette tip 130 a small distance above 
the pipette holder 150. The holder alignment taps 252 serve 
to engage the pipette holder 150 instead of the locking ?ange 
136 or the distal end 170 of the pipette tip 130. This alloWs 
the locking ?ange 136 to stand aWay from the upper surface 
of the pipette holder 150 Without forcing the distal end 170 
of the pipette tip 130 contacting the pipette holder 150. 
Alternatively, the alignment taps 252 may be omitted if 
circumstances Warrant. 

[0058] FIG. 5 shoWs the lifting of the chassis 112 by the 
vertical displacement motor 192 so that the pipettes 130 are 
brought free from the pipette tip holder 150. As shoWn in 
FIG. 5, the pipette block 118 may be pulled vertically aWay 
from the locking plate assembly 140. In doing so, ?uid 
(generally in the form of air) travels into the pipette 130 via 
the pipette tip 170 and into the pipette 130. The available 
volume for the pipette 130 is generally that of the pipette tip 
itself 130, as Well as Whatever volume of the bore 120 is 
present above the open proximal end 132 of the pipette tip 
130. By moving the pipette block 118 relative to the locking 
plate assembly 140, the effective volume of the pipette tips 
is increased and decreased. The change in volume is made 
by changing the volume of the pipette block bore 120 above 
the circumscribing rib seals 134 adjacent the open proximal 
end 132 of the pipettes 130. In this Way, by moving the 
pipette block vertically With respect to the locking plate 
assembly, the open proximal ends 132 of the pipette tips 130 
travel further out of or into the pipette block bores 120. Fluid 
then enters or escapes the open tapered pipette tip openings 
170 in order to aspirate or expel such ?uids. 

[0059] Also shoWn in FIG. 5 is a mechanical conveyor 
system 180 on Which the pipette tip holder 150 sits. The 
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mechanical conveyor 180 may have a precision screW 182 or 
the like that may move a conveyor platform 184 relative to 
the pipettor 100. In this Way, pipette tip holders, microtiter 
receptacles, and the like can be precisely positioned beloW 
the pipette tip openings 170 for titration or pipetting. 

[0060] As both the pipettor 100 and the mechanical con 
veyor system 180 are automated, and as automation of the 
placement and displacement of pipetting receptacles on the 
conveyor platform 184 is knoWn in the art, it can be seen that 
the pipettor 100 of the present invention provides a very 
automated, as Well as reliable, accurate and precise, means 
by Which pipetting and titration can take place in the 
laboratory, factory, or otherWise. Such automation may be 
achieved robotically or otherWise, generally in a computer 
aided fashion. 

[0061] FIG. 6 shoWs a rear perspective vieW of the 
pipettor 100, mechanical conveyor 180, as Well as the 
vertical pipettor support 190. The mechanical pipettor sup 
port alloWs the chassis 112 to be disposed vertically With 
respect to the mechanical conveyor 180 by a vertical dis 
placement motor 192. As shoWn in FIG. 6, a vertical 
displacement screW 194 rests upon a vertical displacement 
block stop 196 and passes through the vertical displacement 
motor 192. The vertical displacement motor may rotate an 
element in the manner of a threaded nut about the vertical 
displacement screW 194. As the vertical displacement screW 
194 is rotationally ?xed about its long axis With respect to 
the vertical displacement block stop 196, the vertical dis 
placement screW does not turn With respect to the vertical 
pipettor support 190 or otherWise. Consequently, the turning 
of the internal member Within the vertical displacement 
motor 192 causes the motor to travel along the length of the 
vertical displacement screW 194. Depending upon the direc 
tion that the motor 192 turns, the chassis 192 moves up or 
doWn With respect to the vertical pipettor support 190 as the 
vertical displacement motor 192 is ?xed With respect to the 
chassis 112 as by a motor mount 198 or the like. 

[0062] Also shoWn in FIG. 6 is the tip locking motor 210, 
Which is mounted to the chassis via a locking motor mount 
212 or the like. A locking plate screW 214 passes through the 
locking motor 210 and engages the locking plate 144. The 
locking plate 144 is then controlled by the motion of the 
locking plate screW as it travels relative to the locking motor 
210. Depending upon the direction of travel of the locking 
motor 210, the locking plate screW 214 travels toWard the 
chassis or aWay from the chassis respectively unlocking or 
locking the locking plate and any pipette tips 130 that are 
properly disposed With respect to the locking plate assembly 
140. 

[0063] Having described hoW the pipette tips 130 are 
engaged and operated by the pipettor 100 of the present 
invention, the process of pipette tip disengagement then 
occurs When the pipette block 118 disengages the open 
proximal pipette ends 132 by traveling sufficiently aWay 
from the locking plate assembly 140 so as to free itself from 
the pipette tips 130. As the locking plate assembly 140 holds 
the pipette tips 130 in place, the pipette block 118 may be 
lifted by the pipette block motor 110 so that it travels 
suf?ciently high so as to disengage the open proximal ends 
132 of the pipette tips 130. As there is no connection 
betWeen the pipette tips 130 and the pipette block 118, the 
pipette block 118 can then free itself from the pipette tips. 
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[0064] Preferably, the chassis 112 has inserted the open 
tapered ends 170 of the pipette tips 130 into a pipette holder 
150. Prior to the removal of the pipette block 118 from the 
pipettes 130. In so disposing the pipette tips 130, the 
removal of the pipette block 118 from the pipette tips 130 
leaves the pipette tips 130 held in place only by the locking 
plate assembly 140. Upon disengagement of the pipette 
block 118, the locking plate assembly 140 may then disen 
gage the tips 130 When the middle locking plate 144 travels 
forWard. By gravity or otherWise, the pipette tips are then 
free to descend into the pipette tip holder 150 and the chassis 
112 may be lifted aWay from the pipette tip holder 150, 
leaving the pipette tips 130 behind. Upon clearing the open 
proximal ends 132 of the pipette tips 130, the mechanical 
conveyor 180 may then dispose another set of pipette tips 
130 in a pipette holder 150 beneath the pipettor 100 in order 
to repeat the engagement, pipetting, and disengagement 
processes. This cycle of engagement, pipetting, and disen 
gagement may be repeated as many times as is desired. 

[0065] Additionally, as means exist by Which precise and 
accurate registration may be enabled betWeen the pipettor 
100 and pipette tip holders 150, this process may be highly 
automated. Such registration techniques can also be used for 
microtiter receptacles into Which or from Which ?uids may 
be pipetted by the pipettor 100. 

[0066] FIG. 9 shoWs an exploded vieW of the pipettor 100 
With the vertical displacement and locking plate motors, as 
Well as the vertical pipettor support are removed to better 
indicate the individual elements of the pipettor 100. 

[0067] FIG. 10 shoWs an embodiment of a pipette tip 130 
With a locking ?ange 136 and circumscribing sealing ribs 
134. Additionally, at the open proximal end 132 of the 
pipette tip 130 are alignment taps or detents 250 Which travel 
outWardly from the open proximal end 132 of the pipette tip 
130. The alignment taps 250 serve as alignment means for 
the pipette tip 130 and angle outWardly to form a small right 
triangle With the pipette tip 130. The hypotenuse of this right 
triangle travels from a ?rst end generally ?ush and adjacent 
to the open proximal end 132 and travels outWardly as the 
distance increases from the open proximal end 132. The 
height of the alignment tap at its terminal end is preferably 
less than or equal to the circumscribing and sealing ribs 134. 
This ensures that the ribs 134 act as a seal When they are 
compressed against the smooth sides of the pipette block 
bores 120. 

[0068] The sealing ribs 134 may take several embodi 
ments. As shoWn in FIG. 10, the sealing ribs are narroWly 
spaced apart and may form an accordion like structure With 
each rib having a pointed or edged perimeter. As the sealing 
ribs are generally made of the same material as the pipette 
tip 130 itself, the sealing ribs preferably provide a ?exible 
perimeter that alloWs the establishment of a sliding seal With 
any circumscribing channel such as the holes 120 in the 
pipette block 118 (FIG. 1). The pointed nature of the sealing 
ribs 134 alloWs a signi?cant degree of ?exibility in such ?ns 
as Well as giving the sealing ribs a high tolerance for 
different angles of engagement. 

[0069] Alternative con?gurations from the pointed or 
?nned perimeter of the sealing ribs 134 includes the use of 
rounded ribs, square ribs, oval perimeter ribs and the like. 

[0070] The alignment taps 250 help to align the pipette tip 
130 inside the bore 120 When the pipette block 118 engages 
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the pipette tip 130 during the engagement process. If the axis 
of the pipette bore 120 is not parallel and/or aligned With that 
of the pipette tip 130, the alignment taps exert forces or 
torques upon the pipette tip 130 in order to better align it 
With the pipette block bore 120. This helps to ensure better 
engagement of the pipette tip 130 by the pipette block 118 
and helps to ensure that such engagement is in an aligned 
manner so that the tapered, open, and operating end 170 of 
the pipette tips 130 are uniformly spaced With respect to one 
another as they are all centrally aligned and engaged With the 
pipette block bores 120. While FIG. 10 shoW three of four 
alignment taps 250 equally-spaced about the open proximal 
end 132 of the pipette tip 130, three equally-spaced taps 250 
Would also effectively balance the forces and torques to align 
the pipette tip 130 With any holder impressed onto the 
pipette tip end 132. 

[0071] As shoWn in FIGS. 11 and 12, the pipette tips 130 
of the present invention may be used in conjunction With 
single roW or other multiple roW hand held or automatic 
pipettors 270. Such pipettors may be manual or automatic in 
nature and may use a series of plungers 272 in order to 
perform ejection of the tips and possibly additionally operate 
as the volume-changing element so as to perform pipetting 
operations through the pipette tip. 

[0072] The pipettor 270 generally has a pipette block 274 
into Which the pipette tips 130 ?t as described above. The 
process by Which the pipette tips 130 ?t into the pipette 
block 274 may be as described above With the pipette block 
274 descending to engage the open proximal end 132 of the 
pipette tip as Well as the sealing ribs 134. Once engaged by 
the pipette block 274, the pipette tips 130 may then be used 
for pipetting operations. 

[0073] A slidable pipette plunger assembly 276 may 
engage the pipette block 274 through apertures or holes 278 
present through the top of the pipette block 274. The 
plungers or pistons 272 are attached to the pipette plunger 
assembly 276 and by traveling into or out of the pipette 
block 274 to respectively expel or aspirate liquid volumes 
through the pipette tips 130. 

[0074] When the pipette tips 130 are ready to be replaced, 
the pipette plunger assembly 276 descends into the pipette 
block 274. The plungers 272 then engage interior portions of 
the pipette tips 130 forcing them out of the pipette chambers 
280. In this Way, the pipette tips 130 are readily engaged by 
the pipette block 274 and are disengaged simultaneously by 
the plungers 272 of the pipette plunger assembly 276. 

[0075] While the present invention has been described 
With regards to particular embodiments, it is recogniZed that 
additional variations of the present invention may be devised 
Without departing from the inventive concept. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A pipettor, comprising: 

a chassis; 

a pipette block coupled to said chassis, said pipette block 
de?ning a plurality of pipette bores adapted to slidably 
receive pipette tips; and 

said pipette bores having an open end and a closed end; 
Whereby 






