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COMBINATION PLATE AND GLASS HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] THIS invention relates to a combination plate and 
glass holder. 

[0002] It is a common occurrence at cocktail parties that 
guests need to hold a drink in one hand and a plate of food 
in the other. This leads to the inconvenient situation that 
neither the food can be eaten nor other guests greeted, as 
both hands are occupied. It Would thus be desirable to free 
one hand from either holding the drink or holding the plate 
While still having both these items at hand. 

[0003] A possible solution to the problem has been pro 
posed in the form of a C-shaped receptacle that may be 
clipped onto a plate. This arrangement is hoWever only 
suitable for stemmed glasses Which can slide into and out of 
the receptacle. A glass having a cylindrical shape, typically 
a Whiskey-glass, Will thus not ?t into this C-shaped recep 
tacle. 

[0004] 
problem. 

It is an object of this invention to address this 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] According to the present invention there is pro 
vided a combination plate and glass holder including a 
holding means by Which a user may hold the combination 
plate and glass holder; a gripping means for gripping an edge 
of a plate; and a receptacle for receiving a glass or the like, 
the receptacle having a base such that a Wide range of 
glasses may be supported on the base and held Within the 
receptacle. 

[0006] According to another aspect of the invention a 
series of concentric ridges are formed on the base of the 
receptacle to accommodate the bases of a range of glasses of 
different siZes. 

[0007] The holding means is operatively located such that 
the Weight of the plate and the Weight of the glass are at least 
partially balanced When held by the user. 

[0008] The combination plate and glass holder is prefer 
ably formed by moulding a polymer. 

[0009] The combination plate and glass holder may also 
be produced by forming the receptacle, holding means and 
gripping means as separate components after Which they can 
be connected to form the combination plate and glass holder. 

[0010] The combination plate and glass holder may 
include a disc that is locatable around the stem of a stemmed 
glass such that When the disc is located around the stem of 
a stemmed glass that is located in the receptacle, movement 
of the glass in the receptacle is restricted by the disc. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] The invention Will noW be described in more detail, 
by Way of eXample only, With reference to the accompanying 
draWings in Which: 

[0012] FIG. 1 shoWs a perspective vieW of a combination 
plate and glass holder according to a ?rst embodiment of the 
invention; 
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[0013] FIG. 2 shoWs a cross-section at the line 2-2 in FIG. 
1 as Well as a glass and a plate located Within the plate and 
glass holder; 
[0014] FIG. 3 shoWs a top vieW of the plate and glass 
holder also holding a plate and a glass respectively accord 
ing to the ?rst embodiment of the invention; 

[0015] FIG. 4 shoWs a sectional vieW of a second embodi 
ment of the invention; 

[0016] FIG. 5 shoWs a perspective vieW of a third embodi 
ment of the invention; 

[0017] FIG. 6 shoWs a side vieW of the third embodiment 
of the invention holding a plate and a glass; 

[0018] FIG. 7 shoWs a front vieW of the third embodiment 
of the invention; 

[0019] FIG. 8 shoWs a top vieW of the third embodiment 
of the invention and a means for locating a stemmed glass 
therein; and 

[0020] FIG. 9 shoWs an exploded vieW of the third 
embodiment of the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

[0021] FIG. 1 shoWs a perspective vieW of a plate and 
glass holder 10 according to the invention having a holding 
means 12 by Which a user may hold the combination plate 
and glass holder 10. 

[0022] A plate-gripping means 14 is located above the 
holding means. It is formed by a fulcrum member 16 and a 
gripping member 18. FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate the operation 
of the plate-holding means 14. In these ?gures an edge 
region of a plate 20 is shoWn gripped by the gripping 
member 18 and the fulcrum member 16. The Weight of the 
plate 20 creates a moment Which causes the plate to pivot on 
the fulcrum member 16. In reaction to this moment, the 
extremity of the plate is biased upWardly against the under 
side 22 of the gripping member 18, thereby securing the 
plate 20. 

[0023] A receptacle 24 is operatively connected to the 
holding means 12 and plate gripping means 14 such that, 
When a glass 26 is received in the receptacle, the Weight of 
the gripped plate 20 and its contents is at least partially 
balanced by the Weight of the glass and its contents. The 
receptacle 24 has a base 28 on Which a range of glasses, 
including stemless glasses such as the illustrated tumbler 26, 
can be supported. 

[0024] FIG. 4 depicts another embodiment of the current 
invention Where on the base 40 of the receptacle 36 ridges 
38 and 30 are formed. These ridges are in the shape of 
concentric circles around the centre of the base 40. Each 
ridge has a constant height as measured from the base 40. 
HoWever, as can be seen from FIG. 4, the height of the 
ridges increases With distance from the centre of the base 40. 
In this case the height of ridge 30 is greater than the height 
of the ridge 38. 

[0025] A glass, such as the illustrated stemmed sherry 
glass 32, having a base With a diameter less than the 
diameter of the circle formed by the ridge 38 can be placed 
on the base 40 and Will be prevented from sliding around by 
ridge 38. Should the diameter of the base of the glass be 
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greater than the circle formed by both the ridge 38 and the 
ridge 30 it can be placed so as to rest on the outer ridge 30, 
as exempli?ed by the tumbler 34. A glass having a base of 
intermediate diameter can rest on the inner ridge 38 and be 
restrained by the outer ridge. 

[0026] FIG. 3 illustrates one example of hoW the holder of 
the invention may be held manually by one hand. The thumb 
rests on the upper surface of the gripping member 18, the 
indeX and middle ?ngers are inserted into the holloW of the 
holding means 12 and the ring ?nger and little ?nger locate 
beneath the plate. With this type of grip there is a fairly good 
balance betWeen the Weight of the plate and the Weight of the 
glass, but it Will be understood that the actual degree of 
balance Will also be heavily dependent on things such as the 
design and Weight of the plate and glass as Well as the Weight 
of the contents of the plate and glass. Of course, the holding 
means can be held manually in various different Ways, at the 
discretion of the user, to achieve the best possible balance or 
degree of comfort. 

[0027] It Will be appreciated that the combination holder 
of the invention has the advantage that it alloWs the user to 
support both a plate and glass With one hand and in a 
reasonably comfortable manner. 

[0028] This embodiment of the invention can be manu 
factured by moulding a thermoplastic polymer into the 
illustrated con?guration. A Wide range of other materials 
could also be used to manufacture holders according to the 
invention. The holder could, for instance, be of fabricated 
metal construction. 

[0029] It Will be noted that the holding means includes a 
?at surface 42 and that this surface is clearly eXposed When 
the holder is in use. It is envisaged that advertising stickers 
or the like could be applied to this surface, so that the holder 
of the invention serves both a practical and promotional 
function. 

[0030] FIG. 5 depicts a third embodiment of a combina 
tion plate and glass holder 110 according to the invention. 
The holder 110 has a base 112 Which comprises a receptacle 
portion 114 and a fulcrum portion 116 Which are integrally 
formed. The portions are substantially round in shape With 
the diameter of the receptacle portion 114 being slightly 
smaller than the diameter of the fulcrum portion 116. 

[0031] A receptacle 118 is attached to the receptacle 
portion 114 of the base 112. The receptacle 118 is cylindri 
cally shaped and has a base on Which a Wide range of glass 
shapes and designs may be placed. 

[0032] Another aspect of the receptacle 118 is that it has 
tWo slots 120 in its side Wall Which tend to assist the user in 
removing certain types of glasses from the receptacle. This 
aspect can be described by Way of an eXample in Which a 
Whiskey glass 126, illustrated in broken lines on FIG. 6, is 
located in the receptacle 118. It can be appreciated that 
should the receptacle 118 have a solid side Wall, i.e. Without 
the slots 120, and the height of the Whiskey glass be 
substantially the same as that of the receptacle 118, the user 
may incur some dif?culty in removing the glass therefrom. 

[0033] This problem is hoWever addressed by the slots 
120. The user may noW engage the glass With his ?ngers via 
the slots 120 and slide the glass With relative ease from the 
receptacle 118. 

Nov. 25, 2004 

[0034] A plate-gripping member 122 is attached to the 
receptacle 118. The operating principle of the plate-gripping 
member 122 is the same as that of the previously described 
embodiments. FIG. 6 shoWs an edge portion of a plate 124 
gripped by the plate-gripping member 122 and the base 112. 
The Weight of the plate 124 creates a moment Which causes 
it to pivot on the base 112. In reaction to this moment the 
edge portion is biased in an upWard direction against the 
underside of the plate gripping member 122 thereby holding 
the plate in a gripped position. 

[0035] It can be noted that the plate-gripping member 122 
is operatively connected to the receptacle 118 such that the 
Weight of the glass 126 and its contents at least partially 
balances the Weight of the plate 124 and its contents. 

[0036] FIG. 5 shoWs ribs 128 attached to the fulcrum 
portion 116 of the base 112. FIG. 6 shoWs the plate 124 
having an edge 130 located betWeen the ribs 128. The 
function of the ribs 128 is to restrict movement of the plate 
124 on the base 112. It Will be understood that for the holder 
110 to operate effectively the edge portion of the plate 124 
has to be gripped by the plate-gripping member 122. To 
ensure grip the edge portion has to remain biased in an 
upWard direction against the underside of the plate-gripping 
member 122. The ribs 128 restrict slippage of the plate 124 
on the base 112 thereby ensuring that the edge portion 
remains biased against the plate-gripping member and hold 
ing the plate in a gripped position. 

[0037] It is envisaged that the distance betWeen the ribs 
128 Will be siZed to accommodate a Wide range of plates. 
This Will alloW some movement of the plate edge 130 
betWeen the ribs 128. The movement Will hoWever be 
limited and the edge portion of the plate 124 Will remain 
biased against the plate-gripping member 122. 

[0038] A further aspect of the invention is illustrated in 
FIG. 8 in Which a stemmed sherry glass 132 is to be placed 
in the receptacle 118. From the description above it is clear 
that the receptacle is siZed to accommodate a Wide range of 
glass siZes and designs. It Will be understood that having a 
relatively small glass located in the receptacle 118, in this 
instance the sherry glass 132, the glass Will be prone to some 
movement in the receptacle. This movement can lead to 
spillage of the glass’ contents. 

[0039] To restrict this movement a disc 134 is provided 
having a cavity 136 in the centre thereof to receive the stem 
of a stemmed glass. A slit 138 eXtends radialy from the 
cavity 136 toWards the periphery of the disc 134. 

[0040] The disc 134 is located around the stem of the 
sherry glass 132 by moving the stem 140 of the glass along 
the slit 138 until it is located in the cavity 136. It Will be 
noted that When the glass 132 With the disc 136 around its 
stem 140 is placed in the cavity 118, movement of the glass 
132 relative to the base 112 is substantially restricted. 

[0041] One eXample of hoW the plate holder 110 could be 
held by the user is by locating the thumb of one hand on top 
of the base 112 in the region 158 indicated on FIG. 6. The 
user’s other ?ngers are then located at the bottom of the base 
112. With this grip there is a fairly good balance betWeen the 
Weight of the plate and the Weight of the glass, but it Will be 
understood that the actual degree of balance Will also 
heavily depend on things such as the design and Weight of 
the plate and glass as Well as the contents of the plate and 
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cup. The base 112 can be held in various different Ways, at 
the discretion of the user, to achieve the best possible 
balance or degree of comfort. 

[0042] FIG. 9 shoWs an exploded vieW of the plate holder 
110 having the base 112, the receptacle 118 and the plate 
gripping member 122 as separate components. 

[0043] Turning ?rstly to the attachment of the receptacle 
118 to the base 112 it Will be noted that the receptacle portion 
114 of the base 112 includes a cavity 142 for receiving the 
receptacle 118. Attached to the base 112 and Within the 
cavity 142 are tWo connector plugs 144, having stems 146 
and heads 148, Which can be received by tWo keyholes 150 
located at the base 152 of the receptacle 118. 

[0044] The receptacle 118 is attached to the base 112 by 
?rstly locating the heads 148 of the plugs 144 through the 
large cavities 154 of the keyholes 150 When the base 152 of 
the receptacle are placed on the base 112. Hereafter the 
receptacle 118 is rotated in a clockWise direction until the 
stems 146 are located in the small cavities 156 of the 
keyholes 150 and the heads 148 of the connector plugs 144 
restrict the receptacle 118 being removed from the base 112. 

[0045] It should be noted that the heads 148 are located in 
recesses 156 at the base 152 of the receptacle 118 When the 
base 112 is attached to the receptacle 118. It Will be 
understood that should the plugs 144 eXtend from the base 
152 upWardly into the receptacle 118, they could cause a 
glass to stand unbalanced in the receptacle 118 and therefore 
spill its contents. The recesses 156 ensure that the base 152 
has a ?at horiZontal plane free from protruding plugs. 

[0046] The plate-gripping member 122 is attached to the 
receptacle 118 using plugs and keyholes in a manner similar 
to that described above for the attachment of the base 112 
and receptacle 118. It Will be noted that the keyholes’ larger 
cavities are located beloW the smaller cavities. It Will be 
understood that the plugs 144 of the plate-gripping member 
122 may be located in a locked position by moving it in an 
upWard position such that the necks of the plugs are located 
in the smaller cavities of the keyholes. It Will also be 
understood that the plugs of the plate-gripping member 122 
Will be held in a locked position When a plate is gripped. 
This is effected by the moment that is eXerted by the plate 
being gripped, forcing the plate-gripping member 122 in an 
upWard direction. 

[0047] It is envisaged that the base 112, the receptacle 118 
and the plate-gripping member 122 can be permanently 
attached to each other after assembly by glue or other types 
of adhesives. 

[0048] The base 112, receptacle 118 and the plate-gripping 
member 122 of the embodiment can be formed by moulding 
a thermoplastic polymer into the illustrated components for 
assembly of the holder 110. A Wide range of material may 
hoWever be used to manufacture the components. It Would 
be appreciated that the plate holder 118 could also be 
moulded as a unit. 

[0049] The disc in this embodiment Was made from card 
board but a Wide range of materials may be employed, 
typically thermoplastic polymers. 
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[0050] It Will be appreciated that a relatively small plate 
may be placed on the base 112 and Which does not eXtend 
over the periphery of the base 112. In this instance no 
moment Will be created by the Weight of the plate Whereby 
it can pivot such that an end portion of the plate may abut 
the underside of the gripping member 122. In this case, the 
plate Will be gripped in a loose fashion by the gripping 
member 122 as opposed to the abutting grip described 
above. It Will therefore be understood that the use of the term 
gripped as used in the speci?cation should be seen in a Wide 
sense and not be limited to a tight hold. 

[0051] It should be clear that the advantage in having a 
receptacle With a base as illustrated in the various embodi 
ments is that a Wide range of glasses of different siZe and 
design can be accommodated Within the receptacle. 

1. A combination plate and glass holder of moulded 
plastic construction and including: 

a generally ?at support surface on Which the underside of 
a plate can be supported, 

a gripping formation located alongside the support surface 
for locating over and gripping an edge of a plate 
supported on the support surface, 

a plurality of upstanding formations on the support sur 
face, at different distances from the gripping formation, 
for engaging doWnWardly projecting ridges on the 
undersides of different plates to restrict slippage, 

a receptacle attached to and located to one side of the 
support surface for receiving glass, the receptacle hav 
ing a circular base on Which any of a Wide range of 
different glasses received by the receptacle can be 
supported, and 

a holding means at Which a user may hold the combina 
tion plate and glass holder With one hand, the holding 
means being located betWeen the support surface and 
the receptacle. 

2. A combination plate and glass holder according to 
claim 1 Wherein the upstanding formations are provided by 
a series of concentric, curved ridges in the support surface. 

3. A combination plate and glass holder according to 
claim 1 Wherein the receptacle has a side Wall having an 
upper edge formed With spaced apart recesses therein such 
that a user can, through the recessions, grip a glass located 
in the receptacle With his ?ngers. 

4. A combination plate and glass holder according to 
claim 3 Wherein the recesses are provided by inclined slots 
in the side Wall of the receptacle. 

5. (Canceled) 
6. A combination plate and glass holder according to 

claim 2 Wherein the receptacle has a side Wall having an 
upper edge formed With spaced apart recesses therein such 
that a user can, through the recesses, grip a glass located in 
the receptacle With his ?ngers. 

* * * * * 


