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or nests in a conventional manner separately from the baf?e 
insert. The baffle insert can be snapped into the lid bead 
When the lid is used to close a container. The lid and the 
baffle insert can be manufactured from the same material. 
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Fig. 5 
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SPLASH RESISTANT LID WITH A SNAP-ON 
BAFFLE 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to containers With lids 
designed to prevent splashing and spillage of liquids stored 
in the containers. More particularly, the invention relates to 
a cover assembly comprising a lid and a baffle insert 
designed to minimize splashing and spillage of the liquids 
from the containers during transportation. 

[0002] In the groWing take-out food market segment bev 
erages and other hot and cold liquids are often transported 
betWeen the point of sale or distribution and the place of 
consumption. Typically hot and cold beverages are poured 
into a disposable container and closed With a snap-on lid 
keeping the container closed by engaging With the upper 
brim of the container. It often happened that the transported 
liquids jiggle and splash during transportation, causing the 
liquids to spill out of the cup or container and cause 
inconvenience, damage or injury. To prevent such undesir 
able results from happening, many cups and containers are 
provided With a spill and splash resistant lid or cover 
designed to prevent leakage and splashing from the con 
tainer. Generally, such splash and spill resistant lids com 
prise a removable cover With a peripheral portion snap 
?tting tightly over the brim of the cup or container. The 
tightly ?t lid prevents the undesirable spillage of the liquids 
out of the container, While alloWing a person to drink or sip 
the liquids through the lid remaining on the cup. A sip 
opening and a vent opening are punched in the lid to alloW 
the person to drink from the cup With the lid on. The 
openings are typically con?gured and designed to prevent 
the spillage of the liquids When the cup transported or 
unintentionally moved. Such lids are often used on dispos 
able cups and other containers taken by persons to, or served 
on, moving vehicles, boats, airplanes, trains and other means 
of transportation. 

[0003] One of the problems associated With the snap-on 
lids is that While they considerably reduce the spillage, 
splashing of a hot beverage or another liquid through a sip 
opening can happen every time a container is moved. 
Typical for designs of snap-on disposable lids, a sip opening 
is positioned close to the edge of the lid, While a vent 
opening is positioned either in the center of the lid or near 
the edge of the lid oppositely from the sip opening. To 
prevent spillage from the containers covered by such lids, a 
baffle or a splash guard is disposed above the liquid. For 
example, US. Pat. No. 4,213,537 to Caccavale describes a 
lid and a disc insert for a take-out hot food container. The lid 
and a disc-shaped insert are assembled either in a snap-on or 
press-?t engagement in order to de?ne an insulating air 
space betWeen the insert and the top of the lid to provide a 
degree of insulation for the hot food inside the container. To 
enable air ventilation, the insert has one or more vent holes. 
At least one bead is formed on the side Wall of the lid to snap 
on and engage a retention member of the container. The 
insert itself is spaced apart from the container and is retained 
in assembly With the lid by a spaced apart bead in a snap-on 
engagement. The lid itself has one or more vent holes 
disposed out of registry or vertical alignment With the insert 
vent holes. 

[0004] Another example of a container lid is described in 
US. Pat. No. 4,322,014 to Philip. In that patent both a 
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drinking opening and a vent opening have a baf?e arrange 
ment such that the axis of the baffle, taken along the ?uid 
?oW lines, forms a straight line and does not folloW the 
contour or radius of the exterior of the lid, making it a rather 
complicated design. Similarly, US. Pat. No. 2,761,301 to 
Tellier, US. Pat. No. 3,313,447 to Spencer, and US. Pat. 
No. 3,549,044 to Lerner describe an anti-splash guard Which 
can be inserted doWnWardly into a container to minimiZe a 
risk of spillage from a container onto a person. Those 
anti-splash guards are pressed a considerable distance into 
the containers, minimiZing the useable space Which could be 
?lled With a beverage or other liquid. 

[0005] It Would therefore be desirable to provide a splash 
resistant assembly for-a container, alloWing a person to 
transport the container Without spilling the liquid from it and 
drink the liquid through the sip hole of the same lid after 
transporting the container to the place of consumption. In 
particular, dome-shaped hot drink lids are knoWn for alloW 
ing a hot or cold liquid to splash or spill out When the cups 
or containers covered by such lids are shaken or jostled 
during transportation or handling. Therefore, a need exists to 
provide a spill and splash resistant lid assembly for the take 
out food market to minimiZe the risk of spillage While 
transporting a cup of soup or beverage. It Would also be 
desirable if a splash resistant lid assembly having a simple 
design and not taking up useable space of the container 
could be provided. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0006] To address the above-described and related needs, 
the present invention provides an assembly comprising a lid 
and a baffle insert. In a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, the assembly comprises a dome-shaped lid and a 
disc-shaped baffle insert. In particular, the invention com 
prises a cover assembly for a container Which has a side Wall 
With a brim disposed around the top portion of the side Wall. 
The cover assembly comprises a lid having a lid peripheral 
portion With a continuous lid bead running around the 
peripheral portion. The lid bead has a horiZontal brim 
portion, Which can be annular, and a doWnWardly extending 
peripheral skirt portion con?gured to engage With the curled 
or rolled brim in a snap ?tting manner. A baffle made of a 
?exible material comprises a baf?e peripheral portion, a ?rst 
horiZontal surface, Which can be annular, and a plurality of 
openings disposed along the baffle peripheral portion. The 
con?guration of the baffle is such that the baffle can be 
inserted into the lid by engaging the baffle peripheral portion 
in a snap ?t relationship With the continuous radial lid bead 
and by engaging the ?rst horiZontal surface of the baffle in 
a ?tting relationship With the horiZontal portion of the lid 
When the baffle peripheral portion is retained betWeen the 
horiZontal portion of the lid and the brim. In the case of an 
annular disc-shaped baffle insert, the openings are disposed 
along the circumference of the peripheral portion of the 
baffle. In one of the embodiments of the invention an 
additional opening is provided in the center of the disc 
shaped baf?e insert. 

[0007] The lid and the baffle can be made of the thermo 
plastic or paper material and be of approximately the same 
thickness. Since the lid is preferably used With drinking cups 
or soup boWls, the lid comprises a drinking, or sip, opening 
in the dome portion of the lid. It is important to note that the 
siZe of the openings provided around the periphery of the 
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baffle insert should be generally smaller than that of the sip 
opening in the dome portion of the lid. Such a relationship 
betWeen the siZe of the sip opening and the siZe of the 
openings around the periphery of the baffle insert greatly 
reduces the spillage from splashing While still making it 
possible and convenient for a person to drink through the lid. 
The openings in the baffle control the splashing While 
alloWing access the liquid to the sip opening When the 
container is tilted for drinking. 

[0008] When the splash-resistant lid assembly is snapped 
onto a container, it provides a splash-resistant container 
assembly. The container itself has a side Wall With a top 
portion and a curled or rolled brim disposed along the top 
portion of the side Wall. The brim extends radially outWard 
from the top portion of the side Wall and circumferes the top 
portion of the container. The lid has a lid peripheral portion 
With a continuous radial lid bead having a horiZontal portion 
and a doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt portion. The 
continuous radial lid bead preferably engages With the brim 
in a snap ?tting manner When the lid closes the container. A 
baffle insert has a baf?e peripheral portion Which may be 
disposed in the doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt por 
tion of the lid bead betWeen the rim and the horiZontal 
portion of the lid bead When the insert is snapped into the lid 
bead. The baffle insert has a plurality of openings disposed 
around the baffle peripheral portion to prevent the liquid 
inside the container from splashing and spilling out of the 
container. The con?guration of the baffle is such that When 
the baffle is inserted into the lid, the baffle peripheral portion 
engages in a snap ?t relationship With the continuous radial 
lid bead. 

[0009] According to the inventive method, assembling a 
lid With a baffle insert for the above-described container 
comprises providing a lid With a lid peripheral portion and 
a continuous peripheral lid bead around the peripheral 
portion. The peripheral lid bead comprises an annular hori 
Zontal portion and a doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt 
portion, the bead con?gured to engage With the rim in a snap 
?tting manner. Furthermore, the method comprises provid 
ing a baffle insert having a horiZontal surface, a baf?e 
peripheral portion, and a plurality of openings disposed 
around the baffle peripheral portion. Inserting the baffle 
insert into the lid comprises snapping the baffle peripheral 
portion into the doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt 
portion of the lid bead in a snap ?tting manner in such a Way 
that the horiZontal surface engages in the ?tting relationship 
With the horiZontal portion of the lid bead. 

[0010] Providing the components for a splash-resistant 
container comprises providing a container With a side Wall 
having a top portion and a brim disposed along the top 
portion of the side Wall. The container can be any suitable 
receptacle use to store and transport liquids. For example, in 
the food industry such a container can be a cup, a boWl or 
anything else suitable for cold and hot drinks, soups and 
other liquids. Furthermore, the method comprises providing 
a lid With a lid peripheral portion and a continuous radial lid 
bead comprising a horiZontal portion and a doWnWardly 
extending peripheral skirt portion. The bead is con?gured to 
engage With the brim in a snap ?tting manner. In particular, 
the outside diameter of the baffle is greater than the outside 
diameter of the cup and greater than the inside diameter of 
a ridge disposed beloW the lid skirt. At the same time, the 
outside diameter of the baffle is smaller than the inside 
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diameter of the lid skirt. Providing a baf?e insert With a 
horiZontal surface, a baf?e peripheral portion, and a plurality 
of openings disposed around the baffle peripheral portion is 
intended to reduce splashing of the liquid from the container. 
The con?guration of the baffle is such that the baffle can be 
inserted into the lid by engaging the baffle peripheral portion 
in a snap ?t relationship With the continuous radial lid bead 
and by engaging the ?rst horiZontal surface of the baffle in 
a ?tting relationship With the horiZontal portion of the lid 
When the baffle peripheral portion is retained betWeen the 
horiZontal portion of the lid and the brim. 

[0011] A method of assembling a splash-resistant con 
tainer according to the present invention comprises provid 
ing a container With a side Wall having a top portion and a 
rim disposed along the top portion of the side Wall, and 
providing a lid With a lid peripheral portion and a continuous 
radial lid bead. The radial lid bead comprises a horiZontal 
portion and a doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt portion 
and is con?gured to engage With the rim in a snap ?tting 
manner. Providing a baffle insert With a horiZontal surface, 
a baf?e peripheral portion, and a plurality of openings 
disposed along the baffle peripheral portion is the step 
intended to reduce the splashing of the liquid from the 
container. Reducing splashing is accomplished by inserting 
the baffle insert into the lid by snapping the baffle peripheral 
portion into the doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt 
portion of the lid bead in a snap ?tting manner in such a Way 
that the horiZontal surface is in a ?lting relationship With the 
horizontal portion of the lid bead. Alternatively, a user can 
proceed by disposing the baffle insert on the container in 
such a Way that the peripheral portion of the baffle insert is 
in registry With the rim. Finally, snap-?tting the lid onto the 
rim and sandWiching the baffle peripheral portion of the 
horiZontal surface betWeen the horiZontal portion of the lid 
and the rim closes the container in a desired splash-mini 
miZing manner. 

[0012] Other aspects and features of the present invention 
Will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art from a 
revieW of the folloWing detailed description of preferred 
embodiments in conjunction With the accompanying draW 
mgs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional vieW of an assembly 
comprising a lid With a baffle according to the present 
invention. 

[0014] 
holes. 

[0015] 
[0016] 
[0017] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of an assembly of 
the present invention as used With a cup. 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a detailed vieW of section Aof a snap-on 
?tted engagement of a lid, baffle and cup. 

FIG. 2a is a top vieW of a baffle With a plurality of 

FIG. 2b is a top vieW of an alternative baffle. 

FIG. 3 is a top vieW of a lid. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0019] Referring noW to FIG. 1, an illustrated cover 
assembly designated as 10 comprises a lid 15 and a baffle 11. 
The terms “baffle” and “baffle insert” are used throughout 
this description interchangeably. Lid 15 can be made of any 
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material conventionally used for manufacturing lids. For 
example, a thermoplastic material is generally one of the 
suitable choices. In the particular embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 1, lid 15 has a raised dome portion 36 Which makes it 
convenient for a person to drink out of a cup closed by lid 
15. There is no requirement that portion 36 of lid 15 be 
exactly as shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, Which depict the 
particular lid for the purpose of illustration. Dome portion 36 
of FIG. 1 has a horiZontal surface 12 and a ridge 17 of 
different Widths 16 and 18. Depending on the application, 
ridge 17 can have a uniform Width. A sip portion is disposed 
in ridge 17 of Width 16. It is contemplated by the present 
invention that the sip portion can be a sip opening 14 
disposed in dome portion 36. It is also contemplated that the 
sip portion can be precon?gured (perforated, sealed, scored, 
or precut) to become sip opening 14 When a user pokes the 
sip portion With a straW, or tears back the perforated portion, 
or unseals the sip portion to form the sip opening. Opening 
14 can be a larger siZe opening for consuming soups, or it 
can be smaller siZe opening for consuming beverages. A 
depression 21 located in horiZontal surface 12 (also called a 
“nose nook”) is provided for the user’s nose clearance When 
the lid is tilted at a steep angle. Avent opening can also be 
provided in lid 15 in any convenient location. As illustrated 
in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, sip opening 14 is located off the center 
of dome portion 36 to make it convenient for a person to 
drink through lid 15. It is contemplated that sip opening 14 
can be located anyWhere on horiZontal surface 12 as may be 
designed for certain use. In the particular embodiment 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 3 opening 14 is a larger siZe opening 
suitable for consuming soups. A frusto-conical sloping sur 
face 13 joins dome portion 36 With a continuous lid bead 19. 
Lid bead 19 has a horiZontal portion 20 and a doWnWardly 
extending peripheral skirt portion 22 Which, in turn, joins a 
loWer skirt 24 outWardly ?aring of the lid. 

[0020] Baf?e 11 inserted into lid bead 19 has a plurality of 
openings more clearly illustrated in FIG. 2a. Baf?e 11 can 
be characteriZed by a peripheral portion 34 and a center 35. 
In a preferred embodiment the thickness of baf?e 11 is 
substantially uniform. As shoWn in the particular example of 
FIG. 2a, openings 26 are disposed along peripheral portion 
34 and in center 35 of the baf?e. The siZe of openings 26 is 
generally smaller than the siZe of sip opening 14 in the lid. 
Such a relationship betWeen the smaller siZe of the openings 
in the baf?e insert and the larger siZe of the sip opening 
makes it possible for the baf?e to restrain the liquid from 
splashing from the container covered by the lid during 
transportation, While still providing a su?iciently large sip 
opening for a person to drink through the lid When the 
container is tilted for drinking. It is also desirable that 
openings 26 in the baf?e are not in registry With sip opening 
14, preventing the splashed liquid from spilling over through 
the sip opening during transportation, but alloWing a person 
to drinking through the lid When a container is tilted. To 
accomplish non-registry of openings 26 and sip opening 14, 
keying of the baf?e and skirt portion 22 can be used. For 
example, as shoWn in FIG. 2b, baf?e 11 can be provided 
With one or more notches 23 (FIG. 2b shoWs tWo notches 23 
for illustration, but not for limitation) aligned With the 
corresponding number of protrusions 25 on the inside sur 
face of lid bead 19. The shape of one or more notches 23 and 
the corresponding shape of one or more protrusions 25 can 
be any convenient shape as long as the keying function is 
accomplished. Keying of baf?e 11 and lid bead 1 be obtained 
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by visual inspection. Baf?e 11 and lid 15 can be manufac 
tured from the same or different ?exible materials suitable 
for a particular application. 

[0021] In the particular examples of FIGS. 1 and 2a, lid 
15 and baf?e 11 are annular, meaning that peripheral portion 
34 of the baf?e is annular, or disc-shaped, and can be 
characteriZed by a circumference along Which openings 26 
are disposed. Continuous lid bead 19 as illustrated in FIG. 
1 is also annular and accommodates peripheral portion 34 in 
a snap-?tting relationship. It should be noted that While the 
traditional shape of lids and cups in the food industry is 
circular, the present cover assembly invention can be suc 
cessfully utiliZed With lids, baf?es and containers of different 
geometric shapes (square, triangular and others). 

[0022] Illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3 is a top vieW of one of 
the possible embodiments of a lid used in the cover assembly 
of the present invention. Ridge 17 has sip opening 14 and 
has sloping surface 13 joining With continuous lid bead 19. 
The lid bead is shoWn to have horiZontal portion 20 and 
doWnWardly facing skirt portion 22 Which, in turn, joins a 
loWer skirt 24 outWardly ?aring of the lid. 

[0023] ShoWn in FIG. 4 is a splash-resistant container 
assembly With the lid and baf?e insert provided in accor 
dance With the present invention. Container 40 can be any 
receptacle suitable for carrying liquids, such a cup, a boWl, 
a can or any similar object. Container 40 can be of any 
suitable siZe and shape dictated by hoW the container is used. 
As one of the examples, food containers used in the take-out 
food industry can be disposable or non-disposable cups and 
boWls. Typically, such cups and boWls have cylindrical or 
conical or frusto-conical shape and are made of foamed 
polystyrene or paper. Aliquid 32, such as a hot or cold drink 
beverage or soup, is usually poured into the volume of 
container 40. Container 40 comprises a side Wall 30 having 
a top portion 31 and a brim 28. As shoWn in FIG. 4 and in 
more detail in FIG. 5, brim 28 extends radially outWardly 
from top portion 31 to receive lid bead 19 in a snap-?tting 
manner. Baf?e 11 is inserted into the lid by engaging baf?e 
peripheral portion 34 into lid bead 19 in a snap-?t relation 
ship. DoWnWardly extending peripheral skirt portion 22 
receives peripheral portion 34 of the baf?e Which remains 
securely inserted into lid bead 19. Continuous lid bead 19 is 
then snapped onto brim 28 of container 40, securing cover 
assembly 10 on top portion 31 of side Wall 30 of the 
container and sandWiching peripheral portion 34 of baf?e 11 
betWeen horiZontal portion 20 of continuous lid bead 19 and 
brim 28. As can be seen in FIG. 4, baf?e 11 of uniform 
thickness becomes securely inserted betWeen the lid and 
brim 28. The smaller openings 26 in baf?e 11 prevent the 
splashing of liquid 32 from container 40 and spilling out of 
container 40 through sip opening 14. The baf?e does not take 
up space in container 40, maximiZing the amount of liquid 
32 that can be poured into and transported in container 40. 
When container 40 is tilted, openings 26 Will let liquid 32 
pass through them so that a person can drink liquid 32 
through larger sip opening 14. Apreferred shape of container 
40 is cylindrical or frusto-conical, the preferred shape lid 
bead 19 of cover assembly 10 is annular, and the preferred 
shape of baf?e insert 11 is a circular disc. The described 
preferred shapes should not be considered as limiting, since 
other shapes of the container, the lid bead and the baf?e 
insert can be utiliZed in a splash-resistant cover assembly 
and container of the present invention. 
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[0024] A more detailed vieW of section A (shown as a 
dashed circle in FIG. 4) is illustrated in FIG. 5. There side 
Wall 30 With top portion 31 has brim 28 shoWn With 
peripheral portion 34 of baffle 11 retained betWeen horiZon 
tal portion 20 of lid bead 19 and the brim. It can be seen from 
the detailed vieW in FIG. 5 that the height of lid bead 19, and 
in particular of doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt por 
tion 22, should be sufficient to house peripheral portion 34 
of baffle 11 and brim 28 in a snap-?tting engagement. In 
particular, baffle 11 in such a snap-?t engagement has the 
outside diameter ODb (shoWn in FIG. 2A) larger than the 
outside diameter ODc of container 40 and larger than the 
inside diameter IDI of ridge 29 beloW skirt portion 22 (ODc 
and IDI are shoWn in FIG. 5). As also shoWn in FIG. 5, ODb 
of baffle 11 is smaller that the internal diameter IDS of skirt 
portion 22. The described relation betWeen ODb and ODC, 
IDI, and IDS, respectively, provide for retaining the baffle 
betWeen horiZontal portion 20 of lid bead 19 and brim 28. 
Lids 15 of the type shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 4 can be 
transported and delivered to the place of use in conventional 
nested stacks. When the lid is used to close a cup or a boWl, 
the baffle can be snapped into the lid to form the cover 
assembly of the present invention and to close the container. 

[0025] The present invention also provides for a method of 
assembling the cover assembly shoWn and described With 
regard to FIGS. 1-5. The method comprises providing lid 15 
With a peripheral portion having continuous radial bead 19, 
comprising horiZontal portion 20 and skirt portion 22. Fur 
thermore, the method comprises providing baffle insert 11 
having horiZontal surface 38, baffle peripheral portion 34 
and a plurality of openings 26 disposed along baffle periph 
eral portion 34. In one of the embodiments of the method, 
one of the openings 26 is disposed in center 35 of baffle 11. 
Furthermore, the method comprises inserting baffle 11 into 
lid 15 by snapping baffle peripheral portion 34 into doWn 
Wardly extending peripheral skirt portion 22 of lid bead 19 
in a snap ?tting manner. HoriZontal portion 20 engages in a 
?tting relationship With baffle peripheral portion 34, making 
it possible to provide a secure splash-resistant cover assem 
bly. As described above, the shape of lid 15 can be of any 
suitable shape. FIGS. 1 and 4 illustrate a lid With dome 
portion 36 as a particular example of the lid. Providing lid 
15 comprises providing sip opening 14 of a siZe larger than 
that of openings 26 disposed in the baffle insert, Which 
preferably is of uniform thickness. In the particular embodi 
ment of the invention, continuous lid bead 19 and baffle 
insert 11 are made of a ?exible thermoplastic material and 
are of annular shape. 

[0026] The cover assembly described above is typically 
used to provide a splash resistant container. The method of 
providing a splash-resistant container comprises providing 
container 40 With side Wall 30 having top portion 31 and 
brim 28. Container 40 can be any receptacle suitable for 
carrying liquids, such a cup, a boWl, a can or any similar 
object. Providing container 40 comprises providing a con 
tainer of any suitable siZe and shape dictated by hoW the 
container is used. As one of the examples, food containers 
used in the take-out food industry can be disposable or 
non-disposable cups and boWls. Typically, such cups and 
boWls have cylindrical or conical or frusto-conical shape and 
are made of foamed polystyrene or paper. Liquid 32, as 
shoWn in FIG. 4, such as a hot or cold drink beverage or 
soup, is usually poured into the volume of container 40. 
Furthermore, the method comprises providing lid 15 With a 
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lid peripheral portion having continuous radial bead 19. 
Bead 19 comprises horiZontal portion 20 and doWnWardly 
extending peripheral skirt portion 22 con?gured to engage 
With brim 28 in a snap ?tting manner. The method also 
comprises providing baffle 11 having horiZontal surface 38, 
baffle peripheral portion 34 and a plurality of openings 26 
disposed along baffle peripheral portion 34. 

[0027] Assembling splash resistant container 40 further 
comprises inserting baffle 11 into lid 15 by snapping baffle 
peripheral portion 34 into doWnWardly extending peripheral 
skirt portion 22 of lid bead 19 in a snap ?tting relationship. 
Alternatively, baffle 11 can be disposed on container 40 in 
such a-Way that peripheral portion 34 is in registry With brim 
28 before lid 15 is snapped on container 40. Finally, snap 
?tting lid 15 onto brim 28 sandWiches baffle peripheral 
portion 34 betWeen horiZontal portion 20 of lid 15 and brim 
28 of container 40. More particularly, snap ?tting lid 15 onto 
brim 28 comprises snapping baffle peripheral portion 34 into 
doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt portion 22 of lid 
bead 19 in a snap ?tting manner, causing horiZontal surface 
38 (at baffle peripheral portion 34) to engage in the ?tting 
relationship With horiZontal portion 20 of lid bead 19. 

[0028] While particular embodiments of the present 
invention have been shoWn and described, changes and 
modi?cations may be made to such embodiments Without 
departing from the true scope of the invention. 

1. A cover assembly for a container having a side Wall 
With a brim, the cover assembly comprising: 

a lid having a lid peripheral portion comprising a con 
tinuous radial lid bead having a horiZontal portion and 
a doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt portion, the 
continuous radial lid bead being con?gured to engage 
With the brim in a snap ?tting manner; and 

a baf?e of a ?exible material comprising a baffle periph 
eral portion, a ?rst horiZontal surface, and a plurality of 
openings disposed along the baffle peripheral portion, 
the con?guration of the baffle being such that the baffle 
can be inserted into the lid by engaging the baffle 
peripheral portion in a snap-?tting relationship With the 
continuous radial lid bead and by engaging the ?rst 
horiZontal surface of the baffle in a ?tting relationship 
With the horiZontal portion of the lid When the baffle 
peripheral portion is retained betWeen the horiZontal 
portion of the lid and the brim. 

2. The cover assembly of claim 1, Wherein the peripheral 
portion of the lid and the baffle peripheral portion are 
annular. 

3. The cover assembly of claim 2, further comprising a 
?rst opening disposed in the center of the baffle and Wherein 
the plurality of openings are disposed along the circumfer 
ence of the annular baf?e peripheral portion. 

4. The cover assembly of claim 1, Wherein the lid further 
comprises a dome portion With a sip portion and a vent 
portion and Wherein the siZe of the sip portion is larger than 
that of the plurality of openings disposed along the baffle 
peripheral portion. 

5. The cover assembly of claim 4, Wherein the sip portion 
is a sip opening. 

6. The cover assembly of claim 4, Wherein the sip portion 
is precon?gured to be opened by a user to form the sip 
opening. 
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7. The cover assembly of claim 1, wherein the lid and the 
baffle are made of a thermoplastic material. 

8. The cover assembly of claim 1, Wherein the baffle has 
a substantially uniform thickness. 

9. A splash-resistant container assembly comprising: 

a container having a side Wall With a top portion and a 
brim disposed along the top portion of the side Wall, the 
brim eXtending radially outWardly from the top portion 
of the side Wall; 

a lid having a lid peripheral portion comprising a con 
tinuous radial lid bead having a horiZontal portion and 
a doWnWardly eXtending peripheral skirt portion, the 
continuous radial lid bead engaging With the brim in a 
snap ?tting manner; and 

a baffle insert having a baffle peripheral portion disposed 
in the doWnWardly extending peripheral skirt portion of 
the lid bead betWeen the brim and the horiZontal 
portion of the lid bead, the baffle insert comprising a 
plurality of openings disposed along the baffle periph 
eral portion, the con?guration of the baffle being such 
that the baffle is inserted into the lid by engaging the 
baffle peripheral portion in a snap ?tting relationship 
With the continuous radial lid bead. 

10. The splash-resistant container of claim 9, Wherein the 
side Wall and the brim of the container are generally circular, 
and Wherein the peripheral portion of the lid is generally 
circular. 

11. The splash-resistant container of claim 9, Wherein the 
lid further comprises a sip portion and a vent opening. 

12. The splash-resistant container of claim 11, Wherein the 
sip portion is a sip opening. 

13. The splash-resistant container of claim 11, Wherein the 
sip portion is precon?gured to be opened by a user to form 
the sip opening. 

14. The splash-resistant container of claim 10, Wherein 
the baffle peripheral portion is generally annular and 
Wherein the plurality of openings is disposed along the 
circumference of the annular baf?e peripheral portion and 
Wherein an additional opening is spaced apart from the 
circumference. 

15. The splash-resistant container of claim 12, Wherein 
the siZe of the sip opening is larger than that of the plurality 
of openings disposed along the baffle peripheral portion. 

16. The splash-resistant container of claim 9, Wherein the 
baffle insert has a substantially uniform thickness. 

17. A method of assembling a lid With a baffle insert for 
a container having a side Wall and a brim, the method 
comprising: 

providing a lid having a lid peripheral portion With a 
continuous radial lid bead, the radial lid bead compris 
ing a horiZontal portion and a doWnWardly eXtending 
peripheral skirt portion and being con?gured to engage 
With the brim in a snap ?tting manner; 

providing a baffle insert having a horiZontal surface, a 
baffle peripheral portion, and a plurality of openings 
disposed along the baffle peripheral portion; and 

inserting the baffle insert into the lid by snapping the 
baffle peripheral portion into the doWnWardly eXtend 
ing peripheral skirt portion of the lid bead in a snap 
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?tting manner in such a Way that the horiZontal surface 
is in the ?tting relationship With the horiZontal portion 
of the lid bead. 

18. The method of assembling as in claim 17, Wherein 
providing the lid further comprises providing a vent opening 
and a dome portion of the lid having a sip. 

19. The method of assembling as in claim 18, Wherein the 
sip portion is a sip opening. 

20. The method of assembling as in claim 18, Wherein the 
sip portion is precon?gured to be opened by a user to form 
the sip opening. 

21. The method of assembling as in claim 19, Wherein 
providing the lid comprises providing the sip opening of a 
siZe larger than the siZe of the plurality of opening in the 
baffle insert. 

22. The method of assembling as in claim 17, further 
comprising providing the baffle insert of a substantially 
uniform thickness. 

23. The method of assembling as in claim 17, Wherein the 
side Walls and the brim of the container are generally annular 
and Wherein the baffle peripheral portion is generally annu 
lar. 

24. The method of assembling as in claim 22, Wherein 
providing the plurality of through openings comprises dis 
posing the opening along the circumference of the baffle 
peripheral portion. 

25. The method of assembling as in claim 17, further 
comprising providing the lid and the baffle insert made of a 
thermoplastic material. 

26. A method of providing a splash-resistant container 
comprising: 

providing a container comprising a side Wall having a top 
portion and a brim disposed along the top portion of the 
side Wall; 

providing a lid having a lid peripheral portion With a 
continuous radial lid bead, the radial lid bead compris 
ing a horiZontal portion and a doWnWardly extending 
peripheral skirt portion and being con?gured to engage 
With the brim in a snap ?tting manner; and 

providing a baffle insert having a horiZontal surface, a 
baffle peripheral portion, and a plurality of openings 
disposed along the baffle peripheral portion, the con 
?guration of the baffle being such that the baffle can be 
inserted into the lid by engaging the baffle peripheral 
portion in a snap ?t relationship With the continuous 
radial lid bead and by engaging the ?rst horiZontal 
surface of the baffle in a ?tting relationship With the 
horiZontal portion of the lid When the baffle peripheral 
portion is retained betWeen the horiZontal portion of the 
lid and the brim. 

27. The method of claim 26, Wherein providing the lid and 
the baffle insert comprises providing shaped annularly the 
peripheral portion of the lid and the baffle peripheral portion. 

28. The method of claim 27, Wherein providing the baffle 
insert With the plurality of openings further comprises 
providing the plurality of openings disposed along the 
circumference of the annular baffle peripheral portion and 
providing an additional opening spaced apart from the 
circumference. 

29. The method of claim 26, Wherein providing the lid 
further comprises providing a dome portion of the lid With 
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a sip opening in the dome portion, the sip opening being 
larger than the openings disposed along the baffle peripheral 
portion. 

30. The method of claim 26, further comprising providing 
the lid and the baffle insert made of a thermoplastic material. 

31. The method of claim 26, Wherein providing a con 
tainer comprises providing a cup or soup boWl. 

32. A method of assembling a splash-resistant container, 
the method comprising: 

providing a container comprising a side Wall having a top 
portion and a brim disposed along the top portion of the 
side Wall; 

providing a lid having a lid peripheral portion With a 
continuous radial lid bead, the radial lid bead compris 
ing a horiZontal portion and a doWnWardly extending 
peripheral skirt portion and being con?gured to engage 
With the brim in a snap ?tting manner; 

providing a baffle insert having a horiZontal surface, a 
baffle peripheral portion, and a plurality of openings 
disposed along the baffle peripheral portion; 

inserting the baffle insert into the lid by snapping the 
baffle peripheral portion into the doWnWardly extend 
ing peripheral skirt portion of the lid bead in a snap 
?tting manner in such a Way that the horiZontal surface 
is in the ?tting relationship With the horiZontal portion 
of the lid bead; and 

snap ?tting the lid onto the brim, thereby sandWiching the 
baffle peripheral portion of the horiZontal surface 
betWeen the horiZontal portion of the lid and the brim. 

33. The method of assembling as in claim 32, Wherein 
providing the container, the lid and the baffle insert com 
prises providing the brim, the peripheral portion of the lid, 
and the baffle peripheral portion shaped annularly. 

34. The method of assembling as in claim 33, Wherein 
providing the baffle insert With the plurality of openings 
comprises providing the plurality of openings disposed 
along the circumference of the annular baffle peripheral 
portion and providing an additional opening spaced apart 
from the circumference. 

35. The method of assembling as in claim 32, Wherein 
providing the lid further comprises providing a vent opening 
and a dome portion of the lid With a sip portion in the dome 
portion, the sip portion being a sip opening. 

36. The method of assembling as in claim 32, Wherein 
providing the lid further comprises providing a vent opening 
and a dome portion of the lid With a sip portion in the dome 
portion, the sip portion being precon?gured to be opened by 
a user to form the sip opening, the sip opening being larger 
than the openings disposed along the baffle peripheral por 
tion. 
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37. The method of assembling as in claim 32, Wherein 
providing the container comprises providing a cup or a soup 
boWl. 

38. A method of assembling a splash-resistant container, 
the method comprising: 

providing a container comprising a side Wall having a top 
portion and a brim disposed along the top portion of the 
side Wall; 

providing a lid having a lid peripheral portion With a 
continuous radial lid bead, the radial lid bead compris 
ing a horiZontal portion and a doWnWardly extending 
peripheral skirt portion and being con?gured to engage 
With the brim in a snap ?tting manner; 

providing a baffle insert having a horiZontal surface, a 
baffle peripheral portion, and a plurality of openings 
disposed along the baffle peripheral portion; 

disposing the baffle insert on the container in such a Way 
that the peripheral portion of the baffle insert is in 
registry With the brim; and 

snap ?tting the lid onto the brim, thereby sandWiching the 
baffle peripheral portion betWeen the horiZontal portion 
of the lid and the brim and thereby snapping the baffle 
peripheral portion into the doWnWardly extending 
peripheral skirt portion of the lid bead in a snap ?tting 
manner in such a Way that the horiZontal surface is in 
a ?tting relationship With the horiZontal portion of the 
lid bead. 

39. The method of assembling as in claim 38, Wherein 
providing the container, the lid and the baffle insert com 
prises providing the brim, the peripheral portion of the lid, 
and the baffle peripheral portion of annular shape. 

40. The method of assembling as in claim 38, Wherein the 
baffle insert With the plurality of openings comprises pro 
viding the plurality of openings disposed along the circum 
ference of the annular baffle peripheral portion and provid 
ing an additional opening spaced apart from the 
circumference. 

41. The method of assembling as in claim 38, Wherein 
providing the lid further comprises providing a vent opening 
and a dome portion of the lid With a sip portion in the dome 
portion, the sip portion being a sip opening. 

42. The method of assembling as in claim 38, Wherein 
providing the lid further comprises providing a vent opening 
and a dome portion of the lid With a sip portion in the dome 
portion, the sip portion being precon?gured to be opened by 
a user to form the sip opening, the sip opening being larger 
than the openings disposed along the baffle peripheral por 
tion. 


