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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides techniques for assignment 
and layout of redundant data in data storage system. In one 
aspect, the data storage system stores a number M of replicas 
of the data. Nodes that have suf?cient resources available to 
accommodate a requirement of data to be assigned to the 
system are identi?ed. When the number of nodes is greater 
than M, the data is assigned to M randomly selected nodes 
from among those identi?ed. The data to be assigned may 
include a group of data segments and when the number of 
nodes is less than M, the group is divided to form a group 
of data segments having a reduced requirement. Nodes are 
then identi?ed that have sufficient resources available to 
accommodate the reduced requirement. In other aspects, 
techniques are providing for adding a new storage device 
node to a data storage system having a plurality of existing 
storage device nodes and for removing data from a storage 
device node in such a data storage system. 
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REDUNDANT DATA ASSIGMENT IN A DATA 
STORAGE SYSTEM 

[0001] This application is related to US. Application Nos. 
(Attorney Docket Nos. 200310742-1 and 200310143-1), 
?led, (the same day as this application), the contents of 
Which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to the ?eld of data 
storage and, more particularly, to fault tolerant data repli 
cation. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Enterprise-class data storage systems differ from 
consumer-class storage systems primarily in their require 
ments for reliability. For example, a feature commonly 
desired for enterprise-class storage systems is that the stor 
age system should not lose data or stop serving data in 
circumstances that fall short of a complete disaster. To ful?ll 
these requirements, such storage systems are generally con 
structed from customiZed, very reliable, hot-sWappable 
hardWare components. Their ?rmWare, including the oper 
ating system, is typically built from the ground up. Design 
ing and building the hardWare components is time-consum 
ing and expensive, and this, coupled With relatively loW 
manufacturing volumes is a major factor in the typically 
high prices of such storage systems. Another disadvantage to 
such systems is lack of scalability of a single system. 
Customers typically pay a high up-front cost for even a 
minimum disk array con?guration, yet a single system can 
support only a ?nite capacity and performance. Customers 
may exceed these limits, resulting in poorly performing 
systems or having to purchase multiple systems, both of 
Which increase management costs. 

[0004] It has been proposed to increase the fault tolerance 
of off-the-shelf or commodity storage system components 
through the use of data replication. HoWever, this solution 
requires coordinated operation of the redundant components 
and synchroniZation of the replicated data. 

[0005] Therefore, What is needed are improved techniques 
for storage environments in Which redundant devices are 
provided or in Which data is replicated. It is toWard this end 
that the present invention is directed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention provides techniques for 
assignment and layout of redundant data in data storage 
system. In one aspect, the data storage system stores a 
number M of replicas of the data. Nodes that have suf?cient 
resources available to accommodate a requirement of data to 
be assigned to the system are identi?ed. When the number 
of nodes is greater than M, the data is assigned to M 
randomly selected nodes from among those identi?ed. The 
data to be assigned may include a group of data segments 
and When the number of nodes is less than M, the group is 
divided to form a group of data segments having a reduced 
requirement. Nodes are then identi?ed that have suf?cient 
resources available to accommodate the reduced require 
ment. 

[0007] In another aspect, a neW storage device node is 
added to a data storage system having a plurality of existing 
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storage device nodes. An existing node is identi?ed that is 
heavily loaded in comparison to other ones of the existing 
nodes. Data stored at the identi?ed existing node is moved 
to the neW node. A determination is made Whether the neW 
node is suf?ciently loaded in comparison the existing nodes. 
When the neW node is not suf?ciently loaded, the identi? 
cation and movement is repeated until the neW node is 
suf?ciently loaded. 

[0008] In yet another aspect, data is removed from a 
storage device node in a data storage system. Data at the 
storage device node from Which data is to be removed is 
selected. Other nodes of the data storage system having 
suf?cient resources available to accommodate a requirement 
of the data are identi?ed. The data is moved to a randomly 
selected node from among those identi?ed. The selection, 
identi?cation and movement is repeated until the storage 
device node to be removed is empty. The empty node may 
then be removed from the system. 

[0009] In further aspects, program storage media readable 
by a machine may tangibly embody a program of instruc 
tions executable by the machine to perform methods of 
assigning data, adding a node to a system or removing data 
from a node, as summariZed above. 

[0010] These and other aspects of the invention are 
explained in more detail herein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary storage system 
including multiple redundant storage device nodes in accor 
dance With an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0012] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary storage device for 
use in the storage system of FIG. 1 in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary timing diagram for 
performing a read operation in accordance With an embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

[0014] FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary timing diagram for 
performing a Write operation in accordance With an embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

[0015] FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary timing diagram for 
performing a data recovery operation in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0016] FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary portion of a data 
structure in Which timestamps are stored in accordance With 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0017] FIGS. 7A-C illustrate a How diagram of a method 
for maintaining the data structure of FIG. 6 in accordance 
With an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0018] FIGS. 8A-H illustrates various possible relation 
ships betWeen a range for a timestamp entry to be added to 
a data structure and a range for an existing entry; 

[0019] FIG. 9 illustrates a How diagram of a method for 
assigning data stores to storage device nodes in accordance 
With an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 10 illustrates a table for tracking assignments 
of data to storage device nodes in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
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[0021] FIG. 11 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for 
adding a neW storage device node and assigning data to the 
neW node in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention; and 

[0022] FIG. 12 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for 
removing a storage device node in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0023] The present invention provides improved tech 
niques for storage environments in Which redundant devices 
are provided or in Which data is replicated. An array of 
storage devices provides reliability and performance of 
enterprise-class storage systems, but at loWer cost and With 
improved scalability. Each storage device may be con 
structed of commodity components While their operation is 
coordinated in a decentraliZed manner. From the perspective 
of applications requiring storage services, the array presents 
a single, highly available copy of the data, though the data 
is replicated in the array. In addition, techniques are pro 
vided for accommodating failures and other behaviors, such 
as disk delays of several seconds, as Well as different 
performance characteristics of devices, in a manner that is 
transparent to applications requiring storage services. 

[0024] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary storage system 100 
including multiple redundant storage devices 102 in accor 
dance With an embodiment of the present invention. The 
storage devices 102 communicate With each other via a 
communication medium 104, such as a netWork (e.g., using 
Remote Direct Memory Access or RDMA over Ethernet). 
One or more clients 106 (e.g., servers) access the storage 
system 100 via a communication medium 108 for accessing 
data stored therein by performing read and Write operations. 
The communication medium 108 may be implemented by 
direct or netWork connections using, for example, iSCSI 
over Ethernet, Fibre Channel, SCSI or Serial Attached SCSI 
protocols. While the communication media 104 and 108 are 
illustrated as being separate, they may be combined or 
connected to each other. The clients 106 may execute 
application softWare (e.g., an email or database application) 
that generates data and/or requires access to the data. 

[0025] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary storage device 102 
for use in the storage system 100 of FIG. 1 in accordance 
With an embodiment of the present invention. As shoWn in 
FIG. 2, the storage device 102 may include an interface 110, 
a central processing unit (CPU) 112, mass storage 114, such 
as one or more hard disks, and memory 116, Which is 
preferably non-volatile (e.g., NV-RAM). The interface 110 
enables the storage device 102 to communicate With other 
devices 102 of the storage system 100 and With devices 
external to the storage system 100, such as the servers 106. 
The CPU 112 generally controls operation of the storage 
device 102. The memory 116 generally acts as a cache 
memory for temporarily storing data to be Written to the 
mass storage 114 and data read from the mass storage 114. 
The memory 116 may also store timestamps associated With 
the data, as explained more detail herein. 

[0026] Preferably, each storage device 102 is composed of 
off-the-shelf or commodity parts so as to minimiZe cost. 
HoWever, it is not necessary that each storage device 102 is 

Nov. 18, 2004 

identical to the others. For example, they may be composed 
of disparate parts and may differ in performance and/or 
storage capacity. 

[0027] To provide fault tolerance, data is replicated Within 
the storage system 100. In a preferred embodiment, for each 
data element, such as a block or ?le, at least tWo different 
storage devices 102 in the system 100 are designated for 
storing replicas of the data, Where the number of designated 
stored devices and, thus, the number of replicas, is given as 
“M.” For a Write operation, a value (e.g., for a data block) 
is stored at a majority of the designated devices 102 (e.g., in 
at least tWo devices 102 Where M is tWo or three). For a read 
operation, the value stored in majority of the designated 
devices is returned. 

[0028] For coordinating actions among the designated 
storage devices 102, timestamps are employed. In one 
aspect, a timestamp is associated With each data block at 
each storage device that indicates the time at Which the data 
block Was last updated (i.e. Written to). In addition, a log of 
pending updates to each of the blocks is maintained Which 
includes a timestamp associated With each pending Write 
operation. An update is pending Where a Write operation has 
been initiated, but not yet completed. Thus, for each block 
of data at each storage device, tWo timestamps may be 
maintained. 

[0029] For generating the timestamps, each storage device 
102 includes a clock. This clock may either be a logic clock 
that re?ects the inherent partial order of events in the system 
100 or it may be a real-time clock that re?ects “Wall-clock” 
time at each device. If using real-time clocks, these clocks 
are synchroniZed across the storage devices 102 so as to 
have approximately the same time, though they need not be 
precisely synchroniZed. SynchroniZation of the clocks may 
be performed by the storage devices 102 exchanging mes 
sages With each other or by a centraliZed application (e.g., at 
one or more of the servers 106) sending messages to the 
devices 102. For example, each timestamp may include an 
eight-byte value that indicates the current time and a four 
byte identi?er that is unique to each device 102 so as to 
avoid identical timestamps from being generated. 

[0030] In one aspect, the present invention provides a 
technique for performing coordinated read operations. A 
read request may be received by any one of the storage 
devices 102 of the storage system 100, such as from any of 
the clients 106. If the storage device 102 that receives the 
request is not a designated device for storing the requested 
block of data, that device preferably acts as the coordinator 
for the request, as explained herein. While the device that 
receives the request may also be a designated device for 
storing the data, this is not necessary. Thus, any of the 
devices 102 may receive the request. So that each device 102 
has information regarding the locations of data Within the 
system 100, each may store, or otherWise have access to, a 
data locations table (FIG. 10). The coordinator device then 
polls the designated devices (and also accesses its oWn 
storage if it is also a designated device) and returns the data 
value currently stored at a majority of the designated 
devices. 

[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary timing diagram 
300 for performing a read operation in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. Operation of the 
storage system 100 of FIG. 1, including a plurality of the 



US 2004/0230862 A1 

storage devices 102, may be controlled in accordance With 
the timing diagram of FIG. 3. 

[0032] Each of the three vertical lines 302, 304 and 306 in 
FIG. 3 represents each of three storage devices 102 in FIG. 
1 that are designated for storing the requested data. Mes 
sages communicated among the storage devices 102 are 
represented by arroWs, in Which the tail of an arroW indicates 
a device 102 that sent the message and the head of the arroW 
indicates a device that is to receive the message. Time is 
shoWn increasing from top to bottom in the diagram 300. 
Because three lines 302, 304 and 306 are shoWn, M equals 
three in this example. It Will be apparent that M may be 
greater or less than three in other examples. 

[0033] The leftmost vertical line 302 represents the stor 
age device 102 that is acting as coordinator for the read 
operation, Whereas the other lines 304 and 306 represent the 
other designated devices. The read request is illustrated in 
FIG. 3 by message 308. 

[0034] Each of the three storage devices 102 stores a value 
for the requested data block, given as “val” in FIG. 3 and, 
for each data value, each of the three storage devices stores 
tWo timestamps, given as “valTS” and “logTS.” The times 
tamp valTS indicates the time at Which the data value Was 
last updated. If a Write operation to the data Was initiated but 
not completed, the timestamp logTS indicates the time at 
Which the uncompleted Write operation Was initiated. Oth 
erWise, if there are no such pending Write operations, the 
timestamp valTS is greater than or equal to the timestamp 
logTS. In the example of FIG. 3, prior to executing the read 
operation, the ?rst of the three storage devices has as its 
value for the requested data, val1=“v” and its timestamps 
valTS1 and logTS1 are the same and, are equal to “5”. In 
addition, the second of the three storage devices 102 has as 
its value for the requested data, val2=“x” and its timestamps 
valTS2 and logTS2 are the same and, are equal to “4” 
(because “4” is loWer than “5”, this indicates valTS2 is 
earlier in time than valTS1). For the third one of the storage 
devices, its value for the requested data is val3=“v” and its 
timestamps valTS3 and logTS3 are the same and, are equal 
to “5”. 

[0035] In response to the read request message 308, the 
?rst of the three storage devices 102 checks its update 
timestamp valTS1 for the requested data and forWards mes 
sages 310 and 312 to the other tWo storage devices 102. As 
shoWn in FIG. 3, the messages 310 and 312 are of type 
“Read” so as to indicate a read operation and preferably 
include the value of the valTS1 timestamp at the coordinator 
storage device (the ?rst one of the three storage devices). 
Accordingly, the valTS1 timestamp value of “5” is included 
in the messages 310 and 312. 

[0036] In response to the messages 310 and 312, each of 
the other designated storage devices compares the value of 
its local timestamps valTS and logTS timestamp to the 
valTS timestamp value received from the coordinator stor 
age device. If the local valTS timestamp is equal to the 
valTS timestamp received from the coordinator device, this 
indicates that both devices have the same version of the data 
block. OtherWise, not all of the versions may have been 
updated during a previous Write operation, in Which case, the 
versions may be different. Thus, by comparing the times 
tamps rather than the data itself, the devices 102 can 
determine Whether the data is the same. It Will be apparent 
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that the data itself (or a representation thereof, such as a hash 
value) may be compared rather than the timestamps. 

[0037] Also, if the local logTS is less than or equal to the 
valTS timestamp of the coordinator, this indicates that there 
is not a more recent update to the data that is currently 
pending. If the local logTS is greater than valTS, this 
indicates that the coordinator may not have the most recent 
version of the data available. 

[0038] If the above tWo conditions are satis?ed, the stor 
age device returns an af?rmative response (“yes” or “true”) 
to the coordinator device. The above may be represented by 
the folloWing expression: 

If. (1) 
Va1TS(local) = Va1TS(coordinator)> and 
1OgTS(1oca1) §Va1TS(COOIdin31OI)7 

then, respond “yes;” 
otherwise, respond “no.” 

[0039] Referring to the example of FIG. 3, When the third 
storage device (represented by the vertical line 306) evalu 
ates expression (1) above, it returns a “yes” to the coordi 
nator. This is shoWn in FIG. 3 by the message 314 sent from 
the third device to the coordinator. 

[0040] Because the coordinator storage device and the 
third storage device have the same valTS timestamp (and 
there is not a pending update), this indicates that the coor 
dinator and the third storage device have the same version of 
the requested data. Thus, in the example, a majority (i.e. 
tWo) of the designated devices (of Which there are three) 
have the same data. Thus, in response to receiving the 
message 314, the coordinator sends a reply message 316 that 
includes the requested data stored at the coordinator. The 
reply message 316 is routed to the requesting server 106. 

[0041] The requested data may come from one of the 
designated devices that is not the coordinator (e.g., the 
coordinator may not have a local copy of the data or the 
coordinator may have a local copy, but obtains the data from 
another device anyWay). In this case, the coordinator 
appoints one of the designated devices as the one to return 
data. The choice of device may be random, or may be based 
on load information. For example, load can be shifted aWay 
from a heavily loaded device to its neighbors, Which can 
further shift the load to their neighbors and so forth, such 
that the entire load on the system 100 is balanced. Thus, 
storage devices With heterogeneous performance accommo 
dated for load balancing and load balancing can be per 
formed despite some storage devices experiencing faults. 

[0042] The coordinator then asks for <data,valTS,status> 
from the designated device and <valTS,status> from the 
others by sending different messages to each (e.g., in place 
of messages 310 and 312). The devices then return their 
valTS timestamps to the coordinator so that the coordinator 
can check the timestamps. The status information (a “yes” or 
“no” response) indicates Whether logTS is less than or equal 
to valTS at the devices. If the designated device is not part 
of the quorum (e.g., because it is doWn or because it does not 
respond in time) or a quorum is not detected, the coordinator 
may initiate a repair operation (also referred to as a “recov 
ery” operation) as explained herein (i.e., the coordinator 
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considers the read to have failed). If the designated device 
does respond, and a quorum of affirmative responses are 
received, the coordinator declares success and returns the 
data from the designated device. 

[0043] Thus, the coordinator may determine Whether a 
majority of the designated storage devices 102 have the 
same version of the data by examining only the associated 
timestamps, rather than having to compare the data itself. In 
addition, once the coordinator determines from the times 
tamps that at least a majority of the devices have the same 
version of the data, the coordinator may reply With the data 
Without having to Wait for a “yes” or “no” ansWer from all 
of the designated storage devices. 

[0044] Returning to the example of FIG. 3, When the 
second storage device (represented by the vertical line 304) 
evaluates the expression (1) above, it returns a negative 
response (“no” or “false”) to the coordinator, as shoWn by a 
message 318 in FIG. 3. This is because the values for the 
valTS and logTS timestamps at the second device are loWer 
than the valTS timestamp at the coordinator. This may have 
resulted from a communication failure that resulted in the 
second device not receiving the update that occurred at the 
time “5.” HoWever, as mentioned above, the coordinator 
may have already provided the requested data. In any event, 
because a majority responded With “yes,” the “no” message 
318 can be ignored by the coordinator. 

[0045] As described above, the read operation alloWs the 
data (as opposed to the timestamps) to be read from any of 
the designated devices. 

[0046] In another aspect, the present invention provides a 
technique for performing coordinated Write operations. In 
general, Write operations are performed in tWo phases 
including a “preWrite” phase and a Write phase. In the 
preWrite phase, the logTS timestamp for the data to be 
Written is updated and, then, in the Write phase, the data and 
the valTS timestamp are updated. A partial or incomplete 
Write operation is one in Which not all of the storage devices 
designated to store a data block receive an update to the 
block. This may occur for example, Where a fault occurs that 
affects one of the devices or When a fault occurs before all 
of the devices have received the update. By maintaining the 
tWo timestamps, partial or incomplete Writes can be detected 
and addressed. 

[0047] AWrite request may be received by any one of the 
storage devices 102 of the storage system 102 such as from 
any of the servers 106. The storage device 102 that receives 
the request preferable acts as the coordinator, even if it is not 
a designated device for storing the requested block of data. 
In an alternate embodiment, that device may forWard the 
request to one of the devices 102 that is so designated Which 
then acts a coordinator for the Write request. Similarly to the 
read operation, any of the designated devices may receive 
the Write request, hoWever, the device that receives the 
request then acts as coordinator for the request. 

[0048] FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary timing diagram 
400 for performing a Write operation in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. Operation of the 
storage system 100 of FIG. 1, including a plurality of the 
storage devices 102, may be controlled in accordance With 
the timing diagram of FIG. 4. 

[0049] Each of the three vertical lines 402, 404 and 406 in 
FIG. 4 represents each of three storage devices 102 in FIG. 
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1, in Which the leftmost vertical line 402 represents the 
storage device that is acting as coordinator for the Write 
operation and the other lines 404 and 406 represent the other 
designated devices. The Write request is illustrated in FIG. 
4 by message 408 received by the coordinator. 

[0050] In the example of FIG. 4, prior to executing the 
Write operation, the ?rst of the three storage devices 102 has 
as its current value for the data at the location to be Written, 
val1=“v” and its timestamps valTS1 and logTS1 are the same 
and, are equal to “5”. In addition, the second of the three 
storage devices 102 has as its value for the data at the 
location to be Written, val2=“x”, its timestamp valTS2 is 
equal to “4” and its timestamp logTS2 is equal to “5”. For the 
third one of the storage devices, its value for the data is 
val3=“v” and its timestamps valTS3 and logTS3 are the same 
and equal to “5”. 

[0051] In response to the Write request message 408, the 
coordinator forWards a neW timestamp value, neWTS, of “8” 
as a neW value for the logTS timestamps to the other tWo 
storage devices via messages 410 and 412. This neW times 
tamp value is preferably representative of the current time at 
Which the Write request is initiated. As shoWn in FIG. 4, 
these Write initiation messages 410 and 412 are of type 
“WOrder” indicating a preWrite operation and include the 
neW timestamp value of “8.” 

[0052] Then, in response to the messages 410 and 412, 
each of the other designated storage devices compares the 
current value of its local logTS timestamp and the value of 
its local valTS timestamp to the neWTS timestamp value 
received from the coordinator storage device. If both the 
local logTS timestamp and the local valTS timestamp are 
loWer than the neWTS timestamp received from the coordi 
nator device, this indicates that there is not currently another 
pending or completed Write operation that has a later logTS 
timestamp. In this case, the storage device updates its local 
logTS timestamp to the neW value and returns an affirmative 
or “yes” response message to the coordinator. 

[0053] OtherWise, if there is a more recent Write operation 
in progress, the storage device responds With a negative or 
“no” response. If a majority of the designated devices have 
a higher value for either of their timestamps, this indicates 
that the current Write operation should be aborted in favor of 
the later one since the data for the later Write operation is 
likely more up-to-date. In this case, the coordinator receives 
a majority of “no” responses and the current Write operation 
is aborted. The coordinator may then retry the operation 
using a neW (later) timestamp. 

[0054] The above may be represented by the folloWing 
expression: 

If, (2) 
valTSODCaD < neWTS, and 
logTSOUCaD < neWTS, 

then, respond “yes” and set logTSOQCaD = neWTS; 
otherwise, respond “no.” 

[0055] Referring to the example of FIG. 4, valTS2 is “4” 
and logTS2 is “5.” Because both values are less than the 
neWTS value of “8,” the second storage device (represented 
by the vertical line 404 returns a “yes” in message 414 and 
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sets its logTS2 timestamp equal to the neWTS value of “8.” 
Similarly, valTS3 and logTS3 are both equal to “5,” Which is 
less than “8.” Accordingly, the third storage device (repre 
sented by vertical line 406) also returns a “yes” in message 
416 and sets its logTS3 timestamp equal to the neWTS value 
of “8.” In the meantime, the coordinator device also com 
pares its timestamps valTS1 and logTS1 to the timestamp 
neWTS. Because the tWo values are both “5,” Which is less 
than “8,” the coordinator device also has a “yes” ansWer 
(though it need not be forwarded) and sets its logTS1 
timestamp equal to “8.” 
[0056] At this point, the preWrite phase is complete and all 
three of the designated storage devices are initialiZed to 
perform the second phase of the Write operation, though this 
second phase can proceed With a majority of the devices. 
Thus, in the example, the second phase could proceed even 
if one of the designated devices had returned a “no” 
response. 

[0057] To perform the second phase, the coordinator 
device sends a message type “Write” indicating the second 
phase of the Write operation that includes the neW version of 
the data and the timestamp neWTS to each of the other 
designated devices. These messages are shoWn in FIG. 4 by 
messages 418 and 420, respectively. Each of the messages 
418 and 420 includes the message type, “Write,” the neW 
version of the data, “y,” and the neW timestamp, “8.” 

[0058] Then, in response to the messages 418 and 420, 
each of the other designated storage devices preferably 
compares the current value of its local logTS timestamp and 
the value of its local valTS timestamp to the neWTS times 
tamp value received in the “Write” message from the 
coordinator storage device. This comparison ensures that 
there is not currently another pending or completed Write 
operation that has a later logTS timestamp, as may occur if 
another Write operation Was initiated before the completion 
of the current operation. 

[0059] More particularly, if the local valTS timestamp is 
loWer than the neWTS timestamp received from the coordi 
nator device and the local logTS timestamp is less than or 
equal to the neWTS timestamp, this indicates that there is not 
currently another pending or completed Write operation that 
has a later timestamp. In this case, the storage device updates 
the data to the neW value. In addition, the storage device 
preferably updates its local valTS timestamp to the value of 
the neWTS timestamp and returns an affirmative or “yes” 
response message to the coordinator. 

[0060] OtherWise, if there is a more recent Write operation 
in progress, the storage device responds With a “no” 
response. If the coordinator receives a majority of “no” 
responses, the current Write operation is aborted. 

[0061] The above may be represented by the folloWing 
expression: 

If. <3) 
valTSOQCaD < neWTS, and 
logTSOUCaD éneWTS, 

then, respond “yes” and set valTSOUCaD = neWTS and valaccal) 

Va1(coordinatm); 
otherwise, respond “no.” 

[0062] Referring to the example of FIG. 4, the third 
storage device (represented by the vertical line 404) returns 
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a “yes” response via message 422 and the second storage 
device (represented by vertical line 406) also returns a “yes” 
via message 424. In the meantime, the coordinator device 
also compares its timestamps valTS1 and logTS1 to the 
timestamp neWTS. The coordinator device also has a “yes” 
ansWer (though it need not be forWarded) and sets its valTS1 
timestamp equal to “8” and its version of the data val1 to “v.” 

[0063] In addition, once the coordinator has determined 
that a majority of the storage devices have returned a “yes” 
ansWer for the second phase of the Write operation, the 
coordinator sends a reply message to the requestor. As 
shoWn in FIG. 4, the message 426 may be sent as soon as 
the coordinator receives the reply message 422 from the 
third device since, the coordinator and the third device and, 
thus, a majority, Would have con?rmed the second phase. In 
this case, the reply message 424 from the second device may 
be ignored because even if the message 424 included a “no” 
ansWer, the majority had returned “yes” ansWers, indicating 
that the operation Was successful. 

[0064] In another aspect, the invention provides a tech 
nique for performing repair operations. Assume that a Write 
operation is unsuccessful because the coordinator for the 
Write operation device experienced a fault after sending a 
preWrite message, but before completing the Write operation. 
In this case, the storage devices designated for storing the 
data (e.g., a block) for Which the unsuccessful Write opera 
tion had been attempted Will have a logTS timestamp that is 
higher than the valTS timestamp of the coordinator. In 
another example, a communication error may have pre 
vented a storage device from receiving the preWrite and 
Write messages for a Write operation. In this case, that 
storage device Will have different valTS timestamp for this 
block of data from that of the other storage devices desig 
nated to store that block of data. In either case, When a read 
operation is requested for the data, the coordinator device for 
the read operation Will detect these faults When the devices 
return a “no” reply in response to the read messages sent by 
the coordinator. In this case, the coordinator that detects this 
fault may initiate a repair operation to return the data block 
to consistency among the devices designated to store the 
block. Because repair operations are preformed only When 
an attempt is made to read the data, this aspect of the present 
inventions avoids unnecessary operations, such as to repair 
data that is not thereafter needed. 

[0065] In sum, the repair operation is performed in tWo 
phases. In an initialiZation phase, a coordinator for the repair 
operation determines Which of the designated devices has 
the neWest version of the data block. In a second phase, the 
coordinator Writes the neWest version of the data to the 
devices. The timestamps for the block at the designated 
devices are updated as Well. 

[0066] FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary timing diagram 
500 for performing a repair operation in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. Operation of the 
storage system 100 of FIG. 1, including a plurality of the 
storage devices 102, may be controlled in accordance With 
the timing diagram of FIG. 5. 

[0067] Each of the three vertical lines 502, 504 and 506 in 
FIG. 5 represents each of three storage devices 102 in FIG. 
1, in Which the leftmost vertical line 502 represents the 
storage device that is acting as coordinator for the repair 
operation and the other lines 504 and 506 represent the other 
designated devices. 






















