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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DISPENSING 
POSTAGE STAMPS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the priority bene?t of US. 
Provisional Application No. 60/270,621, ?led on Feb. 23, 
2001, Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to systems 
and methods for dispensing postage stamps. More particu 
larly, the present invention relates to systems and methods 
for securely and economically dispensing postage stamps. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Presently, retailers that sell postage stamps store 
the postage stamps at point of sale terminals for customers 
to purchase. This practice may be undesirable because of the 
space required to store the postage stamps. 

[0004] As an alternative to providing postage stamps at 
point of sale terminals, stores may provide postage stamp 
vending machines for customers to purchase postage 
stamps. HoWever, postage stamp vending machines have 
their disadvantages too. Postage stamp vending machines 
must be stocked With both money and postage stamps, 
increasing the security risks to the machines due to the 
stored money and postage stamps. Further, postage stamp 
vending machines may be costly due to the additional 
hardWare and/or softWare required to process money 
received and dispensed by the vending machines. Still 
further, postage stamp vending machines may require fre 
quent servicing due to their intricate mechanical design. 

[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for space ef?cient, 
secure, and inexpensive systems and methods for dispensing 
postage stamps. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] In accordance With the invention, there is provided 
a method for dispensing postage stamps. The method com 
prises receiving payment from a customer for a postage 
value at a point of sale terminal. The method further com 
prises requesting and receiving an authoriZation key from an 
authoriZation system and providing the authoriZation key to 
the customer. Still further, the method comprises providing 
postage stamps equivalent to the postage value from a 
postage dispensing machine When the authoriZation key is 
provided to the postage dispensing machine. 

[0007] Further, in accordance With the invention, there is 
provided a system for dispensing postage stamps. The 
system comprises means for receiving payment from a 
customer for a postage value at a point of sale terminal. The 
system further comprises means for requesting and receiving 
an authoriZation key from an authoriZation system and 
means for providing the authoriZation key to the customer. 
Still further, the system comprises means for providing 
postage stamps equivalent to the postage value from a 
postage dispensing machine When the authoriZation key is 
provided to the postage dispensing machine. 

[0008] Still further, in accordance With the invention, there 
is provided a computer readable medium containing instruc 
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tions for controlling a computer system to perform a method. 
The method comprises prompting for payment from a cus 
tomer a postage value at a point of sale terminal. The method 
further comprises requesting and receiving an authoriZation 
key from an authoriZation system and providing the autho 
riZation key to the customer. There is also provided a 
computer readable medium containing instructions for con 
trolling a computer system to provide postage stamps 
equivalent to a postage value from a postage dispensing 
machine When an authoriZation key is provided to the 
postage dispensing machine, Wherein payment of the post 
age value is received from a customer at a point of sale 
terminal and the authoriZation key is received from an 
authoriZation system and provided to the customer. 

[0009] Additional advantages of the invention Will be set 
forth in part in the description Which folloWs, and in part Will 
be obvious from the description, or may be learned by 
practice of the invention. The advantages of the invention 
Will be realiZed and attained by means of the elements and 
combinations particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 

[0010] It is to be understood that both the foregoing 
general description and the folloWing detailed description 
are exemplary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of 
the invention, as claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] The accompanying draWings, Which are incorpo 
rated in and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illustrate 
several embodiments consistent With the invention and 
together With the description, serve to explain the principles 
of the invention. 

[0012] FIG. 1 illustrates a system for dispensing postage 
stamps consistent With the present invention. 

[0013] FIG. 2 illustrates connections consistent With the 
present invention. 

[0014] FIG. 3 illustrates a POS terminal consistent With 
the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 4 illustrates a postage stamp dispenser con 
sistent With the present invention. 

[0016] FIG. 5 illustrates a method of dispensing postage 
stamps consistent With the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 6 illustrates stages for retrieving postage 
stamps consistent With the present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 7 illustrates a method of dispensing postage 
stamps consistent With the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

[0019] Reference Will noW be made in detail to the present 
exemplary embodiments, examples of Which are illustrated 
in the accompanying draWings. Wherever possible, the same 
reference numbers Will be used throughout the draWings to 
refer to the same or like parts. 

[0020] FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 for dispensing 
postage stamps consistent With the present invention. Sys 
tem 100 comprises a point of sale (POS) terminal 110, an 
authoriZation/veri?cation system 120, and one or more 
in-store postage dispensers 130. POS terminal 110 and 
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postage dispensers 130 may be located on the same premises 
140 of a business, such as a retail store, a discount store, a 
grocery store, or any other business that provides products 
or services to consumers. POS terminal 110 may be located 
at a checkout counter While the one or more postage dis 
pensers 130 may be located in an area betWeen POS terminal 
110 and an eXit, for example. 

[0021] System 100 may further comprise one or more 
stand-alone postage dispensers 130‘. A stand-alone postage 
dispenser 130‘ may be any postage dispenser other than 
in-store postage dispensers 130. Accordingly, stand-alone 
postage dispersers 130‘ may be located at a home, an office, 
a post office, a business, or any other place. For eXample, 
another in-store postage dispenser located on a premise 
other than premise 104 may be considered a stand-alone 
postage dispenser 130‘ With respect to premise 104. 

[0022] Still further, system 100 may comprises an addi 
tional authoriZation/veri?cation system (not shoWn) for 
redundancy. The additional authoriZation/veri?cation sys 
tem may be provided at a geographically separate location 
from authoriZation/veri?cation system 120. 

[0023] POS terminal 110 and authoriZation/veri?cation 
system 120 may communicate via a connection 115. POS 
terminal 110 and authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 may 
each comprise a modem, netWork interface card, or any 
other interface (eg a higher-speed cable or DSL modem or 
ISDN terminal adapter) to adapt the point of sale terminal 
110 and authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 to the con 
nection 115. 

[0024] Connection 115 may be any system, netWork, or 
device that facilitates communication (e.g., data communi 
cation or telecommunication) betWeen the point of sale 
terminal 110 and authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 using 
any appropriate communication protocol (e.g., TCP/IP, 
HTTP, HTTPS or any other security protocol, FTP, SMTP, 
or any other proprietary protocol). Connection 115 may 
comprise a local area netWork (LAN) connection, a Wide 
area netWork connection, an Internet connection, or 
a combination of the foregoing. Connection 115 may com 
prise a telephone line, optical ?ber, coaXial cable, tWisted 
Wire pair, or a combination of the foregoing. Connection 115 
may be Wireless using any technique to provide Wireless 
transmission including infrared line of sight, cellular, micro 
Wave, satellite, packet radio, spread spectrum, or a combi 
nation of the foregoing. 

[0025] Further, as shoWn in FIG. 1, authorization/veri? 
cation system 120 and postage dispensers 130 may commu 
nicate via a connection 125. AuthoriZation/veri?cation sys 
tem 120 and each of postage dispensers 130 may comprise 
a modem, netWork interface card, or any other interface to 
adapt authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 and each of 
postage dispensers 130 to the connection 125. Connection 
125 may be any mechanism that facilitates communication 
betWeen authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 and postage 
dispensers 130 using any appropriate communication pro 
tocol. Similarly, authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 and 
postage dispensers 130‘ may communicate via a connection 
145. AuthoriZation/veri?cation system 120 and each of 
postage dispensers 130‘ may comprise a modem, netWork 
interface card, or any other interface to adapt authoriZation/ 
veri?cation system 120 and each of t postage dispensers 130 
to connection 145. Connection 145 may be any mechanism 
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that facilitates communication betWeen authoriZation/veri 
?cation system 120 and postage dispensers 130‘ using any 
appropriate communication protocol. 

[0026] Still further, as shoWn in FIG. 1, POS terminal 110 
and in-store postage dispensers 130 may communicate via 
connection 135. POS terminal 110 and each of postage 
dispensers 130 may comprise a modem, netWork interface 
card, or any other interface to adapt POS terminal 110 and 
each postage dispensers 130 to connection 135. Connection 
135 may be any mechanism that facilitates communication 
betWeen POS terminal 110 and in-store postage dispensers 
130 using any appropriate communication protocol. 

[0027] FIG. 2 illustrates connections 115, 125, 135, 145 
consistent With the present invention. As shoWn in FIG. 2, 
connection 115 may comprise a netWork connection via a 
netWork 116 and an Internet connection via the Internet 118. 
A ?reWall (e.g., a proXy server) 117 may interconnect 
netWork 116 and Internet 118. Similarly, connection 125 
may comprise a netWork connection via netWork 116 and an 
Internet connection via Internet 118. Connection 135 may 
comprise a netWork connection via netWork 116. Connection 
145 may comprise an Internet connection via Internet 118. 

[0028] FIG. 3 illustrates a POS terminal 110 consistent 
With the present invention. POS terminal 110 may comprise 
a cash draWer 310, a receipt printer 320, a barcode scanner 
330, a magnetic strip reader 340, a keyboard 350, a cashier 
display 360, and a customer display 370. POS terminal 110 
may also include a processor (not shoWn) comprising com 
puter instructions for implementing embodiments consistent 
With the present invention. As discussed above, POS termi 
nal 110 may further comprise a modem, netWork interface 
card, or any other interface to adapt POS terminal 110 to 
connection 115, 135. 

[0029] FIG. 4 illustrates a postage stamp dispenser 130, 
130‘ consistent With the present invention. Postage dispenser 
130, 130‘ may comprise a keypad 410, a scanner 420, a 
display screen 430, and a printer 440. Postage dispenser 130, 
130‘ also may also include a processor (not shoWn) com 
prising computer instructions for implementing embodi 
ments consistent With the present invention. As discussed 
above, postage dispenser 130, 130‘ may further comprise a 
modem, netWork interface card, or any other interface to 
adapt postage dispenser 130,130‘ to connection 125, 135, 
145. Postage stamp dispenser 130, 130‘ may be provided in 
a kiosk. 

[0030] FIG. 5 illustrates a method 500 of dispensing 
postage stamps consistent With the present invention. At 
stage 520, a customer approaches POS terminal 110. The 
customer may approach POS terminal 110 to purchase 
products or services provided on the premises 140. At stage 
522, POS terminal 110 checks the status of system 100 to 
determine Whether system 100 is capable of dispensing 
postal stamps on the premises 140. For eXample, POS 
terminal 110 may check the status of the connections 115, 
125, authoriZation/veri?cation system 120, and the in-store 
postage dispensers 130. POS terminal 110 may check the 
status of the in-store postage dispensers 130 via the con 
nection 135 to determine Whether at least one of the in-store 
postage dispensers 130 is capable of providing postage 
stamps. A status check may indicate that one or more of 
postage dispensers 130 have a printer jam or are out of label 
stock, indicating that such postage dispensers 130 are inca 
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pable of providing postage stamps. POS terminal 110 may 
also determine Whether at least one of postage dispensers 
130 is capable of communicating With authorization/veri? 
cation system 120. Postage dispensers 130 may automati 
cally notify POS terminal 110 When a fault or out-of-label 
stock condition occurs. 

[0031] If system 100 is incapable of providing postage 
stamps on the premises 140 (i.e., “No” at stage 524), then the 
customer transaction is completed at stage 535, for example, 
by scanning, bagging, and receiving payment for products or 
services desired to be purchased, other than postage stamps. 
At stage 590, the method 500 ends until the neXt customer 
approaches POS terminal 110. Alternatively, if system 100 is 
incapable of providing postage stamps on the premises 140, 
it may be determined Whether the customer Would like to 
purchase postage stamps, nevertheless. If the customer 
Would like to purchase postage stamps despite system 100 
being incapable of providing stamps on the premises 140, 
the customer may be able to retrieve stamps from a stand 
alone postage dispenser 130‘. 

[0032] If system 100 is capable of providing postage 
stamps (i.e., “Yes” at stage 524), then at stage 530, it is 
determined Whether the customer Would like to purchase 
postage stamps. A cashier may make this determination by 
asking the customer if the customer Would like to purchase 
postage stamps. If the customer is at a self-service checkout 
counter, a display may prompt the customer to select “yes” 
or “no” based on Whether the customer Would like to 
purchase postage stamps. 

[0033] Alternatively, prior to approaching POS terminal 
110, the customer may have selected one or more postage 
purchase cards from a location on the premises 140. Once at 
POS terminal 110, the customer may present the postage 
purchase card to the cashier to indicate that the customer 
Would like to purchase postage stamps. The postage pur 
chase cards may be provided on an aisle of a store for the 
customer to select While shopping and/or provided near POS 
terminal 110 for the customer to select While Waiting in a 
checkout line. Each postage purchase card may indicate a 
number, N, (e.g., 10, 20, 30, etc.) and a denomination, D, 
(e.g., $0.01, $0.02; $0.33, $0.57, etc.) of postage stamps to 
be purchased. For eXample, one postage purchase card may 
indicate 30 stamps each having a value of $0.33 to be 
purchased, While another postage purchase card may indi 
cate 10 stamps each having a value of $0.01 each to be 
purchased. The customer selects the one or more appropriate 
postage purchase cards that indicate the number and 
denomination of postage stamps the customer desires to 
purchase. The postage purchase card may be a paper or 
plastic card having a barcode (e.g. UPC) or other machine 
readable code for POS terminal 110 to scan to determine the 
purchase value of the postage stamps desired to be pur 
chased. Alternatively, the postage purchase card may be 
plastic card having a magnetic strip With the postage value 
encoded in the magnetic strip. As yet another alternative, the 
postage purchase card may be a disk, tape, or punch card. 
The postage value may be equal to the number, N, multiplied 
by the denomination, D, indicated on the postage purchase 
card. The postage value may also include an additional fee, 
such as a processing fee. HoWever, the postage value may 
also include a discount such that the postage value may be 
less than the number, N, multiplied by the denomination, D, 
indicated on the postage purchase card. 
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[0034] If the customer indicates that no purchase is desired 
(i.e., “No” at stage 530), then the customer transaction is 
completed at stage 535, for eXample, by scanning, bagging, 
and receiving payment for products or services desired to be 
purchased, other than postage stamps. At stage 590, the 
method 500 ends until the neXt customer approaches POS 
terminal 110. 

[0035] If the customer indicates that the customer Wants to 
purchase postage stamps (i.e., “Yes” at stage 530), then the 
postage value is determined at stage 540. The cashier may 
determine the postage value by inputting via the keyboard 
350 of POS terminal 110 the number, N, and the denomi 
nation, D, of the postage stamps desired. If the customer is 
at a self-service checkout counter, then the customer may 
input via an input device of POS terminal 110 the number, 
N, and denomination, D, of the postage stamps desired. 
Alternatively, the postage value may be determined by 
processing (e. g., scanning) the postage purchase card. As yet 
another alternative, the cashier may scan a laminated sheet 
that comprises a list of barcodes for different number, N, and 
denomination, D, combinations. The cashier points the scan 
ner 330 at the appropriate list item on the laminated sheet, 
based on the postage stamps the customers Wants to pur 
chase. 

[0036] At stage 550, a payment for the postage value is 
received. A cashier may receive a cash payment and store it 
in the cash draWer 310 of POS terminal 110. Alternatively, 
the cashier may receive payment by sWiping a debit or credit 
card received from the customer through the magnetic strip 
reader 340 of the point of sale terminal 110. If the customer 
is at a self-service checkout counter, then the customer may 
sWipe the debit or credit card through a magnetic strip reader 
of the point of sale terminal 110. 

[0037] Once payment is received, at stage 560, POS 
terminal 110 requests an authoriZation key from authoriZa 
tion/veri?cation system 120 via the connection 115. During 
the request, POS terminal 110 transmits the number ,N, and 
denomination, D, of the postage stamps purchased. Autho 
riZation/veri?cation system 120 may verify that POS termi 
nal 110 is an authoriZed terminal prior to providing an 
authoriZation key to POS terminal 110 for the transaction. 
AuthoriZation/veri?cation system 120 stores the authoriZa 
tion key and the corresponding number, N, and denomina 
tion, D, of the postage stamps purchased in a database 122 
(FIG. 1). The authoriZation key may be a random sequence 
of alphanumeric characters. 

[0038] At stage 570, POS terminal 110 provides the autho 
riZation key to the customer. POS terminal 110 may print the 
authoriZation key on a receipt 380 provided for the products 
of services purchased by the customer or on a separate sheet 
of paper. Alternatively, the authoriZation key may be printed 
in a machine readable code such as a barcode or other 
machine readable code on the receipt. As yet another alter 
native, the authoriZation key may be provided on a plastic 
card, a disk, a tape, or a punch card. 

[0039] Once the customer receives the authoriZation key, 
at stage 580, the customer may enter the authoriZation key 
into one of in-store postage dispensers 130 and retrieve the 
postage stamps. Alternatively, the customer may enter the 
authoriZation key and retrieve the postage stamps at a 
stand-alone postage dispenser 130‘. The customer may have 
an unlimited time in Which to retrieve the postage stamps. 
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Alternatively, the customer may be required to retrieve the 
postage stamps Within a predetermined time (e.g., three 
days) after receipt of the authorization key. If the customer 
does not retrieve the postage stamps Within the predeter 
mined time, authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 may 
delete the authoriZation key from database 122. 

[0040] FIG. 6 illustrates the stages for retrieving the 
postage stamps consistent With the present invention. At 
stage 620, the customer enters the authoriZation key into 
postage dispenser 130, 130‘. The customer may punch in the 
authoriZation key using the keypads 410 of the dispenser 
130, 130‘. Alternatively, the dispenser 130, 130‘ may scan 
the machine readable code on the receipt using the scanner 
420 to retrieve the authoriZation key. As another alternative, 
the dispenser 130, 130‘ may receive the plastic card, disk, 
tape, or punch card to retrieve the authoriZation key encoded 
therein. 

[0041] At stage 630, postage dispenser 130, 130‘ requests 
veri?cation of the authoriZation key from authoriZation/ 
veri?cation system 120 via the connection 135, 145. During 
the veri?cation, postage dispenser 130, 130‘ transmits the 
authoriZation key to authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 
via the connection 135,145. AuthoriZation/veri?cation sys 
tem 120 may verify that postage dispenser 130, 130‘ is an 
authoriZed postage dispenser prior to providing a veri?ca 
tion to postage dispenser 130, 130‘. When authoriZation/ 
veri?cation system 120 receives a request for veri?cation, 
authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 checks database 122 
to determine Whether the authoriZation key is valid. The 
authoriZation key may be valid if it Was previous provided 
to a POS terminal 110 and if the authoriZation key has not 
been previously veri?ed by authoriZation/veri?cation sys 
tem 120. If the authoriZation key is valid, authoriZation/ 
veri?cation system 120 cross-references the authoriZation 
key With the number, N, and the denomination, D, of the 
postage stamps purchased by the customer and transmits this 
information to postage dispenser 130, 130‘. Once authori 
Zation/veri?cation system 120 veri?es the authoriZation key, 
authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 may delete the autho 
riZation key from database 122. 

[0042] If the authoriZation key is not veri?ed (i.e., “No” at 
stage 640), postage dispenser 130, 130‘ may prompt the 
customer via the display 430 that the veri?cation attempts 
failed. If the authoriZation key is veri?ed (i.e.,“Yes” at stage 
640), then postage dispenser 130, 130‘ provides the number, 
N, and denomination, D, of postage stamps purchased to the 
customer at stage 650. Postage dispenser 130, 130‘ may 
provide the postage stamps 480 by printing the postage 
stamps on blank labels stored in postage dispenser 130, 130‘ 
using the printer 440. The labels may be self-adhesive labels 
typically on roll or fan-fold label stock. Alternatively, post 
age dispenser 130, 130‘ may output pre-printed stamps 
stored in postage dispenser 130, 130‘. 

[0043] FIG. 7 illustrates a second method 700 of dispens 
ing postage stamps consistent With the present invention. At 
stage 720, a customer approaches POS terminal 110 to 
purchase a product. At stage 722, POS terminal 110 checks 
the status of system 100 to determine Whether system 100 is 
capable of dispensing postal stamps on the premises 140. If 
system 100 is incapable of providing postage stamps on the 
premises 140 (i.e., “No” at stage 724), then the customer 
transaction is completed at stage 755, for example, by 
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scanning, bagging, and receiving payment for products 
desired to be purchased, other than postage stamps. At stage 
760, the method 700 ends until the next customer 
approaches POS terminal 110. Alternatively, if system 100 is 
incapable of providing postage stamps on the premises 140, 
it may be determined Whether the customer Would like to 
purchase postage stamps, nevertheless. If the customer 
Would like to purchase postage stamps despite system 100 
being incapable of providing stamps on the premises 140, 
the customer may be able to retrieve stamps from a stand 
alone postage dispenser 130‘. 

[0044] If system 100 is the capable of providing postage 
stamps (i.e., “Yes” at stage 724), then, at stage 730, a postage 
value is determined based on the cost of mailing a desired 
product. The postage value may be determined by scanning 
the product to retrieve a product identi?cation number. The 
product identi?cation number may be cross-referenced in a 
database With a corresponding postage value. The postage 
value may be based on the amount of postage required to 
mail the product. For example, a customer may approach 
POS terminal 110 to purchase a greeting card. After the 
greeting card is scanned to determine the product identi? 
cation number, the postage value may be determined by 
retrieving the postage value corresponding to the product 
identi?cation number. This postage value may equal the 
postage value required to mail the greeting card. 

[0045] After the postage value is determined, at stage 740, 
the customer may be solicited to purchase postage stamps at 
the postage stamps value. For example, the cashier may ask 
the customer if the customer is interested in purchasing 
postage stamps at the postage value to mail the product. 
Alternatively, if the customer is at a self-service checkout 
counter, a display may prompt the customer to select “yes” 
or “no” based on Whether the customer Would like to 
purchase postage stamps. 

[0046] If the customer indicates that the customer Would 
like to purchase the postage stamps (i.e., “Yes” at stage 750), 
then stages 550-580 in FIG. 5 are carried out. If the 
customer indicates that no postage is desired (i.e., “No” at 
stage 750), then the customer transaction is completed, at 
stage 755, for example, by scanning, bagging, and receiving 
payment for products or services desired to be purchased, 
other than postage stamps. At stage 760, the method ends 
until the next customer approaches POS terminal 110. 

[0047] The systems and methods of the present invention 
may increase the availability of postage stamps to consum 
ers by facilitating the purchasing of postage stamps While 
shopping in stores, such as, retail, and grocery stores. The 
systems and methods of the present invention may further 
reduce lines at post of?ces. The systems and methods of the 
present invention may enhance sales of products (e.g., 
greeting cards) at stores because of the convenience of 
purchasing postage stamps at a POS terminal When the 
products are purchased. Still further, the systems and meth 
ods of the present invention eliminate the need for cash of 
speci?c combinations of coins or tokens to insert into the 
postage dispenser. The systems and methods of the present 
invention may improve the security of the postage dispens 
ers because the postage dispensers may not be stocked With 
cash or pre-printed postage stamps. Finally, the systems and 
methods of the present invention may be less costly than 
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traditional vending machines, Which may require additional 
hardWare and/or software to process money received and 
dispensed. 
[0048] Other embodiments consistent With the invention 
Will be apparent to those skilled in the art from consideration 
of the speci?cation and practice of the invention disclosed 
herein. For example, POS terminal 110 may communicate 
With authoriZation/veri?cation system 120 via postage dis 
pensers 130 instead of the connection 115. It is intended that 
the speci?cation and eXamples be considered as exemplary 
only, With a true scope and spirit of the invention being 
indicated by the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of dispensing postage stamps comprising: 

receiving payment from a customer for a postage value at 
a point of sale terminal; 

requesting and receiving an authoriZation key from an 
authoriZation system; 

providing the authoriZation key to the customer; and 

providing postage stamps equivalent to the postage value 
from a postage dispensing machine When the authori 
Zation key is provided to the postage dispensing 
machine. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining the postage value based on a non-postage 
stamp product for purchase by the consumer at the 
point of sale terminal. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

soliciting the customer to purchase postage stamps for the 
postage value. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein requesting and receiv 
ing an authoriZation key from an authoriZation system 
comprises: 

sending a request electronically to the authoriZation sys 
tem, Wherein the point of sale terminal transmits to the 
authoriZation system information related to the postage 
value and a point of sale terminal identi?er. 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein providing the autho 
riZation key to the customer comprises: 

printing the authoriZation key on a receipt. 
6. The method of claim 5, Wherein providing the autho 

riZation key comprises printing machine readable code. 
7. The method of claim 1, Wherein the authoriZation key 

comprises a series of alphanumeric characters. 
8. The method of claim 1, Wherein providing postage 

stamps equivalent to the postage value from a postage 
dispensing machine When the authoriZation key is provided 
to the postage dispensing machine comprises: 

sending a veri?cation electronically to the authoriZation 
system to verify the authoriZation key, Wherein the 
postage dispensing machine transmits to the authoriZa 
tion system information related to the authoriZation key 
and a postage dispensing machine identi?er; and 

printing postage stamps equivalent to the postage value 
from the postage dispensing machine When the autho 
riZation system veri?es the authoriZation key. 
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9. A system for dispensing postage stamps comprising: 

a point of sale terminal for receiving payment from a 
customer for a postage value; 

means for requesting and receiving an authoriZation key 
from an authoriZation system; 

means for providing the authoriZation key to the cus 
tomer; and 

means for providing postage stamps equivalent to the 
postage value from a postage dispensing machine When 
the authoriZation key is provided to the postage dis 
pensing machine. 

10. The system of claim 9, further comprising: 

means for determining the postage value based on a 
non-postage stamp product for purchase by the con 
sumer at the point of sale terminal. 

11. The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

means for soliciting the customer to purchase postage 
stamps for the postage value. 

12. The system of claim 9, Wherein means for requesting 
and receiving an authoriZation key from an authoriZation 
system comprises: 

means for sending a request electronically to the autho 
riZation system, Wherein the point of sale terminal 
transmits to the authoriZation system information 
related to the postage value and a point of sale terminal 
identi?er. 

13. The system of claim 9, Wherein means for providing 
the authoriZation key to the customer comprises: 

means for printing the authoriZation key on a receipt. 
14. The system of claim 13, Wherein means for providing 

the authoriZation key comprises means for printing machine 
readable code. 

15. The system of claim 9, Wherein the authoriZation key 
comprises a series of alphanumeric characters. 

16. The system of claim 9, Wherein means for providing 
postage stamps equivalent to the postage value from a 
postage dispensing machine When the authoriZation key is 
provided to the postage dispensing machine comprises: 

means for sending a veri?cation electronically to the 
authoriZation system to verify the authoriZation key, 
Wherein the postage dispensing machine transmits to 
the authoriZation system information related to the 
authoriZation key and a postage dispensing machine 
identi?er; and 

means for printing postage stamps equivalent to the 
postage value from the postage dispensing machine 
When the authoriZation system veri?es the authoriZa 
tion key. 

17. A computer readable medium containing instructions 
for controlling a computer system to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

prompting for payment from a customer a postage value 
at a point of sale terminal; 

requesting and receiving an authoriZation key from an 
authoriZation system; and 

providing the authoriZation key to the customer. 
18. The computer readable medium of claim 17, Wherein 

the method further comprises: 
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determining the postage value based on a non-postage 
stamp product for purchase by the consumer at the 
point of sale terminal. 

19. The computer readable medium of claim 18, Wherein 
the method further comprises: 

soliciting the customer to purchase postage stamps for the 
postage value. 

20. The computer readable medium of claim 17, Wherein 
requesting and receiving an authoriZation key from an 
authoriZation system comprises: 

sending a request electronically to the authoriZation sys 
tem, Wherein the point of sale terminal transmits to the 
authoriZation system information related to the postage 
value and a point of sale terminal identi?er. 

21. The computer readable medium of claim 17, Wherein 
providing the authoriZation key to the customer comprises: 

printing the authoriZation key on a receipt. 
22. The computer readable medium of claim 21, Wherein 

providing the authoriZation key to the customer comprises 
printing machine readable code. 

23. The computer readable medium of claim 17, Wherein 
the authoriZation key comprises a series of alphanumeric 
characters. 
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24. A computer readable medium containing instructions 
for controlling a computer system to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

providing postage stamps equivalent to a postage value 
from a postage dispensing machine When an authori 
Zation key is provided to the postage dispensing 
machine, Wherein payment of the postage value is 
received from a customer at a point of sale terminal and 
the authoriZation key is received from an authoriZation 
system and provided to the customer. 

25. The computer readable medium of claim 24, Wherein 
providing postage stamps equivalent to the postage value 
from a postage dispensing machine When the authoriZation 
key is provided to the postage dispensing machine com 
prises: 

sending a veri?cation electronically to the authoriZation 
system to verify the authoriZation key, Wherein the 
postage dispensing machine transmits to the authoriZa 
tion system information related to the authoriZation key 
and a postage dispensing machine identi?er; and 

printing postage stamps equivalent to the postage value 
from the postage dispensing machine When the autho 
riZation system veri?es the authoriZation key. 

* * * * * 


