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(21) APPL No. 10/854,041 bonus accumulator. In response to a Wager, the game play 

engine is executed to randomly select an outcome from a 
(22) Filed; May 25, 2004 plurality of possible outcomes. The bonus accumulator 

accumulates bonus elements based on predetermined crite 
Related US, Application Data ria. The bonus elements are redeemable by a player for an 

aWard during any game play cycle de?ned as starting With 
(63) Continuation of application No. 09/833,105, ?led on the Wager and ending With a succeeding Wager triggering the 

Apr. 11, 2001, noW Pat. No. 6,739,971. game play engine. 
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BONUS ACCUMULATOR FOR CHANCE GAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to games of 
chance and, more particularly, to a game of chance including 
an “on-demand” bonus accumulator that accumulates bonus 
elements based on predetermined criteria and alloWs the 
accumulated bonus elements to be redeemed for play credits 
or game features during any game play cycle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Gaming machines, such as slot machines, video 
poker machines, and the like, have been a cornerstone of the 
gaming industry for several years. Generally, the popularity 
of such machines With players is dependent on the likelihood 
(or perceived likelihood) of Winning money at the machine 
and the intrinsic entertainment value of the machine relative 
to other available gaming options. Where the available 
gaming options include a number of competing machines 
and the expectation of Winning each machine is roughly the 
same (or believed to be the same), players are likely to be 
attracted to the most entertaining and exciting of the 
machines. Consequently, shreWd operators strive to employ 
the most entertaining and exciting machines available 
because such machines attract frequent play and, hence, 
increase pro?tability to the operator. Accordingly, in the 
competitive gaming machine industry, there is a continuing 
need for gaming machine manufacturers to produce new 
types of games, or enhancements to existing games, Which 
Will attract frequent play by enhancing the entertainment 
value and excitement associated With the game. 

[0003] A feature employed in some prior games is a bonus 
accumulator that accumulates bonus elements based on 
predetermined criteria. For example, a prior game entitled 
“Piggy Bankin” includes three symbol-bearing reels and a 
bonus accumulator in the form of a piggy bank. In response 
to a Wager, the reels are spun and stopped to place symbols 
on the reels in visual association With a pay line. For each 
spin resulting in three blanks along the pay line, the piggy 
bank is incremented by the Wager amount. For a spin 
resulting in a “Break the Bank” symbol on the third reel, the 
player is aWarded the accumulated total in the piggy bank. 
In another example, a prior game entitled “Boom” includes 
a plurality of symbol-bearing reels and a bonus accumulator 
in the form of a ?recracker register. In response to a Wager, 
the reels are spun and stopped to place symbols on the reels 
in visual association With multiple pay lines. A ?recracker 
mark is added to the ?recracker register for every 25 credits 
Wagered. Each ?recracker mark is Worth one credit. The 
player is aWarded a ?recracker bonus equal to the number of 
?recracker marks in the ?recracker register When either (1) 
the ?recracker register reaches ?fty ?recracker marks, or (2) 
a spin results in tWo “Wild match” symbols anyWhere on the 
display. 
[0004] Although such prior games are generally entertain 
ing, the bonus accumulator suffers from a couple shortcom 
ings. First, to redeem any bonus elements accumulated in the 
bonus accumulator, a player must continue to Wager and 
play the game until accomplishing an infrequent predeter 
mined event that triggers the redemption of bonus elements. 
If the player must Walk aWay from the gaming machine for 
some reason, e.g., the player runs out of money, the player 
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may be frustrated by his/her forfeiture of the bonus elements 
Which noW remain in the bonus accumulator for redemption 
by a subsequent player. Second, because players may Walk 
aWay before redeeming the accumulated bonus elements, 
people looking to play a game With a bonus accumulator 
may scout for and hover around those machines With greater 
bonus elements in the bonus accumulator. 

[0005] A need, therefore, exists for a bonus accumulator 
that overcomes the above-noted shortcomings of the bonus 
accumulator employed in prior games. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] A game of chance comprises a game play engine 
With a bonus accumulator. In response to a Wager, the game 
play engine is executed to randomly select an outcome from 
a plurality of possible outcomes. The bonus accumulator 
accumulates bonus elements based on predetermined crite 
ria. The bonus elements are redeemable by a player for an 
aWard during any game play cycle de?ned as starting With 
the Wager and ending With a succeeding Wager triggering the 
game play engine. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The foregoing and other advantages of the inven 
tion Will become apparent upon reading the folloWing 
detailed description and upon reference to the draWings. 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a gaming machine 
embodying the present invention. 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a control system 
suitable for operating the gaming machine. 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a display screen capture of a basic slot 
game executed on the gaming machine and shoWing a 
start-bonus combination for triggering a bonus game. 

[0011] 
game. 

FIG. 4 is a display screen capture of the bonus 

[0012] FIG. 5 is a display screen capture of the basic slot 
game shoWing a bonus accumulator in the form of a ?re 
cracker register. 

[0013] FIG. 6 is a display screen capture of the basic slot 
game shoWing ?recracker marks in the ?recracker register 
having been redeemed for credits. 

[0014] While the invention is susceptible to various modi 
?cations and alternative forms, speci?c embodiments have 
been shoWn by Way of example in the draWings and Will be 
described in detail herein. It should be understood, hoWever, 
that the invention is not intended to be limited to the 
particular forms disclosed. Rather, the invention is to cover 
all modi?cations, equivalents, and alternatives falling Within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0015] Turning noW to the draWings and referring initially 
to FIG. 1, there is depicted a gaming machine 10 executing 
a game of chance that may be used to implement an 
“on-demand” bonus accumulator according to the present 
invention. The gaming machine 10 includes a visual display 
12 preferably in the form of a dot matrix, CRT, LED, LCD, 
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electro-luminescent, or other type of video display known in 
the art. The display 12 preferably includes a touch screen 
overlaying the monitor. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
gaming machine 10 is a “slant-top” version in which the 
display 12 is slanted at about a thirty-degree angle toward 
the player of the gaming machine 10. Alternatively, the 
gaming machine may be an “upright” version in which the 
display 12 is oriented vertically relative to the player. 

[0016] In one embodiment, the gaming machine 10 is 
operable to play a game of chance entitled BOOM having a 
?reworks theme. The BOOM game is similar to the 1998 
game of the same title by the instant assignee, eXcept that it 
has been enhanced to include the “on-demand” bonus accu 
mulator of the present invention. The enhanced BOOM 
game features a basic slot game with ?ve simulated spinning 
reels and a bonus game triggered by a start-bonus outcome 
in the basic game. It will be appreciated, however, that the 
gaming machine 10 may be implemented with themes other 
than ?reworks. 

[0017] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a control system 
suitable for operating the gaming machine 10. Coin/credit 
detector 14 signals a central processing unit (“CPU”) 16 
when a player has inserted a number of coins or played a 
number of credits. Then, the CPU 16 operates to eXecute a 
game program that causes the display 12 to display the basic 
game that includes simulated symbol-bearing reels. The 
player may select the number of pay lines to play and the 
amount to wager via touch screen input keys 17. The basic 
game commences in response to the player activating a 
switch 18 (e.g., by pulling a lever or pushing a button), 
causing the CPU 16 to set the reels in motion, randomly 
select a game outcome, and then stop the reels to display 
symbols corresponding to the pre-selected game outcome. In 
one embodiment, one of the basic game outcomes causes the 
CPU 16 to enter a bonus mode whereby the display 12 
shows a bonus game with animation of ?reworks. 

[0018] A system memory 20 stores control software, 
operational instructions, and data associated with the gam 
ing machine 10. In one embodiment, the memory 20 com 
prises a separate read only memory (ROM) and battery 
backed random access memory It will be 
appreciated, however, that the system memory 20 may be 
implemented on any of several alternative types of memory 
structures or may be implemented on a single memory 
structure. Apayoff mechanism 22 is operable in response to 
instructions from the CPU 16 to award a payoff of coins or 
credits to the player in response to certain winning outcomes 
which may occur in the basic or bonus games. The payoff 
amounts corresponding to certain combinations of symbols 
in the basic game are predetermined according to a pay table 
stored in system memory 20. The payoff amounts corre 
sponding to certain outcomes of the bonus game are also 
stored in system memory 20. 

[0019] As shown in FIG. 3, the BOOM basic game is 
implemented on the display 12 on ?ve video simulated 
spinning reels 30-34 with ?ve pay lines 40-44. Each of the 
pay lines 40-44 eXtends through one symbol on each of the 
?ve reels 30-34. Generally, game play is initiated by insert 
ing a number of coins or playing a number of credits, 
causing the CPU 16 (FIG. 2) to activate a number of pay 
lines corresponding to the number of coins or credits played. 
In one embodiment, the player selects the number of pay 
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lines (between one and ?ve) to play by pressing a “Select 
Lines” key 50 on the video display 12. The player then 
chooses the number of coins or credits to bet on the selected 
pay lines by pressing the “Bet Per Line” key 52. 

[0020] After activation of the pay lines, the reels 30-34 
may be set in motion by touching the “Spin Reels” key 54 
or, if the player wishes to bet the maXimum amount per line, 
by using the “Max Bet Spin” key 56 on the video display 12. 
Alternatively, other mechanisms such as, for eXample, a 
lever or push button may be used to set the reels in motion. 
The CPU 16 uses a random number generator to select a 

game outcome (e.g., “basic” game outcome) corresponding 
to a particular set of reel “stop positions.” The CPU 16 then 
causes each of the video reels 30-34 to stop at the appro 
priate stop position. Video symbols are displayed on the 
reels 30-34 to graphically illustrate the reel stop positions 
and indicate whether the stop positions of the reels represent 
a winning game outcome. 

[0021] Winning basic game outcomes (e.g., symbol com 
binations resulting in payment of coins or credits) are 
identi?able to the player by a pay table. In one embodiment, 
the pay table is af?Xed to the machine 10 and/or displayed 
by the video display 12 in response to a command by the 
player (e.g., by pressing the “Pay Table” button 58). A 
winning basic game outcome occurs when the symbols 
appearing on the reels 30-34 along an active pay line 
correspond to one of the winning combinations on the pay 
table. Awinning combination, for eXample, could be three or 
more ORANGE symbols along an active pay line, where the 
award is greater as the number of ORANGE symbols along 
the active pay line increases. If the displayed symbols stop 
in a winning combination, the game credits the player an 
amount corresponding to the award in the pay table for that 
combination multiplied by the amount of credits bet on the 
winning pay line. The player may collect the amount of 
accumulated credits by pressing the “Collect” button 59. In 
one implementation, the winning combinations start from 
the ?rst reel 30 (left to right) and span adjacent reels. In an 
alternative implementation, the winning combinations start 
from either the ?rst reel 30 (left to right) or the ?fth reel 34 
(right to left) and span adjacent reels. 

[0022] Included among the plurality of basic game out 
comes is a start-bonus outcome for triggering play of a 
bonus game. A start-bonus outcome may be de?ned in any 
number of ways. For eXample, a start-bonus outcome occurs 
when a special start-bonus symbol or a special combination 
of symbols appears on one or more of the reels 30-34. The 
start-bonus outcome may require the combination of sym 
bols to appear along an active pay line or, alternatively, may 
require that the combination of symbols appear anywhere on 
the display regardless of whether the symbols are along an 
active pay line. The appearance of a start-bonus outcome 
causes the CPU to shift operation from the basic game to the 
bonus game. 

[0023] Three or more BOOM symbols along an active pay 
line trigger a bonus game with animation of ?reworks. In 
FIG. 3, ?ve BOOM symbols are depicted along the middle 
horiZontal pay line 42. Referring to FIG. 4, in response to 
triggering the bonus game, the display 12 depicts ?ve 
rockets 60-64 and prompts the player to select one of the 
rockets via the corresponding touch keys 70-74 to get a 
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bonus. The bonus is accompanied by an animation of 
?reworks in Which the selected rocket is launched and 
exploded. 

[0024] Referring to FIG. 5, in accordance With the present 
invention, the enhanced BOOM game includes an “on 
demand” bonus accumulator in the form of a ?recracker 
register 80. In a ?rst embodiment, a bonus element in the 
form of a ?recracker mark 82 is added to the ?recracker 
register 80 for every 25 credits Wagered. In a second 
embodiment, a ?recracker mark 82 is added to the ?re 
cracker register 80 for every Winning spin resulting in a 
payout. In a third embodiment, a ?recracker mark 82 is 
added to the ?recracker register 80 for every Winning spin 
resulting in a payout and a CANDY CANE ROCKET 
symbol on a Winning pay line. In a fourth embodiment, a 
?recracker mark 82 is added to the ?recracker register 80 for 
every spin that triggers the ?reWorks bonus game. In a ?fth 
embodiment, a ?recracker mark 82 is added to the ?re 
cracker register 80 for every losing spin resulting in no 
payout. The above embodiments can be combined such that 
a ?recracker mark 82 is added to the ?recracker register 80 
in response to the occurrence of any of multiple events. 

[0025] As discussed above, in the original BOOM game, 
the player Was aWarded a ?recracker bonus equal to the 
number of ?recracker marks in the ?recracker register When 
either (1) the ?recracker register reached ?fty ?recracker 
marks, or (2) a spin resulted in tWo “Wild match” symbols 
anyWhere on the display. The above prerequisites for 
redeeming the ?recracker marks for a bonus could lead to 
frustration of players forced to Walk aWay from the gaming 
machine before redemption and a “vulture” effect Whereby 
neW players hover around those machines With larger num 
bers of ?recracker marks in the ?recracker register. 

[0026] The enhanced BOOM game overcomes these prob 
lems by alloWing a player to redeem the ?recracker marks 82 
in the ?recracker register 80 for an aWard during any game 
play cycle. A game play cycle may be de?ned as starting 
With one Wager triggering one spin of the reels and ending 
With a succeeding Wager triggering another spin of the reels. 
In one embodiment, the player must redeem all of the 
?recracker marks 82 in the ?recracker register 80 at one 
time. In an alternative embodiment, the player may redeem 
a selected number of the ?recracker marks 82 at one time. 
The aWard for Which the ?recracker marks 82 are redeemed 
may be in the form of credits or a game feature. 

[0027] In a ?rst embodiment, the aWard is in the form of 
credits. Each ?recracker mark 82 is Worth a predetermined 
number of credits, such as one credit. In FIG. 6, for 
eXample, the 28 ?recracker marks 82 that Were in the 
?recracker register 80 in FIG. 5 have been redeemed for 28 
credits. 

[0028] In a second embodiment, the aWard is in the form 
of free spins of the reels 30-34. The number of free spins 
corresponds to the number of ?recracker marks 82 being 
redeemed. Instead of a slot game, the game of chance 
executed on the gaming machine may be poker, blackjack, 
roulette, keno, bingo, or the like. In this case, the aWard is 
in the form of free plays of the game. 

[0029] In a third embodiment, if the game is poker, the 
aWard may be in the form of one or more Wild cards in the 
poker game. The number of Wild cards corresponds to the 
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number of bonus elements (e.g., ?recracker marks 82) being 
redeemed. The game may be designed to alloW such 
redemption before any playing cards are revealed to the 
player, after the cards are revealed but prior to the draW in 
draW poker, or after the draW. 

[0030] In a fourth embodiment, the aWard is in the form of 
free plays of the bonus game depicted in FIG. 4. The number 
of free plays of the bonus game corresponds to the number 
of ?recracker marks 82 being redeemed. Of course, in order 
for the game to maintain a payback percentage under 100 
percent and remain pro?table to the operator, the probability 
of earning a bonus element (e.g., ?recracker mark 82) and/or 
the average number of credits aWarded by the bonus game 
may need to be reduced. 

[0031] In a ?fth embodiment, the aWard is in the form of 
credits or a game feature depending on the number of 
?recracker marks 82 in the ?recracker register 80. For 
eXample, to trigger the game feature, the game may require 
the player to redeem ?fty ?recracker marks 82. That is, the 
threshold for redeeming the ?recracker marks 82 for the 
game feature is ?fty ?recracker marks. If the player Wishes 
to redeem the ?recracker marks 82 prior to accumulating 
?fty such marks 82 in the ?recracker register 80, hoWever, 
the game may instead provide an aWard in the form of 
credits. The number of aWarded credits may be prorated 
based on the average number of credits aWarded by the game 
feature and the number of redeemed ?recracker marks 82. 
For eXample, if the average number of credits aWarded by 
the game feature is 300 credits but the player Wishes to 
redeem 25 ?recracker marks 82 instead of Waiting for ?fty 
such marks 82 to accumulate in the ?recracker register 80, 
the game may aWard 150 credits (=300><25/50) for the 
player’s redemption of 25 ?recracker marks 82. 

[0032] In a siXth embodiment, the aWard is graduated such 
that the greater the number of ?recracker marks 82 in the 
?recracker register 80, the greater the redemption value of 
each mark. For eXample, if the aWard is in the form of 
credits, 10-19 ?recracker marks may be redeemed at a ratio 
of one credit per mark, 20-29 ?recracker marks may be 
redeemed at a ratio of tWo credits per mark, 30-39 ?re 
cracker marks may be redeemed at a ratio of three credits per 
mark, and so on. The graduated aWard scale acts as an 
incentive for players to stay at the gaming machine and earn 
suf?cient ?recracker marks 82 to reach higher levels in the 
graduated aWard scale. At the same time, hoWever, the 
player is not severely penaliZed for early redemption. 

[0033] While the present invention has been described 
With reference to one or more particular embodiments, those 
skilled in the art Will recogniZe that many changes may be 
made thereto Without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the present invention. Each of these embodiments and 
obvious variations thereof is contemplated as falling Within 
the spirit and scope of the claimed invention, Which is set 
forth in the folloWing claims. 

1.-30. (Cancelled) 
31. Amethod of conducting a Wagering game at a gaming 

terminal, comprising: 
receiving Wagers from a player to purchase respective 

plays of said Wagering game; 

randomly selecting an outcome from a plurality of pos 
sible outcomes for each of said plays; 
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providing an accumulation feature in said Wagering game 
that persists over the course of said plays, said accu 
rnulation feature yielding various possible aWards for 
the player and including indicia that indicate an aWard 
level, said indicia are accumulated in response to the 
occurrence of predetermined criteria in said plays of 
said Wagering game; and 

in response to a demand by a player that is received during 
any one of said plays, permitting the player to redeem 
said accurnulation feature for an aWard associated With 
said aWard level. 

32. The method of claim 31, further including displaying 
said indicia on a display of said garning terminal. 

33. The method of claim 32, Wherein said displaying 
includes continuously displaying and updating said indicia. 

34. The method of claim 31, Wherein said predetermined 
criteria is the occurrence of certain outcornes during said 
plays. 

35. The method of claim 34, Wherein said aWard level 
includes garne credits and further including alloWing said 
player to conduct additional plays at said garning terminal 
with said garne credits. 

36. The method of claim 31, Wherein said aWard level 
includes free plays of said Wagering game. 

37. The method of claim 31, Wherein said predetermined 
criteria is the Wagering arnount during said plays. 

38. A garning terminal for conducting a Wagering garne, 
comprising: 

an input device for receiving inputs from a player; 

a Wager input device for receiving Wagers for respective 
plays of said Wagering game; 

at least one display for displaying a randomly selected 
outcome from a plurality of possible outcomes for each 
of said plays; 

an accumulation feature for said Wagering game that 
yields an aWard for the player, said accurnulation 
feature having a registry displayed on said at least one 
display and depicting indicia accumulated over the 
course of said plays, said indicia being indicative of a 
level of said aWard and being added to said registry in 
response to an occurrence of predetermined criteria in 
said plays; and 

a processor coupled to said input device, said Wager-input 
device, and said at least one display, said processor 
controlling said accurnulation feature and being opera 
tive to, 
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control the display of said indicia on said registry, and 

provide the player With the level of said aWard that is 
associated With said depicted indicia in response to a 
demand input received from the player via said input 
device during any one of said plays. 

39. The gaming terminal of claim 38, Wherein said 
controller is further operative to continuously display and 
update said indicia. 

40. The gaming terminal of claim 38, Wherein said 
predetermined criteria is the occurrence of certain outcornes 
during said plays. 

41. The gaming terminal of claim 38, Wherein said aWard 
level includes garne credits. 

42. The gaming terminal of claim 38, Wherein said aWard 
level includes free plays of said Wagering game. 

43. The gaming terminal of claim 38, Wherein said 
registry is continuously displayed on said at least one 
display during said plays. 

44. Arnethod of conducting a Wagering game at a gaming 
terrninal, cornprising: 

receiving Wagers from a player to purchase respective 
plays of said Wagering garne; 

randornly selecting an outcome from a plurality of pos 
sible outcomes for each of said plays; 

persisting an accumulation feature over the course of said 
plays, said accurnulation feature having an aWard level 
that increases in response to the occurrence of prede 
terrnined criteria in said plays; and 

in response to a demand by a player that is received during 
any one of said plays, permitting the player to redeem 
said accurnulation feature for an aWard associated With 
said aWard level. 

45. The method of claim 44, Wherein said aWard includes 
garne credits and further including alloWing said player to 
conduct additional plays at said garning terminal with said 
garne credits. 

46. The method of claim 44, Wherein said aWard includes 
free plays of said Wagering game. 

47. The method of claim 44, further including displaying 
indicia corresponding to said aWard level on a display of said 
garning terminal. 

48. The method of claim 47, Wherein said displaying 
includes continuously displaying said indicia on a registry. 

49. The method of claim 44, Wherein said predetermined 
criteria is the occurrence of certain outcornes during said 
plays. 

50. The method of claim 44, Wherein said predetermined 
criteria is the Wagering arnount during said plays. 

* * * * * 


