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ELECTRICAL IMPEDANCE METHOD AND 
APPARATUS FOR DETECTING AND 

DIAGNOSING DISEASES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to an improved 
method and apparatus for detecting and diagnosing disease 
states in a living organism by using a plurality of electrical 
impedance measurements. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Methods for screening and diagnosing diseased 
states Within the body are based on sensing a physical 
characteristic or physiological attribute of body tissue, and 
then distinguishing normal from abnormal states from 
changes in the characteristic or attribute. For example, X-ray 
techniques measure tissue physical density, ultrasound mea 
sures acoustic density, and thermal sensing techniques mea 
sures differences in tissue heat. Another measurable property 
of tissue is its electrical impedance; i.e., the resistance tissue 
offers to the How of electrical current through it. Values of 
electrical impedance of various body tissues are Well knoWn 
through studies on intact humans or from excised tissue 
made available folloWing therapeutic surgical procedures. In 
addition, it is Well documented that a decrease in electrical 
impedance occurs in tissue as it undergoes cancerous 
changes. This ?nding is consistent over many animal species 
and tissue types, including, for example human breast can 
cers. 

[0003] There have been a number of reports of attempts to 
detect breast tumors using electrical impedance imaging, 
such as, for example, US. Pat. No. 4,486,835. HoWever, 
there are basic problems When trying to construct an image 
from impedance data. Electrical current does not proceed in 
straight lines or in a single plane; it folloWs the path of least 
resistance, Which is inevitably irregular and three-dimen 
sional. As a result, the mathematics for constructing the 
impedance image is very complex and requires simplifying 
assumptions that greatly decrease image ?delity and reso 
lution. 

[0004] A cancer, hoWever, need not be “seen” to be 
detected; its presence can be detected by a marker associated 
With it, in this case a change in its electrical impedance, and 
a technique sensitive to the marker. 

[0005] One technique for screening and diagnosing dis 
eased states Within the body using electrical impedance is 
disclosed in US. Pat. No. 6,122,544. In this patent data are 
obtained in organiZed patterns from tWo anatomically 
homologous body regions, one of Which may be affected by 
disease. One subset of the data so obtained is processed and 
analyZed by structuring the data values as elements of an 
n><n impedance matrix. The matrices can be further charac 
teriZed by their eigenvalues and eigenvectors. These matri 
ces and/or their eigenvalues and eigenvectors can be sub 
jected to a pattern recognition process to match for knoWn 
normal or disease matrix or eigenvalue and eigenvectors 
patterns. The matrices and/or their eigenvalues and eigen 
vectors derived from each homologous body region can also 
be compared, respectively, to each other using various 
analytical methods and then subject to criteria established 
for differentiating normal from diseased states. 
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SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention is directed to an improved 
method and apparatus for detecting and diagnosing disease 
states in a living organism by using a plurality of electrical 
impedance measurements. Although the present invention 
can be applied to any tWo homologous body regions, the 
application discussed scans for the presence or absence of 
breast abnormalities, and particularly benign and malignant 
tumors. While not intending to be bound by any particular 
theory, the method of the invention may arise from the 
folloWing assumptions and hypotheses: 

[0007] 1. The tumor or tumors Will occur either in 
only one breast, or if in both, at different homologous 
locations; 

[0008] 2. Both breasts are structurally similar, and 
therefore can be expected to be approximate mirror 
images (homologous) With respect to their imped 
ance characteristics; 

[0009] 3. If impedance measurements are taken in a 
multiplicity of directions or paths across the breast 
(called an impedance scan in the present applica 
tion), the presence of tumors, Which are knoWn to 
have a signi?cantly loWer impedance than the nor 
mal tissue they replace, Will distort or change the 
impedance in at least some of the paths of current 
?oW; 

[0010] 4. The magnitude of decreased impedance is 
greater for malignant tumors than for benign ones, 
providing a method for differentiating betWeen these 
tumor types; and 

[0011] 5. There Will alWays be some differences in 
impedance betWeen breasts in a normal individual; 
but these differences Will be less than the differences 
When a cancer is present. 

[0012] The methodology of the present invention is imple 
mented by a data acquisition and analysis apparatus that Was 
developed for the special requirements of the invention. An 
improved breast electrode array is also provided of a design 
and construction that alloWs excellent conformability of the 
array to a breast surface and precise positioning of elec 
trodes. This ensures that the multiplicity of positions that 
impedance measurements are obtained from in a ?rst body 
part correspond as precisely as possible to the multiplicity of 
positions that measurements are obtained from in another, 
homologous, second body part. The apparatus has a number 
of innovations that provide rapid, accurate impedance mea 
surements from a large number of electrode combinations, 
and virtually immediate data analysis and display. Imped 
ance data are obtained in organiZed patterns from tWo 
anatomically homologous body regions, one of Which may 
be affected by disease. 

[0013] In one embodiment of the invention, electrodes are 
selected so that the impedance data obtained can be consid 
ered to represent elements of an n><n impedance matrix. 
Then tWo matrix differences are calculated to obtain a 
diagnostic metric from each. In one, the absolute difference 
betWeen homologous right and left matrices, on an element 
by-element basis, is calculated; in the second, the same 
procedure is folloWed except relative matrix element differ 
ence is calculated. 
































