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(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosed is a Wet sheet container for housing a sheet roll 
that is a Wet sheet Wound in the form of a roll. A container 
body is formed With a storage space into Which the sheet roll 
is to be inserted. The container body is separable into tWo or 
more parts so that separation of the container body alloWs 
insertion of the sheet roll into the storage space. A shaft is 
located inside the container body so as to be inserted into a 
center hole of the sheet roll. The shaft de?nes a support 
space Which extends along an axial direction thereof and 
communicates With the outside of the container body. 
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Fig. 5 
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WET SHEET CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a Wet sheet con 
tainer for housing a Wet sheet that is Wound in the form of 
a roll. More particularly, the invention relates to a Wet sheet 
container that can be attached to a toilet paper holder. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Wet sheets impregnated with chemicals such as 
steriliZer, detergent and hurnectant have been Widely used in 
homes. Particularly When set in bathrooms, they can be 
conveniently used for Wiping buttocks or for cleaning toi 
lets. HoWever, unlike ordinary toilet paper and dry tissue 
paper, they need be housed in a container, eXcept in use, so 
as to prevent the chemicals from drying. Heretofore, such 
Wet sheets have been herrnetically housed in a container that 
is in the form of a heXahedral boX or cylinder. Such a 
heXahedral or cylindrical container is designed to be placed 
on a ?oor or shelf, but it is structurally difficult to attach the 
container to a toilet paper holder or put the container on a 
bathroom Wall surface. 

[0005] Japanese UneXarnined Patent Publication No. 
2001-95718 (Patent Publication 1) discloses a Wet tissue 
container Which is to be attached to a cutter of a toilet paper 
holder and a cylindrical container for a roll of Wet tissue 
Which is to be attached to a toilet paper holder instead of a 
toilet paper such that the holder is inserted into a center hole 
of the container. 

[0006] Japanese UneXarnined Patent Publication No. H09 
149863 (Patent Publication 2) discloses an airtight container 
for a roll of Wet tissue Which is to be ?tted in a base secured 
to a mounting surface of a Wall by means of screWs or the 
like. 

[0007] HoWever, the ?rst container of the Patent Publica 
tion 1, Which is to be attached to a cutter of a toilet paper 
holder, is unstable in position, Wherein the container may be 
turned upWardly along With the cutter due to the force of 
pulling a tissue paper out of the container, so that the tissue 
paper cannot be pulled out srnoothly. In addition, since it is 
troublesorne to insert the curved cutter into the container, the 
attachment and detachment of the container Will be dif?cult 
to perform. 

[0008] The second container of the Patent Publication 1, 
Which is cylindrical, can be readily attached to a toilet paper 
holder. HoWever, the cylindrical container may freely rotate 
on the toilet paper holder, so that the tissue paper cannot be 
pulled out srnoothly. In addition, if the center hole is simply 
formed in the container, the center hole Will irnpair airtight 
ness of the container, resulting in drying of the tissue paper 
inside thereof. 

[0009] In the invention disclosed in the Patent Publication 
2, on the other hand, it is troublesorne to secure the dedicated 
base to a mounting surface of a Wall by means of screWs or 
the like. Furthermore, since the screWs for securing the base 
need screW holes in the Wall, the Wall and Wall paper Will be 
damaged seriously. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The present invention has been Worked out in vieW 
of the shortcomings in the prior art set forth above. It is 
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therefore an object of the present invention to provide a Wet 
sheet container Which can be readily set in place Without a 
dedicated rnounting base as Well as preventing its contents 
from drying out. 

[0011] According to the present invention, there is pro 
vided a Wet sheet container for housing a sheet roll (a Wet 
sheet Wound in the form of a roll), cornprising: 

[0012] a container body formed with a storage space into 
Which the sheet roll is to be inserted, the container body 
being openable into tWo or more parts so that opening of the 
container body alloWs insertion of the sheet roll into the 
storage space; and 

[0013] a shaft located inside the container body so as to be 
inserted into a center hole of the sheet roll, the shaft de?ning 
an interior space Which extends along an aXial direction 
thereof and communicates With the outside of the container 
body. 

[0014] The Wet sheet container of the present invention 
can be readily set on a Wall such as by inserting a rod of a 
toilet paper holder into the interior space de?ned by the 
shaft. Since the interior space of the shaft is separated from 
the storage space by the material forming the shaft, relative 
airtightness of the storage space can be maintained even 
though the interior space communicates with the outside of 
the container such as for insertion of the rod. Therefore, the 
Wet sheet can be prevented from drying. In addition, since 
the sheet roll is rotatably attached to the shaft inside the 
storage space, the Wet sheet can be easily pulled out. 

[0015] In the Wet sheet container of the present invention, 
for example, the container body may be openable in the aXial 
direction of the shaft so that opening of the container body 
alloWs insertion of the sheet roll into the storage space along 
an aXial direction of the sheet roll, and the container body 
may be formed With a dispensing opening for pulling out the 
Wet sheet. In this construction, since the shaft can be inserted 
into the center hole of the sheet roll simultaneously with the 
insertion of the sheet roll into the storage space along the 
aXial direction of the sheet roll, the sheet roll can be easily 
housed in the container. 

[0016] In an alternative, the container body may be open 
able in a direction perpendicular to the aXial direction of the 
shaft so that opening of the container body alloWs insertion 
of the sheet roll into the storage space, With the shaft already 
inserted into the center hole of the sheet roll. In this 
construction, the insertion of the sheet roll can be performed 
by holding the shaft Without touching the sheet roll. Here, 
When the Wet tissue is to be used, the sheet roll may be 
eXposed externally by opening the container body so that the 
Wet sheet can be directly unWound from the eXposed sheet 
roll, or the container body may be formed With a dispensing 
opening for pulling out the Wet sheet so as to avoid opening 
of the container body during use. 

[0017] If a lid is provided to close the dispensing opening, 
the Wet sheet stored in the storage space can more effectively 
be prevented from drying. 

[0018] The Wet sheet container of the present invention 
may be constructed such that the space forrned inside the 
shaft alloWs insertion of a rod of a toilet paper holder. The 
rear side of the container body may be formed With an 
intermediate portion and support portions at opposite sides 
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of the intermediate portion in a rotational direction about an 
axis of the shaft, the support portions being located further 
aWay from the axis of the shaft than is the intermediate 
portion, functioning to prevent rotation of the container 
body. In this construction, abutment of the support portions 
against the toilet paper holder or the like can prevent rotation 
of the container body, so that undesirable rotation of the 
container body during pulling out of the Wet sheet can be 
prevented. 

[0019] In the Wet sheet container of the present invention, 
furthermore, a paper support member for supporting a core 
of a toilet paper may be provided outside the container body. 
In this construction, an ordinary toilet paper can also be 
provided even after the Wet sheet container of the present 
invention is attached to a toilet paper holder. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] The present invention Will be understood more 
fully from the detailed description given hereinafter and 
from the accompanying draWings of the preferred embodi 
ments of the present invention, Which, hoWever, should not 
be taken to limit the invention, but are for explanation and 
understanding only. 

[0021] 
[0022] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW shoWing a Wet sheet 
container according to a ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention, along With a sheet roll and a toilet paper holder; 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional vieW shoWing a 
state Where a container body shoWn in FIG. 1 is attached to 
the holder; 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional vieW shoWing a 
state Where the container body shoWn in FIG. 1 is attached 
to the holder; 

[0025] FIGS. 4A and 4B are perspective vieWs shoWing 
a container body according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 5 is a transverse sectional vieW shoWing a 
state Where the container body shoWn in FIGS. 4A or 4B is 
attached to the holder; 

[0027] FIG. 6 is a longitudinal sectional vieW of a con 
tainer body according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0028] FIG. 7 is a longitudinal sectional vieW of a con 
tainer body according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0029] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW shoWing a container 
body according to a ?fth embodiment of the present inven 
tion; and 

[0030] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW shoWing a container 
body according to a sixth embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

In the draWings: 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0031] The present invention Will be discussed hereinafter 
in detail in terms of the preferred embodiments according to 
the present invention With reference to the accompanying 
draWings. In the folloWing description, numerous speci?c 
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details are set forth in order to provide a thorough under 
standing of the present invention. It Will be obvious, hoW 
ever, to those skilled in the art that the present invention may 
be practiced Without these speci?c details. In other 
instances, Well-knoWn structures are not shoWn in detail in 
order not to obscure the features of the present invention. 

[0032] FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective vieW shoWing a 
Wet sheet container 10 according to a ?rst embodiment of the 
present invention, along With a sheet roll 1 Which is to be 
housed in the Wet sheet container 10 and a toilet paper holder 
5 to Which the Wet sheet container 10 is to be mounted; FIG. 
2 is a longitudinal sectional vieW taken along an XY-plane 
of FIG. 1, inclusive of an axis Ox-Ox, shoWing a state Where 
the Wet sheet container 10 is mounted to the holder 5; and 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional vieW taken along a YZ-plane 
of FIG. 1. 

[0033] According to the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1-3, 
The Wet sheet container 10 comprises a container body 11. 
The container body 10 is separable into a ?rst casing 11A 
and a second casing 11B, Wherein the separation direction is 
along the axis Ox-Ox. 

[0034] The ?rst casing 11A comprises a rear panel 12 to 
face the toilet paper holder 5, a front panel 13 for facing a 
user, a top panel 14, a bottom panel 15 and an end panel 16. 
The panels may be formed integrally With each other. Casing 
11A includes an opening 17 is formed on the side opposite 
the end panel 16. Inside the ?rst casing 11A, as shoWn in 
FIG. 2, a shaft 18 is provided to extend along the axis 
Ox-Ox. As shoWn the shaft 18 is formed integrally With the 
end panel 16, but it is not required to be integrally formed. 
The shaft 18 may have a cylindrical con?guration, de?ning 
therein a center hole 18a Which extends along the axis 
Ox-OX and opens on an outer surface of the end panel 16. 

[0035] As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, at the opening 17 of 
the ?rst casing 11A, outer surfaces of the rear panel 12, the 
front panel 13, the top panel 14 and the bottom panel 15 may 
be stepped toWard the axis Ox-Ox to provide a ?tting rib 19. 

[0036] The second casing 11B is of a length much shorter 
than the length of the ?rst casing 11A, as measured in a 
direction along the axis Ox-OX. The second casing 11B 
comprises a rear panel 22, a front panel 23, a top panel 24, 
a bottom panel 25 and an end panel 26. Inside the second 
casing 11B, as shoWn in FIG. 2, a shaft 28 may be integrally 
formed to project from the end panel 26 along the axis 
Ox-Ox, Wherein a center hole 28a axially formed in the shaft 
28 opens on an outer surface of the end panel 26. 

[0037] The ?rst casing 11A and the second casing 11B can 
engage one another as shoWn in FIG. 2. In this state, the 
shaft 28 of the second casing 11B is ?tted into the center hole 
18a of the shaft 18 of the ?rst casing 11A, While the rear 
panel 22, the front panel 23, the top panel 24 and the bottom 
panel 25 of the second casing 11B make a ?t With an outer 
surface of the ?tting rib 19 of the ?rst casing 11A. 

[0038] With the container body 11 thus assembled, the 
panels 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 de?ne a storage 
space 31 around the shafts 18 and 28. With this ?tting 
structure, the storage space 31 can be shut off from the 
outside air so as to be almost airtight. In this ?tting structure, 
moreover, the center hole 18a of the shaft 18 of the ?rst 
casing 11A and the center hole 28a of the shaft 28 of the 
second casing 11B are in communication With each other, 
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de?ning a space 32 (an “interior space” or “support space.” 
Space 32 opens on the respective outer surfaces of the end 
panels 16 and 26 to communicate With the outside of the 
container body 11. It should be noted that since the shafts 18 
and 28 engage one another as shoWn in FIG. 2, space 32 is 
separated from the storage space 31 by the shafts 18 and 28, 
thereby keeping the storage space 31 suf?ciently airtight to 
prevent drying out of its contents. 

[0039] As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 3, a dispensing opening 
35 is formed in the front panel 13 of the ?rst casing 11A. 
Adjacent the dispensing opening 35, a restriction hole 36 
opens into the storage space 31, as shoWn in FIG. 3. The 
restriction hole 36 is of an opening area that is smaller than 
(e.g., equal to or less than 1/z) the Whole area of the container 
body 11 as vieWed from its front side in the Z-direction. As 
the Wet sheet is pulled out through the restriction hole 36, the 
restriction hole 36 provides a resistance to the Wet sheet so 
that the Wet sheet can be easily torn along a perforation in 
the sheet role. 

[0040] In front of the restriction hole 36, a shoulder 37 is 
formed, and in front of the shoulder 37, a recess 38 is formed 
to accommodate a lid 41. The lid 41 is pivoted at the loWer 
end about a shaft 42 inside the recess 38. A ?tting rib 43 is 
formed to project from an inner surface of the lid 41. When 
the lid 41 is closed as shoWn in FIG. 3, the ?tting rib 43 is 
elastically deformed to ?t into the shoulder 37, thereby 
preventing undesirable opening of the lid 41. With the lid 41 
thus closing the dispensing opening 35, therefore, suf?cient 
airtightness of the storage space 31 can be maintained. 

[0041] As shoWn in FIG. 3, the rear panel 12 of the ?rst 
casing 11A and the rear panel 22 of the second casing 11B 
provide ?at surfaces parallel to the XY-plane. Consequently, 
the outer surfaces of the rear panels 12 and 22 provide an 
intermediate portion 11D, Which is located a smallest dis 
tance L1 aWay from the aXis OX-OX, and support portions 
11E, 11F, Which are located at opposite sides of the inter 
mediate portion 11D in a rotational direction about the aXis 
OX-OX and largest distances L2, L3 aWay from the aXis 
OX-OX. It should be noted that the distances L2, L3, Which 
may or may not be equal to each other, need be larger than 
the distance L1. 

[0042] Since the support portions 11E, 11F are provided at 
opposite sides of the intermediate portion 11D, the container 
body 11 itself functions to prevent rotation. 

[0043] The ?rst casing 11A, the second casing 11B and the 
lid 41 forming the container body 11 may be formed by 
injection molding a synthetic resin material such as polypro 
pylene (PP) resin, polyethylene (PE) resin, polystyrene (PS) 
resin, acrylonitrile-butadien-styrene (ABS) resin, elastomer 
resin, polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin, polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) resin, and polycarbonate resin. 

[0044] The sheet roll 1 is a Wet sheet 2 that is Wound in the 
form of a roll to have a center hole 4 along its aXis. 
Moreover, perforations 3 are formed in the Wet sheet 2 at 
regular intervals in the longitudinal direction thereof so that 
it can be torn along the perforation 3 into small pieces as 
needed. 

[0045] The Wet sheet 2 may be a thin paper (tissue paper) 
manufactured by Wet papermaking process With pulp as 
stock or a spunlaced nonWoven fabric manufactured by Wet 
laying stock such as pulp and regenerated cellulose ?bers 
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and then subjecting it to a Water jet treatment for ?ber 
entanglement, Wherein a Water-soluble or Water-sWellable 
binder is preferably added to make the Wet sheet 2 disinte 
gratable in Water. Alternatively, the Wet sheet 2 may be a 
composite sheet of the thin paper or nonWoven fabric and a 
Water-soluble resin ?lm such as polyvinyl alcohol (PVA). 

[0046] The Wet sheet 2, Which is impregnated With chemi 
cals containing distilled Water or alcohol, is housed in the 
container body 11. The chemicals may contain steriliZer, 
fungicide, detergent, humectant and so on depending on 
applications. The Wet sheet 2 impregnated With chemicals 
may be housed in the container body 11 Without any 
packaging, but it is also possible to package the Wet sheet 2 
in a doughnut-shaped packaging bag of resin ?lm and then 
house the Wet sheet 2 in the container body 11 With the shafts 
18, 28 inserted into a center hole of the packaging bag. 

[0047] The Wet sheet container 10 may be set anyWhere by 
supporting it through the support space 32. In the ?rst 
embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1 to 3, for instance, the Wet 
sheet container 10 is attached to the toilet paper holder 5. 
The holder 5 comprises a ?Xed plate 6 to be ?Xed to a Wall 
surface of a bathroom by means of screWs or the like, a 
support arm 7 extending from the ?Xed plate 6, and a 
cantilever rod 8 ?Xed to the support arm 7. Above the rod 8, 
there is provided a metal cover/cutter 9 Which is pivoted at 
its end portion 9a on the ?Xed plate 6. 

[0048] HereinbeloW, hoW to use the Wet sheet container 10 
Will be described. 

[0049] As shoWn in FIG. 1, after the ?rst casing 11A and 
the second casing 11B are separated from each other, the 
sheet roll 1 is inserted into the opening 17 of the ?rst casing 
11 A along the aXial direction of the roll core. At this time, 
the shaft 18 is inserted into the center hole 4 of the sheet roll 
1. Subsequently, the container body 11 is closed by a ?t of 
the second casing 11B With the opening 17 of the ?rst casing 
11A, Whereby the sheet roll 1 impregnated With liquid can 
be housed almost hermetically in the storage space 31. 

[0050] The container body 11 can be supported by the 
holder 5 With the rod 8 of the holder 5 being inserted into the 
support space 32 of the container body 11. The container 10 
thus supported is illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

[0051] When the Wet sheet 2 is to be used, the lid 41 
disposed in the front panel 13 is outWardly turned about the 
shaft 42 to open the dispensing opening 35. As the Wet sheet 
2 is pulled out through the dispensing opening 35, the sheet 
roll 1 rotates on the shafts 18, 28, enabling smooth pulling 
out of the Wet sheet 2. Subsequently, the Wet sheet 2 thus 
pulled out through the dispensing opening 35 is pulled 
upWardly or doWnWardly at an angle for tearing the Wet 
sheet 2 along the perforation 3. The Wet sheet 2 passing 
through the restriction hole 36 can be easily torn along the 
perforation 3 since the restriction hole 36 provides a resis 
tance thereto as Well as the Wet sheet 2 is pressed against the 
upper or loWer edge of the restriction hole 36. 

[0052] In order to facilitate tearing of the Wet sheet 2 as set 
forth above, the opening dimension of the restriction hole 36 
in the X-direction is preferably smaller than the Width of the 
Wet sheet 2 in the X-direction, more preferably equal to or 
less than Z/3 the Width of the Wet sheet 2. 

[0053] As the Wet sheet 2 is being pulled out through the 
dispensing opening 35, the container body 11 Will tend to 
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rotate on the rod 8. At this time, the support portion 11E or 
11F provided on the rear side of the container body 11 comes 
into contact With the ?xed plate 6, preventing undesirable 
rotation of the container body 11. 

[0054] Preferred dimensions of the Wet sheet container 10 
Will be described hereinbeloW. In order that the Wet sheet 
container 10 can be certainly attached to the toilet paper 
holder 5 so as to prevent a fall, the dimension W of the 
container body 11 in the X-direction (see FIG. 2) is pref 
erably in the range of 80 mm to 130 mm. In order that the 
rod 8 of the holder 5 can be inserted into the support space 
32 formed in the container body 11, on the other hand, the 
minimum inner diameter D of the support space 32 is 
preferably in the range of 10 mm to 50 mm. 

[0055] As shoWn in FIG. 3, the intermediate portion 11D 
and the support portions 11E, 11F on the rear side of the 
container body 11 are opposed to the ?xed plate 6, Wherein 
it is preferred that L1 is smaller than 80 mm and L2, L3 are 
equal to or larger than 80 mm so that the container body 11 
can be certainly attached to the holder 5 and the support 
portions 11E, 11F can function to prevent rotation. It is more 
preferred that L1 is smaller than 60 mm and L2, L3 are equal 
to or larger than 60 mm. 

[0056] Other embodiments of the present invention Will be 
described hereinafter, Wherein preferred dimensions are 
identical to those of the ?rst embodiment. In the folloWing 
embodiments, the detailed description of the portions having 
the same construction as those of the ?rst embodiment Will 
be omitted by designating them by the common reference 
numerals. 

[0057] FIGS. 4A and 4B are perspective vieWs shoWing 
a container body 111 according to a second embodiment of 
the present invention. FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW shoWing a 
state Where the container body 111 shoWn in FIG. 4A or 4B 
is attached to the toilet paper holder 5. 

[0058] According to this embodiment, the container body 
111 is separable into a ?rst casing 111A and a second casing 
111B, Wherein the separation direction is along the aXis 
OX-OX. 

[0059] In FIGS. 4A and 4B, both the ?rst casing 111A and 
the second casing 111B are cylindrical eXcept for a rib(s) that 
Will be described hereinbeloW. The shaft 18 is integrally 
formed inside the ?rst casing 111A, While the shaft 28 is 
integrally formed inside the second casing 111B. In the front 
side of the ?rst casing 111A, there is provided a lid 141 so 
that the dispensing opening 35 can be opened by turning the 
lid 141. Also in this embodiment, the sheet roll 1 can be 
housed almost hermetically in the storage space 31. 

[0060] In FIG. 4A, a pair of ribs is formed on the rear side 
of the ?rst casing 111A to provide the intermediate portion 
11D and the support portions 11E, 11F for preventing 
rotation. In FIG. 4B, on the other hand, a single rib is 
integrally formed on the rear side of the second casing 11B 
to provide the intermediate portion 11D and the support 
portions 11E, 11F. 

[0061] FIG. 6 is a sectional vieW similar to FIG. 2, 
shoWing a container body 11G according to a third embodi 
ment of the present invention, and FIG. 7 is a sectional vieW 
similar to FIG. 2, shoWing a container body 11H according 
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention. 
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[0062] The container bodies 11G, 11H have the same 
appearance as the ?rst embodiment, Wherein the ?rst casing 
11A and the second casing 11B engage one another to 
provide the storage space 31 and the support space 32. 

[0063] In the container body 11G of FIG. 6, the shaft 18 
provided in the ?rst casing 11A is relatively short and the 
shaft 28 provided in the second casing 11B is relatively long, 
Wherein When the casings 11A, 11B engage one another, the 
support space 32 and the storage space 31 are separated from 
each other With the shafts 18, 28 engaging one another. 

[0064] In the container body 11H of FIG. 7, both the shaft 
18 provided in the ?rst casing 11A and the shaft 28 provided 
in the second casing 11B are relatively short, Wherein 
another holloW shaft 29 is ?tted over the shafts 18, 28 to 
provide the support space 32 centrally of the holloW shaft 
29. 

[0065] Here, it is also possible to provide a cylindrical 
holloW core Within the center hole 4 of the sheet roll 1 in 
advance. With such a holloW core surrounding the shaft 18, 
the shaft 28 or the holloW shaft 29, the sheet roll 1 housed 
in the storage space 31 can easily rotate to facilitate pulling 
out of the Wet sheet 2. 

[0066] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW shoWing a container 
body 211 according to a ?fth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0067] The container body 211 comprises a ?rst casing 
211A and a second casing 211B, Which are pivotally con 
nected to each other through a thin hinge 211D provided at 
a loWer portion of the container body 211, so that the ?rst 
casing 211A and the second casing 211B are separable in a 
direction perpendicular to the aXis OX-OX. Here, it is also 
possible to provide a shaft to one of the ?rst casing 211A and 
the second casing 211B and a bearing to the other, instead of 
providing the hinge, so that the casings are pivotally con 
nected to each other through the shaft. Alternatively, the ?rst 
casing 211A and the second casing 211B may be separated 
completely from each other for insertion of the sheet roll 1 
Without having the hinge 211D or the shaft and bearing. 

[0068] The ?rst casing 211A is boX-shaped to have ?ve 
panels: a rear panel 212, a top panel 214, a bottom panel 215 
and end panels 216a, 226a, de?ning an opening 217 forWard 
thereof. The second casing 211B has a hemicylindrical front 
panel 213 and end panels 216b, 226b. Along the edges of the 
front panel 213 and the end panels 216b, 226b, ?tting ribs 
219 are integrally formed so that When the second casing 
211B is assembled to the ?rst casing 211A, the ?tting ribs 
219 make a ?t With the top panel 214 and the end panels 
216a, 226a of the ?rst casing 211A to keep airtightness of 
the container body 211. 

[0069] The end panels 216a, 226a of the ?rst casing 211A 
are formed With semicircular recesses 218a, 228a, respec 
tively; the end panels 216b, 226b of the second casing 211B 
are formed With semicircular recesses 218b, 228b, respec 
tively, so that When the second casing 211B is assembled to 
the ?rst casing 211A, circular openings are formed in the end 
panels of the container body 211. 

[0070] Inside the container body 211, there is disposed a 
shaft 229 separate from the ?rst casing 211A and the second 
casing 211B. The shaft 229. de?nes therein a center hole 
229a and ring-shaped ribs 229b, 229b are integrally formed 
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adjacent opposite ends 229c, 229c to extend around the 
periphery of the shaft 229. With the opposite ends 229c, 
229c of the shaft 229 being ?tted in the recesses 218a, 218b 
and the recesses 228a, 228b so that the ribs 229b, 229b are 
in close contact With the inner surfaces of the end panels 
216a, 216b and the inner surfaces of the end panels 226a, 
226b, the container body 211 can be kept almost airtight. 

[0071] Thus, When the ?rst casing 211A, the second casing 
211B and the shaft 229 are in their assembled condition, the 
almost airtight storage space 31 is formed to surround the 
shaft 229 and the center hole 229a of the shaft 229 functions 
as the support space 32 communicating With the outside of 
the container. 

[0072] When the container body 211 is to be used, the ?rst 
casing 211A and the second casing 211B are separated in a 
direction perpendicular to the axis Ox-Ox. Subsequently, the 
shaft 229 is inserted into the center hole 4 of the sheet roll 
1, the sheet roll 1 is put in the ?rst casing 211A together With 
the shaft 229, and then the second casing 211B is assembled 
to the ?rst casing 211A. Finally, the container is set such that 
the rod 8 of the toilet paper holder 5 is inserted into the 
center hole 229a of the shaft 229 Which functions as the 
support space 32. 

[0073] As one Way to take the Wet sheet 2 out of the 
container body 211, the Wet sheet 2 may be unWound from 
the sheet roll 1 exposed externally through the opening 217 
Which is opened by separating the second casing 211B from 
the ?rst casing 211A as shoWn in FIG. 8. If thus used, it is 
not necessary to provide a dispensing opening in the second 
casing 211B. 

[0074] HoWever, in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 8, the 
front panel 213 of the second casing 211B is formed With a 
dispensing opening 235, Which is similar in structure to the 
dispensing opening 35 shoWn in FIG. 3, and a lid 241, Which 
is similar in structure to the lid 41 shoWn in FIG. 3, is 
provided to be openable and closable. In this case, the Wet 
sheet 2 can be pulled out through the dispensing opening 235 
after the lid 241 is turned forWard. 

[0075] In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 8, as set forth 
above, the sheet roll 1 can be put in the container body 211 
together With the shaft 229 after the shaft 229 is inserted into 
the center hole 4 of the sheet roll 1. At this time, the sheet 
roll 1 impregnated With liquid can be housed in the container 
body 211, Without directly touching the sheet roll 1, such 
that the opposite ends 229c of the shaft 229 are held With 
?ngers or the shaft 229 is supported With a ?nger inserted 
into the center hole 229a, Whereby the sheet roll 1 can be 
kept clean. 

[0076] FIG. 9 shoWs a sixth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0077] The embodiment shoWn in FIG. 9 provides a 
container body 311 Whose basic structure is similar to that of 
the container body 11 shoWn in FIGS. 1 to 3, Wherein the 
?rst casing 11A and the second casing 11B are separable 
along the axis Ox-Ox. On the top panel 14 of the ?rst casing 
11A of the container body 311, support members 311E, 311E 
are disposed so as to be slidably movable in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis Ox-Ox. More particularly, slide 
grooves 14a, 14a are formed in the top panel 14 to extend 
in the Z-direction and the support members 311E, 311E are 
slidably ?tted in the slide grooves 14a, 14a. 
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[0078] Similar support members (not shoWn) are disposed 
on the bottom panel 15 of the ?rst casing 11A so as to be 
slidably movable in the Z-direction. As shoWn in FIG. 9, the 
leading ends of the support members 311E, 311E function as 
the support portion 11E. Likewise, the leading ends of the 
support members disposed on the bottom panel 15 function 
as the support portion 11F. 

[0079] When the container body 311 is attached to the rod 
8 of the toilet paper holder 5, the support members 311E, 
311E and the support members disposed on the bottom panel 
15 may be slid so that their leading ends abut on the ?xed 
plate 6 of the holder 5 or a Wall surface on Which the holder 
5 is installed, Whereby rotation of the container body 311 on 
the rod 8 can be prevented. 

[0080] It is, of course, possible to provide such support 
members also in the ?rst to ?fth embodiments. 

[0081] In the embodiment of FIG. 9, furthermore, doWn 
Wardly extending support arms 401, 401 are formed integral 
With or attached to the end panel 16 of the ?rst casing 11A 
and the end panel 26 of the second casing 11B. Hooks 402, 
402 are integrally formed on the loWer ends of the support 
arms 401, 401. As shoWn in FIG. 9, a toilet paper 501 Wound 
in the form of a roll may be supported With the hooks 402, 
402 inserted into its core 501a for the use of the Wet sheet 
2 in combination With the toilet paper 501. 

[0082] It is, of course, possible to provide the support arms 
401 and the hooks 402 also in the ?rst to ?fth embodiments. 

[0083] According to the present invention, as has been 
described hereinabove, the container body housing the Wet 
sheet can be easily attached to the rod of the toilet paper 
holder or other arms. Since the support space formed in the 
container body, Which communicates With the outside of the 
container body, is separated from the storage space, the 
container body can be kept suf?ciently airtight so as to 
prevent the Wet sheet from drying. 

[0084] Although the present invention has been illustrated 
and described With respect to exemplary embodiments 
thereof, it should be understood by those skilled in the art 
that the foregoing and various other changes, omission and 
additions may be made therein and thereto, Without depart 
ing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
therefore, the present invention should not be understood as 
limited to the speci?c embodiments set out above but to 
include all possible embodiments Which can be embodied 
Within a scope encompassed and equivalent thereof With 
respect to the features set out in the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A container for housing a Wet sheet roll, comprising: 

a container body formed With a storage space into Which 
the Wet sheet roll is to be inserted, the container body 
being openable into tWo or more parts so that opening 
of the container body alloWs insertion of the Wet sheet 
roll into the storage space; and 

a shaft located inside the container body so as to be 
inserted into a center hole of the Wet sheet roll, the shaft 
de?ning an interior space Which extends along an axial 
direction thereof and communicates With the outside of 
the container body. 

2. A container according to claim 1, Wherein the container 
body is openable in the axial direction of the shaft so that 
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opening of the container body allows insertion of the Wet 
sheet roll into the storage space along an axial direction of 
the Wet sheet roll, and the container body is formed With a 
dispensing opening. 

3. A container according to claim 2, Wherein a lid is 
provided to close the dispensing opening. 

4. Acontainer according to claim 1, Wherein the container 
body is openable in a direction perpendicular to the aXial 
direction of the shaft so that opening of the container body 
alloWs insertion of the sheet roll into the storage space 
together With the shaft inserted into the center hole of the 
sheet roll. 

5. A container according to claim 4, Wherein the container 
body is formed With a dispensing opening. 
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6. A container according to claim 5, Wherein a lid is 
provided to close the dispensing opening. 

7. A container according to claim 1, Wherein the interior 
space formed inside the shaft alloWs insertion of a rod of a 
toilet paper holder, and the container body has a rear side 
formed With an intermediate portion and support portions at 
opposite sides of the intermediate portion in a rotational 
direction about an aXis of the shaft, the support portions 
being located further aWay from the aXis of the shaft than is 
the intermediate portion, functioning to prevent rotation of 
the container body. 

8. A container according to claim 1, Wherein a paper 
support member for supporting a core of a toilet paper is 
provided outside the container body. 

* * * * * 


