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(57) ABSTRACT 

The systems and methods described herein alloW dictation 
and associated routing and formatting information to be 
forwarded to a transcription system. The transcription sys 
tem converts the information into a document. The addi 

tional information associated With the dictation is then 
applied to the document to ensure proper formatting, rout 
ing, or the like. The completed document is returned to the 
original dictator for revieW and proo?ng. Upon approval, the 
document is distributed via the transcription system in 
accordance With distribution information associated With the 
document. 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR NETWORK BASED 
TRANSCRIPTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention relates to a transcription system. In 
particular, this invention relates to a transcription system 
over a distributed netWork. 

[0003] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0004] A plethora of available systems are available for 
converting dictation to text. For example, speech-to-text 
programs alloW a user to speak into a computer. The 
computer compares the received spoken sounds to previ 
ously identi?ed sounds, and therefore can convert the spo 
ken utterances into text. 

[0005] Alternatively, and more traditionally, a user dic 
tates onto a recordable media. This recordable media is 
forWarded to a transcriptionist Who listens to the dictation 
and manually converts the dictation into a document. The 
document can then be returned to the original user for 
editing, or the like. Upon completion of the editing, or 
alternatively, if the document is in ?nal form, the document 
is manually forWarded to its destination. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] While existing dictation and transcription systems 
Work Well in particular instances, they are cumbersome and 
fail to take advantage of current technologies. 

[0007] The systems and methods of this invention receive 
information, such as a human voice, Which is converted into 
a digital ?le. The digital ?le is packaged With information. 
This information can include, for example, information 
about the ?le, the speaker or user, formatting options, 
destination information, template creation information, or 
the like. The digital ?le and associated information are then 
transmitted via a distributed netWork to a transcription 
system. The transcription system converts the digital ?le into 
a document, taking account of any supplemental information 
that may be associated With the digital ?le. The resulting 
document is associated With the digital ?le and any associ 
ated information, and the updated document is returned to 
the original creator. The original creator has the option of 
reading, revieWing, approving, and/or revising, the docu 
ment. If modi?cations are necessary, the process repeats 
itself. OtherWise, an approval of the document results in the 
system forWarding the document, and associated informa 
tion, to the appropriate destination. 

[0008] The systems and methods of this invention provide 
a transcription system over a distributed netWork. 

[0009] This invention separately provides systems and 
methods for assembling a digital ?le that contains at least 
dictation information and additional information. 

[0010] This invention separately provides systems and 
methods that alloW a user to interface With a dictation and/or 
transcription tool via a user interface. 

[0011] This invention additionally provides systems and 
methods that alloW a user to automatically assemble and 
subsequently distribute a document over a distributed net 
Work. 
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[0012] This invention additionally provide systems and 
methods that alloW for dynamic development of a document. 

[0013] This invention additionally provide systems and 
methods that alloW for dynamic development of a document 
based on a template. 

[0014] The transcription systems and methods of this 
invention use a combination of accumulated digital infor 
mation and user interfaces to provide for dictation, tran 
scription and subsequent document delivery services. The 
systems and methods of this invention receive dictation, and 
additional information, such as routing information and 
formatting information. The dictation and associated infor 
mation are forWarded to a transcription system that converts 
the information into a document. This document is returned 
to the originator for revieW, modi?cation and/or approval. 
Once approved, the document is routed to the appropriate 
destination based on the associated routing information. 

[0015] These and other features and advantages of this 
invention are described in or are apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of preferred embodiments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] The preferred embodiments of the invention Will be 
described in detail, With reference to the folloWing ?gures 
Wherein: 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an 
exemplary transcription system according to this invention; 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram illustrating an 
exemplary dictation station according to this invention; 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of an exem 
plary transcription station according to this invention; 

[0020] FIG. 4 is an screen shot of an exemplary dictation 
station user interface according to this invention; 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a second screen shot of an exemplary 
dictation station user interface according to this invention; 

[0022] FIG. 6 is a third screen shot of an exemplary 
dictation station user interface according to this invention; 

[0023] FIG. 7 is a fourth screen shot of an exemplary 
dictation station user interface according to this invention; 

[0024] FIG. 8 is a ?fth screen shot representing an exem 
plary document library according to this invention; 

[0025] FIG. 9 is a screen shot of an exemplary transcrip 
tion station user interface according to this invention; 

[0026] FIG. 10 is a screen shot of an exemplary transcrip 
tion station user interface according to this invention; 

[0027] FIG. 11 is a How chart outlining one exemplary 
embodiment of a method for performing transcription 
according to this invention; 

[0028] FIG. 12 is a How chart outlining an exemplary 
method for interfacing With the dictation management sys 
tem according to this invention; 

[0029] FIG. 13 is a How chart outlining in greater detail 
the initiate job submission control interface of FIG. 12; 
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[0030] FIG. 14 is a How chart outlining an exemplary 
embodiment of a method for interfacing With the transcrip 
tion station according to this invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0031] By combining dynamic routing of information With 
dictation information, the systems and methods of this 
invention streamline the entire dictation to delivery chain of 
events. Furthermore, by using a dedicated transcription 
management system, a document based on a dictation can be 
returned to an originator With greater ef?ciency. 

[0032] The systems and methods in this invention alloW a 
user to record dictation and supplement this dictation With 
additional information. This additional information can 
range from routing information, categorical information, 
formatting options, to template creation instructions, or the 
like. In general, the dictation can be enhanced With any 
supplemental information and the transcription system is 
capable of integrating this additional information and return 
ing a document based on this information to the original 
dictator. HoWever, it is to be appreciated that a completed 
dictation need not be returned to the original dictator, if, for 
example, the additional information associated With the 
dictation speci?es an alternate destination. 

[0033] A user creates a dictation. This dictation is a 
recording of the user’s voice. Associated With this dictation 
may be additional information that can be selected from, for 
example, a template based on established information. For 
example, the template may be used to create a summary of 
a doctor’s examination. Therefore, the template could have 
selectable portions for default characteristics, such as, runny 
nose, fever, or the like. Additionally, the template can have 
predetermined formats, for example, a business letter, With 
predetermined headings, closing portions, and selectable 
address and formatting characteristics. 

[0034] The systems and methods of this invention also 
alloW a user to fully manage all dictations Within the 
transcription system. Speci?cally, the user is provided With 
a dictation management interface that alloWs access to, for 
example, the status of all dictation, account information, 
destination information, and access to stored documents. 

[0035] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of 
components of the transcription system 100. The transcrip 
tion system 100 comprises an I/O, interface 110, a controller 
120, a memory 130, a speech recognition device 140, a 
template storage device 150, an input management control 
ler 160, a document management controller 170, a speech 
recognition support device 180, a document distribution 
device 190, a document storage device 200 and a direct 
output device 210 all interconnected by link 5. The tran 
scription system 100 is also connected to at least one 
distributed netWork 250 Which may or may not also be 
connected to one or more other transcription systems or 
other distributed netWorks, as Well as one or more input 
devices 230 and document sinks 240. 

[0036] While the exemplary embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 1 shoWs the transcription system 100 and associated 
components collocated, it is to be appreciated that the 
various components of the transcription system 100 can be 
located at distant portions of a distributed netWork, such as 
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a local area netWork, a Wide area netWork, an intranet and/or 
the internet or Within a dictation or transcription station. 
Thus, it should be appreciated that the components of the 
transcription system 100 can be combined into one device or 
collocated on a particular node of a distributed netWork. As 
Will be appreciated from the folloWing description, and for 
reasons of computational ef?ciency, the components of the 
transcription system 100 can be arranged at any location 
Within a distributed netWork Without affecting the operation 
of the system. 

[0037] Furthermore, the links 5 can be a Wired or a 
Wireless link or any knoWn or later developed element(s) 
that is capable of supplying electronic data to and from the 
connected elements. 

[0038] In operation, dictation information associated With, 
for example, routing information, formatting information, 
categorical information or the like, is received from input 
device 230. The input device 230 can be, for example, a 
telephone, a personal digital assistant, a cellular phone, a 
handheld voice recorder, a personal computer, a streaming 
media digital audio ?le, digital audio compact disc, or 
analog magnetic tape or the like. 

[0039] FIGS. 1-3 illustrate the transcription system, dic 
tation station and transcription station, respectively. In 
operation, dictation and distribution information is received 
from the input device 230. This dictation and distribution 
information can include, but is not limited to, the actual 
speech Which is to be converted to text, formatting options 
for the document, identi?cation of a template, template 
options, including but not limited to static measurements, 
optional segments of text, numeric values for variables, or 
the like, categorical information, including but not limited to 
topics like legal, medical, or the like, priority information, 
and routing or distribution information for the completed 
document. The dictation and distribution information is 
received in the transcription system 100 via link 5 and the 
netWork 250 and, With the aid of the I/O interface 110, the 
controller 120 and the memory 130, stored in the document 
storage device 200. Upon receipt, the transcription system 
100 determines if a complete acoustical reference ?le has 
either been appended to the distribution and dictation infor 
mation, or is present in the speech recognition support 
device 180. The acoustical reference ?le alloWs the speech 
recognition device 140 to perform speech recognition on the 
received dictation information. 

[0040] If an acoustical reference ?le is present in the 
speech recognition support device 180, the speech recogni 
tion device 140, With the aid of controller 120, the memory 
130 and the acoustical reference ?le stored in the speech 
recognition support device 180 converts the dictation infor 
mation into text. This text is associated With the original 
dictation and distribution information is forWarded, via link 
5 and netWork 250 to the transcription station 400 for 
approval, correction and/or modi?cation. 

[0041] Alternatively, if an acoustical reference ?le is not 
present in the speech recognition support device 180 for the 
particular user, and an acoustical reference ?le has not been 
received With the dictation and distribution information, the 
dictation and distribution information is forWarded, via link 
5 and netWork 250 to the transcription station 400. 

[0042] Alternatively, and depending on the type of input 
device 230, the transcription system 100 may directly inter 
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face With the input device 230. For example, the input device 
230 could be a telephone. In this instance, a user Would place 
a call via, for example, the network 250 and link 5 to the 
transcription system 100. The transcription 100, With the aid 
of the input management controller 160 could guide a user, 
for eXample, through a set of key-tone selectable options, to 
create dictation and distribution information Which Would 
then be stored in the document storage device 200. For 
eXample, upon the transcription system 100 receiving a call 
from the input device 230, Which is a telephone, the input 
management controller 160, for eXample, queries the user as 
to Whether a template should be used to create this docu 
ment. If a template is to be used, a template can be retrieved, 
for eXample, With the selection of a predetermined key 
stroke, from the template storage device 150. Then, for 
eXample, portions of the template can be selected, and 
optionally populated, With various combinations of key 
strokes. Additionally, the transcription system 100 can, at the 
direction of the input device 230, record dictation straight 
from the input device 230. Then, as previously discussed, 
the dictation and distribution information is stored in the 
document storage device 200. 

[0043] After reception of the dictation and distribution 
information, and after speech-to-teXt conversion has taken 
place by the speech recognition device 140, if appropriate, 
the document storage device 200, in corporation With the 
document management controller 170, the I/O interface 110, 
the controller, 120 and memory 130, forWards the dictation 
and distribution information, as Well as the converted teXt, to 
the transcription station 400. 

[0044] The transcription station 400 proofs the document 
and performs any necessary modi?cations based on infor 
mation that may be associated With or contained in the 
dictation and distribution information. Upon completion of 
any modi?cations, the transcription station 400 returns to the 
transcription system 100, via the netWork 250 and link 5, the 
completed document. The document management controller 
170 recogniZes that the original dictation and distribution 
information has been supplemented With the teXt of the 
dictation and has been revieWed by the transcription station 
400. Thus, the document is forWarded back to the document 
originator for approval. 

[0045] For eXample, the document, With the aid of the I/O 
interface 1110 the controller 120 and the memory 130, can 
be forWarded back to the input device 230 via link 5 and the 
netWork 250. Alternatively, the document can be returned to 
the originator, or another party, if instructions appended to 
the original dictation and distribution information so indi 
cate. For eXample, the original dictation and distribution 
information could have been received over a telephone. 
HoWever, the user could have speci?ed in the dictation and 
distribution information that the completed document be 
returned to a particular e-mail address for revieW. Thus, the 
document management controller 170 Would detect the 
presence of this routing information in the document 
returned from the transcription station 400 and route it to the 
user at the appropriate destination. 

[0046] The user, via the input device 230, then either 
approves or performs further edits or modi?cations to the 
document. Depending on the eXtent of these modi?cations, 
the document is either returned to the transcription system 
100 for further speech recognition and/or further processing 
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by the transcription station 400 as previously discussed, or 
alternatively, returned to the transcription system 100 for 
distribution. 

[0047] If the document is approved, the transcription 
system 100 receives, via link 5 the netWork 250, the I/O 
interface 110, the controller 120 and memory 130, the 
approved document. The document management controller 
170 determines if the document has been approved and 
forWards the document to the document distribution device 
190 for distribution. The document distribution device 190 
parses the document to determine the appropriate routing. 
For eXample, the document can indicate that its contents are 
to be forWarded to a ?rst destination via e-mail, a second 
destination via faX and a third destination by a postal carrier. 

[0048] In the ?rst instance, the document distribution 
device 190, in cooperation With the I/O interface 110, the 
controller 120 and the memory 130, routes the document, 
via netWork 250 and link 5, to the document sink 240, Which 
in this case is an e-mail address. In the second instance, the 
document distribution device 190 prepares the document for 
delivery to a facsimile machine. Thus, in cooperation With 
the direct output device 210, the appropriate routing infor 
mation is recovered, such as a telephone number, from the 
document. Thus, and again in cooperation With the I/O 
interface 110, the controller 120, the memory 130 and over 
netWork 250 and link 5, the facsimile is transmitted, at the 
direction of the direct output device 210, to a document sink 
240, such as a facsimile machine. 

[0049] In the third instance, the document distribution 
device 190 controls the direct output device 210 in order to 
print a copy of the document. Thus, the document sink 240 
in this instance, is a printer. Then, for eXample, the tran 
scription system 100 Would produce a document for 
eXample, including, the completed document and an address 
label. This ?naliZed document could then be delivered to a 
postal carrier for further delivery. 

[0050] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary dictation station 
300. The dictation station 300 can be used as an exemplary 
input device 230. The dictation station 300 comprises an I/O 
interface 310, a controller 320, a memory 330, a user 
interface controller 340, a storage device 350, a dictation 
management controller 360 and a template storage device 
370, interconnected by link 5. The dictation station 300 is 
also connected to one or more input devices 380, display 
devices 390 and to a Wired or Wireless netWork. 

[0051] The input device 380 can be, for eXample, a 
keyboard, a mouse, a microphone, a personal digital assis 
tant, a handheld analog or digital voice recorder, a digital 
audio compact disc, an analog magnetic tape, an interactive 
telephony application, personal computer, an interactive 
voice response system, or the like. In general, the input 
device 380 can be any device capable of receiving informa 
tion on behalf of the dictation station 300. 

[0052] The display device 390 can be, for eXample, a 
computer monitor, a PDA display, a cellular phone display, 
voice prompts of a telephony application, the user interface 
of a personal recorder, or the like. In general, the display 
device 390 can be any device capable of providing infor 
mation, including both audio and/or visual information, 
from the dictation station 300 to a user. 

[0053] In operation, the dictation station 300 receives 
input from the input device 380. For eXample, the user 
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interface can be provided to a user for recordation of 
dictation. Thus, for example, the input device 380 can be a 
keyboard and mouse, and the display device 390 and a 
monitor. In this exemplary embodiment, the user is provided 
With, for example, a graphical user interface that alloWs for 
the management and recordation of dictation and distribu 
tion information. Thus, upon initialiZation of the dictation 
station 300, the user is provided With, for example, a user 
interface that alloWs for management and recordation of 
dictation and distribution information. For example, the user 
interface controller 340 can display on the display device 
390 the various controls needed for recording dictation and 
associating supplemental information With that dictation. 

[0054] Additionally, user interface controller 340, in coop 
eration With the template storage device 370, can present to 
the user, via display device 390, a template for dictation. 
This template can be dynamic. For example, the template 
can have selectable portions that have predetermined con 
tents for population of the template. Additionally, for 
example, the template can have various portions into Which 
dictation can be input. Thus, upon completion of the dicta 
tion, the dictation and any associated distribution informa 
tion is stored, With the aid of the I/O interface and controller 
320, in the storage device 350. Then, at the direction of the 
dictation management controller 360, the dictation and 
distribution information is forWarded, via link 5, and With 
the cooperation of the I/O interface 310, the controller 320 
and memory 330, over a Wired or a Wireless netWork to the 
transcription system 100. 

[0055] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a 
transcription station 400 according to an exemplary embodi 
ment of the invention. The transcription station 400 com 
prises an I/O interface 410, a controller 420, memory 430, 
a user interface controller 440, a storage device 450 and a 
transcription management controller 460 interconnected by 
link 5. The transcription station 400 is also connected to an 
input device 470, a display device 480 and a Wired or 
Wireless netWork. 

[0056] The input device 380 can be, for example, a 
keyboard, a mouse, a microphone, a personal digital assis 
tant, a handheld analog or digital voice recorder, a digital 
audio compact disc, an analog magnetic tape, an interactive 
telephony application, personal computer, or the like. In 
general, the input device 380 can be any device capable of 
receiving information on behalf of the dictation station 300. 

[0057] The display device 390 can be, for example, a 
computer monitor, a PDA display, a cellular phone display, 
voice prompts of a telephony application, the user interface 
of a personal recorder, or the like. In general, the display 
device 390 can be any device capable of providing infor 
mation from the dictation station 300 to a user. 

[0058] The transcription station 400 receives one or more 
of dictation information, distribution information and text 
corresponding to speech from the transcription system 100. 
The transcription station 400 alloWs a user to transcribe 
received dictation, modify received text, add or modify 
formatting, create a template, modify distribution informa 
tion, or the like. Thus, similar to the dictation station 300, the 
transcription station 400 is connected to one or more input 
devices 470 and display devices 480 such that a user can 
interface With the received dictation information. Thus, the 
user interface controller 440, in cooperation With the I/O 
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interface, the controller 420 and the memory 430, provides 
the necessary interface via the display device 480 for the 
user to perform the necessary tasks. For example, input 
device 470 can be a keyboard and the display device 480 a 
monitor. Thus, upon receipt of dictation and distribution 
information, a user at transcription station 400 can input 
modi?cations to a document via input device 470 and, 
optionally, modify or supplement distribution information. 
For example, the dictation may include instructions to alter 
the distribution information to, for example, add or delete 
recipients of the document. Thus, a user at the transcription 
station 400 Would be able to modify this distribution infor 
mation Which Would then be stored With an updated version 
of the document in the storage device 450. 

[0059] Upon completion of Work at the transcription sta 
tion 400, the transcription management controller 460 for 
Wards, via link 5, and With the cooperation of the I/O 
interface 410 and controller 420, the updated document back 
to the transcription system 100. 

[0060] This process of receiving dictation, modifying and/ 
or proo?ng the resulting document, and returning that docu 
ment to the originator for approval continues until a ?nal 
document has been approved. Upon approval of the docu 
ment, and as previously discussed, the transcription system 
100 distributes the document in accordance With the distri 
bution information associated With the document. 

[0061] FIGS. 4-10 illustrate exemplary user interfaces 
that a user may encounter during the dictation or transcrip 
tion process. For example, FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary 
login screen that a user may encounter to enable access to 

the transcription system. In particular, a user could, for 
example, enter a user name and passWord that Would alloW 
the user access to the system Which could, for example, store 
preferences, and keep track of previously created docu 
ments, templates, and the like. 

[0062] In particular, FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary 
screen shot of a user interface a user may encounter upon 

logging onto the transcription system. Speci?cally, the 
account information user interface 700 could provide a 
summary of all, or a portion of, activities the user may have 
With the transcription system 100. The exemplary account 
information user interface 700 comprises a message center 
display portion 710, a status display portion 720, an account 
display portion 730, a document library interface display 
portion 740, and a job: submission control display portion 
750. HoWever, it should be appreciated, that in general any 
information can be displayed on the account information 
user interface that may be useful to a particular user. For 
example, the user may, using the personaliZed content button 
800 or the personaliZed layout button 810, customiZe the 
account information user interface to suite their particular 
environment. Exemplary environments include disciplines 
in the medial ?eld including radiology, cardiology, ortho 
pedics, primary care, neurosurgery, oncology, and the like as 
Well as, accounting, legal, court reporting, real estate, insur 
ance, laW enforcement, and general business applications 
and the like. 

[0063] The message center display portion 710 can pro 
vide access to via, for example, hyperlinks, e-mail services 
and address books. Therefore, for example, if a user desires 
to vieW and/or edit an entry in an address book, the user 
Would select, for example With the click of a mouse, the 
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hyperlink 712. Upon selection of the hyperlink 712, an 
address book or comparable interface could be opened that 
Would alloW a user to access and/or modify contacts and 
their related information, such as destination routing infor 
mation. 

[0064] The status display portion 720 provides the user 
With a summary of outstanding documents. In particular, the 
status display portion 720 includes, for example, three 
subsections. These subsections include, for example, a 
revieWs pending display portion 722, a documents pending 
transcription display portion 724 and a routing information 
display portion 726. The revieWs pending display portion 
722 can, for example, summariZe the documents that need 
approval by the user, and have already gone through at least 
one iteration of the transcription process. The documents 
pending transcription display portion 724 can display, for 
example, documents Which may or may not have been 
routed through the speech recognition engine, and are aWait 
ing further modi?cations at a transcription station. The 
routing information display portion 726 can display, for 
example, the delivery status of documents that have been 
approved by the user. For example, the routing information 
display portion 726 can contain a list of documents indicat 
ing that some Were faxed, some Were e-mailed, or, for 
example, some have been printed. 

[0065] The account information display portion 730 sum 
mariZes the billing information for the particular user. For 
example, the account display portion 730 can include an 
itemiZation of particular documents based on, for example, 
routing information, or other user editable criteria. 

[0066] The document library interface display portion 740 
provide users With a summary of previously completed or 
partially completed documents. The document library inter 
face display portion 740 can, for example, include a plurality 
of selectable subdirectories 742 Which, in turn, can include 
a list of documents. By selecting a hyperlink associated With 
any one of the documents in the document library interface 
display portion 740, a user can then at least one of, open or 
modify the document as desired. 

[0067] The job submission control display portion 750 
alloWs a user to create a neW document. For example, a user 

can select a document type in the document type display 
portion 752 Which Would provide the user With a template 
from Which the document is generated. Additionally, the 
user may select routing information from the routing display 
portion 754 that is to be associated With a particular docu 
ment. Then, this routing information can be populated With, 
for example, information from the address book Which is 
selectable via the vieW/edit address book hyperlink 712. 

[0068] Accordingly, upon selection of one or more of the 
document type and routing information, a user Would select, 
for example, With the click of a mouse, the create neW 
document button 760. This Would provide the user With one 
or more interfaces speci?c to the selected document type and 
routing information. 

[0069] FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary dictation user 
interface 900. The dictation user interface 900 comprises a 
template selection portion 910, a document display portion 
920, a multimedia controller 930 and, for example, a com 
pleted ?le display portion 940. Additionally, the dictation 
user interface can have one or more buttons Which, for 
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example, alloW the addition of a signature to the document 
950 or alloW printing of the document 960. 

[0070] The template display portion 910 alloWs a user to 
select a template onto Which the dictation Will be merged. 
Then, using the controls in the multimedia control display 
portion 930, a user records dictation. Upon completion of 
the dictation, the document is added to the completed ?les 
display portion 940. 

[0071] HoWever, if the document has already been tran 
scribed, and it has been returned to the user for revieW, the 
document display portion 920 Will be populated With the 
already transcribed text. Therefore, for example, if this Was 
the second instance of a letter, the document display portion 
920 Would contain a ?rst draft of the letter. 

[0072] FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary job submission 
control user interface 1000. The exemplary job submission 
control user interface 1000 contains selectable portions that 
assist a user in populating a template With information. For 
example, the job submission control user interface 1000 
comprises a document template type selection portion 1010, 
a document distribution preference selection portion 1020, a 
multimedia control interface 1030, the functional control 
buttons 1040 and a ?eld population display portion 1050. 
The document template selection portion 1010 alloWs a user 
to select and/or modify or change a template. Upon selection 
of a particular template, the remainder of the job submission 
control user interface 1000 is populated based on the 
selected template. For example, in the exemplary job sub 
mission control user interface 1000, a document distribution 
preference selection portion 1020 is displayed Which indi 
cates that, for example, tWo individuals and the document 
library interface are to receive a copy of the document. 
Additionally, the multimedia control portion 1030 alloWs a 
user to vieW, for example, the length of the dictation and 
current position Within the dictation. The job submission 
control user interface 1000 contains one or more function 

buttons 1040 Which alloW, for example, a user to further 
customiZe the template by adding additional distribution 
locations, con?ning dictation, aborting the document, or the 
like. 

[0073] The ?eld selection display portion 1050 alloWs a 
user to populate portions of the template based on the 
document template type selection. For example, the ?eld 
selection display portion 1050 can include selectable menus 
for formatting or otherWise populating, for example, an 
address, a heading, a closing and a signature ?le. 

[0074] FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary document library 
user interface 1100. The document library user interface 
1100 comprises a directory selection portion 1110, a docu 
ment display portion 1120, and associated function buttons 
1130-1180. 

[0075] The directory display portion 1110 comprises, for 
example, a list of directories Within the document library. 
Upon selection of a particular directory, the ?les saved 
Within that directory are displayed in the ?le display portion 
1120. Then, one or more ?les, upon selection, can be further 
accessed, modi?ed, or otherWise operated on in accordance 
With the function buttons 1130-1180. In particular, the 
function button 1130 alloWs a document to be opened and 
displayed. Alternatively, the function button 1140 alloWs the 
document to be doWnloaded to, for example, a PDA. The 








