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(57) ABSTRACT 

A PTP case includes a case body having ?rst and second 
sheet members that are overlapped to each other so as to 
place a PTP therebetWeen. The PTP has at least one blister 
each containing one or more pills. The ?rst sheet member 
has at least one elongated hole, through Which the at least 
one blister protrudes to the outside, so that the at least one 
blister is pressed along the at least one elongated hole, 
thereby sliding PTP along the ?rst and second sheet mem 
bers. The second sheet member has at least one take-out 
portion located facing to the at least one elongated hole at 
such a position as to be matched in position to the at least 
one blister of the PTP When the PTP has been slid to a 
predetermined point. 
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FIG.1 
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FIG.3 
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FIG 5 
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FIG.6 
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CASE FOR A PRESS-THROUGH PACKAGE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims priority from Japanese 
Patent Application No. 2003-094001, Which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates to a case for a press 
through package that is commonly used as a package for 
enclosing medication, pills or any other solid medicines in 
a pharmaceutical packaging industry. 

[0004] 2. Related Art 

[0005] As described in Japanese Patent Application Laid 
open No. Hei-10-59415, a conventional case for a press 
through package (hereinafter simply referred to a PTP) or 
blister package, as illustrated in FIG. 7, is made up of a sheet 
that is folded into tWo leaves 2a, 3a, thereby providing 
therebetWeen a space for a PTP 4a. The case is held in a 
folded state With the PTP 4a therein. The ?rst leave 2a has 
accommodation holes 23 for accommodation of ?exible 
blisters or bubbles 6c (hereinafter referred only as blisters 
6c) formed on a sheet made of typically a transparent plastic 
material of the PTP 401, each blister forming separate com 
partment for one or more pills, While the second leave 3a has 
take-out holes 24 located corresponding to the accommo 
dation holes 23 or the blisters 6c, through Which the pills are 
pressed to the outside. Precautions, descriptions, medication 
administration records or other information are printed on 
the surface of each leave 2a, 3a so as to alloW a patient, 
doctor or pharmacist to obtain the relevant information in a 
reliable manner. 

[0006] The description hereinafter Will be made by taking 
for eXample the case Where each blister contains one pill. 
Accordingly, When referring to the position of each blister, 
the position as referred also represents the position of each 
pill contained therein, and vice versa. The draWings are also 
illustrated in the same manner as the description. 

[0007] When each pill is taken out from each correspond 
ing blister 6c of the PTP 4a, a pressure is applied onto the 
blister 6c from the ?rst leaf side, thereby pressing the pill 
outWard, Which pressure causes rupture of an aluminum foil 
or paper sheet, Which has been attached to the sheet With the 
blisters formed therein, and hence pressing the pill out from 
the blister 6c. 

[0008] The PTP case of the above type easily alloWs pills 
to be taken out only by application of pressure onto the 
blisters 6c. This may pose a serious problem that a child or 
careless adult is highly likely to accidentally sWalloW them 
if the PTP case is stored or left in a place easy to access for 
them. 

[0009] Another problem is accidental rupture of a foil or 
sheet of a PTP upon unintentional pressure during the 
transportation, resulting in exposure of the pills to the 
outside or falling out of the pills from the PTP through the 
take-out holes 24 located corresponding to the blisters With 
the pills therein. 
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[0010] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a PTP case that is designed to limit the access to 
medicines or pills contained in a PTP or the like and hence 
make a child hard to access to them, thereby contributing to 
proper administration and safe storage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] According to the present invention, there is pro 
vided a PTP case, Which includes a case body having ?rst 
and second sheet members that are overlapped to each other 
so as to place a PTP therebetWeen. The PTP has at least one 
blister each containing one or more pills. The ?rst sheet 
member has at least one elongated hole, through Which the 
at least one blister protrudes to the outside, so that the at least 
one blister is pressed along the at least one elongated hole, 
thereby sliding PTP along the ?rst and second sheet mem 
bers. The second sheet member has at least one take-out 
portion located facing to the at least one elongated hole at 
such a position as to be matched in position to the at least 
one blister of the PTP When the PTP has been slid to a 
predetermined point. 

[0012] The thus arranged PTP case can be set so as to 
prevent the at least one blister from being matched in 
position to the at least one take-out portion by sliding the 
PTP in the ?rst and second sheet members along the at least 
one elongated hole, and thus make a child hard to access to 
a pill inside of the blister. When a pill inside of the blister is 
to be taken out, the PTP is slid to a predetermined point at 
Which the at least one blister is matched in position to the at 
least one take-out portion, and then a pressure is applied 
onto the blister, thereby pressing the pill out of the blister 
through the at least one take-out portion. 

[0013] Unlike a conventional PTP case, in Which a PTP is 
?Xed in position therein With a take-out portion matched in 
position to a blister, the PTP case of the present invention 
can securely prevent a child or careless adult from taking out 
pills from the PTP and accidentally sWalloWing the same, 
and hence alloW a parent or responsible person to keep the 
medicine or pills in secure storage under control. 

[0014] Also, the possibility of the unintentional falling out 
of the pills from the PTP during the transportation due to 
pressure applied on the blister can be reduced. 

[0015] The PTP case may further include a cover attached 
to the case body in such a manner as to be able to be 
pivotally moved about a certain point so that the cover is 
opened aWay from the case body and closed toWard the 
same. The opening and closing motion of the cover is 
associated With the sliding motion of the PTP. This arrange 
ment alloWs the PTP case to be set so that When the cover 
has been opened, the blister of the PTP is not matched in 
position to the take-out portion. Accordingly, the same effect 
as above, that is, an effect of preventing accidental sWal 
loWing of pills by a child can be produced. 

[0016] The PTP case having the above arrangement may 
further include a connection strip that eXtends outWardly 
from the cover. The connection strip has a distal end attached 
to the PTP, and the connection strip is designed so as to be 
able to be curved or bent according to the opening and 
closing motion of the cover. The opening and closing motion 
of the cover is associated With the sliding motion of the PTP 
via the connection strip. When the cover is closed, the PTP 
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is slid to some extent, but after a certain point, the connec 
tion strip is curved or bent so that only the closing motion 
of the cover is solely proceeded. Accordingly, this connec 
tion strip alloWs the PTP case to be set so that the blister and 
the take-out portion are not matched in position to each other 
Within a sliding range of the PTP along With the opening and 
closing action of the cover, While they are matched to each 
other When the PTP is slid With the cover held slightly 
closed. This arrangement contributes to ease of taking-out of 
the pills, as Well as prevention of accidental sWalloWing of 
the pills by a child. 

[0017] The PTP case may further include a checking 
means for checking Whether the at least one blister of the 
PTP has been matched in position to the at least one take-out 
portion. Accordingly, the PTP can be slid upon checking 
through the checking means to a predetermined point at 
Which the blister is matched in position to the take-out 
portion. This also contributes to ease of taking-out of the 
pills. 
[0018] The at least one take-out portion may be de?ned by 
perforation so as to be entirely or partially detached from the 
second sheet member upon receiving pressure applied onto 
the at least one blister, thereby alloWing the one or more pills 
in each of the at least one blister to be pressed out through 
the at lest one take-out portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] The above, and other objects, features and advan 
tages of the present invention Will become apparent from the 
detailed description thereof in conjunction With the accom 
panying draWings Wherein. 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a front vieW of a PTP case according to 
a ?rst embodiment of the present invention. 

[0021] 
FIG. 1. 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a front vieW of the PTP case according to 
a second embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a development vieW of the PTP case of 

[0023] FIG. 4 is a development vieW of the PTP case of 
FIG. 4. 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of the PTP case With a PTP 
bonded to a connection strip. 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a side vieW illustrating the PTP case With 
a pill pressed out therefrom. 

[0026] 
C2156. 

FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of a conventional PTP 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0027] Embodiments of the case for a PTP (hereinafter 
referred to a PTP case) according to the present invention 
Will be herein described With reference to the draWings 
attached hereto. 

FIRST EMBODIMENT 

[0028] As illustrated in FIG. 1, a case body 1 is made of 
a thick sheet material or the like and has a rectangular shape 
as vieWed from the front side. The case body 1 is made up 
of tWo sheet members 2, 3 (?rst and second sheet members) 
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With peripheral edges bonded together, as illustrated in a 
development vieW of FIG. 2. A PTP 4 is placed betWeen the 
tWo sheet members 2, 3. Elongated holes 5 are formed in the 
?rst sheet member 2 With a given distance from each other 
so as to alloW blisters of the PTP 4, each containing one pill 
6, to protrude to the outside through the elongated holes 5 
and the PTP 4 to be slidable in the case body 1 by applying 
pressure onto the blisters. Take-out portions 7 are formed in 
the second sheet member 3 corresponding in position or face 
to the elongated holes 5, in Which each take-out portion 7 is 
entirely or partially detachable from the second sheet mem 
ber 3 by perforation 8. A cover 9 is pivotally movably 
attached to an end of the case body 1 via a hinge 10. The 
cover 9 is also made up of tWo sheet members 11, 12 With 
their peripheral edges bonded together, as illustrated in FIG. 
2. 

[0029] The PTP case of this embodiment is provided With 
tWo types of checking means for alloWing a person con 
cerned to recogniZe from the outside of the PTP case the fact 
that each blister With the pill 6 therein has been matched in 
position to each corresponding take-out position 7. 

[0030] A ?rst type of the checking means is achieved by 
respectively providing elongated checking WindoWs 13 on 
the opposite sides (upper and loWer sides in FIG. 1) of the 
?rst sheet member 2, positioning the PTP 4 With its opposite 
ends (upper and loWer ends in FIG. 1) each extending 
through substantially the center of each corresponding 
checking WindoW 13 in the lengthWise direction thereof (a 
horiZontal direction in FIG. 1), and providing marks 14, 
Which are visible through the WindoWs 13, at such positions 
of the PTP 4 as to alloW the blisters or pills 6 therein to be 
respectively positioned on or above the corresponding take 
out portions 7 When the marks 14 have been matched in 
position to the checking WindoWs 13. 

[0031] A second type of checking means is achieved by 
forming protrusions 15 at such positions of the opposite 
sides (upper and loWer sides in FIG. 2) of each elongated 
hole 5 as to face each other, each pair forming a narroW 
section of each elongated hole 5, so that the blisters or pills 
6 therein to be respectively matched in position to the 
corresponding take-out portions 7 When the blisters or pills 
6 are respectively positioned in the narroW sections each 
de?ned betWeen each corresponding pair of opposite pro 
trusions 15 in each elongated hole 5. 

[0032] The thus arranged PTP case is usually set so as to 
prevent a child or careless adult from unintentionally taking 
out the pills 6 from the PTP 4. Speci?cally, the PTP 4 is slid 
in the horiZontal direction by pressing the blisters so as to 
bring the marks 14 out of the checking WindoWs 13, or the 
blisters or pills 6 therein out of the corresponding narroW 
sections of the elongated holes 5, each narroW section 
de?ned by each corresponding pair of the opposite protru 
sions 15. This sliding action can be made With reference to 
any one of the marks 14, blisters (pills 6) or the like, as 
described above. In either case, the PTP case is designed to 
dislocate the blisters or pills 6 from the corresponding 
take-out portions 7 so that the pills 6 cannot be pressed out 
of the blisters of the PTP 4 since the other portion of the 
second sheet member 3 is strong enough against the pres 
sure. 

[0033] Thus, it is possible to securely prevent a child or 
careless adult from taking out the pills 6 from the PTP 4 and 
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accidentally swallowing the same, and hence allow a parent 
or responsible person to keep the medicine or pills in secure 
storage under control. 

[0034] When each pill 6 is to be intentionally taken out 
from the PTP 4 by a patient or the like, the PTP 4 and hence 
the blisters or pills 6 are slid in such a manner as to match 
the marks 14 of the PTP 4 in position to the checking 
WindoWs 13, or bring the blisters or pills 6 into the corre 
sponding narroW sections each de?ned betWeen each corre 
sponding pair of the opposite protrusions 15 in each elon 
gated hole 5. Thus, the blisters or the pills 6 therein are 
matched in position to the corresponding take-out portions 
7. In this position, a blister is pressed With ?nger, thereby 
rupturing an aluminum foil or paper sheet attached to a sheet 
made of typically a plastic material With the bubbles or 
blisters formed therein. The pressing force further causes 
each corresponding take-out portion 7 to be torn out along 
the perforation and hence is opened to the outside, through 
Which the pill 6 is taken out. 

[0035] The arrangement requiring a pressing force strong 
enough to tear out each take-out portion 7 along the perfo 
ration may be able to make a child give up his or her attempt 
to take out the pill 6 by himself or herself. Hence, accidental 
sWalloWing of pills by a child or careless person can be 
prevented and a secured administration by a parent or 
responsible person can also be achieved. Also, the possibil 
ity of the unintentional falling out of the pills from the PTP 
4 during the transportation can be reduced. 

[0036] When the PTP 4 is to be set in the case body 1, the 
elongated holes 5 of the case body 1 serve as guiding means 
for setting the blisters or pills 6 of the PTP 4 at predeter 
mined positions in the case body 1. Accordingly, a series of 
assembling Works can easily and ef?ciently be carried out, 
thus providing an advantage in manufacturing process. 

[0037] In this embodiment, the PTP case is made up of the 
case body 1 and the cover 9. This cover 9 may be omitted 
according to needs and circumstances. 

[0038] Also, the positions of the take-out portions 7 as 
take-out means are not limited to those in this embodiment. 
For example, each take-out portion 7 may be formed cor 
responding to a right hand side end or a left hand side end 
of each elongated hole 5. The positions of the take-out 
portions 7 may be varied depending on each application. 

[0039] According to needs and circumstances, the ?rst and 
second checking means may also be omitted. 

SECOND EMBODIMENT 

[0040] According to this embodiment, the PTP 4 is slid in 
association With opening and closing motion of the cover 9. 
The description on the identical or corresponding members 
or parts to those of the ?rst embodiment Will be omitted, 
While mainly discussing the differences betWeen the tWo 
embodiments. 

[0041] In FIGS. 3-6, the ?rst sheet member 2 has cuts 16 
extending inWard from an end thereof around a center 
portion With a predetermined distance from each other. A 
portion betWeen the cuts 16 are cut aWay to leave only a 
tongue 17 therebetWeen. A ?rst sheet member 11 of the 
cover 9 has a ?ap 18 formed With cuts 19 extending inWard 
from an end thereof. The ?ap 18 has a fold line 20 along its 
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proximal end. The ?ap 18 has an extension on its distal end 
to form a connection strip 21 that has a Width slightly 
smaller than the distance betWeen the opposite cuts 16 of the 
case body 1. A distal end of the connection strip 21 extends 
through the cuts 16 and is bonded to an end portion of the 
PTP 4, as illustrated in FIG. 5. The connection strip 21 has 
a fold line 22 formed at such a position thereon as to alloW 
itself to be substantially matched With or aligned With an end 
of the cover 9, Which end serves as a fold line, along Which 
the cover 9 is folded toWards the case body 1. 

[0042] The take-out portions 7 provided in the second 
sheet member 3 of the case body 1 each are formed so as not 
to be matched in position to each corresponding blister or 
pill 6 When the cover 9 is kept fully opened and closed. In 
this embodiment, the take-out portions 7 and the blisters of 
the PTP 4 are matched in position to each other When blisters 
6b located on the right-hand side of FIG. 5 have been moved 
to the right-hand side end of the elongated holes 5. The 
length of the connection strip 21 is set so that When the cover 
9 is fully opened, the blisters 6b located on the left-hand side 
of the PTP 4 are moved through the elongated holes 5 
toWards the left ends thereof, and When the cover 9 is fully 
closed, the blisters 6b located on the right-hand side of the 
PTP 4 each are moved to a proximity of the lengthWise 
center of a corresponding elongated hole 5. After the blisters 
6b have been moved to the proximity of the lengthWise 
center of the elongated holes 5, the opening and closing 
motion of the cover 9 does not cause the sliding of the PTP 
4. Accordingly, only the opening and closing motion is 
solely performed. 
[0043] According to the thus arranged PTP case of this 
embodiment, throughout the opening and closing motion, 
none of the blisters or pills 6 are matched in position to the 
corresponding take-out portions 7. Therefore, it is possible 
to securely prevent a child or careless adult from taking out 
the pill 6 from the PTP 4 and accidentally sWalloWing the 
same, in the same manner as in the ?rst embodiment. 

[0044] When the pill 6 is to be intentionally taken out from 
the PTP 4 by a patient or the like, With the cover 9 held 
slightly open, the PTP 4 is slid With ?nger via a blister or 
blisters so as to move each pill 6 toWards the right hand side 
end of each elongated hole 5. The PTP sheet 4 and the 
connection strip 21 are then slid along the ?rst and second 
sheet members 2, 3 of the case body 1, and the ?ap 18 
formed in the cover 9 is pivotally moved about the fold line 
20 upon receiving the tension force effected by the sliding 
action. Thus, the blisters 6b located on the right-hand side of 
the PTP 4 can be moved to the right hand side ends of the 
elongated holes 5. Each blister is pressed from above in a 
direction as represented by arroW B in FIG. 6 so that the pill 
6 therein is pressed out of the PTP 4. 

[0045] This pill taking-out operation achievable by several 
steps makes it much harder for a child or the like to take a 
pill out of the PTP. As a result, it is possible to more securely 
prevent accidental sWalloWing of a pill or medicine by a 
child or the like and hence alloW medicines or pills to be kept 
in secure storage under control. 

[0046] When the PTP case is to be held in secure storage, 
thereby dislocating each blister or pill 6 from each corre 
sponding take-out portion 7, only the full opening action of 
the cover 9 is enough. When in this opening action, the 
connection strip 21 is subjected to an upWard tension force 
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by the ?ap 18, but this tension force is absorbed by the 
tongue 17, Which is opened upward upon receiving the 
tension force. Thus, the cover 9 can be smoothly and fully 
opened While avoiding rupture of the case body 1. 

[0047] In the second embodiment, throughout the move 
ment of the cover 9 from the full closed position to the full 
open position or vice versa, none of the blisters or pills 6 are 
matched in position to the corresponding take-out portions 
7. And, With the cover kept slight open, the pills 6 of the FTP 
4 are moved to the right hand side end of each elongated hole 
5, thereby alloWing the pills 6 are matched in position to the 
take-out portions 7. Therefore, it is possible to more securely 
prevent a child or careless adult from taking out the pill from 
the FTP 4 and accidentally sWalloWing the same. This may 
be modi?ed so as to make the blisters or pills 6 match in 
position to the corresponding take-out portions at a certain 
angular point of the closing or opening action of the cover 
9. 

[0048] Also, the checking means as described in the ?rst 
embodiment may be provided in this embodiment. 

[0049] In each embodiment, the take-out means is in the 
form of the take-out portion 7 With the perforation 8 formed 
around the entire circumference thereof. This perforation 
de?ning the take-out portion 7 may be partially formed 
around the take-out portion 7 such as in U-like shape, a 
half-circle or the like, as long as the take-out portion can be 
opened Wide enough to alloW one or more pills contained in 
each blister to be pressed out from the blister. 

[0050] The FTP 4 as described in the ?rst and second 
embodiments has plural blisters each containing one or more 
pills. This is not essential in the present invention. That is, 
the FTP 4 to Which the present invention is applicable may 
have only one blister With one ore more pills therein. 

[0051] The length, shape or the like of each elongated hole 
5 formed in the ?rst sheet member 2 of the case body 1 may 
be modi?ed according to the shape or the like of each pill or 
blister. Also, the case body 1, the cover 9 or the like each 
may have a varying shape or structure Within the intended 
scope of the present invention. 

[0052] This speci?cation is by no means intended to 
restrict the present invention to the preferred embodiments 
set forth therein. Various modi?cations to the FTP case, as 
described herein, may be made by those skilled in the art 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of the present 
invention as de?ned in the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A case for a press-through package comprising; 

a case body having ?rst and second sheet members that 
are overlapped to each other so as to place a press 
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through package therebetWeen, said press-through 
package having at least one blister each containing one 
or more pills; 

said ?rst sheet member having at least one elongated hole, 
through Which said at least one blister protrudes to the 
outside, so that said at least one blister is pressed along 
said at least one elongated hole, thereby sliding press 
through package along the ?rst and second sheet mem 
bers; and 

said second sheet member having at least one take-out 
portion located facing to said at least one elongated 
hole at such a position as to be matched in position to 
said at least one blister of said press-through package 
When said press-through package has been slid to a 
predetermined point. 

2. The case for a press-through package according to 
claim 1, further comprising a cover attached to said case 
body in such a manner as to be able to be pivotally moved 
about a certain point so that said cover is opened aWay from 
said case body and closed toWard the same, in Which the 
opening and closing motion of said cover is associated With 
the sliding motion of said press-through package. 

3. The case for a press-through package according to 
claim 2, Wherein a connection strip eXtends outWardly from 
said cover, said connection strip has a distal end attached to 
said press-through package, and said connection strip is 
designed so as to be able to be curved or bent according to 
the opening and closing motion of said cover. 

4. The case for a press-through package according to 
claim 1, further comprising a checking means for checking 
Whether said at least one blister of said press-through 
package has been matched in position to said at least one 
take-out portion. 

5. The case for a press-through package according to 
claim 4, Wherein said checking means is at least one WindoW 
formed in said ?rst sheet member, into Which a predeter 
mined position of said press-through package is brought by 
sliding said press-through package, thereby making said at 
least one blister of said press-through package match in 
position to said at least one take out portion. 

6. The case for a press-through package according to 
claim 1, Wherein said at least one take-out portion is de?ned 
by perforation so as to be entirely or partially detached from 
said second sheet member upon receiving pressure applied 
onto said at least one blister, thereby alloWing said one or 
more pills in each of said at least one blister to be pressed 
out through said at lest one take-out portion. 


