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PYRAZOLE COMPOUNDS USEFUL AS PROTEIN 
KINASE INHIBITORS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority to US. Provisional 
Patent Application 60/257,887 ?led Dec. 21, 2000 and US 
Provisional Patent Application 60/286,949 ?led Apr. 27, 
2001, the contents of Which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention is in the ?eld of medicinal 
chemistry and relates to compounds that are protein kinase 
inhibitors, compositions containing such compounds and 
methods of use. More particularly, this invention relates to 
compounds that are inhibitors of Aurora-2 protein kinase. 
The invention also relates to methods of treating diseases 
associated With protein kinases, especially diseases associ 
ated With Aurora-2, such as cancer. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The search for neW therapeutic agents has been 
greatly aided in recent years by better understanding of the 
structure of enZymes and other biomolecules associated With 
target diseases. One important class of enZymes that has 
been the subject of eXtensive study is the protein kinases. 

[0004] Protein kinases mediate intracellular signal trans 
duction. They do this by effecting a phosphoryl transfer from 
a nucleoside triphosphate to a protein acceptor that is 
involved in a signaling pathWay. There are a number of 
kinases and pathWays through Which extracellular and other 
stimuli cause a variety of cellular responses to occur inside 
the cell. Examples of such stimuli include environmental 
and chemical stress signals (e.g. osmotic shock, heat shock, 
ultraviolet radiation, bacterial endotoXin, H202), cytokines 
(e.g. interleukin-1 (IL-1) and tumor necrosis factor 0t (TNF 
00), and groWth factors (eg granulocyte macrophage 
colony-stimulating factor (GM-CSF), and ?broblast groWth 
factor An extracellular stimulus may effect one or 
more cellular responses related to cell groWth, migration, 
differentiation, secretion of hormones, activation of tran 
scription factors, muscle contraction, glucose metabolism, 
control of protein synthesis and regulation of cell cycle. 

[0005] Many diseases are associated With abnormal cel 
lular responses triggered by protein kinase-mediated events. 
These diseases include autoimmune diseases, in?ammatory 
diseases, neurological and neurodegenerative diseases, can 
cer, cardiovascular diseases, allergies and asthma, AlZhe 
imer’s disease or hormone-related diseases. Accordingly, 
there has been a substantial effort in medicinal chemistry to 
?nd protein kinase inhibitors that are effective as therapeutic 
agents. 

[0006] Aurora-2 is a serine/threonine protein kinase that 
has been implicated in human cancer, such as colon, breast 
and other solid tumors. This kinase is believed to be 
involved in protein phosphorylation events that regulate the 
cell cycle. Speci?cally, Aurora-2 may play a role in con 
trolling the accurate segregation of chromosomes during 
mitosis. Misregulation of the cell cycle can lead to cellular 
proliferation and other abnormalities. In human colon cancer 
tissue, the aurora-2 protein has been found to be overex 
pressed. See Bischoff et al., EMBO J., 1998, 17, 3052-3065; 
Schumacher et al., J. Cell Biol., 1998, 143, 1635-1646; 
Kimura et al., J. Biol. Chem, 1997, 272, 13766-13771. 
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[0007] Glycogen synthase kinase-3 (GSK-3) is a serine/ 
threonine protein kinase comprised of 0t and [3 isoforms that 
are each encoded by distinct genes [Coghlan et al., Chem 
istry & Biology, 7, 793-803 (2000); Kim and Kimmel, Curr. 
Opinion Genetics Dev., 10, 508-514 (2000)]. GSK-3 has 
been implicated in various diseases including diabetes, 
AlZheimer’s disease, CNS disorders such as manic depres 
sive disorder and neurodegenerative diseases, and cardi 
omyocete hypertrophy [WO 99/65897; WO 00/38675; and 
Haq et al.,]. CellBiol. (2000) 151, 117]. These diseases may 
be caused by, or result in, the abnormal operation of certain 
cell signaling pathWays in Which GSK-3 plays a role. GSK-3 
has been found to phosphorylate and modulate the activity 
of a number of regulatory proteins. These proteins include 
glycogen synthase Which is the rate limiting enZyme nec 
essary for glycogen synthesis, the microtubule associated 
protein Tau, the gene transcription factor [3-catenin, the 
translation initiation factor e1F2B, as Well as ATP citrate 
lyase, aXin, heat shock factor-1, c-Jun, c-Myc, c-Myb, 
CREB, and CEPBot. These diverse protein targets implicate 
GSK-3 in many aspects of cellular metabolism, prolifera 
tion, differentiation and development. 

[0008] In a GSK-3 mediated pathWay that is relevant for 
the treatment of type II diabetes, insulin-induced signaling 
leads to cellular glucose uptake and glycogen synthesis. 
Along this pathWay, GSK-3 is a negative regulator of the 
insulin-induced signal. Normally, the presence of insulin 
causes inhibition of GSK-3 mediated phosphorylation and 
deactivation of glycogen synthase. The inhibition of GSK-3 
leads to increased glycogen synthesis and glucose uptake 
[Klein et al., PNAS, 93, 8455-9 (1996); Cross et al., Bio 
chem. J., 303, 21-26 (1994); Cohen, Biochem. Soc. Trans., 
21, 555-567 (1993); Massillon et al., Biochem J. 299, 
123-128 (1994)]. HoWever, in a diabetic patient Where the 
insulin response is impaired, glycogen synthesis and glucose 
uptake fail to increase despite the presence of relatively high 
blood levels of insulin. This leads to abnormally high blood 
levels of glucose With acute and long term effects that may 
ultimately result in cardiovascular disease, renal failure and 
blindness. In such patients, the normal insulin-induced inhi 
bition of GSK-3 fails to occur. It has also been reported that 
in patients With type II diabetes, GSK-3 is overeXpressed 
[WO 00/38675). Therapeutic inhibitors of GSK-3 are there 
fore potentially useful for treating diabetic patients suffering 
from an impaired response to insulin. 

[0009] GSK-3 activity has also been associated With 
AlZheimer’s disease. This disease is characteriZed by the 
Well-knoWn [3-amyloid peptide and the formation of intra 
cellular neuro?brillary tangles. The neuro?brillary tangles 
contain hyperphosphorylated Tau protein Where Tau is phos 
phorylated on abnormal sites. GSK-3 has been shoWn to 
phosphorylate these abnormal sites in cell and animal mod 
els. Furthermore, inhibition of GSK-3 has been shoWn to 
prevent hyperphosphorylation of Tau in cells [Lovestone et 
al., Current Biology 4, 1077-86 (1994); BroWnlees et al., 
Neuroreport 8, 3251-55 (1997)]. Therefore, it is believed 
that GSK-3 activity may promote generation of the neu 
ro?brillary tangles and the progression of AlZheimer’s dis 
ease. 

[0010] Another substrate of GSK-3 is [3-catenin Which is 
degradated after phosphorylation by GSK-3. Reduced levels 
of [3-catenin have been reported in schiZophrenic patients 
and have also been associated With other diseases related to 
increase in neuronal cell death [Zhong et al., Nature, 395, 
698-702 (1998); Takashima et al., PNAS, 90, 7789-93 
(1993); Pei et al., J. Neuropathol. Exp, 56, 70-78 (1997)]. 

[0011] As a result of the biological importance of GSK-3, 
there is current interest in therapeutically effective GSK-3 
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inhbitors. Small molecules that inhibit GSK-3 have recently 
been reported [WO 99/65897 (Chiron) and WO 00/38675 
(SmithKline Beecham)]. 
[0012] For many of the aforementioned diseases associ 
ated With abnormal GSK-3 activity, other protein kinases 
have also been targeted for treating the same diseases. 
HoWever, the various protein kinases often act through 
different biological pathWays. For example, certain quinaZo 
line derivatives have been reported recently as inhibitors of 
p38 kinase (WO 00/12497 to Scios). The compounds are 
reported to be useful for treating conditions characteriZed by 
enhanced p38-ot activity and/or enhanced TGF-[3 activity. 
While p38 activity has been implicated in a Wide variety of 
diseases, including diabetes, p38 kinase is not reported to be 
a constituent of an insulin signaling pathWay that regulates 
glycogen synthesis or glucose uptake. Therefore, unlike 
GSK-3, p38 inhibition Would not be eXpected to enhance 
glycogen synthesis and/or glucose uptake. 

[0013] There is a continued need to ?nd neW therapeutic 
agents to treat human diseases. The protein kinases Aurora-2 
and GSK-3 are especially attractive targets for the discovery 
of neW therapeutics due to their important roles in cancer 
and diabetes, respectively. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] It has noW been found that compounds of this 
invention and pharmaceutical compositions thereof are 
effective as protein kinase inhibitors, particularly as inhibi 
tors of Aurora-2. These compounds have the general formula 
I: 

[0015] or a pharmaceutically acceptable derivative or pro 
drug thereof, Wherein: 

[0016] Z1 to Z4 are as described beloW; 

[0017] Ring A is selected from the group consisting of: 
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-continued 

Z / Z 

\ 

[0019] Ry is Z-R3' or an optionally substituted group 
selected from CL6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atoms, or Ry and R8 are taken together 
to form a fused, optionally substituted 5-7 membered, 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatoms selected from nitrogen, oXygen, or 
sulfur; 

[0020] Q is selected from —N(R4)—, —O—, —S—, of 
—CH(R6)—; 

[0021] R1 is T-(Ring D); 
[0022] Ring D is a 5-7 membered monocyclic ring or 

8-10 membered bicyclic ring selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, heterocyclyl or carbocyclyl, said heteroaryl or 
heterocyclyl ring having 1-4 ring heteroatoms selected 
from nitrogen, oXygen or sulfur, Wherein each substi 
tutable ring carbon of Ring D is independently substi 
tuted by OXO, T-RS, or V-Z-RS, and each substitutable 
ring nitrogen of Ring D is independently substituted by 
_R4; 



[0029] 

[0030] 
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[0023] T is a valence bond or a CL4 alkylidene chain, 
wherein When Q is —CH(R6)—, a methylene unit of 
said C1_4 alkylidene chain is optionally replaced by 

[0024] Z is a C1_ 4 alkylidene chain; 

[0025] L is 

[0026] R2 and R2 are independently selected from —R, 
-T-W—R6, or R2 and R2‘ are taken together With their 
intervening atoms to form a fused, 5-8 rnernbered, 
unsaturated-or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatorns selected from nitrogen, oxygen, or 
sulfur, Wherein each substitutable ring carbon of said 
fused ring formed by R2 and R2 is independently 
substituted by halo, OX0, —CN, —NO2, —R7, or 
—V—R6, and each substitutable ring nitrogen of said 
ring formed by R2 and R2‘ is independently substituted 
by R4; 

[0027] R3 is selected from —R, -halo, —OR, 

[0028] R3’ is selected from -halo, —OR, —C(=O)R, 
—COZR, —COCOR, —COCHZCOR, —NO2, —CN, 
—S(O)R, —S(O)2R, —SR, —N(R4)2, —CON(R7)2, 
—SO2N(R7)2, —OC(=O)R, —N(R7)COR, 
—N(Rv)CO2(C1_6 aliphatic), —N(R4)N(R4)2, 
—C=NN(R4)2, —C=N—OR, —N(R7)CON(R7)2, 
—N(R7)SO2N(R7)2, —N(R4)SO2R, 
—OC(=O)N(R7)2, or an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atorns; 

each R is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atorns; 

each R4 is independently selected from —R7, 
—COR7, —CO2(optionally substituted C-6 aliphatic), 
—CON(R7)2, or —SO2R7; 

[0031] each R5 is independently selected from —R, 
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—CON(R4 2, —SO2N(R4 2, —OC(=O)R, 
—N(R4)COR, —N(R“)CO2 (optionally substituted C 

or an optionally substituted C1_4 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R6 groups on the same nitrogen atom are taken together 
With the nitrogen atom to form a 5 —6 rnernbered het 
erocyclyl or heteroaryl ring; 

[0035] each R7 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted C1_ 4 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R7 on the same nitrogen are taken together With the 
nitrogen to form a 5-8 rnernbered heterocyclyl or 
heteroaryl ring; and 

[0037] As used herein, the folloWing de?nitions shall 
apply unless otherWise indicated. The phrase “optionally 
substituted” is used interchangeably With the phrase “sub 
stituted or unsubstituted” or With the term “(un)substituted.” 
Unless otherWise indicated, an optionally substituted group 
may have a substituent at each substitutable position of the 
group, and each substitution is independent of the other. 

[0038] The term “aliphatic” as used herein means straight 
chain, branched or cyclic C1_12 hydrocarbons Which are 
completely saturated or Which contain one or more units of 
unsaturation but Which are not arornatic. For example, 
suitable aliphatic groups include substituted or unsubstituted 
linear, branched or cyclic alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl groups and 
hybrids thereof such as (cycloalkyl)alkyl, (cycloalkenyl)a 
lkyl or (cycloalkyl)alkenyl. The terms “alkyl”, “alkoxy”, 
“hydroXyalkyl”, “alkoxyalkyl”, and “alkoXycarbonyl”, used 
alone or as part of a larger rnoiety includes both straight and 
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branched chains containing one to twelve carbon atoms. The 
terms “alkenyl” and “alkynyl” used alone or as part of a 
larger moiety shall include both straight and branched chains 
containing tWo to tWelve carbon atoms. The term 
“cycloalkyl” used alone or as part of a larger moiety shall 
include cyclic C3-C12 hydrocarbons Which are completely 
saturated or Which contain one or more units of unsaturation, 
but Which are not aromatic. 

[0039] The terms “haloalkyl”, “haloalkenyl” and 
“haloalkoxy” means alkyl, alkenyl or alkoxy, as the case 
may be, substituted With one or more halogen atoms. The 
term “halogen” means F, Cl, Br, or I. 

[0040] The term “heteroatom” means nitrogen, oxygen, or 
sulfur and includes any oxidiZed form of nitrogen and sulfur, 
and the quaterniZed form of any basic nitrogen. Also the 
term “nitrogen” includes a substitutable nitrogen of a het 
erocyclic ring. As an example, in a saturated or partially 
unsaturated ring having 0-3 heteroatoms selected from oxy 
gen, sulfur or nitrogen, the nitrogen may be N (as in 
3,4-dihydro—2H-pyrrolyl), NH (as in pyrrolidinyl) or NR+ 
(as in N-substituted pyrrolidinyl). 

[0041] The terms “carbocycle”, “carbocyclyl”, “carbocy 
clo”, or “carbocyclic” as used herein means an aliphatic ring 
system having three to fourteen members. The terms “car 
bocycle”, “carbocyclyl”, “carbocyclo”, or “carbocyclic” 
Whether saturated or partially unsaturated, also refers to 
rings that are optionally substituted. The terms “carbocycle”, 
“carbocyclyl”, “carbocyclo”, or “carbocyclic” also include 
aliphatic rings that are fused to one or more aromatic or 
nonaromatic rings, such as in a decahydronaphthyl or tet 
rahydronaphthyl, Where the radical or point of attachment is 
on the aliphatic ring. 

[0042] The term “aryl” used alone or as part of a larger 
moiety as in “aralkyl”, “aralkoxy”, or “aryloxyalkyl”, refers 
to aromatic ring groups having ?ve to fourteen members, 
such as phenyl, benZyl, phenethyl, l-naphthyl, 2-naphthyl, 
l-anthracyl and 2-anthracyl. The term “aryl” also refers to 
rings that are optionally substituted. The term “aryl” may be 
used interchangeably With the term “aryl ring”. “Aryl” also 
includes fused polycyclic aromatic ring systems in Which an 
aromatic ring is fused to one or more rings. Examples 
include l-naphthyl, 2-naphthyl, l-anthracyl and 2-anthracyl. 
Also included Within the scope of the term “aryl”, as it is 
used herein, is a group in Which an aromatic ring is fused to 
one or more non-aromatic rings, such as in an indanyl, 
phenanthridinyl, or tetrahydronaphthyl, Where the radical or 
point of attachment is on the aromatic ring. 

[0043] The term “heterocycle”, “heterocyclyl”, or “het 
erocyclic” as used herein includes non-aromatic ring sys 
tems having ?ve to fourteen members, preferably ?ve to ten, 
in Which one or more ring carbons, preferably one to four, 
are each replaced by a heteroatom such as N, O, or S. 
Examples of heterocyclic rings include 3-1H-benZimidaZol 
2-one, (1-substituted)-2-oxo-benZimidaZol-3-yl, 2-tetrahy 
drofuranyl, 3-tetrahydrofuranyl, 2-tetrahydropyranyl, 3-tet 
rahydropyranyl, 4-tetrahydropyranyl, [1,3]-dioxalanyl, 
[1,3]-dithiolanyl, [1,3]-dioxanyl, 2-tetrahydrothiophenyl, 
3-tetrahydrothiophenyl, 2-morpholinyl, 3-morpholinyl, 
4-morpholinyl, 2-thiomorpholinyl, 3-thiomorpholinyl, 
4-thiomorpholinyl, l-pyrrolidinyl, 2-pyrrolidinyl, 3-pyrro 
lidinyl, 1-piperaZinyl, 2-piperaZinyl, l-piperidinyl, 2-pip 
eridinyl, 3-piperidinyl, 4-piperidinyl, 4-thiaZolidinyl, diaZ 
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olonyl, N-substituted diaZolonyl, l-phthalimidinyl, 
benZoxanyl, benZopyrrolidinyl, benZopiperidinyl, benZox 
olanyl, benZothiolanyl, and benZothianyl. Also included 
Within the scope of the term “heterocyclyl” or “heterocy 
clic”, as it is used herein, is a group in Which a non-aromatic 
heteroatom-containing ring is fused to one or more aromatic 
or non-aromatic rings, such as in an indolinyl, chromanyl, 
phenanthridinyl, or tetrahydroquinolinyl, Where the radical 
or point of attachment is on the non-aromatic heteroatom 
containing ring. The term “heterocycle”, “heterocyclyl”, or 
“heterocyclic” Whether saturated or partially unsaturated, 
also refers to rings that are optionally substituted. 

[0044] The term “heteroaryl”, used alone or as part of a 
larger moiety as in “heteroaralkyl” or “heteroarylalkoxy”, 
refers to heteroaromatic ring groups having ?ve to fourteen 
members. Examples of heteroaryl rings include 2-furanyl, 
3-furanyl, N-imidaZolyl, 2-imidaZolyl, 4-imidaZolyl, S-imi 
daZolyl, 3-isoxaZolyl, 4-isoxaZolyl, 5-isoxaZolyl, 2-oxadia 
Zolyl, 5-oxadiaZolyl, 2-oxaZolyl, 4-oxaZolyl, 5-oxaZolyl, 
1-pyrrolyl, 2-pyrrolyl, 3-pyrrolyl, 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, 
4-pyridyl, 2-pyrimidyl, 4-pyrimidyl, S-pyrimidyl, 3-py 
ridaZinyl, 2-thiaZolyl, 4-thiaZolyl, 5-thiaZolyl, 5-tetraZolyl, 
2-triaZolyl, 5-triaZolyl, 2-thienyl, 3-thienyl, carbaZolyl, ben 
ZimidaZolyl, benZothienyl, benZofuranyl, indolyl, quinoli 
nyl, benZotriaZolyl, benZothiaZolyl, benZooxaZolyl, benZ 
imidaZolyl, isoquinolinyl, indaZolyl, isoindolyl, acridinyl, or 
benZoisoxaZolyl. Also included Within the scope of the term 
“heteroaryl”, as it is used herein, is a group in Which a 
heteroatomic ring is fused to one or more aromatic or 
nonaromatic rings Where the radical or point of attachment 
is on the heteroaromatic ring. Examples include tetrahydro 
quinolinyl, tetrahydroisoquinolinyl, and pyrido[3,4-d]pyri 
midinyl. The term “heteroaryl” also refers to rings that are 
optionally substituted. The term “heteroaryl” may be used 
interchangeably With the term “heteroaryl ring” or the term 
“heteroaromatic”. 

[0045] An aryl (including aralkyl, aralkoxy, aryloxyalkyl 
and the like) or-heteroaryl (including heteroaralkyl and 
heteroarylalkoxy and the like) group may contain one or 
more substituents. Examples of suitable substituents on the 
unsaturated carbon atom of an aryl, heteroaryl, aralkyl, or 
heteroaralkyl group include a halogen, —RO, —ORO, 
—SRO, 1,2-methylene-dioxy, 1,2-ethylenedioxy, protected 
OH (such as acyloxy), phenyl (Ph), substituted Ph, —O(Ph), 
substituted —O(Ph), —CH2(Ph), substituted —CH2(Ph), 
—CH2CH2(Ph), substituted —CH2CH2(Ph), —NO2, —CN, 
—N(RO)2, —NRO C(O)RO, —NROC(O)N(RO)2, 
—NROCOZRO, —NRONROC(O)RO, —NRONROC(O)N(RO)2, 
—NRONROCOZRO, —C(O)C(O)RO, —C(O)CH2C(O)RO, 
—COZRO, —C(O)RO, —C(O)N(RO)2, —OC(O)N(RO)2, 
—S(O)2RO, —SO2N(RO)2, —S(O)RO, —NROSO2N(RO)2, 
—NROSOZRO, —C(=S)N(RO)2, —C(=NH)—N(RO)2, 
—(CH2)yNHC(O)RO, —(CH2)yNHC(O)CH(V—RO)(RO); 
Wherein RO is hydrogen, a substituted or unsubstituted ali 
phatic group, an unsubstituted heteroaryl or heterocyclic 
ring, phenyl (Ph), substituted Ph, —O(Ph), substituted 
—O(Ph), —CH2(Ph), or substituted —CH2(Ph); y is 0-6; 
and V is a linker group. Examples of substituents on the 
aliphatic group or the phenyl ring of RO include amino, 
alkylamino, dialkylamino, aminocarbonyl, halogen, alkyl, 
alkylaminocarbonyl, dialkylaminocarbonyl, alkylaminocar 
bonyloxy, dialkylaminocarbonyloxy, alkoxy, nitro, cyano, 
carboxy, alkoxycarbonyl, alkylcarbonyl, hydroxy, 
haloalkoxy, or haloalkyl. 
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[0046] An aliphatic group or a non-aromatic heterocyclic 
ring may contain one or more substituents. Examples of 
suitable substituents on the saturated carbon of an aliphatic 
group or of a non-aromatic heterocyclic ring include those 
listed above for the unsaturated carbon of an aryl or het 
eroaryl group and the following: :0, =S, =NNHR*, 
=NN(R*)2, =N—, =NNHC(O)R*, =NNHCO2(alkyl), 
=NNHSO2(alkyl), or =NR*, Where each R* is indepen 
dently selected from hydrogen, an unsubstituted aliphatic 
group or a substituted aliphatic group. Examples of substitu 
ents on the aliphatic group include amino, alkylamino, 
dialkylamino, aminocarbonyl, halogen, alkyl, alkylami 
nocarbonyl, dialkylaminocarbonyl, alkylaminocarbonyloxy, 
dialkylaminocarbonyloxy, alkoxy, nitro, cyano, carboxy, 
alkoxycarbonyl, alkylcarbonyl, hydroxy, haloalkoxy, or 
haloalkyl. 
[0047] Suitable substituents on the nitrogen of a non 
aromatic heterocyclic ring include —R", —N(R+)2, 
—C(O)R+, —CO2R+, —C(O)C(O)R+, —C(O)CH2C(O)R+, 
—SO2R+, —SO2N(R+)2, —C(=S)N(R+)2, —C(=NH)— 
N(R+)2, and —NR+SO2R+; Wherein R+ is hydrogen, an 
aliphatic group, a substituted aliphatic group, phenyl (Ph), 
substituted Ph, —O(Ph), substituted —O(Ph), CH2(Ph), 
substituted CH2(Ph), or an unsubstituted heteroaryl or het 
erocyclic ring. Examples of substituents on the aliphatic 
group or the phenyl ring include amino, alkylamino, dialky 
lamino, aminocarbonyl, halogen, alkyl, alkylaminocarbonyl, 
dialkylaminocarbonyl, alkylaminocarbonyloxy, dialkylami 
nocarbonyloxy, alkoxy, nitro, cyano, carboxy, alkoxycarbo 
nyl, alkylcarbonyl, hydroxy, haloalkoxy, or haloalkyl. 

[0048] The term “linker group” or “linker” means an 
organic moiety that connects tWo parts of a compound. 
Linkers are typically comprised of an atom such as oxygen 
or sulfur, a unit such as —NH—, —CH2—, —C(O)—, 
—C(O)NH—, or a chain of atoms, such as an alkylidene 
chain. The molecular mass of a linker is typically in the 
range of about 14 to 200, preferably in the range of 14 to 96 
With a length of up to about six atoms. Examples of linkers 
include a saturated or unsaturated C1_6 alkylidene chain 
Which is optionally substituted, and Wherein one or tWo 
saturated carbons of the chain are optionally replaced by 

[0049] The term “alkylidene chain” refers to an optionally 
substituted, straight or branched carbon chain that may be 
fully saturated or have one or more units of unsaturation. 
The optional substituents are as described above for an 
aliphatic group. 

[0050] A combination of substituents or variables is per 
missible only if such a combination results in a stable or 
chemically feasible compound. A stable compound or 
chemically feasible compound is one in Which the chemical 
structure is not substantially altered When kept at a tempera 
ture of 40° C. or less, in the absence of moisture or other 
chemically reactive conditions, for at least a Week. 

[0051] Unless otherWise stated, structures depicted herein 
are also meant to include all stereochemical forms of the 
structure; i.e., the R and S con?gurations for each asym 
metric center. Therefore, single stereochemical isomers as 
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Well as enantiomeric and diastereomeric mixtures of the 
present compounds are Within the scope of the invention. 
Unless otherWise stated, structures depicted herein are also 
meant to include compounds Which differ only in the pres 
ence of one or more isotopically enriched atoms. For 
example, compounds having the present structures except 
for the replacement of a hydrogen by a deuterium or tritium, 
or the replacement of a carbon by a 13C— or 14C-enriched 
carbon are Within the scope of this invention. 

[0052] Compounds of formula I or salts thereof may be 
formulated into compositions. In a preferred embodiment, 
the composition is a pharmaceutical composition. In one 
embodiment, the composition comprises an amount of the 
protein kinase inhibitor effective to inhibit a protein kinase, 
particularly Aurora-2, in a biological sample or in a patient. 
In another embodiment, compounds of this invention and 
pharmaceutical compositions thereof, Which comprise an 
amount of the protein kinase inhibitor effective to treat or 
prevent an Aurora-2-mediated condition and a pharmaceu 
tically acceptable carrier, adjuvant, or vehicle, may be 
formulated for administration to a patient. 

[0053] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of treating or preventing an Aurora-2-mediated disease With 
an Aurora-2 inhibitor, Which method comprises administer 
ing to a patient in need of such a treatment a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula I or a pharma 
ceutical composition thereof. 

[0054] The term “Aurora-Z-mediated condition” or “dis 
ease”, as used herein, means any disease or other deleterious 
condition in Which Aurora is knoWn to play a role. The term 
“Aurora-2-mediated condition” or “disease” also means 
those diseases or conditions that are alleviated by treatment 
With an Aurora-2 inhibitor. Such conditions include, Without 
limitation, cancer. The term “cancer” includes, but is not 
limited to the folloWing cancers: colon, breast, stomach, and 
ovarian. 

[0055] Another aspect of the invention relates to inhibiting 
Aurora-2 activity in a biological sample, Which method 
comprises contacting the biological sample With the 
Aurora-2 inhibitor of formula I, or a composition thereof. 

[0056] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of inhibiting Aurora-2 activity in a patient, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a compound of for 
mula I or a composition comprising said compound. 

[0057] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of treating or preventing a GSK-3-mediated disease With a 
GSK-3 inhibitor, Which method comprises administering to 
a patient in need of such a treatment a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula I or a pharma 
ceutical composition thereof. 

[0058] The term “GSK-3-mediated condition” or “dis 
ease”, as used herein, means any disease or other deleterious 
condition or state in Which GSK-3 is knoWn to play a role. 
Such diseases or conditions include, Without limitation, 
diabetes, AlZheimer’s disease, Huntington’s Disease, Par 
kinson’s Disease, AIDS-associated dementia, amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (AML), multiple sclerosis (MS), schiZo 
phrenia, cardiomycete hypertrophy, reperfusion/ischemia, 
and baldness. 

[0059] One aspect of this invention relates to a method of 
enhancing glycogen synthesis and/or loWering blood levels 
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of glucose in a patient in need thereof, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula I or a pharma 
ceutical composition thereof. This method is especially 
useful for diabetic patients. Another method relates to inhib 
iting the production of hyperphosphorylated Tau protein, 
Which is useful in halting or sloWing the progression of 
AlZheimer’s disease. Another method relates to inhibiting 
the phosphorylation of [3-catenin, Which is useful for treating 
schiZophrenia. 

[0060] Another aspect of the invention relates to inhibiting 
GSK-3 activity in a biological sample, Which method com 
prises contacting the biological sample With a GSK-3 inhibi 
tor of formula I. 

[0061] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of inhibiting GSK-3 activity in a patient, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a compound of for 
mula I or a composition comprising said compound. 

[0062] The term “pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, 
adjuvant, or vehicle” refers to a non-toxic carrier, adjuvant, 
or vehicle that may be administered to a patient, together 
With a compound of this invention, and Which does not 
destroy the pharmacological activity thereof. 

[0063] The term “patient” includes human and veterinary 
subjects. 

[0064] The term “biological sample”, as used herein, 
includes, Without limitation, cell cultures or extracts thereof; 
preparations of an enZyme suitable for in vitro assay; 
biopsied material obtained from a mammal or extracts 

thereof; and blood, saliva, urine, feces, semen, tears, or other 
body ?uids or extracts thereof. 

[0065] The amount effective to inhibit protein kinase, for 
example, Aurora-2 and GSK-3, is one that measurably 
inhibits the kinase activity Where compared to the activity of 
the enZyme in the absence of an inhibitor. Any method may 
be used to determine inhibition, such as, for example, the 
Biological Testing Examples described beloW. 

[0066] Pharmaceutically acceptable carriers that may be 
used in these pharmaceutical compositions include, but are 
not limited to, ion exchangers, alumina, aluminum stearate, 
lecithin, serum proteins, such as human serum albumin, 
buffer substances such as phosphates, glycine, sorbic acid, 
potassium sorbate, partial glyceride mixtures of saturated 
vegetable fatty acids, Water, salts or electrolytes, such as 
protamine sulfate, disodium hydrogen phosphate, potassium 
hydrogen phosphate, sodium chloride, Zinc salts, colloidal 
silica, magnesium trisilicate, polyvinyl pyrrolidone, cellu 
lose-based substances, polyethylene glycol, sodium car 
boxymethylcellulose, polyacrylates, Waxes, polyethylene 
polyoxypropylene-block polymers, polyethylene glycol and 
Wool fat. 

[0067] The compositions of the present invention may be 
administered orally, parenterally, by inhalation spray, topi 
cally, rectally, nasally, buccally, vaginally or via an 
implanted reservoir. The term “parenteral” as used herein 
includes subcutaneous, intravenous, intramuscular, intra 
articular, intra-synovial, intrasternal, intrathecal, intrahe 
patic, intralesional and intracranial injection or infusion 
techniques. Preferably, the compositions are administered 
orally, intraperitoneally or intravenously. 
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[0068] Sterile injectable forms of the compositions of this 
invention may be aqueous or oleaginous suspension. These 
suspensions may be formulated according to techniques 
knoWn in the art using suitable dispersing or Wetting agents 
and suspending agents. The sterile injectable preparation 
may also be a sterile injectable solution or suspension in a 
non-toxic parenterally-acceptable diluent or solvent, for 
example as a solution in 1,3-butanediol. Among the accept 
able vehicles and solvents that may be employed are Water, 
Ringer’s solution and isotonic sodium chloride solution. In 
addition, sterile, ?xed oils are conventionally employed as a 
solvent or suspending medium. For this purpose, any bland 
?xed oil may be employed including synthetic mono- or 
di-glycerides. Fatty acids, such as oleic acid and its glycer 
ide derivatives are useful in the preparation of injectables, as 
are natural pharmaceutically-acceptable oils, such as olive 
oil or castor oil, especially in their polyoxyethylated ver 
sions. These oil solutions or suspensions may also contain a 
long-chain alcohol diluent or dispersant, such as carboxym 
ethyl cellulose or similar dispersing agents Which are com 
monly used in the formulation of pharmaceutically accept 
able dosage forms including emulsions and suspensions. 
Other commonly used surfactants, such as TWeens, Spans 
and other emulsifying agents or bioavailability enhancers 
Which are commonly used in the manufacture of pharma 
ceutically acceptable solid, liquid, or other dosage forms 
may also be used for the purposes of formulation. 

[0069] The pharmaceutical compositions of this invention 
may be orally administered in any orally acceptable dosage 
form including, but not limited to, capsules, tablets, aqueous 
suspensions or solutions. In the case of tablets for oral use, 
carriers commonly used include lactose and corn starch. 
Lubricating agents, such as magnesium stearate, are also 
typically added. For oral administration in a capsule form, 
useful diluents include lactose and dried cornstarch. When 
aqueous suspensions are required for oral use, the active 
ingredient is combined With emulsifying and suspending 
agents. If desired, certain sWeetening, ?avoring or coloring 
agents may also be added. 

[0070] Alternatively, the pharmaceutical compositions of 
this invention may be administered in the form of supposi 
tories for rectal administration. These can be prepared by 
mixing the agent With a suitable non-irritating excipient 
Which is solid at room temperature but liquid at rectal 
temperature and therefore Will melt in the rectum to release 
the drug. Such materials include cocoa butter, beesWax and 
polyethylene glycols. 
[0071] The pharmaceutical compositions of this invention 
may also be administered topically, especially When the 
target of treatment includes areas or organs readily acces 
sible by topical application, including diseases of the eye, 
the skin, or the loWer intestinal tract. Suitable topical for 
mulations are readily prepared for each of these areas or 
organs. 

[0072] Topical application for the loWer intestinal tract can 
be effected in a rectal suppository formulation (see above) or 
in a suitable enema formulation. Topically-transdermal 
patches may also be used. 

[0073] For topical applications, the pharmaceutical com 
positions may be formulated in a suitable ointment contain 
ing the active component suspended or dissolved in one or 
more carriers. Carriers for topical administration of the 
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compounds of this invention include, but are not limited to, 
mineral oil, liquid petrolatum, White petrolatum, propylene 
glycol, polyoxyethylene, polyoxypropylene compound, 
emulsifying Wax and Water. Alternatively, the pharmaceuti 
cal compositions can be formulated in a suitable lotion or 
cream containing the active components suspended or dis 
solved in one or more pharmaceutically acceptable carriers. 
Suitable carriers include, but are not limited to, mineral oil, 
sorbitan monostearate, polysorbate 60, cetyl esters Wax, 
cetearyl alcohol, 2-octyldodecanol, benZyl alcohol and 
Water. 

[0074] For ophthalmic use, the pharmaceutical composi 
tions may be formulated as microniZed suspensions in 
isotonic, pH adjusted sterile saline, or, preferably, as solu 
tions in isotonic, pH adjusted sterile saline, either With or 
Without a preservative such as benZylalkonium chloride. 
Alternatively, for ophthalmic uses, the pharmaceutical com 
positions may be formulated in an ointment such as petro 
latum. 

[0075] The pharmaceutical compositions of this invention 
may also be administered by nasal aerosol or inhalation. 
Such compositions are prepared according to techniques 
Well-knoWn in the art of pharmaceutical formulation and 
may be prepared as solutions in saline, employing benZyl 
alcohol or other suitable preservatives, absorption promoters 
to enhance bioavailability, ?uorocarbons, and/or other con 
ventional solubiliZing or dispersing agents. 

[0076] In addition to the compounds of this invention, 
pharmaceutically acceptable derivatives or prodrugs of the 
compounds of this invention may also be employed in 
compositions to treat or prevent the above-identi?ed dis 
eases or disorders. 

[0077] A “pharmaceutically acceptable derivative or pro 
drug” means any pharmaceutically acceptable salt, ester, salt 
of an ester or other derivative of a compound of this 
invention Which, upon administration to a recipient, is 
capable of providing, either directly or indirectly, a com 
pound of this invention or an inhibitorily active metabolite 
or residue thereof. Particularly favored derivatives or pro 
drugs are those that increase the bioavailability of the 
compounds of this invention When such compounds are 
administered to a patient (e.g., by alloWing an orally admin 
istered compound to be more readily absorbed into the 
blood) or Which enhance delivery of the parent compound to 
a biological compartment (e.g., the brain or lymphatic 
system) relative to the parent species. 

[0078] Pharmaceutically acceptable prodrugs of the com 
pounds of this invention include, Without limitation, esters, 
amino acid esters, phosphate esters, metal salts and sulfonate 
esters. 

[0079] Pharmaceutically acceptable salts of the com 
pounds of this invention include those derived from phar 
maceutically acceptable inorganic and organic acids and 
bases. Examples of suitable acid salts include acetate, adi 
pate, alginate, aspartate, benZoate, benZenesulfonate, bisul 
fate, butyrate, citrate, camphorate, camphorsulfonate, cyclo 
pentanepropionate, digluconate, dodecylsulfate, 
ethanesulfonate, formate, fumarate, glucoheptanoate, glyc 
erophosphate, glycolate, hemisulfate, heptanoate, hex 
anoate, hydrochloride, hydrobromide, hydroiodide, 2-hy 
droxyethanesulfonate, lactate, maleate, malonate, 
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methanesulfonate, 2-naphthalenesulfonate, nicotinate, 
nitrate, oxalate, palmoate, pectinate, persulfate, 3-phenyl 
propionate, phosphate, picrate, pivalate, propionate, salicy 
late, succinate, sulfate, tartrate, thiocyanate, tosylate and 
undecanoate. Other acids, such as oxalic, While not in 
themselves pharmaceutically acceptable, may be employed 
in the preparation of salts useful as intermediates in obtain 
ing the compounds of the invention and their pharmaceuti 
cally acceptable acid addition salts. 

[0080] Salts derived from appropriate bases include alkali 
metal (e.g., sodium and potassium), alkaline earth metal 
(e.g., magnesium), ammonium and N"(C1_4 alkyl)4 salts. 
This invention also envisions the quaterniZation of any basic 
nitrogen-containing groups of the compounds disclosed 
herein. Water or oil-soluble or dispersible products may be 
obtained by such quaterniZation. 

[0081] The amount of the protein kinase inhibitor that may 
be combined With the carrier materials to produce a single 
dosage form Will vary depending upon the patient treated 
and the particular mode of administration. Preferably, the 
compositions should be formulated so that a dosage of 
betWeen 0.01-100 mg/kg body Weight/day of the inhibitor 
can be administered to a patient receiving these composi 
tions. 

[0082] It should also be understood that a speci?c dosage 
and treatment regimen for any particular patient Will depend 
upon a variety of factors, including the activity of the 
speci?c compound employed, the age, body-Weight, general 
health, sex, diet, time of administration, rate of excretion, 
drug combination, and the judgment of the treating physi 
cian and the severity of the particular disease being treated. 
The amount of the inhibitor Will also depend upon the 
particular compound in the composition. 

[0083] Depending upon the particular protein kinase-me 
diated condition to be treated or prevented, additional thera 
peutic agents, Which are normally administered to treat or 
prevent that condition, may be administered together With 
the inhibitors of this invention. For example, in the treatment 
of cancer other chemotherapeutic agents or other anti 
proliferative agents may be combined With the Aurora-2 
inhibitors of this invention to treat cancer. These agents 
include, Without limitation, adriamycin, dexamethasone, 
vincristine, cyclophosphamide, ?uorouracil, topotecan, 
taxol, interferons, and platinum derivatives. 

[0084] Other examples of agents the inhibitors of this 
invention may also be combined With include, Without 
limitation, agents for treating diabetes such as insulin or 
insulin analogues, in injectable or inhalation form, glita 
Zones, alpha glucosidase inhibitors, biguanides, insulin sen 
sitiZers, and sulfonyl ureas; anti-in?ammatory agents such 
as corticosteroids, TNF blockers, IL-l RA, aZathioprine, 
cyclophosphamide, and sulfasalaZine; immunomodulatory 
and immunosuppressive agents such as cyclosporin, tacroli 
mus, rapamycin, mycophenolate mofetil, interferons, corti 
costeroids, cyclophophamide, aZathioprine, and sulfasala 
Zine; neurotrophic factors such as acetylcholinesterase 
inhibitors, MAO inhibitors, interferons, anti-convulsants, 
ion channel blockers, riluZole, and anti-Parkinsonian agents; 
agents for treating cardiovascular disease such as beta 
blockers, ACE inhibitors, diuretics, nitrates, calcium chan 
nel blockers, and statins; agents for treating liver disease 
such as corticosteroids, cholestyramine, interferons, and 
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anti-viral agents; agents for treating blood disorders such as 
corticosteroids, anti-leukemic agents, and groWth factors; 
and agents for treating immunode?ciency disorders such as 
gamma globulin. 

[0085] Those additional agents may be administered sepa 
rately from the protein kinase inhibitor-containing compo 
sition, as part of a multiple dosage regimen. Alternatively, 
those agents may be part of a single dosage form, miXed 
together With the protein kinase inhibitor of this invention in 
a single composition. 

[0086] Compounds of this invention may eXist in alterna 
tive tautomeric forms, as in tautomers i and ii shoWn beloW. 
Unless otherWise indicated, the representation of either 
tautomer is meant to include the other. 

[0087] Preferred RX groups, When present, include hydro 
gen, alkyl- or dialkylamino, acetamido, or a CL4 aliphatic 
group such as methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, or isopropyl. 

[0088] Preferred Ry groups, When present, include Z-R3 or 
an optionally substituted group selected from C1_6 aliphatic, 
5-6 membered heterocyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 membered het 
eroaryl, Wherein Z is a methylene and R3 is —N(R4)2, 
—OR, or an optionally substituted group selected from C1_6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atoms. 
Preferred Ry groups include 5-6 membered heteroaryl or 
heterocyclyl rings, such as 2-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, pyrrolidi 
nyl, piperidinyl, morpholinyl, or piperaZinyl; C1_6 aliphatic, 
such as methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, isopropyl., or t-butyl; 
alkoxyalkylamino such as methoXyethylamino; alkoxyalkyl 
such as methoXymethyl or methoXyethyl; alkyl- or dialky 
lamino such as ethylamino or dimethylamino; alkyl- or 
dialkylaminoalkoXy such as dimethylaminopropyloXy; 
acetamido; and optionally substituted phenyl such as phenyl 
or halo-substituted phenyl. 

[0089] R2 and R2 may be taken together to form a fused 
ring, thus providing a bicyclic ring system containing a 
pyraZole ring. Preferred fused rings include benZo, pyrido, 
pyrimido, and a partially unsaturated 6-membered carbocy 
clo ring, Wherein said fused ring is optionally substituted. 
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These are exempli?ed in the folloWing formula I compounds 
having a pyraZole-containing bicyclic ring system: 

, and 

[0090] Preferred substituents on the R2/R2‘ fused ring 
include one or more of the folloWing: -halo, —N(R4)2, 
—Clr3 alkyl, —C1_3 haloalkyl, —NO2, —O(C1_3 alkyl), 
_co2(c1_3 alkyl), —CN, _so2(c1_3 alkyl), —SO2NH2, 
—OC(O)NH2, —NH2SO2(C1_3 alkyl), —NHC(O) (c1_3 
alkyl), —C(O)NH2, and —CO(C1_3 alkyl), Wherein the 
(C173 alkyl) is most preferably methyl. 

[0091] When the pyraZole ring system is monocyclic, 
preferred R2 groups include hydrogen, C1_4 aliphatic, 
alkoXycarbonyl, (un)substituted phenyl, hydroXyalkyl, 
alkoXyalkyl, aminocarbonyl, mono- or dialkylaminocarbo 
nyl, aminoalkyl, alkylaminoalkyl, dialkylaminoalkyl, phe 
nylaminocarbonyl, and (N-heterocyclyl)carbonyl. Examples 
of such preferred R2 substituents include methyl, cyclopro 
pyl, ethyl, isopropyl, propyl, t-butyl, cyclopentyl, phenyl, 
COZH, CO2CH3, CHZOH, CH2OCH3, CHZCHZCHZOH, 
CH2CH2CH2OCH3, CHZCHZCHZOCHZPh, 
CHZCHZCHZNHZ, CH2CH2CH2NHCOOC(CH3)3, CONH 
CH(CH3)2, CONHCH2CH=CH2, CONHCH2CH2OCH3, 
CONHCHZPh, CONH(cycloheXyl), CON(Et)2, 
CON(CH3)CH2Ph, CONH(n-C3H7), 
CON(Et)CH2CH2CH3, CONHCH2CH(CH3)2, CON(n 
C3H7)2, CO(3-methoXymethylpyrrolidin-1-yl), CONH(3 
tolyl), CONH(4-tolyl), CONHCH3, CO(morpholin-1-yl), 
CO(4-methylpiperaZin-1-yl), CONHCHZCHZOH, CONH2, 
and CO(piperidin-l-yl). A preferred R2 group is hydrogen. 

[0092] Preferred Q groups of formula I include —S—, 
—NH—, and —CH2—. More preferred Q groups of for 
mula I include —S— and —NH—. 
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[0093] Another embodiment of this invention relates to 
compounds of formula II: 

/ 
HN N 

N)\N 
i / 

Ry Z1 Q—R1 

[0094] or a pharmaceutically acceptable derivative or pro 
drug thereof, Wherein: 

[0095] Z1 is nitrogen or CR8; 

[0096] Ry is Z-R3' or an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl., a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5 -10 ring atoms, or Ry and R8 are taken together 
to form a fused, optionally substituted 5-7 membered, 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatoms selected from nitrogen, oxygen, or 
sulfur; 

[0097] Q is selected from —N(R4)—, —O—, —S—, or 
—CH(R6)—; 

[0098] R1 is T-(Ring D) 

[0099] Ring D is a 5-7 membered monocyclic ring or 
8-10 membered bicyclic ring selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, heterocyclyl or carbocyclyl, said heteroaryl or 
heterocyclyl ring having 1-4 ring heteroatoms selected 
from nitrogen, oXygen or sulfur, Wherein each substi 
tutable ring carbon of Ring D is independently substi 
tuted by OXO, T-RS, or V-Z-RS, and each substitutable 
ring nitrogen of Ring D is independently substituted by 
_R4; 

[0100] T is a valence bond or a CL4 alkylidene chain, 
Wherein When Q is —CH(R6)—, a methylene unit of 
said C1_4 alkylidene chain is optionally replaced by 
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[0103] R2 and R2‘ are independently selected from —R, 
-T-W—R6, or R2 and R2‘ are taken together With their 
intervening atoms to form a fused, 5-8 membered, 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatoms selected from nitrogen, oXygen, or 
sulfur, Wherein each substitutable ring carbon of said 
fused ring formed by R2 and R2’ is independently 
substituted by halo, OX0, CN, —NO2, —R7, or 
—V—R6, and each substitutable ring nitrogen of said 
ring formed by R2 and R2‘ is independently substituted 
by R4; 

[0104] R3’ is selected from -halo, —OR, —C(=O)R, 
—COZR, —COCOR, —COCHZCOR, —NO2, —CN, 
—S(O)R, —S(O)2R, —SR, —N(R4)2, —CON(R7)2, 
—SO2N(R7)2, —OC(=O)R, —N(R7)COR, 
—N(Rv)CO2 (C1_6 aliphatic), —N(R4)N(R4)2, 
—C=NN(R4)2, —C=N—OR, —N(R7)CON(R7)2, 
—N(R7)SO2N(R7)2, —N(R4)SO2R, 
—OC(=O)N(R7)2, or an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1]6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atoms; 

[0105] each R is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atoms; 

[0106] each R4 is independently selected from —R7, 
—COR7, —CO2 (optionally substituted C1_6 aliphatic), 
—CON(R7 2, or —SO2R7; 

[0107] each R5 is independently selected from —R, 
halo, —OR, —C(=O)R, _co2R, —COCOR, 
—NO2, —CN, —S(O)R, —SOZR, —SR, —N(R4)2, 

[0110] each R6 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted C1_ 4 aliphatic group, or tWo 
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R6 groups on the same nitrogen atom are taken together 
With the nitrogen atom to form a 5-6 membered het 
erocyclyl or heteroaryl ring; 

[0111] each R7 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted CL6 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R7 on the same nitrogen are taken together With the 
nitrogen to form a 5-8 membered heterocyclyl or 
heteroaryl ring; and 

[0112] R8 is selected from —R, halo, —OR, 
—C(=O)R, —COZR, —COCOR, —NO2, —CN, 
—S(O)R, —SOZR, —SR, —N(R4 2, —CON(R4)2, 
—SO2N(R4)2, —OC(=O)R, —N(R4)COR, 
—N(R4)CO2 (optionally substituted C1_6 aliphatic), 
—N(R4)N(R4)2, —C=NN(R4)2, —C=N—OR, 
—N(R4)CON(R4)2, —N(R4)SO2N(R4)2, 
—N(R4)SO2R, or —OC(=O)N(R4)2; provided that 
When Q is —NH— and Ry and R8 are taken together to 
form a fused ring, R1 is other than a pyraZol-3-yl ring 
or a pyraZol-3-yl-containing bicyclic ring system. 

[0113] Another embodiment of this invention relates to 
compounds of formula Ha: 

Ha 
R2 

/ 
N HN 

1*“ A A 
Ry N Q—R1 

[0114] or a pharmaceutically acceptable derivative or pro 
drug thereof, Wherein: 

[0115] Ry is Z-R3' or an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atoms; 

[0116] Q is selected from —N(R4)—, —O—, —S—, of 
—CH(R6)—; 

[0117] R1 is T-(Ring D); 
[0118] Ring D is a 5-7 membered monocyclic ring or 

8-10 membered bicyclic ring selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, heterocyclyl or carbocyclyl, said heteroaryl or 
heterocyclyl ring having 1-4 ring heteroatoms selected 
from nitrogen, oXygen or sulfur, Wherein each substi 
tutable ring carbon of Ring D is independently substi 
tuted by OXO, T-RS, or V-Z-RS, and each substitutable 
ring nitrogen of Ring D is independently substituted by 
_R4; 

[0119] T is a valence bond or a CL4 alkylidene chain, 
Wherein When Q is —CH(R6)—, a methylene unit of 
said CL4 alkylidene chain is optionally replaced by 
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[0120] Z is a C1_4 alkylidene chain; 

[0122] R2 and R2 are independently selected from —R, 
-T-W—R6, or R2 and R2‘ are taken together With their 
intervening atoms to form a fused, 5-8 membered, 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatoms selected from nitrogen, oXygen, or 
sulfur, Wherein each substitutable ring carbon of said 
fused ring formed by R2 and R2‘ is independently 
substituted by halo, OX0, —CN, —NO2, —R7, or 
—V—R6, and each substitutable ring nitrogen of said 
ring formed by R2 and R2‘ is independently substituted 
by R4; 

[0123] R3‘ is selected from -halo, —OR, —C(=O)R, 
—COZR, —COCOR, —COCHZCOR, —NO2, —CN, 
—S(O)R, —S(O)2R, —SR, —N(R4)2, —CON(R7)2, 
—SO2N(R7)2, —OC(=O)R, —N(R7)COR, 
—N(Rv)CO2 (C1_6 aliphatic), —N(R4)N(R4)2, 
—C=NN(R4)2, —C=N—OR, —N(R7)CON(R7)2, 
—N(R7)SO2N(R7)2, —N(R4)SO2R, 
—OC(=O)N(R7)2, or an optionally substituted group 
selected from CL6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atoms; 

[0124] each R is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-1-O ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atoms; 

[0125] each R4 is independently selected from —R7, 
—COR7, —CO2 (optionally substituted C1_6 aliphatic), 
—CON(R7)2, or —SO2R7; 

[0126] each R5 is independently selected from —R, 
halo, —OR, —C(=O)R, _co2R, —COCOR, 
—NO2, —CN, —S(O)R, —SOZR, —SR, —N(R4)2, 



[0129] each R6 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted C1_4 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R6 groups on the same nitrogen atom are taken together 
With the nitrogen atom to form a 5 -6 membered het 
erocyclyl or heteroaryl ring; and 

[0130] each R7 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted CL6 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R7 on the same nitrogen are taken together With the 
nitrogen to form a 5-8 membered heterocyclyl or 
heteroaryl ring. 

[0131] Preferred Ry groups of formula IIa include Z-R3v or 
an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 aliphatic, 
5-6 membered heterocyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 membered het 
eroaryl, Wherein Z is a methylene and R3‘ is —N(R4)2, 
—OR, or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atoms. 

[0132] Examples of preferred Ry groups include 2-pyridyl, 
4-pyridyl, pyrrolidinyl, piperidinyl, morpholinyl, piperaZi 
nyl, methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, isopropyl, t-butyl, alkoxy 
alkylamino such as methoxyethylamino, alkoxyalkyl such as 
methoxymethyl or methoxyethyl, alkyl- or dialkylamino 
such as ethylamino or dimethylamino, alkyl- or dialkylami 
noalkoxy such as dimethylaminopropyloxy, acetamido, 
optionally substituted phenyl such as phenyl or halo-substi 
tuted phenyl. 

[0133] The R2 and R2 groups of formula IIa may be taken 
together to form a fused ring, thus providing a bicyclic ring 
system containing a pyraZole ring. Preferred fused rings 
include benZo, pyrido, pyrimido, and a partially unsaturated 
6-membered carbocyclo ring. These are exempli?ed in the 
folloWing formula IIa compounds having a pyraZole-con 
taining bicyclic ring system: 

\ / \N 
HN N / 

A / 
\ NH 

N N \ / 
N i A 

Ry N Q—R1, 
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-continued 

7 \ 7/\N 
/ / / 

NH NH NH 
\ / \ / \ / 

N N N 

> ,and 

[0134] Preferred substituents on the R2/R2v fused ring of 
formula IIa include one or more of the folloWing: -halo, 

—N(R4 2, —C1_4 alkyl, —C1_4 haloalkyl, —NO2, —O(C1_4 
alkyl), —CO2(C1_4 alkyl), —CN, —SO2(C1_4 alkyl), 
—SO2NH2, —OC(O)NH2, —NH2SO2(C1_4 alkyl), 
—NHC(O) (C1_4 alkyl), —C(O)NH2, and —CO(C1_4 alkyl), 
Wherein the (CL4 alkyl) is a straight, branched, or cyclic 
alkyl group. Preferably, the (C1_ 4 alkyl) group is methyl. 

[0135] When the pyraZole ring system of formula IIa is 
monocyclic, preferred R2 groups include hydrogen or a 
substituted or unsubstituted group selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, or a CL6 aliphatic group. Examples of such pre 
ferred R2 groups include H, methyl, ethyl, propyl, cyclopro 
pyl, i-propyl, cyclopentyl, hydroxypropyl, methoxypropyl, 
and benZyloxypropyl. A preferred R2‘ group is hydrogen. 

[0136] When Ring D of formula IIa is monocyclic, pre 
ferred Ring D groups include phenyl, pyridyl, pyridaZinyl, 
pyrimidinyl, and pyraZinyl. 

[0137] When Ring D of formula IIa is bicyclic, preferred 
bicyclic Ring D groups include naphthyl, tetrahydronaph 
thyl, indanyl, benZimidaZolyl, quinolinyl, indolyl, isoin 
dolyl, indolinyl, benZo[b]furyl, benZo[b]thiophenyl, inda 
Zolyl, benZothiaZolyl, cinnolinyl, phthalaZinyl, quinaZolinyl, 
quinoxaZolinyl, 1,8-naphthyridinyl and isoquinolinyl. 

[0138] On Ring D of formula IIa, preferred T-R5 or V-Z-R5 
substituents include -halo, —CN, —NO2, —N(R4)2, option 
ally substituted C1_6 aliphatic group, —OR, —C(O)R, 
—COZR, —CONH(R4), —N(R4)COR, —N(R4)CO2R, 
—SO2N(R4)2, —N(R4)SO2R, —N(R6)COCH2N(R4)2, 
—N(R6)COCH2CH2N(R4)2, and 
—N(R6)COCH2CH2CH2N(R4 2, Wherein R is selected from 
hydrogen, CL6 aliphatic, phenyl, a 5-6 membered heteroaryl 
ring, or a 5-6 membered heterocyclic ring. More preferred 
R substituents include —Cl, —Br, —F, —CN, —CF3, 
—COOH, —CONHMe, —CONHEt, —NH2, —NHAc, 
—NHSOZMe, —NHSOZEt, —NHSO2(n-propyl), 
—NHSO2(isopropyl), —NHCOEt, —NHCOCH2NHCH3, 

—NHCOCH2CH2CH2N(CH3)2, —NHCO(cyclopropyl), 
—NHCO(isobutyl), —NHCOCH2(morpholin-4-yl), 
—NHCOCH2CH2(morpholin-4-yl), 
—NHCOCH2CH2CH2(morpholin-4-yl), —NHCO2(t-bu 
tyl), —NH(C1_4 aliphatic) such as NHME, —N(C1_4 ali 
phatic)2 such as —NMe2, OH, —O(C1_4 aliphatic) such as 
—OMe, CL4 aliphatic such as methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, 
isopropyl, or t-butyl, and —CO2(C1_4 aliphatic). 
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[0139] Preferred formula IIa compounds have one or 
more, and more preferably all, of the features selected from 
the group consisting of: 

[0140] (a) Ry is Z-R3' or an optionally substituted 
group selected from C1_6 aliphatic, 5-6 membered 
heterocyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 membered heteroaryl, 
Wherein Z is a methylene and R3 is —N(R4)2, —OR, 
or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 
ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms; 

[0141] (b) R1 is T-(Ring D), Wherein T is a valence 
bond or a methylene unit; 

[0142] (c) Ring D is a 5-7 membered monocyclic or 
an 8-10 membered bicyclic aryl or heteroaryl ring; 
and 

[0143] (d) R2 is —R or -T-W—R6 and R2‘ is hydro 
gen, or R2 and R2‘ are taken together to form an 
optionally substituted benZo ring. 

[0144] More preferred compounds of formula IIa have one 
or more, and more preferably all, of the features selected 
from the group consisting of: 

[0145] (a) Ry is an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, 5-6 membered hetero 
cyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 membered heteroaryl; 

[0146] (b) R1 is T-(Ring D), Wherein T is a valence 
bond and Q is —S—, —NH—, or —CH2—; 

[0147] (c) Ring D is a 5-6 membered monocyclic or 
an 8-10 membered bicyclic aryl or heteroaryl ring; 
and 

[0148] (d) R2 is —R and R2 is hydrogen, Wherein R 
is selected from hydrogen, C1_6 aliphatic, phenyl, a 
5-6 membered heteroaryl ring, or a 5-6 membered 
heterocyclic ring. 

[0149] Even more preferred compounds of formula IIa 
have one or more, and more preferably all, of the features 
selected from the group consisting of: 

[0150] (a) Ry is selected from 2-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, 
pyrrolidinyl, piperidinyl, morpholinyl, piperaZinyl, 
methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, isopropyl, t-butyl, 
alkoxyalkylamino, alkoXyalkyl, alkyl- or dialky 
lamino, alkyl- or dialkylaminoalkoxy, acetamido, 
optionally substituted phenyl, or methoXymethyl; 

[0151] (b) R1 is T-(Ring D), Wherein T is a valence 
bond and Ring D is a 5-6 membered aryl or het 
eroaryl ring, Wherein Ring D is optionally substi 
tuted With one to tWo groups selected from -halo, 
—CN, —NO2, —N(R4 2! optionally substituted CL6 
aliphatic group, —OR, —COZR, —CONH(R4), 

[0152] (c) R2 is hydrogen or a substituted or unsub 
stituted C1_6 aliphatic, and L is —O—, —S—, or 
—NH—. 
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[0153] Representative compounds of formula IIa are 
shoWn beloW in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

Me 

/ 
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HN N 
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EZ\ / 

Me 

N SOZMe 
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TABLE l-continued 
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TABLE l-continued 
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TABLE 1-continued 
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[0154] In another embodiment, this invention provides a 
composition comprising a compound of formula IIa and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

[0155] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of treating or preventing an Aurora-2-mediated disease With 
an Aurora-2 inhibitor, Which method comprises administer 
ing to a patient in need of such a treatment a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula IIa or a phar 
maceutical composition thereof. 

[0156] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of inhibiting Aurora-2 activity in a patient, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a compound of for 
mula IIa or a composition comprising said compound. 

[0157] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of treating or preventing a GSK-3-mediated disease With a 
GSK-3 inhibitor, Which method comprises administering to 
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a patient in need of such-treatment a therapeutically effec 
tive amount of a compound of formula IIa or a pharmaceu 
tical composition thereof. 

[0158] One aspect of this invention relates to a method of 
enhancing glycogen synthesis and/or loWering blood levels 
of glucose in a patient in need thereof, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula IIa or a phar 
maceutical composition thereof. This method is especially 
useful for diabetic patients. Another method relates to inhib 
iting the production of hyperphosphorylated Tau protein, 
Which is useful in halting or sloWing the progression of 
AlZheimer’s disease. Another method relates to inhibiting 
the phosphorylation of [3-catenin, Which is useful for treating 
schiZophrenia. 

[0159] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of inhibiting GSK-3 activity in a patient, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a compound of for 
mula IIa or a composition comprising said compound. 

[0160] Another method relates to inhibiting Aurora-2 or 
GSK-3 activity in a biological sample, Which method com 
prises contacting the biological sample With the Aurora-2 or 
GSK-3 inhibitor of formula IIa, or a pharmaceutical com 
position thereof, in an amount effective to inhibit Aurora-2 
or GSK-3. 

[0161] Each of the aforementioned methods directed to the 
inhibition of Aurora-2 or GSK-3, or the treatment of a 
disease alleviated thereby, is preferably carried out With a 
preferred compound of formula IIa, as described above. 

[0162] Another embodiment of this invention relates to 
compounds of formula IIb: 

IIb 
R2 

R2’ 
/ 

NH 
\ / 

j]; N 
l \N 

1 
/ R 

Ry Q/ 

R8 

[0163] or a pharmaceutically acceptable derivative or pro 
drug thereof, Wherein: 

[0164] Ry is Z-R3' or an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atoms, or Ry and Re are taken together 
to form a fused, optionally substituted 5-7 membered, 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatoms selected from nitrogen, oXygen, or 
sulfur; 

[0165] Q is selected from —N(R4)—, —O—, —S—, of 
—CH(R6)—; 
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[0166] R1 is T-(Ring D); 
[0167] Ring D is a 5-7 rnernbered rnonocyclic ring or 

8-10 rnernbered bicyclic ring selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, heterocyclyl or carbocyclyl, said heteroaryl or 
heterocyclyl ring having 1-4 ring heteroatorns selected 
from nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur, Wherein each substi 
tutable ring carbon of Ring D is independently substi 
tuted by OXO, T-RS, or V-Z-RS, and each substitutable 
ring 4nitrogen of Ring D is independently substituted by 
_R ; 

[0168] T is a valence bond or a CL4 alkylidene chain, 
Wherein When Q is —CH(R6)—, a methylene unit of 
said CL4 alkylidene chain is optionally replaced by 

[0171] R2 and R2‘ are independently selected from —R, 
-T-W—R6, or R2 and R2‘ are taken together With their 
intervening atoms to form a fused, 5-8 rnernbered, 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated, ring having 0-3 
ring heteroatorns selected from nitrogen, oxygen, or 
sulfur, Wherein each substitutable ring carbon of said 
fused ring formed by R2 and R2 is independently 
substituted by halo, OX0, —CN, —NO2, —R7, or 
—V—R6, and each substitutable ring nitrogen of said 
ring formed by R2 and R2 is independently substituted 
by R ; 

—OC(=O)N(R7)2, or an optionally-substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl 
ring having 5-10 ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring 
having 5-10 ring atorns; 

[0173] each R is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atorns; 

[0174] each R4 is independently selected from —R7, 
—COR7, —CO2 (optionally substituted C1_6 aliphatic) 
CON(R7)2, or —SO2R7; 

[0175] each R5 is independently selected from —R, 
halo, —OR, —C(=O)R, _co2R, —COCOR, 
—NO2, —CN, —S(O)R, _so2R, —SR, —N(R4)2, 
—CON(R4 2, —SO2N(R4)2, —OC(=O)R, 
—N(R4)COR, —N(R“)CO2 (optionally substituted C176 
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[0178] each R6 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted C1_ 4 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R6 groups on the same nitrogen atom are taken together 
With the nitrogen atom to form a 5 —6 rnernbered het 
erocyclyl or heteroaryl ring; 

[0179] each R7 is independently selected from hydrogen 
or an optionally substituted CL6 aliphatic group, or tWo 
R7 on the same nitrogen are taken together With the 
nitrogen to form a 5-8 rnernbered heterocyclyl or 
heteroaryl ring; and 

[0180] R8 is selected from —R, halo, —OR, 
—C(=O)R, —COZR, —COCOR, —NO2, —CN, 
—S(O)R, —SOZR, —SR, —N(R4 2, —CON(R4)2, 
—SO2N(R4)2, —OC(=O)R, —N(R4)COR, 
—N(R4)CO2(optionally substituted CL6 aliphatic), 
—N(R4)N(R4)2, —C=NN(R4)2, —C=N—OR, 
—N(R4)CON(R4)2, —N(R4)SO2N(R4)2, 
—N(R4)SO2R, or —OC(=O)N(R4)2; provided that 
When Q is —NH— and Ry and R8 are taken together to 
form a fused ring, R1 is other than a pyraZol-3-yl ring 
or a pyraZol-3-yl-containing bicyclic ring system. 

[0181] Preferred Ry groups of formula IIb include Z-R3 or 
an optionally substituted group selected from C1_6 aliphatic, 
5-6 rnernbered heterocyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 rnernbered het 
eroaryl, Wherein Z is a methylene and R3‘ is —N(R4)2, 
—OR, or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring atorns. 

[0182] Examples of preferred Ry groups include 2-pyridyl, 
4-pyridyl, pyrrolidinyl, piperidinyl, rnorpholinyl, piperaZi 
nyl, methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, isopropyl, t-butyl, alkoXy 
alkylarnino such as rnethoXyethylarnino, alkoxyalkyl such as 
rnethoXyrnethyl or rnethoXyethyl, alkyl- or dialkylarnino 
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such as ethylamino or dimethylamino, alkyl- or dialkylami 
noalkoxy such as dimethylaminopropyloxy, acetamido, 
optionally substituted phenyl such as phenyl or halo-substi 
tuted phenyl. 

[0183] The R2 and R2’ groups of formula IIb may be taken 
together to form a fused ring, thus providing a bicyclic ring 
system containing a pyraZole ring. Preferred fused rings 
include benZo, pyrido, pyrimido, and a partially unsaturated 
6-membered carbocyclo ring. These are exempli?ed in the 
folloWing formula IIb compounds having a pyraZole-con 
taining bicyclic ring system: 

[0184] Preferred substituents on the R2/R2v fused ring of 
formula IIb include one or more of the folloWing: -halo, 
—N(R4 2, —C1_4 alkyl, —C1_4 haloalkyl, —NO2, —O(C1_4 
alkyl), —CO2(C1_4 alkyl), —CN, —SO2(C1_4 alkyl), 
—SO2NH2, —OC(O)NH2, —NH2SO2(C1_4 alkyl), 
—NHC(O) (C1_ 4 alkyl), —C(O)NH2, and —CO(C1_4 alkyl), 
Wherein the (CL4 alkyl) is a straight, branched, or cyclic 
alkyl group. Preferably, the (C1_ 4 alkyl) group is methyl. 

[0185] When the pyraZole ring system of formula IIb is 
monocyclic, preferred R2 groups include hydrogen or a 
substituted or unsubstituted group selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, or a CL6 aliphatic group. Examples of such pre 
ferred R2 groups include H, methyl, ethyl, propyl, cyclopro 
pyl, i-propyl, cyclopentyl, hydroxypropyl, methoxypropyl, 
and benZyloxypropyl. A preferred R2 group is hydrogen. 

[0186] When Ring D of formula IIb is monocyclic, pre 
ferred Ring D groups include phenyl, pyridyl, pyridaZinyl, 
pyrimidinyl, and pyraZinyl. 

[0187] When Ring D of formula IIb is bicyclic, preferred 
bicyclic Ring D groups include naphthyl, tetrahydronaph 
thyl, indanyl, benZimidaZolyl, quinolinyl, indolyl, isoin 
dolyl, indolinyl, benZo[b]furyl, benZo[b]thiophenyl, inda 
Zolyl, benZothiaZolyl, cinnolinyl, phthalaZinyl, quinaZolinyl, 
quinoxaZolinyl, 1,8-naphthyridinyl and isoquinolinyl. 

[0188] On Ring D of formula IIb, preferred T-R5 or 
V-Z-R substituents include -halo, —CN, —NO2, —N(R4)2, 
optionally substituted C1_6 aliphatic group, —OR, —C(O)R, 
_co2R, —CONH(R4), —N(R4)COR, —N(R4)CO2R, 
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—SO2N(R4)2, —N(R4)SO2R, —N(R6)COCH2N(R4)2, 
—N(R6)COCH2CH2N(R4)2, and 
—N(R6)COCH2CH2CH2N(R4)2, Wherein R is selected from 
hydrogen, C1_6 aliphatic, phenyl, a 5-6 membered heteroaryl 
ring, or a 5-6 membered heterocyclic ring. More preferred 
R substituents include —Cl, —Br, —F, —CN, —CF3, 
—COOH, —CONHMe, —CONHEt, —NH2, —NHAC, 
—NHSOZMe, —NHSOZEt, —NHSO2 (n-propyl), 
—NHSO2 (isopropyl), —NHCOEt, —NHCOCH2NHCH3, 

—NHCOCH2CH2(morpholin-4-yl), 
—NHCOCH2CH2CH2(morpholin-4-yl), —NHCO2(t-bu 
tyl), —NH(C1_4 aliphatic) such as —NHMe, —N(C1_4 ali 
phatic)2 such as —NMe2, OH, —O(C1_4 aliphatic) such as 
—OMe, CL4 aliphatic such as methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, 
isopropyl, or t-butyl, and —CO2(C1_4 aliphatic). 

[0189] When Ry and R8 are taken together to form a fused 
ring, preferred rings formed by Ry and R8 include 5-6 
membered unsaturated or partially unsaturated rings having 
0-2 heteroatoms. More preferred fused rings formed by Ry 
and R8 include benZo, cyclohexo, and pyrido. 

[0190] Preferred R8 groups of formula IIb, When present, 
include R, OR, and N(R4)2. Examples of preferred R8 
include methyl, ethyl, NH2, NHZCHZCHZNH, 
N(CH3)2CH2CH2NH, N(CH3)2CH2CH2O, (piperidin-l 
yl)CH2CH2O, and NHZCHZCHZO. 
[0191] Preferred formula IIb compounds have one or 
more, and more preferably all, of the features selected from 
the group consisting of: 

[0192] (a) Ry is Z-R3' or an optionally substituted 
group selected from C1_6 aliphatic, 5-6 membered 
heterocyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 membered heteroaryl, 
Wherein Z is a methylene and R3‘ is —N(R4)2, —OR, 
or an optionally substituted group selected from CL6 
aliphatic, C6_1O aryl, a heteroaryl ring having 5-10 
ring atoms, or a heterocyclyl ring having 5-10 ring 
atoms; 

[0193] (b) R1 is T-(Ring D), Wherein T is a valence 
bond or a methylene unit; 

[0194] (c) Ring D is a 5-7 membered monocyclic or 
an 8-10 membered bicyclic aryl or heteroaryl ring; 
and 

[0195] (d) R2 is —R or -T-W—R6 and R2 is hydro 
gen, or R2 and R2 are taken together to form an 
optionally substituted benZo ring. 

[0196] More preferred compounds of formula IIb have one 
or more, and more preferably all, of the features selected 
from the group consisting of: 

[0197] (a) Ry is an optionally substituted group 
selected from C1_6 aliphatic, 5-6-membered hetero 
cyclyl, phenyl, or 5-6 membered heteroaryl; 

[0198] (b) R1 is T-(Ring D), Wherein T is a valence 
bond, and Q is —S—, —NH—, or —CH2—; 

[0199] (c) Ring D is a 5-6 membered monocyclic or 
an 8-10 membered bicyclic aryl or heteroaryl ring; 
and 

[0200] (d) R2 is —R and R2 is hydrogen, Wherein R 
is selected from hydrogen, C1_6 aliphatic, phenyl, a 
5-6 membered heteroaryl ring, or a 5-6 membered 
heterocyclic ring. 
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[0201] Even more preferred compounds of formula IIb 
have one or more, and more preferably all, of the features 
selected from the group consisting of: 

[0202] (a) Ry is selected from 2-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, 
pyrrolidinyl, piperidinyl, morpholinyl, piperaZinyl, 
methyl, ethyl, cyclopropyl, isopropyl, t-butyl, 
alkoxyalkylamino, alkoXyalkyl, alkyl- or dialky 
lamino, alkyl- or dialkylaminoalkoxy, acetamido, 
optionally substituted phenyl, or methoXymethyl, or 
Ry and R8 are taken together to form a 5-6 membered 
unsaturated or partially unsaturated ring having 0-2 
heteroatoms selected from nitrogen, oxygen, or sul 

fur; 

[0203] (b) R1 is T-(Ring D), Wherein T is a valence 
bond and Ring D is a 5-6 membered aryl or het 
eroaryl ring, Wherein Ring D is optionally substi 
tuted With one to tWo groups selected from -halo, 

—CN, —NO2, —N(R4)2, optionally substituted CL6 
aliphatic group, —OR, —COZR, —CONH(R4), 

[0204] (c) R2 is hydrogen or a substituted or unsub 
stituted CL6 aliphatic, and L is —O—, —S—, or 
—NH—. 

[0205] Representative compounds of formula IIb are 
shoWn beloW in Table 2. 

TABLE 2 

Me 
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NH 
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N 

/ 
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TABLE 2-continued 

IIb-15 

[0206] In another embodiment, this invention provides a 
composition comprising a compound of formula IIb and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

[0207] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of treating or preventing an Aurora-2-mediated disease With 
an Aurora-2 inhibitor, Which method comprises administer 
ing to a patient in need of such a treatment a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula IIb or a phar 
maceutical composition thereof. 

[0208] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of inhibiting Aurora-2 activity in a patient, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a compound of for 
mula IIb or a composition comprising said compound. 

[0209] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of treating or preventing a GSK-3-mediated disease With a 
GSK-3 inhibitor, Which method comprises administering to 
a patient in need of such a treatment a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula IIb or a phar 
maceutical composition thereof. 

[0210] One aspect of this invention relates to a method of 
enhancing glycogen synthesis and/or loWering blood levels 
of glucose in a patient in need thereof, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound of formula IIb or a phar 
maceutical composition thereof. This method is especially 
useful for diabetic patients. Another method relates to inhib 
iting the production of hyperphosphorylated Tau protein, 
Which is useful in halting or sloWing the progression of 
AlZheimer’s disease. Another method relates to inhibiting 
the phosphorylation of [3-catenin, Which is useful for treating 
schiZophrenia. 
[0211] Another aspect of this invention relates to a method 
of inhibiting GSK-3 activity in a patient, Which method 
comprises administering to the patient a compound of for 
mula IIb or a composition comprising said compound. 

[0212] Another method relates to inhibiting Aurora-2 or 
GSK-3 activity in a biological sample, Which method com 
prises contacting the biological sample With the Aurora-2 or 
GSK-3 inhibitor of formula IIb, or a pharmaceutical com 
position thereof, in an amount effective to inhibit Aurora 
2-or GSK-3. 

[0213] Each of the aforementioned methods directed to the 
inhibition of Aurora-2 or GSK-3, or the treatment of a 
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disease alleviated thereby, is preferably carried out With a 
preferred compound of formula IIb, as described above. 

[0214] Another embodiment of this invention relates to 
compounds of formula III: 

III 

[0215] or a pharmaceutically acceptable derivative or pro 
drug thereof, Wherein: 

[0216] Z1 is nitrogen or CR8, Z2 is nitrogen or CH, and 
Z3 is nitrogen or CRX, provided that one of Z1 and Z3 
is nitrogen; 

[0218] Q is selected from —N(R4)—, —O—, —S—, of 
—CH(R6)—; 

[0219] R1 is T-(Ring D); 
[0220] Ring D is a 5-7 membered monocyclic ring or 

8-10 membered bicyclic ring selected from aryl, het 
eroaryl, heterocyclyl or carbocyclyl, said heteroaryl or 
heterocyclyl ring having 1-4 ring heteroatoms selected 
from nitrogen, oXygen or sulfur, Wherein each substi 
tutable ring carbon of Ring D is independently substi 
tuted by OXO, T-RS, or V-Z-RS, and each substitutable 
ring nitrogen of Ring D is independently substituted by 
_R4; 

[0221] T is a valence bond or a CL4 alkylidene chain, 
Wherein When Q is —CH(R6)—, a methylene unit of 
said CL4 alkylidene chain is optionally replaced by 

—C(R6)2N(R6)CON(R6)—; R2 and R2‘ are indepen 
dently selected from —R, -T-W—R6, or R2 and R2‘ are 
taken together With their intervening atoms to form a 
fused, 5-8 membered, unsaturated or partially unsatur 




























