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(54) CHRISTMAS TREE WATERING DEVICE (57) ABSTRACT 

AND METHOD The present invention provides a Christmas tree Watering 
device or system. The Christmas tree Watering device com 

. . . rises an ice chute assembl usable in combination With a 

(76) Inventor: gallhgm lhlilu?lsk’ Mlnburn of Old IChristmas tree Water reser§voir The ice chute assembly 
1 me ’ ( ) comprises an ice chute and a knockdown type dipstick. The 

Correspondence Address: ice chute comprises an ice inlet, an ice outlet, a reservoir 
MERONI + MERONI engaging ?ange, and a continuous, substantially rectangular, 
P_0_ BOX 309 lateral cross section for channeling ice cubes. Additionally, 
HARRINGTON’ IL 60011 (Us) the present invention provides an ice chute Whereby the 

entire exterior chute surface is provided With ornamental 
(21) APPL NO: 10/356,965 markings in a ladder-shaped design. The ornamental ice 

chute thus resembles an ornamental ladder leading from the 
(22) Filed; Feb 3, 2003 Christmas tree Water reservoir to a select Christmas tree 

branch. Further, the ornamental ice chute is adorned With an 
Publication Classi?cation ornamental ?gurine posed so as to create an amusing Christ 

mas ornament, the amusing the amusing Christmas orna 
(51) Int. Cl.7 ........................... .. A47G 7/02; A47G 33/12 ment being that of an ornamental character climbing the 
(52) US. Cl. ............................................................. .. 47/40.5 ornamental ladder. 
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CHRISTMAS TREE WATERING DEVICE AND 
METHOD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to an irri 
gation system for earthen products. More particularly, the 
present invention relates to chute or conduit means for 
delivering Water to select areas or regions adjacent basal 
plant structure. Speci?cally, the present invention relates to 
a uniquely con?gured chute for delivering ice cubes to 
Christmas tree Water reservoirs. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] It is Widely accepted that the Christmas tree or 
“Tannenbaum” is a German tradition dating from as early as 
700 AD. During the 1800’s, hoWever, Germans began 
immigrating to the United States, settling primarily in Penn 
sylvania, and in the Wake of this German immigration, the 
Christmas tree tradition quickly spread to the United States. 
Not surprisingly, Christmas trees have been sold commer 
cially in the United States since the mid 1800’s. Currently, 
approximately 36 million Christmas trees are produced each 
year, a majority of Which are produced or groWn on Christ 
mas tree farms or plantations. Experts estimate that more 
than 1 million acres of land have been planted With Christ 
mas trees and, in North America alone, there are more than 
15,000 Christmas tree farmers. 

[0005] Entrepreneurs have generally taken note of the 
lucrative market surrounding the Christmas season, and, in 
particular, have developed niche ventures involving the 
Christmas tree tradition. In this regard, numerous Christmas 
tree ornaments, lights, stands, and even a host of arti?cial 
Christmas trees have been developed. The primary accom 
paniment to any natural Christmas tree, hoWever, is Water. 
Without a Water supply, the natural or live Christmas tree 
Will quickly dry out. On the other hand, With proper care and 
an adequate Water supply, the average natural or fresh 
Christmas tree should last at least ?ve to siX Weeks. While 
there are numerous additives that may be added to a Christ 
mas tree Water supply to prolong the typical natural Christ 
mas tree life, Water alone is generally considered to be 
adequate to keep a natural Christmas tree alive for the 
holiday season. 

[0006] One of the most common and economical means to 
provide a natural Christmas tree With a Water supply is to 
provide the natural Christmas tree With a Christmas tree 
stand having a Water reservoir or Water basin into Which a 
cut Christmas tree base may be placed. It is noted that the 
average Christmas tree With sap seals removed (a cut 
Christmas tree Will normally develop a sap seal over the cut 
base) can absorb as much as 1 gallon (3.79 liters) of Water 
per day. A general rule, according to the National Christmas 
Tree Association, is that one quart (0.95 liters) of Water is 
required for each inch (2.54 cm) of the trunk’s diameter. 
Therefore, if a given Christmas tree is about 6 feet (1.83 
meters) tall With a trunk that measures about 4 inches (10 
cm) in diameter, the Christmas tree stand With Water reser 
voir should hold at least 1 gallon (3.79 liters) of Water. 

[0007] While it is further noted that Christmas tree farmers 
Will periodically shear the groWing Christmas trees before 
harvest to obtain the most commercially desirable Christmas 
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tree taper, even a Christmas tree With a relatively small taper 
Will have bulky lateral groWth at the base of the tree Where 
Christmas tree Water reservoirs are typically located. Filling 
and re?lling a Christmas tree Water reservoir can therefore 
be a cumbersome process often requiring the natural Christ 
mas tree enthusiast to “bend doWn, get on one’s knees, or sit 
doWn on the ?oor” as has been noted US. Pat. No. 5,535, 
547. It Will thus be seen that Christmas tree Water delivery 
systems that do not require the natural Christmas tree 
enthusiast to bend doWn, get on one’s knees or sit doWn on 
the ?oor are effective and useful systems, enabling enthu 
siasts to more easily maintain Water levels in the Christmas 
tree Water reservoir. In this regard, the prior art teaches a 
variety of Christmas tree or plant Water delivery devices, 
some of Which are described hereinafter. 

[0008] For example, US. Pat. No. 5,473,838 (’838 
Patent), Which issued to Denbigh, discloses a Christmas Tree 
Watering Device. The ’838 Patent teaches a device for 
conveying irrigation Water to a Christmas tree stand and 
?uid boWl. The device comprises a funnel securable to a 
branch of a tree. A tubular conduit eXtends from the funnel 
along the tree trunk and terminates Within the ?uid boWl, 
thereby permitting ?uid to be added to the ?uid boWl Without 
requiring an individual to directly access the ?uid boWl. 

[0009] It Will be seen from a revieW of the ’838 Patent, 
hoWever, that the disclosed Christmas Tree Watering Device 
does not teach an ice chute assembly for channeling pieces 
of froZen Water or ice from a superior depository location 
adjacent a select Christmas tree branch to an inferior outlet 
location, namely a Christmas tree Water reservoir. It Will be 
further seen that the ’838 Patent does not teach an ice chute 
assembly comprising in combination, a rigid, substantially 
linear ice chute for channeling ice and a dipstick preferably 
housed Within the ice chute for monitoring the Water level in 
the Christmas tree Water reservoir. Further, the ’838 Patent 
does not teach an ice chute Wherein the conduit length 
comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral 
cross section for channeling cubic pieces of ice or ice cubes. 
Further, the ’838 Patent does not teach an ice chute assembly 
Wherein the eXterior surface of the ice chute comprises 
decorative markings, speci?cally arranged to resemble a 
ladder-shaped design upon Which may be positioned a posed 
ornamental ?gurine so as to create an amusing Christmas 
ornament, the amusing Christmas ornament being that of a 
character climbing the ladder-shaped design. 

[0010] US. Pat. No. 5,513,677 (’677 Patent), Which 
issued to McCurry, discloses a Remote Fill Receptacle. The 
’677 Patent teaches a receptacle body and a receptacle 
conduit for ?lling a tree stand Water reservoir. Water is 
received via an inlet opening in the upper portion of the body 
and outlets the Water through an outlet opening in the loWer 
portion of the body into the conduit, Which directs the Water 
from the outlet opening to the reservoir. 

[0011] It Will be seen from a revieW of the ’677 Patent, 
hoWever, that the disclosed Remote Fill Receptacle also 
does not teach an ice chute assembly for channeling pieces 
of ice from a superior depository location adjacent a select 
Christmas tree branch to an inferior outlet location, namely 
a Christmas tree Water reservoir. It Will be further seen that 
the ’677 Patent does not teach an ice chute assembly 
comprising in combination, a rigid, substantially linear ice 
chute for channeling pieces or chunks of ice and a knock 
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doWn type dipstick housed Within the ice chute for moni 
toring the Water level in the Christmas tree Water reservoir. 
Further, the ’677 Patent does not teach an ice chute Wherein 
the conduit length comprises a continuous, substantially 
rectangular, lateral cross section for channeling cubic pieces 
of ice. Further, the ’677 Patent does not teach an ice chute 
assembly Wherein the exterior surface of the ice chute 
comprises decorative markings, speci?cally arranged to 
resemble a ladder-shaped design upon Which may be posi 
tioned a posed ornamental ?gurine so as to create an 
amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing Christmas orna 
ment being that of a character climbing the ladder-shaped 
design. 

[0012] Us. Pat. No. 5,535,547 (’547 Patent), Which 
issued to Brunengo, discloses a Conduit and Float Gauge 
Apparatus. The Conduit and Float Gauge Apparatus com 
prises a conduit unit Which includes a bottom portion for 
placement in a Water-retaining receptacle. At least one 
connector assembly connects the conduit unit to a Christmas 
tree, such that the connector assembly stabiliZes the conduit 
unit in a substantially vertical orientation. A ?oat assembly 
is housed Within the conduit unit and includes a ?otation 
member located Within the bottom end portion of the conduit 
unit. The conduit unit has a linear length sufficient to permit 
a person to add Water to the top end portion of the conduit 
unit Without bending doWn, getting on one’s knees, or sitting 
doWn on the ?oor. 

[0013] It Will be seen from a revieW of the ’547 Patent that 
the disclosed Conduit and Float Gauge Apparatus does not 
teach an ice chute assembly for channeling ice chunks from 
a superior depository location adjacent a select Christmas 
tree branch to an inferior outlet location, emptying into a 
Christmas tree Water reservoir. It Will be further seen that the 
’547 Patent does not teach an ice chute assembly comprising 
in combination, a rigid, substantially linear ice chute for 
channeling ice chunks and a dipstick of a knockdoWn type 
housed Within the ice chute for monitoring the Water level in 
the Christmas tree Water reservoir. Further, the ’547 Patent 
does not teach an ice chute Wherein the conduit length 
comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral 
cross section for channeling cubic ice chunks. Further, the 
’547 Patent does not teach an ice chute assembly Wherein the 
exterior surface of the ice chute comprises decorative mark 
ings, speci?cally arranged to resemble a ladder-shaped 
design upon Which may be positioned a posed ornamental 
?gurine. The ’547 Patent thus does not teach an ice chute 
assembly Wherein the ice chute assembly comprises an 
ornamental character climbing an ornamental ladder. 

[0014] Us. Pat. No. 5,615,516 (’516 Patent), Which 
issued to BroWn, discloses a Watering Device. The Watering 
Device comprises ornament-shaped inlet housing and an 
outlet. A?exible tube is attached to the outlet. Water poured 
into the inlet housing exits through the outlet and into the 
tube. The tube, typically hidden Within the tree, can extend 
doWnWard and into a base or reservoir. Water, traveling 
doWn the tube, typically exits the tube into the base. 

[0015] It Will be seen from a revieW of the ’5 16 Patent that 
the disclosed Watering Device does not teach an ice chute 
assembly for channeling ice chunks from a superior deposi 
tory location adjacent a select Christmas tree branch to an 
inferior outlet location, namely a Christmas tree Water 
reservoir. It Will be further seen that the ’516 Patent does not 
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teach an ice chute assembly comprising in combination, a 
rigid, substantially linear ice chute for channeling ice chunks 
and a knockdoWn type dipstick housed Within the ice chute 
for monitoring the Water level in the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir. Further, the ’516 Patent does not teach an ice chute 
Wherein the conduit length comprises a continuous, substan 
tially rectangular, lateral cross section for channeling cubic 
ice chunks. Further, the ’516 Patent does not teach an ice 
chute assembly Wherein the exterior surface of the ice chute 
comprises decorative markings, speci?cally arranged to 
resemble a ladder-shaped design upon Which may be posi 
tioned a posed ornamental ?gurine so as to create an 
amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing Christmas orna 
ment being that of a character climbing the ladder-shaped 
design. 

[0016] US. Pat. No. 5,661,926 (’926 Patent), Which 
issued to Granger, discloses a Christmas Tree Watering 
Funnel With Indicating System. The invention of the ’926 
Patent comprises a rigid funnel body having integrally 
formed top, center, and bottom portions. The funnel has a 
frusto-conical cross-section that tapers from the top portion 
to the bottom portion. A ?exible coupling is integrally 
formed betWeen the portions of the funnel to hold them in a 
desired angular relationship. An indicating system is af?xed 
to the top portion of the funnel. When the Water supply in the 
stand has fallen beloW a desired minimum level, the indi 
cating system noti?es the user. A connecting member 
couples a Water level device at the bottom of the funnel to 
the indicating device. The Water level device actuates the 
indicating system. 

[0017] It Will be seen from a revieW of the ’926 Patent that 
the disclosed Christmas Tree Watering Funnel With Indicat 
ing System does not teach an ice chute assembly for chan 
neling ice from a superior depository location adjacent a 
select Christmas tree branch to an inferior outlet location, 
namely, a Christmas tree Water reservoir. It Will be further 
seen that the ’926 Patent does not teach an ice chute 
assembly comprising in combination, a rigid, substantially 
linear ice chute for channeling ice and a knockdoWn type 
dipstick housed Within the ice chute for monitoring the Water 
level in the Christmas tree Water reservoir. Further, the ’926 
Patent does not teach an ice chute Wherein the conduit length 
comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral 
cross section for channeling cubic ice chunks. Further, the 
’926 Patent does not teach an ice chute assembly Wherein the 
exterior surface of the ice chute comprises decorative mark 
ings, speci?cally arranged to resemble a ladder-shaped 
design upon Which may be positioned a posed ornamental 
?gurine so as to create an amusing Christmas ornament, the 
amusing Christmas ornament being that of a character 
climbing the ladder-shaped design. 

[0018] Of the numerous Christmas tree or plant Watering 
devices that have been developed, many provide conduit 
means for delivering Water from a superior depository 
location to an inferior outlet location so as to provide the 
basal plant structure With moisture to promote a prolonged 
life state of the plant structure or natural Christmas tree. In 
this regard, it has been shoWn that Christmas tree or plant 
Watering devices of various types are knoWn in the prior art. 
HoWever, in addition to often being exorbitantly priced, the 
Christmas tree or plant Watering devices that have been 
developed are often cumbersome to practice, requiring the 
user to deposit liquid Water or Water in an unfroZen state in 
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the described superior depository so as to allow the liquid 
Water to travel under gravitational forces through the conduit 
means to the Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal plant 
structure located at an inferior location relative to the 
superior depository. Liquid Water, hoWever, is often cum 
bersome to Work With or handle due to its liquid nature; the 
liquid Water often spilling from deposit containers onto 
delicate gifts or other sensitive packages located beneath the 
deposit site, some of Which may include items having 
dangerous electrical currents running therethrough. 

[0019] Further, the Christmas tree or plant Watering 
devices that have been developed often do not comprise 
ornamental con?gurations or attributes. The prior art disclo 
sures that attempt to include ornamental con?gurations into 
the design of the Christmas tree or plant Watering device do 
not disclose ornamental con?gurations readily adapted from 
the entire form and function of the conduit means. In other 
Words, the prior art teaches conduit means readily distin 
guishable from the ornamental con?guration. Readily dis 
tinguishable conduit means decrease the overall ornamental 
effect of the Watering device. For example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 
5,473,838; 5,513,677; 5,615,516; 5,799,437; 6,073,390; 
6,082,043; 6,167,651; 6,367,195; and D375,026 all disclose 
Christmas tree or plant Watering devices in Which the 
conduit means are observably distinct from the ornamental 
aspects of the disclosure, thus detracting from the overall 
ornamental effect of the respective devices. 

[0020] The prior art thus perceives a need for an ice chute 
assembly for channeling ice from a superior depository 
location adjacent a select Christmas tree branch to an 
inferior outlet location, namely a Christmas tree Water 
reservoir. The prior art further perceives a need for an ice 
chute assembly comprising in combination, a rigid, substan 
tially linear ice chute for channeling ice and a knockdown 
type dipstick housed Within the ice chute for monitoring the 
Water level in the Christmas tree Water reservoir. Further, the 
prior art perceives a need for an ice chute Wherein the 
conduit length comprises a continuous, substantially rect 
angular, lateral cross section for channeling cubic ice chunks 
or ice cubes. Further, the prior art perceives a need for an ice 
chute assembly Wherein the eXterior surface of the ice chute 
comprises decorative markings, speci?cally arranged to 
resemble a ladder-shaped design upon Which may be posi 
tioned a posed ornamental ?gurine so as to create an 
amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing Christmas orna 
ment being that of a character climbing the ladder-shaped 
design. 

[0021] In this last regard, it is contemplated that the prior 
art perceives a need for a Christmas tree or plant Watering 
device that provides conduit means for delivering ice or 
Water in a froZen state from a superior depository location to 
an inferior outlet location so as to provide the basal plant 
structure With a more easily controlled moisture source to 
promote a prolonged life state of the plant or natural 
Christmas tree. Further, it is contemplated that the prior art 
perceives a need for a loW cost Christmas tree or plant 
Watering device, Which is less cumbersome to practice, 
enables the user to deposit either easily managed pieces of 
ice or liquid Water in the described superior depository so as 
to alloW the Water, Whether froZen or unfroZen, to travel 
under gravitational forces through the conduit means to the 
Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal plant structure 
located at an inferior location relative to the superior deposi 
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tory. A Christmas tree Watering device or plant Watering 
device designed for receiving and channeling chunks of ice 
thus more easily enables users to avoid spilling liquid Water 
from deposit containers onto delicate gifts or other sensitive 
packages located beneath the typical deposit site. Further, a 
Christmas tree Watering device or plant Watering device 
designed for receiving and channeling ice chunks more 
easily enables users to avoid spilling highly conductive 
liquid Water onto items having dangerous electrical currents 
running therethrough. 
[0022] Further, the prior art perceives a need for a Christ 
mas tree or plant Watering device comprising readily con 
?gurable ornamental attributes. In this regard, the prior art 
perceives a need for a Christmas tree or plant Watering 
device comprising conduit means readily amenable to an 
ornamental con?guration. Ornamentally con?gured conduit 
means increase the overall ornamental effect of the given 
Watering device. In other Words, the prior art perceives a 
need for a Christmas tree or plant Watering device in Which 
the conduit means are not observably distinct from the 
ornamental aspects of the disclosure, thus increasing the 
overall ornamental effect of the device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a Christmas tree irrigation system or plant Water 
ing system, Which comprises an ice chute assembly for 
channeling ice from a superior depository location adjacent 
a select Christmas tree branch or plant branch to an inferior 
outlet location, namely, a Water reservoir. In this regard, it is 
an object of the present invention to provide a novel means 
of delivering more easily managed or handled solid ice 
portions to a Christmas tree reservoir in contradistinction to 
less easily managed liquid Water portions. It is thus a further 
object of the present invention to provide an ice chute 
assembly comprising in combination, a rigid, substantially 
linear ice chute for channeling deposited ice to a Christmas 
tree Water reservoir and a knockdoWn type dipstick housed 
Within the ice chute for monitoring the Water level in the 
Christmas tree Water reservoir. Further, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide an ice chute Wherein the 
conduit length comprises a continuous, substantially rect 
angular, lateral cross section for channeling cubic ice 
chunks, Which cubic ice chunks are typically quite easily 
managed and produced by common household refrigeration 
means. Still further, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide an ice chute assembly Wherein the eXterior 
surface of the ice chute comprises decorative markings, 
speci?cally arranged to resemble a ladder-shaped design 
upon Which may be positioned a posed ornamental ?gurine 
so as to create an amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing 
Christmas ornament being that of a character climbing the 
ladder-shaped design. In this regard, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a Christmas tree irrigation 
system Wherein the conduit means is completely camou 
?aged or disguised in an ornamental dressing to as to 
increase the enjoyment or ornamental effect of the natural 
Christmas tree. 

[0024] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a Christmas tree or plant Watering device that 
provides conduit means for delivering Water in a froZen state 
or pieces of ice from a superior depository location to an 
inferior outlet location so as to provide the basal plant 
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structure With a more easily controlled moisture source to 
promote a prolonged life state. It is a further object of the 
present invention to provide a loW cost Christmas tree or 
plant Watering device, Which is less cumbersome to practice, 
enables the user to deposit either more easily handled ice 
chunks or less easily handled liquid Water in the described 
superior depository so as to alloW the Water, Whether froZen 
or unfrozen, to travel under gravitational forces through the 
conduit means to the Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal 
plant structure located at an inferior location relative to the 
superior depository. It is thus a further object of the present 
invention to provide a Christmas tree Watering device or 
plant Watering device designed for receiving and channeling 
ice chunks, Which more readily enables users to avoid liquid 
Water spillage from deposit containers onto delicate gift 
items, Water sensitive packages and the like located beneath 
the deposit site. Still further, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide a Christmas tree Watering device 
designed for receiving and channeling pieces of ice, Which 
readily enables users to avoid spilling highly conductive 
liquid Water onto electrically live items having dangerous 
electrical currents running therethrough. 

[0025] Further, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a Christmas tree or plant Watering device, Which 
comprises readily con?gurable ornamental attributes. In this 
regard, it is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a Christmas tree or plant Watering device compris 
ing conduit means, Which may be readily enhanced to 
resemble an ornamental con?guration, thus increasing the 
overall ornamental effect of the Watering device. In other 
Words, it is an object of the present invention to provide a 
Christmas tree or plant Watering device in Which the conduit 
means are not observably distinct from the ornamental 
aspects of the disclosure, thus increasing the overall orna 
mental effect of the device, Whereby the enjoyment of the 
Christmas tree may be increased. 

[0026] To achieve these and other readily apparent objec 
tives, the present invention provides a Christmas tree irri 
gation system or plant Watering system. The Christmas tree 
irrigation system comprises, in combination, a Christmas 
tree Water reservoir and an ornamental ice chute assembly. 
The ornamental ice chute assembly comprises an ornamental 
ice chute and a dipstick. The Christmas tree Water reservoir 
comprises a superior peripheral rim and an inferior matter 
containment basin, the inferior matter-containment basin for 
receiving and retaining the base of a Christmas tree base as 
Well as Water to be absorbed by the base of the natural 
Christmas tree. 

[0027] The ornamental ice chute, Which is typically linear, 
comprises a superior chute end, an inferior chute end, a 
conduit length intermediate the superior chute end and the 
inferior chute end, an interior chute surface and an exterior 
chute surface. The superior chute end comprises an ice inlet 
or opening as Well as means for removably attaching the 
superior chute end to a select Christmas tree branch. The 
inferior chute end comprises an ice outlet or opening as Well 
as means for selectively interfacing the inferior chute end 
With the superior peripheral rim of the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir. The conduit length is provided With a given linear 
measurement, Which can be tailored according to the desires 
of the consumer or the Christmas tree type. 

[0028] The dipstick is preferably of a knock doWn type 
and thus comprises a superior dipstick portion, an inferior 
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dipstick portion, and means for reversibly connecting the 
superior dipstick portion to the inferior dipstick portion. The 
superior dipstick portion comprises a superior mouth end, an 
inferior conjugate end, and means for removably attaching 
the superior dipstick portion to the superior chute end of the 
ice chute. The inferior dipstick portion comprises a superior 
conjugate end and an inferior ori?ce end. The ori?ce end 
comprises Water level indicia for indicating the Water level 
in the Christmas tree Water reservoir. When the superior 
dipstick portion is reversibly connected to the inferior dip 
stick portion, the dipstick achieves an overall dipstick 
length. The dipstick length has a greater magnitude than the 
given linear measurement of the ice chute. 

[0029] The conduit length of the ice chute comprises a 
continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral cross section. 
That is, the conduit length has a substantially planar superior 
portion, a substantially planar inferior portion, and tWo 
substantially planar, laterally-opposite, substantially vertical 
portions, Which form the Walls of the conduit length. The 
superior portion, inferior portion and vertical portions are 
thus continuously formed, forming a continuous, substan 
tially rectangular, lateral cross-sectional chute. The substan 
tially rectangular, lateral cross-sectional chute is designed to 
speci?cally channel ice chunks that are cubic in form from 
a superior depository location or superior chute end to the 
Christmas tree Water reservoir. 

[0030] The means for removably attaching the superior 
chute end to a select Christmas tree branch may be further 
de?ned by comprising an ornamental hook, an ornamental 
chain and hook combination, or other functionally equiva 
lent removable attachment structure. The means for selec 
tively interfacing the inferior chute end of the ice chute With 
the Christmas tree Water reservoir may be further de?ned by 
comprising a reservoir-engaging ?ange. The reservoir-en 
gaging ?ange essentially comprises a protruding edge of the 
inferior portion of the ice chute. The means for removably 
attaching the superior dipstick portion to the superior chute 
end of the ice chute may be further de?ned by comprising a 
clip, a clasp, or other functionally equivalent removable 
attachment structure. 

[0031] Additionally, the present invention provides a 
novel ornamentally designed Christmas tree irrigation sys 
tem Whereby the entire exterior chute surface comprises 
ornamental markings. In this regard, the eXterior chute 
surface comprises a visually appealing combination of light 
re?ective coloration and light absorbent coloration. The 
visually appealing combination of light re?ective coloration 
and light absorbent coloration may be further de?ned by 
comprising a ladder-shaped design on the superior portion of 
the ice chute thus creating an ice chute Which resembles an 
ornamental ladder leading from the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir to the select Christmas tree branch. Further, the ice 
chute With ornamental ladder-shaped design on the superior 
portion is adorned With an ornamental ?gurine posed so as 
to create an amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing the 
amusing Christmas ornament being that of an ornamental 
character climbing the ornamental ladder. The ornamental 
character and the ornamental ladder design together cam 
ou?age the summariZed ice chute assembly. 

[0032] Additionally, a novel method of channeling Water 
to a Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal plant structure is 
provided Wherein the method comprises the initial step of 
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providing an ice chute for channeling ice from a superior 
location to an inferior location, the ice chute comprising a 
superior chute end, an inferior chute end, and a conduit 
length intermediate the superior chute end and the inferior 
chute end. As earlier summarized, the superior chute end 
comprises an ice inlet and means for removably attaching 
the superior chute end to a select Christmas tree branch or 
plant branch; and the inferior chute end comprises an ice 
outlet and means for selectively interfacing the inferior 
chute end With a Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal 
plant structure. Next, the user installs the ice chute on a 
Christmas tree or plant, Which tree or plant comprises the 
select Christmas tree or plant branch and the Christmas tree 
base or basal plant structure. To install the ice chute on the 
Christmas tree or plant, the user, in optional order, attaches 
the superior chute end to the select Christmas tree or plant 
branch and interfaces the inferior chute end With the Christ 
mas tree Water reservoir or basal plant structure. Lastly, the 
user deposits ice in the ice inlet, thus effectively channeling 
the ice or froZen Water to the Christmas tree Water reservoir 
or basal plant structure, Which froZen Water or ice melts 
under ambient temperatures to provide a readily absorbable 
Water supply for the Christmas tree or subject plant. 

[0033] Typically, natural Christmas tree enthusiasts Will 
obtain a fresh or live Christmas tree and place the Christmas 
tree in a Christmas tree stand comprising a Water reservoir. 
Water is periodically added to the Water reservoir in an 
attempt to prolong the Christmas tree life state. The present 
invention thus provides a Christmas tree irrigation system 
comprising, in combination, a Christmas tree Water reser 
voir, an ice chute, and a dipstick as summariZed above. The 
ice chute is installable from a select Christmas tree branch 
and eXtends in a substantially linear fashion to the Christmas 
tree Water reservoir so as to provide a channel for directing 
ice cubes or ice chunks from the superior location to the 
inferior location. The ice chunks then melt under ambient 
temperatures to provide a readily absorbable Water supply 
for the Christmas tree. The exterior surface of the ice chute 
is provided With ornamental markings so as to resemble a 
Christmas tree ornament. Speci?cally, the summariZed 
Christmas tree ornament resembles an amusing ornamental 
character climbing an ornamental ladder from the Water 
reservoir to the select Christmas tree branch. The conduit 
means or ice chute is thus effectively converted from an 
otherWise distracting eye sore to an amusing ornament as a 
means to increase the enjoyment of the Christmas tree. 

[0034] Other objects of the present invention, as Well as 
particular features, elements, and advantages thereof, Will be 
elucidated in, or apparent from, the folloWing description 
and the accompanying draWing ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0035] Other features of my invention Will become more 
evident from a consideration of the folloWing brief descrip 
tion of my patent draWings, as folloWs: 

[0036] Figure No. 1 is a side vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the ice chute assembly installed on a Christ 
mas tree With parts removed to more clearly shoW the ice 
chute assembly in cooperative engagement With a combi 
nation Christmas tree stand and Water reservoir. 

[0037] Figure No. 2 is a fragmentary side vieW of the 
preferred embodiment of the ice chute assembly shoWing the 
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inferior chute end and inferior dipstick portion in coopera 
tive engagement With a combination Christmas tree stand 
and Water reservoir. 

[0038] Figure No. 3 is a perspective vieW of the ornamen 
tal ice chute assembly shoWing an ornamental character 
climbing an ornamental ladder design on the superior eXte 
rior surface of the ice chute. 

[0039] Figure No. 4 is a fragmentary perspective vieW of 
the ornamental ice chute assembly shoWing a user deposit 
ing ice cubes in the ice inlet of the superior chute end of the 
ice chute. 

[0040] Figure No. 5 is a fragmentary top plan vieW of the 
ice chute With parts removed to more clearly shoW the 
superior chute end and the inferior chute end of the ice chute. 

[0041] Figure No. 6 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional side 
vieW of the ice chute With parts removed to more clearly 
shoW the superior chute end and the inferior chute end of the 
ice chute. 

[0042] Figure No. 7 is a fragmentary end vieW of the ice 
chute shoWing the ice inlet of the superior chute end. 

[0043] Figure No. 8 is a fragmentary end vieW of the ice 
chute shoWing the ice outlet of the inferior chute end. 

[0044] Figure No. 9 is a top plan vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the ice chute. 

[0045] Figure No. 10 is a side plan vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the ice chute. 

[0046] Figure No. 11 is a side vieW of the dipstick in an 
assembled state. 

[0047] Figure No. 12 is a side vieW of the dipstick in a 
disassembled state. 

[0048] Figure No. 13 is an end vieW of the ice chute 
assembly shoWing the ice inlet of the superior chute end of 
the ice chute and the dipstick removably attached to the 
superior chute end. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0049] Referring noW to the draWings, the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention concerns a Christmas 
tree irrigation system or plant Watering device, Wherein the 
Christmas tree irrigation system comprises, in combination, 
a Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 as illustrated in Figure 
Nos. 1 and 2, and an ice chute assembly 20 as illustrated in 
Figure Nos. 1-4 and 13. Ice chute assembly 20 preferably 
comprises an ice chute 30 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 1-10; 
and indicator means for indicating the presence or absence 
of Water at a select plant stem region or basal plant structure 
or Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 positioned adjacent a 
Christmas tree base 16. The indicator means may be further 
de?ned by comprising a dipstick 40 as illustrated in FIGS. 
1-4, and 11-13. Ice chute assembly 20 is designed to channel 
ice cubes or cubic ice chunks from a superior depository 
location adjacent a select Christmas tree branch 15 as 
illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 4 to Christmas tree Water 
reservoir 10 positioned adjacent a Christmas tree base 16 as 
illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 2. In this last regard, it Will 
be seen that ice chute assembly 20 is also designed to 
channel ice cubes or cubic ice chunks from a superior 
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depository location adjacent a select plant branch to a select 
region in inferior adjacency to a plant stem or basal plant 
structure. Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 preferably com 
prises an upper container lip or superior peripheral rim 12 as 
illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 2 and an inferior matter 
containment basin 14 as further illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 
and 2. As can be seen from an inspection of Figure Nos. 1 
and 2, inferior matter-containment basin 14 is preferably 
designed to receive and retain Christmas tree base 16 as Well 
as a readily absorbable Water supply 18, as illustrated in 
Figure Nos. 1 and 2. Excellent results are obtainable When 
Christmas tree base 16 has sap seals removed. That is, Water 
supply 18 is most readily absorbable When Christmas tree 
base 16 is provided With a fresh cut to remove any sap seal 
or When Christmas tree base 16 is provided With drilled or 
bored apertures so as to alloW Water supply 18 access to 
those portions of the Christmas tree base, Which absorb 
Water. 

[0050] Ice chute 30 is essentially a chute siZed and shaped 
for channeling Water or ice 60 to Christmas tree Water 
reservoir 10 or to a select region in inferior adjacency to a 
plant stem as illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 2. Ice chute 30 
preferably comprises a rigid, substantially linear or straight 
conduit con?guration and in this regard is preferably con 
structed from Vs inch Walled pvc conduit. Ice chute 30 
comprises a superior chute end 31 as illustrated in Figure 
Nos. 3, 4-7, 9, 10, and 13; an inferior chute end 34 as 
illustrated in Figure Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8-10; a conduit 
length 37 intermediate superior chute end 31 and inferior 
chute end 34 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 3, 9, and 10; an 
interior chute surface 38 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 3-8, 
and 13; and an exterior chute surface 39 as illustrated in 
Figure Nos. 3-10. Superior chute end 31 comprises a Water 
or ice inlet 32 or opening as illustrated in Figure Nos. 4-7, 
9, and 10; as Well as means for suspending the upper chute 
end from a Christmas tree limb or attachment means for 
removably attaching superior chute end 31 to select Christ 
mas tree branch 15 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 4 or 
a select plant branch. The attachment means for removably 
attaching superior chute end 31 to select Christmas tree 
branch 15 is preferably further de?ned by comprising an 
ornamental hook, an ornamental chain and hook combina 
tion 33, or other functionally equivalent removable attach 
ment structure. For illustration purposes, ornamental chain 
and hook combination 33 is speci?cally illustrated in Figure 
Nos. 1, 3, 4, 9, and 10. In the preferred embodiment, 
ornamental chain and hook combination 33 comprises a 10 
inch (25.4 cm) triangular link decorative chain. The deco 
rative chain has a superior chute end attachment link 59, 
Which attachment link 59 is fed through a chain-receiving 
aperture 59(a) at superior chute end 31 as generally illus 
trated in Figure Nos. 3 and 4. Attachment link 59 is 
speci?cally illustrated in Figure Nos. 5 and 6 and chain 
receiving aperture 59(a) is speci?cally illustrated in Figure 
Nos. 5 and 7. Inferior chute end 34 comprises a Water or ice 
outlet 35 or opening as Well as means for selectively 
interfacing inferior chute end 34 With superior peripheral 
rim 12 of Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 or a select plant 
stem region, the select plant stem region being in inferior 
adjacency to a plant stem. Conduit length 37 is preferably 
provided With a given linear measurement 37(a), Which 
linear measurement 37(a) can be tailored according to the 
desires of the consumer or the Christmas tree type as 
speci?cally referenced in Figure No. 10. 
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[0051] Dipstick 40 is preferably of a knock doWn type as 
for storage or shipping and thus comprises a superior 
dipstick portion 41 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 11 and 12; 
an inferior dipstick portion 45 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 
11 and 12, and means for reversibly connecting superior 
dipstick portion 41 to inferior dipstick portion 45. The 
means for removably attaching superior dipstick portion 41 
to superior chute end 31 of ice chute 30 or releasable means 
may be preferably de?ned by comprising a clip 54, a clasp, 
or other functionally equivalent removable attachment struc 
ture. For illustration purposes, clip 54 is speci?cally illus 
trated in Figure Nos. 11-13. 

[0052] Superior dipstick portion 41 and inferior dipstick 
portion are preferably constructed from 1A1 diameter doll rod. 
Superior dipstick portion 41 preferably comprises a superior 
mouth end 42 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 4, 9, 11-13; an 
inferior conjugate end 43 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 11 and 
12; and means for removably attaching superior dipstick 
portion 41 to superior chute end 31 of ice chute 30. Inferior 
dipstick portion 45 preferably comprises a superior conju 
gate end 46 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 11 and 12; and an 
inferior ori?ce end 47 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 3, 11, and 
12. The means for reversibly connecting superior dipstick 
portion 41 to inferior dipstick portion 45 preferably com 
prises a coupling 48 Wherein coupling 48 preferably com 
prises opposite female ends for receiving superior conjugate 
end 46 and inferior conjugate end 43 in juxtaposed relation 
as generally illustrated in Figure No. 11. Coupling 48 
preferably has % inch diameter female receptors adapted to 
snugly receive and release superior conjugate end 46 and 
inferior conjugate end 43. Inferior ori?ce end 47 preferably 
comprises Water level indicia 61 for indicating the Water 
level in Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 as generally 
illustrated in Figure No. 2. When superior dipstick portion 
41 is reversibly or removably connected to inferior dipstick 
portion 45 via coupling 48, dipstick 40 achieves an overall 
dipstick length 49 as illustrated in Figure No. 11. Dipstick 
length 49 has a greater magnitude than the given linear 
measurement 37(a) of ice chute 30. In this regard, it is 
speci?ed that the preferable given linear measurement 37(a) 
of ice chute 30 is approximately 31/2 inches (80 cm) Whereas 
the preferable dipstick length 49 is approximately 36 inches 
(91.4 cm). 
[0053] The conduit length 37 of ice chute 30 preferably 
comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral 
cross section as generally illustrated in Figure Nos. 7 and 8. 
For example, When provided an end vieW of ice chute 30, as 
illustrated in either Figure No. 7 or Figure No. 8, it Will be 
seen that conduit length 37 has a substantially planar supe 
rior portion 50; a substantially planar inferior portion 52; 
and tWo substantially planar, laterally-opposite, substan 
tially vertical portions 51, Which form the Walls of conduit 
length 37. Superior portion 50 is further illustrated in Figure 
Nos. 2-6, 9, and 10. Inferior portion 52 is further illustrated 
in Figure Nos. 2, 4, 6, and 10. Vertical portions 51 are further 
illustrated in Figure Nos. 3, 4, 5, 9 and 10. One of the 
vertical portions 51 is further illustrated in Figure No.6. As 
described earlier, superior portion 50, inferior portion 52 and 
vertical portions 51 are preferably constructed from con 
tinuously formed pvc conduit, more speci?cally de?ned by 
having a substantially rectangular lateral cross-section, thus 
forming a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral 
cross-sectional chute. The resulting substantially rectangu 
lar, lateral cross-sectional chute is designed to speci?cally 
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channel ice cubes 60 or ice chunks that are cubic in form 
from a superior depository location or from ice inlet 32 to 
Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 Which typically lies in 
inferior adjacency to ice outlet 35 as generally illustrated in 
Figure Nos. 1 and 2. It should be further noted that dipstick 
40 is preferably removably attached to ice chute 30 such that 
dipstick 40 rests adjacent interior chute surface 38, inferior 
portion 52, and at the user’s election, one of vertical portions 
51 as is generally illustrated in Figure No. 13. 

[0054] The means for selectively interfacing inferior chute 
end 34 of ice chute 30 With Christmas tree Water reservoir 
10 is preferably further de?ned by comprising a curved 
loWer chute end or reservoir-engaging ?ange 53 as illus 
trated in Figure Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, 8-10, and 13. Reservoir 
engaging ?ange 53 essentially comprises a protruding edge 
of inferior portion 52 of ice chute 30 and is preferably 
formed by heat-treating inferior portion 52 such that the pvc 
material becomes soft and pliable. Reservoir-engaging 
?ange 53 is then pulled from inferior portion 52 and directed 
into a lip ?ange con?guration as illustrated in Figure Nos. 6 
and 8. The pvc material is then alloWed to cool and harden 
such that reservoir-engaging ?ange 53 is siZed and shaped to 
provide a lip or ?ange to engage superior peripheral rim 12. 
It Will be seen from an inspection of Figure Nos. 3, 5, 6, 9, 
and 10 that superior portion 50 terminates at inferior chute 
end 34 at a point such that superior portion 50 is of a shorter 
length than inferior portion 52. In this regard, it is contem 
plated that With a preferred linear measurement 37(a) of 
approximately 311/2 inches (80 cm), the superior portion 50 
Will approximate about 30 inches (76.2 cm) in length. 
Vertical portions 51 thus preferably terminate in a sloped or 
diagonally-cut con?guration at inferior chute end 34 as 
generally illustrated in Figure Nos. 3 and 6. 

[0055] It is further contemplated that the present invention 
preferably provides a novel, ornamentally-designed Christ 
mas trcc irrigation system or plant Watcring dcvicc whereby 
the entire exterior chute surface 39 comprises decorative or 
ornamental markings. In this regard, exterior chute surface 
39 preferably comprises a visually appealing combination of 
light re?ective coloration and light absorbent coloration. 
This is because pvc conduit is typically processed or formed 
in either light re?ective coloration as Would be best repre 
sented by the color White or light absorbent coloration as 
Would be best represented by the color black. Exterior 
surface 39 is then painted or silk-screened With a color other 
than that of the pvc material to produce the visually appeal 
ing combination of light re?ective coloration and light 
absorbent coloration. The visually appealing combination of 
light re?ective coloration and light absorbent coloration is 
preferably arranged or de?ned to simulate a ladder-shaped 
design 55 on superior portion 50 of ice chute 30 as illustrated 
in Figure Nos. 3 and 4. Ice chute 30 is thus transformed from 
a rather unattractive conduit means to an ornamental ice 
chute 30 resembling a ladder leading from Christmas tree 
Water reservoir 10 to select Christmas tree branch 15. 
Further, the ornamental ice chute 30 With ornamental ladder 
shaped design 55 on superior portion 50 is preferably 
adorned With an ornamental ?gurine 56, such as a ?reman 
(as speci?cally illustrated in Figure Nos. 1, 3, and 4), a 
chimney sWeeper, a lamp lighter, an iceman, a Santa Claus 
?gurine, a tree trimmer, a decorator (eg a ?gurine designed 
to hold a Christmas tree light string) or other similar 
Christmas season type ?gurine or character Who may be 
found to occasionally climb a ladder. In this regard, it is 
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contemplated that certain markets may anticipate or prefer 
biblical characters such as a “Jacob” ?gurine, Who may be 
posed to climb a stairWay to Heaven or a “Jesus” ?gurine, 
Who may be posed as a carpenter. Further, in light of the 
German origins of the Christmas tree tradition, a Black 
Forest Woodsman is contemplated. In any event, ornamental 
?gurine 56 is preferably posed so as to create or give ?nal 
effect to the resultant amusing Christmas ornament. The 
present invention is thus designed to serve the dual function 
of providing an amusing Christmas ornament comprising an 
ornamental character climbing an ornamental ladder as Well 
as an effective Christmas tree irrigation system. As Will be 
seen from an inspection of Figure Nos. 1, 2, and 4, the 
described dual functionality of the present invention thus 
provides an ornamentally camou?aged Christmas tree irri 
gation system, effective at delivering ice cubes 60 or other 
ice chunks of a cubic nature to a Christmas tree Water 
reservoir, Which ice cubes 60 Will, under typical household 
conditions, melt or undergo a phase change from solid Water 
to liquid Water in ambient temperatures surrounding the 
Christmas tree Water reservoir to provide a readily absorb 
able Water supply for the out?tted Christmas tree. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED METHOD 

[0056] Additionally, a novel method of channeling Water 
or ice to a Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal plant 
structure is provided Wherein the method comprises the 
initial step of providing ice chute 30 for channeling ice from 
a superior location to an inferior location. As earlier 
described, ice chute 30 comprises superior chute end 31, 
inferior chute end 34, and conduit length 37 intermediate 
superior chute end 31 and inferior chute end 34. As earlier 
described, superior chute end 31 comprises ice inlet 32 and 
means for removably attaching superior chute end 31 to 
select Christmas tree branch 15 or a select plant branch. 
Further, inferior chute end 34 comprises ice outlet 35 and 
means for selectively interfacing inferior chute end 34 With 
Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 or basal plant structure or 
a select plant stem region, the select plant stem region being 
in inferior adjacency to a plant stem. The user next installs 
ice chute 30 on a plantor Christmas tree 58 as generally 
illustrated in Figure No. 1, Which plant or Christmas tree 
comprises a select plant branch or select Christmas tree 
branch 15 and a select plant stem region or Christmas tree 
base 16. To install ice chute 30 on the select plant or 
Christmas tree 58, the user, in optional order, attaches 
superior chute end 31 to a select plant branch or select 
Christmas tree branch 15 as illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 
4; and interfaces inferior chute end 34 With the select plant 
stem region or Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 by placing 
or hooking reservoir-engaging ?ange 53 over superior 
peripheral rim 12. Lastly, the user preferably deposits ice 
cubes 60 or ice chunks of a cubic nature in ice inlet 32 as 
generally illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 4. By depositing 
ice cubes 60 in ice inlet 32, the user may thus effectively 
channel ice cubes 57 and the like to the select plant stem 
region or basal plant structure or Christmas tree Water 
reservoir 10 as generally illustrated in Figure Nos. 1 and 2. 
As earlier described, ice cubes 60 Will, under typical house 
hold conditions, melt under ambient temperatures surround 
ing Christmas tree Water reservoir 10 to provide a readily 
absorbable Water supply as referenced at 18 for hydrating 
the out?tted Christmas tree. 
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[0057] Typically, fresh or live Christmas tree enthusiasts 
Will obtain a Christmas tree and place the Christmas tree in 
a Christmas tree stand comprising a Christmas tree Water 
reservoir such as Christmas tree Water reservoir 10. Water is 
periodically added to the Water reservoir in an attempt to 
prolong the natural Christmas tree life state. The present 
invention thus provides a plant or Christmas tree irrigation 
system comprising, in combination, a Christmas tree Water 
reservoir, an ice chute, and a dipstick as summariZed above. 
The ice chute is installable from a select plant or Christmas 
tree branch and eXtends in a substantially linear fashion to 
the select plant stem region or basal plant structure or 
Christmas tree Water reservoir so as to provide a channel for 

directing ice cubes or ice chunks from the superior location 
to the inferior location. The pieces of ice then melt under 
ambient temperatures to provide a readily absorbable Water 
supply for the plant or Christmas tree. The exterior surface 
of the ice chute is provided With decorations or ornamen 
tation so as to resemble a plant or Christmas tree ornament, 
the Christmas tree ornament resembling an amusing char 
acter climbing an ornamental ladder from the Water reservoir 
or basal plant structure to the select plant or Christmas tree 
branch. The conduit means or ice chute is thus effectively 
converted from an otherWise distracting eye sore to an 
amusing ornament as a means to increase the enjoyment of 
the Christmas tree. 

[0058] It Will thus be seen that the present invention 
provides a Christmas tree irrigation system or plant Watering 
system, Which comprises an ice chute assembly for chan 
neling ice from a superior depository location adjacent a 
select Christmas tree branch or plant branch to an inferior 
outlet location, namely, a Water reservoir or basal plant 
structure. In this regard, it Will be seen that the present 
invention provides a novel means of delivering more easily 
managed or handled solid ice portions to a Christmas tree 
reservoir or basal plant structure in contradistinction to less 
easily managed liquid Water portions. It Will be further seen 
that the present invention provides an ice chute assembly 
comprising in combination, a rigid, substantially linear ice 
chute for channeling deposited ice to a Christmas tree Water 
reservoir or select plant stem region and a knockdown type 
dipstick housed Within the ice chute for monitoring the Water 
level in the Christmas tree Water reservoir or for monitoring 
the presence or absence of Water at the select plant stem 
region. Further, it Will be seen that the present invention 
provides an ice chute Wherein the conduit length comprises 
a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral cross section 
for channeling cubic ice chunks or ice cubes, Which cubic 
ice chunks are typically quite easily managed and produced 
by common household refrigeration means. Still further, it 
Will be seen that the present invention provides an ice chute 
assembly Wherein the exterior surface of the ice chute 
comprises decorative or ornamental markings, speci?cally 
arranged to resemble a ladder-shaped design upon Which 
may be positioned a posed ornamental ?gurine so as to 
create an amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing Christ 
mas ornament being that of a character climbing the ladder 
shaped design. In this regard, it Will be seen that the present 
invention provides a Christmas tree irrigation system 
Wherein the conduit means is completely camou?aged or 
disguised in an ornamental dressing to as to increase the 
enjoyment or overall ornamental effect of the out?tted 
Christmas tree. 
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[0059] It Will be further seen that the present invention 
provides a Christmas tree or plant Watering device that 
provides conduit means for delivering Water in a froZen state 
or pieces of ice from a superior depository location to an 
inferior outlet location so as to provide the basal plant 
structure With a more easily controlled moisture source to 
promote a prolonged life state. It Will be further seen that the 
present invention provides a loW cost Christmas tree or plant 
Watering device, Which is less cumbersome to practice, 
enables the user to deposit either more easily handled ice 
chunks or less easily handled liquid Water in the described 
superior depository so as to alloW the Water, Whether froZen 
or unfroZen, to travel under gravitational forces through the 
conduit means to the Christmas tree Water reservoir or basal 
plant structure located at an inferior location relative to the 
superior depository. It Will be further seen that the present 
invention provides a Christmas tree Watering device or plant 
Watering device designed for receiving and channeling ice 
cubes or chunks, Which more readily enables users to avoid 
liquid Water spillage from deposit containers onto delicate 
gift items, Water sensitive packages and the like located 
beneath the deposit site. Still further, it Will be seen that the 
present invention provides a Christmas tree Watering device 
designed for receiving and channeling pieces of ice, Which 
readily enables users to avoid spilling highly conductive 
liquid Water onto electrically live items having dangerous 
electrical currents running therethrough. 

[0060] Further, it Will be seen that the present invention 
provides a Christmas tree or plant Watering device, Which 
comprises readily con?gurable ornamental attributes. In this 
regard, it Will be seen that the present invention provides a 
Christmas tree or plant Watering device comprising conduit 
means, Which may be readily enhanced to resemble an 
ornamental con?guration, thus increasing the overall orna 
mental effect of the Watering device. In other Words, it Will 
be readily seen that present invention provides a Christmas 
tree or plant Watering device in Which the conduit means are 
not observably distinct from the ornamental aspects of the 
disclosure, thereby increasing the overall ornamental effect 
of the device, Whereby the enjoyment of the Christmas tree 
or select plant may be increased. 

[0061] While the above description contains much speci 
?city, this speci?city should not be construed as limitations 
on the scope of the invention, but rather as an eXempli?ca 
tion of the invention. For eXample, it is contemplated that ice 
chute need not comprise a continuous, substantially rectan 
gular, lateral cross section. So long as the ice chute is 
capable of channeling ice from a superior location to an 
inferior location, the ice chute successfully ful?lls its pur 
pose. In this regard, it is contemplated that the ice chute may 
comprise a substantially circular lateral cross section. Being 
siZed and shaped to receive pieces or chunks or cubes of ice, 
an ice chute that is capable of channeling deposited ice from 
a superior location to an inferior location in the described 
manner is believed to be Within the spirit of the present 
invention. In this regard, an ice chute comprising a substan 
tially circular lateral cross section may still be marked With 
ornamentation or decoration to achieve an amusing Christ 
mas tree or plant ornament. For eXample, a helical staircase 
may be silk-screened onto the eXterior surface in such a 
fashion as to encircle the entire conduit length from the 
superior chute end to the inferior chute end. Alternatively, 
candy cane type markings may be applied to the eXterior 
surface in a similar helical fashion. So long as the eXterior 
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surface may be completely adorned With ornamentation to 
increase the visual appeal of the conduit means, the present 
invention is achieved. 

[0062] Accordingly, although the invention has been 
described by reference to a preferred embodiment and 
preferred method, it is not intended that the novel device and 
method be limited thereby, but that modi?cations thereof are 
intended to be included as falling Within the broad scope and 
spirit of the foregoing disclosure, the folloWing claims and 
the appended draWings. 

I claim: 
1. A Christmas tree irrigation system, the Christmas tree 

irrigation system comprising, in combination: 

a Christmas tree Water reservoir, the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir comprising a superior peripheral rim and an 
inferior matter-containment basin, the inferior matter 
containment basin for receiving and retaining a Christ 
mas tree base and a Water supply; 

a substantially linear ice chute, the ice chute comprising 
a superior chute end, an inferior chute end, a conduit 
length intermediate the superior chute end and the 
inferior chute end, and an exterior chute surface, the 
superior chute end comprising an ice inlet and means 
for removably attaching the superior chute end to a 
select Christmas tree branch, the inferior chute end 
comprising an ice outlet and means for selectively 
interfacing the inferior chute end With the superior 
peripheral rim, the conduit length having a given linear 
measure; and 

a dipstick, the dipstick comprising a superior dipstick 
portion, an inferior dipstick portion, and means for 
reversibly connecting the superior dipstick portion to 
the inferior dipstick portion, the superior dipstick por 
tion comprising a superior mouth end, an inferior 
conjugate end, and means for removably attaching the 
superior dipstick portion to the superior chute end, the 
inferior dipstick portion comprising a superior conju 
gate end and an inferior ori?ce end, the ori?ce end 
comprising Water level indicia, the dipstick having a 
dipstick length When the superior dipstick portion is 
reversibly connected to the inferior dipstick portion, the 
dipstick length having greater magnitude than the given 
linear measure. 

2. The Christmas tree irrigation system of claim 1 Wherein 
the conduit length comprises a continuous, substantially 
rectangular, lateral cross section, the conduit length thus 
having a substantially planar superior portion, a substan 
tially planar inferior portion, and tWo substantially planar, 
laterally-opposite, substantially vertical portions, the supe 
rior portion, inferior portion and vertical portions being 
continuously formed, thus forming a continuous, substan 
tially rectangular, lateral cross-sectional chute, the substan 
tially rectangular, lateral cross-sectional chute for channel 
ing cubic ice chunks from a superior location adjacent the 
select Christmas tree branch to the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir. 

3. The Christmas tree irrigation system of claim 2 Wherein 
the means for selectively interfacing the inferior chute end 
With the Christmas tree Water reservoir is de?ned by com 
prising a reservoir-engaging ?ange, the reservoir-engaging 
?ange being a protruding edge of the inferior portion. 
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4. The Christmas tree base irrigation system of claim 3 
Wherein the eXterior chute surface comprises ornamental 
markings. 

5. An ice chute assembly for channeling ice from a 
superior location adjacent a Christmas tree branch to a 
Christmas tree Water reservoir adjacent a Christmas tree 
base, the ice chute assembly comprising: 

a substantially linear ice chute, the ice chute comprising 
a superior chute end, an inferior chute end, a conduit 
length intermediate the superior chute end and the 
inferior chute end, an interior chute surface, and an 
eXterior chute surface, the superior chute end compris 
ing an ice inlet and means for removably attaching the 
superior chute end to a select Christmas tree branch, the 
inferior chute end comprising an ice outlet and means 
for selectively interfacing the inferior chute end With a 
Christmas tree Water reservoir, the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir being adjacent a Christmas tree base, the 
conduit length having a given linear measure; and 

a dipstick, the dipstick comprising a superior dipstick 
portion, an inferior dipstick portion, and means for 
reversibly connecting the superior dipstick portion to 
the inferior dipstick portion, the superior dipstick por 
tion comprising a superior mouth end, an inferior 
conjugate end, and means for removably attaching the 
superior dipstick portion to the superior chute end, the 
inferior dipstick portion comprising a superior conju 
gate end and an inferior ori?ce end, the ori?ce end 
comprising Water level indicia, the dipstick having a 
dipstick length When the superior dipstick portion is 
reversibly connected to the inferior dipstick portion, the 
dipstick length having greater magnitude than the given 
linear measure. 

6. The ice chute assembly of claim 5 Wherein the conduit 
length comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular, 
lateral cross section, the conduit length thus having a sub 
stantially planar superior portion, a substantially planar 
inferior portion, and tWo substantially planar, laterally 
opposite, substantially vertical portions, the superior por 
tion, inferior portion and vertical portions being continu 
ously formed, thus forming a continuous, substantially 
rectangular, lateral cross-sectional chute, the substantially 
rectangular, lateral cross-sectional chute for channeling 
cubic ice chunks from a superior location adjacent the select 
Christmas tree branch to the Christmas tree Water reservoir. 

7. The ice chute assembly of claim 6 Wherein the dipstick 
is removably attached to the ice chute such that the dipstick 
lies adjacent the interior chute surface, the inferior portion, 
and one of the vertical portions. 

8. The ice chute assembly of claim 7 Wherein the means 
for selectively interfacing the inferior chute end With the 
Christmas tree Water reservoir is de?ned by comprising a 
reservoir-engaging ?ange, the reservoir-engaging ?ange 
being a protruding edge of the inferior portion. 

9. The ice chute assembly of claim 8 Wherein the eXterior 
chute surface comprises a visually appealing combination of 
light re?ective coloration and light absorbent coloration. 

10. The ice chute assembly of claim 9 Wherein an orna 
mental ?gurine is attached to the exterior surface. 

11. The ice chute assembly of claim 10 Wherein the 
visually appealing combination of light re?ective coloration 
and light absorbent coloration is de?ned by comprising a 
ladder-shaped design on the superior portion. 
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12. The ice chute assembly of claim 11 wherein the 
ornamental ?gurine is posed on the superior portion so as to 
create an amusing Christmas ornament, the amusing Christ 
mas ornament being that of a character climbing the ladder 
shaped design. 

13. A chute for channeling Water to a select region in 
inferior adjacency to a plant stem, the chute comprising: 

a superior chute end, an inferior chute end, a substantially 
linear conduit length intermediate the superior chute 
end and the inferior chute end, and an exterior surface, 
the superior chute end comprising a Water inlet and 
means for removably attaching the superior chute end 
to a select plant branch, the inferior chute end com 
prising a Water outlet and means for selectively inter 
facing the inferior chute end With a select plant stem 
region, the select plant stem region being in inferior 
adjacency to a plant stem. 

14. The chute of claim 13 Wherein the chute is de?ned by 
comprising indicator means for indicating the presence or 
absence of Water at the select plant stem region. 

15. The chute of claim 14 Wherein the chute is de?ned by 
being siZed and shaped to channel cubic ice chunks from a 
superior location adjacent the select plant branch to the 
select plant stem region. 

16. The chute of claim 15 Wherein the conduit length 
comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular lateral 
cross section. 

17. The chute of claim 16 Wherein the exterior surface is 
de?ned by comprising decorative markings. 

18. In combination, an ice chute and a Christmas tree 
stand, the Christmas tree stand comprising a Water container, 
the Water container having an upper container lip, the ice 
chute having a given length, a curved loWer chute end, and 
an upper chute end, the curved loWer chute end in engaged 
supported relation With said upper container lip When the 
Water container is in need of being ?lled, the ice chute 
overlying said curved loWer chute end, the ice chute having 
parallel sides and being siZed and shaped to guide ice cubes 
from the upper chute end through the ice chute over the 
curved loWer chute end into the Water container for mini 
miZing Water spillage Where ice is used to ?ll the Water 
container provided by said Christmas tree stand, and means 
for suspending the upper chute end from a Christmas tree 
limb. 

19. The combination of claim 18 Wherein a dipstick is 
provided having a length greater than the given length of the 
ice chute for determining the Water level in the Water 
container at any given time. 

20. The combination of claim 19 Wherein releasable 
means is provided beloW an upper end of the dipstick and the 
ice chute for holding a loWer end of the dipstick in a position 
for storage of the dipstick When being placed in a non use 
position. 

21. The combination of claim 20 Wherein said releasable 
means comprises a clip mounted on said dipstick in greater 
adjacency to the upper end of the dipstick in clipped-on 
relation With an upper end of said ice chute. 

22. The combination of claim 21 Wherein the dipstick may 
be knocked doWn as for storage or shipping. 

23. A method of channeling Water to a Christmas tree 
Water reservoir, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an ice chute for channeling ice from a superior 
location to an inferior location, the ice chute compris 
ing a superior chute end, an inferior chute end, a 
conduit length intermediate the superior chute end and 
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the inferior chute end, the superior chute end compris 
ing an ice inlet and means for removably attaching the 
superior chute end to a select Christmas tree branch, the 
inferior chute end comprising an ice outlet and means 
for selectively interfacing the inferior chute end With a 
Christmas tree Water reservoir, the Christmas tree Water 
reservoir being adjacent a Christmas tree base; 

installing the ice chute on a Christmas tree, the Christmas 
tree comprising the select Christmas tree branch and 
the Christmas tree base; and 

depositing ice in the ice inlet, thus effectively channeling 
Water to the Christmas tree Water reservoir. 

24. The method of claim 23 Wherein the step of installing 
the ice chute on a Christmas tree is de?ned by comprising 
the optionally ordered steps of: 

attaching the superior chute end to the select Christmas 
tree branch; and 

interfacing the inferior chute end With the Christmas tree 
Water reservoir. 

25. The method of claim 24 Wherein the method com 
prises the step of providing a dipstick, the dipstick compris 
ing a superior dipstick portion, an inferior dipstick portion, 
and means for reversibly connecting the superior dipstick 
portion to the inferior dipstick portion, the superior dipstick 
portion comprising a superior mouth end, an inferior con 
jugate end, and means for removably attaching the superior 
dipstick portion to the superior chute end, the inferior 
dipstick portion comprising a superior conjugate end and an 
inferior ori?ce end, the ori?ce end comprising Water level 
indicia, the dipstick having a dipstick length When the 
superior dipstick portion is reversibly connected to the 
inferior dipstick portion, the dipstick length having greater 
magnitude than the conduit length. 

26. A method of channeling Water to a select region in 
inferior adjacency to a plant stem, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a chute, the chute comprising a superior chute 
end, an inferior chute end, a conduit length intermedi 
ate the superior chute end and the inferior chute end, 
the superior chute end comprising a Water inlet and 
means for removably attaching the superior chute end 
to a select plant branch, the inferior chute end com 
prising a Water outlet and means for selectively inter 
facing the inferior chute end With a select plant stem 
region, the select plant stem region being in inferior 
adjacency to a plant stem; 

installing the ice chute on a plant, the plant comprising the 
select plant branch and the plant stem; and 

depositing Water in the Water inlet, thus channeling Water 
to the select plant stem region. 

27. The method of claim 26 Wherein the chute is de?ned 
by comprising indicator means for indicating the presence or 
absence of Water at the select plant stem region. 

28. The method of claim 27 Wherein the conduit length 
comprises a continuous, substantially rectangular, lateral 
cross section. 

29. The method of claim 28 Wherein the step of depositing 
Water in the Water inlet is de?ned by depositing ice in the 
Water inlet. 


