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(57) ABSTRACT 

A disposable receiving bag comprising front and rear Walls 
sealed to another along the rim and provided With an inlet 
opening Wherein the receiving bag is provided With a cover 
of a porous sheet material covering one or both surfaces 
thereof and Wherein the cover is secured to the Wall or Walls 
of the receiving bag by Welding along the rim and in discrete 
locations over the surface of the cover shoWs improved 
performance With respect to easiness to clean Without fold 
ing and tearing and improved properties With respect to 
venting of humidity in order to prevent skin problems. 
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OSTOMY APPLIANCE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to an ostomy appli 
ance comprising a body side member and receiving bag and 
a disposable receiving bag. 

[0003] In connection With surgery for a number of dis 
eases in the gastro-intestinal or urinary tract a consequence 
is, in many cases, that the colon, the ileum or the ureter has 
been exposed surgically and the patient is left With an 
abdominal stoma, or, in nephrostomy or ureterostomy, the 
ureter or a catheter is eXposed in the back or the chest region 
or abdominal region, and the ef?uents or Waste products of 
the body, Which are conveyed through these organs, are 
discharged through the arti?cial ori?ce or opening and are 
collected in a collection bag, Which is usually adhered to the 
skin by means of an adhesive Wafer or plate having an inlet 
opening for accommodating the stoma/ureter/catheter. Also 
in connection With a ?stula, the patient Will have to rely on 
an appliance to collect the bodily material emerging from 
such opening. 

[0004] Ostomy appliances are Well knoWn. Such appli 
ances may be tWo-piece or one-piece appliances. In both 
types of appliances, an adhesive barrier member (or base 
plate) is attached to the Wearer’s abdomen/back/chest. In 
case of a one-piece appliance, a receiving member or bag is 
attached to the base plate. In case of a tWo-piece appliance, 
the adhesive barrier member forms part of a body side 
member and a receiving member or bag is attached releas 
ably to the body side ostomy member for receiving eXudates 
from the stoma. 

[0005] When using one-piece appliances, the Whole appli 
ance, including the adhesive kin barrier securing the appli 
ance to the skin is normally removed and replaced by a fresh 
appliance. When using tWo-piece appliances, the body side 
ostomy member is left in place up to several days, and only 
the receiving member or bag attached to the body side 
member is replaced. The attachment means for attaching an 
ostomy receiving bag may be a system knoWn per se 
comprising matching coupling rings or matching ?anges and 
adhesive surfaces engaging With and sealing against a ?ange 
area of the body side member. 

[0006] In order to secure discretion, for decorative pur 
poses and providing softness, loW noise generation and 
comfort in Wear it has been proposed to provide ostomy 
receiving bags With a cover or front layer. 

[0007] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0008] GB Patent Application No. 2 064 333 (Watkins) 
discloses an ostomy device comprising an outer cover of a 
non-Woven material bonded by a radio frequency Welded 
seam to an inner impermeable pouch and a ?ange of a 
non-Woven material. The ostomy device disclosed in GB 2 
064 333 is claimed to overcome problems that the skin to 
Which conventional ?anges is attached to cannot “breathe” 
and perspire normally. The cover of a non-Woven material is 
bonded to the inner impermeable pouch along the edge. The 
device disclosed in GB Patent Application No. 2 064 333 
suffers from the draWback that it may be dif?cult to clean 
due to folding of the cover When Wiping using a humid or 
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Wet cloth and furthermore, the risk of tearing the cover is 
quite high. Furthermore, if placed on the side facing the user, 
the cover Will only to a very limited degree assist in venting 
humidity due to perspiration Which may cause nuisance and 
skin problems. GB 2 064 333 further discloses a composite 
element compriisng at least one sheet of liquid and odour 
impermeable plastic ?lm material capable of radio fre 
quency Welding bonded at its edges or in discrete separated 
areas to one or more sheets of a Woven or non-Woven ?bre 

material in Which the ?bre and any binding ?bre used are 
non-dielectric. Such element suffers from the same draW 
backs as stated above With respect to the risk of tearing the 
cover When cleaning by Wiping using a humid or Wet cloth 
as the edges are not bonded. 

[0009] US. Pat. Nos. 5,455,091 and 5,470,624 (Oreglia) 
disclose a sheet material Which comprises a non-Woven 
plastics ?lm and bonded thereto Without an adhesive, a 
barrier ?lm. The ?lm is especially useful for production of 
ostomy bags and is stated to combine softness, loW noise 
generation, comfort in Wear, light Weight and mechanical 
strength and is laminated by heat lamination to produce an 
intimate bond betWeen the ?lms. Such sheet material suffers 
from the draWback that it is often very stiff due to the 
lamination and thus may be directly uncomfortable and 
furthermore, if placed on the side facing the user, the cover 
Will not assist in venting humidity. 

[0010] US. Pat. No. 5,759,180 discloses a cover for an 
ostomy bag Which is opaque to camou?age Waste in the 
ostomy bag and Which is moisture resistant to prevent 
deterioration of the cover When eXposed to moisture as Well 
as to prevent the cover from separating form the bag When 
eXposed to moisture. The cover may include decorative 
patterns. The rear side of the cover preferably comprises an 
adhesive material Which is attachable, removable, and reat 
tachable to an ostomy bag. The cover is af?Xed over sub 
stantially all of the ostomy bag and at least a part of the neck 
portion of the front side of the ostomy bag. The adhesive on 
the rear side of the cover may be applied all over the rear 
side or alternatively, the adhesive may be applied at discrete 
locations on the rear side. The cover disclosed in US. Pat. 
No. 5,759,180 suffers from the draWback that, if placed on 
the side facing the user, the cover Will only to a very limited 
degree assist in venting humidity. 

[0011] European patent application No. EP 0 408 296 
(Schirmer) discloses a comfortable ostomy bag that is made 
With air cushion ?lm so that the airbubbles are on the bag 
outside. Such a surface is very dif?cult to clean in the area 
betWeen the bubbles and cleaning by Wiping using a humid 
or Wet cloth Would cause considerable shear Which may 
cause leaks in the sealing to the skin or in a coupling area. 

[0012] Thus there is still a need for ostomy appliances 
shoWing improved performance With respect to easiness to 
clean Without folding and tearing and improved properties 
With respect to venting of humidity in order to prevent skin 
problems. 

[0013] The above draWbacks are alleviated by the present 
invention as stated beloW. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] The invention relates to a disposable receiving bag 
comprising front and rear Walls sealed together along the rim 
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and provided With an inlet opening wherein the receiving 
bag is provided With a cover of a porous material covering 
one or both surfaces thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] The invention is disclosed more in detail With 
reference to the draWings in Which 

[0016] FIG. 1 shoWs a proposed pattern for Welding a 
cover of a porous material to a Wall of an ostomy receiving 

bag of the invention, 

[0017] FIG. 2 shoWs an alternative pattern for Welding a 
cover of a porous material to a Wall of an ostomy receiving 
bag of the invention, 

[0018] FIG. 3 shoWs a further pattern for Welding a cover 
of a porous material to a Wall of an ostomy receiving bag of 
the invention, 

[0019] FIG. 4 shoWs a still further pattern for Welding a 
cover of a porous material to a Wall of an ostomy receiving 

bag of the invention, 

[0020] FIG. 5 shoWs a sectional vieW of an embodiment 
of a Wall of a receiving bag according to the invention, and 

[0021] FIG. 6 shoWs a sectional vieW of another embodi 
ment of a Wall of a receiving bag according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT 
INVENTION 

[0022] The invention relates to a disposable receiving bag 
comprising front and rear Walls sealed to another along the 
rim and provided With an inlet opening Wherein the receiv 
ing bag is provided With a cover of a porous sheet material 
covering one or both surfaces thereof and Wherein the cover 
is secured to the Wall or Walls of the receiving bag by 
Welding along the rim and in discrete locations over the 
surface of the cover. 

[0023] The securing of a cover of a porous sheet material 
covering one or both surfaces thereof to the Wall or Walls of 
the receiving bag by Welding along the rim and in discrete 
locations over the surface of the cover provides a product 
Which keeps its ?exibility While maintaining the resistance 
against folding and tearing on Wiping and shoWs improved 
properties With respect to venting of humidity in order to 
prevent skin problems. This is presumed to be due to the fact 
that there is a pattern of Welding seams in Which the tWo 
layers are integrated and neighbouring areas in Which the 
layers have been deformed leaving areas betWeen the Weld 
ing seams Where the layers are separated and thus better 
alloWs for venting of the area betWeen the skin and the Wall 
of the collecting bag. 

[0024] Suitable porous materials for use as cover for the 
purpose of the present invention are Woven or non-Woven 
sheet materials Which are moisture resistant and may be 
united With materials conventionally used in the production 
of ostomy appliances. Such materials are preferably com 
patible With the materials used for the preparation of ostomy 
appliances alloWing a simple assembling using Welding eg 
using heat, laser or high frequency Welding. 

[0025] Preferred materials for use as covers according to 
the present invention are non-Woven materials of polyeth 
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ylene, polypropylene or a polyester Which are thermoform 
able and may easily be Welded to the Wall of the bag using 
conventional techniques. 

[0026] The ostomy receiving bag according to the inven 
tion may be adapted for use together With an ostomy body 
side member (2-piece appliance) Wherein the receiving bag 
is provided With coupling means for releasable securing to 
matching coupling means placed on the ostomy body side 
member and Wherein the inlet opening is adapted for align 
ment With a hole of the ostomy body side member for 
receiving a stoma. 

[0027] The ostomy receiving bag according to the inven 
tion may, as an alternative, be adapted for use directly 
(l-piece appliance) in Which case the bag is provided With 
an adhesive Wafer for securing the receiving bag to the 
user’s skin, said bag and Wafer having an inlet opening for 
receiving a stoma. 

[0028] The receiving bag itself comprising front and rear 
Walls sealed to another along the rim and provided With an 
inlet opening may be made in analogy With and from 
materials conventionally used for the preparation of ostomy 
appliances. 

[0029] The Welding seams are preferably in the form of a 
regular pattern giving an option of How of air and transpor 
tation of humidity along the surface of the skin. 

[0030] Thus, it is preferred to provide dense Welding 
seams in Which a cover of a porous material is integrally 
united and deformed leaving the intermediate areas lifted 
and acting like cushions keeping the Wall of the collecting 
bag free of the skin. The deformation may be provided 
during the Welding of the cover layer to the Wall of the bag 
leaving the intermediate areas lifted from the Wall of the bag 
or, in the alternative, a cover layer having a honeycomb 
pattern may be used, in Which case the Welding seams are 
placed in the lines of the pattern 

[0031] These Welding seams may be produced in a manner 
analogous to the Welding of polymer sheets for production 
of ostomy bags. 

[0032] In the alternative, a cover layer having a honey 
comb-pattern is used and Welded to the Wall of the bag at the 
tops of the areas betWeen the lines of the pattern. Such 
Welding may be carried out by laser Welding or by conven 
tional Welding, preferably from the side of the Wall of the 
bag. 

[0033] An ostomy body side member for use together With 
an ostomy receiving bag according to the invention may be 
produced from standard materials normally used for prepa 
ration of disposable ostomy and Wound and incontinence 
devices. Thus, the adhesive Wafer may be made from a 
medical grade barrier adhesives knoWn in the such as the 
formulation being disclosed, for eXample in US. Pat. Nos. 
4,367,732, 5,051,259 or 5,714,225, and the body side mem 
ber is being provided With coupling means matching the 
coupling means of the receiving bag. 

[0034] The coupling means for use in connection With the 
present invention may be any suitable coupling means 
knoWn per se for coupling of ostomy base plates to ostomy 
collecting bags, e. g. a mechanical coupling such as matching 
coupling rings such as the coupling rings disclosed in WO 
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93/18725 or WO 94/18919 or matching ?anges for adhesive 
connection of the type disclosed in US. Pat. No. 5,800,415. 

[0035] Apreferred pattern is in the form of a honeycomb 
pattern having dense Welding seams in Which the tWo layers 
are integrally united and the deformation provided during 
the Welding leaves intermediate areas acting like cushions 
keeping the Wall of the collecting bag free of the skin and 
thus improving the venting of humidity. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0036] The invention is noW explained more in detail With 
reference to the draWings shoWing preferred embodiments 
of the invention. 

[0037] Reference is made to FIG. 1 of the draWings 
shoWing a proposed pattern for Welding a cover of a porous 
material to the surface of a Wall of an ostomy receiving bag 
of the invention. The pattern is in the form of regularly 
spaced discrete short Welding seams securing the porous 
layer to the Wall of the receiving bag. The pattern alloWs for 
venting along the surface of the Wall of the bag as this 
embodiment leaves small ridges of porous material betWeen 
the Welding seams. 

[0038] FIG. 2 shoWs an alternative pattern in the form of 
different Welding seams for Welding a cover of a porous 
material to the surface of a Wall of an ostomy receiving bag 
of the invention. 

[0039] FIG. 3 shoWs a further pattern for Welding a cover 
of a porous material to the surface of a Wall of an ostomy 
receiving bag of the invention. This pattern combines more 
dense areas With larger areas for more easy venting. In the 
more dense areas the venting is also secured due to the 
non-dense Welding in these areas. 

[0040] In FIG. 4 is shoWn a preferred pattern for Welding 
a cover of a porous material to the surface of a Wall of an 
ostomy receiving bag of the invention in the form of a 
rhombus or honeycomb pattern having dense Welding seams 
in Which the tWo layers are integrally united. The interme 
diate areas betWeen the Welding seams are deformed and 
thus keep the Wall of the receiving bag lifted from the skin 
and thereby improve the venting of humidity from the area 
covered by the collecting bag Without compromising easi 
ness of cleaning by Wiping using a humid or Wet cloth as no 
stiff areas protrude from the surface thus being generally 
smooth. When the cover is provided With a pre-formed 
honeycomb pattern it may be sufficient to Weld the cover to 
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the Wall of the bag using spaced discrete short Welding 
seams Which is also indicated in FIG. 4. 

[0041] FIG. 5 shoWs a sectional vieW of an embodiment 
of a Wall of a receiving bag according to the preferred 
embodiment clearly shoWing the dense Welding seams in 
Which a cover of a porous material is integrally united and 
deformed leaving the intermediate areas lifted and acting 
like cushions keeping the Wall of the collecting bag free of 
the skin. 

[0042] The deformation may be provided during the Weld 
ing of the cover layer to the Wall of the bag leaving the 
intermediate areas lifted from the Wall of the bag or, in the 
alternative, a cover layer having a honeycomb-pattern may 
be used, in Which case the Welding seams are placed in the 
lines of the pattern. 

[0043] Reference is made to FIG. 6 shoWing another 
embodiment of a Wall of a receiving bag according to the 
invention in Which a cover layer having a honeycomb 
pattern is Welded to the Wall of the bag at the tops of the 
areas betWeen the lines of the pattern. Such Welding may be 
carried out by laser Welding or by conventional Welding, 
preferably from the side of the Wall of the bag. 

1. A disposable receiving bag comprising front and rear 
Walls sealed together along the rim and provided With an 
inlet opening Wherein the receiving bag is provided With a 
cover of a porous sheet material covering one or both 
surfaces thereof and Wherein the cover is secured to the Wall 
or Walls of the receiving bag by Welding along the rim and 
in discrete locations over the surface of the cover. 

2. An ostomy receiving bag as claimed in claim 1 Wherein 
the receiving bag is provided With coupling means for 
releasable securing to matching coupling means placed on 
the ostomy body side member and Wherein the inlet opening 
is adapted for alignment With a hole of an ostomy body side 
member for receiving a stoma. 

3. An ostomy receiving bag as claimed in claim 1 Wherein 
the bag is provided With an adhesive Wafer for securing the 
receiving bag to the user’s skin, said Wafer having an inlet 
opening and for receiving a stoma. 

4. An ostomy appliance as claimed in any of claims 1-3 
Wherein the Welding is in the form of a pattern covering the 
surface of the cover. 

5. An ostomy appliance as claimed in claim 4 Wherein the 
Welding is in the form of a regular pattern. 

6. An ostomy appliance as claimed in claim 5 Wherein the 
Welding is in the form of a honeycomb pattern. 

* * * * * 


