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(57) ABSTRACT 

A WindoW treatment siZed to ?t over a WindoW opening. In 
one embodiment, the WindoW treatment has a roW of ties 
positioned horizontally along the top portion of the WindoW 
treatment. The WindoW treatment also has one or more roWs 

of openings (e.g., grommets) positioned horizontally along 
a loWer portion of the WindoW treatment. The roWs of 
openings are fastened to the roW of ties, alloWing the loWer 
portion of the WindoW treatment to be removably secured in 
a raised position. This alloWs a portion of the WindoW to be 
exposed While the WindoW treatment is positioned over the 
WindoW opening. 
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WINDOW TREATMENT PANELS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of US. 
application Ser. No. 10/739,602, ?led Dec. 18, 2003, Which 
is a continuation-in-part of US. application Ser. No. 10/032, 
336, ?led Dec. 21, 2001. The entire disclosure of each of 
these prior applications is incorporated herein by reference 
in their entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] WindoWs such as those found in residential settings 
are typically provided With WindoW treatments. The term 
“WindoW treatment,” as used herein, includes, but is not 
limited to curtains, drapes, fabric panels, blinds and 
valences. Any type of drapery fabric, curtain fabric, Wood, 
metal, jute, bamboo or other natural or man-made material 
may be used to make the WindoW treatment of the invention. 

[0003] The primary function of a WindoW treatment is to 
restrict the amount of light and visual access through Win 
doWs. HoWever, the aesthetic effect of a WindoW treatment 
is considered by most purchasers as being the primary basis 
for selection of one of a plurality of competing styles. Once 
a particular style is chosen, it is usually not possible to vary 
the visual effect that a particular style provides When the 
WindoW treatment is placed in front of a WindoW. EXamples 
of several prior art WindoW treatments are found in US. Pat. 
No. 2,668,587; US. Pat. No. 2,611,428; US. Pat. No. 
6,142,210 and US. Pat. No. 3,952,988. 

[0004] Generally, WindoW treatments are cut to provide 
various visual effects in that When the WindoW treatment is 
placed in position in front of a WindoW, the WindoW is 
‘framed’ by the pro?le of the WindoW treatment. The visual 
effect of a particular WindoW treatment may only be modi 
?ed by using cloth tie backs or means Which alloW for the 
horiZontally movement of the WindoW treatment such as 
movable suspending means or traverse rods. 

[0005] The applicants have devised a WindoW treatment 
system Which has a plurality of fastening means that are 
arranged to alloW for the partial or complete raising of the 
WindoW treatment. This structure alloWs the user to select a 
number of positions Which vary the eXposure of the WindoW 
to admit varying amounts of light or visual access to the 
WindoW opening Without having to remove the WindoW 
treatment from its ?Xed position in front of a WindoW. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The invention provides a WindoW treatment siZed 
to ?t substantially over a WindoW opening. The WindoW 
treatment comprising one or more ?rst fastening means 
af?Xed to the WindoW treatment in order to alloW a loWer 
portion of the WindoW treatment to be raised vertically and 
af?Xed to a surface of the WindoW treatment. This enables at 
least a portion of the WindoW opening to be eXposed. 
Generally, there Will be one roW of a second fastening means 
capable of being af?Xed to the ?rst fastening means. In one 
alternative embodiment, the WindoW treatment may com 
prise from 1 to 7, preferably 3 to 5 roWs of a second 
fastening means. The ?rst fastening means and second 
fastening means are intended to hold a loWer portion of the 
WindoW treatment to an upper portion of the WindoW treat 
ment. 
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[0007] Accordingly, it is a primary object of this invention 
to provide a WindoW treatment that can be arranged in 
different con?gurations When it is hung in front of a WindoW. 

[0008] It is also an object of the invention to provide a 
WindoW treatment that can be arranged in many con?gura 
tions to provide different visual impressions. 

[0009] It is also an object of the invention to provide a 
WindoW treatment Which may be easily opened and closed to 
act as a privacy closure for a WindoW as Well as a decorative 

WindoW treatment. 

[0010] It is also an object of the invention to provide a 
WindoW treatment that provides at least tWo distinct visual 
impressions by means of ties and openings in the panel (e. g., 
grommets) that may be used to vary the area of the WindoW 
opening that is eXposed on the inside of the WindoW. 

[0011] These and other objects of the invention Will 
become apparent from a revieW of the speci?cation and 
accompanying draWings. The draWings represent non-lim 
iting embodiments of the present invention. The draWings 
are merely illustrative, and are not exhaustive of the various 
con?gurations the present invention may take. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a front plan vieW of a fabric panel having 
tab tops, a horiZontal roW of button means and the horiZontal 
roWs of loop means. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of the fabric panel of FIG. 
1 Where the three roWs of loops have been fastened seriatim 
onto the button means. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of FIG. 2 Which 
shoWs the folded edges of the fabric panel When the roWs of 
loops are attached to the button means. 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a plan vieW of a panel having tab tops, a 
horiZontal roW of ties and roWs of grommets. 

[0016] FIG. 5 is a plan vieW of the panel of FIG. 4 Where 
the ties have been fastened Seriatim onto the grommets. 

[0017] FIG. 6 shoWs a perspective vieW of FIG. 5 shoW 
ing the folded edges of the panel When the roWs of ties are 
fastened to the grommets 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0018] FIG. 1 discloses an embodiment of a fabric panel 
2 having tab tops 3, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d and 36 having interacting 
means Which comprise button roW 4 and loop roWs 6, 6a and 
6b. The buttons 5, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d and 5e are spaced at 
substantially equal intervals in a horiZontal direction across 
the fabric panel 2. 

[0019] The loop roWs 6, 6a and 6b are spaced at gradually 
increasing intervals from the bottom of the fabric panel to 
the top of the fabric panel in order to provide substantially 
equal amounts of eXposed fabric 10, 12 on the hidden panels 
14, 16 Which are under folded sections 18 and 20 When the 
roWs of loops 6, 6a and 6b are all fastened to the button 
means 5, 5a, 5c, 5d and 56. Front sections 18, 20 and 22 
result from the folding of the fabric panel to alloW for 
fastening of the loops onto the button means. 
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[0020] As best seen in FIG. 2, When all of the loops in 
roWs 6, 6a and 6b are fastened sequentially With the highest 
roW being fastened ?rst and the loWest roW being fastened 
last to the button means the fabric panel presents a series of 
folded edges 10, 12 Which provide an aesthetically pleasing 
front and side pro?les to the vieWer. At the same time, the 
buttons and loops function to provide a secure means of 
holding the fabric panel in one or more open positions that 
may be used for control of the amount of light that is alloWed 
to pass through the WindoW. 

[0021] If desired, the fabrics may be printed in such a 
manner that a preselected design may be formed When the 
WindoW treatment is placed in the ‘button up’ position. 

[0022] The embodiment of FIG. 1 is shoWn With a tab top 
suspending means but any other type of ring or rod type 
suspending sleeve may be used to provide a means for 
suspending the WindoW treatments of the invention. 

[0023] In one alternative embodiment, the present inven 
tion comprises a ?rst fastening means and a second fastening 
means. That is, the ?rst fastening means is adapted to be 
removably secured to the second fastening means, or vice 
versa. The fastening means may include, but is not limited 
to any type of a protrusion such as a post, button, knob, 
curved hook, Velcro etc. that is capable of holding a loop or 
fabric loop or rope type loop, or a loop of roping or thread, 
for eXample. The fastening means may also comprise, a 
metal ring, snaps, buttons and button holes or Velcro type 
fastening system. 

[0024] The ?rst fastening means and the second fastening 
means are siZed to alloW for quick engagement and disen 
gagement of each other in order to facilitate the operation of 
the WindoW treatment. In one alternative embodiment, the 
?rst fastening means is a roW of buttons, and the second 
fastening means is one or more roWs of loops. Here, it is 
preferred to place the button means and loop means as 
shoWn in FIG. 1. It is possible to reverse the positions of the 
?rst fastening means and the second fastening means so that 
roWs of ?rst fastening means are available to be af?Xed to a 
single roW of second fastening means located at the upper 
part of the WindoW treatment. 

[0025] In another alternative embodiment, roWs of buttons 
and loops may be spaced as shoWn in FIG. 3 or in any type 
of spacing to achieve any desired effect. The roWs of buttons 
and loops are shoWn in a horiZontal arrangement but it is 
Within the scope of the invention to arrange the roWs of 
buttons and loops in various angled or arced con?gurations 
to achieve any desired visual effect. Each roW of buttons and 
loops may comprise from 3 to 10, preferably 4 to 8 buttons 
and loops, depending on the Weight of the fabric, the Width 
of the panel and the visual effect that is desired. 

[0026] It is preferred to use one roW of buttons arranged 
horiZontally at a location Which is Within 0-12 inches, 
preferably Within four inches of the top edge of the means 
Which are used to suspend the panel in front of the WindoW. 

[0027] FIGS. 4-6 disclose an embodiment of a panel 2 
having tab tops 3, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d and 36 having interacting 
means Which comprise tie roWs 4 and openings (e.g., grom 
mets) 6, 6a and 6b. The ties 5, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d and 5e are 
spaced at substantially equal intervals in a horiZontal direc 
tion across the fabric panel 2. 
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[0028] The roWs of openings (e.g., grommets) 6, 6a and 6b 
are spaced at gradually increasing intervals from the bottom 
of the fabric panel to the top of the fabric panel in order to 
provide substantially equal amounts of eXposed fabric 10, 12 
on the hidden panels 14, 16 Which are under folded sections 
18 and 20 When the roWs of openings 6, 6a and 6b are all 
fastened to the ties 5, 5a, 5c, 5d and 56. 

[0029] As best seen in FIGS. 5 and 6, When all of the roWs 
of openings 6, 6a and 6b are fastened sequentially With the 
highest roW being fastened ?rst and the loWest roW being 
fastened last to the ties the fabric panel presents a series of 
folded edges Which provide an aesthetically pleasing front 
and side pro?les to the vieWer. At the same time, the 
openings and ties function to provide a secure means of 
holding the fabric panel in one or more open positions that 
may be used to control the amount of light alloWed to pass 
through the WindoW. 

[0030] If desired, the fabrics may be printed in such a 
manner that a preselected design may be formed When the 
WindoW treatment is placed in the ‘tie up’ position. 

[0031] The embodiments of FIGS. 4-6 are shoWn With a 
tab top suspending means but any other type of ring or rod 
type suspending sleeve may be used to provide a means for 
suspending the WindoW treatments of the invention. 

[0032] As used herein the term “tie” or “ties” may include 
but is not limited to a cord, rope, strap, string, boW, sWath of 
material, or any other similar means capable of securing a 
portion of the panel in a raised position. The tie may 
comprise any type of fabric and/or other natural or man 
made material. 

[0033] The objects to Which the ties are secured may 
comprise any type of a protrusion such as a post, button, 
knob, curved hook, Velcro, a metal ring, snaps, buttons or 
any other suitable type of fastening system. The ties may 
also be secured to one or more openings in the panel. Such 
openings may include grommets. It is understood that the 
present invention is not limited to grommets. Any opening 
capable of receiving a tie therethrough is Within the scope of 
the present invention. As used herein, the term “grommet” 
may include, but is not limited to, any reinforced opening, 
including, but not limited to, a reinforced eyelet. The grom 
met may be reinforced With metal, plastic, fabric or any 
other suitable material capable of maintaining the shape of 
the opening in the panel. 

[0034] The ties and the grommets are siZed to alloW for 
quick engagement and disengagement of the ties in order to 
facilitate the operation of the WindoW treatment. It is pos 
sible to reverse the positions of the roWs of ties and the roWs 
of grommets so that roWs of ties are available to be af?Xed 
to a single roW of grommets located at the upper part of the 
WindoW treatment. 

[0035] The roWs of ties and grommets may be spaced as 
shoWn in FIG. 4 or in any other suitable spacing to achieve 
any desired effect. The roWs of ties and grommets are shoWn 
in a horiZontal arrangement but it is Within the scope of the 
invention to arrange the roWs of ties and grommets in 
various angled or arced con?gurations to achieve any 
desired visual effect. Each roW of ties and grommets may 
comprise from 3 to 10, preferably 4 to 8 ties and grommets, 
depending on the Weight of the fabric, the Width of the panel 
and the visual effect that is desired. 
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[0036] It is preferred to use one roW of ties arranged 
horizontally at a location Which is Within 0-12 inches, 
preferably Within four inches of the top edge of the means 
used to suspend the panel in front of the WindoW. 

[0037] Throughout the description, Where the present 
invention is described as having, including, or comprising 
speci?c components, or Where processes are described as 
having, including, or comprising speci?c process steps, it is 
contemplated that the present invention also consists essen 
tially of, or consists of, the recited components or processing 
steps. Also, one or more steps or elements may be omitted 
from the claimed invention, or the invention described 
herein suitably may be practiced in the absence of any 
component or step Which is or is not speci?cally disclosed 
herein, so long as the invention remains operable. 

[0038] Further, the present invention may be embodied in 
other speci?c forms Without departing from the spirit or 
essential characteristics thereof. The foregoing embodi 
ments and ?gures are therefore to be considered illustrative 
rather than limiting the invention described herein. 

[0039] The content of each patent and non-patent docu 
ment referred to herein is eXpressly incorporated herein by 
reference in its entirety. 

[0040] The foregoing description of a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention has been presented for purposes of 
illustration and description. It is not intended to be eXhaus 
tive or to limit the invention precise form disclosed. Obvious 
modi?cations or variations are possible in light of the above 
teachings. All such obvious modi?cations and variations are 
intended to be Within the scope of the appended claims. 

We claim: 
1. A raisable WindoW treatment siZed to ?t substantially 

over a WindoW opening, the WindoW treatment capable of 
being raised or loWered Without the use of draW strings, the 
WindoW treatment comprising: 

(i) a roW of ties and at least one roW of openings for 
removably securing at least a portion of the WindoW 
treatment in a raised position While the WindoW treat 
ment is positioned over the WindoW opening; 

(ii) the roW of ties is af?Xed to the WindoW treatment 
along an upper portion of the WindoW treatment; 

(iii) the at least one roW of openings is positioned along 
a loWer portion of the WindoW treatment; 

(iv) the openings in the at least one roW of openings are 
adapted for receiving the ties therethrough; 

(v) the WindoW treatment is in a raised position When the 
roW of ties is fastened to the at least one roW of 
openings, thereby causing the loWer portion of the 
WindoW treatment to be removably secured in the 
raised position While the WindoW treatment is posi 
tioned over the WindoW opening; and 

(vi) the fastening of the roW of ties to the at least one roW 
of openings is the only manner by Which the loWer 
portion of the WindoW treatment is removably secured 
in a raised position While the WindoW treatment is 
positioned over the WindoW opening. 

2. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, Wherein the at least 
one roW of openings is a roW of grommets. 
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3. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, Wherein the at least 
one roW of ties is arranged horiZontally at a location Which 
is about 0.1 to about 12 inches from the top edge of the 
WindoW treatment. 

4. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, further comprising a 
tab top suspending sleeve for suspending the WindoW treat 
ment in front of the WindoW opening. 

5. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, further comprising 
multiple roWs of openings; the multiple roWs of openings are 
arranged to provide a WindoW treatment having folded 
sections of substantially equal siZe When the WindoW treat 
ment is in the raised position. 

6. A raisable WindoW treatment siZed to ?t substantially 
over a WindoW opening, the WindoW treatment capable of 
being raised or loWered Without the use of draW strings, the 
WindoW treatment comprising: 

(i) a roW of openings and at least one roW of ties for 
removably securing at least a portion of the WindoW 
treatment in a raised position While the WindoW treat 
ment is positioned over the WindoW opening; 

(ii) the roW of openings is af?Xed to the WindoW treatment 
along an upper portion of the WindoW treatment; 

(iii) the at least one roW of ties is positioned along a loWer 
portion of the WindoW treatment; 

(iv) the openings in the roW of openings are adapted for 
receiving the ties therethrough; 

(v) the WindoW treatment is in a raised position When at 
least one roW of ties is fastened to the roW of openings, 
thereby causing the loWer portion of the WindoW treat 
ment to be removably secured in the raised position 
While the WindoW treatment is positioned over the 
WindoW opening; and 

(vi) the fastening of the at least one roW of ties to one roW 
of openings is the only manner by Which the loWer 
portion of the WindoW treatment is removably secured 
in a raised position While the WindoW treatment is 
positioned over the WindoW opening. 

7. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, Wherein the roW of 
openings is a roW of grommets. 

8. A raisable WindoW treatment siZed to ?t substantially 
over a WindoW opening, the WindoW treatment capable of 
being raised or loWered Without the use of draW strings, the 
WindoW treatment comprising: 

(i) a roW of ties and three roWs of openings for removably 
securing at least a portion of the WindoW treatment in 
a raised position While the WindoW treatment is posi 
tioned over the WindoW opening; 

(ii) the roW of ties is af?Xed to the WindoW treatment 
along an upper portion of the WindoW treatment; the 
roW of ties extending horiZontally across the upper 
portion of the WindoW treatment; 

(iii) the three roWs of openings are positioned beloW the 
roW of ties; each roW of openings eXtends horiZontally 
across the WindoW treatment, and each roW of openings 
is spaced apart from the other roWs of openings; 

(iv) the openings in three roWs of openings are adapted for 
receiving the ties therethrough; 

(v) the WindoW treatment is in a raised position When the 
roW of ties is fastened to the ?rst, second or third roW 
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of openings, thereby causing a loWer portion of the 
WindoW treatment to be removably secured in the 
raised position While the WindoW treatment is posi 
tioned over the WindoW opening; and 

(vi) the fastening of the roW of ties to the ?rst, second or 
third roW of openings is the only manner by Which the 
loWer portion of the WindoW treatment is removably 
secured in a raised position While the WindoW treatment 
is positioned over the WindoW opening. 

9. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, Wherein the three 
roWs of openings are a roWs of grommets. 

10. A raisable WindoW treatment siZed to ?t substantially 
over a WindoW opening, the WindoW treatment capable of 
being raised or loWered Without the use of draW strings, the 
WindoW treatment comprising: 

(i) a roW of openings and three roWs of ties for removably 
securing at least a portion of the WindoW treatment in 
a raised position While the WindoW treatment is posi 
tioned over the WindoW opening; 

(ii) the roW of openings is af?Xed to the WindoW treatment 
along an upper portion of the WindoW treatment; the 
roW of openings extending horiZontally across the 
WindoW treatment and each roW of ties is spaced apart 
from the other roW of ties; 

(iii) the three roWs of ties are positioned beloW the roW of 
openings; each roW of ties extending horiZontally 
across the WindoW treatment and each roW ofties is 
spaced apart from the other roW of ties; 

(iv) the openings in the roWs of openings are adapted for 
receiving the ties therethrough; 

(v) the WindoW treatment is in a raised position When the 
?rst, second or third roW of ties is fastened to the roW 
of openings, thereby causing a loWer portion of the 
WindoW treatment to be removably secured in the 
raised position While the WindoW treatment is posi 
tioned over the WindoW opening; and 
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(vi) the fastening of the ?rst, second or third roW of ties 
to the one roW of openings is the only manner by Which 
the loWer portion of the WindoW treatment is removably 
secured in a raised position While the WindoW treatment 
is positioned over the WindoW opening. 

11. The WindoW treatment of claim 1, Wherein the roW of 
openings is a roW of grommets. 

12. The WindoW treatment of claims 8, Wherein the at least 
one roW of ties is arranged horiZontally at a location Which 
is about 0.1 to about 12 inches from the top edge of the 
WindoW treatment. 

13. The WindoW treatment of claim 6, further comprising 
a tab top suspending sleeve for suspending the WindoW 
treatment in front of the WindoW opening. 

14. The WindoW treatment of claim 8, further comprising 
a tab top suspending the WindoW treatment in front of the 
WindoW opening. 

15. The WindoW treatment of claim 10, further comprising 
a tab top suspending sleeve for suspending the WindoW 
treatment in front of the WindoW opening. 

16. The WindoW treatment of claim 8, Wherein the three 
roWs of openings are arranged to provide a WindoW treat 
ment having folded sections of substantially equal siZe When 
the WindoW treatment is in the raised position. 

17. The WindoW treatment of claim 8, Wherein the three 
roWs of openings are positioned to permit the portion of the 
WindoW treatment to be raised at three different heights 
relative to the top of the Window treatment When the ?rst, 
second or third roW of ties is fastened to the roW of openings. 

18. The WindoW treatment of claim 10, Wherein the three 
roWs of ties are positioned along the WindoW treatment to 
permit the portion of the WindoW treatment to be raised at 
three different heights relative to the top or the WindoW 
treatment When the ?rst, second or third roW of ties is 
fastened to the roW of openings. 


