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BINAPHTHOL BASED CHROMOPHORES FOR 
THE FABRICATION OF BLUE ORGANIC LIGHT 

EMITTING DIODES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

[0001] Semiconducting (conjugated) polymers, oligomers 
and small molecules have been studied as electrolumines 
cent materials for use in light emitting displays since the 
early 1990s. Such emissive polymer displays offer a number 
of advantages, including high brightness at loW operating 
voltage, loW Weight, thin pro?le and loW poWer consump 
tion over conventional display elements such as incandes 
cent lamps and liquid crystal displays. 

[0002] The requirements of the electroluminescent layer 
for use in high ef?ciency, stable light emitting devices 
include the folloWing: 

[0003] A. High Photoluminescence (“PL”) Ef?ciency 

[0004] In an ef?cient luminescent medium, radiative 
recombination is favored over non-radiative recombination. 
PL ef?ciencies in eXcess of 10% are preferred; PL ef?cien 
cies in eXcess of 25% are still more preferred; and PL 
ef?ciencies in eXcess of 50% are still more preferred. 

[0005] B. B. Good Film Forming Ability 

[0006] Emissive organic materials that form high quality 
pin-hole free ?lms by evaporation, are preferred. 

[0007] C. Good Thermal Stability 

[0008] To ensure good thermal stability, the material 
should be designed to have a high glass transition tempera 
ture (Tg). 

[0009] D. Balanced Carrier Injection and Transport 

[0010] High ef?ciency light emitting diodes (“LEDs”) 
require balanced carrier injection and transport. Ideally, the 
injection of holes at the anode and electrons at the cathode 
should be equal and the transport mobility of electrons and 
holes in the overall device should be equal. 

[0011] Several classes of luminescent polymers have been 
disclosed in the art heretofore. These include, for eXample, 
poly[1,4-phenylene vinylene], PPV [J . H. Burroughs, D. D. 
C. Bradley, A. R. BroWn, R. N. Marks, K. Mackay, R. H. 
Friend, P. L. Burns and A. B. Holmes, Nature 347, 539 
(1990)], soluble derivatives of PPV, such as MEH-PPV 
[US Pat. No. 5,189,136], Aryl-substituted-PPV Spre 
itZer, W. Kreuder, H. Becher, H. Schoo, R. Demandt, Ger 
man Pat. WO 98/27136], and PPV copolymers [European 
Patent 0544795, WO 9804610A1, H. Becker, H. SpreitZer, 
Y. Cao,Adv. Mater. 12(1), 42 (2000)]. Soluble derivatives of 
polythiophene are also knoWn in the art, for eXample the 
poly(3-alkylthiophenes) [D. Braun, G. Gustafssom, D. 
Mcbranch, J. Appl. Phys. 72, 564 (1992)]. The photolumi 
nescent spectra of these polymers typically fall in the visible 
spectral region With colors ranging from green to red. 
Considerable progress have been made toWard using these 
materials in light emitting displays With lifetimes suf?cient 
for commercial products [Chi Zhang, Gang Yu and Yong 
Cao, US. Pat. No. 5,798,170, Ian Park, Yong Cao and C. Y. 
Yang, J. Appl. Phys. 85(4), 2441 (1999)]. 
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[0012] LoW molar mass organic molecules can also be 
used for electroluminescence (“EL”) applications [S. A. 
VanSlyke; C. H. Chen; C. W. Tang, Appl. Phys. Lett. 1996, 
69 2160]. Disadvantages of these materials include their 
propensity for crystalliZation and dif?culties in obtaining 
?lms by solution processing. 

[0013] In response to the draWbacks of polymeric and loW 
molar mass organic molecules for EL applications, there is 
intense interest in developing materials of intermediate 
dimensions With topological attributes that discourage crys 
talliZation. Examples include spiro-[Donald Lupo, Josef 
.Salbeck, Hermann Schenk, Thomas Stehlin, Roland Stem, 
Arno Wolf US. Pat. No. 5,480,217] and trigonal star-shaped 
[Y. Shirota, J. Mater. Chem. 10, 1 (2000)] molecules. The 
choice of shape comes from consideration of hoW this 
molecular characteristic translates into a tendency of the 
bulk material to achieve an ordered lattice. FeW guidelines 
are available for this purpose and neW general structures that 
combine a preference to form useful ?lms With the elec 
trooptical requirements for EL are needed for the fabrication 
of more ef?cient LEDs. Examples of the use of a binaphthol 
frameWork as a suitable core for the synthesis of amorphous 
organic chromophores for EL applications has been reported 
[J . C. OstroWski, R. AHudack, M. R. Robinson, S. Wang, G. 
C. BaZan, Chem. Eur. J, 2001, 7(20), 4500]. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] One object of the present invention is to provide 
blue electroluminescent materials based on a binaphtyl 
compound of the general formula (I) 

(I) 

[0015] Wherein each of Ar1 and Ar2 is independently a 
substituted or non-substituted aromatic hydrocarbon or a 
substituted or non-substituted aromatic heterocycle, each X1 
and X2 is independently a substituted or non-substituted 
aromatic hydrocarbon, each n1 and n2 is independently 0 or 
1, and Wherein the compound’s binaphtyl frameWork can 
optionally and independently have one or more substituent 
groups at any position eXcept those occupied by (X1)n1Ar1 
and (X2 n2Ar2. 

[0016] The present invention also provides an organic 
light emitting device comprising a layer betWeen an anode 
and a cathode, the layer including a binaphtyl compound of 
the present invention. The binaphtyl-containing layer can be 
an emissive layer, or can be in addition to an emissive layer. 
Preferably, the concentration of the binaphtyl compound in 
the layer is betWeen about 0.01 to 20% by Weight. If 
additional to the emissive layer, the binaphtyl-containing 
layer can be placed betWeen the anode and emissive layer, 
or betWeen the emissive layer and cathode. 
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[0017] The binaphthol compounds of the present inven 
tion can also be useful for ?uorescent dyes, sensors and 
probes in various media including biological membranes 
and cells. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0018] FIG. 1A is a graph shoWing the absorption of a 
binaphtyl compound in chloroform; 

[0019] FIG. 1B is a graph shoWing the normaliZed PL of 
a binaphtyl compound; 

[0020] FIG. 1C is a graph shoWing the absorption of a 
binaphtyl compound in chloroform; 

[0021] FIG. 1D is a graph shoWing the normaliZed PL of 
a binaphtyl compound; 

[0022] FIG. 2 is a draWing of a stripe pattern etched by 
photolithographic techniques; 

[0023] FIG. 3 is a sketch of an electroluminescent device; 

[0024] FIG. 4A shoWs the EL and PL spectra for a 
binaphtyl compound; 

[0025] FIG. 4B shoWs the EL and PL spectra for a 
binaphtyl compound; 

[0026] FIG. 5A shoWs the EL intensity-voltage curves for 
devices incorporating the binaphtyl compounds of the 
present invention; and 

[0027] FIG. 5B shoWs the current density-voltage curves 
for devices incorporating the binaphtyl compounds of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0028] In the compound of formula (I), the (X1)n1Ar1 and 
(X2)n2Ar2 groups are preferably such as to provide for blue 
emitted light. Each Ar1 and Ar2 can be independently a 
substituted or non-substituted aromatic hydrocarbon or aro 

matic heterocycle. EXamples of such aromatic hydrocarbon 
groups include the folloWing. 
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-continued 

633% 
[0029] EXamples of such aromatic heterocyclic groups 
include the folloWing. 
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[0030] Preferably, both Ar1 and Ar2 are three, four or 
?ve-condensed aromatic rings. More preferably, both Ar1 
and Ar2 arc the same three, four or ?ve-condensed aromatic 
rings. Examples of substituent groups on Ar1 and Ar2 include 
an alkyl group such as methyl group and ethyl group, an 
alkenyl group such as vinyl group, an alkoxy group such as 
methoxy group and ethoxy group, an alkoxycarbonyl group 
such as methoxycarbonyl group and ethoxycarbonyl group, 
and an aromatic group such as phenyl group. 

[0031] In the compound, each X1 and X2 can be indepen 
dently a substituted or non-substituted aromatic hydrocar 
bon. Preferably, both X1 and x2 are one, tWo or three 
condensed rings such as the folloWing. 

[0032] More preferably, both X1 and X2 are phenylene 
groups. 

[0033] Preferably, the binaphtyl compound has the for 
mula (II): 

an 
R1 

(X513 

R2 

(X01. 
/ 

Ar1 Ar2 

2 

[0034] Wherein the (X1)n1Ar1 and (X2)n2Ar2 groups are as 
described above and each R1 and R2 is independently a 
substituted or non-substituted alkyl group or alkoxy group. 
Examples of such alky groups include methyl, ethyl, propyl, 
butyl, sec-butyl, tert-butyl, pentyl, hexyl, heptyl, octyl, 
stearyl, 2-phenylisopropyl, trichloromethyl, tri?uoromethyl, 
benZyl, ot-phenoxybenZyl, ot,ot-dimethylbenZyl, ot,ot-meth 
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ylphenylbenZyl, ot,ot-ditri?uoromethylbenZyl, triphenylm 
ethyl and ot-benZyloxybenZyl. Examples of such alkoxy 
groups include methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, n-butoxy, t-bu 
toxy, n-octyloxy, t-octyloxy, 1,1,1-tetra?uoroethoxy, phe 
noxy, benZyloxy and octylphenoxy. 

[0035] Compounds of formula (II) have good solubilities 
in common organic solvents, resist crystalliZation and can be 
sublimed in a device fabrication process. These properties 
enable the fabrication of organic electroluminescent devices. 
The R1 and R2 groups are preferably chosen to control the 
glass transition temperature of the material. More preferably, 
for ease of synthesis, both R1 and R2 are alkoxy groups. 
Most preferably, both R1 and R2 are the same alkoxy groups. 
Also, in various embodiments, R1 and R2 can bind to each 
other to form a substituted or non-substituted ring structure. 

The binaphtyl frameWork of the compound of formula (I) or 
formula (II) can be substituted or non-substituted. A frame 
Work substituent can include a halogen atom such as ?uo 

rine, chlorine, bromine and iodine, a hydroxyl group, and 
substituted or non-substituted alkyl, alkenyl, alkoxy or 
alkoxycarbonyl group at any position except those occupied 
by (X1)n1Ar1, (X2 )n2Ar2. Examples of such substituted or 
non-substituted groups include an alkyl group such as 

methyl group and ethyl group, an alkenyl group such as 
vinyl group, an alkoxy group such as methoxy group and 
ethoxy group, and an alkoxycarbonyl group such as meth 
oxycarbonyl group and ethoxycarbonyl group, all of Which 
may have substitutents. 

[0036] The binaphthol compounds of the present inven 
tion can be prepared by methods Which are Well knoWn in 
the literature. Typical procedures are described in standard 
Works on organic synthesis, e.g. Houben-Weyl, Methoden 
de Organischen Chemie (Methods of Organic Chemistry), 
Georg-Thieme-Verlag, Stuttgart and in the appropriate vol 
umes of the series “The Chemistry of heterocyclic Com 
pounds” by A. Weissberger and E. C. Taylor (editors). The 
preparations described herein are carried out under reaction 
conditions Which are knoWn and suitable for said reactions. 
Variations of these reaction conditions are Well knoWn in the 
literature. 

[0037] Suitable binaphtyl derivatives according to the 
present invention are as folloWs: 
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-continued 

[0038] The binaphtyl compounds shown herein can have 
strong ?uorescence intensity and thermal stability. There 
fore, stable luminescent performance can be achieved by 
using the binaphtyl compounds in organic luminous layers 
of organic electroluminescent devices. 

[0039] The construction of an organic electroluminescent 
device according to the present invention is described beloW 
by reference to FIG. 3. HoWever, the present invention is not 
limited thereto. 

[0040] An embodiment of an organic electroluminescent 
device according to the present invention is shoWn in FIG. 
3 of Example 4, beloW, in a schematic sectional vieW. 
Referring to FIG. 3, the construction of an organic elec 
troluminescent device of the present invention can be 
described as folloWs. 

[0041] An anode 31 is deposited on a substrate 30 The 
substrate becomes a support of the organic electrolumines 
cent device and can be, for example, a plate of quartZ or 
glass, a metal sheet or foil, or a plastic ?lm or sheet. In 
particular, a glass plate or a transparent synthetic resin plate 
such as polyester or polymethacrylate is preferred. In the 
case of using a synthetic resin substrate, it is necessary to 
take notice of the gas-barrier property. If the substrate has 
excessively loW gas-barrier property, the organic electrolu 
minescent device may disadvantageously deteriorate due to 
outside air passing through the substrate. Accordingly, a 
dense silicon oxide ?lm or the like is provided at least on one 
surface of the synthetic resin substrate to ensure the gas 
barrier property, and this is one of the preferred methods. 

[0042] The anode 31 ?lls the role of injecting holes into a 
hole-transporting layer 33. The anode is generally composed 
of a metal such as aluminum, gold, and silver, a metal oxide 
such as indium oxide and/or tin oxide, a metal halide such 
as copper iodide, a carbon black or an electrically conduc 
tive polymer such as poly(3-methyl thiophene), polypyrrole 
or polyaniline. The anode is usually formed by sputtering or 
vacuum vapor deposition. In the case Where a metal ?ne 
particle of silver, a ?ne particle of copper iodide, carbon 
black, an electrically conductive metal oxide ?ne particle or 
an electrically conductive polymer ?ne particle is used, the 
anode can be formed by dispersing this in an appropriate 
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binder resin solution and applying the dispersion solution on 
the substrate. Furthermore, in the case of using an electri 
cally conductive polymer, the anode can be provided by 
forming a thin ?lm directly on the substrate using electro 
lytic polymeriZation or by coating the electrically conduc 
tive polymer on the substrate (see, Appl. Phys. Lett., Vol. 60, 
page 2711 (1992)). 

[0043] The anode 31 may also be a stacked layer structure 
formed by stacking layers comprising different materials. 

[0044] The thickness of the anode 31 varies depending on 
the required transparency. In the case Where the transparency 
is necessary, the transmittance of visible ray is usually set to 
about 60% or more, preferably about 80% or more, and in 
this case, the thickness is usually from about 5-1,000 nm, 
preferably on the order of about 10-500 nm. In the case 
Where the transparency is not required, the anode 31 may 
have substantially the same thickness as the substrate 30. A 
different electrically conductive material can also be further 
stacked on the anode. 

[0045] On the anode 31, a hole-transporting layer 33 is 
provided. The material for the hole-transporting layer pref 
erably ensures high ef?ciency in the hole injection from the 
anode and ef?cient transportation of the injected holes. To 
satisfy these requirements, the material preferably has a 
small ioniZation potential, a high transparency to visible ray, 
a high hole mobility, excellent stability and dif?culty of 
generating impurities serving as a trap during the production 
or use. Since the hole-transporting layer 33 contacts a 
light-emitting layer 34, the material for the hole-transporting 
layer preferably does not quench the light emission from the 
light-emitting layer 34 and preferably does not form an 
exciplex betWeen the hole-transporting layer 33 and the 
light-emitting layer 34 Which reduces the ef?ciency. In 
addition to these general requirements,, When the device is 
required to have heat resistance, such as When the device is 
mounted on vehicles, the material preferably has a Tg of 
about 75° C. or more, and preferably, about 85° C. or more. 

[0046] Examples of the hole-transporting material include 
aromatic diamines containing tWo or more tertiary amines 
and having tWo or more condensed aromatic rings substi 
tuted to nitrogen atoms, represented by 4,4‘-bis[N-(1-naph 
thyl)-N-phenylamino]biphenyl (see, JP-A-5-234681); aro 
matic amine compounds having a star burst structure, such 
as 4,4‘,4“-tris(1-naphthylphenylamino)triphenylamine (see, 
J. Lumin., Vol. 72-74, page 985 (1997)); aromatic amine 
compounds comprising a tetramer of triphenylamine (see, 
Chem. Commun., page 2175 (1996)); and spiro compounds 
such as 2,2‘,7,7‘-tetrakis(diphenylamino)-9,9‘-spirobi?uo 
rene (see, Synth. Metals, Vol. 91, page 209 (1997)). These 
compounds can be used individually or in combination. 

[0047] In the case of forming the hole-transporting layer 
33 by the coating method, one or more hole-transporting 
materials are dissolved to prepare a coating solution and the 
coating solution is coated on the anode 31 by spin coating or 
the like and dried to form the hole-transporting layer 33. If 
desired, the hole-transporting materials can be dissolved 
after adding additives Which do not become a trap for the 
holes, such as binder resin and coatability improving agent. 
Examples of the binder resin include polycarbonate, pol 
yarylate and polyester. If the amount of the binder resin 
added is large,) the hole mobility is reduced. Therefore, the 
amount added thereof is preferably as loW as possible and in 
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terms of the content in the hole-transporting layer 33, 
preferably about 50% by Weight or less. 

[0048] In the case of forming the hole-transporting layer 
33 by the vacuum vapor deposition method, the hole 
transport material is placed in a crucible disposed Within a 
vacuum container, the inside of the vacuum chamber is 
evacuated to about 10'4 Pa by an appropriate vacuum pump 
and then the crucible is heated to evaporate the hole 
transport material, Whereby the hole-transporting layer 33 is 
formed on the substrate having formed thereon the anode 31 
and being disposed to face the crucible. 

[0049] The thickness of the hole-transporting layer 33 is 
usually from about 5-300 nm, preferably from about 10-100 
nm. In order to uniformly form such a thin ?lm, the vacuum 
vapor deposition method is generally used in many cases. 

[0050] To improve the contact betWeen the anode 31 and 
the hole-transporting layer 33, a hole injection layer 32 may 
be formed betWeen the anode and the hole-transporting 
layer. The material to be used for the hole injection layer 
preferably makes good contact With the anode, is able to 
form a uniform thin ?lm, is thermally stable i.e. has a high 
melting point and a high glass transition temperature, the 
melting point being at a level of at least about 300° C., and 
the glass transition temperature being at least about 100° C. 
Further, it is preferable that the ioniZation potential is loW, 
the hole injection from the anode is easy, and the hole 
mobility is large. For this purpose, an organic compound 
such as a porphyrin derivative or a phthalocyanine com 

pound (J P-A-63-295695), a star burst type aromatic triamine 
(JP-A-4-308688), polythienylenevinylene or poly-p-phe 
nylenevinylene (JP-A-4-145192), or polyaniline (Appl. 
Phys. Lett., Vol.64, p.1245, 1994) has heretofore been 
reported. 

[0051] A porphyrin compound or a phthalocyanine com 
pound may be mentioned as a compound Which is frequently 
used as a material for the above hole injection layer. Such a 
compound may or may not have a center metal. 

[0052] The folloWing compounds may be mentioned as 
speci?c eXamples of such preferred compounds: Porphine, 
5,10,15,20-tetraphenyl-21H,23H-porphine, 5,10,15,20-tet 
raphenyl-21H,23H-porphine cobalt(II), 5,10,15,20-tetraphe 
nyl-21H,23H-porphine copper(II), 5,10,15,20-tetraphenyl 
21H,23H-porphine Zinc(II), 29H,31H-phthalocyanine, 
Copper(II) phthalocyanine, and Zinc(II) phthalocyanine. 

[0053] Also in the case of the hole injection layer 32, a thin 
?lm may be formed in the same manner as for the hole 
transporting layer. HoWever, in the case of an inorganic 
material, a sputtering method, an electron beam vapor 
deposition method or a plasma CVD method may further be 
employed. 

[0054] The thickness of the hole injection layer 32, formed 
as described above, is usually from about 3-100 nm, pref 
erably from about 10-50 nm. 

[0055] On the hole-transporting layer 33, a light-emitting 
layer 34 is provided. Applied With an electric ?eld betWeen 
the electrodes, a hole injected from the anode 31 and 
transferring through the hole-transporting layer 33 and an 
electron injected from a cathode 37 and transferring through 
a hole-blocking layer 35 are recombined and thereby the 
light-emitting layer is eXcited and emits strong light. 

Jul. 22, 2004 

[0056] A binaphtyl compound of the present invention 
may be included in the light-emitting layer 34. 

[0057] A binaphtyl compound according the present 
invention can be used alone as a light-emitting material in 
the light-emitting layer 34. Usually, ?uorescent dyes may 
not be applicable to such use because most ?uorescent dyes 
have poor thin ?lm forming ability. Also, the intermolecular 
interaction betWeen the ?uorescent dyes may cause a 
decrease in luminous efficiency by quenching effect. HoW 
ever, the binaphtyl compounds of the present invention 
possess good thin-?lm forming ability and less intermolecu 
lar interaction because of a bulky, rigid binaphtyl backbone. 
Such properties alloW suitable binaphtyl compounds of the 
present invention to be used alone in the light-emitting layer 
34 and still maintain their high luminous ef?ciency. 

[0058] Abinaphtyl compound of the present invention can 
also be used With other light emitting materials. Usually, the 
light-emitting layer 34 comprises (1) a host material having 
electron-transporting property or hole-transporting property 
and (2) a dopant dye capable of light emission at room 
temperature. Using a host material and a dopant dye has the 
folloWing advantages: (1) the luminous efficiency is 
improved by the highly ef?cient ?uorescent dye; (2) the 
luminescent Wavelength can be changed by the selection of 
the ?uorescent dye; (3) it is possible to use a ?uorescent dye 
Which undergoes quenching; and (4) a ?uorescent dye 
having a poor thin ?lm forming property can be used. Also 
for the purpose of improving the driving life of the device, 
it is effective to dope a ?uorescent dye in the host material. 

[0059] Abinaphtyl compound of the present invention can 
be used as either the host material or the dopant dye. 

[0060] In the case Where the binaphtyl compound is used 
as the host material, substituent groups bound With the 
binaphtyl backbone may be chosen in order to possess 
appropriate hole or electron mobility. The dopant dyes, for 
eXample, can be a naphthacene derivative represented by 
rubrene (JP-A-4-335087), a quinacridone derivative (JP-A 
5-70773), or a condensed polycyclic aromatic ring such as 
perylene (JP-A-5-198377). 
[0061] In the case Where the binaphtyl compound is used 
as the dopant dye, the host material can be a metal complex 
such as an aluminum compleX of 8-hydroXyquinoline (JP 
A-59-194393), an oXadiaZole derivative (JP-A-2-216791), a 
bisstylylbenZene derivative (JP-A-1-245087, JP-A-2 
222484), a rare earth compleX (JP-A-1-256584), or a car 
baZole derivative (JP-A-2000-21572). 

[0062] The content of the dopant dye is preferably from 
about 01-30% by Weight based on the entire light-emitting 
layer 34. If the content is less than about 0.1% by Weight, the 
dopant dye may fail to suf?ciently contribute to the improve 
ment of light emission ef?ciency of the device, Whereas if 
the dye eXceeds about 30% by Weight, concentration 
quenching may occur to cause reduction of the light emis 
sion efficiency. 

[0063] The host material and the dopant dye may be 
uniformly distributed Within the light-emitting layer or may 
be non-uniformly present by having a distribution in the ?lm 
thickness direction. 

[0064] The thickness of the light-emitting layer 34 is 
usually from about 10-200 nm, preferably from about 
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20-100 nm. The thin ?lm can be formed by the same method 
as the hole-transporting layer 33. 

[0065] A hole-blocking layer 35 is stacked on the light 
emitting layer 34 to come into contact With the interface of 
the light-emitting layer 34 in the cathode side and ?lls the 
role of inhibiting the holes transferring from the hole 
transporting layer 33, from reaching a cathode 37. The 
hole-blocking layer 35 is preferably formed of a compound 
capable of transporting the electrons injected from the 
cathode 37 toWard the direction of the light-emitting layer 
34 With good ef?ciency. The material constituting the hole 
blocking layer preferably has a high electron mobility and 
loW hole mobility. The hole-blocking layer has a function of 
enclosing holes and electrons Within the light-emitting layer 
34 and thereby improving the light emission ef?ciency. 

[0066] Preferred examples of the hole-blocking material 
satisfying these requirements include mixed ligand 8-quino 
linolato complexes or other compounds Will knoWn in the art 
(for example, see: JP-A-11-273867). 
[0067] The cathode 37 performs a role of injecting elec 
trons into the organic luminescent layer. The material to be 
used for the cathode may be a material to be used for the 
anode. HoWever, to carry out the electron injection ef? 
ciently, the cathode is preferably a metal having a loW Work 
function, particularly a metal With about 4.7 eV or less. Such 
a material may, for example, be a metal such as tin, mag 
nesium, indium, calcium, aluminum or silver, or an alloy 
containing such a metal as the main component. Among 
them, silver, magnesium, aluminum, indium or an alloy 
containing such a metal as the main component, is preferred. 
OtherWise, it is possible to employ a cathode having a trace 
amount of a metal having a loW Work function doped on a 
relatively stable metal. Such a cathode may, for example, be 
a metal ?lm having from about 0.01-0.1% of lithium doped 
on aluminum or indium (JP-A-5-159882, JP-A-5-198380). 

[0068] The thickness of the cathode 37 is usually from 
about 0.1 nm-10 microns, preferably from 0.2 nm to 2 
microns. 

[0069] To improve the electron injection ef?ciency from 
the cathode 37 to the hole-blocking layer 35, an electron 
transporting layer 36 may be formed betWeen cathode and 
hole-blocking layer. The electron-transporting layer is pref 
erably formed by a compound Which is capable of ef?ciently 
transporting electrons from a cathode in the direction of the 
hole-transporting layer 33 betWeen electrodes to Which an 
electric ?eld is applied. 

[0070] The electron-transporting compound to be used for 
the electron-transporting layer 36 is preferably a compound 
Which has a high efficiency for electron injection from the 
cathode and Which is capable of ef?ciently transporting the 
injected electrons. For this purpose, the compound prefer 
ably has a large electron af?nity and Whereby the electron 
mobility is large and excellent in stability, and impurities 
Which are likely to constitute traps, are scarcely formed 
during the production or during use. 

[0071] Material satisfying such conditions include an aro 
matic compound such as tetraphenylbutadiene (JP-A-57 
51781), a metal complex such as an aluminum complex of 
8-hydroxyquinoline (JP-A-59-194393), a metal complex of 
10-hydroxybenZo[h]quinoline (JP-A-6-322362), a mixed 
ligand aluminum chelate complex (JP-A-5-198377, JP-A 
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5-198378, JP-A-5-214332, JP-A-6-172751), an oxadiaZole 
derivative (JP-A-2-216791), a bisstylylbenZene derivative 
(JP-A-1-245087, JP-A-2-222484), and a p-phenylene com 
pound (JP-A-3-33183). 
[0072] The thickness of the electron-transporting layer 36 
is usually from about 10-200 nm, preferably from about 
30-100 nm. The electron-transporting layer may be formed 
by the same method as the hole-transporting layer 33, but a 
vacuum vapor deposition method is usually employed. 

[0073] Moreover, to achieve good device performance, an 
ultra-thin layer of LiF, MgF2, or Li2O (thickness of about 
0.1-5 nm) can be formed betWeen cathode 37 and electron 
transporting layer 36, or betWeen cathode 37 and light 
emitting layer 34 (Appl. Phys. Lett., 70, 152, 1997; IEEE 
Trans. Electron. Devices, 44, 1245, 1997). 

[0074] While the binaphtyl compounds of the present 
invention can be preferably used in the light-emitting layer 
34, they may also be used in the hole-transporting layer 33, 
hole-blocking layer 35, or electron-transporting layer 36, by 
choosing appropriate substituent groups Which are bound to 
the binaphtyl backbone. 

[0075] Although the construction of an organic electrolu 
minescent device is described herein, the present invention 
is not limited thereto. 

[0076] The present invention may be better understood by 
referring to the folloWing examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 

[0077] This example describes the synthesis and charac 
teriZation of a binaphtyl compound of the formula (III). 

(III) 

[0078] 9-Anthracene boronic acid (130 mg, 0.585 mmol, 
2.4 equivs) Was dissolved in 20 mL ethanol and poured into 
a mixture of 6,6‘dibromo-2,2‘dihexyloxy-1,1‘-binaphthyl 
(0.15 g, 0.244 mmol, 1 equiv) in toluene/Water (40/20 ml). 
Sodium bicarbonate (1.06 g, 10 mmol in 20 ml Water), 
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Palladium tetrakis(triphenylphosphine) Pd(PPh3)4 (28.2 mg, 
0.0244 mmol, 0.10 equivs) Were then added to the mixture. 
The solution Was degassed three times and the mixture Was 
heated under Argon at 109° C. for 48 hrs. The solution Was 
cooled doWn, the solvent evaporated, Water Was added and 
the aqueous phase Was extracted With chloroform three 
times. The combined organic phases Were Washed With 
brine, dried, and the solution Was concentrated under 
vacuum to afford the crude product. The resulting solid Was 
puri?ed by ?ash column chromatography on silica gel. 
(Hexanes 65%, chloroform 35%) to afford the compound of 
formula (III) (107 mg, 53%). The compound of formula (III) 
Was subsequently puri?ed by sublimation (sublimation tem 
perature: 290° C., 0.07 Pa). Exact mass FAB (M+) calcd for 
C6OH54O2 806.41, found: 806.41. 1H NMR (400 MHZ 
CDCl3): 6 8.53(s, 2H), 8.04(m, 10H), 7.78 (m, 4H), 7.45 (m, 
12H), 4.13(m, 4H), 1.55 (m, 4H), 1.14 (m, 12 H), 0.82 (t, 
J=7.2 HZ, 611), 13C NMR (100 MHZ, CDCl3): 6 148.1, 
137.8, 134.1, 131.9, 131.0, 130.6, 130.3, 130.0, 129.8, 
128.9, 127.7, 127.0, 126.2, 125.8, 125.7, 125.6, 121.4, 
116.9, 70.53, 32.0, 29.9, 25.9, 23.0, 14.6. 
[0079] DSC measurements on the compound of formula 
(III) (4 mg; Temp; 10 deg/min) shoWed a glass transition at 
819° C. 

[0080] Cyclic voltametric measurements for the com 
pound of formula (III) (1 mM compound in 0.1 M tetrabu 
tylammonium perchlorate (TBAP) in CH2Cl2; WE: glassy 
carbon, CE: Pt, RE: Ag): The redox potentials of the 
compound of formula (III) Were determined With respect to 
the ferrocene/ferrocenium redox couple (E1/2(Fc/Fc+)=0.41 
V vs. SCE from a methylene dichloride solution (1 mM), the 
scan rate Was 100 mv/s. These measurements shoWed irre 
versible oxidation at +1.20 V (vs. SCE) and reduction at 
—2.15 V (vs. SCE). 

EXAMPLE 2 

[0081] This example describes the synthesis and charac 
teriZation of a binaphtyl compound of the formula (IV). 

[0082] A round bottom ?ask Was charged With 6,6‘di 
bromo-2,2‘dilaexyloxy-1,1‘binaphthyl (895 mg, 1.46 mmol), 
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1-pyrene boronic ester (1.2 g, 3.66 mmol, 2.5 equivs), 
sodium bicarbonate (845.3 mg, 7.31 mmol and Pds(PPh3)4 
(84.5 mg, 0.073 mmol, 0.05 equivs). The mixture Was 
evacuated and re?lled With Argon three times and dissolved 
in Toluene/THF/Water (3:3:1). The solution Was degassed 
three times and the mixture heated under Argon at 86° C. for 
48 hrs. After heating, the solution Was cooled doWn, the 
solvent evaporated, Water Was added and the aqueous phase 
Was extracted With chloroform three times. The combined 
organic phases Were Washed With brine, dried, evaporated 
and concentrated under vacuum to afford the crude product. 
The resulting solid Was puri?ed by ?ash column chroma 
tography on silica gel (hexanes 75%, chloroform 25%) to 
afford the compound of formula (IV) (424 mg, 35%). The 
compound of formula (IV) Was subsequently puri?ed by 
sublimation (sublimation temperature: 2800 C., 0.07 Pa). 
Exact mass FAB (M+) calcd for C64H54O2 854.41, found: 
854.41. 1H NMR (400 MHZ CDCl3): 6 8.02-8.32(m, 40H), 
7.48-7.62 (m, 8H), 7.25 (m, 8H), 7.45 (m, 12H), 4.11 (m, 
4H), 1.55 (m, 4H), 1.13 (m, 12H), 0.78 (t, J=7.2 HZ, 6H), 
13C NMR (100 MHZ, CDCl3): 6 155.1, 138.2, 136.3, 133.6, 
131.7, 131.2, 130.6, 129.58, 129.55, 129.5, 129.4, 128.8 
127.6, 127.5, 126.1, 125.75, 125.71, 125.2, 124.7, 124.8, 
120.8, 116.4, 70.1, 31.6, 29.6, 25.6, 22.7, 14.2. 

[0083] DSC measurements on the compound of formula 
(IV) (4 mg; Temp: 10 deg/min) shoWed a glass transition at 
920° C. 

[0084] Cyclic voltametry measurements for the compound 
of formula (IV) (1 mM compound in 0.1 M tetrabutylam 
monium perchlorate (TBAP) in CH2Cl2; WE: glassy car 
bon, CE: Pt, RE: Ag): The redox potentials of the compound 
of formula (IV) Were determined With respect to the fer 
rocene/ferrocenium redox couple (E1/2(Fc/Fc+)=0.41 V vs. 
SCE from a methylene dichloride solution (1 mM], the scan 
rate Was 100 mv/s. Irreversible oxidation and reduction 
potentials at +1.24 V (vs. SCE) and —2.27 V (vs. SCE) Were 
observed. 

EXAMPLE 3 

[0085] This example provides a characteriZation of 
absorption and emission in solution and thin ?lms of the 
compound of formula (III) or the compound of formula (IV). 
The PL, and absorption in solution Were measured from 
chloroform solutions (10'6 and 4><10_6 M respectively). The 
thin ?lms Were prepared by vacuum evaporation. The results 
obtained are summariZed in FIG. 1. In FIG. 1A, the 
absorption of the compound of formula (III) is shoWn in 
chloroform solution 2 and in the solid state 4. In FIG. 1B, 
the normaliZed PL of the compound of formula (III) is 
shoWn in solution 6 and in thin ?lm 8. In FIG. 1C, the 
absorption of the compound of formula (IV) is shoWn in 
chloroform solution 10 and in the solid state 12. In FIG. ID, 
the normaliZed PL of the compound of formula (IV) is 
shoWn in solution 14 and in thin ?lm 16. The compound of 
formula (III) in solution gave a blue emission (KPL at 430 
nm) under UV excitation at 351 nm. The quantum ef?ciency 
Was 0.89. The compound of formula (IV) in solution also 
gave a blue emission (KPL at 419 nm) under UV excitation 
at 370 nm. The quantum efficiency Was 0.60. There is almost 
no change in the absorption in solution and from thin ?lms 
for the compound of formula (III). HoWever, there Was a 
small red shift (FIG. 1B) in the PL in the thin ?lm compared 
to solution, and also a broadening of the PL spectrum. In the 
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case of the compound of formula (IV), as shoWn in FIG. 1D, 
the spectrum of the compound of formula (IV) thin ?lm (478 
nm) is substantially red-shifted, compared to that in solution 
(419 nm). Absorption spectra are nearly identical (FIG. 1C). 
This red shift indicates eXcimer formation or other strong 
chromophore-chromophore interactions in the solid state. 

EXAMPLE 4 

[0086] This eXample demonstrates the fabrication of elec 
troluminescent devices using blue emitting binaphthol com 
pounds. 

[0087] The devices Were fabricated by vacuum evapora 

tion of the organic layers (CuPc/ot-NPD/EML/SAlq/Alq3) 
on glass/ITO substrate at about 10'6 Torr in the same 

chamber Without breaking vacuum. The ITO layer on glass 
substrate Was 120 nm thick, and a stripe pattern With a 2-mm 

Wide ITO layer Was etched by photolithographic techniques. 
The patterned ITO glass Was previously ultrasonically 
cleaned using a detergent, rinsed in Water and ?nished With 

UV-oZone method. The rates of deposition of the organic 
layers Was betWeen 1.0 and 2.3 A/s and the temperatures of 
deposition Were Within a range of 206-304° C., depending 
on the layer. The cathode Was deposited in another chamber 

With a metal shadoW mask that de?nes a 2-mm stripe 

cathode pattern perpendicular to the ITO anode stripe 20. 
FIG. 2 is a top vieW of the device shoWing the 2-mm Wide 

anode stripe 20 and a deposited 2-mm Wide cathode stripe 
22. Aresulting 2 mm><2 mm emissive area 24 is also shoWn. 

The device obtained Was encapsulated using a photosensi 
tive resin. 

[0088] A sketch of a device architecture is shoWn in FIG. 

3. The layers on top of the glass substrate 30 and the ITO 
layer 31 of 160 nm include a CuPc layer 32 of 10 nm, an 

ot-NPD layer 33 of 60 nm, an emission layer 34 of 30 nm, 

a SAlq layer 35 of 10 nm, an Alq3 layer 36 of 35 nm, and 
the cathode 37 having a 0.5 nm layer of LiF and an 80 nm 

layer of A1. 

[0089] The hole injection layer contained CuPc (V), and 
the hole transport layer contained ot-NPD (VI). 

(V) 
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-continued 

Q NooN 
@ 

(VI) 

@@ 
[0090] The emission layer contained CBP (VII). 

(v11) 

[0091] The hole blocking layer contained SAlq (VIII), and 
the electron transport layer ed Alq3 

@yii; 

EXAMPLE 5 

GD 
(VIII) 

(IX) 

[0092] EXamples 5-8 provide an evaluation of electro 
optical properties of different device architectures. Lumi 
nance (L), Voltage (V), Current density (J) Were evaluated 
by assessing the folloWing parameters: 

[0093] Vth: threshold voltage (voltage at 1 cd/m2) 

[0094] LmaX: luminance at 250 mA/cm2 






