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REAL-TIME REMOTELY PROGRAMMABLE 
RADIOACTIVE GAS DETECTING AND 

MEASURING SYSTEM 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] Priority is herewith claimed under 35 U.S.C. 
§119(e) from copending US. Provisional Patent Application 
Serial No. 60/288,947, ?led May 4, 2001, entitled “REAL 
TIME REMOTELY PROGRAMMABLE RADON 
DETECTING AND MEASURING DEVICE”, by Michael 
F. Berman et al. The disclosure of this US. provisional 
patent application is incorporated by reference herein in its 
entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates generally to analytical test 
ing of chemical and physical properties and their changes 
Within an area under test (AUT). In particular, the invention 
relates to systems and methods for measuring and monitor 
ing concentrations of radioactive gases such as radon, thoron 
and other materials Within a gaseous environment of the 
AUT in-situ by spectroscopic and/or electrostatic means. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] There are numerous devices presently available for 
detecting the presence of radioactive gas (e. g., radon) Within 
an environment. Such devices, for example, are illustrated in 
US. Pat. No. 4,992,658, issued Feb. 12, 1991 (the ’658 
patent) and US. Pat. No. 5,107,108, issued Apr. 21, 1992 
(the ’108 patent), both to Ramsey et al. The disclosure of 
these US. patents are incorporated by reference herein in 
their entireties. The radon monitoring device disclosed in the 
’658 patent includes a housing having an electret ion cham 
ber. A technician locates the device in an environment to be 
monitored and opens a cover of the housing to permit radon 
in the environment to enter the electret ion chamber by 
diffusion. As the radon decays, radiation emitted by the 
decay process of the radon gas generates ions in the air 
inside of the electret ion chamber. The electret, having been 
pre-charged With a positive polarity, attracts the electrons 
(negative ions) to its surface. Every ion that is collected by 
the electret surface results in a reduction of charge in the 
electret. Measurements of a surface voltage, an indication of 
charge, of the electret before and after exposure to radon 
may be utiliZed to determine the concentration of radon 
encountered during exposure. For example, exposure to a 
predetermined concentration of radon over a predetermined 
period of time is knoWn to result in the electret discharging 
by a de?ned amount of voltage. By recording a period of 
time of an actual exposure and the resulting discharge of 
voltage (e.g., surface voltage measured prior to exposure 
minus surface voltage measured after the exposure), an 
average concentration of radon Within an environment of 
interest may be determined. The above described calculation 
assumes accurate knoWledge of the initial electret charge 
and an ideal electret having no leakage or other loss of 
charge due to factors other than from exposure to radon. 

[0004] Another device referred to as a continuous radon 
detector is described in US. Pat. No. 4,871,914, issued Oct. 
3, 1989, to William E. Simon et al. (the ’914 patent). The 
’914 patent describes an electronic detector that uses a 
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diffused-junction photodiode sensor to measure alpha par 
ticles. The device reports radon gas levels electronically 
after a given period of time (e.g., a total count of alpha 
particles). Other conventional electronic radiation detector 
devices include a thallium activated cesium iodide scintil 
lation crystal coated over a silicon pin diode or photodiode. 
Another conventional detector consists of a silver activated 
Zinc sul?de scintillation crystal coated over a silicon pin 
diode. 

[0005] A perceived disadvantage of these devices is that 
they typically require physical human intervention during 
the test period. The inventors have realiZed that the per 
ceived disadvantage may be remedied by employing telem 
etry and/or cellular communication for transmitting data in 
virtual real time mode. As such, physical human intervention 
can be avoided. 

[0006] The inventors have further realiZed a number of 
de?ciencies in the current testing procedures and devices. In 
conventional systems, a technician typically visits a test site 
and operates the measuring device more than once so that 
actual measurements for determining a concentration of 
radon in the test site can be taken. For example, a technician 
initiates a test by physically setting the device in an area of 
the test site and exposes the measuring device (e.g., the 
detector or absorbing surface of the device) to the test area 
(e.g., atmosphere Within the area of the test site). To com 
plete the test, the technician returns to the test site and 
retrieves the measuring device so that the measurement and 
calculation can be performed. For some units, the technician 
performs the measurement calculation at the test site. In 
other units, the technician carefully transports the measuring 
device to a testing facility Where the measurement and 
calculations are made. 

[0007] When testing procedures include the utiliZation of 
a device having a charcoal canister collector, a quali?ed 
technician completes the testing by completely sealing the 
canister and returns the canister to a test facility. At the test 
facility a gamma counter is used to measure an amount of 
gamma radiation emitted from a Pb-214 isotope generated 
by the adsorbed radon gas. When testing procedures include 
the use of a continuous monitoring device such as alpha or 
gamma sensors, a quali?ed individual completes the test by 
returning to the test site so that the sensor can be read and 
the measurements interpreted. When the measuring device 
includes an electret, leakage due to cleanliness of a housing 
enclosing the electret, humidity and other factors related to 
multiple handling of the device affects the “as measured” 
parameters. Referring again to the charcoal canister device, 
trapped radioactive constituents are time dependent, as such 
the accuracy of the “as measured” value is a function of the 
amount of time required to return the canister to a certi?ed 
laboratory for measurement. Furthermore, the radioactive 
decay of radon and its progeny further increase the error of 
accuracy When there is a delay in performing measurement 
calculations. In recognition of the possibility of such inac 
curacies the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
published correction factors to account for different time 
periods betWeen collection and measurement (e.g., delayed 
measurement calculation). An example of such an EPA 
publication is EPA 520/5-87-005, June, 1987, EERF Stan 
dard Operating Procedures for Radon-222 Measurment 
Using Charcoal Canisters, D. J. Gray, S. T. Windham, 
March, 1987. 
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[0008] It should be appreciated that human intervention in 
monitoring procedures, Whether an intended or unintended 
(e.g., tampering With the device) step of the procedures, 
have been knoWn to introduce errors in the obtained results. 
Therefore, it is preferable to minimiZe such intervention by 
limiting the number of times that a technician returns to the 
test site. Additionally, it should be appreciated that it is often 
cumbersome, inconvenient and/or inef?cient for personnel 
(e.g., the technician) to go back to the testing site in order to 
perform ?nal readings and/or retrieve a monitoring device 
for measurement at the test facility. Also, not every attempt 
to test an environment of interest is initially successful. A 
number of factors including, for eXample, failure of the 
monitoring device itself, misuse or tampering by non-certi 
?ed persons at the test site may result in the need for another 
test. Such misuse or tampering can be, for eXample, an 
intentional or unintentional interruption resulting from a 
non-technician altering one or more parameters of the test 
procedures. As a result, a quali?ed technician Would be 
required to revisit the test site, install a neW device (or 
correct parameters of the current device) and initiate another 
test cycle. 

[0009] In vieW of the foregoing, the inventors have real 
iZed that a need eXists for a monitoring system that performs 
site speci?c collecting, detecting and measuring operations, 
substantially independent of conditions not directly related 
to the radioactive gas and suspended aerosols present at the 
test site, and that is capable of transmitting continuous or 
discrete results of measuring operations to a remote facility 
for real-time analysis. Additionally, the inventors have real 
iZed that it Would be advantageous to employ a device that 
is responsive to control signals transmitted from, for 
eXample, the remote monitoring facility. The control signals 
may alter one or more parameters during, for eXample, a 
pre-test phase of the detecting and measuring operations, to 
improve the accuracy of the test results. 

[0010] Accordingly, the present invention provides 
improved methods and apparatus for collecting, detecting 
and measuring radioactive gases (e. g., radon) and suspended 
aerosols Within an environment of interest that addresses the 
above described and other perceived de?ciencies in conven 
tional monitoring devices. 

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0011] It is an object and advantage of this invention to 
provide an improved system for collecting, detecting and 
measuring radioactive gases (e.g., radon) and suspended 
aerosols Within an environment of interest. 

[0012] It is another object and advantage of this invention 
to provide an analytical testing method having the ability to 
remotely measure and monitor chemical and physical prop 
erties and their changes Within an environment of interest. 

[0013] It is another object and advantage of this invention 
to provide a programmable monitoring device that includes 
a sensor for collecting ions generated by a decay of a 
radioactive gas, a detector for selectively measuring a 
change in an electrostatic potential of the sensor due to the 
collected ions, a microprocessor and a transmitter for trans 
mitting the measured changes to a data processing system 
for real-time and/or virtual real-time analysis of the changes 
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to determine a concentration of the radioactive gas or 
suspended aerosols Within an environment of interest. 

[0014] It is yet another object and advantage of this 
invention to provide a programmable monitoring device that 
includes a sensor for collecting ions generated by a decay of 
a radioactive gas, a detector for selectively measuring radio 
active particles or electromagnetic radiation of a given 
energy, a microprocessor and a transmitter for transmitting 
the measured changes to a data processing system for 
real-time and/or virtual real-time analysis of the changes to 
determine a concentration of the radioactive gas or sus 
pended aerosols Within an environment of interest. 

[0015] It is still another object and advantage of this 
invention to provide a programmable monitoring device 
having the aforementioned sensor, detectors, microproces 
sor and transmitter, and that also includes a receiver for 
receiving signals from the data processing system. The 
signals including parameters for adjusting the selective 
measuring process employed by the detector in response to, 
for eXample, preferred values of a frequency of measuring 
and a duration of testing that corresponding to the deter 
mined concentration of the radioactive gas. 

[0016] It is another object and advantage of the invention 
to provide a remotely programmable device for real-time 
detection and measurement of a concentration of radioactive 
gas such as radon, thoron and other materials in-situ by 
spectroscopic and/or electrostatic means and Which saves 
the lives of personnel by relaying virtually instantaneous 
information to appropriate personnel such that the proper 
action is taken long before complications develop. 

[0017] Further objects and advantages of this invention 
Will become more apparent from a consideration of the 
draWings and ensuing description. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0018] The foregoing objects are realiZed by methods and 
apparatus in accordance With embodiments of this invention, 
Wherein a system is presented for detecting and measuring 
a concentration of radioactive gas and suspended aerosol 
Within an environment of interest. The system includes a 
testing facility having a data processing system and a 
monitoring device located Within the environment of inter 
est. The monitoring device is operatively coupled to the data 
processing system. For eXample, the monitoring system 
includes a radiotelephone or the like for accessing the data 
processing system via a conventional telecommunication 
system. 

[0019] The monitoring device includes a detector having a 
housing that de?nes a chamber, a collector that is located 
Within the chamber and a sensor electrically coupled to the 
collector. The housing includes at least one opening for 
alloWing radioactive gas and suspended aerosol Within the 
environment of interest to enter the chamber. The collector 
collects ions generated by a decay of radioactive gas and 
suspended aerosol Within the chamber. 

[0020] In one embodiment, the sensor selectively mea 
sures changes in an electrostatic potential of the collector in 
response to an accumulation of the generated ions. In 
another embodiment, the sensor includes a material disposed 
Within either an electric or a magnetic ?eld formed Within 
the sensor. The material has optical properties that vary in 
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response to changes in the formed ?eld. Changes over time 
of the optical properties is representative of changing ?eld 
strengths. 
[0021] The monitoring device also includes a transmitter 
for transmitting, in one embodiment, the measured changes 
in the electrostatic potential to the data processing system. In 
another embodiment, the transmitter transmits the changing 
?eld strength to the data processing system. The data pro 
cessing system includes application programming logic for 
determining the concentration of radioactive gas and sus 
pended aerosol Within the environment of interest from 
either of the measured changes in the electrostatic potential 
or the changing ?eld strength. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] The above set forth and other features of the 
invention are made more apparent in the ensuing Detailed 
Description of the Preferred Embodiments When read in 
conjunction With the attached DraWings, Wherein: 

[0023] FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed block diagram of a real-time, 
remotely programmable radioactive gas and suspended 
aerosol detecting and measuring system having a monitoring 
device deployed Within an environment of interest; 

[0024] FIG. 2 is a simpli?ed block diagram of a real-time, 
remotely programmable radioactive gas and suspended 
aerosol detecting and measuring system having a plurality of 
monitoring devices deployed Within a plurality testing envi 
ronments; 

[0025] FIG. 3A is a block diagram of a monitoring device 
constructed and operating in accordance With a ?rst embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 3B is a block diagram of a monitoring device 
constructed and operating in accordance With a second 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0027] FIG. 4A is a How diagram depicting exemplary 
operational processing steps of a monitoring device in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0028] FIG. 4B is a How diagram depicting other exem 
plary operational processing steps of a monitoring device in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0029] FIG. 5 is a graph of voltage or current data points 
versus time forming a depletion curve that is utiliZed in 
accordance With the present invention for determining a 
concentration of a radioactive gas or suspended aerosol 
Within an environment of interest; and 

[0030] FIGS. 6A and 6B are block diagrams of a sensor 
for sensing changes in optical properties of a material and 
for measuring a change in an electric or magnetic ?eld 
strength representing a concentration of a radioactive gas or 
suspended aerosol Within an environment of interest. 

[0031] Identically labeled elements appearing in different 
ones of the above-described ?gures refer to the same ele 
ments but may not be referenced in the description for all 
?gures. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

[0032] Although a preferred embodiment of the invention 
uses a combination of a scintillation crystal material and a 
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photo detector such as a silicon diode, it should be appre 
ciated that other radiation detection concepts may be utiliZed 
that equally produce an electrical signal Which, in accor 
dance With the present invention, correspond to an amount 
of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and/or suspended aerosol 
present in a given location. The present inventors have 
realiZed that some conventional techniques for collecting 
and measuring the radioactive gas and suspended aerosol 
suffer from potential interference from other environmental 
conditions and lack speci?city to the radioactive gas and/or 
suspended aerosols that are being detected. Where the 
presence of radioactive gas and suspended aerosols present 
a very serious health and Well-being haZard (particularly due 
to high energy alpha particle emissions), the integrity of the 
test is paramount. One aspect of the present invention 
teaches that, for measurement integrity, the sensor device 
should be tamper proof and under the sole control of a 
quali?ed and certi?ed analyst or trained technician. To 
address this concern, an individual quali?ed in the collection 
and interpretation of the collected data monitors the “as 
collected” data in real-time or virtual real time. Further, 
Where there exists the possibility for gross differences in 
radiation levels betWeen different locations under test and 
different times at the same location (cyclic radiation level 
pro?les), provisions must be made to alter the data collection 
rates to eliminate the possibility of operation outside the 
acceptable range of the measuring sensor, and/or to deter 
mine if the monitoring sensor has been tampered With in 
such a manner as to compromise or invalidate the test. The 
inventors have found that to meet the above criteria it is 
preferable to maintain the continuous presence of a trained 
analyst at a centraliZed remote site and to implement a 
system for remotely transferring real-time data to the detec 
tor Within the environment under test. 

[0033] FIG. 1 illustrates a radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and 
suspended aerosol detecting and measuring device 10 
located Within a facility of interest 20 such as, for example, 
a dWelling, commercial or education facility, or the like, to 
detect and measure a concentration of radioactive gas (e.g., 
radon) and/or suspended aerosols Within an environment of 
interest, shoWn generally at 22. Preferably, the device 10 
transmits results of its detecting and measuring operations to 
a testing facility 30 and, in particular, a data processing 
system 32 located Within the testing facility 30. The data 
processing system 32 receives signals 40 including the 
results and invokes processes executing on the data process 
ing system 32 for determining, in real-time, a concentration 
of the radioactive gas or suspended aerosol Within the 
environment of interest 22. In one embodiment, the deter 
mined concentrations are stored in a database 33 for access 
and retrieval at a time of interest. The device 10 may also 
transmit (e.g., via the signals 40) information regarding, for 
example, a status of the detecting and measuring operations, 
an occurrence of a prede?ned error condition, or other 
messages to notify personnel at the testing facility 30 of 
conditions Within the environment of interest 22 so that 
corrective actions, if necessary, may be taken. 

[0034] It should be appreciated that it is Within the scope 
of the present invention for the signals 40 to be transmitted 
over a communication netWork having Wired and/or Wireless 
communication connections coupling the device 10 to the 
data processing system 32. Accordingly, the environment of 
interest 22 may, but need not, be located in proximity to the 
testing facility 30. The communication netWork may be a 



US 2004/0129890 A1 

part of a landline telephone network, mobile, cellular or 
other radiotelephone, telemetry and satellite communication 
networks as Well as part of a global communication netWork 
such as, for example, the Internet, an intranet and/or an 
extranet. 

[0035] In one embodiment, the device 10 and data pro 
cessing system 32 cooperate such that the signals 40 are 
bi-directional. As such, the signals 40 include control com 
mands initiated by the data processing system 32 (or a 
transmitter coupled thereto) to the device 10. The control 
commands include, for example, instructions to: 1.) perform 
initial diagnostics and auto Zero; 2.) initialiZe a desired test 
cycle; 3.) monitor the progress of a test; 4.) transmit results 
and/or values of one or more parameters of the detecting and 
measuring operations (as described beloW); and 5.) termi 
nate a test or instruct the monitor to re-start a test cycle. 

[0036] As shoWn in FIG. 1, the data processing system 32 
may comprise, for example, a standalone or networked 
personal computer, Work station or portable computing 
device such as a laptop or tablet computer, personal data 
assistant (PDA), or the like. The present invention also 
contemplates, as is shoWn in FIG. 2, that a plurality of 
radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol detecting 
and measuring devices 12-16 (similar to device 10) located 
Within a plurality of facilities of interest 23-27 communicate 
(via signals 40a-40f) With a central testing facility (e.g., the 
testing facility 30 of FIG. 1) and/or With a technician 28 
carrying a portable data processing system 34 such as, for 
example, one of the aforementioned laptop computers and 
PDAs. One bene?t of the portable data processing system 34 
is the ability for the technician 28 to con?rm the operation 
of one of the devices 12-16 during initial set-up of the device 
and/or for a supervising technician to randomly con?rm that 
devices 12-16 Were correctly placed and are operational 
Without having to enter the individual facilities of interest 
23-27. Operational devices are ones that capture radioactive 
gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol, detect, measure and 
transmit a change in voltage or current from their sensor to 
the portable device 34 for analysis. In turn, the portable 
device 34 can determine proper operation of the device 
and/or a concentration of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and 
suspended aerosol in the environment from the detected data 
(e.g., change in voltage/current). 

[0037] FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate radioactive gas (e.g., 
radon) and suspended aerosol monitoring devices 100 and 
300 constructed in accordance With tWo embodiments of the 
present invention. As shoWn in FIGS. 3A and 3B, devices 
100 and 300 include real-time alpha and beta, or radioactive 
gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol gas electronic detec 
tors 120 and 320, a transmitter 140, a poWer supply 160 and 
a microprocessor (,uP) 180. 

[0038] As described in detail beloW preferred embodi 
ments of the monitoring devices 100 and 300 include 
features and functions such that the devices 100 and 300 
may be controlled from a remote location (e.g., the afore 
mentioned remote testing facility 30). Additionally, the 
devices 100 and 300 may include features and functions for 
ensuring the integrity of the detecting and measuring opera 
tions (e.g., the monitoring operations) in vieW of intentional 
or unintentional interference With the monitoring operations. 
For example, in one embodiment, the devices 100 and 300 
include a tilt sWitch or motion sensor for detecting move 

Jul. 8, 2004 

ment of the devices 100 and 300. Movement may include, 
for example, knocking a device over, relocating a device 
Within a test environment, or other such intentional or 
unintentional displacement. If such movement is detected 
the monitoring operations may be compromised so that the 
devices 100 and 300 may stop monitoring and require 
intervention before restarting monitoring operations, e.g., a 
manual reset or control signal instructing the devices 100 
and 300 to restart. In this respect, the devices 100 and 300 
may include a display device (e.g., a liquid crystal display) 
for exhibiting, for example, an error message indicating that 
monitoring has stopped due to a particular condition such as 
the aforementioned movement. It should be appreciated that 
other error conditions may stop monitoring operations. For 
example, an erroneous voltage measurement may be 
detected (e.g., a sharp increase) When immediately proceed 
ing measurements have trended in an opposite direction 
(e.g., gradually decreasing). In one aspect of the invention, 
an error message is transmitted to the testing facility 30 upon 
the detection of at least one of the aforementioned error 
conditions. The testing facility 30 may then evaluate the 
condition and transmit a command back to the devices 100 
and 300 to, for example, restart monitoring operations. 
Details of the communication betWeen the devices 100 and 
300 and the testing facility 30 are described beloW. 

[0039] The microprocessor 180 controls the operation of 
and interaction betWeen the detectors 120 and 320, the 
transmitter 140 and the poWer supply 160. In one embodi 
ment, the microprocessor 180 includes a memory device 
(MEM) 184 such as, for example, RAM or electrically 
erasable programmable read only memory (EEPROM) 
devices, for storing system parameters, variables and inter 
mediate measurements taken by the devices 100 and 300. 
One advantage of this system is that it can save all infor 
mation even after poWer has been terminated and turned 
back on. The microprocessor 180 includes programming 
logic and precision clocks for measuring the duration of one 
or more testing periods. A manual activation sWitch (S) 182 
is coupled to the microprocessor 180. As described beloW, 
the activation sWitch 182 is depressed to begin operation of 
the devices 100 and 300. As noted above, a control signal 
may also be received that instructs the microprocessor 180 
to begin operation. In one embodiment, once a test cycle has 
been initiated, all test parameters are controlled by the 
microprocessor 180 to prevent, for example, unauthoriZed 
intervention. 

[0040] As shoWn in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the devices 100 
and 300 are relatively non-complex units that incorporates 
inexpensive components for capturing radioactive gas (e.g., 
radon) and suspended aerosol, detecting and measuring a 
change in current or voltage over time (e.g., a pulse rate) due 
to the detection of alpha and/or beta particles from the 
decaying radioactive gas. The device 100 and 300 transmits 
(via the transmitter 140 and an antenna 142) signals repre 
senting the detected and measured change as, for example, 
radio frequency or infrared communication signals to a 
remote receiver (e.g., the signals 40, 40a-40f sent to the data 
processing system 32 and/or the remote device 34 of FIGS. 
1 and 2). The receiver converts the incoming signal from the 
remote sensing device via the use of translation speci?c 
algorithms as knoWn to those skilled in the art. 

[0041] In one aspect of the present invention the device 
100 and 300 transmits a plurality of detected and measured 
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voltage or current readings (e.g., at least about ?ve such 
readings) to the receiver (e.g., the data processing system 
32). The data processing system 32 processes the plurality of 
readings by, for example, using them as data points 410 to 
form a depletion curve 400 as illustrated in FIG. 5. As 
should be appreciated, the depletion curve 400 graphically 
depicts a depletion in the voltage or current of the detector 
(e.g., detector 120 and 320) over time and indirectly corre 
sponds to the decay of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) Within 
the environment. As noted in the Background Section of this 
document, the voltage or current change over a predeter 
mined time period permits a calculation of the concentration 
of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) Within the environment of 
interest. In one embodiment, a data point labeled “X %” 
denotes a ?nal voltage reading taken after several readings 
have been made over testing time period. Thus, an initial 
voltage reading is performed at the beginning of the test 
period at the environment of interest or remote site (e.g., a 
100% data point) then a multiple of voltage readings are 
performed and sent to the receiver to measure and calculate 
the concentration of radioactive gas. 

[0042] The inventors have realiZed that by accumulating 
more than the conventional tWo measurements (e.g., initial 
and ?nal readings taken by conventional devices similar to 
those described in the ’658 patent and the ’108 patent) a 
depletion curve can provide a metric for determining the 
validity of, for eXample, the geographic location of the 
monitoring device Within the environment of interest and of 
the voltage or current readings for calculating an accurate 
concentration of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) Within the 
environment of interest. Preferably, at least ?ve voltage or 
current readings are taken. For eXample, the validity of 
readings can be voided When one of the data points on the 
depletion curve is in sharp contrast to a trend in the curve 
such as the above described error condition When a sharp 
increase in voltage or current is read after a series of 
gradually decreasing readings have been taken. 

[0043] Referring again brie?y to FIG. 2, the receiver may 
receive signals (e.g., signals 40a-40f) for many devices (e.g., 
device 12-16) located at different environments of interest 
(e.g., facilities 23-27). Accordingly, the receiver and trans 
lation algorithms are capable of processing multiple test data 
points received from multiple devices 100 and 300 (e.g., the 
receiver permits multi-channeling). Additionally, by com 
municating data to a testing facility the accuracy of a 
plurality of tests at a plurality of testing environments are 
monitored Without individually accessing the plurality of 
testing environments to physically gather the test data. 

[0044] Referring again to FIG. 3A, the detector 120 
includes a housing 121 de?ning an ioniZation chamber 122 
and a sensor, shoWn generally at 124, disposed in the 
chamber 122. In one aspect of the present invention (shoWn 
in FIG. 3A), the sensor 124 includes a collector (e.g., an 
electret) having tWo conductive surfaces 126 and 128. The 
surfaces 126 and 128 are separated by a thin dielectric space 
and, in one embodiment, are each coated by a thin dielectric 
material. The tWo conductive surfaces 126 and 128 are 
charged at opposite polarities at a given voltage. For 
eXample, as shoWn in FIG. 3A, surface 126 is positively 
charged and surface 128 is negatively charged. Thus, an 
electric ?eld is created betWeen the surfaces 126 and 128. 

[0045] In one embodiment, the sensor 124 includes insu 
lated charging connectors 129 coupled to the tWo conductive 
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surfaces 126 and 128. The connectors 129 are selectively 
coupled to a poWer supply (described beloW) of the device 
100. Upon command, for eXample, by depression of a 
manual sWitch or upon receipt of a control signal from the 
testing facility 30, the microprocessor 180 couples the 
poWer supply to the connectors 129 so that the sensor 124 is 
recharged. Periodic recharging of the sensor 124 can provide 
for substantially continual detecting and measuring opera 
tions (as described beloW) Within the environment of inter 
est. In this embodiment a relatively high voltage poWer 
supply (such as is seen in, for eXample, disposable cameras) 
may be employed to recharge the sensor 124. 

[0046] Radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aero 
sol Within the testing environment passively diffuses into the 
chamber 122 through a ?rst opening 130 in the housing 121. 
Preferably, a ?lter 132 is disposed Within the ?rst opening 
130. The ?lter 132 ?lters out moisture and other unWanted 
particles from entering the chamber 122 through the opening 
130. Preferably, the housing 121 includes a second opening 
131 having a device 134 disposed therein. The device 134 
circulates the atmosphere Within chamber 122 and includes, 
for eXample, an air moving device. When activated, for 
eXample, during a test period, the air moving device 134 
provides a substantially constant air?oW through the cham 
ber 122. The inventors have realiZed that a substantially 
constant, or at least a controllable air?oW, minimiZes inac 
curacies that may be introduced by varying environmental 
conditions Within typical testing environments. The inven 
tors have found that the active movement of the air sample 
Within the chamber 122 assures a greater representation of 
the area under test. For eXample, if a device is placed against 
a Wall or in a con?ned location of the subject facility, less 
accuracy may be realiZed. As a result, the present invention 
minimiZes inaccuracies introduced When less experienced 
technicians place devices at random Within testing environ 
ments. It is also Within the scope of the present invention to 
employ other methods for providing the constant air?oW 
through the chamber 122 during test periods. For eXample, 
a mechanical device such as the above-mentioned air mov 
ing device may place undesirable poWer requirements on the 
device 100 and 300. Therefore, the present invention may 
employ non-mechanical means such as, for eXample, gradi 
ent heating and/or electrostatic focussing (e.g., Wind pro 
duced by ioniZed air), to achieve a constant How of air 
through the chamber 122. 

[0047] In one embodiment, the detector 120 also includes 
a second sensor 136 for measuring a decrease in the voltage 
or current of the sensor 124 (e.g., the electret) due to the 
decay of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol 
Within the chamber 122. For eXample, the second sensor 136 
may be a micro electrometer that reads an electrostatic 
potential of the electric ?eld at a given position betWeen the 
conductive surfaces 126 and 128. A sensing electrode or 
Wire 137 is positioned either in betWeen the conductive 
layers or very near the conductive surfaces 126 and 128. The 
sensing electrode 137 is coupled to the second sensor 136 
(e.g., the micro electrometer) such that the electrostatic 
potential of the electric ?eld betWeen the surfaces 126 and 
128 can be detected by the electrometer. An alternate sensor 
136 may be an electrostatic reader that can measure an 

electrostatic potential on a charged surface through space 
Without physical contact to that surface but at a constant 
speci?c distance from the surface being measured. 
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[0048] In a second aspect of the present invention (shown 
in FIG. 3B), the detector 320 includes a sensor 124 com 
prised of a Kerr Cell, a Pockel Cell or a Faraday Cup. In 
accordance With this aspect of the present invention, 
changes in optical properties of a material resulting from a 
surrounding electric or magnetic ?eld alloWs the measure 
ment of radioactive gas (e.g., radon) present in an environ 
ment. FIG. 3B illustrates the sensor 124 disposed Within the 
chamber 122 and exposed to radioactive gas (e.g., radon) 
Within the test environment as the radon passively diffuses 
into the chamber 122 and sensor 124. In one embodiment, 
illustrated in FIGS. 6A and 6B, the sensor 124 is comprised 
of a Pockel Cell sensor 500 Wherein a change in the index 
of refraction of a material is utiliZed to measure a change in 
the electric ?eld strength or voltage Within the chamber 122. 
The sensor 500 includes a material 502 having refractive 
index that varies When exposed to a change in an electric 
?eld strength or voltage. Suitable materials include, for 
example, a birefringent cut potassium dihydrogen bromide 
crystal (KHZPO4 or KD2PO4), or a material having similar 
physical properties such as, for example, lithium neobidium 
crystal (LiNbO3) or nitrobenZene. The material 502 is sand 
Wiched betWeen tWo oppositely polariZed charged surfaces 
504 and 506. For example, the charged surfaces 504 and 506 
may be charged Within a range of about 200 to 2000 volts 
betWeen them. As such, an electric ?eld is formed betWeen 
the charged surfaces 504 and 506. 

[0049] Preferably, the surfaces 504 and 506 are thin layers 
coupled on to opposite sides of the material 504 (e.g., the 
birefringent crystal) to form a layered assembly. The assem 
bly is impregnated into a dielectric material 508 having a 
thin barrier layer of about 0.01 to 100 nm. Suitable dielec 
trics include polycarbonate materials such as, for example, 
a highly pure TEFLON® block (TEFLON® is a registered 
trademark of B1. du Pont De Nemours and Company 
Corporation). Alpha and beta particles from Within the 
chamber 122 penetrate the conductive surface layers 504 
and 506 of the birefringent material 502. A light source 510 
radiates a beam 512 through the birefringent material 502. 
Preferably, a collimating lens 514 focuses the beam 512 such 
that it is substantially parallel as it enters the material 502. 
A path of the beam 512 through the material 502 changes 
from substantially parallel, When entering the material 502, 
to a path offset from its initially parallel path due to a 
refractive index of the material 502. A lens 516 is disposed 
at an end of the material 502 opposite to the end in Which the 
beam 512 enters the material 502. The lens 516, preferably 
an objective lens, receives an offset beam 512‘ exiting the 
material 502 and focuses it upon a charge coupling device 
(CCD) 518. The CCD 518 is pixeliZed (e.g., includes an 
N><M matrix of pixels) such that a location of an impinging 
beam 512“ on the CCD 518 is detectable. A counter (not 
shoWn) is coupled to the CCD 518 to detect the pixel at 
Which the beam 512“ impinges the CCD 518. Each pixel 
Within the N><M matrix is correlated to a speci?c voltage. As 
such, a voltage of the electric ?eld is determined indirectly 
from the deformation of the beam 512 (e.g., angle at Which 
the beam is bent) as the beam 512 travels through the 
material 502. 

[0050] It should be appreciated that as alpha and beta 
particles from the radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and sus 
pended aerosol decaying Within the chamber 122 bombard 
the birefringent material 502, the electric ?eld formed by the 
charged surfaces 504 and 506 is depleted by the ions emitted 
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by the decaying radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended 
aerosol. As such, the refractive index of the material 502 is 
altered due to the change in the strength of the electric ?eld. 
As the ?eld strength (e.g., voltage) drops the path of the 
beam 512 through the material 502 changes. As shoWn in 
FIGS. 6A and 6B a change in electric ?eld strength results 
in a change in a position at Which the beam 512“ impinges 
the CCD 518, e.g., the beam 512“ position changes from 
position 910 in FIG. 6A to a position 730 in FIG. 6B. By 
detecting (With the CCD 518 and counter) these changes 
over time, a change in strength of the electric ?eld is 
detectable. As noted above, the change in the electric ?eld 
strength is utiliZed to determine the concentration of radio 
active gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol Within the 
environment of interest. 

[0051] In another embodiment, a Kerr Cell sensor 124 
may be based on the Kerr Effect in Which changes in light 
intensity of the beam due to changing electric ?eld strength 
may be detected. Alternatively, the sensor 124 may employ 
the Faraday Effect. Accordingly, it should be appreciated 
that it is Within the scope of the present invention to 
indirectly measure the radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and 
suspended aerosol concentration of an environment of inter 
est by measuring changes in properties of a material as a 
result of the surrounding electric or magnetic ?eld. Tech 
niques include employing detector that utiliZe the aforemen 
tioned Kerr Effect, Pockel Effect and Faraday Effect for 
measuring changes in optical properties of certain materials 
(e.g., the birefringent material 502) in response to surround 
ing electric and/or magnetic ?elds. 

[0052] In another embodiment, the sensor 124 (FIG. 3B) 
is comprised of a photo-voltaic surface such as a silicon pin 
diode coated With a scintillation coating that is sensitive to 
alpha, beta, gamma radiation or combinations thereof. The 
scintillation coating includes a thallium activated cesium 
iodide or silver activated Zinc sul?de layer. The pin diode 
coating emits light pulses of varying intensity based on the 
energy of alpha or beta particles impinging upon the scin 
tillation coating. The pulses of light generate different ampli 
tude voltage pulses from the pin diode based on different 
alpha or beta energy values. The voltage pulses of different 
amplitude are pre-ampli?ed and pulse shaped in such a 
fashion so as to alloW for measurement of the peak ampli 
tude. The peak value is quanti?ed by an analog-to-digital 
(A/D) converter to produce a digital value indicating the 
amplitude of each pulse. The microprocessor 180 is pro 
grammed to analyZe the A/D values, and to count and store 
the number of pulses received at each respective value. This 
analysis is commonly termed “pulse height analysis.” The 
data is then displayed as a spectrum of discrete energy 
values by plotting the number of pulses received at each of 
many different amplitudes verses amplitude values. Such a 
spectral display presents a quantity verses energy distribu 
tion. Where the spectral energy distribution of alpha and beta 
particles are uniquely traceable to speci?c radioactive mate 
rials, the spectrum is utiliZed as a means to accurately 
discriminate betWeen different radiation sources. As such, 
the radiation detection devices 100 and 300 can be made 
highly speci?c to radioactive gas such as, for example, 
radon. 

[0053] Upon transmission of this spectral data to the 
testing facility 30, the data processing system 32 compares 
the spectral data to a knoWn spectrum of radioactive gas of 
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interest such as, for example, radon or other radioactive 
material under analysis, to verify that the data represents the 
material to be measured. In the event that the energy 
spectrum is not a match, the data is further analyzed by a 
quali?ed analysts for interpretation as to the exact source of 
the radiation. In the event that spectra does match the spectra 
of interest (e.g., the radon spectra), the data processing 
system 32 proceeds With the analysis of total amount of 
radioactive gas present at the test site. Where it is knoWn that 
the amount of radioactive gas present at a speci?c site can 
vary as a function of time and other environmental condi 
tions, it is apparent that the rate of data (spectrum) trans 
mission from the site detector (e.g., devices 100 and 300) to 
the data processing system 32 at the testing facility 30 
provides a time dependent series for a better understanding 
of the conditions and potential source of the radioactive gas. 

[0054] The inventors have realiZed that the scintillation 
photodiode combination is highly independent of other 
environmental conditions such as, for example, temperature, 
high humidity, dust and other aerosols. Further, the inventors 
have realiZed that by employing the pulse height analysis of 
the signals as detected by the scintillation-photodiode detec 
tor and transmitting the results in virtual real-time mode, the 
absolute validation of a speci?c radioactive gas (e.g., radon) 
at the assigned test site can be achieved. There is a very loW 
probability of other interfering parameters affecting the 
analytical results. The inventors have realiZed that this 
function provides a signi?cant advantage over conventional 
electrostatic detection methods and methods that do not 
implement telemetry (e.g., real time communication of test 
data). 
[0055] Additionally, the inventors have realiZed that the 
detection hardWare and methods of the present invention (as 
described herein) can be readily modi?ed to analyZe for 
radioactive components in drinking Water in situ and in a 
location that is dif?cult to access physically. The present 
invention may, in fact, become a permanent monitoring 
device to assure a safe source of potable Water. For example, 
the detector may be repackaged and designed to accommo 
date a different sampling con?guration such as running 
Water. Referring again to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the detectors 
120 and 320 include an A/D converter 138 that is coupled to 
the second sensor 136 (FIG. 3A) and sensor 124 (FIG. 3B) 
for converting an analog signal representing, for example, 
the present electrostatic potential (When the second sensor 
136 is a electrometer) into a digital signal. The digital signal 
is then passed from the detector 120 and 320 to the micro 
processor 180. The microprocessor 180 may store the signal 
in its memory (MEM 184) or pass the signal directly to the 
transmitter 140 for immediate transmission to the data 
processing system 32. As described beloW, the stored digital 
signals may be retrieved and transmitted to the data pro 
cessing system 32 in accordance With a predetermined time 
schedule or upon receipt of a request for transmission from 
the data processing system 32. 

[0056] In accordance With the present invention, the trans 
mitter 140 may be a transceiver that can receive as Well as 
transmit messages (e.g., a device capable of bi-directional 
communications). As noted above, the received messages 
may include control signals from the data processing system 
32. In one embodiment, the transmitter 140 is a conventional 
radiotelephone. The radiotelephone may include a feature 
for auto-dialing a prede?ned telephone number. The micro 

Jul. 8, 2004 

processor 180 may invoke the auto-dialing feature to trans 
mit data (e.g., test data) received as produced from the 
detector 120 and 320 to the data processing system 32. In 
this embodiment, the data processing system 32 may include 
programming logic such that data received over a predeter 
mined telephone number uniquely corresponds to a particu 
lar testing location. Aplurality of different testing locations 
may transmit data to the data processing system 32 over 
single telephone number or a corresponding plurality of 
telephone numbers. In an alternate embodiment, the results 
of the plurality of testing locations may be received over a 
single or plurality of individual frequencies by, for example, 
a radio frequency (RF), infrared (IR) or microWave receiver 
coupled to the data processing system 32. 

[0057] The poWer supply 160 of the radioactive gas (e.g., 
radon) and suspended aerosol monitoring devices 100 and 
300 includes a loW voltage poWer supply 162 for coupling 
electronic components of the devices 100 and 300 (e.g., the 
transmitter 140, the microprocessor 180, the A/D converter 
138, sensors 124 and 136 and the air moving device or fan 
134) via a poWer bus 166 to an energy source 164 such as, 
for example, a loW voltage battery. In another embodiment, 
the energy source 164 is AC poWer provided at the testing 
location. In this AC poWer embodiment, the poWer supply 
160 includes conventional apparatus (as is knoWn to those 
skilled in the art) for stepping doWn the AC poWer to a loW 
supply voltage typically utility by portable electronic 
devices. 

[0058] FIG. 4A illustrates exemplary operational steps of 
a radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol moni 
toring device con?gured and operating in accordance With 
the present invention (e.g., devices 10, 12-16, 100 and 300). 
Aradioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol moni 
toring session begins at Block 200 With a determination as 
to Whether the device (e.g., devices 100 and 300) is enabled 
and/or ready to commence a test cycle. For example, the 
microprocessor 180 enables the device 100 for detecting and 
measuring operations if a technician activates a manual key 
sWitch 182, or if an activation command is received by the 
devices 100 and 300 from one of the data processing systems 
32 and 34. 

[0059] In one embodiment, the microprocessor 180 oper 
ates in a plurality of modes, for example, a “sleep” mode, a 
“Wake-up” mode and a “running” mode. In the sleep mode 
substantially all the operational features of the devices 100 
and 300 are disabled. The sleep mode affords minimum 
poWer consumption and is employed, for example, prior to 
locating the devices 100 and 300 in a testing environment. 
When in the Wake-up mode, the microprocessor 180 per 
forms a subset of functionality tests that include, for 
example, determining Whether the devices 100 and 300 have 
received a command signal (e.g., the activation command) 
from one of the data processing systems 32 or 34. If the 
activation command is received, the microprocessor 180 
enters the running mode Where substantially all of the 
functionality of the devices 100 and 300 are enabled. It 
should be appreciated that the Wake-up mode is similar to, 
for example, periodic poWer-up processes employed by 
conventional mobile communication devices Where the 
mobile device establishes a link to a base station and queries 
Whether an incoming message is being sent to the mobile 
device. It should also be appreciated that the microprocessor 
180 transitions from the sleep mode into the Wake-up mode 
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in response to one of a predetermined time of the day, the 
expiration of a “sleep” timer or the interconnection of an 
operator control panel as used by a certi?ed technician. 

[0060] As described beloW, the running mode includes a 
number of sub-modes, or states, Wherein some of the func 
tionality of the devices 100 and 300 are enabled and some 
are disabled. For example, tWo such states are an active 
monitoring state and a passive monitoring state. In the active 
monitoring state the sensors 124 and 136 and the A/D 
converter 138 measure a voltage or a current (as described 
beloW) from impinging radiation. In the passive monitoring 
state the sensors 124 and 136 and the A/D converter 138 are 
disabled from aforementioned measuring operations. In the 
passive monitoring state, the chamber 122 receives radio 
active gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol from the 
testing environment through diffusion (as described above). 
Optionally, the microprocessor 180 instructs the air moving 
device 134 to maintain a substantially constant air-?oW 
through the chamber 122 (active mode) in preparation in 
sWitching to the active mode. 

[0061] When the devices 100 and 300 are enabled, the 
microprocessor 180 transitions from the sleep mode to the 
running mode. In FIG. 4A this transition is illustrated as 
control passing from Block 200 to Block 210. At Block 210, 
a plurality of diagnostic measurements are performed to 
assure that the monitoring devices 100 and 300 are operating 
properly. For example, one or more of the folloWing diag 
nostic test may be performed: (1) proper voltage values 
throughout the system via several points are measured; (2) 
for sensors including an electret, an initial charge on the 
electrostatic detector may be checked to ensure that it is 
above preset minimum value; (3) a background count above 
minimum acceptable level; (4) initiate simulated signals to 
verify proper operational A/D and microprocessor hardWare 
and algorithms; (5) veri?cation of communication channel 
(40) to data processing system at the test facility (30-32); 
and (6) such other tests unique to the detection system 
employed. Upon satisfactory completion of the diagnostic 
tests, a baseline or initial reading is taken. That is, the 
microprocessor 180 activates the A/D converter 138 to 
acquire an initial measurement of voltage or current values 
from the sensor 124 (e.g., as the system initially enters the 
active monitoring state). In the active monitoring state the 
detectors 120 and 320 measures an initial electrostatic 
potential of the sensors 124 and 136 (When the second sensor 
136 is a electrometer). The analog signal from the sensors 
124 and 136 is converted into a digital signal by the A/D 
converter 138 and passed to the microprocessor 180. The 
microprocessor 180 stores the initial baseline reading in 
MEM 184. Control then passes from Block 210 to Block 
220. 

[0062] At Block 220, the microprocessor 180 enables tWo 
timers, a cycle timer 186 and a total timer 188. The cycle 
timer 186 measures a period betWeen successive readings by 
the sensors 124 (FIG. 3B) and 136 (FIG. 3A) in accordance 
With, for example, a cycle time parameter. The total timer 
188 measures a total elapsed time of the testing period in 
accordance With, for example, a predetermined total time 
parameter. In accordance With the present invention, both 
the cycle time parameter and the total time parameter may 
be predetermined values (e.g., factory settings) de?ned 
Within the microprocessor 180 or may be provided by the 
data processing system 32 When a particular test (e.g., test 
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site speci?c test) is requested. The inventors have found 
suitable parameters to comprise, for example, a one (1) hour 
cycle time and a seventy-tWo (72) hour total time. 

[0063] In accordance With one aspect of the present inven 
tion, the cycle time and total time parameters may be 
selected by the microprocessor 180 from a range of values 
stored Within MEM 184. The selection process is responsive 
to measurements taken during the baseline process described 
above. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3A, if the baseline 
measurement detects an initial voltage of the sensor 124 that 
indicates that the sensor 124 may be someWhat depleted (or 
the scintillation sensor is active due to high levels of radon), 
the testing period (e.g., total time parameter) and frequency 
(e.g., cycle time parameter) may be adjusted in an attempt to 
ensure that an accurate test process can be performed before 
the sensor 124 (or scintillation sensor) becomes unreliable. 
For example, the cycle time parameter may be set to equal 
ten (10) minutes versus a typical one (1) hour time, and the 
total time parameter may be set to equal tWenty-four (24) 
hours versus a typical seventy-tWo (72) hour testing period. 

[0064] As should be appreciated, once the voltage of the 
sensor 124 decreases beloW a certain level (e.g., When the 
sensor 124 is comprised of an electret) or a threshold value 
is exceeded (e.g., When the sensor 124 is comprised of a 
scintillation detector), detected subsequent changes in volt 
age or current may be out of range and consequently 
unreliable. The inventors have realiZed that When the sensor 
124 is comprised of a photodiode scintillation sensor (e.g., 
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3B versus the electret 
sensor of FIG. 3A) certain advantages may be realiZed. For 
example, the scintillation sensor provides: 1.) measurement 
stability over long time periods; 2.) value readings that are 
independent of excessive moisture, temperature and 
mechanical shock; 3.) an ability to identify a radiation 
source for positive veri?cation and resolution of ?nal quan 
titative values; and 4.) an ability to collect “time-of-day” 
radiation data to study daily changes or quantify data for 
periods When the site is occupied. 

[0065] In one embodiment, the devices 100 and 300 
perform a calibration cycle prior to the aforementioned 
baseline reading (e.g., at Block 210). In the calibration cycle, 
the microprocessor 180 activates the sensor 124 and the A/D 
converter 138 to read the sensor 124 (e.g., the electret 124 
of FIG. 3A or the scintillation sensor of FIG. 3B). The 
results of this calibration reading are passed to the micro 
processor 180, Which immediately transmits them to the data 
processing system 32 via the transmitter 140. The calibration 
reading is received and processed by the data processing 
system 32 such that an initial measurement of the radioac 
tive gas (e.g., radon) concentration Within the environment 
of interest may be determined. From this initial calibration 
reading, the data processing system 32 determines a set of 
parameters that attempt to ensure highly accurate test results. 
Should the initial data measurements indicate a faulty detec 
tion system or be so far out of normal (anticipated) range, 
immediate noti?cation is provided to a certi?ed analyst at a 
remote testing facility such that early corrective action may 
be initiated. For areas under test that are knoWn to contain 
radioactive materials (or other potentially haZardous mate 
rial being monitored), this noti?cation could initiate imme 
diate removal of personnel potentially exposed to excessive 
levels of either radiation or haZardous materials. The set of 
parameters (e.g., preferred data collection cycle, diurnal 



US 2004/0129890 A1 

cycle, and total time parameters) are then transmitted from 
the data processing system 32 to the device 100 and 300. The 
microprocessor 180 receives the set of preferred parameters 
and adjusts the operation of the device 100 and 300 accord 
ingly. Once the calibration process is complete (e.g., the 
reading results are transmitted to and the preferred param 
eters are received from the data processing system 32), the 
aforementioned baseline reading is performed and operation 
continues utiliZing the preferred cycle time and total time 
parameters. 
[0066] Referring again to Block 220, in addition to 
enabling the tWo timers 186 and 188, the microprocessor 
180 activates the air movement device 134 (e.g., the air 
moving device) to regulate the air-?oW through the chamber 
122 during the testing period. Once the fan 134 is activated, 
the microprocessor 180 enters the passive monitoring state. 
In the passive monitoring state, the microprocessor 180 
disables the sensors 124 and 136 and the A/D converter 138, 
but the timers 186 and 188 and fan 134 remain enabled. The 
microprocessor 180 monitors the timers and compares the 
elapsed time to the values of the cycle time and the total time 
(Block 230). The microprocessor 180 remains in the passive 
monitoring state until the elapsed time as measured by the 
cycle timer 186 and the total timer 188 equals one of the 
cycle time parameter or the total time parameter. When one 
of these conditions is met, control passes from Block 230 to 
Block 240 Where the microprocessor 180 enters the active 
monitoring state. At Block 240, the microprocessor 180 
enables the sensors 124 and 136 and the A/D converter 138 
so that another voltage or current reading is taken. The 
results of the reading are passed to the microprocessor 180 
and, preferably, stored in MEM 184. 

[0067] At Block 250, the results of the measurement taken 
at Block 240 are compared to a prede?ned termination point. 
For eXample, a step of the baseline reading process (per 
formed at Block 210) preferably includes calculating a 
speci?ed percentage of the initial baseline reading. For 
eXample, in the embodiment Wherein the sensor 124 
includes an electret (FIG. 3A), a seventy-?ve percent (75%), 
?fty percent (50%) or other predetermined percentage of the 
baseline voltage or current may be set to the prede?ned 
termination point value. Once the measured voltage or 
current of the sensor 124 equals the termination point value, 
the testing period is completed as the inventors have deter 
mined that an accurate radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and 
suspended aerosol concentration may be calculated from 
data collected over the drop from an initial level (baseline 
reading) to the reading of the predetermined percentage of 
the baseline (e.g., the aforementioned 75%, 50%, etc. read 
ings). 
[0068] HoWever, if the measurements taken at Block 240 
do not equal the prede?ned termination point, control passes 
from Block 250 to Block 260 Where the total time parameter 
is compared to the value of the total time timer 188. The 
testing period also completes if the value of the total time 
timer 188 equals the prede?ned total time for monitoring 
(e.g., the total time parameter). If not, control passes from 
Block 260 to Block 270 Where the cycle timer is reset to a 
value of Zero The microprocessor 180 then transitions 
the device 100 and 300 into the passive monitoring state. 
The transition is illustrated in FIG. 4B as control passing 
from Block 270 back to Block 230. The testing cycle 
continues and repeats as described above With reference to 
Blocks 230-270. 

[0069] It should be appreciated that the present invention 
contemplates other methods for regulating the testing cycle 
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illustrated in Blocks 230-270. For eXample, the micropro 
cessor 180 may repeat the cycle for a predetermined or 
user-de?ned number (N) of cycles. The N cycles yield a 
?Xed number of voltage or current data points, for eXample, 
N+1 data points including the baseline and the N measure 
ments. Additionally, the microprocessor 180 may receive a 
control signal from the data processing system that initiated 
the monitoring (e.g., systems 32 or 34). The control signal 
may include a request to halt monitoring and to transmit the 
measurements stored in the MEM 184. 

[0070] Referring again brie?y to Blocks 250 and 260, the 
testing cycle completes When a measured voltage or current 
is beloW a prede?ned level (Block 250) or if a total testing 
time has expired (Block 260). On either of these conditions, 
control passes to Block 280. At Block 280, the micropro 
cessor 180 retrieves the baseline reading and previous 
readings taken at Blocks 210 and 240, respectively. The 
microprocessor 180 formats the retrieved readings and trans 
mits them to the data processing system 32 or 34 that 
initiated the testing period. In accordance With the present 
invention, the formatted transmission of the readings may 
include data accuracy and/or security features. For eXample, 
the formatted transmission of data preferably includes check 
sum error control (as is generally knoWn for transmission of 
data over Wired and/or Wireless communication connec 
tions). If a check sum error is detected, the data processing 
system 32 or 34 may request that the microprocessor 180 
retransmit the readings. The security features may include, 
for eXample, signal encryption to substantially prevent inter 
ception and inappropriate use of the monitoring data. 

[0071] Once transmission operations and retransmission 
operations (if any) are completed, the testing cycle is com 
pleted. The microprocessor 180 transitions from the active 
monitoring state to the sleep mode. As noted above, the 
microprocessor 180 aWaits further instruction from the data 
processing systems 32 or 34 by initiating periodic or inter 
rupt-driven Wake-up mode operations. For example, the data 
processing system 32 or 34 that initiated the test may 
conclude that additional testing may be required to eliminate 
an inaccuracy or, alternatively, the devices 100 and 300 may 
be reused Within the testing environment at a later time. 

[0072] With respect to this later use, it is Within the scope 
of the present invention for the radioactive gas (e.g., radon) 
and suspended aerosol monitoring devices described herein 
(e.g., devices 10, 100, 300, and the like) to include a means 
for sealing the chamber 122 to substantially prevent radio 
active gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol or other gases 
from entering the chamber 122 during the sleep mode. The 
inventors have realiZed that this feature may be desirable 
When the sensor 124 includes an electret (FIG. 3A). 

[0073] FIG. 4B illustrates one operational How of a moni 
toring device con?gured and operating in accordance With 
one embodiment of the present invention. Another eXem 
plary operation How of the monitoring device con?gured 
and operating in accordance With the present invention is 
illustrated by the folloWing: 

[0074] 1. Technician places monitoring device in area to 
be measured. 

[0075] 2. The technician activates the monitoring 
device by utiliZing a unique “sWitch key”182 to initiate 
a test. 

[0076] a. Microprocessor 180“Wakes up” and 
acquires initial sensor reading. 
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[0077] b. On expiration of a cycle timer the micro 
processor 180 takes second reading, the timer 
expires after “X” number of hours, for example, 2 
hours. 

[0078] c. The cycle (2a.-2b.) repeats for “N” read 
ings, for example, 10 readings. 

[0079] 3. After last reading, the microprocessor 180 
initiates a dial-up radiotelephone communication con 
nection (via a speci?ed telephone number) to the data 
processing system. 

[0080] a. After hand-shake and security validations, 
the microprocessor 180 transfers reading data With 
check sum error control to the data processing sys 
tem. 

0081 b. Remote com uter station e. ., the data P g 
processing system) accepts data or “requests” a 
re-transmission to eliminate a detected error. 

[0082] c. The microprocessor 180 shuts doWn and 
enters the sleep mode. 

[0083] 4. Remote computer station performs appropri 
ate calculations (e.g., decay calculations) based upon 
multiple data points and type of detector utiliZed (e.g., 
the data from the N readings). 

[0084] 5. Data is calculated to determine in picocuries 
per liter (pCi/L) an activity or concentration of radio 
active gas (e.g., radon) and/or haZardous materials 
Within the monitored area’s atmosphere. 

[0085] 6. End user either disposes of the monitoring 
device or returns the device to an appropriate location 
for re-use and/or re-charging for re-use. 

[0086] In one embodiment a radioactive gas and sus 
pended aerosol detecting and monitoring device of the 
present invention includes auto logging capability from 
initialiZation to the ?nal signal Without any possible outside 
intervention of human sources to ensure the integrity of the 
testing procedures. Other features of the present invention 
include, but are not limited to: 1). the retention of data as a 
time dependant series of information for transmission to a 
remote site; 2). control of communication betWeen the 
monitoring system device and the remote monitoring site; 
3). perform internal diagnostics to assure proper operation; 
4). measure and accumulate the electrical pulses using pulse 
height analysis; 5). a bi-directional telemetry package such 
as a digital radio telephone or the like to be able to diagnose 
and/or terminate or extend device monitoring after a given 
amount of time; 6). an external control panel for ease of 
operation; 7) a loW voltage battery supply; 8). provide an 
accurate time base; and 9). auto Zeroing at the start of a neW 
test cycle. 

[0087] Although described in the context of preferred 
embodiments, it should be realiZed that a number of modi 
?cations to these teachings may occur to one skilled in the 
art. By example, and as discussed above, the teachings of 
this invention are not intended to be limited to any speci?c 
application, that is, the invention is not intended to be 
utiliZed only as a radon monitoring device, other radioactive 
or chemistries and/or physical properties may be detected 
and measured With devices and operating methods described 
herein. For example, another application of the present 

Jul. 8, 2004 

invention includes use of the monitoring devices (as 
described herein) as a medical monitor for chemical or 
radioactive substances in an organism. In this respect, the 
medical monitor may be surgically implanted. It should also 
be appreciated that the transmitter 140 may be a transceiver 
such as, for example, a conventional radiotelephone or the 
like. 

[0088] Further, it should be appreciated that While one 
embodiment of the monitoring device of the present inven 
tion have been described as employing a sensor 124 having 
an electret Within an ioniZation chamber (e.g., chamber 122 
of FIG. 3A) other radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and sus 
pended aerosol collecting/capturing devices such as, for 
example, scintillation detectors and electronic alpha or 
gamma detectors may be utiliZed Within the chamber 122 
(e.g., as illustrated in FIG. 3B). 

[0089] For example, in one embodiment the sensor 124 is 
replaced by an assembly having a polymeric material (plas 
tic) such as a poly D-p-phenylenevinylene. The polymeric 
material emits light When subjected to an electric ?eld or 
When placed betWeen tWo electrodes of opposite charge. 
Accordingly, the chamber 122 includes an assembly having 
a ?rst positively charged plate or layer, a second negatively 
charged plate or layer, and the aforementioned polymeric 
material disposed therebetWeen. The greater the charge or 
voltage betWeen the tWo plates, the greater amount of light 
that is emitted by the sandWiched polymeric material. In this 
embodiment, the sensor 136 is comprised of a miniature 
multiplying phototube, photocell or photodiode that is dis 
posed along the polymeric material. The photodiode reads 
an amount of light emitted by the assembly and converts the 
light into a signal representing a voltage or current Within the 
assembly. Successive measurements of the light over a 
testing period yields data points representing the decay of 
the electric ?eld due to exposure to the radioactive gas (e.g., 
radon) and suspended aerosol Within the atmosphere of the 
chamber 122. One bene?t of the multiplying phototube 
detector is an ability for amplifying any small changes in 
electric ?eld betWeen the tWo opposite charged plates due to 
the neutraliZation of charges by alpha and beta particles 
caused by the decaying radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and 
suspended aerosol. The ampli?cation provides for much 
shorter reading periods due to much higher sensitivities. 

[0090] In another embodiment, the sensor 124 includes an 
assembly having a ?rst positively charged plate, a second 
negatively charged plate and one of a number of polymeric 
plastics such as a polythiophene, a polypyrrole, a polyacety 
lene and a polyaniline. A non-contact volt or current meter 
probe is placed betWeen the tWo charged plates to detect a 
decay in the electric ?eld due to sustained exposure to the 
decaying radioactive gas (e.g., radon) and suspended aerosol 
Within the chamber 122. One bene?t of the polymeric 
plastics described above is that these materials exhibit an 
ability to amplify a redox reaction betWeen the combination 
of alpha or beta particles and the charged plastic plates. 
Ampli?cation of these redox coupled reactions enables a 
higher sensitivity and thus shorter measuring or reading 
periods for an accurate result. 

[0091] In another embodiment, the sensor 124 includes an 
assembly having a scintillation detector, Which resolves 
alpha and/or beta energies for qualitative purposes and 
produces electrical pulses proportional by rate to the amount 
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of radon present at the site. The amplitude of the pulses 
represents the actual energy impinged by each particle. By 
measuring the number of pulses Within a selected amplitude 
range, highly material speci?c data may be derived. 

[0092] While the invention has been particularly shoWn 
and described With respect to preferred embodiments 
thereof, it Will be understood by those skilled in the art that 
changes in form and details may be made therein Without 
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system for detecting and measuring one of a con 

centration of physical and chemical properties of a target 
material Within an environment of interest, said system 
comprising: 

a testing facility having a data processing system disposed 
therein; and 

a monitoring device disposed Within said environment of 
interest and operatively coupled to said data processing 
system, said monitoring device comprising: 

a detector having a housing de?ning a chamber, a 
collector disposed in said chamber and a sensor 
electrically coupled to said collector, said housing 
having at least one opening for alloWing said target 
material Within said environment of interest to enter 
said chamber, said collector for measuring one of a 
number of ions and gamma radiation generated by a 
decay of said target material Within said chamber, 
and said sensor for selectively measuring changes in 
an electrostatic potential of said collector in response 
to an accumulation of said generated ions and said 
gamma radiation; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said measured changes in 
said electrostatic potential to said data processing 
system. 

2. The system as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said 
monitoring device includes a receiver for receiving signals 
from said data processing system, said signals including 
parameters employed by said sensor in said selective mea 
suring. 

3. The system as set forth in claim 2 Wherein said 
parameters include a frequency at Which said electrostatic 
potential are measured and a total duration of said measur 
ing. 

4. The system as set forth in claim 3 Wherein said 
monitoring device includes a memory device for storing a 
plurality of electrostatic measurements taken at time periods 
corresponding to said frequency. 

5. The system as set forth in claim 2 Wherein said data 
processing system selects said parameters from a plurality of 
parameters in accordance With said concentration of said 
target material determined by said data processing system 
from previously transmitted measured changes in said elec 
trostatic potential. 

6. The system as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said collector 
is comprised of an electret including tWo oppositely charged 
conductive surfaces, said surfaces forming an electric ?eld 
therebetWeen. 

7. The system as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said sensor 
is comprised of one of an electrometeror, a non-surface 
contact electrostatic probe and a scintillation crystal. 
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8. The system as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said housing 
includes a second opening and Wherein said detector 
includes an air movement device disposed Within said 
second opening, said air movement device for circulating an 
atmosphere Within said chamber to provide a substantially 
constant air-?oW Within said chamber. 

9. A system for detecting and measuring one of a con 
centration of physical and chemical properties of a target 
material Within an environment of interest, said system 
comprising: 

a testing facility having a data processing system disposed 
therein; and 

a monitoring device disposed Within said environment of 
interest and operatively coupled to said data processing 
system, said monitoring device comprising: 

a detector having a housing de?ning a chamber, a 
collector disposed in said chamber and a sensor 
electrically coupled to said collector, said housing 
having at least one opening for alloWing said target 
material Within said environment of interest to enter 
said chamber, said collector for detecting target 
chemical compounds Within said chamber, and said 
sensor for selectively measuring integrated electrical 
signals of said collector in response to an accumu 
lation of said chemical compounds; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said measured changes in 
said electrostatic potential and/or integrated electri 
cal signals to said data processing system. 

10. The system as set forth in claim 9 Wherein said 
collector is comprised of a scintillation counter. 

11. A system for detecting and measuring a concentration 
of one of radioactive gas, suspended aerosol and non 
radioactive gaseous chemistries Within an environment of 
interest, said system comprising: 

a testing facility having a data processing system disposed 
therein; and 

a monitoring device disposed Within said environment of 
interest and operatively coupled to said data processing 
system, said monitoring device comprising: 

a detector having a housing de?ning a chamber and a 
sensor disposed in said chamber, said housing having 
at least one opening for alloWing said radioactive 
gas, said suspended aerosol particles and said chem 
istries Within said environment of interest to enter 
said chamber, said sensor including a material dis 
posed Within one of an electric and magnetic ?eld 
formed Within said sensor, said material having 
optical properties that vary in response to changes in 
said ?eld, Wherein changes over time of said optical 
properties is representative of changing ?eld 
strengths; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said changing ?eld 
strength to said data processing system. 

12. The system as set forth in claim 11 Wherein said 
material includes a ?rst end and a second end and said sensor 
includes: 

a ?rst surface; 

a second surface; 




