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FIG. 2 

transmitting the digital data over the communication 
network from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 

having a digital storage device I 0 V 
_ O 

storing the digital data on the digital storage device 1/ 
l 02 

l 
reviewing a request transmitted from a second 

party to the digital data facilitator /Z/ l O 4 

the ?rst party and the second party 
employing the digital data facilitator to identify L b 

I 

l determining the absence or presence of the digital 
data stored on the digital storage device having the 

associated first and second identi?er associated I with the ?rst and second party, respectively 
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ful?lling the request if the digital data is present 
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FIG. 5 

transmitting the digital data over the communication 
network from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 4) ZOO 

having a digital storage device 

t 
storing the digital data on the digital storage deviceh 20 Z 

l, 
employing the digital data facilitator to identify the ?rst 

party and the second party 

sending a communication to the second party over b 
the communication network 

reviewing a request transmitted from the second party to 

the digital data facilitator in response to the communication 2 sent to the second party 

__ t 
transmitting the digital data to the second party in 

response to receiving the request from the second party 2 l O 
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FIG. 7 
300 

transmitting the digital data over the communication network from 
the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator having a digital storage device 

\gstoring the digital data on the digital storage devicj/M 

employing the digital data facilitator to identify the second party associated with the transmitted digital data 

i 

transmitting the digital data to the second party, 3 the digital data including the facilitator identi?er 

employing an identi?cation system, located remotely from the digital data facilitator, 
to determine ifthe facilitator identi?er transmitted with the transmitted digital data is 

associated with the digital data facilitator 

k 

receiving the transmitted digital data ifthe facilitator identi?er 3 l D 
transmitted with the transmitted digital data is determined 

to be associated with the digital data facilitator 



Patent Application Publication Jun. 24, 2004 Sheet 8 0f 13 US 2004/0122918 A1 



Patent Application Publication Jun. 24, 2004 Sheet 9 0f 13 US 2004/0122918 A1 
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FIG. 12 

transmitting digital data over a communication network 
from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 

having a digital storage device ‘ 

t 
Lstoring the digital data on the digital storage device 1 4' 

the digital data facilitator reviewing a request for 
an image bearing product with regard to the digital data 

transmitting the digital data to a service provider to 
generate the image bearing product b 

in accordance with the request 4'0 

delivering the image bearing product to the 
second party at the second party address 8 

billing the telephone number ofthe ?rst party 
for the generation ofthe image bearing product 0 
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FIG. 14 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD OF SHARING IMAGES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates generally to the ?eld of 
digital imaging, and in particular to the transmission of 
digital images. More speci?cally, the invention relates to a 
system and method of sharing images betWeen tWo parties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Various methods are available to share digital 
images betWeen tWo parties. One knoWn method is to attach 
a digital ?le comprising a digital image as part of an 
electronic message, for example, e-mail. When the recipient 
receives the electronic message, the digital ?le can be 
detached and the image vieWed. Another knoWn method 
employs on-line service providers, for example Ofoto, Inc., 
a subsidiary of Eastman Kodak Company. On-line service 
providers support Websites/databases, Which permit a user to 
store/access/share digital images betWeen tWo or more par 
ties. For example, using a Website, a user can arrange a 
collection of images Which can be vieWed by individuals 
authoriZed by the user. These authoriZed individuals can 
vieW the collection of images and can order prints of the 
images. 
[0003] While such systems may have achieved certain 
degrees of success in their particular applications, some 
systems have disadvantages. Some systems require the use 
of a computer, and therefore, the user needs to be computer 
literate to send/receive an image. Further, some Websites 
Where the images reside are of questionable security. In 
addition, some Websites require that a user “register” in 
order to obtain a passWord to alloW sharing and prevent 
unWanted vieWing of personal images. Still other systems 
are fee-based. For example, some systems charge a monthly 
service fee to the user to store and/or share their images 
regardless of the usage of the system. Yet other systems 
charge a service fee to a recipient of the images to receive 
images sent by a sender. Still other systems alloW the 
practice of “spamming” of unWanted/unsolicited images to 
recipients. 
[0004] Accordingly, a need exists for a system and method 
of sharing images betWeen at least tWo parties, Which can, 
but does not require, the use of a computer to send/receive 
images. Still further, such a system and method should not 
alloW for receipt of unWanted or unsolicited images. Yet 
further, if such a system and method includes a fee, such a 
fee should be based on usage. 

[0005] The system and method of the present invention 
provides for the sharing of images betWeen at least tWo 
parties. The system and method can, but does not require, the 
use of a computer to send/receive images. The system and 
method provides for the receipt of Wanted and solicited 
images. A fee can be employed, Wherein the fee is based on 
usage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
system and method for sharing images betWeen at least tWo 
parties. 
[0007] Another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide such a system and method Which can, but does not 
require, the use of a computer. 
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[0008] A further object of the present invention is to 
provide such a system and method, Which provides for the 
receipt of Wanted and solicited images. 

[0009] A still further object of the present invention is to 
provide such a system and method Which, if a fee is 
employed, employs a fee Which is based on usage. 

[0010] These objects are given only by Way of illustrative 
example, and such objects may be exemplary of one or more 
embodiments of the invention. Other desirable objectives 
and advantages inherently achieved by the disclosed inven 
tion may occur or become apparent to those skilled in the art. 
The invention is de?ned by the appended claims. 

[0011] According to one aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a system for facilitating asynchronous transmis 
sion of digital data betWeen at least tWo parties over a 
communication netWork. The system comprises a digital 
data facilitator having a digital storage device for storing 
digital data transmitted over the communication netWork 
from a ?rst party, the digital data facilitator having the 
ability to revieW a request transmitted from a second party, 
the digital data having an associated ?rst and second iden 
ti?er, the second identi?er being associated With the second 
party, the second identi?er being associated With a telephone 
number, the ?rst identi?er being associated With an elec 
tronic identi?er of the ?rst party. 

[0012] According to another aspect of the invention, there 
is provided a method for facilitating asynchronous transmis 
sion of digital data betWeen a ?rst and second party over a 
communication netWork. The method comprises the steps 
of: transmitting the digital data over the communication 
netWork from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 
having a digital storage device, the digital data having an 
associated ?rst and second identi?er, the ?rst identi?er being 
associated With an electronic identi?er of the ?rst party, the 
second identi?er being associated With a telephone number 
of the second party; storing the digital data on the digital 
storage device; revieWing a request transmitted from the 
second party to the digital data facilitator; employing the 
digital data facilitator to identify the ?rst party and the 
second party; determining the absence or presence of the 
digital data stored on the digital storage device having the 
associated ?rst and second identi?er associated With the ?rst 
and second party, respectively; and ful?lling the request if 
the digital data is present. 

[0013] According to a further aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a method for facilitating asynchronous 
transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst and second party 
over a communication netWork. The method comprises the 
steps of: transmitting the digital data over the communica 
tion netWork from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 
having a digital storage device, the digital data having an 
associated ?rst and second identi?er, the ?rst identi?er being 
associated With an electronic identi?er of the ?rst party, the 
second identi?er being associated With a telephone number 
of the second party; storing the digital data on the digital 
storage device; revieWing a request transmitted from the 
second party to the digital data facilitator, the request 
comprising the ?rst identi?er; accessing the ?rst identi?er 
from the request; accessing the second identi?er of the 
second party transmitting the request; accessing the digital 
data stored on the digital storage device having the associ 
ated ?rst and second identi?er; and ful?lling the request. 
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[0014] According to yet another aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a system for facilitating asynchronous 
transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst and second party 
over a communication netWork. The system comprises a 
digital data facilitator having a digital storage device for 
storing the digital data transmitted over the communication 
netWork from the ?rst party, the digital data facilitator 
having the ability to transmit the digital data to the second 
party in response to a request transmitted to the digital data 
facilitator from the second party subsequent to a communi 
cation sent to the second party from the digital data facili 
tator, a ?rst identi?er and a second identi?er being associ 
ated With the digital data, the ?rst identi?er being associated 
With the ?rst party, the second identi?er being associated 
With a telephone number of the second party; a communi 
cation device for sending the communication to the second 
party over the communication netWork; and a transaction 
facilitator adapted to monitor the digital data being trans 
mitted over the communication netWork. 

[0015] According to a still further aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a method for facilitating asynchronous 
transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst and second party 
over a communication netWork. The method comprises the 
steps of: transmitting the digital data over the communica 
tion netWork from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 
having a digital storage device, the digital data having an 
associated ?rst and second identi?er, the ?rst identi?er being 
associated With an electronic identi?er of the ?rst party, the 
second identi?er being associated With a telephone number 
of the second party; storing the digital data on the digital 
storage device; employing the digital data facilitator to 
identify the ?rst party and the second party; sending a 
communication to the second party over the communication 
netWork; revieWing a request transmitted from the second 
party to the digital data facilitator in response to the com 
munication sent to the second party; and transmitting the 
digital data to the second party in response to receiving the 
request from the second party. 

[0016] According to yet another aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a system for facilitating asynchronous 
transmission of digital data betWeen at least tWo parties over 
a communication netWork, comprising: a digital data facili 
tator having a digital storage device for storing the digital 
data transmitted over the communication netWork from a 
sender, a recipient identi?er and a sender identi?er being 
associated With the digital data, the digital data facilitator 
having the ability to transmit the digital data to a recipient, 
the recipient identi?er being associated With the recipient, 
the digital data facilitator having an associated facilitator 
identi?er associated With the digital data facilitator; and an 
identi?cation system for detecting the facilitator identi?er. 

[0017] According to a still further aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a method for facilitating asynchronous 
transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst and second party 
over a communication netWork. The method comprises the 
steps of: transmitting the digital data over the communica 
tion netWork from the ?rst party to a digital data facilitator 
having a digital storage device, a ?rst identi?er and a second 
identi?er being associated With the digital data, the second 
identi?er being associated With the second party, a facilitator 
identi?er being associated With the digital data facilitator; 
storing the digital data on the digital storage device; employ 
ing the digital data facilitator to identify the second party 
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associated With the transmitted digital data; transmitting the 
digital data to the second party, the digital data including the 
facilitator identi?er; employing an identi?cation system, 
located remotely from the digital data facilitator, to deter 
mine if the facilitator identi?er transmitted With the trans 
mitted digital data is associated With the digital data facili 
tator; and receiving the transmitted digital data if the 
facilitator identi?er transmitted With the transmitted digital 
data is determined to be associated With the digital data 
facilitator. 

[0018] According to a still yet another aspect of the 
invention, there is provided a system for generating an 
image bearing product, comprising: a digital data facilitator 
having a digital storage device for storing digital data 
transmitted from a ?rst party, the digital data facilitator 
having the ability to revieW a request for the image bearing 
product transmitted by the ?rst party With regard to the 
digital data, the digital data having an associated ?rst and 
second identi?er, the second identi?er being associated With 
a delivery address of the second party, the ?rst identi?er 
being associated With a telephone number of the ?rst party; 
a communication netWork for transmitting the digital data 
from the ?rst part to the digital data facilitator and for 
transmitting the digital data to a service provider for gen 
erating the image bearing product in accordance With the 
request; delivery means for delivering the image bearing 
product to the second party at the second party address; and 
a transaction facilitator for monitoring the transmission of 
the digital data and generation of the image bearing product 
and transmitting a bill to the telephone number of the ?rst 
party. 

[0019] According to a further aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a method for generating an image-bearing 
product. The method comprises the steps of: transmitting 
digital data over a communication netWork from the ?rst 
party to a digital data facilitator having a digital storage 
device, the digital data having an associated ?rst and second 
identi?er, the second identi?er being associated With a 
telephone number of the second party, the ?rst identi?er 
being associated With a telephone number of the ?rst party; 
storing the digital data on the digital storage device for a 
predetermined period of time; receiving a product request 
from the second party for the image bearing product after the 
elapse of the predetermined period of time; transmitting a 
data request to the ?rst party for the digital data; receiving 
the digital data in response to the data request; transmitting 
the digital data to a service provider to generate the image 
bearing product in accordance With the request; delivering 
the image bearing product to the second party at the second 
party address; and billing the telephone number of the ?rst 
party for the generation of the image bearing product. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] The foregoing and other objects, features, and 
advantages of the invention Will be apparent from the 
folloWing more particular description of the preferred 
embodiments of the invention, as illustrated in the accom 
panying draWings. 

[0021] FIG. 1 shoWs a system for facilitating asynchro 
nous transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst party and a 
second party over a communication netWork in accordance 
With a ?rst embodiment of the present invention. 
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[0022] FIG. 2 shows a How diagram of a method in 
accordance With the present invention employing the system 
of FIG. 1. 

[0023] 
[0024] FIG. 4 shoWs a system for facilitating asynchro 
nous transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst party and a 
second party over a communication netWork in accordance 
With a second embodiment of the present invention. 

[0025] FIG. 5 shoWs a How diagram of a method in 
accordance With the present invention employing the system 
of FIG. 4. 

[0026] FIG. 6 shoWs a system for facilitating asynchro 
nous transmission of digital data betWeen a ?rst party and a 
second party over a communication netWork in accordance 
With a third embodiment of the present invention. 

[0027] FIG. 7 shoWs a How diagram of a method in 
accordance With the present invention employing the system 
of FIG. 6. 

[0028] FIGS. 8 through 10 shoW systems for notifying a 
second party of the availability of digital data. 

[0029] FIG. 1 shoWs a system in accordance With a fourth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0030] FIG. 12 shoWs a How diagram of a method in 
accordance With the present invention employing the system 
of FIG. I1. 

[0031] FIG. 13 illustrates a particular embodiment of the 
present invention Wherein a digital camera is employed to 
transmit and receive the digital data. 

[0032] FIG. 14 shoWs an illustration of a typical digital 
camera. 

[0033] FIG. 15 shoWs a block diagram of the digital 
camera of FIG. 14. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a digital display device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0034] The folloWing is a detailed description of the 
preferred embodiments of the invention, reference being 
made to the draWings in Which the same reference numerals 
identify the same elements of structure in each of the several 
?gures. 
[0035] The present invention is directed to the asynchro 
nous transmission of digital data betWeen at least tWo parties 
over a communication netWork. By asynchronous it is meant 
that the transmission is not occurring at the same time. That 
is, that each operation is completed only after the preceding 
operation is completed. Accordingly, asynchronous does 
encompass such transmissions as email. In other Words, both 
the sender and receiver of a message need not be connected 
together at a particular point in time. 

[0036] The present invention is suited for the transmission 
of digital data Wherein the digital data de?nes a digital still 
image. HoWever, the present invention is not limited to the 
transmission of digital still images. The digital data trans 
mitted in accordance With the present invention can include 
video clips and sound. 

[0037] The present invention encompasses several 
embodiments. In a ?rst embodiment, a recipient of the 
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digital data places a request for the digital data. In a second 
embodiment, an automated service informs the recipient 
When the digital data is available for receipt. In a third 
embodiment, an automated service determines When the 
digital data is available for provides for automatic receipt of 
the digital data. In a fourth embodiment, an image-bearing 
product is produced. 

[0038] First Embodiment. A ?rst embodiment of the 
present invention relates to a system for facilitating asyn 
chronous transmission of digital data betWeen at least tWo 
parties over a communication netWork Wherein a recipient of 
the digital data transmits a request for the digital data. 

[0039] Referring to FIG. 1, there is shoWn a system 10 for 
facilitating asynchronous transmission of digital data 
betWeen a ?rst party (i.e., a sender) and a second party (i.e., 
a recipient) over a communication netWork. As Will be 
discussed, system 10 of the ?rst embodiment can, but does 
not require, the use of a computer or other processor. System 
10 includes a digital data facilitator 12 having a digital 
storage device 14 for storing the digital data 16 transmitted 
over a communication netWork 18 from a ?rst party (S) to 
digital data facilitator 12. Digital data facilitator 12 can be 
any device adapted to facilitate the transmission of digital 
data, including but not limited to a computer, a server, or a 
netWork of computers or servers. Digital data facilitator 12 
further comprises a transaction facilitator 19 for monitoring 
the transmission of digital data 16 to/from digital data 
facilitator 12, as Well as monitoring the length of storage of 
digital data 16 on storage device 14. Digital data facilitator 
12 is con?gured to revieW a request 20 transmitted from a 
second party. Associated With digital data 16 is a ?rst ID1 
and second ID2 identi?er. As Will become evident, second 
identi?er ID2 is associated With the second party. Second 
identi?er ID2 is also associated With a telephone number of 
the second party. First identi?er ID1 is associated With an 
electronic identi?er of the ?rst party. 

[0040] A diagram of a ?rst method employing system 10 
of FIG. 1 is shoWn in FIG. 2. The method relates to 
facilitating asynchronous transmission of digital data 
betWeen a ?rst and second party over a communication 
netWork. At step 100, digital data 16 is transmitted over 
communication netWork 18 from the ?rst party to digital 
data facilitator 12 having digital storage device 14. Digital 
data 16 is stored (such as in a data ?le) on digital storage 
device 14 (step 102). Request 20 is transmitted from the 
second party to digital data facilitator 12 (step 104). At step 
106, digital data facilitator 12 identi?es the ?rst party and 
the second party, and determines the absence or presence of 
digital data 16 stored on digital storage device 14 having the 
associated ?rst and second identi?er associated With the ?rst 
and second party, respectively (step 108). If digital data 16 
is present, the request is ful?lled (step 110). 

[0041] The method shoWn in FIG. 2 is noW more particu 
larly described With an example. In the particular eXample, 
a mother (i.e., the second party) lives in a location (e.g., 
Wisconsin) remote from Where her several groWn children 
(i.e., the ?rst party) live (e.g., California, NeW York, and 
Florida). Accordingly, the ?rst party is any one of the 
children, and the second party is the mother. The mother 
enjoys receiving images/photographs from her children. 

[0042] At least one of the children (ie the ?rst party) 
accesses at least one image in digital form (i.e., digital data 
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16) Which she desires to share With her mother. It is Well 
known that an image can be captured in a digital form using 
a digital image capture device, for example, a digital camera. 
Alternatively, a scanner or other device can be employed to 
convert a hard copy print of an image to digital form. Once 
accessed, the child transmits (step 100) the at least one 
image, in digital form, over communication netWork 18 to 
digital data facilitator 12. 

[0043] The child can transmit digital data 16 from devices 
knoWn to those skilled in the art. For eXample, the child can 
transmit digital data 16 from a computer, Whereby commu 
nication netWork 18 Would be the internet or the like. 
Alternatively, the child can transmit digital data 16 from a 
digital camera or other digital imaging device, Whereby 
communication netWork 18 can be a telephone line, Wireless 
communication, the internet, or the like. Communication 
netWork can be a loW band-Width communication system, 
for eXample, a standard voice netWork (POTS), a cellular 
phone or an ISDN netWork. 

[0044] Digital data 16 can comprise audio. That is, the 
device Which converts data to digital data 16 can include 
means, such as a microphone, to record audio information. 

[0045] It is recogniZed that the communication netWork 18 
transmitting digital data 16 to digital data facilitator 12 does 
not need to be the same communication netWork 18 trans 
mitting digital data 16 to the ?rst party. What communica 
tion netWork employed is dependent on the device being 
employed to transmit the communication. 

[0046] In transmitting the digital image, the child associ 
ates ?rst identi?er ID1 to digital data 16, Wherein ?rst 
identi?er ID1 is an electronic identi?er of the ?rst party, that 
is, associated With the child. An eXample of ?rst identi?er 
ID1 is a telephone number for the child, an email address for 
the child, an internet address, or the like. As such, ?rst 
identi?er ID1 can be employed to identify the originator of 
digital data 16. In transmitting the digital image, second 
identi?er ID2 is associated With digital data 16. Second 
identi?er ID2 is associated With the second party. More 
particularly, second identi?er ID2 is a telephone number for 
the mother. 

[0047] Once transmitted, at step 102 digital data 16 is 
stored on storage device 14 of digital data facilitator 12. 
Digital data facilitator 12 can be located at any location, 
local or remote from the ?rst or second party. 

[0048] The mother enjoys receiving images/photographs 
from her children. Accordingly, the mother transmits a 
request to digital data facilitator 12 to determine if there are 
any images from any one of her children. That is, request 20 
is transmitted indicating that the mother is interested in 
learning Whether any images have been transmitted to digital 
data facilitator 12 that are intended for the mother. 

[0049] Request 20 can be transmitted by the second party 
by means knoWn to those skilled in the art. For eXample, if 
the mother has a computer, the mother can transmit request 
20 employing the computer. Alternatively, other electronic 
devices can be employed, including, but not limited to a 
telephone, a PDA (personal digital assistant), Wireless com 
municator, or the like. Preferably, the mother transmits the 
request by telephone since one of the objects of the present 
invention is to provide a method of asynchronous transmis 
sion of digital data betWeen tWo parties Wherein the request 
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ing party is not employing a computer. As such, the mother 
could dial a predetermined sequence of numbers to transmit 
request 20, or the number or address of the digital data 
facilitator can be preprogrammed into her device. 

[0050] When transmitted, second identi?er ID2 associated 
With the second party is associated With request 20. Accord 
ingly, When request 20 is revieWed (step 104), digital data 
facilitator 12 is able to identify the mother as the requester. 

[0051] Digital data facilitator 12 accesses the plurality of 
digital data stored in storage device 14 to determine if 
storage device 14 includes any digital data having second 
identi?er ID2 associated to the digital data (step 108). That 
is, facilitator 12 determines if any of the stored digital data 
is intended for receipt by the mother. If no such digital data 
is found, the request is not ful?lled. If such digital data is 
found, digital data facilitator 12 accesses the stored digital 
data and identi?es the ?rst party Who transmitted the stored 
digital data by accessing ?rst identi?er ID1, and the request 
is ful?lled (step 110). 

[0052] In a preferred embodiment, the method shoWn in 
FIG. 2 further comprises the step of, prior to ful?lling the 
request (step 110), determining if the second party Will 
accept transmission of digital data 16 from digital data 
facilitator 12 to the second party. For eXample, on a par 
ticular day, the mother may only Wish to receive images 
from her youngest child because that particular day is the 
youngest child’s birthday. Accordingly, after determining 
the presence of stored digital data but prior to ful?lling 
request 20, the ?rst party’s identity (i.e., the identity asso 
ciated With the stored digital data Whose presence has been 
determined at step 108) can be provided to the mother to 
determine if she Will accept transmission of the stored digital 
data. For this eXample, if the ?rst party’s identity is that of 
her youngest child, the mother Would accept transmission. If 
the ?rst party’s identity is not that of her youngest child, the 
mother could postpone, delay, or refuse transmission. (Sys 
tem 10 could be con?gured to still alloW the mother to 
accept transmission.) Alternatively, When request 20 is trans 
mitted by the mother, request 20 can include information 
associated With the youngest child, such as ?rst identi?er 
ID1 associated With the youngest child. Whereby storage 
device 14 Would search for image data only having associ 
ated thereWith the transmitted ?rst identi?er ID1 (that is, the 
identi?er associated With the youngest child) and second 
identi?er ID2 associated With the mother. 

[0053] The method shoWn in FIG. 2 can further include 
the step of sending a notice to the ?rst party indicating 
successful transmission of digital data 16 to the second 
party. Alternatively, the notice can be delivered to the ?rst 
party the neXt time the ?rst party connects to the digital data 
facilitator. This step provides the ?rst party With a con?r 
mation. Such a con?rmation may be desired in particular 
situations When several attempts need to be made to transmit 
digital data 16 to the second party, or When folloW-up by 
means of a synchronous communications tool such as a 
telephone is desired after receipt of the transmission by the 
second party. 

[0054] Similarly, the method shoWn in FIG. 2 can further 
include the step of sending a message to digital data facili 
tator 12 indicating that display device 22 is not ready or able 
to receive digital data 16. Such a situation can occur if 
display device 22 does not have suf?cient memory or 
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capacity to receive the digital data or communication net 
Work 18 is unable to transmit digital data 16. 

[0055] Typically request 20 revieWed at step 104 is a 
request for the transmission of the digital data stored at step 
102. As such, facilitator 12 transmits digital data 16 to a 
digital display device of the second party over communica 
tion netWork 18. If the mother’s digital display device is 
con?gured as a computer, the mother can direct the trans 
mission of digital data 16 to her computer Whereby the 
images can be vieWed. Alternatively, if the mother does not 
have a digital display device con?gured as a computer, the 
mother can direct the transmission of the images by means 
of her telephone line to another digital display device 
disposed at the mother’s location. 

[0056] Request 20 can be a request other than a request for 
transmission of digital image data. For eXample, audio ?les 
or teXt ?les converted from audio can be sent. Also, the 
digital image data can comprise video images. 

[0057] Referring to FIG. 3, there is shoWn as exemplary 
digital display device 22 including a non-image area 24 
(shoWn in FIG. 3 as a frame 24) and an image area 26 
adapted to display at least one digital image. A preferred 
digital display device 22 comprises a memory device 
adapted to store a plurality of images, Whereby the plurality 
of images can be accessed, vieWed, and/or stored. It is 
recogniZed that the number of images Which can be stored 
on the display device is dependent on the resolution of the 
image transmitted and the memory device. Display device 
22 can include one or more selection members/buttons 28 
for providing instructions or operating various modes of 
display device 22. For eXample, selection member can 
include an ON/OFF mode. Further, selection member 28 can 
initiate a “slide shoW”, that is, a continuous vieWing of the 
images transmitted-to display device 22. Still further, selec 
tion menu can operate a menu vieWable on image area 26 

listing the various modes of operation for display device 22. 
As such, it may be preferred to have image area 26 of display 
device 22 con?gured as a touchscreen. Yet further, selection 
member 28 might be a “check noW” button Which automati 
cally initiates the transmission of request 20. That is, con 
nection to digital data facilitator 12 is accomplished by 
pressing a button. Other selection members or modes may be 
knoWn to those skilled in the art. 

[0058] Fee Based. There might be a fee or cost associated 
With the method of the present invention. For eXample, there 
might be a fee associated With (1) use of communication 
netWork 18 to transmit digital data 16 to digital data facili 
tator 12 (step 100); (2) storage of digital data 16 on storage 
device 14 (step 102); (3) use of communication netWork 18 
to transmit request 20; and/or (4) use of communication 
netWork to transmit digital data 16 from storage device 14 to 
the second party (step 110). 

[0059] Therefore, digital data facilitator 12 includes trans 
action facilitator 19 for monitoring the transmission of 
digital data 16 to/from digital data facilitator 12, as Well as 
monitoring the length of storage of digital data 16 on storage 
device 14. That is, transaction facilitator 19 is adapted to 
monitor the transmission of the digital data for a purpose of 
determining a transaction fee, Which fees can be associated 
With the transmission and/or storage of digital data 16. 
Transaction facilitator 19 can include a billing application to 
prepare a billing statement. For eXample, the second party 
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might arrange to pay all associated fees in order to receive 
images from the ?rst party (e.g., a mother Wanting to see 
photos from her only child aWay at college). Alternatively, 
the ?rst party might arrange to pay all associated fees in 
order to send image to the second party (e.g., a child Wanting 
to send photos to his mother located in a senior retirement 
center located in a Warm climate). Still further, the fees could 
be divided by some arrangement betWeen the ?rst and 
second party. The fees collected could be divided by a 
predetermined arrangement betWeen a telecommunication 
provider providing communication netWork 18 and a service 
provider providing the service of digital data facilitator 12. 
Fees could also be charged for storage of digital data 16 on 
storage device 14. For eXample, either party can request that 
the digital data be available for a predetermined length of 
time to ensure that the second party receives the digital data. 

[0060] This fee-based arrangement of system 10 is suit 
able for both the frequent and infrequent user since the user 
pays only for the services used. The cost to the users is 
minimiZed. The infrequent user bene?ts from this arrange 
ment since no monthly fee is charged. The party can be 
billed using an eXisting telephone account. By such a billing 
arrangement, the providers (telecommunication provider 
and/or service provider) can obtain the fees in a routine 
manner and in a reasonable timeframe. 

[0061] Second Embodiment. In a second embodiment of 
the present invention, an automated service informs the 
second party When digital data is available for receipt. 
Accordingly, referring to FIG. 4, system 10 further includes 
a communication device 30 for sending a communication 32 
to the second party over communication netWork 18. That is, 
communication 32 is sent to the second party When digital 
data intended for the second party is received by digital data 
facilitator 12. 

[0062] A diagram of a second method employing system 
10 of FIG. 4 is shoWn in FIG. 5. The method relates to 
facilitating asynchronous transmission of digital data 
betWeen a ?rst and second party over a communication 
netWork. At step 200, digital data 16 is transmitted over 
communication netWork 18 from the ?rst party to digital 
data facilitator 12 having digital storage device 14. Digital 
data 16 has associated thereWith ?rst identi?er ID1 associ 
ated With an electronic identi?er of the ?rst party, and 
second identi?er ID2 associated With a telephone number of 
the second party. At step 202, digital data 16 is stored on 
digital storage device 14. Then, digital data facilitator 12 is 
employed to identify the ?rst party and the second party. 
Once the second party is identi?ed, communication 32 is to 
the second party over communication netWork 18 (step 206) 
by means of communication device 30. Communication 32 
can occur at prede?ned times that are acceptable to the 
second party as determined by a setup routine run on display 
device 22, or by means of parameters included in the data 
provided by the ?rst party. In a preferred embodiment, the 
?rst party is identi?ed in communication 32 so that the 
second party can determine Whether to receive image data 
16. If the second party desires to receive image data 16, the 
second party sends request 20. At step 208, request 20, 
transmitted from the second party to the digital data facili 
tator in response to communication 32, is revieWed. At step 
210, digital data 16 is transmitted to the second party in 
response to receiving request 20 from the second party. If the 
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second party is unable to receive the data at the time of initial 
contact, transmission may be delayed to another time. 

[0063] The communication sent to the second party may 
take many forms. In one embodiment, the second party 
receives a voice message via the telephone. This voice 
message informs the second party that there is data Waiting, 
and describes the sender. This description may be the ID of 
the ?rst party, the name of the ?rst party or a playback of a 
recorded voice message by the ?rst party. For example, the 
second party can hear the message, “If you Would like to 
receive images from 585-555-8243, press 5 and hang up”. In 
another example, the second party can hear the message, “If 
you Would like to receive images from the party Who has left 
the folloWing message, press 5 and hang up” Whereafter the 
folloWing message is delivered, “Hi Grandma, here is a 
picture of my neW bike.” 

[0064] In accordance With the present invention, an auto 
mated service determines When the digital data is available 
for receipt and the second party automatically receives the 
digital data if sent from digital data facilitator 12. More 
particularly, if the second party is receiving digital data 16 
by means of a telephone line, the second party’s telephone 
line can be con?gured, using an identi?cation system, to 
automatically receive digital data 16 if digital data facilitator 
12 is the caller. Such an identi?cation system can be the 
telephonic system generally referred to as “caller-id”. 
Caller-id is Well knoWn in the telecommunication industry, 
and can be employed here to determine When digital data 
facilitator 12 is the caller. As such, the second party auto 
matically receives digital data 16 from digital data facilita 
tor. In a preferred embodiment, the second party con?gures 
the receiving device With caller-id to receive digital data 16 
only from selected senders. That is, the second party pre 
identi?es the parties from Whom he/she Will receive digital 
data. This “prescreening” of the senders of the digital data 
ensures that the second party is not “spammed” by 
unWanted/unsolicited digital data from unknoWn third par 
ties. 

[0065] Third Embodiment. In a third embodiment, refer 
ring noW to FIG. 6, system 10 further comprises an iden 
ti?cation system 34 for verifying the sender (i.e., the ?rst 
party) of the digital data. Identi?cation system 34 can verify 
that the sender is digital data facilitator 12. If the second 
party is receiving digital data 16 by means of a telephone 
line, then identi?cation system 34 can be a callerid system. 

[0066] The identi?cation system can be located proximate 
the digital data facilitator. For example, if digital data 
facilitator 12 and identi?cation system 34 are both provided/ 
operated by the same communications company, they may 
be disposed at the same location. Alternatively, identi?cation 
system 34 can be disposed remotely from digital data 
facilitator 12. For example, the second party may have an 
in-home device, Which serves as an identi?cation system. 
Such an inhome device might be a component of the second 
party’s telephone or telephone ansWering machine. 

[0067] More particularly, system 10 shoWn in FIG. 6 
includes digital data facilitator 12 having digital storage 
device 14. A?rst and second identi?er is associated With the 
digital data. The second identi?er is associated With the 
second party (the recipient). Digital data facilitator 12 
includes an associated facilitator identi?er 36 associated 
With digital data facilitator 12. In a preferred embodiment, 

Jun. 24, 2004 

facilitator identi?er 36 is a telephone number. System 10 
further includes identi?cation system 34, Which as indicated 
above, can be proximate or remote from digital data facili 
tator 12, for detecting facilitator identi?er 26. Transaction 
facilitator 19 can be employed to monitor digital data 16 
being transmitted over the communication netWork betWeen 
the parties. 

[0068] It is recogniZed that for this particular embodiment 
employing a caller-id, that caller-id may not be able to 
recogniZe an email address. That is, for this particular 
embodiment, if the identi?cation of the ?rst party is an email 
address, this embodiment might not prevent the transmission 
of undesired digital data. 

[0069] A diagram of a third method employing system 10 
of FIG. 6 is shoWn in FIG. 7. At step 300, digital data 16 
is transmitted over communication netWork 18 from the ?rst 
party to digital data facilitator 12 having digital storage 
device 14. First identi?er ID1 and second identi?er ID2 are 
associated With digital data 16, With second identi?er ID2 
being associated With the second party. In addition, facili 
tator identi?er 36 is associated With digital data facilitator 
12. In a preferred embodiment, facilitator 36 is a telephone 
number associated With digital data facilitator 12. At step 
302, digital data 16 is stored on digital storage device 14. 
Then, digital data facilitator 12 is employed to identify the 
second party associated With the transmitted digital data 
(step 304). At step 306, digital data 16 is transmitted to the 
second party, With the transmitted digital data including 
facilitator identi?er 36. At step 308, identi?cation system 34, 
located remotely from digital data facilitator 12, is employed 
to determine if facilitator identi?er 36 transmitted With the 
transmitted digital data is correctly associated With digital 
data facilitator 12. If correctly associated, the transmitted 
digital data is received by the second party (step 310). 

[0070] In a preferred embodiment, to reduce/eliminate the 
second party’s receipt of unsolicited digital data, identi?ca 
tion system 34 is pre-programmed With a list of ?rst parties 
(i.e., ?rst identi?ers) from Which the second party Will 
accept receipt of digital data. Such a pre-programming can 
be accomplished by manually inputting telephone numbers 
into identi?cation system 34. This adds a level of security to 
the system. 

[0071] With the automatic transmission of digital data 16, 
a noti?cation or indicator 38 can be provided to the second 
party to provide notice that digital data has been received. 
Such an indicator can be a visual indicator displayed on 
image area 26 of display device 22. FIG. 8 shoWs one 
example of a visual indicator 38 Wherein a message of 
“YOU HAVE PICTURES!” is displayed When digital data is 
transmitted. Another example of a visual indicator is a 
button on the frame Which lights up or ?ashes When digital 
data is transmitted. 

[0072] Alternatively, indicator 38 can be an audio indica 
tor, for example, referring to FIG. 9, an audio message of 
“YOU HAVE PICTURES” emanates from display device 
22. Still further, rather than hearing a dial tone from the 
telephone When the telephone receiver is picked up, a 
message of “YOU HAVE PICTURES” can be heard. 

[0073] In a particular arrangement, caller ID means may 
be employed at digital data facilitator 12 to ensure receipt of 
data by only speci?ed parties. Digital data facilitator 12 can 


















