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ABSTRACT 

The invention is an eye viewing device having a module 
holder formed at an observer end thereof. Replaceably 
received in the holder is a viewing module. The vieWing 
module may comprise eyepiece optics, image signal gener 
ating elements, or combined eyepiece and image signal 
generating elements. 
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EYE VIEWING DEVICE COMPRISING EYEPIECE 
AND VIDEO CAPTURE OPTICS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application is a continuation of US. 
application Ser. No. 09/862,636, entitled, “Eye Viewing 
Device Comprising Eyepiece And Video Capture Optics, 
?led May 22, 2001, Which is a Continuation-in-part of 
application Ser. No. 09/783,481 entitled, “Eye Viewing 
Device for Retinal VieWing Through Undilated Pupil,” ?led 
Feb. 14, 2001, Which is a Continuation-in-part of application 
Ser. No. 09/444,161, entitled, “Eye VieWing Device for 
Retinal VieWing Through Undilated Pupil,” ?led Nov. 22, 
1999, now US. Pat. No. 6,409,341, Which is a Continuation 
in-part of application Ser. No. 09/198,545, entitled, “Oph 
thalmoscope Comprising Defocused Light Source,” ?led 
Nov. 24, 1998, Which issued May 23, 2000 as US. Pat. No. 
6,065,837. The aforementioned US. application Ser. No. 
09/862,636 claimed the priority of Provisional Application 
No. 60/206,356, ?led May 23, 2000. All of the above 
applications are incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates generally to medical diag 
nostic instruments, and speci?cally to an eye vieWing device 
for use in retinal vieWing. 

[0004] 2. Background of the Prior Art 

[0005] Commercially available eye vieWing devices for 
use in retinal vieWing have been observed to exhibit numer 
ous limitations. 

[0006] According to an indirect ophthalmoscope design, a 
beam splitter is provided in the optical vieWing path Which 
directs illumination light rays into an eye, and simulta 
neously alloWs receive imaging light rays to pass there 
through. The substantial light losses inherent With this 
design require that a large, high poWered light source be 
incorporated in the device for the device to satisfactorily 
illuminate a retina. High poWered light sources, in general, 
are dif?cult to package, consume excessive amounts of 
electrical input poWer, and produce large amounts of heat 
and unWanted light such as glare. High poWered light 
sources also have large ?laments, typically larger than the 
diameter of an undilated pupil. This makes indirect ophthal 
moscopes especially susceptible to glare problems attribut 
able to incident light rays being re?ected from outer eye 
structures such as the iris, cornea and sclera. 

[0007] Cameras for use in retinal vieWing, such as fundus 
cameras, provide high quality imaging. HoWever, retinal 
vieWing cameras, in general, are expensive, typically require 
pupil dilation for retinal vieWing, and typically require 
operation by a highly skilled and trained camera operator 
and these cameras are also large, bulky, and consume 
excessive space. Because present retinal vieWing cameras 
are ?xed position cameras, they require that a patient move 
into a certain position relative to the camera for an operative 
position to be achieved. 

[0008] There is a need for a compact, loWer input poWer 
eye hand-held vieWing device Which provides appropriate 
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retinal illumination, Which facilitates Wide ?eld retinal vieW 
ing Without requiring pupil dilation, and Which can be 
adapted for use in capturing images corresponding to eye 
structures. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] According to its major aspects and broadly stated, 
the present invention is a loW input poWer, loW cost eye 
vieWing device for use in vieWing a retina. 

[0010] In one aspect of the invention, the illumination and 
imaging assemblies of the invention are at least partially 
disposed in a housing, and formed at an observer end of the 
housing is a holder Which replaceably receives a vieWing 
module. The vieWing module replaceably received by the 
eyepiece optics elements holder of the housing may com 
prise eyepiece optics, image signal generating elements, or 
combined eyepiece optics and image signal generating ele 
ments. 

[0011] In one aspect, an eye vieWing device according to 
the invention includes a converging light illumination sys 
tem adapted to generate light rays Which, When the device is 
in an operative position, converge at about a pupil of a 
patient and diverge inside an eye to illuminate a Wide retinal 
?eld. The converging light illumination system provides 
illumination of a Wide retinal ?eld through a small pupil 
Which may be in an undilated state. The converging light 
illumination system also reduces electrical input poWer 
consumption and reduces glare, as substantially all light 
delivered by the illumination system enters an eye through 
a patient’s pupil Without being re?ected from an eye struc 
ture outside of a pupil opening such as the iris and sclera. 

[0012] In another aspect, an eye vieWing device of the 
invention includes a vieWing system having an aperture stop 
positioned substantially conjugate to a patient’s pupil and 
substantially coaxial With an imaging axis of the vieWing 
system. An aperture stop positioned substantially conjugate 
to a patient’s pupil and substantially coaxial With an imaging 
axis operates to admit light that forms a retinal image and to 
block light that does not form the retinal image. The aperture 
stop operates to block unWanted light both When the device 
is positioned forWard of an operative position and When the 
device is in an operative position. The aperture stop thereby 
reduces glare and improves image quality both during entry 
of the device into an eye (When the device is being maneu 
vered into an operative position) and during retinal vieWing 
(When the device is in an operative position). 

[0013] The eye vieWing device is made especially Well 
suited for retinal vieWing through an undilated eye by siZing 
the aperture of the aperture stop in accordance With the 
diameter of a pupil of an undilated eye. By siZing the 
aperture in accordance With the diameter of an undilated 
pupil, the aperture stop operates to block substantially all 
light re?ected from eye structures outside the diameter of a 
pupil (such as the iris and sclera). 

[0014] The above optical elements Working in combina 
tion provide for Wide ?eld retinal vieWing Without pupil 
dilation. 

[0015] These and other features of the invention Will 
become clear to those skilled in the art from a careful 
reading of the Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodi 
ments in connection With the referenced draWings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] The preferred embodiment of the invention Will 
noW be described by Way of example only, With reference to 
the accompanying ?gures Wherein the elements bear like 
reference numerals, and Wherein: 

[0017] FIG. 1A is a functional schematic diagram of an 
eye vieWing device of the invention shoWing illumination 
light rays for illustrating operation of an illumination system 
according to the invention; 

[0018] FIG. 1B is a functional schematic diagram of an 
eye vieWing device of the invention shoWing receive optical 
light rays Which illustrate operation of the device’s imaging 
system; 

[0019] FIG. 1C is a functional schematic diagram of an 
eye vieWing device of the invention shoWing incident illu 
mination light rays When the device is at a distance aWay 
from an operative position; 

[0020] FIG. 1D is a functional schematic diagram of the 
eye vieWing device of FIG. 1C shoWing receive optical light 
rays When the device is at a distance aWay from an operative 
position; 
[0021] FIG. 1E is a functional diagram of an eye vieWing 
device of the invention shoWing incident light rays re?ected 
from an objective lens; 

[0022] FIG. 2A is a functional schematic diagram shoW 
ing incident light rays of an illumination system Which may 
be incorporated in the invention; 

[0023] FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram illustrating a 
speci?c embodiment of the invention; 

[0024] FIG. 2C is an exploded vieW of a section of the 
speci?c embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2A. 

[0025] FIG. 3A is a functional schematic diagram of an 
embodiment of the invention shoWing light rays from an 
on-axis object illustrating operation of an embodiment of an 
imaging system according to the invention having a defo 
cused mirror; 

[0026] FIG. 3B is a functional schematic diagram of an 
embodiment of the invention shoWing light rays from an 
off-axis object illustrating operation of an imaging system 
according to the invention having a defocused mirror; 

[0027] FIG. 3C is a functional schematic diagram of an 
embodiment of the invention shoWing illumination light 
rays Which illustrate operation of an illumination system 
having an on-axis light source; 

[0028] FIG. 4 is a functional schematic diagram of 
another embodiment of the invention having a defocused 
light source; 

[0029] FIG. 5 is functional schematic diagram of the 
invention con?gured for binocular vieWing; 

[0030] FIGS. 6A-6K are physical schematic diagrams 
illustrating various features Which may be incorporated in 
certain speci?c embodiments of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0031] An exemplary embodiment of an eye vieWing 
device according to the invention is described With reference 
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to FIGS. 1A-1E. Eye vieWing device 10 includes an illumi 
nation system, the operation of Which is described mainly 
With reference to FIG. 1A, and an imaging system, the 
operation of Which is described mainly With reference to 
FIG. 1B. 

[0032] The device of FIGS. 1A-1E is especially Well 
suited for use in vieWing a retina through an undilated pupil. 
Small diameter undilated pupils present numerous chal 
lenges to vieWing retinal images. Small diameter undilated 
pupils tend to inhibit the transmission of both incident light 
directed toWard a retina and re?ected light corresponding to 
a retinal image. Furthermore, light that is directed into a 
pupil and that is blocked from entry into a pupil by highly 
re?ective surfaces of outer eye structures such as the iris and 
sclera tends to be re?ected into a vieWing system as glare. 
As Will be explained herein beloW, the device of FIGS. 
1A-1E includes features Which operate in combination to 
overcome the numerous challenges to vieWing a retinal 
image through an undilated pupil. In one aspect, the device 
of FIGS. 1A-1E includes the combination of a converging 
light source illumination system and an aperture stop. The 
converging light source illumination system operates to 
direct a substantial amount of light through a small diameter 
opening While the aperture stop operates to block glare 
attributable to light rays being re?ected from outer eye 
structures. 

[0033] As best seen by FIG. 1A, the illumination system 
operates to generate illumination light rays Which converge 
at an apex 34 and diverge thereafter. An eye vieWing device 
having a converging light ray illumination system is posi 
tioned in an operative position relative to a patient When 
substantially a maximum amount of incident light enters eye 
11 through pupil 12. In the device of FIGS. 1A-1E, an 
operative position is achieved When apex 34 of the cone of 
light generated by the illumination system is positioned at 
about a pupil 12 of a patient. With a converging light ray 
illumination system, a substantial amount of illumination 
light enters a small diametered pupil and at the same time 
illuminates a Wide retinal ?eld. A converging light ray 
illumination system can be provided by the combination of 
a light source 14 and objective lens 16 positioned forWard of 
the light source 14 for converging light rays emanating from 
source 14. With a converging light source illumination 
system, a much higher percentage of incident light rays enter 
pupil 12 to illuminate retina 19 than are re?ected off outer 
eye structures 17 and 21. Because there is little Wasted 
incident light, a converging light ray illumination system 
reduces the electrical input poWer consumption of the illu 
mination system. Because a relatively smaller amount of 
incident light re?ects off outer eye structures such as iris 17 
and sclera 21, there is less unWanted light received by the 
imaging system. 

[0034] Light source 14 can be a light generating light 
source, such as a ?lament-based lamp, an arc lamp, a ?ber 
optic light source or a solid state light source. HoWever, With 
presently available technology, light generating light sources 
are sufficiently large that they introduce packaging prob 
lems. Therefore, a preferred light source for the eye vieWing 
device is the light source described With reference to FIG. 
2A. In the embodiment of FIG. 2A, light source 14 is 
provided by a re?ective element such as a mirror, Which 
operates in association With a light-generating light source 
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18, such as a lamp, and a condenser lens 20 Which converges 
light from light source 18 onto mirror 14. 

[0035] Aspects of the imaging system of the device Will 
noW be described With reference mainly to FIG. 1B. The 
imaging system of the device includes objective lens 16, 
imaging lens 22, and an eyepiece lens 24. A retinal image 
focal plane 26 is produced intermediate objective lens 16 
and imaging lens 22, While an eyepiece focal plane 28 is 
produced intermediate imaging lens 22 and eyepiece lens 
24. The imaging system further includes an imaging axis 30 
on Which lenses 16, 22, and 24 are substantially centered. In 
all references herein, the term “lens” can refer to a single 
optical element or a plurality of optical elements functioning 
together, While an operative position has been de?ned herein 
as the position at Which substantially a maximum amount of 
incident light rays enter eye 11 through pupil 12. An 
operative position can also be de?ned as the position at 
Which a patient’s pupil is conjugate to aperture stop 32. 

[0036] The retinal image light rays crossing retinal focal 
plane 26 consist of light rays that enter eye 11 through pupil 
12 and Which are re?ected from retina 19 through pupil 12. 
Since small undilated pupils tend to inhibit the transmission 
of both incident light into an eye and re?ected retinal image 
light out of the eye, retinal images vieWed through undilated 
pupils are readily obscured by glare (Which is especially 
prevalent When retinas are vieWed through undilated pupils 
since incident light is more likely to be re?ected from highly 
re?ective outer eye structures). In addition to glare attrib 
utable to light being re?ected from outer eye structures, 
retinal images can be obscured by glare attributable to other 
sources such as light that is re?ected from a patient’s cornea 
(corneal glare) and light that is re?ected from a component 
of the eye vieWing device such as a lens of the device 
(internal glare). 
[0037] To the end that the device is Well adapted for 
vieWing retinal images through an undilated pupil, device 10 
preferably includes features Which operate to reduce such 
glare, and in so doing reduce the percentage of received light 
rays not corresponding to a retinal image relative to the 
percentage of received light rays corresponding to a retinal 
image. 

[0038] One feature Which operates to reduce the percent 
age of light rays not corresponding to the retinal image is the 
feature of converging light illumination, described above. In 
a converging light illumination system, a relatively high 
percentage of light enters eye 11 through pupil 12, and a 
relatively loW percentage of light is re?ected from outer eye 
structures 17 and 21 as seen in FIG. 1A. Other features 
Which may be incorporated to increase the percentage of 
retinal image forming received light relative to unWanted 
light are described hereinbeloW. 

[0039] In the device of FIG. 1B, an aperture stop 32 is 
positioned forWard of imaging lens 22 to block unWanted 
light. Aperture stop 32 should be positioned substantially 
coaxially With imaging axis 30 and substantially conjugate 
to a patient’s pupil 12 When in an operative position in 
relation to device 10. Positioning of aperture stop 32 sub 
stantially coaxial With imaging axis 30 encourages substan 
tially a maximum amount of useful receive imaging light to 
be admitted through imaging lens 22 Without also admitting 
glare light that originates radially outside the patient’s pupil 
12. By positioning aperture stop 32 so that it is substantially 
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conjugate to a pupil, aperture stop 32 operates to block light 
re?ected from outer eye structures 17 and 21. Because the 
apex 34 of the cone of light generated by illumination 
system is substantially conjugate to a patient’s pupil for 
positioning the device in an operative position, and because 
the preferred position of aperture stop is also one that is 
conjugate to the pupil, then the preferred position of aperture 
stop 32 in a device made in accordance With FIGS. 1A-1E 
can be described as one that is substantially conjugate to the 
apex of the cone of light generated by the illumination 
system. 

[0040] For optimal blocking of unWanted received light, 
aperture 33 of aperture stop 32 should be siZed in accordance 
With the diameter of the pupil through Which a retina is 
vieWed. The diameter of an undilated pupil is about 2 mm. 
Accordingly, for optimally con?guring device 10 for vieW 
ing a retina through an undilated pupil, aperture 33 should 
be siZed to correspond to a patient pupil diameter of about 
2 mm. The resulting diameter of aperture 33 is determined 
by multiplying the pupil diameter by the magni?cation of 
the pupil in the plane of the aperture stop 32. This same 
principle can be applied to optimiZe the instrument design 
for other pupil siZes, larger and smaller. 

[0041] In addition to reducing glare and improving image 
quality When device 10 is in an operative position, aperture 
stop 32 reduces glare and improves image quality prior to 
the device being moved into an operative position. FIGS. 
1C and 1D illustrate illumination light rays exiting the 
device and re?ecting off the eye as they are received in a 
vieWing system of device 10 during entry of the device into 
an eye (during the process of moving the device into an 
operative position). FIG. 1C illustrates incident light rays 
generated by device 10 When the device is at a distance aWay 
from an operative position, While FIG. 1D illustrates 
received re?ected light rays of a device positioned at the 
same distance aWay from an operative position as is shoWn 
in FIG. 1C. It is seen that When the device is aWay from an 
operative position, then light rays generated by the illumi 
nation system strike eye 11 in a diverged state (apex 34 of 
the cone of light is positioned forWard of pupil 12). Thus, a 
relatively small percentage of incident rays enter an eye 
through pupil 12 and a relatively high percentage light rays 
are re?ected from the highly re?ective outer surfaces of eye 
structures such as iris 17 and sclera 21. Light rays re?ected 
from outer eye structures 17 and 21 tend to be re?ected at an 
angle With respect to imaging axis 30. The curved surface of 
eye 11 assures that re?ected light rays are re?ected at an 
angle With respect to axis 30. When device 10 is a substantial 
distance aWay from an operative position many light rays 
re?ected from eye 11 during entry of the device are re?ected 
out of the vieWing system entirely as is indicated by rays 36. 
The majority of light rays that are received in the vieWing 
system are blocked by aperture stop 32 as is indicated by 
rays 36. Only a small percentage of light rays such as rays 
37 pass through aperture 33. Light rays that pass through 
aperture 33 consist of rays that originated as incident light 
rays directed substantially along axis 30 and that passed 
through pupil 12 to retina 19. Thus, during entry of device 
10 into eye 11, it can be seen that aperture stop 32 tends to 
block unWanted light and to pass light corresponding to a 
retinal image. 

[0042] It Will be seen that Without aperture stop 32, a 
substantial majority of light rays transmitted to eyepiece 
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focal plane 28 during entry Would be light rays re?ected 
from outer eye structures 17 and 21. Thus, the image 
received at eyepiece focal plane 28 Would be heavily 
obscured by glare. With aperture stop 32 the substantial 
majority of light rays received at eyepiece focal plane 
correspond to retina 19. During entry into the eye, the user 
Will see a small ?eld image of the retina, knoWn as the “red 
re?ex” Which helps an operator move the device into an 
operative position Without signi?cant glare. By maintaining 
the retinal image spot near the center of eyepiece focal plane 
28 and moving the device toWard an eye 11, an operative 
position can easily be achieved. 

[0043] Additional glare or unWanted light reducing fea 
tures may be incorporated in the device. As is shoWn in 
FIGS. 1A-1E, light source 14 may be positioned just for 
Ward of aperture stop 32 outside of the boundary betWeen 
received and blocked light and off-axis With respect to 
imaging axis 30 of device 10. Positioning light source 
forWard of aperture stop 32, outside of the boundary 
betWeen received and blocked light de?ned by aperture 33, 
assures that light source 14 has no obscuring effect on the 
vieWed image and assures maximum image brightness in the 
user’s eye. Positioning light source 14 off-axis also reduces 
both internal and corneal glare. By positioning light source 
off-axis, incident light that is re?ected off of lens 16 or off 
of cornea 15 is directed at an angle With respect to axis 30 
and, therefore, aWay from the optical receive path. 

[0044] Glare may be further reduced by shaping the ?rst 
surface 23 of objective lens 16 so that ?rst surface 23 is 
curved and substantially concentric With the center of aper 
ture 33 as seen by the embodiment of FIG. 1E. This assures 
that light that is re?ected from surface 23 is re?ected to a 
point equal to and opposite light source 14 With respect to 
imaging axis 30. If light source 14 is positioned outside of 
the boundary dividing blocked and received light de?ned by 
aperture 33, the concentric curved ?rst surface 23 assures 
that internal glare resulting from light being re?ected from 
surface 23 is blocked by aperture stop 32. 

[0045] In addition to the above features reducing 
unWanted received light, glare can be reduced by disposing 
linear polariZers in the imaging and illumination paths in a 
crossed con?guration. 

[0046] A speci?c embodiment of an eye vieWing device 
described generally With reference to FIGS. 1A-2A is 
described With reference to the physical layout diagram of 
FIG. 2B. This embodiment is advantageous compared to 
that in FIG. 2A because feWer number of lenses are used and 
because the non-eyepiece lenses are made from inexpensive 
molded plastic. The surfaces of the various elements of the 
illumination system of the eye vieWing device of FIG. 2B 
are numbered surfaces 100 through 113. The elements 
containing these surfaces are brie?y described hereinbeloW. 

[0047] Referring to elements of the embodiment of FIG. 
2B in greater detail, lamp ?lament 102 provides the source 
of illumination for the illumination system. In the embodi 
ment of FIG. 2B, light source 102 preferably comprises a 
?lament having a length of about 0.025 to 0.030 inches, a 
diameter of betWeen about 0.0123 and 0.0136 inches, a 
number of turns of betWeen 6.5 to 7.5, and a poWer rating of 
betWeen approximately 3.25 and 3.33 Watts. Lamp ?lament 
102 is preferably oriented horiZontally and rotated about 
90.degree. from the vieWing axis. 
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[0048] Device 10 may have an aperture WindoW 104 that 
lies in plane X. In the case that device 10 includes an 
aperture WindoW that lies in plane X, the aperture WindoW 
should be formed at a position that is conjugate to a patient’s 
retina. A smaller aperture provides easier vieW of a patient’s 
retina through small pupils and cataracts. A larger aperture 
may be used for dilated pupils and for general examination 
of the central and peripheral retina. 

[0049] Device 10 further includes an aperture Wheel 106 
comprising a plurality of optical elements Which may be 
rotated into a position forWard of ?lament 102 in the 
illumination optical path. Aperture Wheel 106, for example, 
may carry an apertured glass 108. Apertured glass 108 may 
comprise plate glass having a lithography-formed slit or a 
machined slit in a metal substrate. The slit is helpful in 
determining various levels of retinal lesions, particularly 
tumors and edematous optic discs. 

[0050] Apertured glass 108 may further comprise light 
?ltering material. Preferably, apertured glass 108 ?lters red 
light and blue light. The red-free ?lter excludes red retinal 
rays for easy identi?cation of veins, arteries, and nerve 
?bers. The blue ?lter is used in conjunction With fourescein 
drops applied to the eye to detect corneal abrasions and other 
anterior and posterior segment lesions. Spacing apertured 
glass 108 a distance aWay from plane X minimiZes the 
imaging of surface imperfections onto a retina. The illumi 
nation system shoWn in FIG. 2B further includes Wide band 
hot mirror 110 Which limits infrared and UV energy from 
entering a patient’s eye. 

[0051] Referring to further components of the illumination 
system of FIG. 2B, the illumination system includes con 
denser lens 20, Which as described previously collects light 
from ?lament 102 and operates in combination With objec 
tive lens 16 to project an image of ?lament 102 onto or near 
a patient’s cornea. 

[0052] The illumination system shoWn in FIG. 2B further 
includes linear polariZer 112. As Will be described further 
herein, linear polariZer 112 operates in combination With 
linear polariZer 202 of the imaging system to reduce corneal 
glare and glare that originates from the objective lens. 

[0053] In the speci?c embodiment of the invention shoWn 
in FIG. 2B light source 14 is re?ected by mirror 114. The 
magni?cation of ?lament 102 onto mirror 114 is about 1.5 
in the embodiment shoWn. Mirror 114 is mounted at an 
angle, a, of 3.8 degrees from imaging axis 30 relative to 
objective lens 16. The orientation of the ?lament matches 
the geometric shape of the mirror, thus minimiZing the 
mirror siZe. 

[0054] Objective lens 16 operates in combination With 
condenser lens 20 to project an image of ?lament 102 onto 
a patient’s cornea 15. Objective lens 16 and cornea 15 also 
form part of the imaging system. 

[0055] Referring noW to elements of the imaging system, 
retinal image light rays pass through cornea 15 in a colli 
mated formation. Objective lens 16 focuses the parallel light 
from the patient’s eye to a retinal image focal plane 26 
betWeen the objective lens and aperture stop 32, FIG. 2C. 

[0056] Aperture stop 32 operates to block light that origi 
nates outside a 2 mm diameter circle located about 25 mm 




















