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(57) ABSTRACT 
(76) Inventor: Charles P‘ Forrest SR" Stapleton’ AL A pad is designed to be easily attachable about the lower 

(Us) portion of a football goal post by virtue of a longitudinal 
_ split extending throughout its entire length alloWing the pad 

liorjeAsgoélgigélgiidress' to be ?exed apart at the split to be installed over the goal 
P'O BOX 444 post. The pad has internal padding that may consist of 
Nim'mt Vernon V A 22121 (Us) closed-cell foam or any ?exible batting to provide suitable 

’ padding to cushion the post so that collisions by football 
_ players and referees do not result in injury. In the preferred 

(21) Appl' NO" 10/319,901 embodiment, the periphery of the inventive pad has a square 
(22) Filed: Dec_ 16’ 2002 cross-section including four ?at sides, each extending the 

entire vertical length of the pad. Each ?at surface includes 
Publication Classi?cation an attachment device such as VELCRO® fastener alloWing 

releasable attachment of an elongated plate that may bear 
(51) Int. Cl.7 ................................................... .. A63B 63/00 advertising indicia 

"unun-"unnu-\urunnununnuu‘ 
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GOAL POST PAD WITH FLAT SIDES AND 
REMOVABLE DISPLAY PLATES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a goal post pad 
With ?at sides and removable display plates. In the prior art, 
pads designed to be used to protect football players from 
injury When running into goal posts are knoWn. US. Pat. No. 
3,104,875 to Doyle, US. Pat. No. 3,782,724 to Rottman et 
al., US. Pat. No. 3,831,941 to Pease, and US. Pat. No. 
5,524,882 to Wagner each teach the concept of a goal post 
pad. In each patent, hoWever, the goal post pad has a 
generally cylindrical cross-section and has no ?at surfaces 
on Which a removable plate can be af?xed carrying adver 
tising display. The present invention distinguishes from the 
teachings of these patents as contemplating a goal post pad 
having at least one ?at surface and, preferably, four ?at 
surfaces in a square cross-section to alloW releasable af?x 
ation of up to four plates, each of Which may carry display 
advertising. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to a goal post pad 
With ?at sides and removable display plates. The present 
invention includes the folloWing interrelated objects, aspects 
and features: 

[0003] (1) In a ?rst aspect, the present invention contem 
plates a pad designed to be easily attachable about the loWer 
portion of a football goal post. For this purpose, in the 
preferred embodiment, one face of the inventive pad has a 
longitudinal split extending throughout its entire length 
alloWing the pad to be ?exed apart at the split to be installed 
over the goal post. 

[0004] (2) The pad itself has internal padding that may 
consist of closed-cell foam or any ?exible batting to provide 
suitable padding to cushion the post so that collisions by 
football players and referees do not result in injury. The pad 
includes a ?exible cover made of a material such as plastic, 
cloth or rubber. 

[0005] (3) In the preferred embodiment, the periphery of 
the inventive pad has a square cross-section including four 
?at sides, each extending the entire vertical length of the 
pad. Each ?at surface includes attachment means alloWing 
releasable attachment of an elongated plate that may bear 
advertising indicia. In a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the attachment means may consist of hook and 
pile fastening means knoWn by the Well knoWn Trademark 
VELCRO®. The plates are preferably made of metal or 
plastic. 
[0006] As such, it is a ?rst object of the present invention 
to provide a goal post pad With ?at sides and removable 
display plates. 
[0007] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such a device in Which the pad has a square 
cross-section including four ?at sides related to one another 
by a perpendicular relationship. 

[0008] It is a yet further object of the present invention to 
provide such a device in Which display plates are removably 
af?xed to each ?at side of the pad through the use of any 
desired fastening means. 
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[0009] It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide such a device in Which the fastening means consists 
of hook and pile fastening means knoWn by the Well knoWn 
Trademark VELCRO®. 

[0010] These and other objects, aspects and features of the 
present invention Will be better understood from the folloW 
ing detailed description of the preferred embodiment When 
read in conjunction With the appended draWing ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 shoWs an exploded perspective vieW of the 
present invention With tWo of the display plates omitted to 
shoW detail. 

[0012] FIG. 2 shoWs a front vieW of the present invention. 

[0013] 
[0014] FIG. 4 shoWs a front vieW of the present invention 
With the display plate facing in the vieW removed. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a top vieW of the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 5 shoWs a rear vieW of the present invention 
With the display plate facing removed to shoW the longitu 
dinal split alloWing assembly of the pad to a goal post. 

[0016] FIG. 6 shoWs a top vieW similar to that of FIG. 3 
but With the display plates removed. 

[0017] FIG. 7 shoWs a cross-sectional vieW along the line 
7-7 of FIG. 6. 

SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0018] With reference, ?rst, to FIGS. 1-3, the inventive 
pad is generally designated by the reference numeral 10 and 
is seen to include an elongated square cross-section body 11 
having four sides 13, 15, 17 and 19. As seen in FIG. 5, the 
side 17 has a longitudinal split 21 that extends its entire 
length. The split 21 is provided so that the pad 10 can be 
?exed at the area of the split 21 to alloW it to be assembled 
over a goal post 1 as seen in FIG. 7. The sides 13, 15, 17 and 
19 comprise a ?exible covering 14 (FIG. 7) made of a 
material such as plastic, cloth or rubber. 

[0019] The body is preferably substantially rigid While 
being suf?ciently ?exible enough to permit removable 
installation on a goal post as explained above. 

[0020] With reference back to FIG. 1, the pad 10 includes 
a hole or passageWay 23 that extends the length of the pad 
10 as also seen in FIG. 7. 

[0021] As also shoWn in FIG. 1, each of the faces of the 
pad 10 have fastening means at the side edges thereof. In the 
example of the face 13, tWo elongated strips 25 and 27 are 
provided, Which are representative of the strips located on 
the other faces. (See also FIGS. 4 and 6). In the preferred 
embodiment, each of the strips consists of one-half of a hook 
and pile fastening means, Well knoWn by the Trademark 
VELCRO®. The strips 25 and 27 may comprise either the 
hook half or the pile half of the VELCRO® fastener. 

[0022] With further reference to FIG. 1, plates 28 are seen 
to include an outer face 29 and an inner face 31. As shoWn 
in FIG. 1, the inner face 31 includes elongated strips 33 and 
35 Which consist of the other half of the hook and pile 
fastening means provided so that the halves engage one 
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another When the plate 28 is placed over one of the sides 13, 
15, 17 or 19 of the pad 10 to releasably fasten the plate 28 
thereon. 

[0023] As seen in FIG. 2, indicia 37 is provided on the 
face 29 of the plate 28 to provide an advertising display that 
is quite prominently situated on a football ?eld during the 
playing of a football game. 

[0024] With reference to FIG. 7, the goal post 1 is seen to 
be surrounded by the pad 10 With its closed-cell foam 
interior 12. Again, as explained above, any desired padding 
material may be suitably employed. 

[0025] The plates 28 may be made of any suitable material 
such as plastic or any desired metal such as, for example, 
aluminum. 

[0026] As such, an invention has been disclosed in terms 
of a preferred embodiment thereof Which ful?lls each and 
every one of the objects of the invention as set forth 
hereinabove, and provides a neW and useful goal post pad 
With ?at sides and removable display plates of great novelty 
and utility. 

[0027] Of course, various changes, modi?cations and 
alterations in the teachings of the present invention may be 
contemplated by those skilled in the art Without departing 
from the intended spirit and scope thereof. 

[0028] As such, it is intended that the present invention 
only be limited by the terms of the appended claims. 

1. A resilient pad comprising: 

a) an elongated body having an axis of elongation and a 
passageWay extending along said axis an entire length 
of said pad; 

b) said body having an outer surface With at least one ?at 
area thereon; 

c) said body being ?lled With a resilient material extend 
ing betWeen said outer surface and an outer periphery 
of said passageWay. 

2. The pad of claim 1, said body having an elongated split 
extending said entire length and from said outer surface of 
said body to said outer periphery of said passageWay. 

3. The pad of claim 1, Wherein said at least one ?at area 
comprises a plurality of ?at areas. 

4. The pad of claim 3, Wherein said body has a square 
cross-section With four ?at sides. 

5. The pad of claim 1, further including a ?at plate 
removably mounted over said at least one ?at area. 
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6. The pad of claim 5, further including attachment means 
for removably attaching said ?at plate to said ?at area. 

7. The pad of claim 6, Wherein said attachment means 
comprises hook and pile fastening means. 

8. The pad of claim 5, further including advertising indicia 
on a face of said plate. 

9. The pad of claim 1, Wherein said resilient material 
comprises closed-cell foam. 

10. The pad of claim 7, Wherein one-half of said hook and 
pile fastening means is mounted on said body and another 
half thereof is mounted on said plate. 

11. The pad of claim 5, Wherein said plate is made of 
metal. 

12. The pad of claim 5, Wherein said plate is made of 
plastic. 

13. The pad of claim 4, further including a ?at plate 
mounted over each of said ?at sides. 

14. A resilient pad comprising: 

a) an elongated body having a square cross-section, an 
axis of elongation and a passageWay extending along 
said axis an entire length of said pad; 

b) said body having an outer surface With four ?at areas 
thereon; 

c) said body being ?lled With a resilient material extend 
ing betWeen said outer surface and an outer periphery 
of said passageWay; 

d) said body having an elongated split extending said 
entire length and from said outer surface of said body 
to said outer periphery of said passageWay; and 

e) a ?at plate removably mounted over each of said ?at 
areas. 

15. The pad of claim 14, further including attachment 
means for removably attaching said ?at plates to said ?at 
areas. 

16. The pad of claim 15, Wherein said attachment means 
comprises hook and pile fastening means. 

17. The pad of claim 14, further including advertising 
indicia on a face of at least one of said plates. 

18. The pad of claim 14, Wherein said resilient material 
comprises closed-cell foam. 

19. The pad of claim 14, Wherein one-half of said hook 
and pile fastening means is mounted on said body and 
another half thereof is mounted on a said plate. 

20. The pad of claim 14, Wherein said plates are made of 
a material chosen from the group consisting of metal and 
plastic. 


