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(57) ABSTRACT 
An Infant-Operable Remote Controlled Entertainment and 
Education Device and System is disclosed. Also disclosed is 
a system that includes a control device that is safe to be left 
With unsupervised infants. The system further includes a 
responder device that is in communication With the control 
device. The control device has a plurality of buttons or other 
touch-sensitive portions dispersed on its face, and each of 
these buttons has a unique shape or design displayed 
thereon. Correspondingly, the remote device includes a 
plurality of ?gures or members that have shapes or display 
designs that correspond to the buttons on the control device. 
In operation, touching or pressing one of the control buttons 
or touch-sensitive portions of the control device Will cause 
one of the ?gures or members on the responder device to 
animate or otherWise agitate in response. In vieW of the 
fascination that infants have With remote control devices, it 
is expected that the link betWeen pressing a control device 
button and receiving a response from the responder device 
Will provide an educational experience to the infant. 
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FIGURE I 
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INFANT-OPERABLE REMOTE CONTROLLED 
ENTERTAINMENT AND EDUCATION DEVICE 

AND SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention relates generally to educational and 
entertainment devices and systems and, more speci?cally, to 
an Infant-Operable Remote Controlled Entertainment and 
Education Device and System 

[0003] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0004] The infant toy industry has exploded in recent 
years, particularly in the area of toys that are touted as 
Working to stimulate the infant’s developmental progres 
sion. While some of these toys may provide entertaining 
shapes, colors and even sounds for the infant, very feW of 
them acknowledge an infant’s ability to understand cause 
and effect, nor do they operate to build upon this naturally 
occurring knoWledge. What is needed, therefore is a device 
that uses feedback to teach an infant to recogniZe connec 
tions betWeen shapes, colors and even sounds, and permits 
the infant to progress through the learning process safely 
Without adult supervision. 

[0005] Further, very young children are fascinated With 
the use of remote control devices. An infant is far more 
likely to play With a remote controlled toy and thereby learn 
associations of symbols on the remote With related responses 
on a physically separate base. This invention is intended to 
leverage off the fascination young children have With 
remotes in teaching shapes, sounds, movements and colors 
through associations made While using the remote. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] In light of the aforementioned problems associated 
With the prior devices and systems, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide an Infant-Operable Remote 
Controlled Entertainment and Education Device and Sys 
tem. The system should include a control device that is safe 
to be left With unsupervised infants. The system should 
further include a responder device that is in communication 
With the control device. It is an object that the control device 
have a plurality of buttons or other touch-sensitive portions 
dispersed on its face, and that each of these buttons have a 
unique shape or design displayed thereon. Correspondingly, 
it is a further object that the remote device have a plurality 
of ?gures or members that have shapes or display designs 
that correspond to the buttons on the control device. In 
operation, touching or pressing one of the control buttons or 
touch-sensitive portions of the control device Will cause one 
of the ?gures or members on the responder device to animate 
or otherWise agitate in response. In vieW of the fascination 
that infants have With remote control devices, it is eXpected 
that the link betWeen pressing a control device button and 
receiving a response from the responder device Will provide 
an educational experience to the infant. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The objects and features of the present invention, 
Which are believed to be novel, are set forth With particu 
larity in the appended claims. The present invention, both as 
to its organiZation and manner of operation, together With 
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further objects and advantages, may best be understood by 
reference to the folloWing description, taken in connection 
With the accompanying draWings, of Which: 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an infant interfac 
ing With a preferred embodiment of the infant-operable 
entertainment system of the present invention; 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of the embodiment of the 
infant-operable entertainment system of FIG. 1; 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a front vieW of an alternate embodiment 
of the infant-operable entertainment system of the present 
invention; 
[0011] FIG. 4 is a front vieW of another alternate embodi 
ment of the infant-operable entertainment system of the 
present invention; 

[0012] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of another alternate embodi 
ment of the infant-operable entertainment system of the 
present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 6 is a front vieW of another alternate embodi 
ment of the infant-operable entertainment system of the 
present invention; and 

[0014] FIG. 7 is a front vieW of yet another alternate 
embodiment of the infant-operable entertainment system of 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0015] The folloWing description is provided to enable any 
person skilled in the art to make and use the invention and 
sets forth the best modes contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. Various modi?cations, hoWever, 
Will remain readily apparent to those skilled in the art, since 
the generic principles of the present invention have been 
de?ned herein speci?cally to provide an Infant-Operable 
Remote Controlled Entertainment and Education Device 
and System. 

[0016] The present invention can best be understood by 
initial consideration of FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW 
of an infant interfacing With a preferred embodiment of the 
infant-operable entertainment system 10 of the present 
invention. As depicted, the infant-operable entertainment 
system 10 comprises tWo major components: the control 
assembly 16 and the responder assembly 18. In the eXample 
shoWn, the infant 12, such as the one depicted as being in his 
play pen 14, Will be able to reach and touch the control 
assembly 16. As Will be discussed further beloW in connec 
tion With later draWing ?gures, the operation of the system 
10 involves the infant user 12 touching or pressing particular 
portions or elements on the control assembly 16. 

[0017] The responder assembly 18 has a communications 
link With the control assembly 16 that could be either Wired 
or Wireless in nature. When the infant user 12 depresses or 
touches certain portions of the control assembly 16, corre 
sponding portions or elements of the responder assembly 18 
Will agitate (this term Will be clari?ed later in this descrip 
tion). The type of agitation responses of the responder 
assembly 18 Will depend upon What portion of the control 
assembly 16 is activated (i.e. touched or pressed), as Well as 
What particular version of responder assembly 18 that is in 
use. 
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[0018] The assemblies 16 and 18 are designed With safety 
and durability in mind. For example, the control assembly 
16 Will conform to all safety guidelines and regulations 
necessary to permit the assembly 16 to be left With an 
unsupervised infant 12. The responder assembly 18 may be 
provided in a Wide variety of shapes, siZes and con?gura 
tions. The example here is con?gured to be placed on a table 
20 or other ?at surface Within vieW of the infant 12; other 
designs may be con?gured to hang from the Wall or other 
Wise attach to external structures. If We noW turn to FIG. 2, 
We can examine a ?rst example version of the present 
invention. 

[0019] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of the embodiment of the 
infant-operable entertainment system 10 of FIG. 1. In this 
embodiment, the control assembly 16 comprises a base 22 
further de?ned by a face 24. The base 22 may be con?gured 
to rest on the ground or in the infant’s play pen, etc., or it 
may include apparatus to hang or otherWise attach the 
assembly 16 to the play pen, crib, etc. 

[0020] Dispersed on the face 24 are a plurality of control 
means 26 for controlling a related responder module 36, 
namely ?rst control means 26A, second control means 26B 
and third control means 26C. The control means 26 are 
buttons or other touch-sensitive areas or elements protruding 
through or dispersed on the face 24. In this example, it can 
be seen that each control means 26 has the same shape, 
hoWever, each also has a unique diagram or design (indicia) 
displayed on it. Of course, an in?nite selection of indicia is 
available, and those shoWn are simply exemplary. Further 
more, it might be desirable to enable the indicia and/or the 
buttons or touch pads to be removable and/or interchange 
able With each other. That Way, the adult can increase the 
infant’s developmental progression by making changes in 
the locations and possibly designs of the indicialbuttons. 

[0021] The responder assembly 18 comprises a housing 
28, Which as discussed above, may be con?gured to rest on 
a ?at surface, or it may be set up for hanging or otherWise 
attaching to an external structure. In this embodiment, the 
assembly 18 comprises three responder modules 36, namely 
a ?rst responder module 36A, and second responder module 
36B and a third responder module 36C. As should be 
apparent, the design or indicia displayed on each responder 
module 36 directly corresponds to a substantially identical 
indicia or shape displayed on a control means 26. In opera 
tion, When the infant presses or touches the ?rst control 
means 26A, the responder module displaying the similar 
indicia (the ?rst responder module 36A) agitates. In this 
embodiment, the agitation of the responder modules 36 
includes the illumination and/or spinning of the faces of the 
modules 36; in other embodiments, the agitation may com 
prise other actions. 

[0022] It should be apparent from this operational descrip 
tion that the goal of the system 10 is to train the infant to 
recogniZe similarities and/or connections betWeen tWo 
designs. If We noW turn to FIG. 3, We can examine another 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0023] FIG. 3 is a front vieW of an alternate embodiment 
of the infant-operable entertainment system 10 of the present 
invention. In this version, there are actually ?ve control 
means 26 for controlling the responder modules 36; of 
course there is a corresponding number of responder mod 
ules 36 (i.e. ?ve of them). Rather than having indicia 
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displayed or inscribed on the control means 26, in this 
embodiment, the control means 26 are actually formed in 
different shapes. Similarly, the responder modules 36 have 
the same corresponding shapes. When the infant presses one 
of the shaped control means 26, the correspondingly-shaped 
responder module 36 Will light up or pop out, or otherWise 
agitate. Any of these motions may be accompanied by a 
sound generated by the responder assembly 18 or one of the 
individual responder modules. Moving forWard to FIG. 4, 
We can examine still another example. 

[0024] FIG. 4 is a front vieW of another alternate embodi 
ment of the infant-operable entertainment system 10 of the 
present invention. In this embodiment 10, the control means 
26 each comprise indicia inscribed upon the button/pads. 
Each indicia corresponds to a three-dimensional FIG. 32 
that pops up (like a “j ack-in-the-box”), as Well as the indicia 
inscribed on the front of the housing 18 adjacent to the 
matching three-dimensional FIG. 32. When the system is 
“at rest,” the lids 30A are held in the closed position. When 
the infant presses or touches one of the control means 26, the 
lid covering the three-dimensional FIG. 32 that matches the 
indicia inscribed on the pressed control means 26 Will 
release. When the lid 30 releases, the spring-loaded (or 
otherWise biased) three-dimensional FIG. 32 Will be free to 
pop up. To reset the lid 30, a supervisor must simply press 
doWn on the lid 30 until it locks closed again. Turning to 
FIG. 5, We can revieW another novel design for the present 
system 10. 

[0025] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of another alternate embodi 
ment of the infant-operable entertainment system 10 of the 
present invention. As shoWn, the responder assembly 18 
resembles an apple. Dispersed around the face of the apple 
are a plurality of apertures Within Which reside Worm-shaped 
three-dimensional FIGS. 32. Each of the Worms 32 prefer 
ably colored differently from the others. 

[0026] The control assembly 16 has a plurality of control 
means 26 also in the shape of colored Worms, each to 
correspond to individual unique three-dimensional FIGS. 
32. When the infant presses a particular control means 26, 
the Worm 32 that has the corresponding color Will pop out 
of its aperture, perhaps accompanied by a sound. The Worm 
32 Will then return to its aperture, aWaiting its control means 
26 to be depressed or touched again. Another design 
example is depicted in FIG. 6. 

[0027] FIG. 6 is a front vieW of another alternate embodi 
ment of the infant-operable entertainment system 10 of the 
present invention. In this version, the responder assembly 36 
(or a portion of it) is shaped like a dog’s head—it should be 
apparent that a variety of animal shapes may be used in place 
of the dog. In this design, each responder module is a portion 
of the dog’s anatomy, for example, the ?rst responder 
module is an eye 36A; the second responder module 36B is 
the dog’s nose; the third responder module 36C is an ear; 
and a fourth responder module 36D is the dog’s tongue. 

[0028] Correspondingly, the control assembly 16 has con 
trol means 26 With indicia that corresponds With each 
anatomical part of the dog. When the infant presses or 
touches a particular control means 26, the corresponding 
responder module Will move and/or create a sound. The 
sounds may be unique to each control module, e. g. a barking 
noise When the tongue is pressed; a snif?ng noise When the 
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nose control means 26B is pressed, etc.. Finally, turning to 
FIG. 7, We can examine yet another novel and nonobvious 
design. 
[0029] FIG. 7 is a front vieW of yet another alternate 
embodiment of the infant-operable entertainment system 10 
of the present invention. In this version, the responder 
assembly 18 is shaped similar to a barn, With a plurality of 
WindoWs opening into it. Behind each WindoW is an ani 
mated three-dimensional ?gure (or tWo-dimensional ?gure) 
in the shape of a farm animal. When the control means 26 
that corresponds in shape or indicia to a particular animal 
FIG. 32 is pressed or touched, the animal FIG. 32 Will move 
in front of, and back from the WindoW in the barn. The 
responder assembly 18 may also emit a sound that is unique 
for each animal 32 When the corresponding control means 
26 is depressed or touched. 

[0030] The mechanical design for the apparatus described 
above Will vary depending upon the particular embodi 
ment’s features. The control means 26 Will be buttons, 
touch-sensitive pads, or other sWitches conventionally avail 
able. The responder modules 36 shall generate animation 
and/or lighting as is necessary to provide the desired 
attributes. The method of communication betWeen the con 
trol assembly 16 and responder assembly 18 can be infrared, 
HF, laser or other Wireless technology. Alternatively, the 
assemblies 16 and 18 may be Wired together to transmit 
these control signals. Furthermore, although the control 
means 26 and responder modules 36 are treated above as if 
they Were independent sub-systems, this is not an intended 
limitation. In fact, it may be desired that there is one central 
electronic “brain” in each assembly 26 and 36, and one 
central signal encoder and/or decoder in each, and one 
central mechanism for animating or otherWise agitating the 
individual responder module 36. They Were discussed as 
being independent above simply to stress the attribute that 
one responder module 36 is linked in its control to a distinct 
control means 26. 

[0031] Those skilled in the art Will appreciate that various 
adaptations and modi?cations of the just-described preferred 
embodiment can be con?gured Without departing from the 
scope and spirit of the invention. Therefore, it is to be 
understood that, Within the scope of the appended claims, 
the invention may be practiced other than as speci?cally 
described herein. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An infant-operable entertainment system, comprising: 

a responder assembly comprising a housing and a ?rst 
responder module; 

a control assembly comprising a base and a ?rst control 
module, said control assembly in communication With 
said responder assembly; and 

Whereby said control assembly to responder assembly 
communication causes said ?rst responder module to 
agitate responsive to activation of said ?rst control 
module. 

2. The system of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst control 
module comprises a ?rst indicia displayed thereon and said 
?rst responder module further comprises said ?rst indicia 
displayed thereon. 

3. The system of claim 2, Wherein said agitation com 
prises a light being illuminated; 
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4. The system of claim 2, Wherein said agitation com 
prises movement of a three-dimensional ?gure. 

5. The system of claim 2, Wherein said responder assem 
bly further comprises an audio output device, said audio 
output device con?gured to provide audible sounds respon 
sive to activation of said ?rst control module. 

6. The system of claim 4, Wherein said control assembly 
further comprises a second control module and said 
responder assembly further comprises a second responder 
module, Whereby said control assembly to responder assem 
bly communication causes said second responder module to 
agitate responsive to activation of said second control mod 
ule. 

7. The system of claim 6, Wherein said control assembly 
further comprises a third control module and said responder 
assembly further comprises a third responder module, 
Whereby said control assembly to responder assembly com 
munication causes said third responder module to agitate 
responsive to activation of said third control module. 

8. The system of claim 7, Wherein said control assembly 
further comprises a fourth control module and said 
responder assembly further comprises a fourth responder 
module, Whereby said control assembly to responder assem 
bly communication causes said fourth responder module to 
agitate responsive to activation of said fourth control mod 
ule. 

9. The system of claim 4, Wherein: 

said three-dimensional article de?nes a ?rst shape; and 

said ?rst indicia substantially depicts said ?rst shape. 
10. The system of claim 3, Wherein: 

said three-dimensional article de?nes a ?rst shape; and 

said ?rst control module de?nes said ?rst shape. 
11. An infant-operable entertainment system, comprising: 

a responder assembly comprising a housing and a plural 
ity of responder modules; 

a control assembly comprising a base and a plurality of 
control modules, each said control module linked to 
one discrete said responder module, said control assem 
bly in communication With said responder assembly; 
and 

Whereby said control assembly to responder assembly 
communication causes a said responder module to 
agitate responsive to activation of said control module 
to Which said responder module is linked. 

12. The system of claim 11, Wherein one said control 
module comprises a star indicia displayed thereon and said 
linked responder module further comprises said star indicia 
displayed thereon. 

13. The system of Claim I1, Wherein one said control 
module de?nes a star shape and said linked responder 
module de?nes said star shape. 

14. The system of claim 11, Wherein one said responder 
module comprises a pop-up ?gure and said linked control 
module displays indicia substantially representing the 
appearance of said pop-up ?gure. 

15. The system of claim 11, Wherein one said responder 
module comprises a Worm-shaped three-dimensional ?gure 
and said linked control module displays indicia substantially 
representing the appearance of said Worm; and 
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said housing is further shaped substantially similar to an 
apple, said housing further de?ned by at least one 
aperture formed therein through Which said Worrn 
shaped three-dirnensional ?gure can protrude respon 
sive to activation of said linked control module. 

16. The system of claim 11, Wherein said housing is 
shaped substantially similar to the head of a member of the 
group of animals; 

one said responder rnodule comprises an eye attached to 
said head; and 

said linked control module displays indicia substantially 
representing the appearance of said eye. 

17. The system of claim 13, Wherein said agitation corn 
prises said star shape rotating. 
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18. The system of claim 16, Wherein said agitation corn 
prises said eye Winking. 

19. The system of claim 1, Wherein said control assembly 
comprises a housing, said housing con?gured to be handheld 
by an infant. 

20. The system of claim 1, Wherein said control assernbly 
contains multiple sybolically identi?able selections, each 
said syrnbolically identi?able selection corresponding to a 
similar feature on said responder assernbly, Whereby When a 
said syrnbolically identi?able selection is activated, feed 
back is provided to the infant user via agitation of said 
responder assernbly. 


