
US 20040096619A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2004/0096619 A1 
(19) United States 

DiChiara, JR. (43) Pub. Date: May 20, 2004 

(54) FLEXIBLE INSULATION BLANKET HAVING 
A CERAMIC MATRIX COMPOSITE OUTER 
LAYER 

(75) Inventor: Robert A. DiChiara JR., Carlsbad, CA 
(Us) 

Correspondence Address: 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 
BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA 
101 SOUTH TRYON STREET, SUITE 4000 
CHARLOTTE, NC 28280-4000 (US) 

(73) Assignee: THE BOEING COMPANY 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/291,932 

(22) Filed: Nov. 11, 2002 

Publication Classi?cation 

(51) Im. c1? ..................................................... .. B32B 1/04 

(52) US. Cl. ............................................ .. 428/76; 428/102 

(57) ABSTRACT 

A ?exible insulation blanket having a ceramic matrix com 
posite (CMC) outer layer, and a method of producing a 
?exible insulation blanket having a smooth, aerodynami 
cally suitable, outer surface by in?ltrating ceramic material 
Within the outer ceramic fabric layer of the ?exible insula 
tion blanket and curing the ceramic material to form a CMC 
layer. The CMC layer is cured While the blanket is under 
compression such that the resulting CMC layer has a smooth 
surface. 
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FLEXIBLE INSULATION BLANKET HAVING A 
CERAMIC MATRIX COMPOSITE OUTER LAYER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to ?exible reusable surface 
insulation blankets for use on the outer surface of reusable 
launch vehicles. More particularly, the invention relates to 
ceramic coatings and methods of coating the outer mold line 
surface of insulation blankets. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Reusable launch vehicles (RLV’s) such as the 
Space Shuttle Orbiter utiliZe reusable thermal protection 
systems (TPS’s) for thermal protection during launch, orbit, 
and reentry into the atmosphere. The TPS must simulta 
neously perform as a radiator, a re?ector, and an insulator in 
order to, respectively, emit heat from the surface of the 
vehicle, prevent on-orbit heating, and protect the structure of 
the vehicle from residual heat ?ux. 

[0003] During a typical reentry, the outer surface of the 
Orbiter is subjected to heating in excess of 2300° F. The 
underlying structure of the Orbiter is primarily aluminum 
and graphite epoxy, and the TPS must protect the structure 
from any temperatures exceeding 350° F. Therefore, insu 
lation used With the TPS must have extraordinarily loW 
thermal conductivity While being able to Withstand the 
physical rigors of space ?ight. 

[0004] Most thermal insulation consists of reusable sur 
face insulation tiles. The tile substrate materials and coating 
selections are dependent upon the mechanical and thermal 
requirements of the particular location on the vehicle. For 
example, tiles located on the upper surface of the forWard 
fuselage experience much loWer temperatures and require 
less strength then tiles on the nose of the vehicle. The tiles 
are typically loW-density blocks of rigid ceramic ?bers such 
as alumina or silica ?bers and have a typical Width and 
length of 6 inches by 6 inches. 

[0005] Recently, it has become commonplace to use ?ex 
ible blanket insulation, often called ?exible insulation (Fl), 
in place of ceramic tiles as a part of the TPS of RLV’s. The 
?exible insulation is basically a layer of pliable alumina or 
other ceramic batting sandWiched betWeen layers of ceramic 
fabric. The fabric layers and batting are seWn together With 
a ceramic thread to form a quilted insulation blanket. The 
outer portion of the blanket is coated With a ceramic slurry, 
Which dries and forms a ceramic coating on the top fabric 
portion of the blanket. The typical ceramic matrix is knoWn 
as a C-9TM coating, Which consists of LudoxTM silica sol, 
available from W.R. Grace & Co., Columbia, Md., and a 
silicon carbide high emissivity agent. A blanket treated in 
such a manner can Withstand multiuse temperatures of 1200° 
F. With a onetime use temperature of 1400° F. under static 
conditions. 

[0006] The ?exible insulation is favorable for use on 
RLV’s because it is much easier to maintain and replace than 
individual insulation tiles. Large unitary pieces of ?exible 
insulation blanket may be constructed to conform to the 
contours of a vehicle, Which Would have previously required 
hundreds of individually installed tiles for insulation. The 
?exible insulation is also able to Withstand undulations and 
vibrations of the underlying vehicle better than the ceramic 
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tiles, Which are rigid and brittle and must be carefully spaced 
along an undulating vehicle surface to prevent the tiles from 
fracturing. Another advantage of blankets is that tile systems 
Weigh more then blanket systems and must also have a strain 
isolation pad (SIP) along With insulation ?ller bars betWeen 
tiles. 

[0007] There are some draWbacks associated With the use 
of traditional ?exible blankets. The ?exible blankets have a 
someWhat rough, quilted upper fabric layer. The C-9TM 
coating used to coat most blankets is made of coarse SiC 
particles in a liquid silica sol medium. These coarse SiC 
particles do not penetrate into the ?bers of the outer blanket 
cloth and therefore are captured on the surface of the coarse 
?bers. To be compatible With the C-9TM coating, the upper 
layer of fabric must use a coarse fabric Weave. Further, 
because the outer layer of fabric and the batting are loosely 
quilted together, the outer layer of fabric does not provide a 
uniform substrate for forming a ?at, smooth surface. For 
instance, during drying of the C-9TM coating, the upper 
fabric layer tends to buckle and to cure as a slightly irregular 
surface. Once cured, the coarse C-9TM coatings sometimes 
have a tendency to ?ake off of the blanket during use. 

[0008] The rough and irregular surfaces of ?exible insu 
lation blankets have heretofore made them unsuitable for use 
on WindWard surfaces of vehicles or surfaces of vehicles 
Which experience relatively high temperatures, such as the 
nose section and leading edges of the vehicle. When in use, 
the irregular surface of the blankets causes early tripping of 
the boundary layer as Well as increased friction along the 
surface of the vehicle upon reentry, thereby generating large 
amounts of excessive heat. Therefore, ?exible insulation 
blankets have only been used upon leeWard surfaces of the 
RLV’s Which do not experience aero turbulence or high 
temperatures during reentry. 

[0009] What is needed is a ?exible insulation blanket 
having a smooth, uniform, durable, light Weight, and thin 
protective ceramic layer and a method of producing such a 
blanket. Further, What is needed is a method of producing a 
?exible insulation blanket having a uniform ceramic layer 
Without imparting unfavorable Weight or insulative charac 
teristics to the blanket. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The invention is a ?exible insulation blanket hav 
ing a ceramic matrix composite (CMC) outer layer, and a 
method of producing a ?exible insulation blanket having a 
smooth, aerodynamically suitable, outer surface by in?ltrat 
ing ceramic material Within the outer ceramic fabric layer of 
the ?exible insulation blanket and curing the ceramic mate 
rial to form a CMC layer. The CMC layer is cured While the 
blanket is under compression such that the resulting CMC 
layer has a smooth surface. 

[0011] The ?exible insulation blanket is constructed of an 
outer layer of ceramic fabric, a layer of ceramic batting, and 
an inner layer of ceramic fabric, all seWn together in a quilt 
like pattern. A target amount of ceramic precursor slurry 
material is applied to the outer surface of the blanket. The 
ceramic material of the slurry is compatible With the ceramic 
of the outer fabric layer and capable of surrounding and 
in?ltrating the ?bers of the outer fabric layer. When cured 
and sintered, the ceramic material from the slurry forms a 
ceramic matrix With the ?bers of the fabric to create a 



US 2004/0096619 A1 

ceramic matrix composite (CMC) layer. An exemplary 
ceramic precursor is aluminum silicate held in either an 
acetone or alcohol suspension, and other exemplary precur 
sors include alumina, silica, mullite, cordierite, silicon car 
bide, silicon nitride, and black glass. A thermoplastic resin 
material is also preferably added to the suspension to assist 
in curing of the preceramic Within the outer fabric layer. 

[0012] One aspect of the invention is that the preceramic 
is in?ltrated Within the outer fabric layer of the blanket 
Without in?ltrating the batting of the blanket. This is accom 
plished by applying the preceramic slurry to the fabric in 
multiple stages such that only enough slurry is applied to the 
fabric layer at each stage to in?ltrate the fabric layer, but not 
to permeate the underlying batting. To some extent, a portion 
of the slurry solvent evaporates after each stage, Which 
increases the viscosity of the slurry such that it does not seep 
into the batting layer of the blanket. 

[0013] Another aspect of the invention is that prior to 
curing of the pre-ceramic material, the outer surface of the 
blanket is positioned against a smoothly surfaced rigid plate 
so that the in?ltrated outer fabric layer is maintained With a 
very smooth and even orientation While cured. 

[0014] Because the pre-ceramic material of the insulation 
is cured While the outer surface of the blanket is held against 
the smoothly surfaced plate, the outer fabric layer does not 
buckle or bubble during curing. The pre-ceramic material 
Within the outer layer cures Within the ceramic ?bers of the 
outer fabric layer to form a CMC layer. Pressure is then 
released and the resulting blanket insulation is ?red at high 
temperature to sinter the ceramic materials. 

[0015] The resulting insulation blanket has a smooth, 
tough, highly emissive CMC layer as its top layer that alloWs 
the invented blanket to be used on WindWard surfaces of a 
spacecraft. No pre-ceramic slurry enters the batting during 
processing, so the complete insulative ef?ciency of the 
batting is maintained. 

[0016] Because the surface of the invented blanket is more 
smooth than previous blankets, the blanket may be used on 
WindWard surfaces of a vehicle Without tripping the bound 
ary layer. Because the boundary layer is not tripped during 
?ight, the overall temperature to Which the blanket is 
exposed is reduced. 

[0017] In addition to the reduction in boundary layer 
interference, greater protection is provided by the CMC 
layer because the ceramic material is in?ltrated Within the 
?bers of the fabric rather than simply coated onto the ?bers 
as With previous C-9TM materials. In?ltration is alloWed by 
application of slurries having ceramic particles Which are 
relatively smaller than those of previous coatings, such as 
C-9TM coatings. Use of smaller ceramic particles Within the 
slurry also alloWs the use of smooth ?bers Within the outer 
fabric layer rather than the coarse ?bers required With the 
use of previous slurries. Further, the ceramic matrix com 
posite layer of the invented blanket provides greater thermal 
protection than previous ceramic coatings such as C-9TM 
material. 

[0018] It is desirable to use the invented ?exible blankets 
on WindWard surfaces of spacecraft rather than ceramic tiles 
because blankets can be put on in large siZes such as 36 
inches by 36 inches, compared to 6 inches by 6 inches for 
tiles, due to their inherent ?exibility and built in strain 
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isolation. This reduces assembly, part count and operation 
maintenance. The large, smooth blankets also reduce the 
steps and gaps typically found betWeen the 6 inch by 6 inch 
tiles. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] Having thus described the invention in general 
terms, reference Will noW be made to the accompanying 
draWings, Which are not necessarily draWn to scale, and 
Wherein: 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional vieW of the components 
of an embodiment of the invented blanket shoWing their 
relationship to one another; 

[0021] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW of the components 
of another embodiment of the invented blanket shoWing 
their relationship to one another; 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of the components 
of an embodiment of the invented blanket shoWn quilted 
together; 
[0023] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of the components 
of another embodiment of the invented blanket shoWn 
quilted together; 
[0024] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
this invention prior to application of pre-ceramic material; 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW of an embodiment 
of this invention shoWing the application of a pre-ceramic 
slurry; 
[0026] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional vieW of an embodiment 
of the invented blanket being held in compression; 

[0027] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the invented blanket being held in compres 
sion; 
[0028] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional vieW of a second 
alternative embodiment of the invented blanket being held in 
compression; 
[0029] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional vieW of a second 
embodiment of the invented blanket being held in compres 
sion With edges of the outer fabric layer overlapping the 
sides of the blanket; and 

[0030] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
this invention having a CMC upper layer. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0031] The present invention noW Will be described more 
fully hereinafter With reference to the accompanying draW 
ings, in Which preferred embodiments of the invention are 
shoWn. This invention may, hoWever, be embodied in many 
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the 
embodiments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are 
provided so that this disclosure Will be thorough and com 
plete, and Will fully convey the scope of the invention to 
those skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements 
throughout. 
[0032] Referring to FIG. 1, the CMC coated ?exible 
insulation blanket of the invention is constructed of various 
layers of material. It is anticipated that the invented insula 
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tion Will be most often used to insulate the outer surface of 
a spacecraft such as the Space Shuttle though the insulation 
is not limited to such use. For purposes of this description, 
“outer” or “Outer Mold Line (OML)” components are those 
components, Which are disposed at a greater distance from 
the spacecraft than are corresponding “inner” components of 
the insulation. Likewise, “outer” surfaces of components 
tend to face outWardly aWay from the vehicle While “inner” 
or “Inner Mold Line (IML)” surfaces face the vehicle. 

[0033] The outer layer 14 of fabric material is Woven from 
ceramic ?bers and serves as an outer surface of the insula 

tion as Well as a substrate for the CMC matrix. A layer 20 
of pliable ceramic ?ber batting is placed betWeen the layer 
16 of fabric material Woven from ceramic ?bers, Which 
serves as the inner surface of the insulation blanket. 

[0034] The outer fabric layer 14 is a Woven layer of 
ceramic ?bers. The layer 14 preferably has a thickness of 
betWeen about 0.01 and 0.06 inches, and most preferably 
about 0.03 inches. The ?bers of the fabric are ceramic and 
remain physically stable When exposed to extreme tempera 
tures, such as those experienced by a spacecraft upon 
re-entry into the atmosphere. For use on leeWard surfaces of 
spacecraft, the ?bers must be stable to 1200° F., and for 
WindWard surfaces the ?bers must be stable up to 2400° F. 
The ?bers are continuous, meaning that most of the ?bers 
span a substantial portion of either the length or Width of the 
Woven fabric. Exemplary fabrics for use With the invented 
blanket on the outer mold line (OML) are quartZ Woven 
fabrics, NextelTM fabrics, mullite fabrics, and silicon carbide 
fabrics. Of the NextelTM fabrics, NextelTM 610 (alumina), 
NextelTM 720 (mullite), and NextelTM 440 (aluminoborosili 
cate) fabrics are preferred, With NextelTM 440 being particu 
larly preferred due to its loWer cost. The 3-ply angle inter 
lock is the preferred Weave due to its durability, though other 
Weaves such as 500 satin, 800 satin, and plain Weaves may 
be used. 

[0035] The outer fabric layer 14 is preferably a single 
layer of material, though the layer may have more than one 
ply. The outer layer 14 is preferably 1 to 3 plies in thickness, 
With each ply generally being betWeen about 0.01 and 0.06 
inches in thickness. Preferably a single layer of 3-ply angle 
interlock fabric yields about 0.030 inches of thickness. Use 
of a thicker Weave or larger number of plies alloWs for a 
greater thickness of CMC material Within the outer layer 14 
of the insulation blanket and thus alloWs for a stronger, more 
protective surface. HoWever, thicker Weaves or multiple 
plies of ceramic fabric increase the overall Weight of the 
blanket and also reduce the ?exibility of the blanket because 
of the large amount of semi-rigid ceramic matrix material 
Within the multi-ply outer layer 14. 

[0036] Referring to FIG. 2, it is optional to position a resin 
?lm 30 betWeen the outer fabric layer 14 and the batting 
layer 20. The resin layer 30 is used to assist in preventing 
pre-ceramic slurry material from reaching the batting mate 
rial When the pre-ceramic slurry is applied to the outer layer. 
During curing of the CMC layer, the resin ?lm 30 is simply 
volatiliZed and alloWed to escape the blanket. The resin ?lm 
30 is a thin, ?exible ?lm Which is non-porous to pre-ceramic 
slurry and Which is resistant to components Which may be 
found in the pre-ceramic slurry discussed later in this 
description. If the pre-ceramic slurry material is aluminum 
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silicate in acetone or alcohol, the ?lm layer 30 may be 
selected from a Wide range of resins, including acrylics and 
methylcellulose. 

[0037] The batting layer 20 is a loosely entangled agglom 
eration of non-Woven ?bers or slightly needled through the 
thickness of the batting layer. The batting of ceramic ?bers 
act as the primary insulating material Within the blanket. The 
batting material is most typically alumina. Other common 
ceramic batting materials include various combinations of 
alumina, silica (amorphous or quartz), alumina borosilicate, 
mullite, and Zirconia ?bers. 

[0038] The inner fabric layer 16 is a Woven layer of 
ceramic ?bers. The layer 16 preferably has a thickness of 
betWeen about 0.01 and 0.06 inches, and most preferably 
about 0.01 inches. The ?bers of the fabric are ceramic and 
remain physically stable When exposed to extreme tempera 
tures. HoWever, the fabric of the inner layer 16 need not be 
as heat resistant as the fabric of the outer layer 14 because 
the inner layer 16 is protected by the insulative batting 20. 
The ?bers of the inner layer 14 are continuous. Exemplary 
fabrics for use as the inner layer are quartZ Woven fabrics, 
NextelTM fabrics such as NextelTM 440, and ?berglass fabrics 
such as S-glass or E-glass. S2-glass is the preferred ?ber. 

[0039] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, once assembled, the 
outer layer 14, batting 20, and inner layer 16 are loosely 
seWn together using ceramic thread 18. The layers are seWn 
at about 1 inch intervals to form a blanket 12 With an 
undulating quilt like pattern. The edges of the blanket 12 
may be left open for later alteration, or the outer layer 14 and 
?lm 30, if any, may be folded doWnWards to overlap the 
sides of the blanket and seWn into position, as shoWn in FIG. 
5. 

[0040] By Way of example, a blanket 12 Which may be 
used With this invention is Advanced Flexible Reusable 
Surface Insulation (AFRSI) Which is comprised of quartZ 
?ber batting 20 that is sandWiched betWeen high temperature 
Woven quartZ ?ber outer fabric layer 14 and a loWer tem 
perature glass inner layer 16. The components are stitched 
together using quartZ and glass threads 18 in one inch square 
patterns. The siZe of such blankets is up to 36 inches by 36 
inches, and the thickness is from 0.20 inches up to 3 inches. 
Such blankets have been used on portions of the upper 
surface of the Space Shuttle and are available from Boeing, 
High-Temp Inc. and Oceaneering Thermal Systems, Seattle, 
Wash. 

[0041] A pre-ceramic slurry is preferably formed from an 
alcohol or acetone based aluminum silicate suspension. Beta 
or alpha, preferably beta, silicon carbide is optionally added 
to the suspension as a high emissivity agent to loWer the 
surface temperature of the blanket When in use, by absorbing 
and reradiating the heat to space. The pre-ceramic slurry is 
a suspension of 50-85 Wt % solids, preferably about 68 Wt 
%, in alcohol or acetone preferably alcohol. The solids are 
composed of 60-100 Wt %, preferably about 90 Wt %, 
aluminum silicate particulates, and 0-40 Wt %, preferably 
about 10 Wt %, SiC particulates. Other emissivity agents can 
readily be substituted for SiC in the formulation. A method 
such as ball milling may be used to combine and mix the 
components of the pre-ceramic slurry. 

[0042] Referring to FIG. 6, the outer layer of fabric 14 is 
in?ltrated With the pre-ceramic slurry 52. The fabric 14 may 
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be in?ltrated With the slurry in any number of Ways, includ 
ing but not limited to, applying the slurry to the fabric by 
brushing, spraying, or sponging. If a multi-ply fabric is used 
Within the outer layer 14, then the pre-ceramic slurry is 
preferably in?ltrated through each of the plies. 

[0043] The pre-ceramic slurry in?ltrates the outer layer 14 
With a targeted amount of slurry from 0.10-0.90 g/in2, 
preferably 0.45 g/in2 for a single layer of 3-ply angle 
interlock fabric. The slurry is applied in increments that 
alloW the solvent to soak into the outer fabric, thus increas 
ing the viscosity of the suspension and thereby only pen 
etrating Within the outer fabric layer rather than the batting. 
Little to no absorption occurs by the batting 20 or inner layer 
16 of the blanket 12. In this manner, the slurry is isolated 
Within the fabric material of the outer layer 14 so that an 
effective ceramic matrix composite material may be formed 
from the ceramic materials of the slurry and the ceramic 
?ber substrate of the outer layer 14. 

[0044] In an alternative embodiment, an aluminum silicate 
suspension is ?rst in?ltrated into the fabric Without the SiC, 
thereby minimiZing any interaction of the SiC With the ?ber, 
and cured. The second application of aluminum silicate With 
the SiC emissivity agent is applied to the blanket surface. 

[0045] Referring to FIG. 7, the outer surface 14a of the 
outer layer 14 is contacted With a smoothly surfaced plate 32 
and the blanket 12 is compressed and held under compres 
sion against the smoothly surfaced plate 32. An exemplary 
compression method is to place the blanket and plate 32 in 
a vacuum bag 50 and applying a vacuum of about 10-12 
inches of Mercury. The compression of the blanket 12 
against the smooth surface causes the outer layer 14 to be 
maintained ?ush against the smoothly surfaced plate 32. 

[0046] A release agent coating or ?lm such as Te?onTM or 
ArmalonTM ?lm, preferably Te?onTM ?lm, is applied to the 
outer surface 14a of the outer layer 14 so that the smooth 
plate 32 may be contacted With the outer surface 14a Without 
adhering to the outer layer 14 Which has been in ?ltrated 
With the pre-ceramic material. 

[0047] According to another alternative embodiment, 
shoWn in FIG. 8, the outer surface 14a of the outer layer 14 
is pressed against a smoothly surfaced plate 32, a second 
plate 36 is positioned against the inner fabric layer 36 of the 
blanket 12, and the blanket is compressed While the outer 
layer 14 is held against the smoothly surfaced plate 32. As 
With the single plate method, the blanket may be compressed 
With a vacuum bag 50. Alternatively, as shoWn in FIG. 9, the 
blanket 12 may be compressed betWeen conventional 
mechanical pressing apparatus Which applies force trans 
verse to the tWo plates 32, 36. An exemplary compression 
force is 5 to 10 psi. 

[0048] In one embodiment of the invention, shoWn as 
FIG. 10, the blanket 12 is placed in a frame. The frame has 
a ?at plate surface 32 and sideWalls 34 Which contain the 
blanket 12 Within the con?nes of the frame. The ?at surface 
32 of the frame supports the outer layer 14 and holds the 
outer layer 14 in a smooth, planar orientation. The frame 
keeps the sides of the blanket 12 square to the surface, 
producing sharp corners and edges on the top of the blanket 
as the blanket is compressed. Producing the blanket such 
that the corners have sharp corners and edges assures a tight 
?t from one blanket to the next When installed upon a 
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vehicle. A tight ?t is important in reducing interruption of 
proper air ?oW across the surfaces of the blankets When in 
use. 

[0049] While the blanket 12 With the outer layer impreg 
nated With the pre-ceramic material is maintained under 
compression, the temperature of the blanket 12 is raised to 
the curing temperature of the pre-ceramic paste. The curing 
temperature for the preferred aluminum silicate pre-ceramic 
used herein is from about 100° F. to about 350° F., and a 
favorable curing sequence for aluminum silicate slurries is 
about 180° F. for 2 hours, then 250° F. for 1 hour, and then 
350° F. for 1 hour, all With ramp up temperatures of about 
18° F. per minute. Curing of the ceramic material causes the 
ceramic Within the outer layer 14 of the blanket to solidify 
and converts the in?ltrated outer layer 14 of the blanket into 
a ceramic matrix composite (CMC) layer 14 comprising a 
layer of ceramic fabric embedded Within a matrix of ceramic 
material. 

[0050] By supporting the outer layer 14 upon a smooth 
surface during the curing of the ceramic material Within the 
outer fabric layer 14, a resultant ?exible insulation blanket 
12 having a smooth CMC layer 14 may be achieved. The 
entire blanket 12, including the CMC material is someWhat 
?exible after curing, so the CMC layered insulation may 
later be shaped to ?t the curvature of a particular area of a 
vehicle. 

[0051] Shaped blankets may be produced by using non-?at 
surfaces such as a curved plate 32 as long as the plate 32 that 
is in contact With the outer layer 14 has a smooth surface and 
uniform compression is provided over the surface area of the 
blanket 12. The shaped blankets are preferred for application 
to curved surfaces of a vehicle. If the blankets are cured and 
sintered While compressed against a plate having the shape 
of the surface to Which the blanket Will be applied, the 
curved blanket does not have to be ?exed for application to 
the curved surface. 

[0052] After curing of the pre-ceramic material, the CMC 
layered blanket 12 is removed from the applicable compres 
sion apparatus and alloWed to decompress. The CMC layer 
14, Which Was cured While pressed against a ?at surface, 
retains its ?at orientation after it is alloWed to decompress. 
The batting 20 Within the blanket 12 remains unin?ltrated 
throughout the process. Once compression is released, the 
batting 20 expands and returns the blanket to its original 
dimensions. 

[0053] Referring to FIG. 11, after being alloWed to 
decompress, the blanket 12 has a very ?at CMC upper layer 
14. The blanket is preferably coated in such a manner that 
the CMC layer extends along the sides of the blanket, from 
the upper surface of the blanket approximately one quarter 
the depth of the blanket 14b. This side coating protects the 
blanket at the contact point Where it is placed against other 
blankets When installed upon a vehicle. 

[0054] Finally, the ceramic matrix outer layer of the insu 
lation 14 is sintered at a temperature of betWeen about 400° 
F. to about 1200° F., preferably about 1000° F. from about 
1 hour to 5 hours, and preferably for about 2 hours. Because 
the entire blanket is resistant to heat of at least 1200° F., the 
entire blanket may be heated When curing the CMC layer. 

[0055] If a resin ?lm layer 30 has been used Within the 
blanket, the high temperature experienced during sintering 
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effectively disintegrates the resin ?lm 30 Within the blanket 
12. The organic structure of the ?lm 30 breaks doWn and the 
?lm is volatiliZed from the blanket. 

[0056] The resulting CMC layered ?exible insulation 
blanket 12 has a pliable CMC layer 14 integrated With a high 
temperature ?exible insulation blanket. Because of the man 
ner in Which the CMC layer 14 is produced and integrated 
With the blanket 12, the CMC layer 14 has a very smooth 
surface quality. The smooth surface quality of the CMC 
layer alloWs the invented insulation to be used on regions of 
spacecraft that Were previously limited to rigid ceramic tile 
installations. The smooth surface prevents tripping of the 
boundary layer, Which is critical to prevent excessive heat 
ing as Well as reducing heating caused by friction and air 
resistance, thus alloWing the invented insulation to be used 
on higher temperature portions of the spacecraft than pre 
vious ?exible insulation blankets. 

[0057] The CMC layer has higher temperature capabilities 
than previous coatings, such as C-9TM coatings. While the 
C-9TM coated surface had a multiuse temperature of 1200° F. 
With a onetime use temperature of 1400° F. the aluminum 
silicate composite surface has a multiuse temperature of 
1800° F. With a onetime use temperature of 2000° F. This is 
because aluminum silicate resists bonding to the ?bers 
causing decoupling betWeen the ?bers and the matrix, Which 
results in the CMC not becoming brittle up to 2000° F. 

[0058] By in?ltrating the matrix material directly into the 
outer fabric layer of the blanket rather than adding supple 
mental layers of fabric or secondary layers of CMC material, 
the overall Weight of the blanket is reduced. At the same 
time, by preventing the ceramic matrix material from form 
ing Within the batting of the blanket, the formation of an 
unnecessarily thick or non-uniform CMC layer is prevented 
and the full insulating capacity of the batting is maintained. 

[0059] Many modi?cations and other embodiments of the 
invention Will come to mind to one skilled in the art to Which 
this invention pertains having the bene?t of the teachings 
presented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated 
draWings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention 
is not to be limited to the speci?c embodiments disclosed 
and that modi?cations and other embodiments are intended 
to be included Within the scope of the appended claims. 
Although speci?c terms are employed herein, they are used 
in a generic and descriptive sense only and not for purposes 
of limitation. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A ?exible insulation blanket having an outer ceramic 

matrix composite layer With a smooth surface, said blanket 
comprising: 

an outer ceramic matrix composite (CMC) layer com 
prised of 

a ceramic fabric; 

a ceramic matrix material incorporated in and around 
the ?bers of the ceramic fabric; 

an inner ceramic fabric layer; and, 

a batting layer provided betWeen the outer and inner 
layers; 

Wherein the outer layer, batting, and inner layer are 
quilted together to form a unitary blanket. 
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2. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the outer ceramic 
fabric is comprised of multiple plies of fabric. 

3. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the ceramic fabric is 
Woven from aluminoborosilicate, alumina, mullite, and sili 
con carbide. 

4. The blanket of claim 3, Wherein the outer ceramic 
fabric layer is Woven from an aluminoborosilicate ?ber. 

5. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the outer ceramic 
fabric layer has a thickness of about 0.01 inches to 0.06 
inches. 

6. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the batting is composed 
of ceramic selected from alumina, silica, mullite, Zirconia, or 
a combination thereof. 

7. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the inner ceramic 
fabric is Woven from ?bers selected from aluminoborosili 
cate, alumina, mullite, S-glass, and E-glass. 

8. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the ceramic matrix 
material contains an emissivity agent. 

9. The blanket of claim 8, Wherein the emissivity agent is 
SiC. 

10. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the edges of the outer 
fabric layer are turned toWard the inner surface of the 
blanket such that the edges of the outer fabric layer cover at 
least a portion of the edge of the blanket. 

11. The blanket of claim 1, Wherein the ceramic matrix 
material is aluminum silicate, alumina, silica, mullite, cordi 
erite, silicon carbide, silicon nitride and black glass. 

12. A method of producing a ?exible insulation blanket 
having a ceramic matrix composite in?ltrated layer With a 
smooth surface, said method comprising: 

layering, respectively, an outer ceramic fabric layer, a 
batting layer, and a inner ceramic fabric layer; 

quilting said layers to form a ?exible insulation blanket; 

in?ltrating said outer fabric layer of said blanket With a 
pre-ceramic slurry; 

compressing the blanket in the direction of thickness of 
the blanket by applying pressure to said outer layer of 
the blanket With a smoothly surfaced plate; 

curing said pre-ceramic slurry; and 

sintering the in?ltrated outer ceramic layer to form a 
ceramic matrix composite layer. 

13. The method of claim 12, Wherein the outer ceramic 
fabric layer is comprised of multiple plies of fabric. 

14. The method of claim 12, Wherein the ceramic ?ber is 
selected from aluminoborosilicate, alumina, mullite and 
silicon carbide. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein the outer ceramic 
fabric layer is Woven from an aluminoborosilicate ?ber. 

16. The method of claim 12, Wherein the outer ceramic 
fabric layer has a thickness of about 0.01 inches to 0.06 
inches. 

17. The method of claim 12, Wherein the batting is 
composed of ceramic selected from alumina, silica, mullite, 
Zirconia, or a combination thereof. 

18. The method of claim 12, Wherein the inner ceramic 
?ber layer is Woven from ?bers selected from aluminoboro 
silicate, alumina, and mullite, S-glass, and E-glass. 

19. The method of claim 12, Wherein the pre-ceramic 
slurry is in?ltrated Within the outer fabric layer of the 
blanket by soaking the fabric Within the slurry. 
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20. The method of claim 12, wherein the pre-ceramic 
slurry is in?ltrated Within the outer fabric layer of the 
blanket by applying the slurry by brushing, spraying, or 
sponging. 

21. The method of claim 12, Wherein the pre-ceramic 
slurry is a suspension of 

aluminum silicate, 

a thermoplastic resin, and 

a solvent selected from acetone and alcohol. 
22. The method of claim 12, Wherein said slurry has a 

ceramic component and a solvent component, and Wherein 
the method further comprises the step of alloWing the 
solvent component of the pre-ceramic slurry to evaporate, 
resulting in a slurry With a paste-like consistency, prior to 
compression of the blanket. 

23. The method of claim 12, further comprising the step 
of applying a releasing agent to the outer surface of the 
in?ltrated fabric layer prior to compressing the blanket. 

24. The method of claim 12, Wherein the step of curing the 
pre-ceramic slurry occurs betWeen about 100° F. and about 
350° F. 

25. The method of claim 12, Wherein the step of sintering 
the ceramic matrix occurs at betWeen about 400° F. and 
1200° F. for a time period of about 1 hour to 5 hours. 

26. The method of claim 25, Wherein the step of sintering 
occurs at a temperature about 1000° F. for about 2 hours. 

May 20, 2004 

27. The method of claim 12, further comprising the step 
of turning the edges of the fabric layer toWard the inner 
surface of the blanket such that the edges of the outer fabric 
layer cover at least a portion of the edge of the blanket. 

28. The method of claim 12, further comprising releasing 
said compression betWeen said curing and sintering steps. 

29. Amethod of constructing a ceramic matrix composite 
(CMC) in?ltrated ?exible insulation blanket having a 
smooth surface, comprising: 

laminating an outer ceramic fabric layer, a batting layer, 
and a inner ceramic fabric layer; 

seWing the laminate to form a quilted blanket having an 
outer surface corresponding to the outer fabric layer 
and an inner surface corresponding to the inner fabric 
layer; 

applying an uncured ceramic matrix material to the outer 
surface of the blanket; 

placing the blanket under pressure in the direction of 
thickness of the blanket; 

curing said ceramic matrix material to form a CMC layer 
With the outer fabric layer of the blanket; 

releasing said pressure; and 

sintering the CMC layer of the blanket. 

* * * * * 


