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(57) ABSTRACT 

Aspherical ornament having ?rst and second message ?elds, 
Wherein the ?rst message ?eld has a dark ?eld With at least 
one star superimposed thereon and a striped ?eld proximate 
to the dark ?eld, and the second ?eld contains a second 
message. In a preferred embodiment, the dark ?eld is a blue 
equilateral triangle With a plurality of White stars, and is 
contacted on at least tWo sides by a ?eld of red stripes on a 
White background. In a preferred embodiment, the ornament 
is an antenna ball, dangler, or pen and pencil topper, having 
a diameter betWeen about 1 and about 2 inches. The second 
message ?eld can be used to advertise a business entity or 
cause, or send another desired message. A unique spring 
mount, advertising method, and advertising devices are also 
disclosed. 

404 



Patent Application Publication May 20, 2004 Sheet 1 0f 3 US 2004/0093781 A1 

100 ‘ 

FIG. 1 FIG. 2 

114 

FIG. 3 FIG. 4 



Patent Application Publication May 20, 2004 Sheet 2 0f 3 US 2004/0093781 A1 

FIG. 6 ' 



Patent Application Publication May 20, 2004 Sheet 3 0f 3 US 2004/0093781 A1 

404 

FIG. 7 



US 2004/0093781 A1 

FLAG-INSPIRED ORNAMENT WITH 
INFORMATION FIELD, MOBILE ADVERTISING 
ORNAMENT HAVING FIRST AND SECOND 
MESSAGE FIELDS, AND SPRING MOUNTS 

THEREFORE 

PRIORITY 

[0001] This application, claims priority of US. Provi 
sional Patent Application Serial No. 60/393,510, ?led Jun. 
28, 2002, Which is speci?cally incorporated by reference as 
if reproduced in full beloW. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to devices and methods for 
providing information, and in a particular embodiment is 
directed to a United States Flag-inspired spherical ornament 
conveying a patriotic message having an information ?eld 
for communicating additional information. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Flags in Advertising 

[0004] Advertisers and others desiring to communicate a 
message must ?nd a Way to gain the attention of the public. 
This is frequently done by use of familiar images and 
personalities. Patriotic images and the message they convey 
can be particularly effective in attracting attention. For 
example, US. ?ags are ?oWn at many business establish 
ments in the United States to send a patriotic message and 
to draW attention to the establishment. In other Words, a 
familiar or popular message is used to draW attention to less 
familiar messages. Further, U.S. ?ag-inspired garments are 
noW seen throughout the World, as are those inspired by the 
?ags of other nations. Flag bumper stickers and miniature 
?ags are ubiquitous, re?ecting a desire shared by many 
individuals to demonstrate their support for the message 
conveyed by the corresponding ?ag. It is also common to see 
French, Mexican or other type of foods and restaurants being 
marketed by use of a colored pattern inspired by the French 
?ag, Mexican ?ag, or other national ?ag. 

[0005] Antenna Balls in Advertising 

[0006] Antenna balls are small spherical ornaments that 
are mounted on the top of an antenna shaft. They have been 
used by gas stations, fast food chains and other franchises to 
advertise their services for many years. Over the past feW 
years, antenna balls have increased in popularity. More and 
more businesses use the balls as a marketing tool by placing 
their name, trademark, and/or advertising slogan on the 
balls, or by decorating and/or shaping the balls to look like 
unique characters that are associated With their company’s 
identity. 

[0007] For cars that do not have an antenna, antenna balls, 
knoWn as danglers, are available With a loop that can be used 
to hang the ornament from the rear vieW mirror of a car, 
among other places. There are a variety of other uses of 
antenna balls, such as for pen and pencil toppers. 

[0008] Antenna “balls” noW come in non-spherical sculp 
tures, some With unique “personalities.” COOLBALLS® 
antenna balls, danglers, and toppers, are the best examples 
of this creative trend. COOLBALLS® of San Carlos, Calif., 
founded by Lisa Sievers, is a leader in the creation of 
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fanciful and fun antenna balls, danglers, and toppers that 
alloW people to express their personality in their car, school 
and office. Their “cool” designs are vieWable at http:// 
WWW.coolballs.com. 

[0009] COOLBALLS® offers ancillary products. Various 
examples of embodiments of antenna balls and picture 
frames are provided at the Web site http://WWW.cool 
balls.com, or can be obtained from promotional literature 
provided by COOLBALLS® of San Carlos, Calif. 

[0010] While increasing numbers of companies have used 
antenna balls as marketing tools, it is necessary to draW 
attention to the ornament to get the advertising message 
noticed, creating a need for such ornaments to appeal to 
greater percentages of members of the public. Thus, there is 
a need to improve the ability of antenna balls, danglers, 
toppers and other ornaments to send a message as desired by 
the sender. Further, there is a need to ?nd other Ways in 
Which to display such ornaments. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] In an embodiment, an antenna ball, dangler, or 
topper is provided having a patterned portion for sending a 
?rst or popular message, and a second portion for sending a 
customiZed message. In a preferred embodiment, the popu 
lar message is a patriotic message embodied in a pattern 
inspired by a national ?ag. The second portion comprises an 
information ?eld, in Which a second message desired to be 
communicated is placed. 

[0012] In another aspect, the present invention is directed 
to a spring mount With a surface attachment mechanism for 
displaying the ornaments of the present invention on a Wide 
variety of surfaces. The spring mount may also be used to 
create a unique display device, in Which a picture frame is 
mounted on the spring mount. 

[0013] The present invention may be better understood by 
reference to the ?gures and further detailed description 
beloW. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0014] FIGS. 1 through 4 are a front, back, side and top 
vieW of an exemplary antenna ball formed in accordance 
With the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 5 is a side elevation vieW of a spring mount 
in accordance With the present invention. 

[0016] FIGS. 6 is a vieW of COOLBALLS®“antenna 
balls” mounted on a spring mount of the type illustrated in 
FIG. 5. 

[0017] FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a variety of COOL 
BALLS® COOLTOPPERS® picture frames mounted on a 
spring mount of the type illustrated in FIG. 5. 

FURTHER DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0018] American Flag-Inspired Embodiment 

[0019] With reference to FIGS. 1 through 4, an embodi 
ment of an ornament in accordance With the present inven 
tion is provided. Sphere 10 has a ?rst message portion 100 
and a second message portion 200. First message portion 
100 is inspired by the ?ag of the United States of America, 
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and includes a dark ?eld 110 upon Which light colored stars 
112 are superimposed, and a striped ?eld 114. Striped ?eld 
114 contacts tWo sides of the dark ?eld 110. In a preferred 
embodiment, dark ?eld 110 is blue, stars 112 are White, and 
the stripes are red upon a background of the same White hue 
as stars 112. Striped ?eld 114 is preferably three sided, rather 
than four sided, Which the present inventor discovered better 
accommodate the curvature of sphere 10. 

[0020] Second message portion 200 can be smaller or 
larger than shoWn in the Figures, and can be of a solid color 
or a uniform pattern. It may include a border to highlight the 
transition from the ?rst ?eld, or the transition can be via a 
gradual blending of the ?eld edges. In a preferred embodi 
ment, second message portion 200 is White. An exemplary 
message USA. is provided in FIG. 4 just to demonstrate 
hoW an image could be displayed. HoWever, the message is 
considered redundant in the vieW of the patriotic message 
already sent by the ?ag. In embodiments of the present 
invention, advertisements, trademarks, company names, or 
other messages appear in the information or second ?eld. 
Hence, the Well knoWn American Flag inspired design in the 
?rst ?eld acts to draW the attention of vieWers to the lesser 
knoWn message in the second ?eld. 

[0021] Generally antenna balls, danglers and toppers have 
a diameter of betWeen 1 and 2 inches, but much larger or 
smaller siZes are envisioned for ornaments in accordance 
With the present invention. For example, key chains could 
incorporate smaller siZes, and balloons and large balls for 
sports can be made. As the balls get smaller, the siZe of the 
?elds, stripes, and stars Would be reduced. Further, the 
number of stars might be altered. For example, for a sphere 
having a diameter of about 1 1/2 to about 1 % inches, the 
present inventor has found that a plurality of stars ranging 
from about 2 to about 10 is optimum, and in a preferred 
embodiment six stars are used. Larger or smaller numbers of 
stars can be used, and Will likely increase for larger spheres. 

[0022] In a preferred embodiment, ornaments of the 
present invention are formed of ethyl vinyl acetate (EVA). 
HoWever, other materials may be used. For example, an 
ornament for a key chain could be made of metal or glass or 
other more durable material. 

[0023] For a sphere having a diameter of about 1 % inches, 
the present inventor has found that a plurality of stripes, 
ranging from about 2 to about 10 is optimum. The number 
of stripes can increase With sphere siZe. The present inventor 
has also found that, Where the dark ?eld is three sided, the 
striped ?eld should preferably contact the right side 116 of 
the dark ?eld and its base 118. In a preferred embodiment, 
there are six White stars on a blue background, preferably 
arranged so that three stars are parallel to each side, and at 
least three red stripes on a White background. The dark ?eld 
in a preferred embodiment has three sides of equal length 
(approximating an equilateral triangle) Wherein the length is 
about 1A of the sphere circumference, thus resulting in a dark 
?eld contiguously covering about Vs of the surface of the 
sphere. Referring to FIGS. 1 through 4, it can be seen that 
in a preferred embodiment, the striped ?eld takes up 3/8 of the 
surface of the sphere With the combined dark ?eld and 
striped ?eld covering about one hemisphere (i.e., half of the 
sphere surface area). 
[0024] Flags of Other Nations 
[0025] In an alternative embodiment, the ?ags of other 
nations are used to inspire designs for the ?rst message ?eld 
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(the ?rst message portion may also be referred to as “the 
familiar message ?eld” or “the attention grabbing ?eld”), or 
the entire ?ag of a nation may cover all or a substantial part 
of a sphere With a second or target message ?eld being 
formed by the area of the sphere not covered by the ?ag 
design or ?ag-inspired design, or in the alternative the 
second message ?eld can be superimposed on an area of the 
?rst message ?eld. 

[0026] Famous Characters, Personalities, Works of Art, 
and Trademarks 

[0027] In an alternative embodiment of the present inven 
tion, famous or popular characters, personalities, trade 
marks, and/or Works. of art can be used as the ?rst message 
?eld to draW attention to the ornament. For example, in an 
embodiment, a COOLBALLS® Cool Sun design comprises 
a sphere upon Which sunglasses are mounted. An informa 
tion ?eld can be included on the opposite side of the sphere 
from the sunglasses, Which may be of the same color as the 
rest of the sphere, With the image or Words in a contrasting 
color. 

[0028] It is noted that many antenna balls include a 
copyright notice or other indication of origin around or near 
a mounting hole in the bottom of the sphere. This notice 
must be distinguished from the ?rst and second ?elds of the 
present invention, as the notice is located in a position 
designed not to distract from the general appearance and 
principal message sent by the ball; hence the ?rst ?eld is 
designed to draW attention to the second ?eld Without the 
“notice ?eld” substantially detracting attention from either 
the ?rst or second ?elds. For example, the notice on COOL 
BALLS® antenna balls is only about 0.5 inches in diameter, 
and is located on the “bottom” of the ball Where the antenna 
mast receptacle is located. In contrast, the ?rst message ?eld 
of the present invention is designed to draW attention to the 
ornament and to consequently draW attention to the message 
contained in the second message ?eld. Thus, it is to be 
understood that the present invention excludes provision of 
such notices in an area preferably consuming no more than 
about 2 square inches, and most preferably about 0.8 square 
inches, on a sphere having a diameter of about 1.75 inches, 
With the notice excluded hereby having a proportionate ratio 
of siZe to sphere surface area as the siZe increases or 
decreases. In the alternative, such a “notice” message can be 
considered as a third message. 

[0029] The present invention also excludes redundant ?rst 
and second message ?elds, such as Where at least one of a 
character, name, symbol or logo associated by the public 
With a company, nation, cause, or entity is present in a ?rst 
?eld and at least one of a character, name, symbol or logo 
associated by the public With a company, nation, cause, or 
entity is present in a second ?eld, With no further message 
appearing in either ?eld. In the alternative, Where the 
ornament ?rst message is a trademark, character, slogan, 
design, personality or art Work associated With a particular 
company, the “notice” can be considered as a third message. 
The term “Well knoWn message” in referring to a ?rst 
message ?eld on an advertising ornament of the present 
invention refers to a message that a segment of a population 
likely to vieW the ornament Will consciously or uncon 
sciously recogniZe as having some familiarity. For example, 
the ?ags of countries or other entities or colored patterns 
representative thereof, famous brands, and/or famous char 
acters Would constitute a “Well knoWn message.” 
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[0030] In a preferred embodiment, an ornament is used to 
link separate branded items. For example, a movie charac 
ter’s likeness could be used as a ?rst ?eld, With a second 
?eld draWing attention to an upcoming movie, or the name 
and/or image of an item for sale or of interest, such as a car, 
clothing, beverage, or Website. 

[0031] Statistically, a “Well knoWn message” can be linked 
to marketing surveys in target markets, de?ned by geo 
graphical, age, and socioeconomic groupings. For example, 
in a particular geographical area, and for a prede?ned 
socioeconomic group of a prede?ned age range, a survey 
shoWing that at least 1% of such group, and most preferably 
at least 10%, have some familiarity With a ?rst message 
?eld, Would qualify the ?eld as Well knoWn. Familiarity does 
not require that the vieWer can identify the ?rst ?eld or the 
source, rather that it elicits some familiarity suf?cient to 
attract attention to the second ?eld. For example, a ?rst ?eld 
shoWing a Well knoWn cartoon character could be used on a 
vehicular antenna ornament With a second ?eld directed to 
a Wide variety of commercial product or other messages. 

[0032] Thus, the present invention also discloses a neW 
and unique method of mobile advertising, Wherein for 
example antenna ornaments (Which shall include mirror 
danglers) include a ?rst Well knoWn ?eld to attract attention 
to a second unknoWn or lesser knoWn information ?eld. In 
an embodiment of the present invention, a ?rst Well knoWn 
mark of a ?rst commercial entity, or other character or 
design associated With a ?rst commercial entity is provided 
in the ?rst ?eld, With a second message directed to a second 
commercial entity. Hence, in accordance With the present 
invention a movie studio or publisher can license its char 
acters for use in the ?rst ?eld of an antenna ball to a second 
commercial entity, Wherein a message from the second 
commercial entity is included in the second ?eld. Famous 
athletes or teams could also use their images or emblems as 
the ?rst ?eld. In an embodiment, the second ?eld includes a 
message directed to a product of a third party that has paid 
a fee to the oWner of intellectual property rights in the 
movie, cartoon character, or other creative device used in the 
?rst ?eld to use said character. 

[0033] Spring Mount 

[0034] In an embodiment of the present invention, the 
ornaments of the present invention can be displayed on a 
variety of surfaces via use of a unique spring mount. 
Referring to FIG. 5, an embodiment of a spring mount of the 
present invention is depicted. The mount 300 comprises a 
stand 310 With an adhesive and/or other surface attachment 
mechanism 320 (e.g., magnet, suction cup, or VELCRO®) 
that has a top surface that connects to and supports a ?exible 
and. resilient shaft 330, Which in a preferred embodiment is 
made of a tightly coiled Wire. 

[0035] The diameter of the coil approximates that of 
standard antenna stalks. In a preferred embodiment, the shaft 
is about 1A inch in diameter, and has about 6 coils per inch. 
The base can be of plastic, such as a % inch diameter disk 
335, With a mounting sleeve 340 into Which the bottom of 
the spring shaft is inserted. An adhesive can be applied to the 
bottom of the base, and covered With a polymeric sheet that 
can be removed by the user to attach the mount to a surface. 
A ?at magnetic sheet-can be adhered to the bottom of the 
base to permit attachment to ferromagnetic materials, such 
as steel ?ling cabinets, etc. 
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[0036] With reference to FIGS. 6, 7 and 8, a sculpture, 
such as antenna ball 400 and antenna ball 402, or a display 
device, such as a picture frame 404, can be detachably 
mounted on the top of the ?exible shaft. The ?exibility of the 
shaft permits very small surface vibrations and air move 
ments in the surrounding environment to move the ball or 
picture frame, thus increasing the amount of attention draWn 
to the ornament or picture frame. To some, it gives the 
appearance that the ornament or person in a picture is 
Waving at you. With reference to FIG. 7, in a preferred 
embodiment, a variety of fancifully shaped picture frames 
available from COOLBALLS® are mounted on the shaft. 
Preferred picture frames are formed of EVA polymer. 

[0037] A preferred embodiment of a spring mount of the 
present invention is the COOLBALLS® BUDDIESTM 
spring mount, available from COOLBALLS®. 

[0038] While exemplary embodiments of the present 
invention have been set forth above, it is to be understood 
that the pioneer inventions disclosed herein may be con 
structed or used otherWise than as speci?cally described. 

1. A spherical ornament having ?rst and second message 
?elds, Wherein said ?rst message ?eld has a dark ?eld With 
at least one star superimposed thereon and a striped ?eld 
proximate to said dark ?eld, and said second ?eld contains 
a second message. 

2. The ornament of claim 1, Wherein said sphere has a 
diameter of betWeen about 1 inch and about 2 inches. 

3. The ornament of claim 1, Wherein said dark ?eld is blue 
in color, has three sides, and has betWeen 2 and about 10 
stars. 

4. The ornament of claim 3, Wherein said dark ?eld has 6 
stars. 

5. The ornament of claim 4, Wherein said striped ?eld has 
at least three red stripes on a White background. 

6. The ornament of claim 3, Wherein said dark ?eld has 
three sides of about equal length and covers about Vs of the 
sphere circumference. 

7. The ornament of claim 6, Wherein said striped ?eld 
takes up about 3/8 of the surface of the sphere. 

8. The ornament of claim 7, Wherein at least tWo sides of 
said striped ?eld contact said dark ?eld, Wherein the com 
bined area covered by said dark ?eld and said stripped ?eld 
is about 1/2 of the surface area of said sphere. 

9. The ornament of claim 1, detachably mounted on a 
spring mount, said mount comprising a base, a shaft, and 
surface attachment mechanism, said base having a top and 
a bottom, said shaft being ?exible and resilient projecting 
from said top of said base, and said attachment mechanism 
being attached to said bottom of said base. 

10. A spring mounted display, comprising 

a spring mount, said mount comprising a base, a shaft, and 
a surface attachment mechanism, said base having a top 
and a bottom, said shaft having a top and a bottom and 
being ?exible and resilient, said bottom of said shaft 
being connected to and projecting from said top of said 
base, and said attachment mechanism being attached to 
said bottom of said base, 

Wherein said shaft is formed of a coiled Wire, and 

a display, said display having a frame and an image 
display area, said frame having a receptacle for receiv 
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ing and gripping said shaft, wherein said frame can be 
mounted on a surface via said spring mount. 

11. The display of claim 10, Wherein said frame is made 
of ethyl vinyl acetate. 

12. The display of claim 10, Wherein said shaft is about 1A 
inch in diameter, and has about 6 coils per inch. 

13. The display of claim 11, Wherein said shaft is about 1A 
inch in diameter, and has about 6 coils per inch. 

14. An advertising ornament having ?rst and second 
message ?elds suitable for mounting on a vehicle antenna or 
hanging from a vehicle rear vieW mirror, Wherein said ?rst 
message ?eld has a ?rst Well knoWn message, and said 
second ?eld contains a second message different from the 
?rst message. 

15. The advertising ornament of claim 14, Wherein said 
?rst message ?eld incorporates a movie character, and said 
second message ?eld contains a reference to a movie. 

16. The advertising ornament of claim 15, Wherein said 
movie character is Well knoWn prior to the production of the 
ornament. 

17. The advertising ornament of claim 14, Wherein said 
?rst ?eld includes a cartoon character. 
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18. The advertising ornament of claim 14, Wherein said 
?rst ?eld includes a movie or cartoon character, and said 
second ?eld includes a message directed to a product of a 

third party that has paid a fee to the oWner of intellectual 
property rights in the movie or cartoon character to use said 
character in the said message ?eld. 

19. The advertising ornament of claim 14, further com 
prising a detachable mount for mounting said ornament for 
display on a surface. 

20. The advertising ornament of claim 19, Wherein said 
mount comprises a base, a shaft, and a surface attachment 
mechanism, said base having a top and a bottom, said shaft 
having a top and a bottom and being ?exible and resilient, 
said bottom of said shaft being connected to and projecting 
from said top of said base, and said attachment mechanism 
being attached to said bottom of said base, and Wherein said 
shaft is formed of a coiled Wire. 


