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(57) ABSTRACT 

An instruction set architecture (ISA) for application speci?c 
signal processor (ASSP) is tailored to digital signal process 
ing applications. The instruction set architecture imple 
mented With the ASSP, is adapted to DSP algorithmic 
structures. The instruction Word of the ISA is typically 20 
bits but can be expanded to 40-bits to control tWo instruc 
tions to be executed in series or parallel. All DSP instruc 
tions of the ISA are dyadic DSP instructions performing tWo 
operations With one instruction in one cycle. The DSP 
instructions or operations in the preferred embodiment 
include a multiply instruction (MULT), an addition instruc 
tion (ADD), a minimize/maximize instruction (MIN/MAX) 
also referred to as an extrema instruction, and a no operation 
instruction (NOP) each having an associated operation code 
(“opcode”). The present invention ef?ciently executes DSP 
instructions by means of the instruction set architecture and 
the hardWare architecture of the application speci?c signal 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR INSTRUCTION 
SET ARCHITECTURE HAVING DYADIC DIGITAL 

SIGNAL PROCESSING INSTRUCTIONS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to the instruction 
set architectures (ISA) of processors. More particularly, the 
invention relates to instruction set architectures for the 
execution of operations Within a signal processing integrated 
circuit. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Single chip digital signal processing devices (DSP) 
are relatively Well knoWn. DSPs generally are distinguished 
from general purpose microprocessors in that DSPs typically 
support accelerated arithmetic operations by including a 
dedicated multiplier and accumulator (MAC) for performing 
multiplication of digital numbers. The instruction set for a 
typical DSP device usually includes a MAC instruction for 
performing multiplication of neW operands and addition 
With a prior accumulated value stored Within an accumulator 
register. A MAC instruction is typically the only instruction 
provided in prior art digital signal processors Where tWo 
DSP operations, multiply folloWed by add, are performed by 
the execution of one instruction. HoWever, When performing 
signal processing functions on data it is often desirable to 
perform other DSP operations in varying combinations. 

[0003] An area Where DSPs may be utiliZed is in telecom 
munication systems. One use of DSPs in telecommunication 
systems is digital ?ltering. In this case a DSP is typically 
programmed With instructions to implement some ?lter 
function in the digital or time domain. The mathematical 
algorithm for a typical ?nite impulse response (FIR) ?lter 
may look like the equation Yn=h0XO+h1X1+h2X2+ . . . 

+hNXN Where hn are ?xed ?lter coefficients numbering from 
1 to N and Xn are the data samples. The equation Yn may be 
evaluated by using a softWare program. HoWever in some 
applications, it is necessary that the equation be evaluated as 
fast as possible. One Way to do this is to perform the 
computations using hardWare components such as a DSP 
device programmed to compute the equation Yn. In order to 
further speed the process, it is desirable to vectoriZe the 
equation and distribute the computation amongst multiple 
DSPs such that the ?nal result is obtained more quickly. The 
multiple DSPs operate in parallel to speed the computation 
process. In this case, the multiplication of terms is spread 
across the multipliers of the DSPs equally for simultaneous 
computations of terms. The adding of terms is similarly 
spread equally across the adders of the DSPs for simulta 
neous computations. In vectoriZed processing, the order of 
processing terms is unimportant since the combination is 
associative. If the processing order of the terms is altered, it 
has no effect on the ?nal result expected in a vectoriZed 
processing of a function. 

[0004] In typical micro processors, a MAC operation 
Would require a multiply instruction and an add instruction 
to perform both multiplication and addition. To perform 
these tWo instructions Would require tWo processing cycles. 
Additionally, a program Written for the typical micro pro 
cessor Would require a larger program memory in order to 
store the extra instructions necessary to perform the MAC 
operation. In prior art DSP devices, if a DSP operation other 
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than a MAC DSP instruction need be performed, the opera 
tion requires separate arithmetic instructions programmed 
into program memory. These separate arithmetic instruc 
tions in prior art DSPs similarly require increased program 
memory space and processing cycles to perform the opera 
tion When compared to a single MAC instruction. It is 
desirable to reduce the number of processing cycles When 
performing DSP operations. It is desirable to reduce pro 
gram memory requirements as Well. 

[0005] DSPs are often programmed in a loop to continu 
ously perform accelerated arithmetic functions including a 
MAC instruction using different operands. Often times, 
multiple arithmetic instructions are programmed in a loop to 
operate on the same data set. The same arithmetic instruction 
is often executed over and over in a loop using different 
operands. Additionally, each time one instruction is com 
pleted, another instruction is fetched from the program 
stored in memory during a fetch cycle. Fetch cycles require 
one or more cycle times to access a memory before instruc 
tion execution occurs. Because circuits change state during 
a fetch cycle, poWer is consumed and thus it is desirable to 
reduce the number of fetch cycles. Typically, approximately 
tWenty percent of poWer consumption may be utiliZed in the 
set up and clean up operations of a loop in order to execute 
DSP instructions. Typically, the loop execution Where signal 
processing of data is performed consumes approximately 
eighty percent of poWer consumption With a signi?cant 
portion being due to instruction fetching. Additionally, 
because data sets that a DSP device process are usually 
large, it is also desirable to speed instruction execution by 
avoiding frequent fetch cycles to memory. 

[0006] Additionally, the quality of service over a tele 
phone system often relates to the processing speed of 
signals. That is particularly the case When a DSP is to 
provide voice processing, such as voice compression, voice 
decompression, and echo cancellation for multiple channels. 
More recently, processing speed has become even more 
important because of the desire to transmit voice aggregated 
With data in a packetiZed form for communication over 
packetiZed netWorks. Delays in processing the packetiZed 
voice signal tend to result in the degradation of signal quality 
on receiving ends. 

[0007] It is desirable to provide improved processing of 
voice and data signals to enhance the quality of voice and 
data communication over packetiZed netWorks. It is desir 
able to improve the efficiency of using computing resources 
When performing signal processing functions. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] Brie?y, the present invention includes a method, 
apparatus and system as described in the claims. Multiple 
application speci?c signal processor (ASSP) having the 
instruction set architecture of the present invention, includ 
ing the dyadic DSP instructions, are provided Within gate 
Ways in communication systems to provide improved voice 
and data communication over a packetiZed netWork. Each 
ASSP includes a serial interface, a buffer memory, and four 
core processors for each to simultaneously process multiple 
channels of voice or data. Each core processor preferably 
includes a reduced instruction set computer (RISC) proces 
sor and four signal processing units (SPs). Each SP includes 
multiple arithmetic blocks to simultaneously process mul 
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tiple voice and data communication signal samples for 
communication over IP, ATM, Frame Relay or other pack 
etiZed network. The four signal processing units can execute 
the digital signal processing algorithms in parallel. Each 
ASSP is ?exible and can be programmed to perform many 
netWork functions or data/voice processing functions, 
including voice and data compression/decompression in 
telecommunications systems (such as CODECs) particularly 
packetiZed telecommunication networks, simply by altering 
the softWare program controlling the commands executed by 
the ASSP. 

[0009] An instruction set architecture for the ASSP is 
tailored to digital signal processing applications including 
audio and speech processing such as compression/decom 
pression and echo cancellation. The instruction set architec 
ture implemented With the ASSP, is adapted to DSP algo 
rithmic structures. This adaptation of the ISA of the present 
invention to DSP algorithmic structures balances the ease of 
implementation, processing efficiency, and programmability 
of DSP algorithms. The instruction set architecture may be 
vieWed as being tWo component parts, one (RISC ISA) 
corresponding to the RISC control unit and another (DSP 
ISA) to the DSP datapaths of the signal processing units 300. 
The RISC ISA is a register based architecture including 
16-registers Within the register ?le 413, While the DSP ISA 
is a memory based architecture With efficient digital signal 
processing instructions. The instruction Word for the ASSP 
is typically 20 bits but can be expanded to 40-bits to control 
tWo instructions to be executed in series or parallel, such as 
tWo RISC control instructions and extended DSP instruc 
tions. The instruction set architecture of the ASSP has four 
distinct types of instructions to optimiZe the DSP operational 
mix. These are (1) a 20-bit DSP instruction that uses mode 
bits in control registers (i.e. mode registers), (2) a 40-bit DSP 
instruction having control extensions that can override mode 
registers, (3) a 20-bit dyadic DSP instruction, and (4) a 40 
bit dyadic DSP instruction. These instructions are for accel 
erating calculations Within the core processor of the type 
Where D=[(A op1 B) op2 C] and each of “opl” and “op2” 
can be a multiply, add, extremum (min/max) or other primi 
tive DSP class of operation on the three operands A, B, and 
C. The ISA of the ASSP Which accelerates these calculations 
alloWs ef?cient chaining of different combinations of opera 
tions. 

[0010] All DSP instructions of the instruction set archi 
tecture of the ASSP are dyadic DSP instructions to execute 
tWo operations in one instruction With one cycle throughput. 
A dyadic DSP instruction is a combination of tWo basic DSP 
operations in one instruction and includes a main DSP 
operation (MAIN OP) and a sub DSP operation (SUB OP). 
Generally, the instruction set architecture of the present 
invention can be generaliZed to combining any pair of basic 
DSP operations to provide very poWerful dyadic instruction 
combinations. The DSP arithmetic instructions or operations 
in the preferred embodiment include a multiply instruction 
(MULT), an addition instruction (ADD), a minimiZe/maxi 
miZe instruction (MIN/MAX) also referred to as an extrema 
instruction, and a no operation instruction (NOP) each 
having an associated operation code (“opcode”). The present 
invention ef?ciently executes these dyadic DSP instructions 
by means of the instruction set architecture and the hardWare 
architecture of the application speci?c signal processor. For 
example, the DSP instructions can process vector data or 
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scalar data automatically using a single instruction and 
provide the appropriate vector or scalar output results. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1A is a block diagram of a system utiliZing 
the present invention. 

[0012] FIG. 1B is a block diagram of a printed circuit 
board utiliZing the present invention Within the gateWays of 
the system in FIG. 1A. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the Application 
Speci?c Signal Processor (ASSP) of the present invention. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an instance of the core 
processors Within the ASSP of the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the RISC processing 
unit Within the core processors of FIG. 3. 

[0016] FIG. 5A is a block diagram of an instance of the 
signal processing units Within the core processors of FIG. 3. 

[0017] FIG. 5B is a more detailed block diagram of FIG. 
5A illustrating the bus structure of the signal processing unit. 

[0018] FIG. 6A is an exemplary instruction sequence 
illustrating a program model for DSP algorithms employing 
the instruction set architecture of the present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 6B is a chart illustrating the permutations of 
the dyadic DSP instructions. 

[0020] FIG. 6C is an exemplary bitmap for a control 
extended dyadic DSP instruction. 

[0021] FIG. 6D is an exemplary bitmap for a non-ex 
tended dyadic DSP instruction. 

[0022] FIGS. 6E and 6F list the set of 20-bit instructions 
for the ISA of the present invention. 

[0023] FIG. 6G lists the set of extended control instruc 
tions for the ISA of the present invention. 

[0024] FIG. 6H lists the set of 40-bit DSP instructions for 
the ISA of the present invention. 

[0025] FIG. 61 lists the set of addressing instructions for 
the ISA of the present invention. 

[0026] FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating the instruc 
tion decoding and con?guration of the functional blocks of 
the signal processing units. 

[0027] Like reference numbers and designations in the 
draWings indicate like elements providing similar function 
ality. A letter after a reference designator number represents 
an instance of an element having the reference designator 
number. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0028] In the folloWing detailed description of the present 
invention, numerous speci?c details are set forth in order to 
provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. 
HoWever, it Will be obvious to one skilled in the art that the 
present invention may be practiced Without these speci?c 
details. In other instances Well knoWn methods, procedures, 
components, and circuits have not been described in detail 
so as not to unnecessarily obscure aspects of the present 
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invention. Furthermore, the present invention Will be 
described in particular embodiments but may be imple 
mented in hardWare, softWare, ?rmWare or a combination 
thereof 

[0029] Multiple application speci?c signal processors 
(ASSPs) having the instruction set architecture of the 
present invention, including dyadic DSP instructions, are 
provided Within gateWays in communication systems to 
provide improved voice and data communication over a 
packetiZed netWork. Each ASSP includes a serial interface, 
a buffer memory and four core processors in order to 
simultaneously process multiple channels of voice or data. 
Each core processor preferably includes a reduced instruc 
tion set computer (RISC) processor and four signal process 
ing units (SPs). Each SP includes multiple arithmetic blocks 
to simultaneously process multiple voice and data commu 
nication signal samples for communication over IP, ATM, 
Frame Relay, or other packetiZed netWork. The four signal 
processing units can execute digital signal processing algo 
rithms in parallel. Each ASSP is ?exible and can be pro 
grammed to perform many netWork functions or data/voice 
processing functions, including voice and data compression/ 
decompression in telecommunication systems (such as 
CODECs), particularly packetiZed telecommunication net 
Works, simply by altering the softWare program controlling 
the commands executed by the ASSP. 

[0030] An instruction set architecture for the ASSP is 
tailored to digital signal processing applications including 
audio and speech processing such as compression/decom 
pression and echo cancellation. The instruction set architec 
ture implemented With the ASSP, is adapted to DSP algo 
rithmic structures. This adaptation of the ISA of the present 
invention to DSP algorithmic structures balances the ease of 
implementation, processing efficiency, and programmability 
of DSP algorithms. The instruction set architecture may be 
vieWed as being tWo component parts, one (RISC ISA) 
corresponding to the RISC control unit and another (DSP 
ISA) to the DSP datapaths of the signal processing units 300. 
The RISC ISA is a register based architecture including 
16-registers Within the register ?le 413, While the DSP ISA 
is a memory based architecture With efficient digital signal 
processing instructions. The instruction Word for the ASSP 
is typically 20 bits but can be expanded to 40-bits to control 
tWo instructions to the executed in series or parallel, such as 
tWo RISC control instruction and extended DSP instructions. 
The instruction set architecture of the ASSP has four distinct 
types of instructions to optimiZe the DSP operational mix. 
These are (1) a 20-bit DSP instruction that uses mode bits in 
control registers (i.e. mode registers), (2) a 40-bit DSP 
instruction having control extensions that can override mode 
registers, (3) a 20-bit dyadic DSP instruction, and (4) a 40 
bit dyadic DSP instruction. These instructions are for accel 
erating calculations Within the core processor of the type 
Where D=[(A op1 B) op2 C] and each of “opl” and “op2” 
can be a multiply, add or extremum (min/max) class of 
operation on the three operands A, B, and C. The ISA of the 
ASSP Which accelerates these calculations alloWs ef?cient 
chaining of different combinations of operations. 

[0031] All DSP instructions of the instruction set archi 
tecture of the ASSP are dyadic DSP instructions to execute 
tWo operations in one instruction With one cycle throughput. 
A dyadic DSP instruction is a combination of tWo DSP 
instructions or operations in one instruction and includes a 
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main DSP operation (MAIN OP) and a sub DSP operation 
(SUB OP). Generally, the instruction set architecture of the 
present invention can be generaliZed to-combining any pair 
of basic DSP operations to provide very poWerful dyadic 
instruction combinations. The DSP arithmetic operations in 
the preferred embodiment include a multiply instruction 
(MULT), an addition instruction (ADD), a minimiZe/maxi 
miZe instruction (MIN/MAX) also referred to as an extrema 
instruction, and a no operation instruction (NOP) each 
having an associated operation code (“opcode”). 

[0032] The present invention ef?ciently executes these 
dyadic DSP instructions by means of the instruction set 
architecture and the hardWare architecture of the application 
speci?c signal processor. 

[0033] Referring noW to FIG. 1A, a voice and data 
communication system 100 is illustrated. The system 100 
includes a netWork 101 Which is a packetiZed or packet 
sWitched netWork, such as IP, ATM, or frame relay. The 
netWork 101 alloWs the communication of voice/speech and 
data betWeen endpoints in the system 100, using packets. 
Data may be of any type including audio, video, email, and 
other generic forms of data. At each end of the system 100, 
the voice or data requires packetiZation When transceived 
across the netWork 101. The system 100 includes gateWays 
104A, 1049, and 104C in order to packetiZe the information 
received for transmission across the netWork 101. AgateWay 
is a device for connecting multiple netWorks and devices 
that use different protocols. Voice and data information may 
be provided to a gateWay 104 from a number of different 
sources in a variety of digital formats. In system 100, analog 
voice signals are transceived by a telephone 108. In system 
100, digital voice signals are transceived at public branch 
exchanges (PBX) 112A and 112B Which are coupled to 
multiple telephones, fax machines, or data modems. Digital 
voice signals are transceived betWeen PBX 112A and PBX 
112B With gateWays 104A and 104C, respectively. Digital 
data signals may also be transceived directly betWeen a 
digital modem 114 and a gateWay 104A. Digital modem 114 
may be a Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) modem or a cable 
modem. Data signals may also be coupled into system 100 
by a Wireless communication system by means of a mobile 
unit 118 transceiving digital signals or analog signals Wire 
lessly to a base station 116. Base station 116 converts analog 
signals into digital signals or directly passes the digital 
signals to gateWay 104B. Data may be transceived by means 
of modem signals over the plain old telephone system 
(POTS) 107B using a modem 110. Modem signals commu 
nicated over POTS 107B are traditionally analog in nature 
and are coupled into a sWitch 106B of the public sWitched 
telephone netWork (PSTN). At the sWitch 1069, analog 
signals from the POTS 107B are digitiZed and transceived to 
the gateWay 104B by time division multiplexing (TDM) 
With each time slot representing a channel and one DSO 
input to gateWay 104B. At each of the gateWays 104A, 104B 
and 104C, incoming signals are packetiZed for transmission 
across the netWork 101. Signals received by the gateWays 
104A, 104B and 104C from the netWork 101 are depack 
etiZed and transcoded for distribution to the appropriate 
destination. 

[0034] Referring noW to FIG. 1B, a network interface 
card (NIC) 130 of a gateWay 104 is illustrated. The NIC 130 
includes one or more application-speci?c signal processors 
(ASSPs) 150A-150N. The number of ASSPs Within a gate 
















