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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system for achieving perspective-corrected vieWs at a 
location removed from the site of the creation of a distorted 
Wide angle image Without the transmission of control signals 
to the site of image creation. Angles of tilt, pan and rotation, 
as Well as degrees of magni?cation, are achieved Without the 
use of mechanical devices by using transform algorithms. 
The system provides for the transmission of signals related 
to an uncorrected image from a site Where this distorted 
image is created, With the transmitted signals being received 
at one or more processing sites for creating the perspec 
tively-corrected vieWs. Transmission can be via telephone 
lines, With the system including signal compression and 
decompression units. Wireless transmission is also utilized 
Where desired. 
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WIDE-ANGLE VIDEO CONFERENCE SYSTEM 
AND METHOD 

[0001] This is a Continuation-in-Part application based 
upon patent application Ser. No. 08/014,508 ?led Feb. 8, 
1993, Which is a Continuation-in-Part application based 
upon parent application Ser. No. 07/699,366 ?led May 13, 
1991, now US. Pat. No. 5,185,667 issued Feb. 9, 1993. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to appara 
tus for obtaining a Wide ?eld of vieW at a ?rst location 
Without the use of moving parts, and for selecting a portion 
or portions of that vieW under selected vieWing parameters 
at a second location Without the transmission of control 
signals from the second location to the ?rst location. Further, 
the invention relates to the transformation of the selected 
vieW into a correct perspective for human vieWing at the 
second location. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0003] The fundamental apparatus, algorithm and method 
for achieving perspectively-corrected vieWs of any selected 
portion of a hemispherical (or other Wide angle) ?eld of vieW 
are described in detail in the above-cited US. Pat. No. 
5,185,667. This patent is incorporated herein by reference 
for its teachings. Through the use of this technology no 
moving parts are required for achieving pan, tilt and rotation 
“motions”, as Well as magni?cation. Brie?y, a Wide angle 
?eld of vieW image is captured into an electronic memory 
buffer. A selected portion of the captured image containing 
a region of interest is transformed into a perspective correct 
image by an image processing computer. This provides 
direct mapping of the Wide angle image region of interest 
into a corrected image using an orthogonal set of transfor 
mation algorithms. The vieWing orientation, and other vieW 
ing perimeters, are designated by a command signal gener 
ated by either a human operator or a form of computeriZed 
input. The transformed image is deposited in a second 
electronic memory buffer Where it is then manipulated to 
produce the output image as requested by the command 
signal. 
[0004] The invention of that patent Was envisioned as 
being primarily a unitary system in that all components Were 
located in close proXimity. Even in the subsequent patent 
applications (Ser. No. 08/014,508, above-cited, and Ser. No. 
08/068,776, ?led Jun. 1, 1993) of related technology, the 
inventions Were envisioned as having all components in 
close proXimity. As such, there could be ready veri?cation of 
operation, alignment and any needed adjustment. 

[0005] There are applications, hoWever, for the same type 
of omnivieWing of Wide angle images Where there is a 
substantial distance betWeen Where the initial image occurs 
and the location Where the perspectively-corrected vieWs are 
to be utiliZed. For eXample, in the teleconferencing art some 
type of display is exhibited at one location, and persons at 
a distant location desire to vieW all or a selected portion of 
the display. According to common practice prior to the 
development of the basic system for providing a selected 
image Without the use of moving components, control 
signals had to be sent to the site of the display so as to make 
necessary adjustments to equipment at that site so as to 
select a portion of the display, or enhance a selected portion, 
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for use of the vieW at the distant location. Further, it is often 
desirable to have a plurality of vieWers each individually 
Wishing to observe selected portions of the image, With those 
plurality of vieWers potentially scattered at separate vieWing 
locations. The prior art for this situation Would require a 
plurality of cameras (video sources) and a plurality of 
control signals being sent to the site of the images, and each 
vieWer taking a selected time for their individual vieWing. 

[0006] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to utiliZe variations on the technology of production of 
perspective-corrected vieWs, at one or more locations, of at 
least portions of an overall image occurring at a distant 
location. 

[0007] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide for the generation of a Wide angle image at one 
location and for the transmission of a signal corresponding 
to that image to another location, With the received trans 
mission being processed so as to provide a perspective 
corrected vieW of any selected portion of that image at the 
other location. 

[0008] It is also an object of the present invention is to 
provide for the generation of a Wide angle image at one 
location and for the transmission of a signal corresponding 
to that image to another location, With the received trans 
mission being processed so as to provide at a plurality of 
stations a perspective-corrected vieW of any selected portion 
of that image, With each station selecting a desired perspec 
tive-corrected vieW. 

[0009] A further object of the present invention is to 
provide for the generation of a Wide angle image at one 
location and for the transmission of a signal corresponding 
to that image to a plurality of other locations, With the 
received transmission at each location being processed so as 
to provide a perspective-corrected vieW of any selected 
portion of that image, With the selected portion being 
selected at each of the plurality of other locations. 

[0010] These and other objects of the present invention 
Will become apparent upon a consideration of the draWings 
referred to hereinafter, and the detailed description thereof. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] In accordance With the present invention, there is 
provided a video camera at a ?rst location, With that camera 
having a Wide ?eld of vieW lens, such as a ?sh-eye lens, to 
produce an electrical signal corresponding to the image as 
seen through the lens. This electrical signal, Which is dis 
torted because of the curvature of the lens, is inputted to 
apparatus for the transmission of the electrical signal to a 
remote location. The transmission can be by Wire or Wireless 
depending upon the circumstances. If by telephone Wire, the 
apparatus for transmission includes a “compression” portion 
due to the loWer band Width of these lines. If transmission 
is to be Wireless, appropriate broadcasting apparatus is 
included. 

[0012] At each location Where vieWing is desired, there is 
apparatus for receiving the transmitted signal. In the case of 
the telephone line transmission, “decompression” apparatus 
is included as a portion of the receiver. The received signal 
is then digitiZed. A selected portion of the digitiZed signal, 
as selected by operator commands, is transformed using the 
algorithms of the above-cited US. Pat. No. 5,185,667 into a 
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perspective-corrected vieW corresponding to that selected 
portion. This selection by operator commands includes 
options of angles of pan, tilt, and rotation, as Well as degrees 
of magni?cation. 

[0013] The system provides for alternate types of receiv 
ing command signals. For eXample, there can be a plurality 
of stations for inputting of these command signals to a single 
transform unit. Further, there can be the inputting of com 
mand signals at each of several receiving stations, each of 
these receiving stations including a transform unit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of 
the present invention as applied to the transmission of image 
signals via telephone lines to a signal processing station 
Wherein transformation of a selected portion of a distorted 
image to a perspective-corrected vieW is achieved. 

[0015] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of another embodiment 
of the present invention as applied to the transmission of 
image signals via “broadcast” (radiobroadcast signal, satel 
lite signal, cable signal, etc) to a signal processing station 
Wherein transformation of selected portions of a distorted 
image perspective-corrected vieWs is achieved, With the 
possible input of a plurality of command signals to each 
select a desired portion of the image for transformation. 

[0016] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a further embodiment 
of the present invention Wherein the distorted image signal 
is transmitted to a plurality of locations, each of these 
locations having provision for transformation of selected 
portions of the image into perspective-corrected vieWs. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

[0017] One embodiment of the present invention is illus 
trated generally at 10 of FIG. 1, this embodiment being 
primarily for use With signal transmission via telephone 
lines. It Will be understood that in this embodiment, as Well 
as others to be described hereinafter, there are tWo Widely 
separated locations, designated as a “remote site”12 and a 
“local site”14. Situated at the remote site 12 is a Wide angle 
lens 16, such as a “?sheye” lens, and a video camera 18 for 
converting any image seen by the lens 16 into electrical 
signals corresponding to that image. Typically the lens is an 
8 mm F28 lens as manufactured by Nikon, and the camera 
is a Videk Digital Camera. These signals are inputted to a 
compression circuit 20, such as that manufactured as Rem 
brant VP model, manufactured by Compression Labs. Inc. 
Compression is necessary because telephone lines 22 lead 
ing from the remote site 12 to the local site 14 have a loWer 
band Width than other methods of signal transfer (see FIGS. 
2 and 3). The compressed signal representing the image is 
then applied to the phone lines 22 for transmission to the 
local site 14. 

[0018] At the local site 14 the signals on the phone lines 
22 are applied to a decompression circuit 24, such as that 
manufactured as Rembrant VP model, manufactured by 
Compression Labs., Inc., this unit being both the compres 
sion and decompression. Thus, the signal output of the 
camera 18 is reconstructed for processing via circuits 26 of 
the type described in the above-cited US. Pat. No. 5,185, 
667. For example, the reconstructed signal is applied to an 
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image capture circuit 28 such as TeXas Instrument’s TMS 
34061 integrated circuits, to be digitiZed, and then stored in 
an input image buffer 30. Typically this buffer (and an output 
buffer referred to hereinafter) is constructed using TeXas 
Instrument TMS44C251 video random access memory 
chips or their equivalents. 

[0019] An image processing system consists of an X-MAP 
and a Y-MAP processor shoWn at 32 and 34, respectively. 
These perform tWo-dimensional transform mapping of the 
signals, and are under control by a microcomputer and 
control interface 36. The transformation achieved by these 
are described in detail in the above-cited US. Pat. No. 
5,185,667. The in addition to determining the desired trans 
formation coef?cients based on orientation angle, magni? 
cation, rotation and light sensitivity. Information as to 
parameters for these determinations is provided through a 
user-operated controller 38 and/or a computer controller 40. 
Typically, the control interface 36 can be accomplished With 
any of a number of microcontrollers including the Intel 
80C196. After the transformation steps, the signal is passed 
through an image ?lter 42 to an output image buffer 44. This 
?lter 42, as Well as the X-MAP and Y-MAP transform 
processors utiliZe application speci?c integrated circuits 
(ASICs) or other means as Will be knoWn to persons skilled 
in the art. 

[0020] From the output image buffer 44 the transformed 
signals feed a display driver 46 for then being displayed on 
a monitor 48. The driver 46 typically can be TeXas Instru 
ments TMS34061 or the equivalent. Its output is compatible 
With most commercial television displays. 

[0021] Another embodiment of the present invention for 
generating signals corresponding to a distorted image at one 
location, and for achieving a perspectively corrected vieW at 
another location, is illustrated at 10‘ in FIG. 2. In this 
embodiment, the same lens 16 and video camera 18 are 
utiliZed as in FIG. 1. HoWever, the electrical signals corre 
sponding to a distorted image are inputted into a signal 
transmitter 50. This transmitter 50 can generate a broadcast 
signal, a satellite signal, a cable signal, a sonar signal, etc. 
at the remote site 12. 

[0022] As indicated, the transmitted signals 52 are 
received in a receiver 54 corresponding to the particular type 
of signal. Thereafter, the signals representing the distorted 
image are fed into the processing circuitry 26‘ similar to that 
described With regard to FIG. 1. The only differences are the 
illustration of several remote controller inputs 56, 58, and 60 
in addition to the initial controller input 38. While only a 
total of four input controllers are illustrated, a larger or a 
smaller number can, of course, be utiliZed. The other dif 
ference of this circuit from that shoWn in FIG. 1 is that the 
display monitor 48‘ is adapted to depict four vieWs as 
selected by the four input controllers. It Will be recogniZed 
that a feWer of a greater number of vieWs can be shoWn on 
the display monitor 48‘. 

[0023] A further embodiment of the present invention is 
illustrated at 10“ in FIG. 3. This embodiment illustrates a 
combination of elements of FIGS. 1 and 2. For eXample, at 
the remote site there is a Wide angle lens 16 and video 
camera 18 to produce electrical signals corresponding to a 
distorted image to a transmitter 50. This transmitter 50 sends 
the signals 52 to a number of receiving stations designated, 
for eXample, at siX locations 62A through 62F. Each of these 
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stations has a receiver unit 54A through 54F of the type 
shown in FIG. 2. All of the other equipment at each station 
is identical With that of FIG. 2, With only a single vieW 
monitor 48A through 48F being illustrated; hoWever, a 
multi-vieW monitor 48‘ can be utiliZed. 

[0024] The present invention has the capability to achieve 
pan and tilt of the image seen by the camera 18 from a local 
site While the camera is positioned at a remote site. Further, 
the image can be rotated any number of desired degrees up 
to 360°. This capability provides the ability to align the 
vertical image With the gravity vector to maintain a proper 
perspective in the image display regardless of the pan or tilt 
angle of the image. The processing system at the local site 
also supports a change in the magni?cation (commensurate 
With a Zoom function). These selectable functions, as Well as 
a selection of a desired portion(s) of the image are achieved 
Without sending any control signals to the remote site. 

[0025] The performance of the transform of a distorted 
image into a perspectively corrected image, and the selection 
of the desired vieWing parameters, are achieved by program 
ming the microcomputer 36, the X-MAP transform proces 
sor 32 and the Y-MAP transform processor 34 based upon 
the postulates and equations set forth beloW as contained in 
the above-cited US. Pat. No. 5,185,667. 

[0026] Postulate 1: Azimuth angle invariability—For 
object points that lie in a content plane that is 
perpendicular to the image plane and passes through 
the image plane origin, all such points are mapped as 
image points onto the line of intersection betWeen 
the image plane and the content plane, i.e. along a 
radial line. The X aZimuth angle of the image points 
is therefore invariant to elevation and object distance 
changes Within the content plane. 

[0027] Postulate 2: Equidistant Projection Rule— 
The radial distance, r, from the image plane origin 
along the aZimuth angle containing the projection of 
the object point is linearly proportional to the Zenith 
angle [5, Where [5 is de?ned as the angle betWeen a 
perpendicular line through the image plane origin 
and the line from the image plane origin to the object 
point. Thus the relationship: 

r=k[5 (1) 

[0028] Using these properties and postulates as the foun 
dation of the lens system, the mathematical transformation 
for obtaining a perspective corrected image can be deter 
mined. Coordinates u,v describe object points Within the 
object plane. The coordinates X,y,Z describe points Within 
the image coordinate frame of reference. 

[0029] The object plane is a typical region of interest to 
determine the mapping relationship onto the image plane to 
properly correct the object. The direction of vieW vector, 
DOV[X,y,Z], determines the Zenith and aZimuth angles for 
mapping the object plane, UV, onto the image plane, XY. 
The object plane is de?ned to be perpendicular to the vector, 
DOV[X,y,Z]. 
[0030] The location of the origin of the object plane in 
terms of the image plane [X,y,Z] in spherical coordinates is 
given by: 

X=D sin [5 cos 8 

y=D sin [5 sin 8 (2) 

Z=D cos [5 
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[0031] Where D=scaler length from the image plane origin 
to the object plane origin, [5 is the Zenith angle, and 6 is the 
aZimuth angle in image plane spherical coordinates. The 
origin of object plane is represented as a vector using the 
components given in Equation 1 as: 

DOV[X,y,Z]=[D sin [5 cos 8, D sin [5 sin 8, D cos [5] (3) 

[0032] DOV[X,y,Z] is perpendicular to the object plane and 
its scaler magnitude D provides the distance to the object 
plane. By aligning the YZ plane With the direction of action 
of DOV[X,y,Z], the aZimuth angle 6 becomes either 90 or 270 
degrees and therefore the X component becomes Zero result 
ing in the DOV[X,y,Z] coordinates: 

[0033] The object point relative to the UV plane origin in 
coordinates relative to the origin of the image plane is given 
by the folloWing: 

X=ll 

Y=V COS [5 (5) 

Z=V sin [a 

[0034] therefore, the coordinates of a point P(u,v) that lies 
in the object plane can be represented as a vector P[X,y,Z] in 
image plane coordinates: 

P[X>Y>Z]=[1l, V COS [5, V Sin [5] (6) 

[0035] Where P[X,y,Z] describes the position of the object 
point in image coordinates relative to the origin of the UV 
plane. The object vector O[X,y,Z] that describes the object 
point in image coordinates is then given by: 

0[Xy)’yZ]=DCVlXyMZ]+P[XyyyZ] (7) 

O[x,y,z]=[u, v cos [5-D sin [5, v sin [5+D cos [5] (8) 

[0036] Projection onto a hemisphere of radius R attached 
to the image plane is determined by scaling the object vector 
O[X,y,Z] to produce a surface vector S[X,y,Z]: 

ROD‘, y, 1] (9) 

[0037] By substituting for the components of O[X,y,Z] 
from Equation 8, the vector S[X,y,Z] describing the image 
point mapping onto the hemisphere becomes: 

[0038] The denominator in Equation 10 represents 10 the 
length or absolute value of the vector O[X,y,Z] and can be 
simpli?ed through algebraic and trigonometric manipulation 
to give: 
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[0039] From Equation 11, the mapping onto the tWo 
dimensional image plane can be obtained for both X and y as: 

x: 

[0040] Additionally, the image plane center to object plane 
distance D can be represented in terms of the image circular 
radius R by the relation: 

D=mR (14) 

[0041] Where m represents the scale factor in radial units 
R from the image plane origin to the object plane origin. 
Substituting Equation 14 into Equations 12 and 13 provides 
a means for obtaining an effective scaling operation or 
magni?cation Which can be used to provide Zoom operation. 

R14 (15) 

V 142 + v2 + m2R2 

_ R(vcos,B — mRsinB) (16) 

x: 

[0042] Using the equations for tWo-dimensional rotation 
of aXes for both the UV object plane and the XY image plane 
the last tWo equations can be further manipulated to provide 
a more general set of equations that provides for rotation 
Within the image plane and rotation Within the object plane. 

R[uA — vB + mRsinBsinB] (17) 

V 142 + v2 + m2R2 

R[14C — vD — mRsinBcosB] (18) 

x: 

y: 

[0043] Where: 
A=(cos Q cos 8—sin Q sin 8 cos [5) 

B=(sin Q cos 8+cos Q sin 8 cos [5) (19) 

C=(cos Q sin 8+sin Q cos 8 cos [5) 

D=(sin Q sin 8—cos Q cos 8 cos [5) 

[0044] and Where: 

[0045] R=radius of the image circle 

[0046] [5=Zenith angle 
[0047] 8=AZimuth angle in image plane 

[0048] Q=Object plane rotation angle 

[0049] m=Magni?cation 
[0050] u,v=object plane coordinates 

[0051] X,y=image plane coordinates 

[0052] The Equations 17 and 18 provide a direct mapping 
from the UV space to the XY image space and are the 
fundamental mathematical result that supports the function 
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ing of the present omnidirectional vieWing system With no 
moving parts. By knoWing the desired Zenith, aZimuth, and 
object plane rotation angles and the magni?cation, the 
locations of X and y in the imaging array can be determined. 
This approach provides a means to transform an image from 
the input video buffer 30 to the output video buffer 44 
exactly. Also, the image system is completely symmetrical 
about the Zenith, therefore, the vector assignments and 
resulting signs of various components can be chosen differ 
ently depending on the desired orientation of the object 
plane With respect to the image plane. In addition, these 
postulates and mathematical equations can be modi?ed for 
various lens elements as necessary for the desired ?eld-of 
vieW coverage in a given application. 

[0053] The input means de?nes the Zenith angle, [5, the 
aZimuth angle, 8, the object rotation, Q, and the magni?ca 
tion, In These values are substituted into Equations 19 to 
determine values for substitution into Equations 17 and 18. 
The image circle radius, R, is a ?Xed value that is determined 
by the camera lens and element relationship. The variables 
u and v vary throughout the object plane determining the 
values for X and y in the image plane coordinates. 

[0054] From the foregoing it Will be understood by per 
sons skilled in the art that the art of the omnivieW motionless 
camera system has been eXtended for applications such as 
teleconferencing Where information displayed at one loca 
tion can be transmitted to a second location, With complete 
control of the selection of vieWing parameters being made at 
that second site Without any control being transmitted to the 
?rst site. This permits a multi-station receipt of the infor 
mation and control at each station. 

[0055] Although certain citations to commercially avail 
able equipment are made herein, there is no intent to limit 
the invention by these citations. Rather, any limitation of the 
present invention is by the appended claims and their 
equivalents. 

We claim: 
1. A system for providing perspective corrected vieWs of 

a distorted Wide angle image at a location removed from the 
site of the creation of the distorted Wide angle image Without 
transmitting control signals to the site of the creation of the 
distorted image, the system comprising: 

a camera-imaging system at a ?rst site for receiving 
optical images and for producing output signals corre 
sponding to the optical images; 

a Wide angle lens at the ?rst site associated With the 
camera imaging system for producing the optical 
images throughout the ?eld of vieW of the lens for 
optical conveyance to the camera imaging system, the 
optical images being distorted by the Wide angle lens; 

a transmitter at the ?rst site to receive the output signals 
of the camera imaging system to transmit the output 
signals from the ?rst site to at least one second site; 

a receiver at the second site to receive signals transmitted 
by the transmitter; 

image capture circuitry at the second site for receiving 
and digitiZing signals from the receiver corresponding 
to output signals of the camera imaging system; 
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input image memory circuitry at the second site for 
receiving digital signals from the image capture cir 
cuitry; 

image transform processor at the second site for process 
ing the digitized signals in the input image memory 
circuitry according to selected vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation, and for producing output 
transform calculations signals according to a combina 
tion of the digitiZed signals, the selected vieWing angles 
and degree of magni?cation; 

output image memory circuitry at the second site for 
receiving the output signals from the image transform 
processor; 

input means at the second site for selecting the vieWing 
angles and degree of magni?cation; 

microprocessor means at the second site for receiving the 
selected vieWing angles and degree of magni?cation 
from the input means and for converting the selected 
vieWing angles and degree of magni?cation for input to 
the image transform processor to control the processing 
of the transform processor; and 

output means at the second site connected to the output 
image memory circuitry to display the perspective 
corrected vieW according to the selected vieWing angles 
and degree of magni?cation. 

2. The system of claim 1 Wherein the transmitter includes 
signal compression circuitry and the receiver includes signal 
decompression circuitry Whereby transmission of signals 
corresponding to the image are transmitted over telephone 
lines from the ?rst site to the second site. 

3. The system of claim 1 Wherein the transmitter includes 
Wireless transmission circuitry and the receiver includes 
Wireless receiving circuitry Whereby transmission of signals 
corresponding to the image are transmitted via Wireless 
techniques from the ?rst site to the second site. 

4. The system of claim 1 Wherein the input means 
comprises a plurality of control units for selecting the 
vieWing angles and degree of magni?cation at each control 
unit. 

5. The system of claim 4 Wherein at least one of the 
control units is a computer control for selecting the vieWing 
angles and degree of magni?cation. 

6. The system of claim 1 further comprising surveillance 
mounting means for the Wide angle lens and the camera 
imaging system in the ?rst site Whereby the camera imaging 
system provides output signals corresponding to a distorted 
image of an area in the ?rst site under surveillance for 
activity in the area. 

7. The system of claim 1 further comprising teleconfer 
ence mounting means for the Wide angle lens and the camera 
imaging system in the ?rst site Whereby the camera imaging 
system provides output signals corresponding to a distorted 
image of a display in the ?rst site for teleconferencing of 
information contained in the display to the second site. 

8. The system of claim 1 Wherein the output means 
includes recording means for recording the perspective 
corrected vieW according to the selected vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation. 

9. The system of claim 1 Wherein the input means includes 
means for selecting angles of tilt, pan and rotation, and for 
selecting a portion of the distorted Wide angle image for 
processing a perspective correct vieW. 

May 6, 2004 

10. A system for providing perspective corrected vieWs of 
a selected portion of a distorted Wide angle image at a 
location removed from the site of the creation of the dis 
torted Wide angle image Without transmitting control signals 
to the site of the creation of the distorted image, the system 
comprising: 

a camera-imaging system at a ?rst site for receiving 
optical images and for producing output signals corre 
sponding to the optical images; 

a Wide angle lens at the ?rst site associated With the 
camera imaging system for producing the optical 
images throughout the ?eld of vieW of the lens for 
optical conveyance to the camera imaging system, the 
optical images being distorted by the Wide angle lens; 

a transmitter at the ?rst site to receive the output signals 
of the camera imaging system to transmit the output 
signals from the ?rst site to at least one second site; 

a receiver at the second site to receive signals transmitted 
by the transmitter; 

image capture circuitry at the second site for receiving 
and digitiZing signals from the receiver corresponding 
to output signals of the camera imaging system; 

input image memory circuitry at the second site for 
receiving digital signals from the image capture cir 
cuitry; 

image transform processor at the second site for process 
ing the digitiZed signals in the input image memory 
circuitry according to selected vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation, and for producing output 
transform calculations signals according to a combina 
tion of the digitiZed signals, the selected vieWing angles 
and degree of magni?cation; 

output image memory circuitry at the second site for 
receiving the output signals from the image transform 
processor; 

input means at the second site for selecting a portion of 
the distorted Wide angle image, and selecting the vieW 
ing angles and degree of magni?cation; 

microprocessor means at the second site for receiving the 
selected portion and selected vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation from the input means and for 
converting the selected portion and selected vieWing 
angles and degree of magni?cation for input to the 
image transform processor to control the processing of 
the transform processor; and 

output means at the second site connected to the output 
image memory circuitry to display and record the 
perspective corrected vieW according to the selected 
portion of the image and the selected vieWing angles 
and degree of magni?cation. 

11. The system of claim 1 Wherein the transmitter includes 
signal compression circuitry and the receiver includes signal 
decompression circuitry Whereby transmission of signals 
corresponding to the image are transmitted over telephone 
lines from the ?rst site to the second site. 

12. The system of claim 10 Wherein the input means 
comprises a plurality of control units for selecting the 
portion of the image and selecting the vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation at each control unit. 
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13. The system of claim 12 wherein at least one of the 
control units is a computer control for selecting the portion 
of the image and selecting the vieWing angles and degree of 
magni?cation. 

14. The system of claim 10 Wherein the image transform 
processor is programmed to implement the folloWing equa 
tions: 

R[uA — vB + mRsinBsinB] 

V 142 + v2 + m2R2 

R[14C — vD — mRsinBcosB] 

x: 

y: 

Where: 

A=(cos Q cos 8—sin Q sin 8 cos [5) 

B=(sin Q cos 8+cos Q sin 8 cos [5) 

C=(cos Q sin 8+sin Q cos 8 cos [5) 

D=(sin Q sin 8—cos Q cos 8 cos [5) 

and Where: 

R=radius of the image circle 

[5=Zenith angle 
8=AZimuth angle in image plane 

Q=Object plane rotation angle 

m=Magni?cation 
u,v=object plane coordinates 

X,y=image plane coordinates 
15. A system for providing perspective corrected vieWs of 

a selected portion of a distorted Wide angle image at a 
location removed from the site of the creation of the dis 
torted Wide angle image Without transmitting control signals 
to the site of the creation of the distorted image, the system 
comprising: 

a camera-imaging system at a ?rst site for receiving 
optical images and for producing output signals corre 
sponding to the optical images; 

a Wide angle lens at the ?rst site associated With the 
camera imaging system for producing the optical 
images throughout the ?eld of vieW of the lens for 
optical conveyance to the camera imaging system, the 
optical images being distorted by the Wide angle lens; 

a transmitter at the ?rst site to receive the output signals 
of the camera imaging system to transmit the output 
signals from the ?rst site to at least one second site; 

a receiver at the second site to receive signals transmitted 
by the transmitter; 

image capture circuitry at the second site for receiving 
and digitiZing signals from the receiver corresponding 
to output signals of the camera imaging system; 

input image memory circuitry at the second site for 
receiving digital signals from the image capture cir 
cuitry; 

image transform processor at the second site for process 
ing the digitiZed signals in the input image memory 
circuitry according to selected vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation, and for producing output 
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transform calculation signals according to a combina 
tion of the digitiZed signals, the selected vieWing angles 
and degree of magni?cation, the transformation being 
according to the equations 

R[14A — vB + mRsinBsinB] 
x = — 

V 142 + v2 + m2R2 

R[14C — vD — mRsinBcosB] 
y = — 

V 142 + v2 + m2R2 

Where: 

A=(cos Q cos 8—sin Q sin 8 cos [5) 

B=(sin Q cos 8+cos Q sin 8 cos [5) 

C=(cos Q sin 8+sin Q cos 8 cos [5) 

D=(sin Q sin 8—cos Q cos 8 cos [5) 

and Where: 

R=radius of the image circle 

[5=Zenith angle 
8=AZimuth angle in image plane 

Q=object plane rotation angle 

m=Magni?cation 
u,v=object plane coordinates 

X,y=image plane coordinates 

output image memory circuitry at the second site for 
receiving the output signals from the image transform 
processor; 

input means at the second site for selecting a portion of 
the distorted Wide angle image, and selecting the vieW 
ing angles and degree of magni?cation; 

microprocessor means at the second site for receiving the 
selected portion and selected vieWing angles and 
degree of magni?cation from the input means and for 
converting the selected portion and selected vieWing 
angles and degree of magni?cation for input to the 
image transform processor to control the processing of 
the transform processor; and 

output means at the second site connected to the output 
image memory circuitry to display and record the 
perspective corrected vieW according to the selected 
portion of the image and the selected vieWing angles 
and degree of magni?cation. 

16. The system of claim 15 further comprising surveil 
lance mounting means for the Wide angle lens and the 
camera imaging system in the ?rst site Whereby the camera 
imaging system provides output signals corresponding to a 
distorted image of an area in the ?rst site under surveillance 
for activity in the area. 

17. The system of claim 15 further comprising telecon 
ference mounting means for the Wide angle lens and the 
camera imaging system in the ?rst site Whereby the camera 
imaging system provides output signals corresponding to a 
distorted image of a display in the ?rst site for teleconfer 
encing of information contained in the display to the second 
site. 


