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(73) Assignee: 718013 Ontario Ltd‘ ?anges extending laterally from one end of the Web portion 

and a air of second ?an es eXtendin laterall from the Web 
(21) Appl' NO': 10/687’627 portioI? but spaced frorfgi the rearmogst ?ange/s. One of the 
(22) Filed: Oct 20’ 2003 second ?anges Will have tight ?t in a kerf of one panel While 

a corresponding rearmost ?ange Will ?t Within the rabbet 
Related US Application Data portion of that panel. A second panel can then be registered 

With the other rearmost and second ?anges of the ?tment 
(60) Provisional application No. 60/419,523, ?led on Oct. member, joining of interlocking the tWO Panels together- The 

21, 2002 Web portion can have its outer end ?ush With the outer 
surfaces of the panels or projecting therebeyond. The rear 

Publication Classi?cation most ?anges can have countersunk holes therethrough for 
the use of ?at headed screWs to secure the ?anges to a panel 
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PANEL FITMENT SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of Provisional 
Patent Application No. 60/419,523 ?led Oct. 21, 2002. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to a panel ?tment or inter 
lock system for interlocking panels or sheet material into a 
covering for a Wall. The system ?nds particular use in the 
renovation of elevator cabs When it is desired to cover 
existing Wall surfaces during refurbishment of older cabs. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] When retro?tting or refurbishing elevator cabs it is 
not possible, in most instances, to place neW panels of Wall 
covering material Within the cab as a single sheet, capable of 
covering an entire Wall. It is not possible to move an entire 
Wall-covering sheet through the elevator doors and hence it 
is necessary to effect the covering by means of a plurality of 
sheets cut to ?t the Wall to be covered, Which sheets must be 
joined along abutting edges. The panels Will not exhibit 
much ?exibility and they Will have a substantial Weight 
Which must be borne by Whatever fastening system is 
available. Different fastening systems have been proposed, 
including those found in PCT publication WO01/43607 and 
US. Pat. No. 6,101,778. These systems exhibit draWbacks in 
production and utiliZation making them undesirable for 
ef?cient and economical retro?tting of elevator cabs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The system of the present invention overcomes the 
problems of the prior art by utiliZing an interlock or ?tment 
member that is preferably extruded from aluminum, With a 
rather simple cross-section, the member ?tting With corre 
sponding recesses or cut-outs in the panels to be applied to 
a supporting surface, such as the Wall of an elevator cab. The 
member has a generally T-shape With a pair of ?rst or 
rearmost ?anges extending laterally from a central Web 
portion, the Web portion being perpendicular to the rearmost 
?anges. A second set of ?anges extend laterally from the 
central Web and are spaced from the rearmost ?anges. The 
interlock member strengthens the joint betWeen the panels 
by having one of the second ?anges being received in a kerf 
cut in an adjacent edge of the panel. Optionally, one of the 
rearmost ?anges can be fastened to the panel as by adhesive 
or removable fasteners such as a plurality of screWs. Each 
rearmost ?ange of the member ?ts into a cut-out rabbet 
portion of the rear face of the panel. 

[0005] In another embodiment of the invention the ?tment 
member is utiliZed With thin aluminum panels preferably 
carrying a decorative covering thereon. The connection 
betWeen the ?tment member and each panel is accomplished 
by Way of an H-shaped extruded spacer. TWo parallel legs of 
the spacer de?ne a kerf that has a tight ?t With the second 
?anges of the ?tment member. The other tWo parallel legs of 
the spacer have through holes therein to receive appropriate 
fasteners to ?x the spacer to the rearmost ?ange of the 
?tment member and to the panel itself, respectively. For 
additional strength, if needed, a plurality of channel mem 
bers can be adhered or fastened to the rear surface of the 
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panel extending normal to and betWeen the ?tment mem 
bers. This embodiment of the invention Will be lighter in 
Weight than the ?rst embodiment of the invention Which 
utiliZes solid core panels. 

[0006] Generally speaking therefore the present invention 
may be considered as providing a panelling system for 
covering a substrate With a plurality of panels, the system 
comprising at least tWo panels adapted for ?tment together 
along adjacent edges thereof and a ?tment member adapted 
for connection to the at least tWo panels; each panel having 
a panel body, an outer surface, an inner surface and a 
plurality of edges, a kerf extending into the panel body 
betWeen the inner and the outer surfaces from at least one of 
the panel edges, and a rabbet portion extending into the 
panel body at the inner surface from the at least one panel 
edge; and the ?tment member including a central Web 
portion, a pair of ?rst ?anges extending laterally from the 
Web portion and adapted for a tight ?t in a respective panel 
kerf, and a pair of second ?anges extending from one end of 
the Web portion and adapted for a ?ush ?t in a respective 
rabbet portion of a panel, Whereby With the at least tWo 
panels engaging the ?tment member along the respective at 
least one panel edges, the panels Will be spaced from each 
other by the thickness of the ?tment member Web portion 
and the panels Will be interconnected by Way of the ?rst and 
second ?anges engaging the respective kerfs and rabbet 
portions. 

[0007] The invention may also be considered as providing 
a ?tment member for use in a panelling system to intercon 
nect at least tWo panels together along adjacent edges 
thereof, the ?tment member comprising an elongated central 
Web portion, a pair of ?rst ?anges extending laterally from 
the Web portion intermediate the ends thereof and along the 
length thereof, and a pair of second ?anges extending from 
one end of the Web portion, Whereby in use a connecting 
portion of each panel Will be tightly engaged by the ?rst and 
second ?anges on each side of the Web portion such that the 
panels Will be spaced apart by the thickness of the Web 
portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0008] The invention Will be described in greater detail 
With reference to the draWings Wherein: 

[0009] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional vieW of an interlock or 
?tment member in accordance With this invention; 

[0010] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW shoWing one 
embodiment of the ?tment member in position betWeen a 
pair of panels for ?tting to a supporting surface; and 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of a panel used 
With this interlock or ?tment system illustrating the cut-outs 
that co-operate With the interlock member. 

[0012] FIG. 4 is a vieW similar to FIG. 2 shoWing the use 
of a second embodiment of the ?tment member of this 
invention. 

[0013] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW of a panel member 
having a decorative cap in accordance With this invention 
extending along one edge thereof. 

[0014] FIG. 6 is an enlarged partial cross-sectional vieW 
of a ?tment member of this invention shoWing the arrange 
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ment of countersunk through holes for attachment of the 
?tment member to a panel and to a Wall. 

[0015] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional vieW of another embodi 
ment of the paneling system of the invention utilizing the 
?tment member With a set of light-Weight panels. 

[0016] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW of a spacer mem 
ber that is used With the embodiment of FIG. 7. 

[0017] FIG. 9 is a rear elevational vieW of a panel as used 
With the embodiment of FIG. 7. 

[0018] FIG. 10 is an enlarged partial cross-sectional vieW 
of a panel With a strengthening channel member connected 
thereto. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0019] FIG. 1 shoWs in cross-section an interlock or 
?tment member 10 that is at the heart of the present 
invention. The member 10 Would typically be extruded from 
aluminum to have the indicated cross-section and thus 
Would be an integral piece of the desired length. It should be 
understood that the length of the member Will be determined 
by the particular application With Which it is to be utiliZed 
and that each member Will likely be cut from an extrusion 
that is originally longer than the required length. While the 
member is preferably extruded from aluminum it could also 
be extruded from a suitable plastics material, especially if 
the possibility of ?re is not something that has to be 
considered in the particular application. 

[0020] The member 10 is seen as including a central Web 
portion 12 from Which extends a pair of ?rst or rearmost 
?anges 14, giving the member a generally T-shape. Apair of 
second, shorter, ?anges 16 extends laterally and oppositely 
from the central Web portion 12, spaced from the rearmost 
?anges and generally parallel thereto. Preferably the outer 
most ends of the second ?anges 16 are slightly tapered as 
seen in FIG. 1. 

[0021] FIG. 3 illustrates in cross-section a panel 18 that 
Would be used With the interlock or ?tment member 10. The 
panel 18 Will include a core 20, likely of a particle board, 
MDF (medium density ?berboard) or similar material, likely 
treated to be ?re retardant. The panel Will also likely include 
a thin decorative outer layer 22 of a different material, giving 
the panel When in place a particularly attractive appearance. 

[0022] Usually, but not exclusively, a panel 18 Will be 
positioned such that its longest edges are parallel to the ?oor 
of the elevator cab. The upper and loWer edges of the panel 
Will be cut so as to be provided With a recess or kerf 24 
extending the full length of the panel edge. The kerf 24 is 
siZed to receive a second ?ange 16 of a ?tment member 10 
in an interference ?t thereWith. Along the rear face of the 
panel 18 adjacent the edge containing the kerf 24 there is 
provided a rabbet or rectangular cutout 26 siZed to mate With 
one of the rearmost ?anges 14 of the ?tment member. The 
kerf and rabbet portion formed in this solid core panel may 
be considered as a connecting portion for the panel 

[0023] Turning noW to FIG. 2 the manner in Which the 
?tment member 10 is interlocked With a pair of panels 18 is 
shoWn. The ?tment member 10 is ?rst of all ?tted With the 
loWermost panel by sliding the loWer second ?ange 16 into 
the kerf 24, the rearmost ?ange 14 being matingly received 
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Within the rabbet 26. Depending on the Weight of the panels 
this interlocking ?tment of the ?tment member 10 With the 
loWermost panel might be suf?cient to lock the panel and the 
member together. If additional strength at the joint is 
required then it Would be possible to utiliZe a suitable 
adhesive Within the kerf 24 and the rabbet 26 Which, When 
set, Will prevent the ?tment member from parting company 
from the panel during assembly of an entire Wall. Other 
fastening means, including screWs, rivets, staples, etc. might 
be used in place of an adhesive. 

[0024] Once the ?tment member has been secured to a 
loWer panel, the panel With the ?tment member in place is 
brought into abutment With a supporting surface and secured 
thereagainst, as by screWs or other fastening means extend 
ing through the upper of the rearmost ?anges (see FIG. 6). 
Once the loWer panel is in position an upper panel 18 is 
brought into registry With the exposed upper portions of the 
?tment member, the kerf 24 in the loWer edge of the upper 
panel mating With the upper second ?ange 16 of the ?tment 
member. Since the upper panel Will be resting on the ?tment 
member, as on the central Web thereof, it is not essential that 
it be speci?cally adhered to the ?tment member. Another 
?tment member Will be applied to the upper edge of the 
upper panel and secured to the supporting surface, as Was 
done With the ?rst panel. 

[0025] This assembly process continues until a desired 
height of panels is achieved. The remaining ?tment member 
is then “capped off” With a decorative topmost panel or left 
visible, depending on the desired decorative effect. 

[0026] The ?tment member shoWn in FIG. 1 has a ?at free 
end to the central Web. This is more clearly illustrated by the 
surface 30 as seen in FIG. 4. The Web Would be the same 
height as the distance from the rabbet 26 to the outer surface 
of the panel such that the end surface 30 of the central Web 
Would be ?ush With the panel surface. The ?at free end could 
be ?nished so that it blends in With the decorative surface of 
the panels, giving the ?nished Wall a continuous uninter 
rupted appearance. Alternatively, the end face could carry a 
?nish Which contrasts With the surface 22, giving the appear 
ance of a decorative accent line betWeen adjacent panels. 
The same effect could be obtained by providing the free end 
of the central Web With an arcuate or ribbed end surface 28, 
as seen in FIG. 2. In this case the end surface 28 projects 
slightly from the panel surfaces 22, giving the Wall added 
detail and depth to a surface Which Would otherWise be 
completely ?at. 

[0027] As indicated above, the ?tment member can be 
secured to a panel by the use of threaded screWs in addition 
to or in place of a suitable adhesive. FIG. 6 shoWs an 
enlarged cross-section of the ?rst ?anges 14 of a ?tment 
member, Wherein it is seen that each of the ?anges is 
provided With a countersunk through hole extending there 
through. One of the ?anges, the one to be mated With the 
loWer panel of FIG. 2, has the countersunk hole 36 extend 
ing through the ?ange 14 from the back surface, so that a ?at 
headed screW can be driven through the hole 36 into the 
panel body, With the screW head being ?ush With the back 
surface of the ?ange. The other ?ange has a countersunk 
hole 38 extending through the ?ange from the inner or front 
surface of the ?ange so that a ?at headed screW can be driven 
through the hole 38 into the supporting Wall to Which the 
paneling system is to be attached. The holes 36 and 38 Would 
be spaced apart along the length of the ?tment member. 
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[0028] Also as indicated above it is possible to “cap off” 
the paneling system With a decorative panel section custom 
?t to mate With the uppermost panel and to ?ll in any gap 
betWeen the uppermost panel and a ceiling. It is also possible 
to “cap off” an uppermost, or any other panel, With a partial 
?tment member formed as a decorative cap member, as seen 
in FIG. 5. The cap member 32 has a single rearmost or ?rst 
?ange 14 for mating With a rabbet portion of a panel and a 
single second ?ange 16 extending from the Web portion 34 
for ?tment Within a kerf 24 of a panel. In this embodiment 
of the ?tment member the visible surface of the Web portion 
34 Would have an attractive appearance so that it Will act as 
a ?nishing piece for the paneling system. 

[0029] FIGS. 7 to 10 illustrate yet another embodiment of 
the present invention, providing a attractive and light-Weight 
paneling system based on the principles of the embodiments 
described above. With this system, shoWn by reference 
number 50, an extruded aluminum ?tment member 52 
having a central Web portion and laterally extending ?anges 
as With the ?tment member 10 described above is used to 
interconnect a pair of decorative panels 70. In this case the 
panels 70 are formed of thin aluminum (preferably) sheet 
and in turn are covered With a sheet 72 of decorative 
material. To connect the ?tment member 52 and a panel 70 
together there is provided a spacer member 54 shoWn in 
greater detail in FIG. 8. 

[0030] The spacer member 54 has a cross-section that can 
be described as being H-shaped With one pair of parallel legs 
57 extending in one direction from a central Web portion 58 
and a second pair of parallel legs 59 extending in an opposite 
direction from the central Web portion 57. The legs 59 are 
thicker than the legs 57 and they de?ne a kerf 56 therebe 
tWeen, the kerf 56 being essentially the same siZe as a kerf 
24 that Would be provided in a solid panel as described 
above. Aplurality of holes 60 and 62 spaced apart along the 
length of the spacer extend through the legs 57. 

[0031] With reference to FIG. 7 it Will be seen that a 
spacer member 54 is secured to a panel 70 along one edge 
thereof, as by Way of a suitable adhesive and/or suitable 
fasteners extending through the panel and the through holes 
60 in the spacer member. Preferably, the spacer member is 
af?xed to the aluminum panel 70 before the decorative 
covering 72 is applied to the outer surface of the panel. The 
spacer member 54 thus creates a connecting portion for a 
panel used in the present invention With reference again to 
FIG. 7 it Will be seen that a spacer 54 ?ts With a ?tment 
member on each side of the central Web portion thereof, With 
the ?rst ?anges of the ?tment member being received Within 
a kerf of the corresponding spacer member. The spacer 
member is dimensioned so that one ?at surface thereof Will 
lie on the upper surface of the rearmost ?ange of the ?tment 
member, ensuring a tight ?t betWeen the spacer member and 
the ?tment member. As shoWn, the through holes 62 of each 
spacer member Will be aligned With corresponding through 
holes 64 in the rearmost ?anges of the ?tment member for 
reception of suitable fasteners such as machine screWs or 
“pop” rivets. An adhesive can be placed betWeen the spacer 
member and the rearmost ?ange to enhance the attachment 
of the spacer member to the ?tment member. 

[0032] FIG. 9 illustrates the rear of a panel 70 having a 
?tment member extending along each of the upper and loWer 
edges thereof, only the rear surface 76 of each ?tment 
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member being visible. The ?tment member 52 and the 
spacers 54 provide reasonable lengthWise strength to the 
panel. In order to reduce or eliminate ?ex or tWisting of a 
panel prior to assembly to a substrate a plurality of channel 
members 78 can be af?xed to the rear of the panel either by 
a suitable adhesive or by suitable fasteners such as machine 
screWs or “pop” rivets extending through the panel and the 
bight of the channel member on the center line 80. Prefer 
ably a channel member Will be affixed to a panel adjacent 
each end thereof, With the channel members extending 
normal to the ?tment members. Strengthening channel 
members 78 are a desirable feature and do not add much 
Weight to a panel; they are not illustrated in FIG. 7. 

[0033] The paneling system of FIGS. 7 to 10 is applied to 
a substrate in the same manner as the earlier described 

system. With reference to FIG. 7 a spacer member 54 is ?rst 
of all secured to a panel 72 and the covering 72 is applied 
thereto. Then, a ?tment member is secured to the uppermost 
spacer member 54 of the loWermost panel to be applied to 
a substrate, for example the spacer 54 shoWn to the left of 
the ?tment member in FIG. 7. The panel With the ?tment 
member extending along the upper edge thereof is placed 
against the substrate and suitable fasteners, such as ?at 
headed screWs are used to secure the ?tment member to the 
substrate, by passing through the holes 64 in the upper, or 
right hand, rearmost ?ange of the ?tment member. Then the 
next upper panel With a ?tment member extending along the 
loWermost edge of the panel 70 is loWered onto the ?tment 
member along the upper edge of the loWer panel so as to be 
interlocked thereWith. Assembly continues in a vertical 
manner until an entire Wall is created. Decorative caps can 
be provided to cover the uppermost ?tment member or to ?ll 
in any gaps that might be left betWeen the uppermost panel 
and a ceiling. Decorative angle strips can be positioned at 
each vertical end of a panel, if needed, to hide the end of the 
?tment member and the side edge of a channel member 78. 

[0034] While the paneling system has been generally 
described With the ?tment members of the invention extend 
ing horiZontally betWeen vertically adjacent panels it is clear 
that they can also extend vertically betWeen horiZontally 
extending panels. It Would likely be necessary in instances 
Where the vertical and horiZontal ?tment members are use to 
trim one or both members at any corner Where they meet to 
ensure a clean appearance at such corners. It Would also be 
possible to use the ?tment members running at an angle to 
the vertical or the horiZontal for a different visual effect, 
although the panels Would have to be prepared appropriately 
to accommodate an angled appearance. 

[0035] The system of the present invention is inexpensive 
to manufacture and simple to install. The ease of installation 
has the added bonus of reducing necessary doWntime asso 
ciated With elevator maintenance. 

[0036] While the ?tment system of the present invention 
Was developed in association With elevator refurbishment it 
is clear that it could be used With original manufacture of 
elevator cabs and that it could also be used for any type of 
panel installation Where the panels can be provided With 
edge kerfs and rabbets Without seriously affecting the 
strength or other important properties of the panels. 

1. A panelling system for covering a substrate With a 
plurality of panels, said system comprising at least tWo 
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panels adapted for ?tment together along adjacent edges 
thereof and a ?tment member adapted for connection to at 
least said at least tWo panels; 

each said panel having a panel body, an outer surface, an 
inner surface and a plurality of edges, a kerf extending 
into said panel body betWeen said inner and said outer 
surfaces from at least one of said panel edges, and a 
rabbet portion extending into said panel body at said 
inner surface from said at least one panel edge; and 

said ?tment member including a central Web portion, a 
pair of ?rst ?anges extending laterally from said Web 
portion and adapted for a tight ?t in a respective panel 
kerf, and a pair of second ?anges extending from one 
end of said Web portion and adapted for a ?ush ?t in a 
respective rabbet portion of a panel, 

Whereby With said at least tWo panels engaging said 
?tment member along the respective at least one panel 
edges, said panels Will be spaced from each other by the 
thickness of said ?tment member Web portion and said 
panels Will be interconnected by Way of said ?rst and 
second ?anges engaging the respective kerfs and rabbet 
portions. 

2. The system of claim 1 Wherein each of said ?rst ?anges 
decreases in thickness toWards the outer end thereof to 
facilitate entrance of the ?rst ?ange into a corresponding 
kerf. 

3. The system of claim 1 Wherein each of said second 
?anges includes a plurality of apertures therethrough for 
reception of fastening means adapted to secure said ?tment 
member to a panel or to the substrate. 

4. The system of claim 1 Wherein each of said second 
?anges includes a plurality of countersunk apertures there 
through for reception of corresponding ?at-head screWs, 
With the apertures of one of said second ?anges being 
oriented opposite to the apertures of the other of said second 
?anges, Whereby one set of said screWs can be utiliZed to 
secure said ?tment member to one of said panels and another 
set of screWs can be utiliZed to secure said ?tment member 
to said substrate. 

5. The system of claim 4 Wherein said panels are arranged 
generally one above another, With said adjacent edges 
extending generally horiZontally, and With said ?tment 
member secured to a loWer one of the panels by Way of said 
one set of screWs, said ?tment member secured to said 
substrate by said another set of screWs, and an upper one of 
said panels engaging said ?tment member via corresponding 
?rst and second ?anges only. 

6. The system of claim 1 Wherein said Web portion has an 
outer end portion that extends beyond the outer surface of 
panels engaged thereWith. 

7. The system of claim 1 Wherein said Web portion has an 
outer end portion that is ?ush With the outer surface of 
panels engaged thereWith. 

8. The system of claim 7 Wherein said outer surface of 
each panel includes a decorative covering and said Web 
portion outer end portion matches said decorative covering. 

9. The system of claim 7 Wherein said outer surface of 
each panel includes a decorative covering and said Web 
portion outer end portion contrasts With said decorative 
covering. 

10. A ?tment member for use in a panelling system to 
interconnect at least tWo panels together along adjacent 
edges thereof, said ?tment member comprising an elongated 
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central Web portion, a pair of ?rst ?anges extending laterally 
from the Web portion intermediate the ends thereof and 
along the length thereof, and a pair of second ?anges 
extending from one end of the Web portion, Whereby in use 
a connecting portion of each panel Will be tightly engaged by 
said ?rst and second ?anges on each side of the Web portion 
such that the panels Will be spaced apart by the thickness of 
the Web portion. 

11. The ?tment member of claim 10 Wherein each of said 
?rst ?anges decreases in thickness toWards the outer end 
thereof to facilitate entrance of the ?rst ?ange into a corre 
sponding kerf of the panel connecting portion. 

12. The ?tment member of claim 10 Wherein each of said 
second ?anges includes a plurality of apertures therethrough 
for reception of fastening means adapted to secure said 
?tment member to a panel or to a substrate. 

13. The ?tment member of claim 12 Wherein each of said 
second ?anges includes a plurality of countersunk apertures 
therethrough for reception of corresponding ?athead screWs, 
With the apertures of one of said second ?anges being 
oriented opposite to the apertures of the other of said second 
?anges, Whereby one set of said screWs can be utiliZed to 
secure said ?tment member to one of said panel connecting 
portions and another set of screWs can be utiliZed to secure 
said ?tment member to a substrate. 

14. The ?tment member of claim 13 Wherein, With said 
panels arranged generally one above another, and With said 
adjacent edges extending generally horiZontally, said ?tment 
member can be secured to a loWer one of the panels by Way 
of said one set of screWs, said ?tment member can be 
secured to said substrate by said another set of screWs, and 
an upper one of said panels can engage said ?tment member 
via corresponding ?rst and second ?anges only. 

15. The ?tment member of claim 10 Wherein said Web 
portion has an outer end portion that in use extends beyond 
an outer surface of panels engaged thereWith. 

16. The ?tment member of claim 10 Wherein said Web 
portion has an outer end portion that in use is ?ush With an 
outer surface of panels engaged thereWith. 

17. The ?tment member of claim 16 Wherein said Web 
portion outer end portion matches a decorative covering 
provided on said panels. 

18. The ?tment member of claim 16 Wherein said Web 
portion outer end portion contrasts With a decorative cov 
ering provided on said panels. 

19. A panelling system for covering a substrate With a 
plurality of panels, said system comprising at least tWo 
panels adapted for ?tment together along adjacent edges 
thereof and a ?tment member adapted for connection to at 
least said at least tWo panels; 

each said panel comprising a thin sheet of structural 
material having an outer surface, an inner surface and 
a plurality of edges; 

an H-shaped spacer member secured to said panel on the 
inner surface thereof along one of said edges, said 
spacer member including a ?rst pair of parallel legs 
extending from a central Web thereof and a second pair 
of parallel legs extending from said central Web in a 
direction opposite said ?rst pair of legs, said second 
legs de?ning a kerf therebetWeen; and 

said ?tment member including a central Web portion, a 
pair of ?rst ?anges extending laterally from said Web 
portion intermediate the ends thereof and adapted for a 
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tight ?t in a respective kerf of a spacer member, and a 
pair of second ?anges extending from one end of said 
Web portion, 

Whereby With the spacer member of said at least tWo 
panels engaging said ?tment member along the respec 
tive at least one panel edges, said panels Will be spaced 
from each other by the thickness of said ?tment mem 
ber Web portion and said panels Will be interconnected 
by Way of said ?rst and second ?anges engaging the 
respective kerfs of said spacer members. 

20. The panelling system of claim 20 including a plurality 
of through holes extending through each of said ?rst pair of 
legs of said spacer member for reception of suitable fasten 
ers for connecting said spacer member to the inner surface 
of a panel and to the adjacent second ?ange of the ?tment 
member. 

21. The panelling system of claim 19 Wherein said outer 
surface of each panel includes a decorative covering and an 
outer end portion of said ?tment member Web portion 
matches said decorative covering. 

22. The panelling system of claim 19 Wherein said outer 
surface of each panel includes a decorative covering and an 
outer end portion of said ?tment member Web portion 
contrasts With said decorative covering. 

23. Apanelling system for covering interior Wall surfaces 
of an elevator cab With a plurality of panels, said system 
comprising a plurality of panels adapted for ?tment together 
along adjacent edges thereof and a plurality of ?tment 
members adapted for connection to adjacent pairs of panels 
to interconnect such adjacent panels together; 

each said panel having a panel body, an outer surface, an 
inner surface and a plurality of edges, a kerf extending 
into said panel body betWeen said inner and said outer 
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surfaces from at least one of said panel edges, and a 
rabbet portion extending into said panel body at said 
inner surface from said at least one panel edge; and 

each said ?tment member including a central Web portion, 
a pair of ?rst ?anges extending laterally from said Web 
portion and adapted for a tight ?t in a respective panel 
kerf, and a pair of second ?anges extending from one 
end of said Web portion and adapted for a ?ush ?t in a 
respective rabbet portion of a panel; 

one of said second ?anges of each ?tment member 
including means for securing that ?tment member to 
the panel associated thereWith and the other of said 
second ?anges including means for securing said ?t 
ment member to a Wall surface to be covered; 

Whereby With the pair of panels engaging said ?tment 
member along the respective adjacent panel edges, said 
panels Will be spaced from each other by the thickness 
of said ?tment member Web portion and said panels 
Will be interconnected by Way of said ?rst and second 
?anges engaging the respective kerfs and rabbet por 
tions. 

24. The panelling system of claim 23 Wherein said ?tment 
members can extend generally vertically, generally horiZon 
tally, or at an angle to the vertical Within said elevator cab. 

25. The panelling system of claim 23 including a deco 
rative cap member having a Web portion, a ?rst ?ange 
extending laterally of said Web portion, and a second ?ange 
extending from an end of said Web portion parallel to said 
?rst?ange, said cap member being adapted for ?tment in the 
kerf and rabbet portion of an end panel. 

* * * * * 


