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(57) ABSTRACT 

A cover portion (6) is slidable between a closed position in 
which it covers a holding space de?ned by a drawer portion 
(4). Upwardly opening slots (22) in the side walls (14) of the 
drawer portion (4) extend between front shoulders (26) and 
rear shoulders (24). Each slot (22) receives a stop member 

(54) projecting downwardly from the cover portion Engagement of the stop members (54) with the shoulders 

(24, 26) limits sliding movement of the cover portion A 
lock projection (30) extends laterally outwardly from each 
side wall (14) of the drawer portion (4) and is received into 
a corresponding recess (56) on the cover portion (6) to 
releasably lock the cover portion (6) in its closed position. 
The lock projections is are positioned in grooves (28), and 
the recesses (56) are formed in longitudinally extending 
tongues (58). The cover portion (6) is resilient, and an 
air-tight seal is formed between each tongue (58) and the 
bottom of the groove (28) into which it is received. The front 
end wall (16) of the drawer portion (4) has a ramp surface 
(34) to assist the removal of articles from the holding space. 
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SLIDE OPEN CONTAINER 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This invention relates to a slide open container for 
articles and, more particularly, to such a container that has 
a draWer portion and a cover portion slidable betWeen a 
closed position and an open position, sliding movement of 
said cover portion being limited by engagement of a stop 
member projecting into a slot and said cover portion being 
releasably locked into its closed position by engagement of 
a lock projection on the draWer portion in a recess formed on 
a sideWall of the cover portion. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

[0002] Breath mint strips in the form of tissue-thin ?lm are 
becoming increasingly popular. Because of the physical 
characteristics of such strips, containers originally designed 
for use With more conventional tablet-like breath mints 
generally do not maximiZe the ease of use of the strips. A 
container Which reliably protects the strips from contami 
nation but Which easily dispenses the strips is a desirable 
goal. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The invention provides a slide open container 
comprising a draWer portion de?ning a holding space for 
articles, and a cover portion. The cover portion is slidable 
betWeen a closed position in Which the cover portion at least 
substantially covers the holding space, and an open position 
in Which said space is accessible to a user. 

[0004] According to an aspect of the invention, the draWer 
portion has an outer side surface With a lock projection 
extending laterally outWardly therefrom. The cover portion 
has a top Wall and a side Wall. The side Wall has an inWardly 
facing recess positioned to receive the lock projection When 
the cover portion is in its closed position, to releasably lock 
the cover portion in the closed position. The cover portion is 
sufficiently ?exible to cause the side Wall of the cover 
portion to bend laterally outWardly When a user presses on 
the top Wall of the cover portion, to move the lock projection 
out of the recess. 

[0005] A preferred feature of the invention is serrations 
formed on a bottom surface of the draWer portion. The 
serrations are positioned to be engaged by a ?rst ?nger of a 
hand of a user as the user presses on the top Wall of the cover 
portion With another ?nger of the same hand and, With said 
other ?nger, slides the cover portion toWard the open posi 
tion. Another preferred feature is serrations formed on an 
outer side surface of the side Wall of the cover portion. The 
serrations are positioned to be engaged by a ?nger of a user. 
This helps the user maintain a grip on the cover to assist 
sliding the cover betWeen its open and closed positions. 

[0006] The desired ?exibility of the cover portion may be 
provided in various Ways. In the preferred embodiment, the 
top Wall has a convex outer surface. 

[0007] As used herein, the term “?nger” includes all ?ve 
digits of the human hand, including the thumb. 

[0008] The details of the structure of the lock projection 
and recess and their positioning may also be varied. Pref 
erably, the side Wall of the cover portion includes a loWer 
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edge portion having a longitudinally extending tongue pro 
jecting laterally inWardly therefrom. The outer side surface 
of the draWer portion has a groove extending therealong. 
The groove is positioned to slidably receive the tongue as the 
cover portion slides betWeen its closed and open positions. 
The lock projection is positioned in the groove, and the 
recess is formed in the tongue. 

[0009] A feature of the invention is a side Wall of the 
draWer portion that includes the outer side surface and an 
upper edge portion. The upper edge portion has an upWardly 
opening slot extending therealong from a front shoulder to 
a rear shoulder. The cover portion has a stop member 
projecting doWnWardly therefrom and slidably received into 
the slot. Engagement of the stop member With the rear 
shoulder de?nes a limit of sliding movement of the cover 
portion as the cover portion slides into the open position. 

[0010] According to another aspect of the invention, the 
container has a ramped con?guration to assist a user in 
removing an article from the container. Containers With this 
feature include a draWer portion having a bottom Wall With 
an inner surface, an upper edge spaced above the inner 
surface, and an end Wall extending betWeen the inner surface 
and the upper edge. The end Wall has a ramped con?guration 
to guide an article in the draWer portion upWardly and 
outWardly When a user engages the article With a ?rst ?nger 
and slides the article toWard and against the end Wall. This 
enables the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger 
and another ?nger of the same hand, to quickly and easily 
remove the article from the container. In the preferred 
embodiment, the end Wall has a ramp surface that curves 
continuously from the inner surface to the upper edge. 
Containers having the feature of a ramped con?guration are 
also preferably provided With the lock projection/recess 
feature described above. 

[0011] According to still another aspect of the invention, 
one of the draWer portion and the cover portion has a slot 
extending therealong from a front shoulder to a rear shoul 
der. The other of the draWer portion and the cover portion 
has a stop member projecting therefrom and slidably 
received into the slot. Engagement of the stop member With 
the rear shoulder de?nes a limit of sliding movement of the 
cover portion as the cover portion slides into the open 
position. Preferably, engagement With the front shoulder 
de?nes a limit of sliding movement as the cover portion 
slides into the closed position. 

[0012] The slot may be formed on either the cover portion 
or the draWer portion. HoWever, to help maximiZe the 
simplicity and durability of the container, the slot preferably 
is formed on an upper edge portion of a side Wall of the 
draWer portion. The stop member projects doWnWardly from 
the cover portion into the upWardly opening slot. 

[0013] The side Wall of the draWer portion of a container 
constructed in accordance With the last mentioned aspect of 
the invention preferably has an outer side surface With a lock 
projection extending laterally outWardly therefrom. The 
cover portion has a side Wall With an inWardly facing recess 
positioned to receive the lock projection When the cover 
portion is in the closed position, to releasably lock the cover 
portion in the closed position. In the preferred con?guration 
of the lock projection and recess, the side Wall of the cover 
portion includes a loWer edge portion having a longitudi 
nally extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly there 
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from. The outer side surface of the drawer portion has a 
groove extending therealong positioned to slidably receive 
the tongue as the cover portion slides betWeen the open and 
closed positions. The lock projection is positioned in the 
groove, and the recess is formed in the tongue. 

[0014] Containers constructed according to this aspect of 
the invention may also include a variety of preferred fea 
tures. One such feature is the ramped con?guration dis 
cussed above. 

[0015] According to another aspect of the invention, the 
container is provided With an air-tight seal. The draWer 
portion has opposite outer side surfaces, and the cover 
portion has a top Wall and opposite side Walls. The cover 
portion is resiliently ?exible to cause the side Walls of the 
cover portion to bend laterally outWardly When a user 
presses on the top Wall. Each side Wall of the cover portion 
includes a loWer edge portion having a longitudinally 
extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly therefrom. 
Each outer side surface of the draWer portion has a groove 
extending therealong positioned to slidably receive a corre 
sponding one of the tongues as the cover portion slides 
betWeen the closed position and the open position. The 
grooves have bottoms positioned a ?rst distance apart, and 
the tongues are positioned a second distance apart. The 
second distance is less than the ?rst distance to cause the 
tongues to contact the bottoms of the grooves With suf?cient 
pressure to form a air-tight seal therebetWeen. 

[0016] In the currently preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, a container With the air-tight seal feature also includes 
the feature of a lock projection on the draWer portion 
extending into a recess on the cover portion. As described 
above, engagement of the lock projection in the recess 
releasably locks the cover portion in the closed position. 

[0017] The material or materials from Which the container 
is made may be varied. Preferably, the cover portion made 
of a plastic material having a higher elasticity than the 
draWer portion. The currently most preferred materials are 
polypropylene for the cover portion and polystyrene for the 
draWer portion. 

[0018] These and other features and advantages Will 
become apparent from the detailed description of the inven 
tion that folloWs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] In the draWings, like element designations refer to 
like parts throughout, and: 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a pictorial vieW looking toWard the top, 
one side, and the front of the preferred embodiment of the 
container, With the cover portion in a closed position. 

[0021] FIG. 2 is a side elevational vieW of the container 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a rear elevational vieW of the container 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0023] FIG. 4 is a front elevational vieW of the container 
shoWn in FIGS. 1-3. 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a top plan vieW of the container shoWn in 
FIGS. 1-4. 
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[0025] FIG. 6 is a bottom plan vieW of the container 
shoWn in FIGS. 1-5. 

[0026] FIG. 7 is like FIG. 1 except that it shoWs the cover 
in an open position. 

[0027] FIG. 8 is like FIG. 7 except that it is taken looking 
toWard the bottom of the container. 

[0028] FIG. 9 is a fragmentary sectional vieW taken along 
the line 9-9 in FIG. 6. 

[0029] FIG. 10 is a longitudinal sectional vieW taken 
along the line 10-10 in FIG. 9. 

[0030] FIG. 11 is a fragmentary pictorial vieW of a front 
end portion of the cover of the container shoWn in FIGS. 
1-10, looking toWard the bottom of the cover portion. 

[0031] FIG. 12 is a similar vieW of a front end portion of 
the draWer portion of the container. 

[0032] FIG. 13 is a fragmentary bottom plan vieW of a 
front corner portion of the container shoWn in FIGS. 1-6, 
illustrating the releasably locking of the cover in the closed 
position. 

[0033] FIG. 14 is a longitudinal sectional vieW of the 
preferred embodiment, With the cover portion shoWn in an 
open position and the draWer portion shoWn in elevation. 

[0034] FIG. 15 is like FIG. 14 except that foreground 
portions of the draWer portion are cut aWay and removal of 
a ?lm strip from the draWer portion is illustrated. 

[0035] FIG. 16 is like FIG. 6 except that it illustrates the 
positioning of the side Walls of the cover portion When a user 
is pressing doWn on the top Wall of the cover portion to 
release the cover portion from its locked closed position. 

[0036] FIG. 17 is an enlargement of FIG. 4 shoWn jux 
taposed to FIG. 18 for purposes of comparison. 

[0037] FIG. 18 is a front elevational vieW illustrating a 
user grasping the container and pushing doWn on the top 
Wall of the cover portion to release the closed position 
locking of the cover portion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0038] The draWings shoW the presently preferred 
embodiment of the invention. This embodiment is con 
structed in accordance With the best mode of the invention 
currently knoWn to the applicant. As illustrated in FIG. 15, 
the container 2 is being used for storing and dispensing 
breath strips W of the tissue-thin con?guration mentioned 
above. It is anticipated that the container of the invention 
Will be used primarily in connection With such edible thin 
strips. HoWever, it is intended to be understood that the 
container of the invention may also be used to advantage for 
storing and dispensing other types of articles, including but 
not limited to pill-shaped articles. 

[0039] The container 2 is a slide open container that 
includes a draWer portion 4 and a cover portion 6. The 
draWer portion 4 de?nes a holding space for articles, such as 
the breath strips W illustrated in FIG. 15. The cover portion 
6 is slidable betWeen a closed position, illustrated in FIGS. 
1, 2, 5, 6, and 10, and an open position, illustrated in FIGS. 
7, 8, 14, and 15. In the closed position, the cover portion 6 
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at least substantially covers the holding space. In the illus 
trated preferred embodiment, the cover portion continuously 
extends over the entire draWer portion. In the open position, 
the holding space is accessible to a user to alloW the user to 
remove articles from the holding space. 

[0040] The draWer portion 4 includes a bottom Wall 10, a 
back Wall 12, opposite side Walls 14, and a front Wall 16. 
These Walls together de?ne the holding space. Except for a 
short forWard portion 18, the Width of the draWer portion 4 
is essentially constant. The forWard portion 18 has an 
enlarged Width. The bottom surface of the forWard portion 
18 has ridges or serrations 20 formed thereon. The serrations 
20 are positioned to be engaged by a ?rst ?nger of a user’s 
hand as the user presses on the top Wall 40 of the cover 
portion 6 With another ?nger of the same hand and, With that 
other ?nger, slides the cover portion 6 toWard its open 
position. An outer rearWardly facing shoulder 32 is formed 
on each side of the draWer portion 4 Where the Width of the 
draWer portion 4 increases to the enlarged Width of the front 
portion 18. 

[0041] The cover portion 6 includes a top Wall 40, a rear 
Wall 42, and opposite side Walls 46. A doWnWardly facing 
slot 44 is formed in the rear Wall 42. Auser may engage the 
back Wall 12 of the draWer portion 4 by moving a ?nger 
through the slot 44 to enable the user to push on the back 
Wall 12 to assist in moving the draWer portion 4 forWardly 
With respect to the cover portion 6 so that the cover portion 
6 moves toWards its open position. Preferably, serrations or 
ridges 48 are formed on the outer side surfaces of the side 
Walls 46 of the cover portion 6 near the rear of the cover 
portion 6. The serrations 48 are positioned to be engaged by 
the ?ngers of a user to alloW the user to obtain a better grip 
on the cover portion 6. The top Wall 40 of the cover portion 
6 extends all the Way along the top of the container 2 to the 
forWard edge of the draWer portion 4. The side Walls 46 of 
the cover portion 6 terminate rearWardly of the front edge. 
Each side Wall 46 has a front end surface 50 that is at least 
closely adjacent to the outer shoulder 32 on the correspond 
ing side of the draWer portion 4 When the cover portion 6 is 
in its closed position. A forWard end portion 52 of the top 
Wall 40 projects forWardly from the interfaces betWeen the 
front end surfaces 50 and the top Wall 40. 

[0042] An important feature of the invention is a slot/stop 
member arrangement to limit sliding movement of the cover 
portion 6 as the cover portion 6 slides into its closed position 
and its open position. One of the container portions 4, 6 has 
a slot 22 extending therealong from a front shoulder 26 to a 
rear shoulder 24. The other portion 4,6 has a stop member 
54 projecting therefrom and slidably received into the slot 
22. In the illustrated preferred embodiment, each side Wall 
14 of the draWer portion 4 has an upper edge portion With an 
upWardly opening slot 22 extending therealong from a front 
shoulder 26 to a rear shoulder 24. A corresponding stop 
member 54 projects doWnWardly from the inner surface of 
the top Wall 40 of the cover portion 6 adjacent to the inner 
surface of the corresponding side Wall 46 of the cover 
portion 6. The stop members 54 extend into their corre 
sponding slots 22 to de?ne the limits of sliding movement of 
the cover portion 6. Engagement of the stop members 54 
With the rear shoulders 24 limits rearWard sliding movement 
of the cover portion 6 and prevents the cover portion 6 from 
being moved rearWardly beyond its open position. In the 
closed position of the cover portion 6, the projections 54 are 
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at least closely adjacent to the front shoulders 26. They 
preferably abut the shoulders 26. 

[0043] Another important feature of the invention is a lock 
projection/recess arrangement. The draWer portion 4 has an 
outer side surface With a lock projection 30 extending 
laterally outWardly therefrom. A side Wall 46 of the cover 
portion 6 has an inWardly facing recess 56 positioned to 
receive the lock projection 30 When the cover portion 6 is in 
its closed position. This releasably locks the cover portion 6 
in its closed position. See FIGS. 6 and 13. The cover portion 
6 is suf?ciently ?exible to cause the side Wall 46 of the cover 
portion 6 to bend laterally outWardly When a user presses on 
the top Wall 40, to move the lock projection 30 out of the 
recess 56. Preferably, each side Wall 14 of the draWer portion 
4 has a lock projection 30 extending laterally outWardly 
therefrom and each side Wall 46 of the cover portion 6 has 
a corresponding recess. To help provide the desired ?exibil 
ity, the top Wall 40 preferably has a convex outer surface that 
is at least partially ?attened by a user pressing doWn on the 
outer surface of the top Wall 40. See FIG. 18. The ?attening 
of the top Wall 40 bends at least the loWer edges of the 
sideWalls 46 of the cover portion 6 laterally outWardly, to 
move the lock projections 30 out of the corresponding 
recesses 56. The releasing of the locking engagement is 
illustrated in FIGS. 16-18. To move the cover portion 6 
toWard its open position, the user presses doWnWardly and 
rearWardly on the top Wall 40 of the cover portion 6. 

[0044] In the preferred embodiment, each side Wall 46 of 
the cover portion 6 includes a loWer edge portion having a 
longitudinally extending tongue 58 projecting laterally 
inWardly therefrom. As can be seen in FIG. 10, the tongue 
58 extends along about 70 percent of the length of the cover 
portion 6. The outer side surface of the corresponding side 
Wall 14 of the draWer portion 4 has a groove 28 extending 
therealong positioned to slidably received the tongue 58 as 
the cover portion 6 slides betWeen its closed position and its 
open position. The tongue 58 and groove 28 can best been 
seen in FIGS. 11 and 12. As shoWn in FIGS. 9 and 12, the 
groove 28 has a bottom 29, and the top Wall of the groove 
28 is preferably beveled. Referring to FIGS. 10 and 14, 
each of the lock projections 30 is positioned in the groove 28 
in the corresponding side Wall 14 of the draWer portion 4 
closely adjacent to the forWard end of the groove 28. Each 
recess 56 is formed in the corresponding tongue 58. 

[0045] Another important feature of the invention is an 
air-tight seal betWeen the draWer portion 4 and the cover 
portion 6. The 5 bottoms 29 of the grooves 28 are positioned 
a ?rst distance D apart. This distance D is illustrated in FIG. 
16. The tongues 58 are positioned a second distance apart 
that is less than the ?rst distance. This causes the tongues 58 
to contact the bottoms 29 of the grooves 28 With suf?cient 
pressure to form an air-tight seal therebetWeen. The cover 
portion 6 is resiliently ?exible. Preferably the cover portion 
6 is made of a plastic material having a higher elasticity than 
the draWer portion 4. In the currently preferred embodiment, 
the cover portion 6 is made polypropylene, and the draWer 
portion 4 is is made of polystyrene. 

[0046] Another advantageous feature of the invention is a 
ramped con?guration that assists in the removal of articles 
from the draWer portion 4. The bottom Wall 10 of the draWer 
portion 4 has an upWardly facing inner surface. An upper 
edge of the forWard enlarged Width portion 18 of the draWer 
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portion 4 is spaced above the inner surface of the bottom 
Wall 10. The front end Wall 16 of the draWer portion 4 
extends betWeen the inner surface and the upper edge. The 
inner surface of the end Wall 16 is a ramp surface 34 that 
extends betWeen the bottom Wall inner surface and the upper 
edge. As can best be seen in FIGS. 10 and 15, the ramp 
surface curves continuously from the inner surface to the 
upper edge. It extends forwardly and upwardly from the Wall 
that forms the outer shoulder 32 to the forWardmost upper 
edge of the draWer portion 4. 

[0047] FIG. 15 illustrates the manner in Which the ramp 
surface 34 guides an article W in the draWer portion 4 
upWardly and outWardly When a user engages the article W 
With a ?nger and slides the article W toWard and against the 
end Wall 16. Preferably, as the user slides the article against 
the ramp surface 34 of the end Wall 16, the user positions 
another ?nger of the same hand to grip the article W betWeen 
the ?nger sliding the article and the other ?nger to easily 
remove the article from the draWer portion 4. 

[0048] Although the preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion has been illustrated and described herein, it is intended 
to be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
modi?cations and omissions in form and detail may be made 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention 
as de?ned by the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A slide open container comprising a draWer portion 

de?ning a holding space for articles, and a cover portion 
slidable betWeen a closed position in Which said cover 
portion at least substantially covers said holding space, and 
an open position in Which said space is accessible to a user; 
said draWer portion having an outer side surface With a lock 
projection extending laterally outWardly therefrom, and said 
cover portion having a top Wall and a side Wall With an 
inWardly facing recess positioned to receive said lock pro 
jection When said cover portion is in said closed position, to 
releasably lock said cover portion in said closed position; 
said cover portion being suf?ciently ?exible to cause said 
side Wall of said cover portion to bend laterally outWardly 
When a user presses on said top Wall, to move said lock 
projection out of said recess. 

2. The container of claim 1, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a bottom surface With serrations formed thereon, said 
serrations being positioned to be engaged by a ?rst ?nger of 
a hand of a user as the user presses on said top Wall With 
another ?nger of the same hand of the user and, With said 
other ?nger, slides said cover portion toWard said open 
position. 

3. The container of claim 2, Wherein said top Wall has a 
convex outer surface. 

4. The container of claim 1, Wherein said top Wall has a 
convex outer surface. 

5. The container of claim 1, Wherein said side Wall of said 
cover portion includes a loWer edge portion having a lon 
gitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly 
therefrom, and said outer side surface of said draWer portion 
has a groove extending therealong positioned to slidably 
receive said tongue as said cover portion slides betWeen said 
closed position and said open position; said lock projection 
being positioned in said groove, and said recess being 
formed in said tongue. 

6. The container of claim 2, Wherein said side Wall of said 
cover portion includes a loWer edge portion having a lon 
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gitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly 
therefrom, and said outer side surface of said draWer portion 
has a groove extending therealong positioned to slidably 
receive said tongue as said cover portion slides betWeen said 
closed position and said open position; said lock projection 
being positioned in said groove, and said recess being 
formed in said tongue. 

7. The container of claim 3, Wherein said side Wall of said 
cover portion includes a loWer edge portion having a lon 
gitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly 
therefrom, and said outer side surface of said draWer portion 
has a groove extending therealong positioned to slidably 
receive said tongue as said cover portion slides betWeen said 
closed position and said open position; said lock projection 
being positioned in said groove, and said recess being 
formed in said tongue. 

8. The container of claim 4, Wherein said side Wall of said 
cover portion includes a loWer edge portion having a lon 
gitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly 
therefrom, and said outer side surface of said draWer portion 
has a groove extending therealong positioned to slidably 
receive said tongue as said cover portion slides betWeen said 
closed position and said open position; said lock projection 
being positioned in said groove, and said recess being 
formed in said tongue. 

9. The container of claim 1, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a side Wall that includes said outer side surface and an 
upper edge portion, said upper edge portion having an 
upWardly opening slot extending therealong from a front 
shoulder to a rear shoulder; and said cover portion has a stop 
member projecting doWnWardly therefrom and slidably 
received into said slot, engagement of said stop member 
With said rear shoulder de?ning a limit of sliding movement 
of said cover portion as said cover portion slides into said 
open position. 

10. The container of claim 2, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a side Wall that includes said outer side surface and an 
upper edge portion, said upper edge portion having an 
upWardly opening slot extending therealong from a front 
shoulder to a rear shoulder; and said cover portion has a stop 
member projecting doWnWardly therefrom and slidably 
received into said slot, engagement of said stop member 
With said rear shoulder de?ning a limit of sliding movement 
of said cover portion as said cover portion slides into said 
open position. 

11. The container of claim 4, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a side Wall that includes said outer side surface and an 
upper edge portion, said upper edge portion having an 
upWardly opening slot extending therealong from a front 
shoulder to a rear shoulder; and said cover portion has a stop 
member projecting doWnWardly therefrom and slidably 
received into said slot, engagement of said stop member 
With said rear shoulder de?ning a limit of sliding movement 
of said cover portion as said cover portion slides into said 
open position. 

12. The container of claim 5, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a side Wall that includes said outer side surface and an 
upper edge portion, said upper edge portion having an 
upWardly opening slot extending therealong from a front 
shoulder to a rear shoulder; and said cover portion has a stop 
member projecting doWnWardly therefrom and slidably 
received into said slot, engagement of said stop member 
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With said rear shoulder de?ning a limit of sliding movement 
of said cover portion as said cover portion slides into said 
open position. 

13. The container of claim 1, Wherein said side Wall of 
said cover portion has an outer side surface With serrations 
formed thereon and positioned to be engaged by a ?nger of 
a user. 

14. The container of claim 1, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper edge 
spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall extending 
betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; said end 
Wall having a ramped con?guration to guide an article in 
said draWer portion upWardly and outWardly When a user 
engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the user 
and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, to 
enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger and 
another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

15. The container of claim 14, Wherein said end Wall has 
a ramp surface that curves continuously from said inner 
surface to said upper edge. 

16. The container of claim 5, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper edge 
spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall extending 
betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; said end 
Wall having a ramped con?guration to guide an article in 
said draWer portion upWardly and outWardly When a user 
engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the user 
and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, to 
enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger and 
another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

17. The container of claim 9, Wherein said draWer portion 
has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper edge 
spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall extending 
betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; said end 
Wall having a ramped con?guration to guide an article in 
said draWer portion upWardly and outWardly When a user 
engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the user 
and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, to 
enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger and 
another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

18. A slide open container comprising a draWer portion 
de?ning a holding space for articles, and a cover portion 
slidable betWeen a closed position in Which said cover 
portion at least substantially covers said holding space, and 
an open position in Which said space is accessible to a user; 
said draWer portion having a side Wall that includes an upper 
edge portion, said upper edge portion having an upWardly 
opening slot extending therealong from a front shoulder to 
a rear shoulder; and said cover portion having a stop member 
projecting doWnWardly therefrom and slidably received into 
said slot, engagement of said stop member With said rear 
shoulder de?ning a limit of sliding movement of said cover 
portion as said cover portion slides into said open position. 

19. The container of claim 18, Wherein said side Wall of 
said draWer portion has an outer side surface With a lock 
projection extending laterally outWardly therefrom, and said 
cover portion has a side Wall With an inWardly facing recess 
positioned to receive said lock projection When said cover 
portion is in said closed position, to releasably lock said 
cover portion in said closed position. 

20. The container of claim 19, Wherein said side Wall of 
said cover portion includes a loWer edge portion having a 
longitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally 
inWardly therefrom, and said outer side surface of said 
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draWer portion has a groove extending therealong positioned 
to slidably receive said tongue as said cover portion slides 
betWeen said closed position and said open position; said 
lock projection being positioned in said groove, and said 
recess being formed in said tongue. 

21. The container of claim 18, Wherein said draWer 
portion has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper 
edge spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall 
extending betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; 
said end Wall having a ramped con?guration to guide an 
article in said draWer portion upWardly and outWardly When 
a user engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the 
user and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, 
to enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger 
and another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

22. The container of claim 19, Wherein said draWer 
portion has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper 
edge spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall 
extending betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; 
said end Wall having a ramped con?guration to guide an 
article in said draWer portion upWardly and outWardly When 
a user engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the 
user and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, 
to enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger 
and another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

23. The container of claim 20, Wherein said draWer 
portion has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper 
edge spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall 
extending betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; 
said end Wall having a ramped con?guration to guide an 
article in said draWer portion upWardly and outWardly When 
a user engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the 
user and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, 
to enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger 
and another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

24. A slide open container comprising a draWer portion 
de?ning a holding space for articles, and a cover portion 
slidable betWeen a closed position in Which said cover 
portion at least substantially covers said holding space, and 
an open position in Which said space is accessible to a user; 
one of said draWer portion and said cover portion having a 
slot extending therealong from a front shoulder to a rear 
shoulder; and the other of said draWer portion and said cover 
portion having a stop member projecting therefrom and 
slidably received into said slot, engagement of said stop 
member With said front shoulder and said rear shoulder 
de?ning limits of sliding movement of said cover portion as 
said cover portion slides into said closed position and said 
open position, respectively. 

25. The container of claim 24, Wherein said draWer 
portion includes a side Wall having an outer side surface With 
a lock projection extending laterally outWardly therefrom, 
and said cover portion has a side Wall With an inWardly 
facing recess positioned to receive said lock projection When 
said cover portion is in said closed position, to releasably 
lock said cover portion in said closed position. 

26. The container of claim 25, Wherein said side Wall of 
said cover portion includes a loWer edge portion having a 
longitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally 
inWardly therefrom, and said outer side surface of said 
draWer portion has a groove extending therealong positioned 
to slidably receive said tongue as said cover portion slides 
betWeen said closed position and said open position; said 
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lock projection being positioned in said groove, and said 
recess being formed in said tongue. 

27. The container of claim 24, Wherein said draWer 
portion has a bottom Wall With an inner surface, an upper 
edge spaced above said inner surface, and an end Wall 
extending betWeen said inner surface and said upper edge; 
said end Wall having a rarnped con?guration to guide an 
article in said draWer portion upwardly and outWardly When 
a user engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of a hand of the 
user and slides the article toWard and against said end Wall, 
to enable the user to grip the article betWeen the ?rst ?nger 
and another ?nger of the same hand of the user. 

28. A slide open container comprising a draWer portion 
de?ning a holding space for articles, and a cover portion 
slidable betWeen a closed position in Which said cover 
portion at least substantially covers said holding space, and 
an open position in Which said space is accessible to a user; 
said draWer portion having opposite outer side surfaces each 
With a lock projection extending laterally outWardly there 
from, and said cover portion having a top Wall and opposite 
side Walls each With an inWardly facing recess positioned to 
receive a corresponding one of said lock projections When 
said cover portion is in said closed position, to releasably 
lock said cover portion in said closed position; said cover 
portion being suf?ciently ?exible to cause said side Walls of 
said cover portion to bend laterally outWardly When a user 
presses on said top Wall, to move said lock projections out 
of said recesses; each said side Wall of said cover portion 
including a loWer edge portion having a longitudinally 
extending tongue projecting laterally inWardly therefrom, 
and each said outer side surface of said draWer portion 
having a groove extending therealong positioned to slidably 
receive a corresponding one of said tongues as said cover 
portion slides betWeen said closed position and said open 
position; on each said outer side surface, said lock projection 
being positioned in said groove; on each said side Wall, said 
recess being formed in said tongue; and said grooves having 
bottorns positioned a ?rst distance apart, and said tongues 
being positioned a second distance apart, said second dis 
tance being less than said ?rst distance to cause said tongues 
to contact said bottoms of said grooves With suf?cient 
pressure to form an air-tight seal therebetWeen. 

29. The container of claim 28, Wherein said cover portion 
is made of a plastic material having a higher elasticity than 
said draWer portion. 

30. The container of claim 29, Wherein said cover portion 
is made of polypropylene, and said draWer portion is made 
of polystyrene. 

31. The container of claim 28, Wherein said top Wall has 
a convex outer surface. 
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32. A slide open container comprising a draWer portion 
de?ning a holding space for articles, and a cover portion 
slidable betWeen a closed position in Which said cover 
portion at least substantially covers said holding space, and 
an open position in Which said space is accessible to a user; 
said draWer portion having opposite outer side surfaces, said 
cover portion having a top Wall and opposite side Walls, and 
said cover portion being resiliently ?exible to cause said side 
Walls of said cover portion to bend laterally outWardly When 
a user presses on said top Wall; each said side Wall of said 
cover portion including a loWer edge portion having a 
longitudinally extending tongue projecting laterally 
inWardly therefrom, and each said outer side surface of said 
draWer portion having a groove extending therealong posi 
tioned to slidably receive a corresponding one of said 
tongues as said cover portion slides betWeen said closed 
position and said open position; and said grooves having 
bottorns positioned a ?rst distance apart, and said tongues 
being positioned a second distance apart, said second dis 
tance being less than said ?rst distance to cause said tongues 
to contact said bottoms of said grooves With suf?cient 
pressure to form an air-tight seal therebetWeen. 

33. The container of claim 32, Wherein said cover portion 
is made of a plastic material having a higher elasticity than 
said draWer portion. 

34. The container of claim 33, Wherein said cover portion 
is made of polypropylene, and said draWer portion is made 
of polystyrene. 

35. The container of claim 32, Wherein said top Wall has 
a convex outer surface. 

36. A slide open container comprising a draWer portion 
de?ning a holding space for articles, and a cover portion 
slidable betWeen a closed position in Which said cover 
portion at least substantially covers said holding space, and 
an open position in Which said space is accessible to a user; 
said draWer portion having a bottom Wall With an inner 
surface, an upper edge spaced above said inner surface, and 
an end Wall extending betWeen said inner surface and said 
upper edge; said end Wall having a rarnped con?guration to 
guide an article in said draWer portion upWardly and out 
Wardly When a user engages the article With a ?rst ?nger of 
a hand of the user and slides the article toWard and against 
said end Wall, to enable the user to grip the article betWeen 
the ?rst ?nger and another ?nger of the same hand of the 
user. 

37. The container of claim 36, Wherein said end Wall has 
a ramp surface that curves continuously from said inner 
surface to said upper edge. 

* * * * * 


