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(57) ABSTRACT 

Afoldable display element for hanging display of a garment 
provides for multidirectional display of product indicia. The 
foldable display element includes a main body having 
opposite sides and opposite ends and an opening for receiv 
ing the hook of a hanger. The main body further includes 
fold lines extending from opposite sides of the opening to 
divide the main body into ?rst and second panels. The 
foldable blank further includes a side panel connected to one 

(22) Filed; Sep_ 18, 2002 of the sides of the main panel and extending laterally With 
respect to the main body. The side panel has opposite sides 

Publication Classi?cation and includes a pair of closely spaced fold lines dividing the 
side panel into ?rst and second sub-panels separated by a 

(51) Int. Cl.7 ................................................... .. B65D 85/18 narroW intermediate panel. 
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FOLDABLE ELEMENT FOR HANGING DISPLAY 
OF A GARMENT 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a foldable display 
element for merchandise such as a garment or the like. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a foldable dis 
play element for hanging display of a garment that provides 
for multidirectional display of product indicia. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] In the retail industry, it is common for certain forms 
of merchandise, such as garments and the like, to be pre 
sented for sale to consumers in a hanging display. In such a 
display, the garment is typically received by a support 
member, such as a hanger, having a hook that engages a 
display rod for support of the garment. 

[0003] It is knoWn to provide a display assembly for 
hanging display of a garment in Which a foldable display 
element receives the hook of the support member for the 
garment and is supported by the hanger along With the 
garment. Such foldable elements, typically made of a paper 
board material, may provide for protection of the garment 
and may also provide convenient surfaces for presentation of 
various indicia relating to the garment. Typical indicia 
relating to a displayed garment may include product iden 
tifying information such as branding information or photo 
graphic or other likeness of a person Wearing the garment 
associated With the display assembly. The indicia may also 
include other product related information such as garment 
siZing information, UPC coding, information regarding 
product care, consumer Warning information, etc. 

[0004] KnoWn foldable display elements include a main 
fold line that divides the display element into a front panel 
and a rear panel. The display elements include an opening 
that is located at, or near, the fold line for receipt of the 
hanger hook. The front panel of the display element typi 
cally bears indicia that identi?es and distinguishes the 
associated garment such as branding information and pho 
tographic likeness of the garment, for example. The rear 
panel most commonly is reserved for general information 
regarding the product such as siZing information or care or 
Warning information, for example. The display element 
therefore is designed to forWardly present the product iden 
tifying and distinguishing indicia to a consumer With respect 
to the display assembly. Such a construction may be suf? 
cient in those situations Where a consumer may readily gain 
access to the front of the displayed garments, by sliding the 
hook of the display assembly With respect to the display rod 
for example. 

[0005] HoWever, requirements for high volume sales have 
lead to increasingly croWded display conditions in many 
retail settings. The resulting close side-by-side positioning 
of displayed garments results in concealment of the front 
and back panels of the display element, and the product 
identifying and distinguishing indicia presented thereon, 
from consumers. Such concealment defeats the intent of the 
indicia for rapid identi?cation of the displayed article. This 
is particularly detrimental Where the manufacturer may have 
spend signi?cant amounts of money in developing a trade 
mark or a distinctive display that Would serve to readily 
distinguish the garment if it Was not concealed from vieW. In 
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such a setting, a consumer Would either have to forcibly 
separate adjacent ones of the displayed garments or physi 
cally remove the garment from the display rack in order to 
gain access to the indicia presented by the display assembly. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] According to one aspect, the invention provides a 
foldable display element for hanging display of a garment 
that provides for multi-directional display of product indicia. 
The foldable display element includes a main body having 
opposite sides and opposite ends. The main body includes an 
opening for receiving a hanger and fold lines extending from 
opposite sides of the opening to the sides of the main body 
to divide the main body into ?rst and second panels. The 
foldable display element further includes a side panel con 
nected to one of the sides of the main panel and extending 
laterally With respect to the main body. The side panel 
includes a pair of relatively closely spaced fold lines extend 
ing betWeen the opposite sides of the side panel to divide the 
side panel into ?rst and second sub-panels located on 
opposite sides of a narroW intermediate panel. The fold lines 
of the side panel provide for a folded condition in Which the 
second sub-panel overlies at least a portion of the ?rst 
sub-panel. 
[0007] According to another aspect, the invention pro 
vides an assembly for hanging display of a garment. The 
assembly includes a hanger and a folded display element 
including a body portion having an opening in Which the 
hanger is received for support of the display element. The 
body portion includes fold lines extending from opposite 
sides of the opening to divide the body portion into front and 
rear panels. A lateral display portion of the folded display 
element extends from one side of the body portion and has 
a pair of closely spaced fold lines extending betWeen oppo 
site sides thereof. The fold lines form an extension panel 
connected to the body portion, an intermediate panel located 
betWeen the fold lines and a return panel de?ning a terminal 
end of the lateral display portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a top plan vieW of a foldable display 
element according to the present invention; 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the display element 
of FIG. 1 shoWn in a folded condition; and 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of a foldable display 
element according to the present invention shoWn receiving 
the hook of a hanger for display of a HalloWeen costume. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] Referring to the draWings Where like numerals refer 
to like elements, there is shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2 a foldable 
display element or blank 10 according to the present inven 
tion. The foldable display element or blank 10 has a front 
surface 11 and an opposite rear surface 13 and is preferably 
made from paperboard or cardboard. 

[0012] The display element 10 includes a main body 12 
having opposite sides 14 and 16 and opposite ends 15 and 
17. The display element 10 further includes a side panel 18 
having opposite sides 20, 22. The side panel 18 extends 
laterally from side 16 of the main body 12. The extension of 
side panel 18 from side 16 of main body 12 provides for 
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lateral display of product indicia from main body 12 When 
the blank 10 is folded and received by a supported garment 
as Will be described in greater detail. 

[0013] The main body 12 includes an elongated slot 24 
having opposite ends 26, 28. The slot 24 extends laterally 
across a middle portion of the main body 12 such that the 
slot 24 is located in a substantially central position betWeen 
sides 14 and 16 of the main body 12. The main body 12 also 
includes fold lines 30, 32, most preferably crease lines, that 
extend betWeen the sides 14, 16, respectively, of the main 
body 12 and the ends 26, 28, respectively of the slot 24. The 
fold lines 30, 32 and the slot 24 divide the main body 12 into 
?rst and second panels 34, 36, respectively. The fold lines 
30, 32 and slot 34 are positioned betWeen the ends 15, 17 
such that they are closer to end 15 than to end 17 such that 
the ?rst panel 34 has a height that is greater than that of the 
second panel 36. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the folding of the main 
body 12 along the fold lines 30, 32 positions the second 
panel 36 behind the ?rst panel 34 such that the relatively 
smaller second panel 36 overlies a portion of the ?rst panel 
34. The fold lines 30, 32 are aligned With slot 24 such that 
the fold lines 30, 32 contact the ends 26, 28 of the slot 24 
substantially centrally thereof thereby dividing the slot into 
halves When the main body is folded along the fold lines 30, 
32 (FIG. 2). 

[0014] The side panel 18 is connected to the ?rst panel 34 
of main body 12 such that side 22 of the side panel 18 joins 
side 16 of the main body 12 adj acent fold line 32. The side 
panel 18 Will therefore extend from an upperrnost portion of 
the main body 12 When the main body 12 is folded along 
fold lines 30, 32 (FIG. 2). The side panel 18 includes a pair 
of closely spaced fold lines 38, most preferably crease lines, 
that are located interrnediately With respect to the side panel 
18 and extend across the side panel 18 betWeen sides 20, 22 
of the side panel. The fold lines 38 divide the side panel 18 
into ?rst and second sub-panels 40, 42, respectively, located 
on opposite sides of the fold lines 38 and a relatively narroW 
interrnediate panel 44 located betWeen the fold lines 38. The 
?rst sub-panel 40 of the unfolded display element 10 of FIG. 
1 is adjacent to the main body 12 With respect to the fold 
lines 38 and the second sub-panel is remote to the main body 
12. As Will be described in greater detail, When the display 
element 10 is folded, the ?rst sub-panel 40 Will extend from 
the main body 12 While the second sub-panel 42 Will be 
returned toWard the main body 12. 

[0015] The sub-panels 40, 42 include curved extensions 
46, 48, respectively, that project from side 22 of the side 
panel 18. The extensions 46, 48 have ends located at the fold 
lines 38 such that the extension 48 of sub-panel 42 Will 
overly the extension 46 of sub-panel 40 When the side panel 
18 is folded along fold lines 38 as shoWn in FIG. 2. The 
extensions 46, 48 are substantially equal in siZe. The fold 
lines 38 are closer to the intersection betWeen sub-panel 40 
and the ?rst panel 36 of main body 12 than to an end 50 of 
sub-panel 42. As a result, sub-panel 42 has a Width that is 
greater than that of sub-panel 40 and extends beyond an end 
of extension 48 to de?ne an end portion 51 of sub-panel 42 
at a terminal end of side panel 18. 

[0016] Referring to FIG. 2, the display element 10 is 
shoWn in a folded condition. As described previously, main 
panel 12 is folded along fold lines 30, 32 such that the 
second panel 36 overlies a portion of the ?rst panel 34 
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behind the ?rst panel 34 in the vieW of FIG. 2. In the folded 
condition, the ?rst panel 34 forms a front panel for the 
display element 10 and the second panel 36 forms a rear 
panel. The folding of the main panel 12 along fold lines 30, 
32 positions the slot 24 in an upper location With respect to 
the main body 12. The above-described positioning of the 
fold lines 30, 32 to divide the opposite ends 26, 28 of slot 24 
into halves causes the slot 24 to form a shalloW notch When 
the main body 12 is folded along fold lines 30, 32. 

[0017] The laterally extending side panel 18 is folded to 
cause return of sub-panel 42 such that sub-panel 42 sub 
stantially overlies sub-panel 40 but is separated from sub 
panel 40, at least at one side of the sub-panels, by the 
intermediate panel 44. This returned con?guration of the 
side panel 18 provides for presentation of the front surface 
11 of the display element 10 from three principal directions. 
Speci?cally, With respect to FIG. 2, sub-panel 40 forms a 
?rst face the front surface 11 of side panel 18 is displayed 
substantially forWardly (sub-panel 40), rearWardly (sub 
panel 42) and sideWardly (interrnediate panel 44). Such 
rnulti-directional display of surface 11 is particularly ben 
e?cial for hanging display of a garment, such as a Halloween 
costume, in croWded conditions as Will be described in 
greater detail. 

[0018] The curved extensions 46 and 48 project from the 
side panels 40, 42, respectively, such that the extensions 46, 
48 form upperrnost portions of the display element 10. The 
position of end portion 50 of sub-panel 42 at the terminal 
end of side panel 18 positions the end portion 50 in an 
overlying relationship to the rear panel 36 of main body 12. 
This overlying position of end portion 50 provides for 
securernent of the sub-panel 42 to the main body 12, if 
desired, by stapling for example. 

[0019] Referring to FIG. 3, there is shoWn an assembly 52 
that provides for hanging display of a Halloween costume 54 
from a display rod 56. The assembly 52 includes a folded 
display element 58 that is identical to the folded display 
element 10 of FIG. 2 With the exception that the main body 
12 and side panel 18 of display element 58 bear printed 
indicia relating to the supported and displayed costurne 54. 
The hook 62 of a hanger 60 is received by slot 24 of the 
display element 58 such that the hook 62 extends from the 
display element 58 to engage display rod 56 for support of 
the hanger 60. The hanger 60 includes support arms 64 that 
extend laterally from a base portion of the hook 62 and 
prevent passage of the hanger 60 through the slot 24 thereby 
providing support for the display element 58. In the Well 
known manner, the laterally extending arms 64 also provide 
support for the Halloween costume 54. 

[0020] The relatively large siZe of the front panel 34 of the 
main body 12 provides a suitable location for the presenta 
tion of product indicia Which may include a photographic or 
artWork likeness 66 of the costume to identify the displayed 
costurne 54 and distinguish it from other costurnes. The 
relatively smaller siZe of the rear panel 36 (not shoWn) 
provides a suitable location for printed indicia such as 
costurne siZe inforrnation, Warning inforrnation, UPC cod 
ing, etc. 

[0021] As shoWn in FIG. 3, the rnulti-directional presen 
tation that is provided by the returning side panel 18 is 
ideally suited for presenting printed indicia relating to the 
supported costurne 54. The sub-panels 40, 42 and interrne 
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diate panel 44 of the side panel 18 bear smaller versions 68, 
70, respectively, of the photographic or artWork likeness 66 
from the ?rst panel 34 of main body 12. Similar to likeness 
66, the smaller versions 68, 70 identify the costume 54 being 
supported by the hanger 60. As described above, the 
returned side panel 18 provides for rnulti-directional pre 
sentation of the artWork versions 68, 70. The artWork 
versions 68 are presented substantially forWardly and rear 
Wardly on sub-panels 40, 42, respectively, in the perspective 
vieW of FIG. 3, and version 70 is presented substantially 
sideWardly. Such rnulti-directional presentation of indicia 
such as artWork versions 68, 70 by the folded side panel 18 
serves to distinguish the displayed costurne 54 even When 
the costume is supported in croWded display conditions. 

[0022] Although the present invention has been shoWn in 
FIG. 3 as providing support for Halloween costume 54, the 
invention is not so limited. The present invention has 
application for hanging display of garments and other rner 
chandise that may be supported by a hanger for receipt by 
the hook portion of the hanger by slot 24. 

[0023] The side panel 18 of the foldable display element 
need not be integrally formed With the main body 12 from 
a single section of a foldable material. In a variant of the 
invention, the side panel could be formed initially as a 
separate element for subsequent attachment to the ?rst panel 
34 of the main body 12. An adhesive placed on one of the 
surfaces of the side panel on a leading end portion thereof 
Would provide a suitable method of attaching the side panel. 
The leading end portion of side panel Would be positioned 
to overly the front surface 11 of the ?rst panel adjacent side 
16 for contact betWeen the adhesive and the main body 12. 
Similarly, an adhesive could be placed on the opposite 
terminal end portion of the side panel for securing that end 
of the side panel to the rear surface 13 of front panel 34. It 
is also conceivable that the terminal end portion of second 
sub-panel the side panel could be secured, by gluing for 
example, to the leading end portion prior to attachment of 
the leading end portion to the main body 12. 

[0024] As an alternative to gluing the terminal end portion 
of the side panel, or stapling as discussed above, the terminal 
end portion could include projecting tabs engaging corre 
sponding slots in the main body 12 or in another part of the 
packaging associated With the folded display element 58. It 
is also conceivable that slots be included adjacent the 
leading end of the side panel for engagement by tabs located 
at the opposite terminal end. Afolded and secured side panel 
could then be attached to the main body 12, by an adhesive 
for example. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A foldable display element that provides for hanging 

display of merchandise comprising: 

a main body having opposite sides and opposite ends, the 
main body including an opening adapted for receipt of 
a hanger, the main body further including a fold line on 
each of opposite sides of the opening that extends from 
the opening to one of the sides of the main body such 
that the fold lines and the opening divide the main body 
into ?rst and second panels; and 

a side panel connected to one of the sides of the main body 
and extending laterally With respect to the main body, 
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the side panel having opposite sides and including a 
pair of fold lines that eXtend betWeen the opposite sides 
of the side panel, 

the fold lines of the side panel being interrnediately 
located With respect to the side panel and relatively 
closely spaced such that the fold lines divide the side 
panel into ?rst and second sub-panels on opposite sides 
of the fold lines and a narroW interrnediate panel 
betWeen the fold lines, the fold lines providing for a 
folded condition in Which the second sub-panel overlies 
at least a portion of the ?rst sub-panel to provide for 
rnultidirectional display of product indicia. 

2. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
Wherein the fold lines of the main body are located closer to 
one of the ends of the main body than to the other of the ends 
of the main body such that one of the panels of the main 
body is larger than the other one of the panels, the ?rst panel 
being the larger one of the panels. 

3. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
Wherein the opening comprises an elongated slot that 
eXtends laterally With respect to the main body betWeen the 
fold lines of the main body. 

4. The foldable display element according to claim 3, 
Wherein the slot is aligned With the fold lines of the main 
body such that each fold line substantially divides an end of 
the slot, the slot forming a notch When the main body is 
folded along the fold lines. 

5. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
Wherein a distance betWeen the pair of fold lines of the side 
panel and an intersection betWeen the ?rst sub-panel and the 
main body is less than a distance betWeen the pair of fold 
lines and a terminal end of the second sub-panel such that 
the second sub-panel has a Width that is greater than that of 
the ?rst sub-panel, an end portion of the second sub-panel 
overlying a portion of the main body When the display 
element is folded. 

6. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
Wherein the side panel is connected to the ?rst panel of the 
main body, one of the sides of the side panel joining the ?rst 
panel adjacent one of the fold lines. 

7. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
Wherein each of the sub-panels includes a projection that 
extends from a ?rst one of the sides of the side panel. 

8. The foldable display element according to claim 7, 
Wherein each of the projections has an end that is located 
adjacent one of the fold lines of the side panel such that at 
least a portion of the projection of the second sub-panel Will 
overly at least a portion of the projection of the ?rst 
sub-panel When the display element is folded. 

9. The foldable display element according to claim 1 
Wherein the foldable display element includes a front surface 
and an opposite rear surface and Wherein the front surface of 
at least the ?rst panel of the main body bears indicia, the 
front surfaces of the ?rst and second sub-panels and inter 
mediate panel of the side panel also bearing indicia to 
provide for a rnulti-directional display of indicia When the 
display element is folded. 

10. The foldable display element according to claim 9, 
Wherein the indicia on the ?rst panel of the main body 
comprises a likeness of merchandise to be displayed and 
Wherein the indicia on the sub-panels and intermediate panel 
of the side panel cornprise likenesses of the merchandise that 
are substantially similar in appearance to the likeness on the 
main body but reduced in siZe. 
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11. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
wherein the display element is made from a paperboard 
material. 

12. The foldable display element according to claim 1, 
Wherein the fold lines of the main body and the fold lines of 
the side panel comprise crease lines. 

13. A foldable blank for forming a display element for 
hanging display of a garment comprising: 

a body portion having opposite sides and opposite ends, 
the body portion including an opening for receiving a 
hanger, the body portion further including a fold line on 
each of opposite sides of the opening that extends from 
the opening to one of the sides of the body portion such 
that the fold lines and the opening divide the body 
portion into a front panel and a rear panel; and 

a lateral display portion extending from one of the sides 
of the body portion, the lateral display portion having 
opposite sides and including a pair of fold lines that 
extend betWeen the opposite sides of the lateral display 
portion, 

the fold lines of the lateral display portion being inter 
mediately located With respect to the lateral display 
portion and relatively closely spaced such that the fold 
lines divide the lateral display portion into a relatively 
narroW intermediate panel betWeen the fold lines, an 
extension panel that is located adjacent to the main 
body With respect to the fold lines and a return panel 
that is located remote from the main body With respect 
to the fold lines When the blank is in an unfolded 
condition. 

14. The foldable display blank according to claim 13, 
Wherein the lateral display portion is connected to the front 
panel of the body portion and Wherein one of the sides of the 
lateral display portion joins the front panel adjacent to one 
of the fold lines. 

15. The foldable display blank according to claim 13, 
Wherein the foldable blank includes a front surface and an 
opposite rear surface and Wherein the front surface of at least 
the front panel of the body portion bears indicia, the front 
surfaces of the extension, return and intermediate panels of 
the lateral display portion also bearing indicia to provide for 
a multi-directional display of the indicia When the display 
element is folded. 

16. The foldable display blank according to claim 13, 
Wherein a distance betWeen the pair of fold lines of the 
lateral display portion and an intersection of the extension 
panel of the lateral display portion With the body portion is 
less than a distance betWeen the fold lines of the lateral 
display portion and a terminal end of the return panel of the 
lateral display portion such that a portion of the return panel 
Will overly a portion of the body portion When the blank is 
folded. 
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17. An assembly for hanging display of a garment com 
prising: 

a hanger having a hook for engaging a display rod, the 
hanger further having a pair of support arms extending 
in opposite directions from a base of the hook for 
supporting a garment; and 

a folded display element including a body portion having 
an opening in Which the hook of the hanger is received 
for support of the display element, the body portion 
having fold lines on opposite sides of the opening that 
extend betWeen the opening and opposite sides of the 
body portion that divide the body portion into front and 
rear panels, 

the folded display further including a lateral display 
portion extending from one of the sides of the body 
portion and having a pair of closely spaced fold lines 
that extend betWeen opposite sides of the lateral display 
portion, 

the lateral display portion including an intermediate panel 
that is located betWeen the fold lines, the lateral display 
portion further including an extension panel having a 
?rst end connected to the body portion and an opposite 
second end located at one of the fold lines, the lateral 
display portion further including a return panel having 
a ?rst end located at the other of the fold lines and an 
opposite second end de?ning a terminal end for the 
lateral display portion. 

18. The assembly according to claim 17, wherein the 
opening is an elongated slot that extends laterally With 
respect to the body portion betWeen the fold lines of the 
body portion, the slot adapted to provide for contact betWeen 
the support arms of the hanger and opposite ends of the slot. 

19. The display assembly according to claim 17, Wherein 
a distance betWeen ?rst and second ends of the return panel 
of the lateral display portion is greater than a distance 
betWeen the ?rst and second ends of the extension panel of 
the lateral display portion such that a terminal end portion of 
the return panel overlies a portion of the body portion. 

20. The display assembly according to claim 17, Wherein 
the foldable display element comprises a front surface and 
an opposite rear surface and Wherein the front surface of the 
at least the front panel of the body portion bears a likeness 
of the garment being displayed, the front surfaces of each of 
the extension, return and intermediate panels of the lateral 
display portion also bearing likenesses of the garment being 
displayed, the likenesses on the lateral display portion being 
substantially similar in appearance to the likeness on the 
body portion except reduced in siZe. 


