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(57) ABSTRACT 

A content management system for information delivery 
systems, including Web based systems, that organizes the 
content of the information separately from the appearance of 
the presented information. The pages of the information are 
organized into documents and borders. Each border and 
document is further divided into an outline, organizing the 
content, and a template organizing the appearance. Indi 
vidual content is stored in a native format enabling creators 
and maintainers to use familiar softWare tools for creation 
and maintenance. When retrieving the information, an 
assembly process gathers the content in accordance With the 
document’s outline and formats the content in accordance 
With the document’s template. The data structure alloWs 
triggers to be associated With content such that automated 
maintenance procedure can be implemented based on the 
activation of the triggers. 
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CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention is directed to a system 
including apparatus, software and methods for organizing 
content from a variety of sources to be presented in a uni?ed 
manner such as on a Web page. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] The World Wide Web (“WWW”) has quickly 
become the vehicle for delivery of information inside and 
outside of organiZations. Inside organiZations Intranets 
deliver information to Workers in an easily accessible man 
ner. Outside organiZations the Internet delivers information 
to the public at large. Information is delivered in units 
referred to herein as content. Content is basically any item 
(in Whatever siZe or demarcation is most useful) of infor 
mation, be it textual, graphical, audio, executable, or other 
Wise delivered to a user or vieWer. Content is delivered by 
“Web servers” in pages using embedded formatting tags 
readable by programs called “broWsers.” 

[0005] In general, content on the WWW is created and 
maintained manually either by a dedicated “Web Master” or 
by some knowledgeable person in his or her spare time. 
While some attempts have been made to automate the 
creation and maintenance of Web pages, these attempts have 
been limited. Currently, there exists no system for creating 
and managing content on the WWW that enables content 
creators, such as graphic artists, copy Writers, programmers, 
and editors, to create content for the Web using tools With 
Which they are familiar and not have to Worry about inte 
gration of their content into Web pages. Further, no current 
system places content into a structure Which enables auto 
mated management. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
content management system that alloWs content creators to 
Work on speci?c pieces of content With familiar tools While 
maintaining the content in a format native to such tools. 

[0007] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a content management system that facilitates the 
separation of tasks into logical units. 

[0008] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a content management system that places content 
into a logical data structure separate from organiZational and 
formatting components simplifying maintenance. 

[0009] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a data repository that facilitates retrieval and modi 
?cation of information. 

[0010] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide an automated content management system for Web 
sites that facilitates creation and maintenance thereof. 

[0011] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a content management system that facilitates 
dynamic real time creation of Web type pages. 

[0012] The above objects can be obtained by a content 
management system comprising: a repository separately 
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storing content, an organiZational component of the content 
and a format component of the content; and a content 
management system server that accesses the organiZational 
component of the content and creates a display of the content 
based on the organiZational component in accordance With 
the format component of the content. 

[0013] The above objects can also be achieved in a content 
management system for dynamically creating World Wide 
Web pages comprising: a repository separately storing con 
tent for the Web pages, an organiZational component of the 
content and a format component of the content; and a 
content management system server that receives a request 
from a Web server for a Web page and, in real time, accesses 
the organiZational component of the content and creates a 
Web page for the content based on the organiZation compo 
nent in accordance With the format component of the con 
tent. 

[0014] The above objects can also be achieved in a method 
of dynamically creating a Web page from existing content 
comprising: storing content of the Web page in a format 
native to the tools used to create the content; storing a 
separate format component of the Web page indicating hoW 
to display the Web page; storing a separate outline of the Web 
page indicating a hierarchy of the content on the Web page 
and the format component for the Web page; and When 
requested assembling the Web page, in real time, by access 
ing the outline of the Web page, retrieving the content and 
format component referenced in the outline, organiZing the 
content based on the outline of the Web page and formatting 
the content based on the format component. 

[0015] The above objects can also be achieved in a com 
puter-readable medium encoded With a data structure for a 
content management system separating content from an 
organiZational component and a format component thereof, 
the data structure comprising: a table indexing sites to a site 
ID; a table indexing a document to the site ID using a 
document ID; a table indexing an outline to document ID 
using an outline ID; a table indexing at least one section to 
an outline ID using a section ID; a table indexing content to 
each section ID; and a table indexing a formatting compo 
nent to an outline ID. 

[0016] These together With other objects and advantages 
Which Will be subsequently apparent, reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying draWings forming a part hereof, Wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a Web based content 
management system in accordance With a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram of a Web based 
content management system in accordance With the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the Web based content 
management system shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a data structure for a Web based content 
management system in accordance With the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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[0021] FIG. 5 is a How chart for the migration of existing 
content to the content management system in accordance 
With the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0022] FIG. 6 is an example of a Website organizational 
model. 

[0023] FIG. 7 is a How chart for the migration of neW 
content to the content management system in accordance 
With the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0024] FIG. 8 is a How chart shoWing the assembly 
procedure in the content management system in accordance 
With the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0025] FIG. 9 is a How chart of the personaliZation 
process referenced in FIG. 8. 

[0026] FIG. 10 is a How chart shoWing the trigger proce 
dure in the content management system in accordance With 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0027] Reference Will noW be made in detail to the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, examples of 
Which are illustrated in the accompanying draWings, 
Wherein like reference numerals refer to like elements 
throughout. 

[0028] The detailed description Which folloWs is presented 
in terms of general procedures and symbolic representations 
of operations of data bits Within a computer memory, 
associated computer processors, netWorks, and netWork 
devices. These procedure descriptions and representations 
are the means used by those skilled in the data processing art 
to convey the substance of their Work to others skilled in the 
art. A procedure is here, and generally, conceived to be a 
self-consistent sequence of steps or actions leading to a 
desired result. Thus, the term “procedure” is generally used 
to refer to a series of operations performed by a processor, 
be it a central processing unit of a computer, or a processing 
unit of a netWork device, and as such, encompasses such 
terms of art as “objects,”“functions,”“subroutines” and 
“programs.” 

[0029] In general, the sequence of steps in the procedures 
require physical manipulation of physical quantities. Usu 
ally, though not necessarily, these quantities take the form of 
electrical or magnetic signals capable of being stored, trans 
ferred, combined, compared or otherWise manipulated. 
Those of ordinary skill in the art conveniently refer to these 
signals as “bits,”"values,”“elements,”“symbols,”“charac 
ters,”“images,”“terms,”“numbers,” or the like. It should be 
recogniZed that these and similar terms are to be associated 
With the appropriate physical quantities and are merely 
convenient labels applied to these quantities. 

[0030] In the present case, the procedures are machine 
operations performed in conjunction With other machines 
and possibly human operators. Useful machines for per 
forming the operations of the present invention include 
general purpose digital computers, routers, sWitches, and 
other similar devices. In general, the present invention 
relates to method steps, softWare, and associated hardWare 
con?gured to process electrical or other physical signals to 
generate other desired physical signals. 
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[0031] The apparatus set forth in the present application 
may be speci?cally constructed for the required purposes or 
it may comprise a general purpose computer or terminal 
selectively activated or recon?gured by a computer program 
stored in the computer. The procedures presented herein are 
not inherently related to any particular computer or other 
apparatus. In particular, various general purpose machines 
may be used With programs in accordance With the teachings 
herein, or it may prove more convenient to construct more 
specialiZed apparatus to perform the required method steps. 

[0032] HoWever, one of ordinary skill in the art Will 
recogniZe that there exists a variety of platforms and lan 
guages for creating softWare for performing the procedures 
outlined herein. One of ordinary skill in the art also recog 
niZes that the choice of the exact platform and language is 
often dictated by the speci?cs of the actual system con 
structed, such that What may Work for one type of general 
purpose computer may not be ef?cient on another type of 
general purpose computer. 

[0033] One of ordinary skill in the art to Which this 
invention belongs Will have a solid understanding of Web 
servers, hyper text markup language (HTML) or other 
markup language, database structures and the ability to 
program general database systems as Well as create Web 
pages and CGI scripts. It being recogniZed that such prac 
titioners do not require speci?c details of the softWare, but 
rather ?nd data structure descriptions and process descrip 
tions more desirable (due to the variety of suitable hardWare 
and softWare platforms), such speci?cs are not discussed to 
avoid obscuring the invention. 

[0034] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a Web based content 
management system in accordance With a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. The system shoWn in FIG. 1 
is particularly suited to delivery of Web pages over the 
Internet 100 (or an Intranet (not shoWn)). It should be noted 
that there exist competing systems for delivery of informa 
tion that use hypertext links or other mechanisms similar to 
the facilities provided by HTML (and XML) used in the 
WWW. For simplicity, only the WWW is discussed herein, 
but those of ordinary skill in the art Will recogniZe the 
applicability of the present invention to such systems. For 
example, the invention discussed herein is suited for use 
With a variety of information delivery systems including a 
variety of document management systems and training sys 
tems. 

[0035] A key feature of the present invention is that 
content and the content’s organiZation and format are sepa 
rably stored and maintained for subsequent real time assem 
bly. This alloWs the content creation function to be separated 
from the content design function, thereby simplifying the 
maintenance function. Generally, the information of a Web 
page is referred to as content (including text, graphics, 
programs, etc. . . In accordance With the preferred embodi 

ment of the present invention, the organiZation of the content 
is stored in an organiZational components (for example, an 
outline) and the format of the content is stored in format 
components (for example templates and styles). Both the 
organiZational components and the format components are 
stored separately from the raW content. A content manage 
ment system server 10 runs an assembly procedure, dis 
cussed hereinafter, to deliver requested content in a pre 
scribed organiZation and format to end users utiliZing 
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computing devices, such as a personal computer 16 or a 
laptop 18. The organized and formatted content served by 
the content management system server 10 is provided to the 
Internet via a Web server 12. Optional ?reWalls 14a and 14b 
can be utiliZed to provide security. The content management 
system server 10 retrieves the organiZational components, 
format components and content from a variety of sources, 
either directly connected to the content management system 
server 10 or via a netWork 20. Generally speaking, the 
organiZational and format components, along With the con 
tent are stored in a repository and accessed via an indeX 
discussed hereinafter. 

[0036] As used herein, content comes from content cre 
ators and is presented in a format and arranged in an 
organiZation determined by content designers. Content cre 
ators include: authors, programmers, editors, and artists. 
Content designers include: graphic artists, Web designers 
and programmers. Programs, such as JAVA applets are 
considered content and treated the same as any other con 
tent. Once created, content making up the Web pages is 
maintained by managers in conjunction With the content 
creators and designers. Using this structure, the present 
invention divides the various tasks of creating and main 
taining Web page content into logical units. This alloWs 
anything transmitted or used by an end user to be considered 
content and to be governed by format rules. 

[0037] A content management repository server 22 
handles storing, serving and maintaining content and in 
conjunction With the various storage devices acts as a 
repository 60. The content management repository server 22 
can also store and serve the organiZational and format 
components. The content management repository server 22 
maintains an indeX cross-referencing content, formatting 
components and organiZational components alloWing the 
content to be stored on a variety of devices. FIG. 1 shoWs 
an optical drive 52, storing video, movies, and audio, as Well 
as a traditional data storage unit 50 being directly connected 
to the content management repository 22. Avariety of larger 
systems 42, including: a mainframe 44; an RS6000 46; and 
other devices 48, are shoWn as being either directly con 
nected to the content management repository 22 or being 
connected through the netWork 20. Other servers, such as 
server toWers 24, 26 and 28 may be added to handle a variety 
of content as shoWn in FIG. 1. The content management 
repository 22 also maintains an indeX of the location of the 
content, format, components, and organiZational compo 
nents and serves the requested documents to the content 
management system server 10 upon request. 

[0038] A variety of Workstations 32, 34 and 38 are con 
nected to the netWork 20 for creating and updating the 
content as shoWn in FIG. 1. Generally, content is stored in 
its native format to enable content creators easy access to the 
content for maintenance and/or modi?cation. Accordingly, 
Word processing documents are stored in, for eXample, 
WORD® or WORDPERFECT® format While graphics are 
stored in the preferred format of the creator, for eXample, 
AUTOCAD, PHOTOSHOP, or COREL formats. Creators 
can retrieve and modify their content through the back end 
and not be concerned With presentation or serving of the 
content. Access to the content can be controlled by the 
content management system server 10 or any other appro 
priate mechanism. 
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[0039] FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram of a Web based 
content management system in accordance With the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. The repository 
60 is central to the content management system and acts as 

a database, or group of databases, storing content (or point 
ers thereto) along With organiZational and format compo 
nents (discussed hereinafter) for the display of content. A 
variety of users access the content, organiZational compo 
nents and format components for Which they are respon 
sible. Such users, collectively called contributors, include 
programmers 62; designers 64; graphic artists 66; and 
authors 68. Generally, creators create and edit all forms of 
content (programs, teXt, graphics, charts, audio, video, etc.), 
While designers design the both the look and feel compo 
nents of the client interface as Well as overall format. Such 
organiZational and format components take the form of 
outlines and associated templates and section layouts dis 
cussed hereinafter. 

[0040] The content and format stored in the repository 60 
are assembled by an assembly procedure 70 prior to being 
served to end users as Web pages. 

[0041] FIG. 3 is a block data How diagram of the Web 
based content management system shoWn in FIG. 2. Con 
tent design processes 72 and content creation processes 74 
utiliZe creation tools 78 to create content and format com 
ponents Which are stored in the repository 70. 

[0042] A content management control processes 76 
employs triggers (discussed hereinafter) for automated 
update processing and generally handles management and 
update of the content. If the content is an eXecutable, such 
as With some Java applets or CGI scripts, an application 
services procedure 79 is provided to handle services related 
thereto. 

[0043] The assembly procedure 70, in response to 
requests, pulls the content and format components from the 
repository 60 and provides assembled Web pages to a Web 
site 80. A Web application 82, typically residing on a Web 
server, acts as an interface. Web site management is a 
business function that typically Works betWeen the Web site 
80 and the repository 60 to ensure that content and format 
are updated in an appropriate manner. 

[0044] FIG. 4 is an eXample of a data structure that may 
be used for a Web based content management system in 
accordance With the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. This data structure Will have to be modi?ed for 
other types of information delivery services. Basically, a site 
(such as a Web site) is divided into documents and borders. 
Borders are a WWW convention in Which content on the 

edge of a page, typically navigational aids, is repeated for 
each page using the border. Each document is structured 
based on an outline. Sections are elements Within each 

outline referencing content (or other sections) and may be 
reused Within outlines. Each outline may also have associ 
ated triggers that Will initiate a revieW of the outline. Each 
outline Will have a template associated thereWith to provide 
a format for content on the outline. Each section may further 
have a style associated thereWith for additional speci?c 
formatting options. 



US 2004/0030726 A1 

[0045] An example of a newsletter outline is shown 
below: 

Header 

Title 

AbstractBody 
Section 1 

Section 1.1 (optional) 
Section 1.1.1 (optional) 

Section 2 (optional) 
Section 2.1 (optional) 

Section 3 (optional) 
Section 3.1 (optional) 

Links to Related Topics (optional) 
Footer 

[0046] As outlines are separate from content and format, 
one outline may be re-used by many documents. Thus, when 
adding new pages, if several documents exist within the 
content management system, an outline for a new document 

may already exist, simplifying the creation process. How 
ever, for entirely new documents, an outline and template 
will need to be created. 

[0047] Further, if an existing outline is similar to the 
document under consideration, in some cases the outline can 

be modi?ed to maximiZe re-use without affecting existing 
documents. This may be accomplished by designating some 
sections as optional (as shown above). For example, in the 
above described newsletter outline, three major sections 
exist, if a new document requires four major sections, a new 
optional, section may be added to the outline without 
affecting existing newsletters utiliZing this outline. 

[0048] The data structure shown in FIG. 4 ties together 
documents, outlines, styles, and templates and styles for use 
by the assembly procedure 70. Tables 1 through 16 describe 
the data structure shown in FIG. 4 for the content manage 
ment system in detail. 

TABLE 1 

Table Name Table Description 

T1: Site This table de?nes the sites in the content management 
system. A site can be made up of one or more 

related pages. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Site ID (PK) Unique identi?er for each site. 
Site Name Name of each site. 
Site Description 

Trigger ID Last Review Date 

Textual description of each site. 
Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Metadata kept for each site indicating the last time the 
site was reviewed for accuracy and consistency. 

[0049] By utiliZing such a data structure, “trigger” entries 
can be associated with each piece of the site. Triggers are 
conditions which initiate some form of maintenance action, 
such as noti?cation e-mails or automatic update of content. 

Triggers are discussed more completely herein below. 
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TABLE 2 

Table Name Table Description 

T2: Document Entity de?nes the allowed values for documents. A 
document is a publication such as a homepage, 
newsletter, interview transcript, product documen 
tation, proposals, advertising, annual reports, 
etc . . . A document, when combined with one or 

more borders, makes up one or more web pages. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Document ID (PK) 

Outline ID Document Name 

Description 

Site ID Trigger ID Creator ID 

Owner ID 

Orig. Pub. Date 

Creation Date 

Last Review Date 

Unique identi?er for each document. 
Unique identi?er for each outline. 
Name of each document. 
Textual description of each document. 
Unique identi?er for each site. 
Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 
creator of the document. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the owner of 
the document. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 
publication date. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 
creation date. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the last time 
this document was reviewed for accuracy and 
consistency. 

[0050] 

TABLE 3 

Table Name Table Description 

T3: Border/Document Entity identi?es borders and documents that make 
up a web page. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Document ID (PK) 
Border ID (PK) 
Border Hierarchy 

URL 

Creation Date 

Last Review Date 

Unique identi?er for each document. 
Unique identi?er for each border. 
Numeric representation de?ning a border’s 
sequence within a document. 
URL which identi?es the web page where the 
border/document combination are displayed. 
Metadata kept for each border/document indica 
ting the initial creation date. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the last 
time this border/document combination was 
reviewed for accuracy and consistency. 

[0051] 

TABLE 4 

Table Name Table Description 

T4: Border Entity de?nes the allowed values for borders. A border 
(usually de?ning navigation) can be horizontal or 
vertical. Multiple borders can appear on one page. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Border ID (PK) 
Border Name 
Description 
Outline ID Trigger ID 

Creator ID 

Unique identi?er for each border. 
Name of each border. 
Textual description of each border. 
Unique identi?er for each outline. 
Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 
creator of the border. 



US 2004/0030726 A1 

TABLE 4-continued 

Owner ID Metadata kept for each row indicating the owner of the 
border by user id. 

Orig. Pub. Date Metadata kept for each border indicating the initial 
publication date. 
Metadata kept for each border indicating the initial 
creation date. 

Last Review Date Metadata kept for each row indicating the last time this 
border was reviewed for accuracy and consistency. 

Creation Date 

[0052] Like a document, a border is comprised of an 
outline and a template. In addition to analysis of its com 
ponents, the border will be assessed as a whole, and one or 

more “triggers” may be assigned (discussed in detail below). 

[0053] In addition to triggers, each border will be analyzed 
based on outline and template. The outline speci?es the 
content, while the template speci?es the look and feel. 

TABLE 5 

Table Name Table Description 

T5: Outline Entity de?nes the allowed values for outlines. The 
structure of each document and border is based on 
an outline. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Outline ID (PK) 
Doc/Border Ind (PK) 

Unique identi?er for each outline. 
Indicator de?ne if an outline is for a document or 

border. “B” = border, “D” = document. 

Outline Name Name of each outline. 
Description Textual description of each outline. 
Template ID Unique identi?er for each template. 
Trigger ID Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Creator ID Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 

creator of the outline. 
Owner ID Metadata kept for each row indicating the owner 

of the outline by user ID. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 
creation date. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the last 
time this outline was reviewed for accuracy and 
consistency. 

Creation Date 

Last Review Date 

[0054] The document/border indicator used within the 
outline table T5 addresses a rule that 1) a border must use 
one outline; 2) a document must use one outline and 3) 
borders and documents will not use the same outline. To 
separate document outlines from border outlines without 
creating separate outline tables, the document/border indi 
cator was used. The valid entries for this ?eld are B for 
border and D for document. 

TABLE 6 

Table Name Table Description 

T6: Template Entity de?nes the allowed values for templates. A 
template is a set of properties that are applied at an 
outline level. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Template ID (PK) Unique identi?er for each template. 
Template Name Name of each template. 
Description Textual description of each template. 
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TABLE 6-continued 

Property ID 1 Unique identi?er which de?nes a global property for 
the template. i.e. background color. 
Unique identi?er which de?nes a second global 
property for the template. i.e. background color. 
Unique identi?er which de?nes additional global pro 
perties for the template. i.e. background color. (Note 
that in a large-scale repository n properties would be 
required for a template.) 

Property ID 2 

Property ID n 

Trigger ID Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Creator ID Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 

creator of the template. 
Owner ID Metadata kept for each row indicating the owner of the 

template. 
Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 
creation date of the template. 

Last Review Date Metadata kept for each row indicating the last time the 
template was reviewed for accuracy and consistency. 

Creation Date 

[0055] A template describes the properties which apply to 
formatting an outline, such as margin, type face, type color, 
etc. . . . Theoretically, a template may contain an unlimited 

number of properties. 

[0056] An example of a template for the newsletter 
example discussed above would be: 

[0057] Background: Egg-shell white 

[0058] Top Margin: 1/2“ 

[0059] Bottom Margin: 1/2“ 

[0060] Left Margin: 1/2“ 

[0061] Right Margin: 1/2“ 

TABLE 7 

Table Name Table Description 

T7: Style Entity de?nes the allowed values for styles. Style de 
?nes how content will appear within a section of an 
outline. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Style ID (PK) Unique identi?er for a style. 
Style Name Common reference name for a style. 
Description Textual description of the contents of a style. 
Trigger ID Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Creation Date Metadata kept for each row indicating the initial 

creation date. 
Last Review Date Metadata kept for each row indicating the last time this 

style was reviewed for accuracy and consistency. 

[0062] The style table T7 describes the Style contained 
within each section/content combination. Generally, when 
the formatting of a section or content item varies from the 
formatting de?ned in the template, such differing formatting 
is handled with styles. When a section or content is allowed 
to have multiple types of formatting, then those types are 
de?ned as styles. The elements contained within a section/ 
content combination are the styles that may be re-used. For 
example, a ?rst-level section header may be re-used within 
the sample newsletter outline shown above for Section 1, 
Section 2, and Section 3. The style would de?ne the header 
section as 14 point Arial. An example of the styles for the 
newsletter example is shown below. 
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Header: red, 18 point, courier 
Title: black, 14 point, times roman 
Abstract: black, 14 point, times roman 
Body 

Section 1: black, 14 point, times roman 
Section 1.1: black, 14 point, times roman 

Section 1.1.1: black, 14 point, times roman 
Section 2: black, 14 point, times roman 

Section 2.1: black, 14 point, times roman 
Section 3: black, 14 point, times roman 

Section 3.1: black, 14 point, times roman 
Links to Related Topics: green, 10 point courier, spaced 1/4" apart 
Footer: black, V2" x V2" graphic 

[0063] 

TABLE 8 

Table Name Table Description 

T8: Section/Content/Style Entity de?nes the relationships of content 
Within a section and the style applied to that 
content/section. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Document ID (PK) 
Section ID (PK) 
Content ID (PK) 
Content Hierarchy 

Unique identi?er for each document. 
Unique identi?er for each section. 
Unique identi?er for each piece of content. 
Sequence number indicates the order in 
Which content is applied Within a section. 
Unique identi?er for a style. 
Metadata kept for each roW indicating the 
last time this section/content/style instance 
Was revieWed for accuracy and consistency. 

Style ID 
Last RevieW Date 

[0064] 

TABLE 9 

Table Name Table Description 

T9: Section Entity de?nes the alloWed values for sections. A sec 
tion is a portion of an outline. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Section ID (PK) 
Section Name 
Description 
Trigger ID 
Creation Date 

Unique identi?er for each section. 
Common reference name for each section. 
TeXtual description of each section. 
Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Metadata kept for each roW indicating the initial 
creation date. 

Last RevieW Date Metadata kept for each roW indicating the last time the 
section Was revieWed for accuracy and consistency. 

[0065] 

TABLE 10 

Table Name Table Description 

T10: Outline/Super 
Section 

Entity de?nes the relationships of super sections 
Within an outline. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Outline ID (PK) 
Document ID (PK) 

Unique identi?er for each outline. 
Unique identi?er for each document. 
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TABLE 10-continued 

Super Section ID (PK) Unique identi?er for each super section. 

Optional Indicator Mandatory or optional tag de?nes if a particular 

super section can be omitted from an outline. 

Hierarchy Sequence number indicates the order in Which 

super sections are applied Within an outline. 

Last RevieW Date Metadata kept for each roW indicating the last 

time the outline/super section Was revieWed for 

accuracy and consistency. 

[0066] 

TABLE 11 

Table Name Table Description 

T11: Super Section Entity de?nes the alloWed values for super sec 
tions. A super section is a grouping of sections, 
that is commonly re-used together. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Super Section ID (PK) Unique identi?er for each super section. 
Super Section Name Common reference name for each super section. 
Description TeXtual description of each super section. 
Trigger ID Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Section ID 1 Section one of the super section. It is ?rst in the 

order of sections. 
Section tWo of the super section. It is second in 
the order of sections. 
Section three of the super section. It is third in the 
order of sections. 
Section four of the super section. It is fourth in 
the order of sections. (Note: a large-scale model 
should alloW for n sections Within a super 

section.) 
Metadata kept for each super section indicating 
the initial creation date. 
Metadata kept for each super section indicating 
the last time this record Was revieWed for 

accuracy and consistency. 

Section ID 2 Section ID 3 

Section ID 4 

Creation Date 

Last RevieW Date 

[0067] A super section is a collection of sections that Will 
be re-used Within one or more outlines. Theoretically, a 

super section may contain an unlimited number of sections. 
The super section table T11 uses section IDs 1 through 4 as 
example of foreign keys, to shoW the speci?c sections Within 
a super section, and the hierarchy of the sections Within the 
super section. In use this table Would be expanded to alloW 
for however many sections per super section are required. 

TABLE 12 

Table Name Table Description 

T12: Content/Reference Entity de?nes the relationships of references 
Within content. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Content ID (PK) 
Reference ID (PK) 

Unique identi?er for each piece of content. 
Unique identi?er for each reference. 
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[0068] 

TABLE 13 

Table Name Table Description 

T13: Content Entity de?nes the allowed values for content. 
Content is the actual text, graphics, sound, and 
animation etc. that appear on the website. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Content ID (PK) 
Content Name 

Unique identi?er for each piece of content. 
Common reference name for each piece of con 
tent. 

Textual description of each piece of content. 
Allowed reference types include: pointers, links 
and modules. A pointer interfaces with another 
repository to provide content. A link is a connec 
tion to another WWW location. That location can 
be in the current site or another website. A 
module is a program which interacts with the 
content. 

Reference Description Textual description of each reference. 

Description 
Reference Type 

Trigger ID Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Author ID Content creator’s ID. 
Owner ID Metadata kept for each row indicating the owner 

of the content. 
Key Words Descriptive category tags applied to each piece 

of content. One to n number of tags will be 
allowed. 
Metadata kept for each content item indicating the 
initial creation date. 
Metadata kept for each content item indicating the 
last time this record was reviewed for accuracy 
and consistency. 

Creation Date 

Last Review Date 

[0069] The content items referenced within an outline are 
the actual text, graphics, sounds, animation, etc. that are 
published on the website. Each portion of content that may 
be re-used for a different document would be de?ned sepa 
rately. For example, the footer portion of the outline may 
contain two pieces of content: the copyright date, and a 
corporate logo. The copyright or logo would be stored 
separately so that they may be re-used by any other docu 
ment’s outlines or sections. 

[0070] A piece of content may be rede?ned as its uses 
evolve. For example, the ?rst time a newsletter outline is 
analyzed, a three-paragraph portion of the body may be 
de?ned as a single piece of content. This may later be 
divided into three pieces of content if each paragraph can be 
re-used for separate purposes. 

[0071] Content may have triggers associated therewith. 
For example, an hourly trigger that updates a customer’s 
account balance throughout the business day would be 
automatically driven through an automated source. A 
monthly trigger could be de?ned that begins the process of 
updating the newsletter. 

[0072] Content may also have a reference associated 
therewith. A reference is an entity de?ning the allowable 
values for reference. Generally, a content item may contain 
one or more references. Three types of reference are used in 
accordance with the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention: pointers, links, and modules. Apointer interfaces 
with another repository to provide content. For example, an 
individual’s account balance would be moved from the 
operational accounts system into the content item for 
account balances. A link is a connection to another WWW 
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location. That WWW location can be in the current site or 

another website. Amodule is a program which interacts with 
the content. A module may be an applet, a call to another 

program, etc. For example, when a person enters their birth 
day in a ?eld, the data they enter will be checked using an 
edit program. 

TABLE 14 

Table Name Table Description 

T14: Reference Entity de?nes the allowed values for reference. 

Currently de?ned reference types include: 
pointers, links and modules. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Reference ID (PK) 
Reference Type 

Unique identi?er for each reference. 
Allowed reference types include: pointers, links 
and modules. A pointer interfaces with another 

repository to provide content. A link is a connec 

tion to another location. That location can be in 

the current site or another website. A module is a 

program which interacts with the content. 

Reference Description Textual description of each reference. 
URL/Program Lists the URL or the program name being called. 

Short Name One of two allowed text strings which can be 

used to highlight a reference. Option one is a 

short name. Names are de?ned to insure 

consistency. 
One of two allowed text string which can be 

used to highlight a reference. Option two is a 

Long Name 

long name. Names are de?ned to insure 

consistency. 

[0073] 

TABLE 15 

Table Description Table Name 

T15: Trigger Entity de?nes the allowed values for triggers. A trig 
ger indicates an event which would prompt a review. 
This event could be business related, time sequenced, 
or other, but would assist in keeping the data in the 
database up to date. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Trigger ID (PK) Unique identi?er for each trigger. 
Description Textual description of each trigger. 
Date Metadata kept for each trigger indicating the initial 

population date. 

[0074] A trigger indicates an event which would prompt a 
review. This event could be business related, time 
sequenced, or other, but would assist in keeping the data in 
the database up to date. Typically, tables that use triggers 
will require multiple triggers per record. For example, an 
outline will have multiple triggers. The example data struc 
ture shown in FIG. 4 accommodates more than one trigger 

for each record only through entering multiple triggers in the 
trigger ?eld. The trigger table T15 actually has relationships 
to many other tables, however, for simplicity, it is shown off 
to the side of the data model. 
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TABLE 16 

Table Name Table Description 

T16: Outline/Section Table Entity de?nes the relationships of sections 
and outline. 

Attribute Attribute Description 

Outline ID (PK) 
Document ID (PK) 
Section ID (PK) 
Hierarchy (PK) 

Unique identi?er for each outline. 
Unique identi?er for each document. 
Unique identi?er for each section. 
Sequence number indicates the order in 
which sections are applied within an outline. 
Mandatory or optional tag de?nes if a 
particular section can be omitted from an 
outline. 
Metadata kept for each outline/section 
combination indicating the last time this 
record was received for accuracy and 
consistency. 

Option Indicator 

Last Review Date 

[0075] The outline/Super Section table T10 and the out 
line/section table T16 capture the super sections used within 
an outline, and the hierarchy, or order, in which they appear. 
An outline may be made up of sections and/or super sec 
tions. To identify all sections and super sections within an 
outline, as well as their hierarchy, the outline/section table 
must also be referenced. The outline/section table shows 
sections used within an outline, and the hierarchy in which 
they appear. 

[0076] FIG. 5 is a ?ow chart for the migration of existing 
content to the content management system in accordance 
with the preferred embodiment of the present invention. The 
process starts in step S1 with an identi?cation of a site to add 
to the content management system, i.e., catalog in the data 
structure shown in FIG. 4 by creating outlines, templates, 
styles, etc. . . . 

[0077] Thereafter, in step S2 the current site organization 
model is updated. This step involves breaking the website 
down into documents and borders. The model will be 
created when the ?rst document is analyzed, and will 
become more detailed as other documents are considered. 

[0078] FIG. 6 is an example of a website organizational 
model for a bank website. The model describes documents 
P1 through P8. The website organizational model does not 
necessarily represent each web page in the bank’s site. It is 
assumed that a site map that catalogs each page and how to 
navigate through them already exists for the website. If a site 
map does not exist, one should be developed. 

[0079] The documents are current or candidate site pub 
lications such as home pages, newsletters, interviews, or an 
annual report. As set forth above, documents are comprised 
of at least one outline which in turn has a corresponding 
template. Borders are shown on the perimeter of the 
webpages and typically provide navigational links to other 
pages within the website or the world-wide web. Borders 
also display content that is used to convey a consistent image 
or message. As discussed above, each border is comprised of 
at least one outline with a corresponding template. 

[0080] Each box on the website organization chart repre 
sents a unique combination of a document and zero, one, or 
more borders. A document or border may be shown on one 
or more web pages on the website. 
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[0081] Referring once again to FIG. 5, in steps S3 and S6 
documents and borders in the website are analyzed. Spe 
ci?cally, outlines and templates are created for each docu 
ment and border in steps S4, S5, S7, and S8. Each document 
and border is analyzed to generate an outline and a template. 
Examples of appropriate formats for outlines and templates 
are discussed hereinafter. The outline speci?es the content, 
while the template speci?es the look and feel. During the 
analysis, the following components will be identi?ed for 
each document: 

[0082] Outline and associated Template; 
[0083] Sections and associated Style Group/Style; 

and 

[0084] Content. 
[0085] If several documents have already been analyzed, 
an outline for the document currently under consideration 
may already have been stored and can be reused. However, 
if the organization is in the early stages of developing the 
content management system, an outline and template will 
need to be created for each document. If an existing outline 
is very similar to the document under consideration, in some 
cases the outline can be modi?ed to maximize re-use with 
out affecting the existing documents. This will be done 
through designating some sections as optional. For example, 
if a document contained a header and a body with listings of 
multiple items, this would not ?t the example newsletter 
outline previously discussed, and would warrant creation of 
its own outline. 

[0086] The elements contained within an outline are the 
sections that may be re-used within the same outline or by 
other outlines. Sections can be grouped together to form 
super sections which can be accessed as a whole. 

[0087] If a section or content is allowed to have multiple 
types of formatting, then those types are de?ned as styles. 
The elements contained within a section/content combina 
tion are the styles that may be re-used. For example, a 
?rst-level section header may be re-used within the sample 
newsletter outline shown above for Section 1, Section 2, and 
Section 3. 

[0088] Like a document, a border is comprised of an 
outline and a template. Accordingly, border analysis in steps 
S6, S7 and S8 are performed similar to the document 
analysis discussed above. 

[0089] Content analysis is performed in step S9. The 
contents contained within an outline are the actual text, 
graphics, sounds, animation, etc. that are published on the 
website. Each portion of content that may be re-used for a 
different document should be de?ned separately. 

[0090] Content from sources which are automated may be 
de?ned with automated triggers that cause an automatic 
update of the content, while content from manual sources 
may be de?ned with manual triggers providing notices that 
initiate manual updating. For example, an hourly trigger that 
updates a customer’s account balance throughout the busi 
ness day would be automatically driven through an auto 
mated source. A monthly trigger that initiates a message to 
begin the process of manually updating a legal notice would 
be a manual trigger. The updated legal notice may be 
assembled through existing outlines, templates, and borders, 
however, the content will need to be manually created by a 
legal professional. 










