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(57) ABSTRACT 

Amakeup mirror case of approximately the siZe of the palm 
of a hand and having a pair of separable case halves joined 
by a hinge enabling movement of the case halves betWeen a 
closed attitude and an open attitude. The case halves are the 
same siZe and shape. An interior surface of one of the case 
halves includes a non-magnifying mirror surface and an 
interior surface of the other of the case halves provides a 
magnifying mirror surface. The interior surfaces of each of 
the case halves further includes a surface peripheral to the 
mirror surfaces and provides plural lamps set ?ush for 
directing illumination outwardly. Aclasp is set ?ush With the 
peripheral surfaces, and in opposition to the hinging means, 
the clasp maintains the pair of case halves in the closed 
attitude. 
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ILLUMINATED MAKEUP MIRROR CASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE: Appli 
cant(s) hereby incorporate herein by reference, any and all 
US. patents, US. patent applications, and other documents 
and printed matter cited or referred to in this application. 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates generally to makeup cases 
and more particularly to a makeup case having illumination. 

[0004] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0005] The following art de?nes the present state of this 
?eld: 

[0006] Petit, US. Pat. No. 6,345,628 teaches a compact 
With a lid, holloW base, intermediate grid, a hinge and 
a clasp. 

[0007] Joulia, US. Pat. No. 5,975,093 teaches a 
makeup case With a screW-on lid. 

[0008] Litton, US. Pat. No. 5,970,989 teaches a 
makeup kit having a reservoir for cosmetic products. 

[0009] Quintana et al, US. Pat. No. 5,934,790 teaches 
a purse lighting system that is detachably mountable 
Within a purse and that includes a lamp control circuit. 

[0010] Keeman, US. Pat. No. 5,431,177 teaches a case 
for storing cosmetics Which has a holder and a lid 
pivotally secured to the holder. A WindoW provides 
visibility to the cosmetics. 

[0011] Montoli, US. Pat. No. 5,199,451 teaches a com 
pact With pop-up tray operated by a hinged cover. 

[0012] Silberberg, US. Pat. No. 4,815,608 teaches a 
molded plastic cover With three compartments and 
having a living hinge betWeen each of the compart 
ments. 

[0013] The prior art teaches cosmetics compacts, makeup 
cases and kits, purse lighting systems, and compacts With 
hinges, but does not teach a compact makeup mirror With 
peripheral lighting system. The present invention ful?lls 
these needs and provides further related advantages as 
described in the folloWing summary. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] The present invention teaches certain bene?ts in 
construction and use Which give rise to the objectives 
described beloW. 

[0015] A makeup mirror case of approximately the siZe of 
the palm of a hand and having a pair of separable case halves 
joined by a hinge enables movement of the case halves 
betWeen a closed attitude and an open attitude. The case 
halves are the same siZe and shape. An interior surface of 
one of the case halves includes a non-magnifying mirror 
surface and an interior surface of the other of the case halves 
provides a magnifying mirror surface. The interior surfaces 
of each of the case halves further includes a surface periph 
eral to the mirror surfaces and provides plural lamps set ?ush 
for directing illumination outWardly. A clasp is set ?ush With 
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the peripheral surfaces, and in opposition to the hinging 
means, the clasp maintains the pair of case halves in the 
closed attitude. 

[0016] A primary objective of the present invention is to 
provide an apparatus and method of use of such apparatus 
that provides advantages not taught by the prior art. 

[0017] Another objective is to provide such an invention 
capable of being made in a hand held siZe and stored in a 
purse. 

[0018] A further objective is to provide such an invention 
capable of providing non-magni?ed and magni?ed images 
of a re?ected image. 

[0019] A still further objective is to provide such an 
invention capable of being illuminated peripherally. 

[0020] Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will become apparent from the folloWing more detailed 
description, taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWings, Which illustrate, by Way of eXample, the prin 
ciples of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] The accompanying draWings illustrate the present 
invention. In such draWings: 

[0022] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention shoWn in a closed attitude; and 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a plan vieW thereof shoWn in an open 
attitude; and 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an electrical 
circuit thereof. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0025] The above described draWing ?gures illustrate the 
invention in at least one of its preferred embodiments, Which 
is further de?ned in detail in the folloWing description. 

[0026] The present invention is an apparatus comprising a 
makeup mirror case 5 of approximately the siZe of the palm 
of a hand and having a pair of separable case halves 10, 20 
joined by a hinging means 30 Which enables movement of 
the pair of case halves 10, 20 betWeen a closed attitude, 
shoWn in FIG. 1, and an open attitude shoWn in FIG. 2. The 
case halves 10, 20 are preferably, identical in siZe and shape. 
An interior surface of one of the case halves 10 includes a 
non-magnifying mirror surface 14 and an interior surface of 
the other of the case halves 20 provides a magnifying mirror 
surface 24. The interior surfaces of each of the case halves 
10, 20 further includes a surface 16, 26 peripheral to the 
mirror surfaces, the peripheral surfaces 16, 26 each com 
prises a plurality of lamps 40 set ?ush thereWith for directing 
illumination outWardly therefrom. A clasping means 50 is 
set ?ush With the peripheral surfaces 16, 26 and in opposi 
tion to the hinging means 30, the clasping means 50 is 
enabled, preferably by magnetic attraction, for maintaining 
the pair of case halves 10, 20 in the closed attitude but is 
easily overcome manually for opening the device into the 
attitude shoWn in FIG. 2 Which clearly shoWs the interior of 
the case and the various surfaces, etc. 
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[0027] FIG. 3 shows the electrical circuit of the present 
invention. Preferably, a position sensitive sWitch S1 is 
mounted in one of the case halves and is enabled by pressing 
against the other of the case halves, for directing electrical 
current from a poWer supply B1, preferably a miniature 
battery Within one of the case halves, to the plurality of 
lamps 40 When the case halves 10, 20 are in the open attitude 
(FIG. 2) and for breaking the electrical current When the 
case halves are in the closed attitude (FIG. 1). Such position 
sensitive sWitching is very Well knoWn in the art and may 
function similarly to a refrigerator or closet lamp sWitch 
mounted near a door. 

[0028] Preferably, a manual sWitch S2, is set into the 
peripheral surface for controlling the electrical current When 
the case halves are in the open attitude. For instance, When 
the case is open in bright light, the use of lamps 40 is not 
desirable, so that S2 may be opened to shut off these lamps. 
SWitches for the intended purpose are knoWn in the art. 

[0029] While the invention has been described With ref 
erence to at least one preferred embodiment, it is to be 
clearly understood by those skilled in the art that the 
invention is not limited thereto. Rather, the scope of the 
invention is to be interpreted only in conjunction With the 
appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus comprising: a makeup mirror case of 

approximately the siZe of the palm of a hand and having a 
pair of separable case halves joined by a hinging means 
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enabling movement of the pair of case halves betWeen a 
closed attitude and an open attitude; the case halves provid 
ing mutually identical siZe and shape; Wherein an interior 
surface of one of the case halves includes a non-magnifying 
mirror surface and an interior surface of the other of the case 
halves provides a magnifying mirror surface; the interior 
surfaces of each of the case halves further including a 
surface peripheral to the mirror surfaces, the peripheral 
surfaces each comprising a plurality of lamps set ?ush 
thereWith for directing illumination outWardly therefrom; a 
clasping means set ?ush With the peripheral surfaces, and in 
opposition to the hinging means, the clasping means enabled 
for maintaining the pair of case halves in the closed attitude. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the clasping means 
maintains closure of the case halves by magnetic attraction 
force When the case halves are in the closed attitude. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a position 
sensitive sWitch mounted in one of the case halves and 
enabled for directing electrical current from a poWer supply 
Within one of the case halves, to the plurality of lamps When 
the case halves are in the open attitude and for breaking the 
electrical current When the case halves are in the closed 
attitude. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 further comprising a manual 
sWitch set into the peripheral surface for controlling the 
electrical current When the case halves are in the open 
attitude. 


