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METHOD COMPENSATING FOR EFFECTS OF 
OBJECT MOTION IN AN IMAGE 

[0001] This invention relates to a method of reducing the 
effects of motion of objects in an image, in particular to a 
method of reducing the effects of motion in magnetic 
resonance imaging. The invention particularly relates to a 
method of compensating for patient motion to produce a 
focussed image. 

[0002] Magnetic resonance imaging or MRI is a Well 
knoWn medical imaging technique. In essence the technique 
relies on the reaction of the magnetic moments of certain 
nuclei to applied magnetic ?elds. Protons and neutrons, the 
basic constituents of nuclei, posses magnetic dipole 
moments. In nuclei With an even number of protons and an 
even number of neutrons the net effect is no residual 
magnetic moment. HoWever nuclei With uneven atomic 
number (or uneven atomic mass) have a net magnetic dipole 
and hence a magnetic moment. At room temperature in the 
absence of an external magnetic ?eld one Would expect to 
?nd a random orientation of magnetic moments in a 
medium. 

[0003] In an MRI imaging system an intense magnetic 
?eld is applied to the area to be imaged. This ?eld is applied 
in one direction, conventionally referred to as the Z-direc 
tion. The effect of the applied ?eld is to align the magnetic 
dipoles in the item being imaged. The dipoles do not all line 
up in exactly the same Way hoWever. The dipoles tend to 
adopt either an orientation lined up in the same direction as 
the ?eld, referred to as parallel, or an orientation Where the 
dipoles align opposite the ?eld direction, the antiparallel 
orientation. At room temperature, due to the parallel state 
being slightly more energetically favourable, slightly more 
nuclei tend to adopt the parallel con?guration than the 
antiparallel con?guration. This results in a net overall mag 
netic moment for the medium, parallel to the applied ?eld. 

[0004] The coupling-effects of the magnetic moment of 
the nuclei With the applied ?eld does not cause an exact 
alignment of the nuclear moment With the applied ?eld. 
Instead the magnetic moment precesses around the applied 
?eld. The frequency of precession, called the Larmor fre 
quency, is proportional to the strength of the applied ?eld. 
The stronger the applied ?eld the faster the rate of preces 
s1on. 

[0005] In effect one can consider that the dipole moments 
of the nuclei have aligned so there is a component of the 
moment in the Z-direction and a component rotating in the 
x-y plane at the Larmor frequency. As mentioned, through 
out the Whole object being imaged there is a greater com 
ponent parallel to the Z-direction than antiparallel so there is 
a net moment for the object. HoWever the components in the 
x-y plane are still randomly arranged in the presence of a 
single ?eld so there is no net moment in the x-y plane. 

[0006] Applying an RF magnetic ?eld at the Larmor 
frequency perpendicular to the applied ?eld causes the 
dipoles to tip into the transverse, or x-y, plane. It also causes 
alignment of the dipoles. The net result is then a net 
magnetic moment in the x-y plane rotating at the Larmor 
frequency. 

[0007] When the RF ?eld is removed this net magnetic 
moment can be measured due to the inductance caused in 
receiver coils. Of course once the RF ?eld is removed the net 
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magnetisation of the item being imaged Will start to revert to 
What it had been as the magnetic moments of the nuclei 
begin to align With the Z-direction again. 

[0008] There are tWo separate decay processes that occur. 
The ?rst is the increase in the Z-direction component of 
overall magnetic moment. This is sometimes referred to as 
longitudinal or spin axis relaxation and is due to the transfer 
of energy betWeen excited nuclei and the lattice, or nearby 
macro-molecules. The second process, Which is independent 
of the ?rst, is that the precession of the moments of the 
nuclei, Which had been brought into in phase by the trans 
verse rf ?eld, start to de-phase reducing the x-y component. 
The de-phasing process, knoWn as transverse relaxation or 
spin-spin interaction is due to transfer of energy betWeen 
nuclei in different states and also from magnetic ?eld 
inhomogenities. In both decay processes the different types 
of material present in an object, say the differing types of 
tissue in a patient, Will affect the relaxation processes. Hence 
measuring the differing strengths of signal received by the 
different types of tissue Will reveal contrast in an image. 

[0009] In order to form an image it is necessary to encode 
the dipoles of the signals emitted by the nuclei after mag 
netiZation have information regarding to the spatial posi 
tioning of those nuclei. The imaging processes can usually 
be described in the folloWing terms. First of all is the step of 
selecting an image slice, ie a small volume to be imaged, 
and then spatially encoding the magnetic resonance signal 
emanating from that slice. The basis for this is that the 
frequency at Which a nucleus resonates, its Larmor fre 
quency, is a function of the strength of the static magnetic 
?eld in Which it is located. Therefore by altering the strength 
of the magnetic ?eld as a function of position, ie introduc 
ing a magnetic ?eld gradient, the Larmor frequency Will also 
vary as a function of position. 

[0010] Typically therefore a Weak magnetic ?eld that 
changes linearly With position is superimposed on the main 
static ?eld to create a magnetic ?eld gradient along the 
Z-direction. An RF pulse With a narroW range of frequencies 
is then applied transversely. Only those nuclei Whose Lar 
mor frequency matches the frequency of the applied RF 
pulse Will actually absorb the RF energy and undergo the 
tipping and alignment described above. Therefore by a 
careful choice of RF frequency only a narroW band or slice 
of the object being imaged Will be excited. 

[0011] Having selectively excited a slice of the object to 
imaged it is necessary to achieve spatial resolution Within in 
a slice. Spatial resolution in one dimension, say the x-di 
rection, can be achieved through use of a frequency encod 
ing gradient. Immediately folloWing the RF excitation pulse 
all spins of the nuclei of interest Within the selected slice Will 
be precessing at the same frequency. Application of an 
additional gradient, orthogonal to the Z-direction gives spa 
tial resolution in one dimension. This additional gradient, 
knoWn as a frequency encode gradient, Will alter the Larmor 
frequency of the spin precession across the slice and alloW 
spatial resolution. 

[0012] Note that for medical MRI the nuclei of interest is 
almost exclusively the nucleus of hydrogen. HoWever other 
nuclei species could be of interest in certain applications. To 
get tWo dimension resolution across the slice it is necessary 
to use a phase encode step as Well. Here folloWing the RF 
excitation pulse a phase encoding gradient is applied in the 
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y-direction for a short time. Remember that immediately 
following the RF excitation pulse all the spins in the selected 
slice Will be in phase and precessing at the same frequency. 
If a phase encode gradient is applied in the y-direction the 
spins Will have their resonant frequencies, and hence the rate 
of precession, altered according to their position along the 
y-direction. When the phase enode gradient is removed all 
nuclei in the slice Will again be subject to the same static 
?eld strength and hence the spins Will again start to precess 
at the same frequency. The effect of the phase encode 
gradient Will have been to alter the phase of the spins 
according to their position along the y-axis in a knoWn 
manner. The frequency encode gradient may then be re 
applied. 

[0013] The measured signal at a particular frequency (and 
therefore position along the x-axis) is the sum of all the 
vector contributions from a roW of spins in the y-direction. 
The actual signal measured of course is a composite of all 
the frequency components along the x-axis. 

[0014] To generate an image during the time that the 
frequency encode gradient is applied the signal is sampled 
NX times yielding a ‘pe-line’, Which is a vector or line of data 
having NX points. Repeating the measurements Ny times for 
differing values of the y-gradient yields a matrix of NX><Ny 
amplitude points. In general to generate a ?nal image of 
N><N pixels the phase encoding step must be repeated N 
times With different values of the phase encoding gradient. 

[0015] Other acquisition schemes for slice or volume 
imaging exist Which gather the data in different Ways, 
hoWever the basic principles remain the same. Also there are 
a number of different imaging sequences that can be applied. 
HoWever in all cases the raW data collected exists in What is 
called k-space. 

[0016] To obtain the image a Fourier transform is per 
formed along both the X and y axes to produce a 2D 
spectrum of data points Whose intensity is representative of 
signal distribution in the imaging slice. 

[0017] Patient movement during the acquisition of MRI 
images results in degradation of the images that can obscure 
the clinically relevant information. Each readout period 
takes a feW milliseconds, i.e. readout of the series of NX data 
points (knoWn as a phase encode line), Whereas the time 
interval betWeen readouts, i.e. the next value of phase 
encode gradient, might be betWeen 100 and 400 ms. The 
majority of blurring and ghosting artefacts caused by patient 
motion are due to motion betWeen lines in k-space, rather 
than motion during a single readout. 

[0018] Movement leads to errors betWeen lines of k-space 
Which, in the resulting image, appear as blurring and ghost 
ing, Which may be in the phase encode (pe) and frequency 
encode (fe) directions. These errors can result from trans 
lational movement in the pe and fe directions and also 
rotational movement. Translations of the patient in the 
readout direction result in a frequency dependent phase shift 
in each line of k-space. Rotations in the spatial domain are 
also rotations in k-space and result in k-space changes that 
are more complicated function of position in k-space. 

[0019] Various techniques have been employed to try to 
correct for image artefacts introduced into an image through 
motion. HoWever most of the techniques knoWn for correct 
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ing for patient motion involve a modi?ed signal acquisition 
technique Which may involve additional scans or even 
additional equipment. 

[0020] International Patent Application WO98/01828 dis 
closes a technique for reducing the effect of motion induced 
artefacts in an image using purely post data gathering signal 
processing effects. In the technique described therein the 
data is manipulated to counteract possible movement 
induced artefacts and the manipulated data compared using 
a focus condition to see if the image quality is improved. 
This technique can involve a large amount of processing due 
to the need to perform a high dimensional search in motion 
parameter space. Furthermore the method may involve the 
grouping of k-space lines to more accurately determine 
motion parameters, hoWever this grouping can decrease the 
temporal resolution of the motion found. 

[0021] Another method of correcting for motion induced 
image artefacts in the method of Projection onto Complex 
Sets (POCS) Hedley M, Hong Y and Rosenfeld D. “Motion 
Artifact Correction in MRI using generaliZed projections” 
IEEEE Trans. Med. Imag., 10:40-46, 1991. This is a method 
Whereby a good quality image is used to form a binary mask. 
The mask de?nes the tissue-air boundary, i.e. outside the 
mask there should be no signal. Motion induced artefacts in 
the acquired image cause apparent signal in the air. The 
POCS method sets all outside the mask in the acquired 
image to black. The image data is then Fourier transformed 
to k-space. A neW complex k-space is formed from the 
modulus of the measured data and the phase of the estima 
tion from the previous step. This new k-space is Fourier 
transformed to the image domain and the process iterates. 
This method hoWever involves a large amount of Fourier 
transformation as the process iterates and hence involves a 
large amount of computational effort and hence time. Fur 
ther the method requires the spatial alignment of the binary 
mask With the acquired image before processing Which is 
not alWays possible to achieve. 

[0022] The present invention seeks to provide an alterna 
tive method for correcting for motion induced artefacts in an 
image. 
[0023] Thus according to the present invention there is 
provided a method of producing an image of a scanned 
object corrected for artefacts introduced by unWanted 
motion of said object during the scan comprising the steps 
of taking a k-space image data set comprising a number of 
data points derived from the object scan, forming an ?rst 
data set from some of the k-space image data points, adding 
at least one additional data point to the ?rst data set to form 
a second data set, comparing a ?rst image generated from 
the ?rst data set to a second image generated from the 
second data set to determine if there has been any object 
motion, and correcting the second image to compensate for 
the object motion. 

[0024] An MRI image, as discussed above, is generally 
collected as an array of data points in k-space. Each k-space 
data point contributes to the Whole image. Thus any set of 
k-space data points, Which is not undersampled and includes 
Zero spatial frequency, can be used to form an image. The 
resolution of the image is increased as the number of k-space 
space data points used to form that image is increased. 

[0025] The present invention therefore lies in the com 
parison of a loWer resolution image With a slightly higher 
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resolution image from the same data set to determine 
Whether there has been any motion of the object. 

[0026] Conveniently the phase of the second (higher reso 
lution) image is corrected using the phase of the ?rst 
(slightly loWer resolution) image. If there is motion, then the 
phase-corrected image Will in general have a larger imagi 
nary part than When there is no motion, and this fact can be 
detected and used to determine motion. Here the term image 
is used to denote the data set after it has undergone Fourier 
transform (FT) from k-space. The actual visual image is a 
representation of the amplitude of the image space data 
obtained after FT from k-space, ie not the phase informa 
tion. 

[0027] The present invention searches for possible motion 
only in those data points added to the ?rst data set to form 
the second data set. The computation required is consider 
ably reduced using this method as compared With other 
focussing methods Which try to focus an entire image. 

[0028] The ?rst data set may comprise a number of phase 
encode lines. A phase encode line represents a series of NX 
data points taken after a particular phase encode gradient 
Was applied. Conveniently the phase encode lines of the ?rst 
data set symmetrically straddle DC. DC is point Which 
corresponds to no phase encoding gradient applied and no 
frequency encode gradient, ie the Zero or centre point in 
k-space. The data points added to the ?rst data set to form 
the second data set are conveniently made up of a number of 
phase encode lines. Preferably tWo phase encode lines are 
added, one on either side of DC. As the data points making 
up a phase encode line are typically taken in a fraction of a 
second there Will not normally be signi?cant distortion intra 
line due to object motion. HoWever a complete set of phase 
encode lines covering all spatial frequencies in an image can 
take tens of seconds to gather Which can result in the need 
to compensate for object motions. It should of course be 
noted that the phase encode lines need not have been 
acquired sequentially in time hoWever. Conveniently the 
image is built up, starting from DC, adding tWo lines at a 
time symmetrically about DC. Images are best formed by a 
block of pe lines symmetricallt straddling DC. Therefore to 
avoid possible artefact it is generally preferred to add tWo 
symmetrical lines at a time When building up the image. 

[0029] The term phase encode line here should not been 
seen as limiting. It Will be apparent to the person skilled in 
the art that that other, non Cartesian data sets, such as 
generated in polar-type acquisitions, could be used in the 
method of the present invention. By the term phase encode 
line is simply meant a set of data points taken at one 
particular phase encode gradient value. 

[0030] It can be seen that the method can be used itera 
tively. A certain number of lines forming a loW resolution 
image is used as the ?rst data set. A phase encode line is 
added either side of DC to build a slightly higher resolution 
image data set. The phase of this slightly higher resolution 
image, the second image, is then compared to the loW 
resolution ?rst image to determine if there has been any 
motion and, if so, correct for it. After correction the process 
can be repeated using the corrected slightly higher resolution 
image data set as the starting point and adding tWo further 
lines. 
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[0031] The correction is conveniently carried out on the 
added data points in k-space. 

[0032] The method according to the present invention may 
be started by taking a single phase encode line, usually DC, 
as the ?rst data set. The lines can then be added tWo at a time 
to build up the image. Of course any number of lines 
symmetrical about DC could be taken as an initial ?rst data 
set if desired. 

[0033] Conveniently the step of comparing the ?rst image 
With the second image comprises the step of correcting the 
phase of the second image using the phase of the ?rst image 
and analysing the phase corrected second image to deter 
mine the eXtent of any motion. The ?rst and second images 
are complex images, With an amplitude and a phase. The ?rst 
image raW or K-space is Zero-padded to be the same siZe as 
the second image K-space, before the tWo are 2-D Fourier 
transformed to (complex) image space. Effectively at each 
point of the second image, the phase of the corresponding 
point of the ?rst image is subtracted. This is the same as 
dividing the second image pointWise by the ?rst image 
(assuming the latter has been normalised to have unit 
magnitude) This results in an image Which is essentially real 
With a small imaginary component. The eXtent of the imagi 
nary component can be determined and used as the basis for 
determination of eXtent of object motion. The phase cor 
rected second image could be used on its oWn or the ?rst 
image could also be phase corrected and the phase corrected 
?rst image subtracted from the phase corrected second 
image to form a high-pass image, a feature of Which is used 
to determine the eXtent of motion. Phase correction of the 
?rst image again involves dividing the ?rst image set by the 
phase of the ?rst image set to give an essential real, 
phase-less image Which is just the modulus of the ?rst 
image. Subtracting this phase-less ?rst image from the phase 
corrected second image results in What may be termed a 
high-pass image Which, in essence, gives the neW informa 
tion contained in the data points added to form the second 
data set. The imaginary component of the high pass image 
may conveniently be used. 

[0034] Alternatively a high-pass image could be formed 
by the subtraction of the uncorrected compleX ?rst image 
from the uncorrected compleX second image and a feature of 
this high-pass image used to determine the eXtent of any 
motion. 

[0035] Conveniently the determination of object motion is 
performed by estimating possible object motions, correcting 
the added data points for the possible object motion and 
determining Whether the corrected data points yield a more 
focussed image. Usefully focus criteria may be used to 
determine Whether the image is more focussed. Anumber of 
different motion perturbations are tried on the tWo added 
lines until a pertubation or pertubations are found Which 
minimises the focus criteria. Possible patient motions, it is 
suf?cient to try a small ?nite discrete set, are tried on the tWo 
neW lines. That perturbation Which minimises the Focus 
Criterion on the image formed When compensating for that 
perturbation, must be the increment of patient motion Which 
occurred. 

[0036] In effect the method of the present invention pre 
sents a type of focus criterion Which is physically-based on 
the Hermitian property of MRI scans, namely MRI scans 
should be purely real and phase-less. In fact for various 
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reasons their phase is a bit more complex than that, being 
equal to a constant plus perturbation Which is often sloWly 
varying over the image. What the method of the present 
invention does is adjust the images (of increasing resolution) 
back to be as near real as possible, by this phase correction 
procedure. 
[0037] Different types of translation can be compensated 
for separately, for instance the effect of translations can be 
compensated followed by compensation for any rotational 
displacements. 
[0038] The focus criteria used may vary for different types 
of movement, Whether they are symmetric or asymmetric 
about DC. 

[0039] When the second data set is formed by symmetri 
cally adding tWo phase encode lines to the ?rst data set the 
possible translational motion may be either symmetric or 
asymmetric. For asymmetric translations a possible focus 
criteria is the energy in the imaginary part of image formed 
by subtracting the phase corrected ?rst image from the phase 
corrected second image. The energy may conveniently be 
found by taking the sum of the squared magnitude. Alter 
natively and equivalently performing a Fourier transform 
along the phase encode direction of the imaginary part of the 
spectrum and determining the projection along the fre 
quency encode direction may be used as a focus criterion. 

[0040] For symmetric translations the focus criterion in 
k-space may be the sum of the squared difference betWeen 
the uncorrected complex second image and uncorrected 
complex ?rst image, ie the mean-square error betWeen the 
modulus of second image and the modulus of the ?rst image. 
Other focus criteria are possible hoWever and the skilled 
person Would be aWare that other criteria could be used 
Which are optimised for a particular scheme. 

[0041] The method according to the present invention can 
therefore be employed to focus an image by ?rst performing 
a search over asymmetric translations, and in general rota 
tions too, to ?nd a displacement Which minimises an asym 
metric focus criterion and then performing a search over 
symmetric displacements to ?nd a displacement Which mini 
mises a symmetric focus criterion. 

[0042] Preferably the object scan is performed With a 
magnetic resonance imager. 

[0043] The invention Will noW be described by Way of 
eXample only With reference to the folloWing draWings of 
Which; 
[0044] FIG. 1 shoWs a schematic diagram of a magnetic 
resonance imaging system, 

[0045] FIG. 2 shoWs a functional diagram of the operation 
of the system of FIG. 1, 

[0046] FIG. 3 shoWs the effect of object motion on a full 
resolution MRI image, 

[0047] FIG. 4 shoWs a loWer resolution image than that 
shoWn in FIG. 3, 

[0048] FIG. 5 shoWs the imaginary part of a phase cor 
rected image according to an embodiment of the present 
invention, 
[0049] FIG. 6 shoWs a typical cross section through FIG. 
5 in the phase encode direction, 
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[0050] FIG. 7 shoWs the modulus spectrum of the imagi 
nary part of a phase corrected image, 

[0051] FIG. 8 shoWs projection of FIG. 7 on a phase 
encode ads. 

[0052] Referring to FIG. 1 there is shoWn a schematic 
diagram of a magnetic resonance imaging system 10. The 
system 10 incorporates a magnetic resonance imaging scan 
ner 12 of conventional type. The scanner 12 has a super 
conducting or resistive main magnet 20 Which generates a 
magnetic ?eld suf?ciently strong to cause a net alignment 
along the ?eld direction of atomic nuclei Within a patient. 
The scanner 12 also includes shim coils 22 in order to 
correct for undesired inhomogeneities in the magnetic ?eld 
of the main magnet 20. The magnetic ?eld produced by the 
shim coils 22 is controlled by a shim coil poWer supply unit 
24. 

[0053] The resonance frequency of particular atomic 
nuclei is characteristic of the nucleus and the strength of the 
applied magnetic ?eld. In order to provide spatial informa 
tion a magnetic ?eld gradient is generated by gradient coils 
such as coils 26. Gradient coils are often arranged to 
generate gradient ?elds in three orthogonal directions. The 
magnetic ?elds generated by the gradient coils are controlled 
by a gradient coil poWer supply unit 28. In order to generate 
a signal from the atomic nuclei of the patient a radio 
frequency magnetic pulse is generated by transmit coil 30. 
This pulse ‘?ips’ the angle of the nuclear spins Within a 
certain patient slice of volume. These eXcited spins or 
magnetisations then induce a current in the receive coil 
Which may be the same coil as the transmit coil 30. The coil 
30 is connected to a transmit unit 32 and a receive unit 34, 
each of Which also receives signals from a frequency source 
36. 

[0054] The system 10 includes a controlling computer 38 
Which controls the operation of the components of the 
system 10. The computer 38 controls the gradient coil poWer 
supply unit 28 in the form of gradient timing, magnetic ?eld 
strength and orientation control. In addition, the computer 
receives signals from the receive unit 34 together With 
transmitter timings. 

[0055] In order to form an image of the organs of a patient, 
the patient is inserted into the system 10 and a series of 
measurements are taken With different combinations of static 
and/or varying gradient ?elds. The signals from the tissue of 
the patient depend on the tissue’s properties, the magnetic 
?eld gradient strengths, gradient orientations and timings 
With respect to the applied radio frequency pulses. The 
varying gradients code the received signal’s phase, fre 
quency and intensity. The received signals as a function of 
time form an ordered set Which is stored in memory in the 
computer 38 for subsequent processing. 

[0056] In a subsequent signal processing stage a Fourier 
transform may be performed on the ordered set of received 
signals, With the modulus of the transform being used to 
assign the signals to a grey scale in order to form an image. 
The set of received signals is said to eXist in k-space. 

[0057] In a conventional MRI if a patient moves during 
the acquisition of data the received signal is affected and part 
of the k-space signal is corrupted. Because of the Way the 
image is reconstructed this motion affects the Whole image, 
causing blurring and/or ghosting artefacts in the ?nal image. 
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[0058] FIG. 3 shows the effect of motion on an image. 
FIG. 3a shows a full resolution MRI image. FIG. 3b shoWs 
the same image but With an engineered displacement. The 
displacement Was introduced at line DC +18 and consisted 
of a frequency encode displacement of 1 pixel and a phase 
encode displacement of —2 pixels. The effect on the formed 
image is quite clear in that the image With a displacement is 
clearly less focussed and Well de?ned. The clinical value of 
such an image is therefore correspondingly reduced. 

[0059] Referring noW to FIG. 2 there is shoWn a func 
tional block diagram of the operation of the system 10. The 
computer 38 controls and receives information from the 
scanner 12 and uses this information to generate an image on 
display 50. This image is an initial reconstructed image. If 
an operator of the system 10 considers that the initial image 
is corrupted an additional signal processing routine is 
selected. Alternatively the further signal processing could 
occur automatically. In either case the stored image data is 
processed to reduce the effects of the patient’s motion. 

[0060] In the present invention focussing is performed by 
an incremental procedure of focussing a loW resolution 
image and then proceeding to a slightly higher resolution 
and concentrating on just the neW data points added. In one 
embodiment of the invention the slightly higher resolution 
image is formed by adding tWo additional phase encode 
lines to the loW resolution image. In other Words, consider 
2m+1 phase encode lines, Where m is a small positive 
integer, symmetrically straddling DC. These are the phase 
encode spatial frequency, or k-space, lines k Where 
—mékém, With DC at k=0. Each phase encode (PE) line 
consists of nfe data points, i.e. the data points taken in the 
frequency encode direction. The nfe data points in a phase 
encode line are acquired Within a fraction of a second and so 
normally there Will be no signi?cant image distortion arising 
from motion effects Within a phase encode line. From this 
?rst data set of (2m+1) by nfe points a loW resolution 
complex MRI image I2rn+1 is formed in the usual Way by tWo 
dimensional Fourier transform FIG. 4 shoWs an 
example of a loW resolution image obtained this Way. The 
image is focussed in FIG. 4a and defocussed in FIG. 4b. As 
the method according to the present invention is inductive 
the loWer resolution image is focussed at an earlier stage of 
the process. 

[0061] The process could be started say by considering a 
single line at DC as focussed and building the image built up 
tWo lines at a time, symmetrically about DC. 

[0062] From the focussed I2rn+1 image a (2m+3)><nFE 
image I2rn+3 of marginally higher resolution than I2m+1, and 
also straddling DC, is formed. This image is obtained by 2-D 
FT on the raW K-space data consisting of PE lines k Where 
—m—1 §k§m+1. In general this image Will not be focussed, 
speci?cally because uncompensated patient motion may 
have occurred at lines k=m+1 or k=—m—1. As the previous 
image Was focussed it is necessary only to concentrate on the 
tWo neW PE lines Which have been added. In other Words the 
displacement in the PE and FE directions, and the rotation 
occurring on those lines is determined. A patient displace 
ment by amount a pixels on line m+1 and b pixels on line 
—m—1 can be decomposed as the sum of a symmetrical 
displacement by (a+b)/2 plus an asymmetric displacement 
(a—b)/2. In the ‘symmetrical’ case, the patient motion is by 
the same amount on line k=m+1 and k=—m—1. In the 
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asymmetrical case, the motion on PE line k=—m—1 is the 
negative of the PM at line k=m+1. It is possible to consider 
the displacements, Without loss of generality, to be relative 
to some ‘reference’ patient position on the DC line in 
k-space. 
[0063] The aim is to estimate oxsym, symmetric FE dis 
placement, oysym, PE displacement, and 665m, angular 
rotation displacement of the patient, for the latest tWo lines 
added, and also the anti-symmetric displacements oxasym, 
oyasym, & 663%. Note that the tWo neW lines need not in 
general be added sequentially in time, any normal Cartesian 
type acquisition sequence of PE lines Will do. Other types of 
acquisition, such as a ‘half-Fourier’ type of acquisition or 
polar-type spiral acquisitions could be catered for in the 
method of the present invention hoWever, as Would be 
understood by a person skilled in the art. 

[0064] Once the slightly higher resolution MRI image 
I2m+3 is formed the phase of this image is corrected by the 
phase of next loWer resolution image I2m+1, Where the 
images are in general complex, as opposed to modulus, 
images. The images displayed on the image display means 
is a modulus image. 

[0065] Aphase image can be de?ned as a complex image 
divided pointWise by its corresponding modulus image. The 
phase image of the loWer resolution image I2rn+1 can there 
fore be formed by dividing pointWise the complex loWer 
resolution image by its corresponding modulus image. Let 
ting DC0=I2m+1, then the phase image of I2rn+1 is DCOn= 
DCO./D0, Where ./ denotes pointWise division, and D0 is the 
modulus image of DCO, namely D0=|DCO| 

[0066] The higher resolution, possibly defocussed image 
DC2=I2m+3 is therefore divided pointWise by the loWer reso 
lution phase image to give a phase corrected image 
DC2_corrected. As the resolution of an image groWs incre 
mentally, by adding PE lines symmetrically about DC, the 
phase of the image does not normally change very markedly. 
Thus the phase corrected higher resolution image, 
DC2_corrected, should be a largely real image, With an 
imaginary part Which is in general small by comparison With 
the real part. 

[0067] It is also possible to divide the loWer resolution 
image I2rn+1 by its oWn phase image to give a phase 
corrected image DCO_corrected. This in effect is a phase 
less real image With the same modulus as the loWer resolu 
tion modulus image. 

[0068] The phase corrected loWer resolution image, 
DCO_corrected, may then be subtracted from the phase 
corrected higher resolution image to form What may be 
termed a high-pass image. This high-pass image in effect 
gives the neW information, or neWly resolved ‘innovation’, 
in the image due to the addition of the extra PE lines of data. 
When tWo neW ‘out of focus’ lines are added With asym 
metrical displacements due to non-Zero asymmetric patient 
motion, then some image energy Will migrate into the 
imaginary part of either the phase corrected higher resolu 
tion image or the high pass image formed from the differ 
ence of the tWo phase corrected images. 

[0069] FIG. 5 shoWs the imaginary part of the phase 
corrected higher resolution image. FIG. 5a shoWs the case 
Where there is no patient motion and the image is focussed 
Whereas FIG. 5b shoWs the case Where there is uncompen 
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sated patient motion. When out of focus due to patient 
motion an increased level of rippling is seen, its strength 
increasing With the amount of defocus. The rippling occurs 
largely at the spatial frequency of the added PE lines in the 
image and is seen in the phase encode direction. 

[0070] This can be more clearly seen With reference to 
FIG. 6 Which shoWs a cross section through the images of 
FIG. 5 taken at a frequency encode value of 119. Here it can 
clearly be seen that the amount of rippling increases in the 
unfocused case. Therefore the energy in the imaginary part 
of the phase corrected higher resolution image can be used 
as a focus criteria for determining the extent of any patient 
motion. The energy present in the imaginary part can be 
determined by forming the sum of its squared magnitude. 

[0071] An alternative, largely equivalent, focus criterion 
can be found by looking at the modulus spectrum of the 
imaginary part of the phase corrected higher resolution 
image. The image is Fourier transformed along the phase 
encode direction and the modulus taken pointWise. The 
resulting spectrum is shoWn in FIG. 7 for the defocussed 
case illustrated in FIG. 5b. This shoWs the rippling effect 
largely concentrated at the frequency of the neW line of 
k-space Which Was 119. FIG. 8 shoWs the spectrum of FIG. 
7 projected onto the vertical PE axis. Here it can again be 
seen that the unfocused curve has more energy. The energy 
under this curve may also be used as the focus criterion for 
asymmetric motion. 

[0072] For symmetric patient motion, the above focus 
criteria is not in general optimal, and another should be used. 
This is because it can be shoWn that the ripple energy in the 
(2m+3)-line defocused image noW appears more on the real 
part, and hence on the modulus image Whose main contri 
bution is from the real image, With only a second order 
contribution from the imaginary-part image. If one com 
pares, on a mean-square basis, the loW-resolution focused 
modulus image With the higher resolution modulus image 
|Im+3|, then When there is defocus, this should manifest as a 
higher mean-square distance betWeen the tWo images due to 
the increased rippling. Thus the sum of the difference 
betWeen the tWo complex images, Irn+1 and Im+3, squared 
can be used as the focus criterion for detecting symmetrical 
patient motion. 

[0073] In one embodiment of the present invention there 
fore the procedure might typically proceed as folloWs: 

[0074] i) take a ?rst data set of a number of phase 
encode lines corresponding to a focussed ?rst image, 

[0075] ii) add tWo lines on either side of the ?rst data set 
to form the second data set, 

[0076] iii) apply an asymmetrical patient motion dis 
placement (discrete) increments oxasywoyasym, & 60mm 
on the tWo neW lines to form a possible second data set, 

[0077] iv) form a second image by a 2D FT of the 
possible second data set, 

[0078] v) correct the phase of the second image by the 
phase of the ?rst image and form a high-pass image 
from the difference of the phase corrected ?rst and 
second images, 

[0079] vi) determine the value of the asymmetric focus 
criterion, 
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[0080] vii) repeat steps (iii) to (vi) for all discrete 
asymmetric displacements (including Zero), 

[0081] viii) identify the asymmetric discrete displace 
ments that give rise to the loWest value of the asym 
metric focus criterion, 

[0082] ix) apply an symmetrical patient motion dis 
placement (discrete) increments oxsym , oysym, & aesym 
on the tWo neW lines to form a possible second data set 

[0083] X) form a second image by a 2D FT of the 
possible second data set, 

[0084] xi) determine the difference of the complex ?rst 
image subtracted from the complex second image, 

[0085] xii) determine the value of the symmetric focus 
criterion, 

[0086] xiii) repeat steps to (xii) for all discrete 
symmetric displacements (including Zero), 

[0087] xiv) identify the discrete symmetric displace 
ments that give rise to the loWest value of the symmet 
ric focus criterion, 

[0088] xv) correct the second data set for the identi?ed 
symmetric and asymmetric displacements, 

[0089] xvi) repeat steps to (xv) taking the corrected 
second data set as the neW ?rst data set until full 
resolution is reached. 

[0090] The search over the discrete asymmetric or sym 
metric displacement is a 3-D search in tWo dimensions 
aiming to ?nd that displacement Which, on compensating the 
image or its raW data for this motion displacement, mini 
mises the appropriate focus criterion. 

[0091] The focus criteria suggested above are formulated 
in terms of the imaginary part and modulus images 
described, but other criteria can for example also be formu 
lated in terms of the related phase image. There are many 
variants of focus criteria based on phase-corrected high pass 
images as the skilled person Will be aWare. 

[0092] It should be noted that, as With any focus criteria, 
there can be some misestimation of PE displacement near 
the DC line, hoWever this is because such displacements 
actually have a fairly negligible effect on the subjective 
focus of the image, as very small PE phases are involved. 
Likewise there can appear to be misestimation of PE dis 
placement on the higher frequency PE lines Well aWay from 
DC. This is because the PE phase error Which is caused by 
the displacement gets Wrapped modulo 275, but this effect 
again causes no defocus in itself, but arises from the physics 
of the situation. 

[0093] Justi?cation of the chosen focus criteria is given 
beloW. Assume that a complex MRI image is just a sum over 
a large number of discrete points A(xp, yq), Where y denotes 
pe position (in the image), and x denotes fe position. Then 
the k-space corresponding to such an image I is 

[0094] Where —nfe/2§j§nfe/2,—npe/2§k§npe/2, assuming 
there are nfe+1 points in each pe line, and npe+1 pe lines in 
total. 
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[0095] Form the (2m+1)><nfe raW data matrix R2rn+1 
obtained from putting together k-space lines —mékém. 
This matrix is symmetrically Zero-padded out to a npe><nfe 
matrix, and then 2-D Fourier transformed to arrive at lzrml. 
When I2rn+1 is phase-corrected as described above, in effect 
the complex image amplitudes A(xp, yq) are rendered real by 
removing their phase, so they may henceforth be considered 
as real numbers. 

[0096] Consider noW adding the tWo neW PE lines at 
k=m+1 & k=—m—1, With an asymmetric displacement 6x in 
FE, and by in PE. The neW (unfocused) lines are: 

[0100] Note that the patient motion manifests as phase 
errors on the raW k-space data. 

[0101] As, to a ?rst approximation, 6x & by are small, of 
the order of a pixel or tWo normally, one may Write as a ?rst 
approximation: 

("1+1)5y/”pe} (2) 
[0102] When they are focused, the tWo neW lines form a 
Hermitian pair, i.e. 

5f"°(m+1,j)={5f °°(-m—1,—j)}* 
[0103] Where * is complex conjugate Which implies the FT 
of the pair (i.e. the high-pass image) is real. When there is 
non-Zero patient motion, We have, from eqns (1) & (2); 

[0104] Where real constant c=2rc{j. 6x/nfe+(m+1)6y/npe} 

[0105] NoW the (phase-corrected) complex image I2rn+3 is: 

[0106] I2m+3=FT{R2m+3}=FT{R2m+1}+Fr{2 added 
lines, Zero-padded}EReal lo-res image I2m+1+real 
high-pass image+t. c. real high-pass image 

[0107] The last term accounts for the appearance of an 
imaginary part to the phase-corrected 2m+3-line image 
When there is patient motion (i.e. defocus) present. This 
imaginary part is a high-pass image containing most of its 
energy (in the PE direction) at the frequency of the neW lines 
added, namely m+1 —this is the Fourier component con 
tributed by the neW lines. 

[0108] In fact there are various approximations made 
along the Way Which make the above analysis only partly 
valid. Even the focused 2m+3-line phase-corrected image 
has an imaginary part—the above analysis does not take into 
account effects Which arise from points A(xp, yq) Which are 
barely resolved in the loW-resolution images. HoWever it 
does serve to shoW that there Will be extra contributions to 
the imaginary part image arising from the Hermitian mis 
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match in the neW line pair When there is a non-Zero patient 
motion displacement on those lines, Which lends support to 
the choice of asymmetric focus criteria. 

[0109] Likewise, When there is a symmetrical patient 
motion on the tWo lines, it can be shoWn that the effect is to 
set up oscillations on the real image, Which contributes as a 
?rst order effect to oscillations in the amplitude of the 
modulus image |I2m+3|.(By contrast, perturbations on the 
imaginary part are a second order effect). The oscillations 
are best detected When comparing |I2m+3|to |I2m+1|, Which 
prompts the choice of symmetric focus criteria. 

[0110] The present invention has been described above in 
relation to one particular acquisition scheme and certain 
focus criteria. The skilled person Would be aWare hoWever 
that other schemes and criteria could be used Without 
departing from the essence of the present invention. 

1. A method of producing an image of a scanned object 
corrected for artefacts introduced by unWanted motion of 
said object during the scan comprising the steps of taking a 
k-space image data set comprising a number of data points 
derived from the object scan, forming an ?rst data set from 
some of the k-space image data points, adding at least one 
additional data point to the ?rst data set to form a second 
data set, comparing a ?rst image generated from the ?rst 
data set to a second image generated from the second data 
set to determine if there has been any object motion, and 
correcting the second image to compensate for the object 
motion. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the phase of 
the ?rst image is compared With the phase of the second 
image to determine Whether there has been any object 
motion. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 Wherein the 
?rst data set comprises a number of phase encode lines. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 3 Wherein the phase 
encode lines of the ?rst data set symmetrically straddle DC. 

5. A method as claimed in any preceding claim Wherein 
the data points added to the ?rst data set to form the second 
data set comprise a number of phase encode lines. 

6. Amethod as claimed in claim 5 Wherein the number of 
phase encode lines added is tWo. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 6 Wherein one phase 
encode line is added on each side of DC. 

8. A method as claimed in any preceding claim Wherein 
the method is repeated iteratively such that after correction 
of the second data set the process is repeated using the 
corrected second data set as a neW ?rst data set. 

9. A method according to claim 8 Wherein the process is 
started taking a single phase encode line as the ?rst data set. 

10. A method according to claim 9 Wherein the single 
phase encode line is at DC. 

11. A method according to any preceding claim Wherein 
correcting the second image to compensate for the object 
motion correction is carried out on the added data points in 
k-space. 

12. A method according to any preceding claim Wherein 
the step of comparing the ?rst image and the second image 
comprises the step of correcting the phase of the second 
image using the phase of the ?rst image and analysing the 
phase corrected second image to determine the extent of any 
motion. 
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13. A method as claimed in claim 12 wherein the phase of 
the second image is corrected by dividing it by the phase of 
the ?rst image. 

14. A method according to claim 12 or claim 13 Wherein 
the analysis of the phase corrected second image comprises 
determining the eXtent of the imaginary component thereof. 

15. Amethod as claimed in any of claims 12 to 14 Wherein 
a phase corrected ?rst image is subtracted from the phase 
corrected second image to form a high-pass image and a 
feature of the high-pass image is used to determine the 
eXtent of motion. 

16. A method according to claim 15 Wherein the feature 
of the high-pass image used is the eXtent of the imaginary 
component thereof. 
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17. A method as claimed in any of claims 1 to 11 Wherein 
a high pass image is formed by subtracting the ?rst image 
from the second image and a feature of the high-pass image 
is used to determine the eXtent of any motion. 

18. A method as claimed in any preceding claim Wherein 
the determination of object motion is performed by estimat 
ing possible object motions, correcting the added data points 
for the possible object motion and determining Whether the 
corrected data points give a more focussed image. 

19. A method as claimed in claim 18 Wherein focus 
criteria are used to determine Whether the corrected data 
points give a more focussed image. 

* * * * * 


