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(57) ABSTRACT 
The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for 
accepting sheet material, in particular papers of value such 
as bank notes, checks, etc., Whereby different groups of sheet 
material are successively accepted and stored. 

In a knoWn method and corresponding apparatus for accept 
ing groups of sheet material such as bank notes, the bank 
notes coming from a deliverer are checked and stored in a 
storage container in the order of their input. Thus it is not 
alWays recognizable Without doubt subsequently, eg in 
cases of malfunction, Which deliverer certain bank notes 
come from. 

The present invention starts out from the consideration that 
each group of sheet material is assigned at least one sepa 
ration means and the separation means are stored at least 
partly together With the associated group of sheet material 
for separating the associated group of sheet material from 
other groups of sheet material. 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ACCEPTING 
ARTICLES IN THE FORM OF SHEET-TYPE 

MATERIAL 

[0001] The present invention relates to a method and 
apparatus for accepting sheet material, in particular papers 
of value such as bank notes, checks, etc., Whereby different 
groups of sheet material are successively accepted and 
stored. 

[0002] In a knoWn method and corresponding apparatus 
for accepting sheet material such as bank notes, it is pro 
vided that a deliverer inputs a group of bank notes, herein 
after called a delivery, into a corresponding apparatus for 
acceptance. Additionally, the deliverer must identify him 
self, for eXample by using a check card Whose data, eg 
account number, are read. The corresponding account num 
ber is then credited With the bank notes inputted for accep 
tance. For this purpose the bank notes are checked for 
example as to authenticity and denomination in order to 
determine the total sum of bank notes inputted for accep 
tance. The checked bank notes are then transported by the 
apparatus to a storage container and kept there. The bank 
notes are stored in the storage container in the order of their 
input. 
[0003] HoWever, the knoWn method and corresponding 
apparatus have disadvantages in several respects. One prob 
lem is for eXample the use of a check card for identi?cation. 
When eg an employee brings the delivery to a bank 
operating a corresponding apparatus, he must carry the 
account holder’s check card With him to perform identi? 
cation successfully. This results in certain risks, on the one 
hand, and if different employees make deliveries it is prob 
lematic to equip each of the employees With a corresponding 
check card, on the other hand. Further problems can arise 
upon acceptance of the delivery in the apparatus if there are 
malfunctions during transport of the bank notes Within the 
apparatus that cause a change in their order, or there are 
errors during the check of the bank notes. In such cases it is 
not readily possible to assign the problematic, e.g. forged, 
bank notes to the actual deliverer. This makes it dif?cult or 
impossible to check the individual deliveries subsequently. 

[0004] It is therefore the problem of the present invention 
to state a method and apparatus for accepting sheet material, 
in particular papers of value such as bank notes, checks, etc., 
Whereby different groups of sheet material are successively 
accepted and stored, that simpli?es and facilitates operation 
for deliverers, on the one hand, and permits an improved 
subsequent check of individual deliveries, on the other hand. 

[0005] This problem is solved according to the invention 
by the features of the independent claims. 

[0006] For accepting different groups of sheet material 
consisting of at least one piece of sheet material, in particu 
lar papers of value such as bank notes, checks, etc., that are 
successively accepted and stored, the invention starts out 
from the consideration that each group of sheet material is 
assigned at least one separation means and the separation 
means are stored at least partly together With the associated 
group of sheet material for separating the associated group 
of sheet material from other groups of sheet material. 

[0007] The advantage of the invention is in particular in 
that the proposed use of separation means is suitable for 
guaranteeing the assignability of each group of sheet mate 
rial to a deliverer. 
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[0008] In an advantageous embodiment, it is provided that 
the separation means have information or are provided With 
information. Evaluation of the information guarantees for 
eXample the unique assignability of each group of sheet 
material to a deliverer. Evaluation of the information of the 
separation means permits this even Without the use of 
special identi?cation means, eg a check card, by the 
deliverer. 

[0009] In a further advantageous embodiment, it is pro 
vided that additional separation means are produced to be 
stored together With the sheet material of each group of sheet 
material. The use of additional separation means alloWs 
better processing of sheet material since the additional 
separation means alloW the individual groups of sheet mate 
rial to be eXactly subdivided, for eXample to separate forged 
or possibly forged sheet material from other sheet material. 

[0010] Further advantages of the present invention result 
from the dependent claims and the folloWing description of 
embodiments With reference to ?gures. 

[0011] To facilitate understanding, only the elements that 
are of importance in connection With the present invention 
Will be described hereinafter. 

[0012] FIG. 1a shoWs a schematic ?rst embodiment of an 
apparatus for accepting different groups of sheet material, 

[0013] FIG. 1b shoWs a schematic second embodiment of 
an apparatus for accepting different groups of sheet material, 

[0014] FIG. 2a shoWs a ?rst embodiment of separation 
means for a group of sheet material With an inserted group 
of sheet material, 

[0015] FIG. 2b shoWs the ?rst embodiment of separation 
means for a group of sheet material Without sheet material, 

[0016] FIG. 3 shoWs a second embodiment of separation 
means for a group of sheet material With an inserted group 
of sheet material, 

[0017] FIG. 4 shoWs an arrangement of a plurality of 
groups of sheet material With associated separation means, 

[0018] FIG. 5 shoWs a ?rst embodiment of separation 
means for detecting information for a group of sheet mate 

rial, 

[0019] FIG. 6 shoWs a second embodiment of separation 
means for detecting information for a group of sheet mate 
rial, and 

[0020] FIG. 7 shoWs a third embodiment of separation 
means for detecting information for a group of sheet mate 
rial. 

[0021] In the folloWing the acceptance of different groups 
of sheet material Will be described by Way of eXample With 
reference to the acceptance of different groups of bank notes, 
hereinafter called deliveries. Other papers of value such as 
checks, etc., can be processed in the same Way. The different 
deliveries are separated by separation means, for eXample 
separation cards. Abank note accepting machine is used for 
processing the different deliveries. 

[0022] FIG. 1a shoWs a schematic ?rst embodiment of 
bank note accepting machine 100 for accepting different 
groups of sheet material. 



US 2004/0012144 A1 

[0023] Adeliverer has inserted delivery E3 into input 110. 
Sheet material of delivery E3 consists of bank notes BN3 
and separation card TK3 and is transferred individually by 
singler 111 to transport system 120 that guides the sheet 
material through sensor device 112 connected With control 
device 140. By means of its sensors, sensor device 112 
derives data from the sheet material that are evaluated by 
control device 140. Evaluation can be dispensed With in the 
simplest case, or only a count of sheet material is performed. 
HoWever, evaluation can also include a check for authen 
ticity and type of sheet material, eg authenticity and 
denomination of bank notes. In the same Way, sensor device 
112 and control device 140 can detect information applied to 
separation card TK3. Then the sheet material is stored in 
storage container 130. 

[0024] The data of bank notes BN3 determined during the 
check and the information of separation card TK3 are stored 
in a memory of control device 140. The data of the check can 
also be transferred to separation card TK3, for eXample in 
sensor device 112. The data are related With the check of 
bank notes BN3, for eXample their number, type (currency, 
denomination), total sum, etc. For this purpose, separation 
card TK3 must constitute the last piece of sheet material in 
delivery E3, as shoWn. LikeWise, it is possible that a 
separation card is disposed as the ?rst piece of sheet material 
or at any place in a delivery, in Which case an additional 
device (not shoWn) must be used in Which the card can be 
temporarily stored until the total deposit has been processed. 
For eXample, it can be provided that the card is returned to 
input 110 after running through sensor device 112 to be able 
to be processed again. In the eXample of FIG. 1, tWo 
deliveries E1 and E2 have already been accepted. Bank 
notes BN1 and BN2 and separation cards TK1 and TK2 are 
accordingly stacked in storage container 130, card TK1 
separating ?rst delivery E1 from second delivery E2, and 
second card TK2 separating second delivery E2 from deliv 
ery E3 to be processed subsequently. 

[0025] All functions of bank note accepting machine 100 
are controlled by control device 140, for eXample a micro 
computer. The deliverer can control the acceptance process 
by means of input/output device 150, Which contains for 
eXample a printer and/or a display and/or a keyboard and/or 
a touch screen and/or a card reader, or the deliverer is 
informed about the acceptance process by accepting 
machine 100. The abovementioned information of separa 
tion card TK3 that is detected by sensor device 112 and 
processed by control device 140 can contain not only 
accounting data such as the deliverer’s account number, type 
and number of bank notes of the delivery, etc., but also 
instructions for accepting machine 100. Such instructions 
may include for eXample a special processing mode in Which 
accepting machine 100 Works in a Way especially suitable 
for the particular deliverer. Such processing modes can be 
different for eXample for the delivery of checks or bank 
notes. Further, an operating mode can be provided in Which 
separation card TK3 is not stored in storage container 130 
but returned to the deliverer. This operating mode Will be 
eXplained in more detail beloW. 

[0026] Sheet material that Was not recogniZable during the 
check by control device 140 or caused problems, eg due to 
simultaneous removal of a plurality of pieces of sheet 
material by singler 111, can be returned to the deliverer. For 
this purpose, diverter 122, Which is part of transport system 
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120, is actuated by controller 140 and nonrecogniZed sheet 
material is outputted to output 135. Instead of separate 
output 135, input 110 can also be used if nonrecogniZed 
sheet material is returned, as described above for the sepa 
ration card. For separation a separation element, for eXample 
a plate or ?nger, must then be placed on delivery E3 after the 
onset of processing so that returned sheet material is sepa 
rated from the rest of the delivery. It is also possible to 
perform one or more reruns for nonrecogniZed sheet mate 
rial to reduce the number of nonrecogniZed sheet material. 
NonrecogniZed sheet material is thus taken from output 135 
and reinserted into input 110 or the separation element is 
removed. To achieve the above-described separation func 
tion of separation cards TK for individual deliveries E in 
case of reruns, the order of deliveries E, in particular the 
position of cards TK at the beginning and/or end, must be 
retained. Separation cards TK can thus be guided into input 
110, as described above, to be singled again at the end of 
processing. 
[0027] To retain the order of sheet material, in particular 
bank notes BN and separation cards TK, of individual 
deliveries, the abovementioned buffer (not shoWn) for bank 
notes BN and/or a further buffer (not shoWn) for separation 
card TK can also be provided in Which bank notes BN or 
card TK of delivery E are placed during the check. Only 
after the end of processing, bank notes BN and card TK are 
removed from the buffer or buffers and transferred to storage 
container 130. If one or more buffers are used, it can also be 
provided that card TK is inserted into one of the buffers by 
the deliverer at the outset of processing, separately from the 
bank notes of the delivery. The corresponding buffer can 
furthermore have a sensor that detects information applied to 
separation card TK in the same Way as sensor device 112. 

[0028] As indicated above, separation cards TK can be 
disposed at the beginning or end of the particular delivery. 
LikeWise, it is possible to provide a separation card at both 
the beginning and the end of the particular delivery. Using 
separation cards Within a delivery can obtain further divi 
sions, Which Will be explained in more detail beloW in 
connection With FIG. 4. 

[0029] FIG. 1b shoWs a schematic second embodiment of 
bank note accepting machine 100 for accepting different 
groups of sheet material. The second embodiment shoWn in 
FIG. 1b corresponds substantially to the above-described 
?rst embodiment according to FIG. 1a in design and func 
tion. 

[0030] Bank note accepting machine 100 additionally has 
second storage container 131, diverter 121 controlled by 
control device 140 for sWitching transport system 120 from 
?rst storage container 130 to second storage container 131, 
and device 160 controlled by control device 140 for pro 
ducing additional separation cards TK‘, TK“. 

[0031] Additional separation cards TK‘, TK“ are used for, 
among other things, preserving the ?ndings obtained during 
the check of bank notes to permit a later, simple analysis of 
the content of storage container 130 or 131. In the shoWn 
eXample, ?rst delivery E1 has been processed and bank 
notes BN1 stored together With separation card TK1 in 
storage container 130. Second, likeWise processed delivery 
E2 contained bank note BN2‘ that Was not accepted during 
the check, eg because it is a forgery or suspected forgery or 
because it involves a multiple removal. Bank note BN2‘ is 
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therefore stored in second storage container 131, Which is 
provided in this example for unaccepted bank notes. 
Remaining bank notes BN2 accepted during the check are 
stored in ?rst storage container 130. For separating bank 
notes BN2 and BN2‘, device 160 for producing additional 
separation cards has produced separation cards TK2“, TK2‘ 
and transport system 120 has transferred them to ?rst and 
second storage containers 130, 131, Where they delimit bank 
notes BN2, BN2‘ from bank notes of following delivery E3. 
Separation card TK2, Which Was originally inputted to input 
110 together With bank notes BN2 by the deliverer, is 
returned to the deliverer in this eXample. Separation card 
TK2 is thus transported to output 135 by transport system 
120, by actuation of diverters 121 and 122 by control device 
140. Separation card TK2 can have information that, as 
described above, is applied in sensor device 112 and can 
comprise the result of acceptance of the delivery, in particu 
lar information that bank note BN2‘ is probably a forged 
bank note. HoWever, separation card TK2 can also be reused 
for a later delivery. If separation card TK2 is not returned to 
the deliverer, it is used for separation in one of storage 
containers 130, 131, so that separation card TK2“ or TK2‘ 
does not have to be produced by device 160. Information 
about the check of the bank notes and the information about 
deliverer, etc., contained on separation card TK2 are like 
Wise applied to separation cards TK2‘ and TK2“ so that the 
bank notes separated by them can be analyZed and assigned 
later. 

[0032] The use of additional separation card producing 
device 160, Which can also be disposed at another place in 
transport system 120, also makes it fundamentally possible 
for a delivery to be inserted into input 110 Without a 
separation card. The deliverer must then identify himself eg 
by inputting his account number by means of input/output 
device 150 or by using a check card. The separation cards 
required for separating the deposits in storage container 130 
and/or 131 are then produced by device 160, in dependence 
on the check. 

[0033] If only ?rst storage container 130 is used, addi 
tional separation cards TK‘, TK“ can likeWise be used. These 
are then added accordingly betWeen the bank notes of the 
deposit. For eXample, it can be provided that additional 
separation card TK‘ is alWays produced When a forged bank 
note is recogniZed. Separation card TK‘ is then placed and 
stored in storage container 130 over or under the forged bank 
note to permit this bank note to be clearly identi?ed later. 

[0034] LikeWise, it is possible to use further storage con 
tainers to permit the bank notes of a delivery to be stored for 
example in single denominations and/or currencies. All bank 
notes of one denomination and/or all bank notes of one 
currency are thus stored in a storage container in each case. 
Separation cards must accordingly be produced for each of 
the storage containers in Which bank notes of a delivery are 
stored to permit the bank notes of the particular delivery to 
be delimited from bank notes of previous and/or folloWing 
deliveries. 

[0035] There are a number of Ways for the deliverer to 
provide delivery data on the separation cards in the form of 
information for processing With bank note accepting 
machine 100. 

[0036] A ?rst approach is for the deliverer to prepare a 
voucher that can be used as a separation card. This can be 
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done using special programs by Which the deliverer detects 
the data of his delivery and enters them in the books and the 
program automatically performs a data transfer With the 
detected data to the service provider, e. g. over the Internet or 
other telecommunication routes, and an accompanying slip 
is printed at the deliverer’s that is enclosed in the delivery 
and can be used directly as a machine-readable separation 
card during bank note processing. 

[0037] In this case the embodiment of a separation card 
With electronic coding, eg an embedded chip and transpon 
der, is of particular advantage. The information applied by 
the deliverer (e.g. deliverer identi?cation, delivery identi? 
cation, total nominal value, number of bank notes per 
denomination, account number, bank code number, etc.) can 
be read in its totality or as a subset by the bank note 
accepting machine and adopted for processing. This method 
has the advantage that preparatory Work on bank note 
accepting machine 100 is unnecessary. 

[0038] In another variant, the deliverer can for eXample ?ll 
in ?elds on a preprinted separation card or check them off (in 
the manner of a lotto coupon) to mark the value of his 
delivery or the number of bank notes of the particular 
denominations. Such a separation card is shoWn in FIG. 5. 
Separation card TK has ?elds for each denomination. For 
denomination “?ve”42 there are ?elds 41 for the numbers 
from “Zero” to “nine” that are Weighted With multiplier 
“one”44 and a multiplier “ten”. In the shoWn eXample there 
are 86 bank notes of the denomination “?ve.” Further ?eld 
45 can contain data that eg identify the deliverer. 

[0039] FIGS. 2 and 3 shoW further embodiments of 
separation cards. Separation cards TK are formed in the 
shoWn cases as containers, in particular envelopes or covers 
of paper, paperboard or cardboard. 

[0040] As shoWn in FIG. 2a, bank notes BN of a delivery 
are inserted into the envelope. Envelope TK moreover has 
gap 11 that singler 111 can engage to remove sheet material 
individually out of the opening of the envelope. When the 
total sheet material is removed, as shoWn in FIG. 2b, singler 
111 grasps the envelope on the side of the envelope opposite 
gap 11. 

[0041] A variant of container or envelope TK is shoWn in 
FIG. 3. Envelope TK is equipped With closure means 14 that 
are closed after insertion of a delivery into envelope TK. The 
delivery can thus be transported safe from access by means 
of envelope TK. For processing in bank note accepting 
machine 100 it can be provided that a cutting tool is disposed 
in singler 111 for ?rst checking the integrity of closure 
means 14 and then opening closure means 14 of envelopes 
TK to begin singling. The cutting tool can cut open closure 
means 14 for eXample along line 15 shoWn in FIG. 3. But 
closure means 14 can also be completely removed by the 
cutting tool, e.g. along line 16. 

[0042] In a special embodiment, containers or envelopes 
TK can be designed so as to carry information that can be 
read by machine, so that for eXample data ?elds 12 and/or 
13 can be present on one or both sides of envelope TK. 
Closure means 14 can also have data ?elds having the same 
information as associated envelopes TK Then it is possible 
for closure means 14 to be also used in bank note accepting 
machine 100 and stored in storage container or containers 
130, 131 together With the bank notes to make the bank notes 
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assignable to the particular deliveries. Closure means 14 can 
thus be automatically taken into account and transported by 
bank note accepting machine 100. It is thus possible to 
separate both accepted bank notes and unaccepted bank 
notes of individual deliveries by envelopes TK or closure 
means 14. 

[0043] With reference to the structure of groups of sheet 
material or deliveries shoWn in FIG. 4, further functions of 
the separation means shall be described in more detail. FIG. 
4 shoWs ?rst delivery E1 consisting of separation means 
TK1, bank notes BN1 to BN6 as Well as further separation 
means TK1‘ located betWeen bank notes BN2 and BN3, and 
second delivery E2 consisting of separation means TK2, 
bank notes BN7 to BN12 as Well as tWo further separation 
means TK2‘ and TK2“. Last bank note BN12 can be fol 
loWed by further deliveries, as indicated by a dotted line in 
FIG. 4. 

[0044] Separation means TK1 and TK2 can be formed as 
separation cards, as shoWn in FIG. 4, or as containers, as 
described above in connection With FIGS. 2 and 3. Sepa 
ration means TK1 and TK2 are recogniZed by sensor device 
112 With reference to speci?c properties, as described. They 
can moreover have information that can be used for identi 
fying deliveries. Further separation means TK‘, TK“ are 
formed as separation cards. In the simplest case, further 
separation means TK‘, TK“ are constituted by part of the 
sheet material itself. For example, the serial number of a 
bank note can be used for unique identi?cation. The serial 
number is then assigned the corresponding data, such as 
deliverer, deposited amount, etc., stated on separation card 
TK for processing in controller 140 of bank note accepting 
machine 100. 

[0045] As shoWn in FIG. 4, further separation means TK‘, 
TK“ can be disposed at any places Within particular delivery 
E, after separation means TK. In ?rst delivery E1, separation 
means TK1‘ is located for example after separation means 
TK1 and bank notes BN1 and BN2. In second delivery E2, 
further separation means TK2‘ are located immediately after 
separation means TK2 and further separation means TK2“ 
betWeen bank notes BN9 and BN10. The use of further 
separation means TK‘, TK“ Within deliveries E thus also 
permits the formation of subgroups of bank notes BN1 to 
BN2, BN3 to BN6, BN7 to BN9 and BN10 to BN12. Said 
subgroups Within the deliveries can correspond for example 
to individual cash registers of a supermarket. 

[0046] In the folloWing, different possibilities for coding 
and evaluating separation means Will be described, said 
separation means alWays being referred to as separation 
cards for simplicity’s sake. 

[0047] Separation cards can be provided With information. 
This information can be an identi?cation code that permits 
an indirect link With the data of the delivery held in another 
system. This identi?cation code can be previously printed, 
or prepared during preparation With the aid of an apparatus 
for coding separation cards. Additionally or alternatively, the 
separation card can contain direct information about the 
delivery (customer’s name, nominal value, number of bank 
notes separated according to denomination, etc.) and be used 
as a receipt for settlement. This information can be applied 
in the form of a machine-readable bar code, as information 
on a magnetic stripe or in the form of machine-readable 
character sets (OCR font). It is prepared by the deliverer 
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himself, as described above, or made available and sent eg 
by mail or the Internet by a central of?ce, eg the bank 
operating the bank note accepting machine. 

[0048] Further possibilities for individual identi?cation of 
the separation card include machine-readable information 
that establishes a unique relation to a delivery eg by means 
of a tWo-dimensional bar code. This permits either the 
amount of information to be distinctly increased or the 
information to be coded so that it can also be read by a 
sensor device With loW resolution. Separation card TK With 
such a tWo-dimensional bar code is shoWn in FIG. 6. To 
permit position-independent evaluation of tWo-dimensional 
bar code 52, orientation marks 51, 53, 54 are provided. 
Further separation card TK With a tWo-dimensional data 
block matrix is shoWn in FIG. 7. Separation card 60 likeWise 
has orientation features 61, 62, 63. The information is 
contained in the tWo-dimensional data block matrix having 
a plurality of data blocks 64 to 65. BetWeen individual data 
blocks 64 to 65 there can be magnetic or electroconductive 
stripes that alloW recognition even in the case of conceal 
ment by multiple removal. Further information, eg in 
plaintext, can be contained in additional ?eld 66. 

[0049] Another possibility for applying and reading infor 
mation on a separation card is to use optical codings as are 
common for example in compact discs. This technology 
permits a very great amount of information to be applied to 
a very small area and read optically, for example With a laser. 

[0050] Afurther possibility for applying and reading infor 
mation on a separation card is to use methods With place 
and/or intensity-dependent features on the separation card. 
For example, the arrangement and siZe of conductive ele 
ments on the separation card can be used for individual 
coding of separation cards. This method can be expanded if 
these elements have different states of conductivity and the 
value of conductivity is detected and evaluated by a corre 
sponding evaluation method. A similar method can be per 
formed With the aid of magnetic elements. 

[0051] A further possibility is to use optically visible 
prints that differ clearly in form, arrangement, intensity and 
spectral property (color) and thus alloW individual identi? 
cation. 

[0052] Avery advantageous embodiment of the separation 
card results from using a chip embedded on the separation 
card With a transponder. The transponder is applied to the 
separation card in the form of a coil or antenna and con 
nected With a chip embedded in the separation card. This coil 
or antenna is used ?rstly to feed in energy for the poWer 
supply of the embedded chip, secondly for data transfer to 
the chip (Writing information), thirdly for data transfer of 
information stored on the chip (reading information), and 
fourthly for reliable recognition of the presence of a sepa 
ration card according to the above explanations. The chip is 
a component that can store and/or process information. This 
embodiment results in a number of advantageous features 
for a separation card application, since many times more 
information can be stored in this Way than for example in 
information based on a bar code or an OCR font. In addition, 
the method alloWs Writing access to the information of the 
separation card and thus for example the addition of infor 
mation in bank note accepting machine 100. In a ?rst step, 
information about the deliverer, the nominal amount of the 
bank note value or the nominal number of the particular 
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denominations as Well as identi?cation information can be 
Written for example during preparation of processing. Dur 
ing machine processing, this information is read completely 
or partly by bank note accepting machine 100 and in a 
further step supplemented by Writing access in bank note 
accepting machine 100 by further processing data, for 
eXample the particular number of bank notes recogniZed as 
authentic in terms of value and stacked. 

[0053] This method has the further advantage that the 
information is also read and Written if the separation card is 
masked by bank notes in certain cases. 

1. A method for accepting sheet material (BN), in par 
ticular papers of value such as bank notes, checks, etc., 
Whereby different groups of sheet material are succes 
sively accepted, comprising the folloWing method steps: 

accepting (110) the different groups of sheet material each 
consisting of at least one piece of sheet material, and 

storing the different groups of sheet material in a storage 
container (130), characteriZed in that 

each group of sheet material is assigned at least one 
separation means (TK) before or during acceptance or 
during processing, 

the separation means are transferred, at least partly, 
together With the associated group of sheet material to 
the storage container (130) for storage, and 

the separation means (TK) separate the associated group 
of sheet material in the storage container (130) from 
other groups of sheet material. 

2. Amethod according to claim 1, characteriZed in that the 
sheet material of each group of sheet material is checked 
(112) before storage, in particular for authenticity, value and 
number. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, characteriZed in 
that the separation means (TK) are assigned to each group of 
sheet material at the beginning of the group of sheet mate 
rial. 

4. A method according to claim 1 or 2, characteriZed in 
that the separation means (TK) are assigned to each group of 
sheet material at the end of the group of sheet material. 

5. A method according to claim 1 or 2, characteriZed in 
that separation means (TK) are assigned to each group of 
sheet material at the beginning and end of the group of sheet 
material. 

6. A method according to any of claims 1 to 5, charac 
teriZed in that at least one further separation means (TK) is 
assigned Within a group of sheet material, thereby forming 
subgroups of sheet material. 

7. A method according to any of claims 1 to 6, charac 
teriZed in that the separation means (TK) are provided With 
information before and/or during acceptance of the associ 
ated group of sheet material. 

8. A method according to any of claims 2 to 7, charac 
teriZed in that the separation means (TK) are provided With 
information during and/or after the check of the sheet 
material of the associated group of sheet material. 

9. A method according to claim 7 or 8, characteriZed in 
that the information comprises statements about deliverer 
and/or type and/or composition of the sheet material and/or 
the manner of processing of the sheet material of the 
particular group of sheet material. 
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10. A method according to any of claims 7 to 9, charac 
teriZed in that the information, or parts thereof, contained on 
the separation means (TK) is detected and taken into con 
sideration during the acceptance and/or check and/or storage 
of the particular group of sheet material. 

11. A method according to any of claims 1 to 10, char 
acteriZed in that additional separation means (TK‘, TK“) are 
produced and placed in the storage container (130). 

12. A method according to any of claims 2 to 11, char 
acteriZed in that at least one further storage container (131) 
is provided for storing the groups of sheet material. 

13. A method according to claim 12, characteriZed in that 
the sheet material of each group of sheet material stored in 
the further storage container (131) is separated by means of 
the separation means 

14. A method according to any of claims 11 to 13, 
characteriZed in that the sheet material of each group of 
sheet material stored in the further storage container (131) is 
separated by at least one additional separation means (TK‘, 
TK“). 

15. A method according to any of claims 1 to 14, char 
acteriZed in that the separation means (TK) are returned 
(135) to the deliverer after acceptance and storage of a group 
of sheet material. 

16. A method according to any of claims 1 to 15, char 
acteriZed in that the separation means (TK) are made avail 
able to the deliverer by a central office. 

17. A method according to claim 16, characteriZed in that 
the separation means (TK) are sent electronically or by mail. 

18. A method according to any of claims 1 to 15, char 
acteriZed in that the separation means are prepared by 
the deliverer. 

19. An apparatus for accepting sheet material (BN), in 
particular papers of value such as bank notes, checks, etc., 
Whereby different groups of sheet material are succes 
sively accepted, comprising 

an input (110) for accepting the different groups of sheet 
material each consisting of at least one piece of 
sheet material (BN), 

a singler (111) for singling the sheet material (BN) of the 
groups of sheet material (E), 

a transport system (120) for transporting the singled sheet 
material (BN) of the groups of sheet material (E), 

a storage container (130) for storing the different groups 
of sheet material (E), and 

a control device (140) for controlling the elements of the 
apparatus (100), characteriZed in that 

the elements of the apparatus (100) process separation 
means (TK) that are or have been assigned to each 
group of sheet material (E), like sheet material (BN), 
and 

the separation means (TK) are transported, at least partly, 
together With the associated group of sheet material 
by the transport system (120) for storage to the storage 
container (130), Where the separation means (TK) 
separate the associated group of sheet material from 
other groups of sheet material 

20. An apparatus according to claim 19, characteriZed in 
that a sensor device (112) is present for producing data for 
the sheet material (BN) of each group of sheet material 
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that are checked by the control device (140) to detect 
authenticity, value and number of the sheet material. 

21. An apparatus according to claim 19 or 20, character 
iZed in that the separation means (TK) have information. 

22. An apparatus according to claim 20 or 21, character 
iZed in that a device (112) is provided for applying infor 
mation to the separation means (TK) during and/or after the 
check of the sheet material (BN) of the associated group of 
sheet material 

23. An apparatus according to claim 21 or 22, character 
iZed in that the information comprises statements about 
deliverer and/or type and/or composition of the sheet mate 
rial and/or the manner of processing of the sheet material in 
the apparatus (100) and/or results of the check of the sheet 
material (BN) of the particular group of sheet material 

24. An apparatus according to any of claims 21 to 23, 
characteriZed in that the information, or parts thereof, con 
tained on the separation means (TK) is detected by the 
sensor device (112) and taken into consideration by the 
control device (140) during the check and/or storage of the 
particular group of sheet material 

25. An apparatus according to any of claims 19 to 24, 
characteriZed in that a device (160) is provided for produc 
ing additional separation means (TK‘, TK“) that are placed 
in the storage container (130). 

26. An apparatus according to any of claims 20 to 25, 
characteriZed in that at least one further storage container 
(131) is provided. 

27. An apparatus according to claim 26, characteriZed in 
that the sheet material (BN‘) of each group of sheet material 
(E) stored in the further storage container (131) is separated 
by means of the separation means 

28. An apparatus according to claim 26 or 27, character 
iZed in that the sheet material (BN‘) of each group of sheet 
material stored in the further storage container (131) is 
separated by at least one additional separation means (TK‘, 
TK“) coming from the device (160) for producing additional 
separation means. 

29. An apparatus according to any of claims 19 to 28, 
characteriZed in that the separation means (TK) of a group 
of sheet material are transported to an output (135) by 
the transport system after processing. 
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30. Means for accepting different groups of sheet mate 
rial, in particular bank notes, for separate acceptance of the 
sheet material of the different groups, characteriZed in that 
the means for separation are a container serving to 
receive a group of sheet material. 

31. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to claim 30, characteriZed in that the container 
(TK) has an opening for receiving and removing sheet 
material. 

32. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to claim 31, characteriZed in that at least the 
opening for receiving and removing sheet material can be 
closed by closure means (14). 

33. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to any of claims 30 to 32, characteriZed in that the 
container has at least one gap (11) that alloWs sheet 
material located in the container to be acted upon from 
outside the container in such a Way that the sheet material is 
transported in the direction of the opening for removal. 

34. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to any of claims 30 to 33, characteriZed in that the 
container (TK) has dimensions, after removal of the sheet 
material, that substantially correspond to the dimensions of 
the sheet material. 

35. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to any of claims 30 to 34, characteriZed in that the 
container (TK) has information. 

36. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to claim 35, characteriZed in that the information 
of the container (TK) is coded magnetically and/or optically 
and/or electrically and/or electronically. 

37. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to any of claims 30 to 36, characteriZed in that the 
container (TK) is a cover or envelope. 

38. Means for accepting different groups of sheet material 
according to claim 37, characteriZed in that the cover or 
envelope consists of paper and/or cardboard and/or paper 
board. 


