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(57) ABSTRACT 

According to the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, an apparatus and method for retaining keys is 
disclosed. The present invention provides a tensioning 
mechanism Within the body of the key-retaining apparatus 
for “pinching” the shaft of a key When the shaft is inserted 
into the body of the key-retaining apparatus. The tensioning 
mechanism may take the form of a spring-loaded mecha 
nism or a tensioned piece of metal that is selectively 
pressured against the shaft of the key When the key is 
inserted into the body of the key-retaining apparatus. Addi 
tionally, a thong or strap may be provided for securing the 
key-retaining apparatus to a purse, backpack, etc. 
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR RETAINING 
KEYS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Technical Field 

[0002] The present invention relates retaining devices and 
more speci?cally relates to quickly and easily retrieving 
keys from a purse or the like. 

[0003] 2. Background Art 

[0004] In today’s society, the use of keys to secure locks 
for items of value is Well knoWn. Almost all adults, and most 
adolescents as Well, maintain one or more keys to lock and 
unlock various security devices on homes, cars, school 
lockers, etc. Typically, these various keys are placed on a 
key ring and/or key fob to help individuals keep track of 
their various keys. In spite of this, many people, especially 
Women, have a dif?cult time keeping track of their keys. In 
many cases, this is because Women Will keep their key ring 
in their purse, along With a number of other items. Because 
of the siZe of the purse, and the often signi?cant quantity of 
other items contained therein, some Women spend quite a lot 
of time searching through their purse in an often vain 
attempt to locate their keys. 

[0005] A similar problem has been noted When a key ring 
is dropped into a backpack, satchel, or other carrying device 
With a relatively voluminous interior that also contains other 
items. Depending on the siZe of the container, and the 
number and siZe of objects contained therein, it may be very 
dif?cult to locate the keys. Additionally, in some circum 
stances, once a key or set of keys has been deposited in a 
purse or backpack, it can be difficult to ?nd because the lack 
of light in some environments makes it difficult to peer 
inside the purse or backpack and quickly and easily locate 
the key or keys. In all of these situations and other similar 
situations, there is a high degree of probability that the keys 
Will be difficult to ?nd and consume precious minutes in a 
sometimes frustrating search. 

[0006] In order to address this situation, a number of 
products have been developed in an attempt to make it easier 
for people to locate their keys. Some of these devices are 
magnetic in nature and provide magnets for securing the 
keys in a speci?c location inside the purse or satchel. While 
useful, some keys are non-magnetic and don’t Work With 
magnetic key devices. Additionally, it is too easy to dislodge 
the keys by accidentally bumping the keys With other items 
that may be inserted into the purse. Other attempts to 
alleviate the "lost-keys-in-the-purse” syndrome include 
various types of retractable leashes or ropes that are attached 
to the keys or key ring, making it impossible to lose the keys 
in the depths of the purse. HoWever, these devices are 
problematic in that they also make it very difficult to take the 
keys or key ring anyWhere Without removing the keys from 
the lease or rope. This can be a challenge for individuals 
With limited dexterity and a time-consuming process as Well. 

[0007] While these various devices have found some 
limited acceptance, none of these previous devices have 
made any signi?cant progress in solving the underlying 
problem of losing keys or a key ring in a purse, backpack, 
satchel, or the like. Accordingly, Without an improved device 
for providing quick and easy access to keys or key rings in 
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a purse, backpack, satchel, or the like, frustration and 
unnecessary searching Will continue to be the order of the 
day. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

[0008] According to the preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, an apparatus and method for retaining 
keys is disclosed. The present invention provides a tension 
ing mechanism Within the body of the key-retaining appa 
ratus for “pinching” the shaft of a key When the shaft is 
inserted into the body of the key-retaining apparatus. The 
tensioning mechanism may take the form of a spring-loaded 
mechanism or a tensioned piece of metal that is selectively 
pressured against the shaft of the key When the key is 
inserted into the body of the key-retaining apparatus. Addi 
tionally, a thong or strap may be provided for securing the 
key-retaining apparatus to a purse, backpack, satchel, etc. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0009] The preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion Will hereinafter be described in conjunction With the 
appended draWings, Wherein like designations denote like 
elements, and 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a representation of a key-holding appa 
ratus according to a preferred exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0011] FIG. 2 is the key-holding apparatus of FIG. 1 With 
a key inserted into the body of the key-holding apparatus; 

[0012] FIG. 3 is a sectional vieW of the interior of a 
key-holding apparatus in accordance With a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a sectional vieW of the interior of the 
key-holding apparatus of FIG. 3 With a key inserted into the 
body of the key-holding apparatus; 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW of the interior of a 
key-holding apparatus in accordance With an alternative 
preferred exemplary embodiment of the present invention; 

[0015] FIG. 6 is a sectional vieW of the interior of the 
key-holding apparatus of FIG. 5 With a key inserted into the 
body of the key-holding apparatus; 

[0016] FIG. 7 is an expanded sectional vieW of a tension 
ing mechanism for retaining a key Within the body of a 
key-holding apparatus in accordance With a preferred exem 
plary embodiment of the present invention; 

[0017] FIG. 8 is a representation of a key-holding appa 
ratus according to a preferred exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0018] FIG. 9 is a representation of a key-holding appa 
ratus according to a preferred exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 10 is a representation of a key-holding appa 
ratus according to a preferred exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 11 is an exploded vieW of a key-holding 
apparatus according to an alternative preferred exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention; and 
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[0021] FIG. 12 is an alternative vieW of the key-holding 
apparatus of FIG. 11. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] According to the preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, an apparatus and method for retaining 
keys is disclosed. The present invention provides a tension 
ing mechanism Within the body of the key-retaining appa 
ratus for “pinching” at least a portion of a key When the shaft 
is inserted into the body of the key-retaining apparatus. The 
tensioning mechanism may take the form of a spring-loaded 
mechanism or a tensioned piece of metal that is selectively 
pressured against the shaft of the key When the key is 
inserted into the body of the key-retaining apparatus. Addi 
tionally, a thong or strap is provided for securing the 
key-retaining apparatus to a purse, backpack, etc. 

[0023] Referring noW to FIG. 1, a key-holding apparatus 
100 according to a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention is shoWn. Key-holding apparatus 100 comprises a 
body portion 110, a key-receiving portion 118, a body 
aperture 114, and a retaining strap 120. As shoWn in FIG. 1, 
key-receiving portion 118 is an aperture Within body portion 
110 that is siZed and positioned to receive a key 116 by 
inserting shaft 117 of key 116 into key receiving portion 118. 

[0024] In the most preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, body portion 110 is fabricated from an ineXpen 
sive hard, durable plastic material and is manufactured by 
any standard plastics manufacturing process including inj ec 
tion molding. Body portion 110 may be fabricated in one or 
more pieces and assembled after the discrete components are 
fabricated. Key 116 may be attached to a key ring With other 
keys 119. 

[0025] Body aperture 114 is an opening in body portion 
110 and used to attach retaining strap 120 to body portion 
110. Body aperture 114 may be formed during the manu 
facturing process used to fabricate body portion 110 or in a 
subsequent manufacturing process. 

[0026] Retaining strap 120 provides a means for attaching 
key-holding apparatus 100 to a purse strap, backpack strap, 
satchel handle and the like. By Wrapping retaining strap 120 
around a purse strap and then body portion 110 of sliding 
key-holding apparatus 100 through retaining strap 120, 
key-holding apparatus 100 can be attached to another object. 
Retaining strap 120 may be fabricated from any suitable 
material including but not limited to leather, plastic and the 
like. 

[0027] Referring noW to FIG. 2, key-holding apparatus 
100 of FIG. 1 is shoWn With key 116 inserted into key 
receiving portion 118. As shoWn in FIG. 2, a substantial 
portion of shaft 117 of key 116 has been inserted into key 
insertion portion 118. While the depth of the insertion may 
vary based on the eXact siZe and shape of key 116 and the 
siZe of key-receiving portion 118, key-receiving portion 118 
is preferably siZed to accommodate most standard siZed 
keys. The detailed operation of the key-retaining mechanism 
housed Within key-receiving portion 118 is further described 
in conjunction With FIGS. 3-7. 

[0028] Referring noW to FIG. 3, a key-holding apparatus 
300 in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention is shoWn. Key-holding mechanism 300 
comprises a tensioning mechanism 310, a key blocking 
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portion 320, a ?oor portion 305 and a body aperture 314. 
Body aperture 314 is an aperture formed in the body of 
key-holding apparatus 300 and is designed to receive a strap 
or leash. Key blocking portion 320 is most preferably an 
integral pat of key-holding mechanism 300 but may also be 
a discrete component added after key-holding mechanism 
300 is fabricated. 

[0029] Tensioning mechanism 310 comprises a housing 
311, a spring 313 contained Within housing 311, and a 
ball-bearing 312 contained Within housing 311. Ball-bearing 
312 is pressed toWards an opening in housing 311 and 
toWards ?oor portion 305 by spring 313. Spring 313 is 
tensioned to urge and otherWise press ball-bearing 312 
against a key that is inserted into key-holding apparatus 300. 

[0030] Referring noW to FIG. 4, key-holding apparatus 
300 of FIG. 3 is shoWn operating in conjunction With a key 
116. When shaft 117 of key 116 is inserted into key-holding 
apparatus 300, ball-bearing 312 engages shaft 117 and shaft 
117 is pressed toWards an toWards ?oor portion 305 by the 
combination of ball-bearing 312 and spring 313. Key block 
ing portion 320 is siZed and positioned to prevent shaft 
portion 117 of key 116 from entering key-holding apparatus 
300 above tensioning mechanism 310, thereby ensuring that 
shaft portion 117 of key 116 engages ball-bearing 312 of 
tensioning mechanism 310. 

[0031] Referring noW to FIG. 5,a key-holding apparatus 
500 in accordance With an alternative preferred embodiment 
of the present invention is shoWn. Key-holding apparatus 
500 comprises a tensioning mechanism 510, a key blocking 
portion 520, a ?oor portion 505 and a body aperture 514. 
Body aperture 514 is an aperture formed in the body of 
key-holding apparatus 500 and is designed to receive a strap 
or leash. Tensioning mechanism 510 is preferably fabricated 
from a metal or metallic substance that is durable yet 
relatively resilient. 

[0032] Referring noW to FIG. 6, key-holding apparatus 
500 of FIG. 5 is shoWn operating in conjunction With a key 
116. When shaft 117 of key 116 is inserted into key-holding 
apparatus 500, shaft portion 117 engages tensioning mecha 
nism 510 and shaft 117 is “pinched” betWeen tensioning 
mechanism 510 and ?oor portion 505 of key-holding appa 
ratus 500. Additional detail regarding the operation of ten 
sioning mechanism 510 can be understood by referring to 
FIG. 7. 

[0033] Referring noW to FIG. 7, a detailed sectional vieW 
of a key receiving portion 718 according to a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is shoWn. Key-receiv 
ing portion 718 illustrates the operation of a key-holding 
apparatus such as key-holding apparatus 500 of FIGS. 5 and 
6. Key receiving portion 718 comprises a tensioning mecha 
nism 705, a ?oor portion 715, a cutout portion 740 and a key 
blocking portion 750. Tensioning mechanism 705 comprises 
a pressure portion 710, a rear portion 720, and a locking 
portion 730. Blocking portion 750 is siZed and positioned to 
prevent shaft portion 117 of key 116 from entering key 
receiving portion 718 above pressure portion 710, thereby 
ensuring that shaft portion 117 of key 116 engages pressure 
portion 710. 

[0034] Cutout portion 740 is siZed and positioned to 
receive locking portion 730 When tensioning mechanism 
705 is inserted into key receiving portion 718. Rear portion 
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720 is ?exible and acts like a spring, allowing tensioning 
mechanism 705 to slide into key receiving portion 718. 
Locking portion 730 of tensioning mechanism 705“snaps” 
into cutout 740, thereby ?xing tensioning mechanism 705 in 
position inside key receiving portion 718. 

[0035] Tensioning mechanism 705 is thin, ?at, bent, 
blade-like arm preferably fabricated from a metal or metallic 
substance that is relatively resilient and is inserted into key 
receiving portion 718 so that locking portion 730 engages 
cutout 740. Pressure portion 710 of tensioning mechanism 
705 is fabricated to press against ?oor portion 715 of key 
receiving portion 718. Accordingly, When shaft portion 117 
of key 116 is inserted into key receiving portion 718, shaft 
portion 117 engages pressure portion 710 and is “pinched” 
betWeen pressure portion 710 and ?oor portion 715 of key 
receiving portion 718. 

[0036] Referring noW to FIG. 8, a key-retaining apparatus 
800 according to an alternative preferred exemplary embodi 
ment of the present invention is shoWn. In this embodiment, 
body portion 810 is substantially oval in shape. Once again, 
key receiving portion 818 is siZed and positioned to receive 
key 116. 

[0037] Referring noW to FIG. 9, a key-retaining apparatus 
900 according to an alternative preferred exemplary embodi 
ment of the present invention is shoWn. In this embodiment, 
body portion 910 is substantially triangular in shape. Once 
again, key receiving portion 918 is siZed and positioned to 
receive key 116. 

[0038] Referring noW to FIG. 10, a key-retaining appa 
ratus 1000 according to an alternative preferred exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention is shoWn. In this 
embodiment, body portion 1010 has a generally rectangular 
shape With a rounded end. Once again, key receiving portion 
1018 is siZed and positioned to receive key 116. Addition 
ally, a branding location 1020 is provided on body portion 
1010. Branding location 1020 is used to provide various 
indicia, including advertising messages and product or com 
pany logos. 

[0039] Referring noW to FIG. 11, a top vieW of a key 
retaining apparatus 1100 according to an alternative pre 
ferred exemplary embodiment of the present invention is 
shoWn. Key-retaining apparatus 1100 comprises a body 
portion 1110 and an insert portion 1130. Body portion 1110 
comprises a cavity portion 1118. Body portion 1110 is 
preferably manufactured as a durable one-piece molded 
plastic device. Insert portion 1130 is designed to ?t snugly 
into cavity portion 1118 and “snap” into place. This can be 
accomplished by a variety of means Well knoWn to those 
skilled in the art. This includes the use of locking tabs and 
insets, pressure ?tting, etc. 

[0040] Insert portion 1130 comprises a tensioning mecha 
nism 1135, a strap 1120, and a strap-retaining portion 1150. 
Strap 1120 comprises a ?rst end 1131 and a second end 1132. 
Strap-retaining portion 1150 is an indentation in the body of 
insert portion 1130 that is designed to receive ?rst end 1131 
and second end 1132 of strap 1120. Then, When insert 
portion 1130 is inserted into body portion 1110 of key 
retaining apparatus 1100, receive ?rst end 1131 and second 
end 1132 of strap 1120 are trapped by the sideWalls formed 
by cavity portion 1118 and are effectively “pinched” in 
place. This prevents ?rst end 1131 and second end 1132 of 
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strap 1120 from being separated from body portion 1110 of 
key-retaining apparatus 1100. 

[0041] Referring noW to FIG. 12, a side vieW of key 
retaining apparatus 1100 of FIG. 12 is shoWn. Strap 1120 is 
shoWn With ?rst end 1131 and second end 1132 in strap 
retaining portion 1150 and insert portion 1130 is ready to be 
inserted into body portion 1120. Once fully assembled, 
key-retaining apparatus 1100 performs in much the same 
manner as described in conjunction With the previously 
discussed FIGs. 

[0042] While the preferred exemplary embodiments have 
been presented in the foregoing detailed description, it 
should be appreciated that a vast number of variations exist. 
It should also be appreciated that the preferred embodiments 
presented herein are only examples and are not intended to 
limit the scope, applicability, or con?guration of the inven 
tion in any Way. Rather, the foregoing detailed descriptions 
provide those skilled in the art With a convenient roadmap 
for implementing the preferred exemplary embodiments of 
the present invention. It should be understood that various 
changes may be made in the function and arrangement of 
elements described in the exemplary preferred embodiments 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention 
as set forth in the appended claims. 

1. An apparatus comprising: 

a body portion, said body portion said de?ning a key 
receiving aperture; and 

a tensioning mechanism contained Within said body por 
tion. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said tensioning 
mechanism comprises a spring-loaded ball bearing. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said tensioning 
mechanism comprises a thin, ?at, bent, blade-like arm. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said body portion 
comprises a substantially rectangular body portion. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said body portion 
comprises a substantially oval body portion. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a key 
blocking portion, said key blocking portion blocking at least 
a portion of said key-receiving aperture. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said body portion 
further de?nes a body aperture, said body aperture receiving 
a restraining strap. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

a ?oor portion contained Within said holloW body portion; 

Wherein said tensioning mechanism comprises a thin, ?at, 
bent, blade-like arm; and 

Wherein at least a portion of said tensioning mechanism 
presses against said ?oor portion. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising a key With 
a shaft portion Wherein said shaft portion is inserted through 
key-receiving aperture and is positioned betWeen said ten 
sioning mechanism and said ?oor portion. 

10. A method comprising the steps of: 

inserting a key into an a key-retaining apparatus, said key 
comprising a shaft; and 

engaging a tensioning mechanism housed contained 
Within said key-retaining apparatus With at least a 
portion of said shaft. 
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11. The method of claim 10 wherein said tensioning 
mechanism comprises a spring-loaded ball bearing. 

12. The method of claim 10 Wherein said tensioning 
mechanism comprises a thin, ?at, bent, blade-like arm, 
Wherein at least a portion of said tensioning mechanism 
contacts a ?oor portion of said key-retaining apparatus. 

13. The method of claim 10 Wherein said body portion 
further comprises a branding location. 

14. The method of claim 10 Wherein said body portion 
comprises a substantially rectangular body portion. 

15. The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of 
attaching said key-retaining apparatus to a purse. 

16. An apparatus comprising: 

a body portion; 

a key-receiving aperture de?ned by said body portion; 

a key blocking portion, said key blocking portion block 
ing at least a portion of said key-receiving aperture; 

a ?oor portion contained Within said body portion; 

a tensioning mechanism contained Within said body por 
tion; and 

Wherein at least a portion of said tensioning mechanism 
presses against said ?oor portion. 
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17. The key-retaining apparatus of claim 16 further com 
prising: 

a body aperture de?ned by said body portion; and 

a restraining strap passing through said body aperture. 
18. The key-retaining apparatus of claim 16 Wherein said 

body portion comprises a substantially oval body portion. 
19. The key-retaining apparatus of claim 16 Wherein said 

body portion comprises a substantially triangular body por 
tion. 

20. The key-retaining apparatus of claim 16 further com 
prising: 

a branding location; 

a strap, said strap comprising a ?rst end and a second end; 
and 

an inset portion inserted into said body portion, said inset 
portion comprising: 

said tensioning mechanism; and 

a strap-retaining portion, said strap-retaining portion 
receiving said ?rst end and said second end. 

* * * * * 


