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(57) ABSTRACT 

An intravascular stent and method for inhibiting restenosis, 
following vascular injury, is disclosed. The stent has an 
expandable, linked-?lament body and a drug-release coating 
formed on the stent-body ?laments, for contacting the vessel 
injury site When the stent is placed in-situ in an expanded 
condition. The coating releases, for a period of at least 4 
Weeks, a restenosis-inhibiting amount of a macrocyclic 
triene immunosuppressive compound having an alkyl group 
substituent at carbon position 40 in the compound. The stent, 
When used to treat a vascular injury, gives good protection 
against clinical restenosis, even When the eXtent of vascular 
injury involves vessel overstretching by more than 30% 
diameter. Also disclosed is a stent having a drug-release 
coating composed of 10 and 60 Weight percent poly-dl 
lactide polymer substrate and (ii) 40-90 Weight percent of an 
anti-restenosis compound, and a polymer undercoat having 
a thickness of betWeen 1-5 microns. 
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DRUG-DELIVERY ENDOVASCULAR STENT AND 
METHOD FOR TREATING RESTENOSIS 

[0001] This application is a divisional of US. application 
Ser. No. 10/133,814 ?led Apr. 24, 2002, incorporated by 
reference herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to an endovascular 
drug-delivery stent and to a method for treating restenosis. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] A stent is a type of endovascular implant, usually 
generally tubular in shape, typically having a lattice, con 
nected-Wire tubular construction Which is expandable to be 
permanently inserted into a blood vessel to provide 
mechanical support to the vessel and to maintain or re 
establish a How channel during or folloWing angioplasty. 
The support structure of the stent is designed to prevent early 
collapse of a vessel that has been Weakened and damaged by 
angioplasty. Insertion of stents has been shoWn to prevent 
negative remodeling and spasm of the vessel While healing 
of the damaged vessel Wall proceeds over a period of 
months. 

[0004] During the healing process, in?ammation caused 
by angioplasty and stent implant injury often causes smooth 
muscle cell proliferation and regroWth inside the stent, thus 
partially closing the How channel, and thereby reducing or 
eliminating the bene?cial effect of the angioplasty/stenting 
procedure. This process is called restenosis. Blood clots may 
also form inside of the neWly implanted stent due to the 
thrombotic nature of the stent surfaces, even When biocom 
patible materials are used to form the stent. 

[0005] While large blood clots may not form during the 
angioplasty procedure itself or immediately post-procedure 
due to the current practice of injecting poWerful anti-platelet 
drugs into the blood circulation, some thrombosis is alWays 
present, at least on a microscopic level on stent surfaces, and 
it is thought to play a signi?cant role in the early stages of 
restenosis by establishing a biocompatible matrix on the 
surfaces of the stent Whereupon smooth muscle cells may 
subsequently attach and multiply. 

[0006] Stent coatings are knoWn Which contain bioactive 
agents that are designed to reduce or eliminate thrombosis or 
restenosis. Such bioactive agents may be dispersed or dis 
solved in either a bio-durable or bio-erodable polymer 
matrix that is attached to the surface of the stent Wires prior 
to implant. After implantation, the bioactive agent diffuses 
out of the polymer matrix and preferably into the surround 
ing tissue over a period lasting at least four Weeks, and in 
some cases up to one year or longer, ideally matching the 
time course of restenosis, smooth muscle cell proliferation, 
thrombosis or a combination thereof. 

[0007] If the polymer is bioerodable, in addition to release 
of the drug through the process of diffusion, the bioactive 
agent may also be released as the polymer degrades or 
dissolves, making the agent more readily available to the 
surrounding tissue environment. Bioerodable stents and 
biodurable stents are knoWn Where the outer surfaces or 
even the entire bulk of polymer material is porous. For 
example, PCT Publication No. WO 99/07308, Which is 
commonly oWned With the present application, discloses 
such stents, and is expressly incorporated by reference 
herein. When bioerodable polymers are used as drug deliv 
ery coatings, porosity is variously claimed to aid tissue 
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ingroWth, make the erosion of the polymer more predictable, 
or to regulate or enhance the rate of drug release, as, for 
example, disclosed in US. Pat. Nos. 6,099,562, 5,873,904, 
5,342,348, 5,873,904, 5,707,385, 5,824,048, 5,527,337, 
5,306,286, and 6,013,853. 
[0008] Heparin, as Well as other anti-platelet or anti 
thrombolytic surface coatings, are knoWn Which are chemi 
cally bound to the surface of the stent to reduce thrombosis. 
A hepariniZed surface is knoWn to interfere With the blood 
clotting cascade in humans, preventing attachment of plate 
lets (a precursor to thrombin) on the stent surface. Stents 
have been described Which include both a heparin surface 
and an active agent stored inside of a coating (see US. Pat. 
Nos. 6,231,600 and 5,288,711, for example). 

[0009] A variety of agents speci?cally claimed to inhibit 
smooth muscle-cell proliferation, and thus inhibit restenosis, 
have been proposed for release from endovascular stents. As 
examples, US. Pat. No. 6,159,488 describes the use of a 
quinaZolinone derivative; U.S. Pat. No. 6,171,609, the use of 
taxol, and US. Pat. No. 5,176,98, the use of paclitaxel, a 
cytotoxic agent thought to be the active ingredient in the 
agent taxol. The metal silver is cited in US. Pat. No. 
5,873,904. Tranilast, a membrane stabiliZing agent thought 
to have anti-in?ammatory properties is disclosed in US. Pat. 
No. 5,733,327. 

[0010] More recently, rapamycin, an immunosuppressant 
reported to suppress both smooth muscle cell and endothe 
lial cell groWth, has been shoWn to have improved effec 
tiveness against restenosis, When delivered from a polymer 
coating on a stent. See, for example, US. Pat. Nos. 5,288, 
711 and 6,153,252. Also, in PCT Publication No. WO 
97/35575, the macrocyclic triene immunosuppressive com 
pound everolimus and related compounds have been pro 
posed for treating restenosis, via systemic delivery. 

[0011] Ideally, a compound selected for inhibiting rest 
enosis, by drug release from a stent, should have three 
properties. First, because the stent should have a loW pro?le, 
meaning a thin polymer matrix, the compound should be 
suf?ciently active to produce a continuous therapeutic dose 
for a minimum period of 4-8 Weeks When released from a 
thin polymer coating. Secondly, the compound should be 
effective, at a loW dose, in inhibiting smooth muscle cell 
proliferation. Finally, endothelial cells Which line the inside 
surface of the vessel lumen are normally damaged by the 
process of angioplasty and/or stenting. The compound 
should alloW for regroWth of endothelial cells inside the 
vessel lumen, to provide a return to vessel homeostasis and 
to promote normal and critical interactions betWeen the 
vessel Walls and blood ?oWing through the vessel. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] The invention includes, in one aspect, an endovas 
cular stent for placement at a vascular injury site, for 
inhibiting restenosis at the site. The stent is constructed of a 
structural member or body formed of one or more ?laments 
and carried on the stent-body ?lament(s), a bioerodable 
drug-release coating having a thickness of betWeen 3-15 
microns, and composed of 20 and 60 Weight percent 
poly-dl-lactide polymer substrate and (ii) 40-80 Weight 
percent of an anti-restenosis compound. A polymer under 
coat having a thickness of betWeen 1-5 microns and dis 
posed betWeen the stent-body ?laments and the coating 
helps to stabiliZe the coating on the stent ?laments. The stent 
is expandable from a contracted condition in Which the stent 
can be delivered to a vascular injury site via catheter, and an 
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expanded condition in Which the stent coating can be placed 
in contact With the vessel at the injury site. The stent coating 
is effective to release a restenosis-inhibiting amount of the 
compound over a period of at least 4 Weeks after the stent is 
placed at the vascular injury site. 

[0013] In various exemplary embodiments, the anti-rest 
enosis compound is a macrocyclic triene immunosuppres 
sive compound, the stent body is a metal-?lament structure, 
the undercoat is formed of a parylene polymer and has a 
thickness betWeen 0.5 and 5 microns, and the coating has a 
thickness betWeen 2 and 10 microns. The compound may be 
present in the coating in an amount betWeen 50% and 75% 
by Weight. 
[0014] Exemplary macrocyclic triene immunosuppressive 
compounds have the general form 

CH0 
3 3 CH3 CH OH 

[0015] Where R is H or CH2_—X—OH, and X is a 
linear or branched alkyl group containing 1 to 7 carbon 
atoms, When R‘ is H (R‘ replaces H at the 28 position O) or 
(ii) at least one of R and R‘ have the form 

CH3 CH 
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[0016] Where m is an integer from 1 to 3 and R1 and R2 are 

each a hydrogen, or an alkyl radical having from one to three 

carbon atoms, or, alternatively, Wherein R1 and R2 together 
With a nitrogen atom to Which they are attached form a 

saturated heterocyclic ring having four carbon atoms. In an 

eXemplary compound, knoWn as everolimus, R‘ is H and X 

is —CH2. 

[0017] The above stent is employed in a method for 
inhibiting restenosis in a vascular injury site, in accordance 
With another aspect of the invention. In the method, the stent 
is delivered to a vascular injury site, and expanded to bring 
the stent coating in contact With the vessel at the injury site. 

The coating is effective to release a restenosis-inhibiting 

amount of the compound over a period of at least 4 Weeks. 

[0018] 
vascular stent for placement at a vascular injury site for 
inhibiting restenosis at the site. The stent is composed of a 
structural member or body formed of one or more ?laments 

and carried on the stent-body ?lament(s), a drug-release 
coating having a thickness of betWeen 3-25 microns, and 
composed of 20 and 70 Weight percent polymer substrate 
and (ii) 30-80 Weight percent macrocyclic triene immuno 
suppressive compound having the form: 

In another aspect, the invention includes an endo 

CH0 
3 3 OH 

CH3 

0 — CH3 

CH— CH2 0 
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[0019] Where R is CH2_—X—OH, and X is a linear group 
containing 1 to 7 carbon atoms. 

[0020] The stent is expandable from a contracted condi 
tion in Which the stent can be delivered to a vascular injury 
site via catheter, and an expanded condition in Which the 
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site, by placing at the site an endovascular stent designed to 
release a macrocyclic triene immunosuppressive compound 
over an extended period. The improvement includes 

employing as the macrocyclic triene immunosuppressive 
compound, a compound having the formula: 

stent coating can be placed in contact With the vessel at the 
injury site. The coating is effective to release the restenosis 
inhibiting amount of the compound over a period of at least 
4 Weeks after the stent is placed at the vascular injury site. 

[0021] In various exemplary embodiments, R is CH2— 
X—OH Where, X is —CH2—, the stent body is a metal 
?lament structure, and the polymer substrate in the coating 
is a polymethylmethacrylate, ethylene vinyl alcohol, or 
poly-dl-lactide polymer. 

[0022] In one exemplary embodiment, the polymer sub 
strate in the coating is formed of a bioerodable poly-dl 
lactide having a thickness betWeen 3-20 microns and the 
compound is present in the coating at an initial concentration 
of betWeen 20 and 70 Weight percent of coating. Particularly 
Where the amount of the compound in the coating is greater 
than about 40 Weight percent, the stent may further include 
a parylene polymer undercoat having a thickness of betWeen 
1-5 microns, disposed betWeen the ?laments of the stent 
body and the poly-dl-lactide coating substrate. 

[0023] Alternatively, both the stent body and coating sub 
strate may be formed of a bioerodable polymer, such poly 
l-lactide or poly-dl-lactide forming the stent-body ?laments, 
and poly-dl-lactide forming the coating substrate. 

[0024] The stent coating may be constructed to contact 
blood ?oWing through the stent When the stent is placed at 
the site in its expanded condition. In this embodiment, the 
coating may further contain a bioactive agent such as an 
anti-platelet, ?brinolytic, or thrombolytic agent in soluble 
crystalline form. Exemplary anti-platelet, ?brinolytic, or 
thrombolytic agents are heparin, aspirin, hirudin, ticlopi 
dine, epti?batide, urokinase, streptokinase, tissue plasmino 
gen activator (TPA), or mixtures thereof. 

[0025] In still another aspect, the invention provides an 
improvement in a method for restenosis at a vascular injury 

[0026] Where R is CH2_—X—OH, and X is a linear alkyl 
group containing 1 to 7 carbon atoms. In one exemplary 
compound, X is —CH2—. 

[0027] Various exemplary embodiments of the stent com 
position are given above. 

[0028] Also disclosed is a novel method for coating the 
?laments of a stent body With a drug-containing polymer 
coating. The method employs an automated controller to 
regulate the How of a polymer or polymer-drug solution onto 
the ?laments of a stent body, to achieve one of a variety of 
stent-coating features, including a uniform thickness coating 
on one or more sides of the stent-body ?laments, greater 
coating thickness on the outer (or inner) surfaces of the stent 
body than on the other side, inner and outer coatings 
containing different drugs, and/or coating thickness gradi 
ents or discrete coating patches on the stent body. 

[0029] These and other objects and features of the inven 
tion Will become more fully apparent When the folloWing 
detailed description of the invention is read in conjunction 
With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0030] FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an endovascular stent 
having a metal-?lament body, and formed in accordance 
With one embodiment of the present invention, shoWing the 
stent in its contracted (FIG. 1) and expanded (FIG. 2) 
conditions; 
[0031] FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional vieW of a 
coated metal ?lament in the stent of FIG. 1; 

[0032] FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional vieW of 
coated erodable polymer stent; 

[0033] FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic illustrations of a 
polymer coating method suitable for use in producing the 
coated stent of the invention; 
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[0034] FIG. 6 shows a bioerodable polymer stent con 
structed in accordance With the present invention, and 
mounted on a catheter for delivery to a vascular site; 

[0035] FIGS. 7A and 7B is are plots showing release of 
everolimus from stents constructed in accordance With the 

invention; 

[0036] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW of a stent in the 
invention deployed at a vascular site; 

[0037] FIGS. 9A-9C are histological sections of a vessel 
28 days after implantation of a bare-metal stent; 

[0038] FIGS. 10A-10C are histological sections of a ves 
sel 28 days after implantation of a metal-?lament stent With 
a polymer coating; 

[0039] FIGS. 11A-11C and 12A-12C are histological sec 
tions of a vessel 28 days after implantation of a metal 
?lament stent With a polymer coating containing everolimus; 

[0040] FIG. 13 is an enlarged histological section of a 
vessel seen With a ?lament of the stent employed in FIGS. 

11A-11C, Which been overgroWn by neW tissue forming a 
healed vessel Wall; 

[0041] FIG. 14 is a plot of area of stenosis at 28 days 
post-implant, as a function of injury score, With a variety of 
different stents, including those constructed in accordance 
With the invention; and 

[0042] FIG. 15 shoWs a correlation plot betWeen injury 
score (Y axis) and B/A (balloon/artery) ratio at time of stent 
implantation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0043] 
[0044] FIGS. 1 and 2 shoW a stent 20 constructed in 
accordance With the invention, in the stent’s contracted and 
expanded states, respectively. The stent includes a structural 
member or body 22 and an outer coating for holding and 
releasing an anti-restenosis compound, as Will be described 
further beloW With reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. 

[0045] A. Stent Body 

[0046] In the embodiment shoWn, the stent body is formed 
of a plurality of linked tubular members by ?laments, such 
as members 24, 26. Each member is has an expandable 
Zig-Zag, saWtooth, or sinusoidal Wave structure. The mem 
bers are linked by axial links, such as links 28, 30 joining the 
peaks and troughs of adjacent members. As can be appre 
ciated, this construction alloWs the stent to be expanded 
from a contracted condition, shoWn in FIG. 1, to an 
expanded condition, shoWn in FIG. 2, With little or no 
change in the length of the stent. At the same time, the 
relatively infrequent links betWeen peaks and troughs of 
adjacent tubular members alloWs the stent to accommodate 
bending. This feature may be particularly important When 
the stent is being delivered to a vascular site in its contracted 
state, in or on a catheter. The stent has a typical contracted 

I. Endovascular Stent 
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state diameter (FIG. 1) of betWeen 0.5-2 mm, more prefer 
ably 0.71 to 1.65 mm, and a length of betWeen 5-100 mm. 
In its expanded state, shoWn in FIG. 2, the stent diameter is 
at least tWice and up to 8-9 times that of the stent in its 
contracted state. Thus, a stent With a contracted diameter of 
betWeen 0.7 to 1.5 mm may expand radially to a selected 
expanded state of betWeen 2-8 mm or more. 

[0047] Stents having this general stent-body architecture 
of linked, expandable tubular members are knoWn, for 
example, as described in PCT Publication No. WO 
99/07308, Which is commonly oWned With the present 
application, and Which is expressly incorporated by refer 
ence herein. Further examples are described in US. Pat. 

Nos. 6,190,406, 6,042,606, 5,860,999, 6,129,755, or 5,902, 
317, Which patents are incorporated by reference herein. 
Alternatively, the structural member in the stent may have a 
continuous helical ribbon construction, that is, Where the 
stent body is formed of a single continuous ribbon-like coil. 
The basic requirement of the stent body is that it be 
expandable, upon deployment at a vascular injury site, and 
that it is suitable for receiving a drug-containing coating on 
its outer surface, for delivering drug contained in the coating 
into the vessel Wall (i.e. medial, adventitial, and endothelial 
layers of tissue) lining the vascular target site. Preferably, the 
body also has a lattice or open structure, alloWing endothe 
lial cell Wall ingroWth “through” the stent from outside to 
inside. 

[0048] B. Stent Coatings 

[0049] According to an important feature of the invention, 
the stent ?laments are coated With a drug-release coating 
composed of a polymer matrix and an anti-restenosis com 

pound (active compound) distributed Within the matrix for 
release from the stent over an at least a several Week period, 

typically 4-8 Weeks, and optionally over a 2-3-month period 
or more. 

[0050] FIG. 3 shoWs, in enlarged sectional vieW, a stent 
?lament 24 having a coating 32 that covers the ?lament 
completely on all sides, that is, on top (the ?lament side 
forming the outer surface of the stent body) bottom (the 
?lament side forming the interior surface of the stent) and 
the opposing ?lament sides. As Will be discussed further 
beloW, the coating has a thickness typically betWeen 3 and 
30 microns, depending on the nature of the polymer matrix 
material forming the coating and the relative amounts of 
polymer matrix and active compound. Ideally, the coating is 
made as thin as possible, e.g., 15 microns or less, to 
minimiZe the stent pro?le in the vessel at the injury site. 

[0051] The coating should also be relatively uniform in 
thickness across the upper (outer) surfaces, to promote even 
distribution of released drug at the target site. Methods for 
producing a relatively even coating thickness on stent ?la 
ments are discussed beloW in Section II. 

[0052] Also shoWn in FIG. 3 is a polymer underlayer 34 
disposed betWeen the stent ?lament and the coating. The 
purpose of the underlayer is to help bond the coating to the 
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stent-body ?laments, that is, to help stabilize the coating on 
the ?laments. As Will be seen below, this function is par 
ticularly valuable Where the coating is formed of a polymer 
substrate containing a high percentage of anti-restenosis 
compound, eg betWeen 35-80 Weight percent compound. 

CH3 

One exemplary underlayer polymer is parylene used in 
conjunction With a polymer substrate formed of bioerodable 
(poly-dl-lactide). Other suitable polymer underlayers are 
ethylene vinyl alcohol (EVOH), paryLASTTM, silicone, 
TEFLONTM and other ?uoropolymers, that may be depos 
ited on the metal stent surfaces by plasma-coating or other 
coating or deposition processes. The underlayer has a typical 
thickness betWeen 1-5 microns. 

[0053] The polymer forming the substrate may be any 
biocompatible polymer material from Which entrapped com 
pound can be released by diffusion and/or released by 
erosion of the polymer matrix. TWo Well-knoWn non-erod 
able polymers for the coating substrate are polymethyl 
methacrylate and ethylene vinyl alcohol. Methods for pre 
paring these polymers in a form suitable for application to a 
stent body are described for example, in US 2001/ 
0027340A1 and WO00/145763, incorporated herein by ref 
erence. In general, the limit of drug addition to the polymers 
is about in the range of 20-40 Weight percent. 

[0054] Bioerodable polymers, particularly poly-dl-lactide 
polymer, are also suitable for coating substrate material. In 
one general embodiment, of the invention, the coating is a 
bioerodable poly-dl-lactide polymer substrate, i.e., poly-dl 
lactide acid polymer, that may contain up to 80% by dry 
Weight of the active compound distributed Within the poly 
mer substrate. More generally, the coating contains 35-80% 
dry Weight active compound and 20-65% percent by dry 
Weight of the polymer. Exemplary coatings include 25-50% 
dry Weight polymer matrix and 50-75 Weight percent active 
compound. The polymer is formulated With the active com 
pound for deposition on the stent ?laments as detailed in 
Section II beloW. 

[0055] A variety of anti-restenosis compounds may be 
employed in the embodiment, including anti-proliferative 
agents, such as taxol, antisense compounds, doxorubicin, 
and most particularly, macrocyclic triene immunosuppres 
sive compounds having the general structure indicated 
beloW. The latter class of compounds, and their synthesis, 
are described, for example in Us. Pat. Nos. 4,650,803, 
5,288,711, 5,516,781, 5,665,772 and 6,153,252, in PCT 
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Publication No. WO 97/35575, and in published US. patent 
application Nos. 6273913B1, 60/176086, 20000212/17, and 
2001002935/A1, all of Which are incorporated herein by 
reference. Exemplary macrocyclic triene immunosuppres 
sive compounds have the form: 

CH OH 

CH3 

0 — CH3 

CH— CH2 0 

[0056] Where R is H or CH2_—X—OH, and X is H or 
is a linear or branched alkyl group containing 1 to 7 carbon 
atoms, When R‘ is H (R‘ replaces H at the 28 position O) or 
(ii) at least one of R and R‘ have the form 

[0057] 
each a hydrogen, or an alkyl radical having from one to three 

Where m is an integer from 1 to 3 and R1 and R2 are 

carbon atoms, or, alternatively, Wherein R1 and R2 together 
With a nitrogen atom to Which they are attached form a 

saturated heterocyclic ring having four carbon atoms. In an 

exemplary compound, knoWn as everolimus, R‘ is H and X 

is —CH2. 

[0058] One preferred coating is formed of 25-50 Weight 
percent poly-dl-lactide polymer substrate, and 50-75 Weight 
percent macrocyclic triene immunosuppressant compound, 
having a coating thickness of betWeen 3-15 microns. The 
underlayer is formed of parylene, and has a thickness 
betWeen 1-5 microns. This embodiment typically contains 
an amount of compound equal to about 15 micrograms 
drug/mm of stent length. 

[0059] In another exemplary embodiment, the coating is 
formed of 15-35 Weight percent of an erodable or non 

erodable polymer substrate, and 65-85 Weight percent of a 
macrocyclic triene compound. The coating thickness is 
preferably 10-30 microns, and the stent may include a 1-5 
micron polymer underlayer, e.g., parylene underlayer. This 
embodiment typically contains an amount of compound 
equal to about 15 micrograms drug/mm of stent length. The 
active compound has the form 
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[0060] Where R is CH2_—X—OH, and X is a linear alkyl 
group containing 1 to 7 carbon atoms. Apreferred compound 
is everolimus, Where X=—CH2. Compounds in Which X is 
a 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 carbon alkyl group, either alone or in any 
combination, as Well as application of acetate esters of the 
foregoing compounds, including everolimus, are also suit 
able for the invention. 

[0061] The coating may additionally include a second 
bioactive agent effective to minimiZe blood-related events, 
such as clotting, that may be stimulated by the original 
vascular injury, the presence of the stent; or to improve 
vascular healing at the injury site. Exemplary second agents 
include anti-platelet, ?brinolytic, or thrombolytic agents in 
soluble crystalline form. Exemplary anti-platelet, ?brin 
olytic, or thrombolytic agents are heparin, aspirin, hirudin, 
ticlopidine, epti?batide, urokinase, streptokinase, tissue 
plasminogen activator (TPA), or mixtures thereof. The 
amount of second-agent included in the stent coating Will be 
determined by the period over Which the agent Will need to 
provide therapeutic bene?t. Typically, the agent Will be 
bene?cial over the ?rst feW days after vascular injury and 
stent implantation, although for some agents, longer period 
of release of the agent Will be required. 

[0062] The second agent may be included in the coating 
formulation that is applied to the stent-body ?laments, 
according to knoWn methods. 

[0063] C. Bioerodable Stent 

[0064] In another general embodiment, both the stent body 
and polymer coating are formed of a bioerodable polymer, 
alloWing complete resorption of the stent over time. The 
stent preferably is an expandable coiled stent having a 
helical-ribbon ?lament forming the stent body (not shoWn). 
Self-expandable coil stents are described in Us. Pat. No. 
4,990,155 for implantation into blood vessels and are incor 
porated herein by reference. 

[0065] Acoiled stent, may be formed using a preform With 
the ?nal expanded diameter of the preform speci?ed to be 
slightly larger than the internal lumen siZe of the blood 
vessel to be treated With the coil (3.5 mm ODil mm Would 
be common for a coronary artery). More generally, the stent 
may be formed by molding, in its expanded shape, and 
placed in its contracted state by tWisting around the stent’s 
long axis or forcing the stent radially into a contracted 
condition for delivery to the blood vessel When mounted on 
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the tip of a catheter. The stent has a total thickness preferably 
betWeen about 100 and 1000 microns, and a total length of 
betWeen 0.4 and 10 cm. In fact, an important advantage of 
a bioerodable stent of this type is that relatively long stents, 
e.g., over 3 cm in length, can be readily delivered and 
deployed at a vascular injury site. 

[0066] Methods for forming balloon-expandable stents 
formed of a knitted, bioerodable polymer ?lament such as 
poly-l-lactide have been reported (US. Pat. No. 6,080,177). 
A version of the device has also been adapted to release 
drugs (US. Pat. No. 5,733,327). 

[0067] Apreferred polymer material for forming the stent 
is poly-l-or poly-dl-lactide (US. Pat. No. 6,080,177). As 
indicated above, the stent body and coating may be formed 
integrally as a single expandable ?lament stent having 
anti-restenosis compound contained throughout. Alterna 
tively, a bioerodable coating may be applied to a preformed 
bioerodable body, as detailed in Section II beloW. In the 
latter case, the stent body may be formed of one bioerodable 
polymer, such as poly-l-lactide polymer, and the coating 
from a second polymer, such as poly-dl-lactide polymer. The 
coating, if applied to a preformed stent, may have substan 
tially the same compositional and thickness characteristics 
described above. 

[0068] FIG. 4 shoWs a cross section of a ?lament, e.g., 
helical ribbon, in a bioerodable stent of the type just 
described, having separately formed body and coating. The 
?gure shoWs an internal bioerodable stent ?lament 36 coated 
on all sides With a bioerodable coating 38. An exemplary 
coating is formed of poly-dl-lactide and contains betWeen 
20-40 Weight percent anti-restenosis drug, such as a mac 
rocyclic triene immunosuppressant compound, and 60-80 
Weight percent polymer substrate. In another general 
embodiment, the coating contains 45-75 Weight percent 
compound, and 25-55 Weight percent polymer matrix. Other 
types of anti-restenosis compounds, such as listed above, 
may be employed in either embodiment. 

[0069] The bioerodable stent has the unique advantage of 
treating the entire vessel With one device, either in conjunc 
tion With pre-dilatation of the vessel With balloon angio 
plasty if large obstructions are present, or as a prophylactic 
implant in patients of high risk of developing signi?cant 
future blockages. Since the stent is fully biodegradable, it 
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does not affect the patient’s chances for later uncomplicated 
surgery on the vessel, as does a “full metal jacket,” i.e., a 
string of drug eluting stents containing metal substrates. 

[0070] A secondary agent, such as indicated above, may 
be incorporated into the coating for release from the coating 
over a desired time period after implantation. Alternatively, 
if a secondary agent is used, it may be incorporated into the 
stent-body ?lament if the coating applied to the stent body 
does not cover the interior surfaces of the stent body. The 
coating methods described beloW in Section II With respect 
to a metal-?lament stent body are also suitable for use in 
coating a polymer-?lament stent body. 

[0071] II. Stent Coating Methods 

[0072] Referring noW more particularly to the draWings, 
FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic illustrations of the stent 
coating process according to the invention. A polymer 
solution 40 is made by dissolving a polymer in a compatible 
solvent. At least one anti-restenosis compound, and if 
desired, a secondary agent, is added to the solution, either as 
a suspension or in solution using the same solvent or a 
different solvent. The completed mixture is placed in a 
pressuriZable reservoir 42. Connected to the reservoir is a 
?uid pressuriZation pump 44. 

[0073] The pressuriZation pump may be any source of 
pressure capable of urging the solvent mixture to move at a 
programmed rate through a solution delivery tube 46. The 
pressure pump 44 is under the control of a microcontroller 
(not shoWn), as is Well knoWn in the ?eld of precision 
dispensing systems. For example, such a microcontroller 
may comprise 4-Axis Dispensing Robot Model numbers 
I&J500-R and I&J750-R available from I&] Fisnar Inc, of 
Fair LaWn, N.J., Which are controllable through an RS-232C 
communications interface by a personal computer, or pre 
cision dispensing systems such as Automove A-400, from 
Asymtek, of Carlsbad, Calif. A suitable softWare program 
for controlling an RS232C interface may comprise the 
Fluidmove system, also available from Asymtek Inc, Carls 
bad, Calif. 

[0074] Attached to reservoir 42, for example, at the bot 
tom of the reservoir, is a solution delivery tube 48 for 
delivery of the solvent mixture to the surface of the stent. 
The pressuriZable reservoir 42 and delivery tube 48 are 
mounted to a moveable support (not shoWn) Which is 
capable of moving the solvent delivery tube in small steps 
such as 0.2 mm per step, or continuously, along the longi 
tudinal axis of the stent as is illustrated by arroW X1. The 
moveable support for pressuriZable reservoir 42 and delivery 
tube 46 is also capable of moving the tip (distal end) of the 
delivery tube closer to the micro?lament surface or up aWay 
from the micro?lament surface in small steps as shoWn by 
arroW Y1. 

[0075] The uncoated stent is gripped by a rotating chuck 
contacting the inner surface of the stent at least one end. 
Axial rotation of the stent can be accomplished in small 
degree steps, such as 0.5 degree per step, to reposition the 
uppermost surface of the stent structure for coating by the 
delivery tube by attachment of a stepper motor to the chuck 
as is Well knoWn in the art. If desirable, the stent can be 
rotated continuously. The method of precisely positioning a 
loW volume ?uid delivery device is Well knoWn in the ?eld 
of X-Y-Z solvent dispensing systems and can be incorpo 
rated into the present invention. 

Dec. 4, 2003 

[0076] The action of the ?uid pressuriZing pump, X1 and 
Y1 positioning of the ?uid delivery tube, and R1 positioning 
of the stent are typically coordinated by a digital controller 
and computer softWare program, such that the precisely 
required amount of solution is deposited Wherever desired 
on the surfaces of the stent, Whereupon the solvent is 
alloWed to escape, leaving a hardened coating of polymer 
and agent on the stent surfaces. Typically, the viscosity of the 
solvent mixture is prepared by varying the amount of 
solvent, and it ranges from 2 centipoise to 2000 centipoise, 
and typically can be 300 to 700 centipoise. Alternatively, the 
delivery tube can be held at a ?xed position and, in addition 
to the rotation movement, the stent is moved along its 
longitudinal direction to accomplish the coating process. 

[0077] The X-Y-Z positioning table and moveable support 
may be purchased from I&] Fisnar. The solution delivery 
tube preferred dimensions are preferably betWeen 18-28 
gauge stainless steel hypotubes mounted to a suitable lock 
ing connector. Such delivery tubes may be obtained from 
EFD Inc of East Providence, RI. See EFD’s selection guide 
for Special Purpose Tips. The preferred tips are reorder #’s 
5118-1A1-B through 5121-1A1-B “Burr-free passivated stainless 
steel tips With 1A“ length for fast point-to-point dispensing of 
particle-?lled or thick materials”, reorder #’s 51150VAL-B 
“Oval stainless steel tips apply thick pastes, sealants, and 
epoxies in ?at ribbon deposits”, and reorder #’s 5121 
TLC-B through 5125-TLC-B “Resists clogging of 
cyanoacrylates and provides additional deposit control for 
loW viscosity ?uids. Crimped and Te?on lined”. A dispos 
able pressuriZable solution reservoir is also available from 
EFD, stock number 1000Y5148 through 1000Y 5152F. An 
alternate tip for use With the invention is a glass micro 
capillary With an ID. of about 0.0005 to 0.002 inch, such as 
about 0.001 inch, Which is available from VWR Catalog No. 
15401-560 “Microhematocrit Tubes”, 60 mm length, I.D. 
0.5-0.6 mm. 

[0078] The tubes are further draWn under a Bunsen burner 
to achieve the desired ID. for precise application of the 
polymer/drug/solvent mixture. The programmable micro 
controller to operate the stepper motor, and XYZ table is 
available from Asymtek, Inc. It is Within the scope of the 
invention to use more than one of the ?uid dispensing tube 
types Working in concert to form the coating, or alternately 
to use more than one moveable solution reservoir equipped 
With different tips, or containing different viscosity solutions 
or different chemical makeup of the multiple solutions in the 
same process to form the coating. The chuck and stepper 
motor system may be purchased from Edmund Scienti?c of 
Barrington, N]. 

[0079] Typically, as described above, the coating is 
applied directly onto the outside support surface(s) of the 
stent, and may or may not cover the entire or a portion(s) of 
the inside surface(s) of the stent depending on hoW control 
is applied to the above described coating system of the 
present invention, as illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B. The 
latter ?gure shoWs application of a coating material 52 to top 
and side regions of a ?lament 50. Alternatively, the coating 
or coating mixture can also be applied directly onto the 
inside surface of the stent. A thin delivery tip may penetrate 
through one or more of the cut out areas (i.e. WindoWs) in the 
Wall of the stent structure, and thereby apply the coating 
mixture directly onto the inside surfaces at desired areas. In 
this method, it is possible to apply different coating materials 
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having different drug components to outer and inner sides of 
the ?laments. For example, the coating on the outer ?lament 
surfaces could contain an anti-restenosis compound, and the 
coating of the inner ?lament surfaces, one of the above 
secondary agents, such an anti-thrombotic or anti-clotting 
compound. If the stent has a large enough diameter, a thin 
“L-shaped” delivery tip can be inserted into the stent open 
ends along the longitudinal axis of the stent for the purpose 
of applying coating to the inside surfaces. 

[0080] The polymer for use in the invention includes, but 
is not limited to, poly(d, l-lactic acid), poly(l-lactic acid), 
poly(d-lactic acid), ethylene vinyl alcohol (EVOH), e-ca 
prolactone, ethylvinyl hydroxylated acetate (EVA), polyvi 
nyl alcohol (PVA), polyethylene oxides (PEO), and co 
polymers thereof and mixtures thereof, dissolved in 
chloroform, or acetone, or other suitable solvents. These 
polymers all have a history of safe and loW in?ammatory use 
in the systemic circulation. 

[0081] A non-polymer coating such as everolimus Which 
has been ionically bound to the metal stent surface can also 
be used in the present invention. 

[0082] Using the coating system as described, it has been 
discovered that it is feasible to coat all of the top, side, and 
inside surfaces of the stent. By the careful selection of a 
suitable ratio of solvent to polymer, the viscosity of the 
solution can be adjusted such that some of the solution Will 
migrate doWn the sides of the strut and actually inhabit the 
bottom surface before solidifying, as shoWn in FIG. 5B. By 
controlling the dWell time of the delivery tube close to the 
edge of the stent, the amount of polymer coating the edges 
or bottom of the stent can be increased or reduced. In the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, an underlayer 34 of pure 
polymer and solvent is applied to the stent surfaces 24 ?rst 
using the coating system of the invention and the solvent is 
alloWed to evaporate. Then a second layer of polymer 32 is 
applied containing the bioactive agent. 

[0083] As noted above, a secondary agent may be incor 
porated into the polymer mixture. As an example, heparin in 
crystalline form may be incorporated into the coating. The 
heparin crystals are microniZed to a particle siZe of approxi 
mately 1-5 microns and added in suspension to the polymer 
solution. Suitable forms of heparin are those of crystalline 
form that exhibit bioactivity in mammalian hosts When 
applied according to the process of the invention, including 
heparin salts (i.e. sodium heparin and loW molecular Weight 
forms of heparin and their salts). Upon deployment of the 
drug delivering stent into the vessel Wall, as seen in FIG. 8, 
the heparin crystals near the surface of the coating of cured 
polymer begin to dissolve, increasing the porosity of the 
polymer. As the polymer sloWly dissolves, more heparin and 
bioactive agent are released in a controlled manner 

[0084] It should be appreciated hoWever, With reference to 
FIG. 8, that it is not alWays desirable to coat the inside 
surfaces of the stent. For example, coating the inside surface 
of the stent increases the crimped delivery pro?le of the 
device, making it less maneuverable in small vessels. And, 
after implantation, the inside surfaces are directly Washed by 
the How of blood through the stent, causing any drug 
released on the inside surface to be lost to the systemic 
circulation. Therefore, in the embodiments shoWn in FIGS. 
3 and 4, the bulk of the cured polymer and agent is deployed 
on the outside circumference of the stent supports, and 
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secondarily on the sides. In a preferred embodiment, only a 
minimum amount of polymer and agent is applied on the 
inside surfaces of the stent. If desired, it is also possible to 
have at least a portion of the inside surfaces of the stent 
uncoated or exposed. 

[0085] Further, the coating of FIGS. 3 and 4, may be 
placed onto the stent ?lament surfaces in a selective manner. 
The depth of the coated section may correspond to the 
volume of bioactive coating to be available for presentation 
to the tissue. It may be advantageous to restrict the coating 
from certain areas, such as those Which could incur high 
strain levels during stent deployment. 

[0086] A uniform underlayer may be ?rst placed on the 
stent surface to promote adhesion of the coating that con 
tains the bioactive agent, and/or to help stabiliZe the polymer 
coating on the stent. The primer coat may be applied by 
using any of the methods as already knoWn in the art, or by 
the precision dispensing system of the invention. It is also 
Within the scope of the invention to apply a primer coat 
using a different polymer material, such as parylene (poly 
(dichloro-para-xylylene)), or any other material Which 
exhibits good adhesion to both the base metal substrate and 
the coating Which contains the bioactive agent. Parylene 
(poly(dichloro-para-xylylene)) may be deposited via sputter 
coating or vapor deposition techniques as is Well knoWn in 
the art (See US. Pat. No. 6,299,604). In one embodiment of 
the present invention, islands or a layer of a coating con 
taining heparin are formed on inside surface(s) of a stent and 
an anti-proliferation coating containing the drugs of the 
present invention as described above is formed on outside 
surface(s) of the stent. 

[0087] Where it is desired to form a coating With a high 
drug/polymer substrate ratio, e.g., Where the drug constitutes 
40-80 Weight percent of the coating on a metal stent sub 
strate, it is advantageous to form an underlayer on the stent 
?laments to stabiliZe and ?rmly attach the coating to the 
substrate. The underlayer may be further processed, prior to 
deposition of the coating material, by sWelling in a suitable 
solvent, e.g., acetone, chloroform, xylene, or mixtures 
thereof. This approach is described in Example 5 for pre 
paring a stent having a high ratio of everolimus to poly-dl 
lactide. 

[0088] Here a parylene underlayer is formed on the stent 
?laments by plasma deposition, and the underlayer then 
alloWed to sWell in xylene prior to ?nal deposition of the 
coating material. The method Was effective in producing 
coating containing 50% drug in one case and 75% drug in 
another case in a poly-dl-lactide polymer substrate, in a 
coating having a thickness of only 5-10 microns. 

[0089] It is also Within the scope of the present invention 
to produce a completely bioerodable stent, as noted above, 
using the coating system of the current invention. This may 
be accomplished by making a tubular preform in the shape 
of the stent to be formed, using an open-top “C-shaped” 
helical channel into Which the dispensing system may 
deposit the polymer. The preform is open at its outside 
diameter so that the polymer may be deposited into the 
preform, typically using one pass, but also multiple passes, 
if necessary, of the dispensing tube; While creating uniform 
edges of the stent structure Where the polymer is constrained 
by the preform. The preform is soluble in a solvent Which 
does not dissolve the bio-degradable stent thus created. After 
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the polymer has been deposited and solvent of the polymer 
solution has evaporated, the assembly may be placed in the 
solvent Which dissolves the preform to free the completed 
stent structure. Atypical material for the preform is sucrose, 
Which may be molded into the desired preform shape using 
standard injection molding techniques. A typical solvent for 
the preform is Water. 

[0090] 
tics 

III. Methods of Use and Performance Characteris 

[0091] This section describes vascular treatment methods 
in accordance With the invention, and the performance 
characteristics of stents constructed in accordance With the 
invention. 

[0092] A. Methods 

[0093] The methods of the invention are designed to 
minimiZe the risk and/or extent of restenosis in a patient Who 
has received localiZed vascular injury, or Who is at risk of 
vascular occlusion. Typically the vascular injury is produced 
during an angiographic procedure to open a partially 
occluded vessel, such as a coronary or peripheral vascular 
artery. In the angiographic procedure, a balloon catheter is 
placed at the occlusion site, and a distal-end balloon is 
in?ated and de?ated one or more times to force the occluded 
vessel open. This vessel expansion, particularly involving 
surface trauma at the vessel Wall Where plaque may be 
dislodged, often produces enough localiZed injury that the 
vessel responds over time by cell proliferation and reocclu 
sion. Not surprisingly, the occurrence or severity of resteno 
sis is often related to the extent of vessel stretching involved 
in the angiographic procedure. Particularly Where over 
stretching is 35% or more, restenosis occurs With high 
frequency and often With substantial severity, i.e., vascular 
occlusion. 

[0094] In practicing the present invention, the stent is 
placed in its contracted state typically at the distal end of a 
catheter, either Within the catheter lumen, or in a contracted 
state on a distal end balloon. The distal catheter end is then 
guided to the injury site, or the site of potential occlusion, 
and released from the catheter, e.g., by using a trip Wire to 
release the stent into the site, if the stent is self-expanding, 
or by expanding the stent on a balloon by balloon in?ation, 
until the stent contacts the vessel Walls, in effect, implanting 
the stent into the tissue Wall at the site. 

[0095] FIG. 6 shoWs an embodiment of a completely 
biodegradable stent of the present invention With a delivery 
catheter suitable for implantation of the device in a blood 
vessel of the cardiovascular system, for example a coronary 
artery, The draWing shoWs the stent 53, referred to by the 
inventors as a “Drug Coil”, in a partially released position. 
The stent, Which is a self-expanding coil type, is formed 
from polylactic acid and contains one or more active bio 
logical agents of the present invention. 

[0096] The coil is created using a preform as described, 
With the ?nal expanded diameter of the preform speci?ed to 
be slightly larger than the internal lumen siZe of the vessel 
to be treated With the coil. After removing the preform, the 
Drug Coil is Wound doWn by tWisting the ends in opposite 
directions into a coil of smaller radius and thusly com 
pressed along its entire length doWn under a slideable sheath 
to a delivery diameter is approximately 1/3 of its ?nal 
expanded diameter at body temperature. The Drug Coil is 
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thin enough in thickness (approximately 25-125 microns) to 
be readily bent in a tighter radius to form a compressed coil 
at the Internal diameter of the sheath. The sheath is slideably 
disposed on a delivery catheter 55 suitable for delivery of the 
stent in its compressed state to the target vessel. Sheath 54 
has a gripping means 56 at its proximal end by Which the 
angioplasty operator may pull back the sheath and fully 
release the Drug Coil When the tip of the delivery catheter 
is in position in the vessel. 

[0097] The center of the delivery catheter 55 has a lumen 
of approximately 0.014“ diameter, in Which a guideWire 57 
having a ?exible tip 58 may be slideably disposed. The 
delivery catheter further has a luer hub 59 for connection of 
the inner lumen to a Y-connector and hemostasis valve, as is 
Well knoWn in the angioplasty art. The OD of the delivery 
catheter With slideable sheath may be in the range of 2-4 F. 
(French siZe), or larger if peripheral arteries are being 
treated. 

[0098] Since the Drug Coil is fully biodegradable, it does 
not affect the patients’ chances for later uncomplicated 
surgery on the vessel, as a full metal jacket does. While bare 
metal coils are often placed in vessels to create thromboem 
bolism and complete blockage in certain neurovascular 
applications, surprisingly it has been determined that the 
biocompatible polymer, poly (dl-lactic) acid (PDLA), and 
mixtures thereof, in the disclosed con?guration provide 
adequate mechanical strength to support the injured vessel 
folloWing angioplasty, and further do not create embolism 
and thus are exemplary materials for manufacture of Drug 
Coils of the present invention, 

[0099] Once deployed at the site, the stent begins to 
release active compound into the cells lining the vascular 
site, to inhibit cellular proliferation. FIG. 7A shoWs everoli 
mus release kinetics from tWo stents constructed in accor 
dance With the invention, each having an approximately 10 
micron thick coating (closed squares). Drug-release kinetics 
Were obtained by submerging the stent in a 25% ethanol 
solution, Which greatly accelerates rate of drug release from 
the stent coating. The graphs indicate the type of drug 
release kinetics that can be expected in vivo, but over a much 
longer time scale. 

[0100] FIG. 7B shoWs drug release of everolimus from 
coatings of the present invention on metal stent substrates. 
The upper set of curves shoW drug release Where the coating 
has been applied directly to the metal surface. The loWer set 
of curves (shoWing sloWer release) Were obtained by apply 
ing an underlayer or primer coat of parylene to the metal 
stent surface, folloWed by coating of the surface With the 
coating system of the invention. As seen, the primer 
increases the mechanical adhesion of the coating to the sent 
surface, resulting in sloWer breakdoWn of the bioerodeable 
coating and sloWer release of drug. Such a con?guration is 
useful Where it desired to have a strongly attached stent 
coating Which can Withstand repeated abrasions during 
tortuous maneuvering of the drug eluting stent inside the 
guide catheter and/or vessel, and/or Where it is desired to 
sloW doWn the drug release for extended treatment of the 
atherosclerosis disease process at the implant site folloWing 
implantation of the device. 

[0101] FIG. 8 shoWs in cross-section, a vascular region 60 
having an implanted stent 62 Whose coated ?laments, such 
as ?lament 64 With coating 66, are seen in cross section. The 
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?gure illustrates the release of anti-restenosis compound 
from each ?lament region into the surrounding vascular Wall 
region. Over time, the smooth muscle cells forming the 
vascular Wall begin to groW into and through the lattice or 
helical openings in the stent, ultimately forming a continu 
ous inner cell layer that engulfs the stent on both sides. If the 
stent implantation has been successful, the extent of late 
vascular occlusion at the site Will be less than 50%, that is, 
the cross-sectional diameter of ?oW channel remaining 
inside the vessel Will be at least 50% of expanded stent 
diameter at time of implant. 

[0102] Trials in a swim restenosis animal model as gen 
erally described by SchWartZ et al. (“Restenosis After Bal 
loon Angioplasty-A Practical Proliferative Model in Porcine 
Coronary Arteries”, Circulation 821(6) 2190-2200, Dec. 
1990.) demonstrate the ability of the stent of this invention 
to limit the extent of restenosis, and the advantages of the 
stent over currently proposed and tested stents, particularly 
in cases of severe vascular injury, i.e., greater than 35% 
vessel stretching. The studies are summariZed in Example 4. 

[0103] Brie?y, the studies compare the extent of restenosis 
at 28 days folloWing stent implantation, in bare metal stents, 
polymer-coated stents, and polymer coated stents containing 
high or loW concentrations of sirolimus (rapamycin) and 
everolimus. 

[0104] Table 1 in Example 4 shoWs that both rapamycin 
(Rapa-high or Rapa-loW) and everolimus stents (C-high or 
C-loW) greatly reduced levels of restenosis, With the small 
est amount of restenosis being observed in the high-dose 
everolimus stent. Similar results Were obtained in studies on 

animals With loW injury (Table 2). 

[0105] FIGS. 9A-9C are examples of stent cross-sections 
of neointimal formation at 28 days in a bare metal S-Stent 
(available from Biosensors International Inc, NeWport 
Beach, Calif.). FIGS. 10A-10C are examples of neointimal 
formation in a polymer-coated (no drug) S-Stent; and FIGS. 
11A-11C and 12A-12C of neointimal formation in everoli 
mus/polymer coated stents. In general, the vessels With 
everolimus-coated stent treatment appeared to be Well 
healed With a Well established endothelial layer, evidence of 
complete healing and vessel homeostasis at 28 days. FIG. 
13 is an example of vessel cross-section at 91x magni?ca 
tion shoWing healing and establishment of an endothelial 
layer on the inside of the vessel lumen at 28 days post 
implant. 

[0106] The photographs indicate that the most favorable 
combination for elimination of restenosis at 28 days is the 
C-high, or C-Ulight formulation (see Example 4), Which 
contained 325 microgram and 275 microgram dosages of 
everolimus, respectively, on a 18.7 mm length stent. The 
data predicts a 50% reduction in restenosis compared to a 
currently marketed bare metal stent (the S-Stent) at 28 days 
folloW-up in outbred juvenile sWine. The data also shoWs 
that the drug everolimus is better than, or at least equivalent 
to the 180 microgram dosage of sirolimus on the same 
stent/polymer delivery platform. These results are supported 
by morphometric analysis (Example 4). 

[0107] FIG. 15 shoWs the relationship betWeen balloon 
overstretch of the vessel, as measured by balloon/artery 
ration (B/A Ratio), and vessel injury, in the animal experi 
ment. This data shoWs that use of an over-expanded angio 
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plasty balloon to create a high controlled vessel injury is a 
reasonably accurate method of creating a predictable and 
knoWn vascular injury in the porcine model. 

[0108] FIG. 14 are “best ?t” linear regression curves of 
the chosen dosings of agents in polymers, coated on the 
S-Stent, relating injury score to area stenosis at folloW-up. 
Area Stenosis is an accurate indicator of neointimal forma 
tion Which is determined by morphometric analysis. As can 
be seen from this chart, the high everolimus stent Was the 
only coating in the group of samples tested that exhibited a 
negative slope vs. increasing injury score. This analysis 
suggests that the C-high coating may be capable of control 
ling restenosis in an injured coronary artery Which is virtu 
ally independent of injury score. None of the other coating 
formulations tried exhibited this unique characteristic. 

[0109] From the foregoing, it can be seen hoW various 
objects and features of the invention are met. In one aspect, 
the invention provides a bioerodable stent coating With high 
drug/polymer ratios, e.g., 40-80% drug by Weight. This 
feature alloWs continuous delivery of an anti-restenosis 
compound over an extended period from a loW-pro?le stent. 
At the same time, the total amount of polymer breakdoWn 
components such as lactide and lactic acid released during 
bioerosion is relatively small, minimiZing possible side 
effects, such as irritation, that may result from bioerosion of 
the stent coating. 

[0110] In another aspect, the invention provides an 
improved method for treating or inhibiting restenosis. The 
method, Which involves a novel combination of macrocyclic 
triene immunosuppressant compound in a stent polymer 
coating, provides at least the effectiveness against restenosis 
as the best stent in the prior art, but With the added advantage 
over the prior art that the ef?cacy of the method appears to 
be independent of the extent of injury, and the method may 
offer a greater degree of endothelialiZation of the stented 
vessel. 

[0111] Finally, the method provides a completely bioerod 
able stent that has the advantageous features just mentioned 
and the more design ?exibility than a metal-body stent, 
particularly in total stent length and future operability on the 
treated vessel. 

[0112] The folloWing examples illustrate various aspects 
of the making and using the stent invention herein. They are 
not intended to limit the scope of the invention. 

EXAMPLE 1 

Preparation of Everolimus and Derivatives Thereof 

[0113] STEP A. Synthesis of 2-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxy 
ethanol(TBS glycol). 
[0114] 154 ml of dry THF and 1.88 g NaH are stirred 
under in a nitrogen atmosphere in a 500 mL round bottom 
?ask condenser. 4.4 mL dry ethylene glycol are added into 
the ?ask, resulting in a large precipitate after 45 minutes of 
stirring. 11.8 g tert-butyldimethylsilyl chloride is added to 
the ?ask and vigorous stirring is continued for 45 minutes. 
The resulting mixture is poured into 950 mL ethylether. The 
ether is Washed With 420 mL brine and solution is dried With 
sodium sulfate. The product is concentrated by evaporation 
of the ether in vacuo and puri?ed by ?ash chromatography 














