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STORED VALUE EDUCATION ACCOUNT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates in general to educational 
payment systems and, more speci?cally, to methods and 
apparatuses for using educational payment systems. 

[0002] In the university setting, meal cards are used to 
alloW students to purchase meals from their meal plan or a 
value associated With the card. In some cases, the meal card 
also serves as a student identi?cation card. The student pays 
for a particular meal plan or to add a particular value to their 
card using a check, cash, or credit card. Paying With a check 
can be done on-line, but paying With a check or cash requires 
visiting a physical location, paying by mail, or otherWise 
interfacing With a human. 

[0003] If value is added to the card, accounts are main 
tained to store the value for each student. These accounts are 
maintained by the university and debited Whenever a trans 
action is made. In some circumstances, the cards that may be 
tied to a credit card. Using the card to purchase items results 
in a charge to the associated credit card. In some cases, the 
cards can be used to purchase items other than meals. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0004] The present invention is described in conjunction 
With the appended ?gures: 

[0005] FIG. 1A is a block diagram of an embodiment of 
a purchase system that maintains stored value accounts 
Within a purchasing community; 

[0006] FIG. 1B is a block diagram of another embodiment 
of the purchase system that maintains stored value accounts 
With a bank; 

[0007] FIG. 1C is a block diagram of yet another embodi 
ment of the purchase system Where the purchasing commu 
nity is divided into sub-communities; 

[0008] FIG. 1D is a block diagram of still another embodi 
ment of the purchase system that maintains stored value 
accounts With an online money transfer system (OMTS); 

[0009] FIG. 1E is a block diagram of yet another embodi 
ment of the purchase system that maintains stored value 
accounts for both the purchasing community and students; 

[0010] 
OTMS; 
[0011] FIG. 3A is a block diagram of an embodiment of 
a payment enabler With a bank interface; 

[0012] FIG. 3B is a block diagram of another embodiment 
of the payment enabler With the bank interface, stored value 
account function and a university interface; 

[0013] FIG. 3C is a block diagram of yet another embodi 
ment of the payment enabler With the stored value account 
function and the university interface; 

[0014] FIG. 4 is a How diagram of an embodiment of a 
process that a parent or payor Would use to add funds for use 
in the purchasing community; 

[0015] FIG. 5 is a How diagram of an embodiment of a 
process that the purchase system Would go through When 
funding the stored value account of a student; and 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the 
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[0016] FIG. 6 is a How diagram of an embodiment of a 
process that a student or purchaser Would use to purchase 
something using the payment system. 

[0017] In the appended ?gures, similar components and/or 
features may have the same reference label. Further, various 
components of the same type may be distinguished by 
folloWing the reference label by a dash and a second label 
that distinguishes among the similar components. If only the 
?rst reference label is used in the speci?cation, the descrip 
tion is applicable to any one of the similar components 
having the same ?rst reference label irrespective of the 
second reference label. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0018] The ensuing description provides preferred eXem 
plary embodiment(s) only, and is not intended to limit the 
scope, applicability or con?guration of the invention. 
Rather, the ensuing description of the preferred exemplary 
embodiment(s) Will provide those skilled in the art With an 
enabling description for implementing a preferred eXem 
plary embodiment of the invention. It being understood that 
various changes may be made in the function and arrange 
ment of elements Without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. 

[0019] In one embodiment, the present invention provides 
a method for funding an account With an online money 
transfer system using a Wide area netWork, Where the 
account cannot be used for purchases outside a closed 
purchasing community, is disclosed. In one step, informa 
tion about a money handler is accepted at the online money 
transfer system and over the Wide area netWork. The infor 
mation includes an amount of funds, a bank routing number, 
a bank account number and a unique identi?er. The unique 
identi?er discriminates a buyer from other buyers in the 
closed purchasing community. The amount of funds is 
draWn With the money handler from a bank account indi 
cated by the routing number and the bank account number. 
Funds are transferred to the account for bene?t of the buyer 
indicated by the unique identi?er. The funds cannot be used 
outside the closed purchasing community While in the 
account. 

[0020] In another embodiment, the present invention pro 
vides a method for funding a stored value account With an 
online money transfer system using a Wide area netWork, 
Where the stored value account is used in a purchasing 
community. In one step, a ?rst request to interface With the 
online money transfer system is received from another site 
on the Wide area netWork. Information is accepted about a 
money handler at the online money transfer system and over 
the Wide area netWork. A unique identi?er is determined 
from the information. Money is transferred from the money 
handler to the stored value account associated With the 
unique identi?er. A second request is received to debit the 
stored value account. The stored value account is debited in 
response to the receiving the second request. The purchasing 
community is credited after the stored value account is 
debited. 

[0021] In yet another embodiment, the present invention 
provides a payment system for a closed purchasing com 
munity Where stored value accounts are funded over a Wide 
area netWork The payment system includes a num 
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ber of point of sale (POS) terminals, a database, a number of 
indicators, and an online money transfer system. The POS 
terminals are associated With the closed purchasing com 
munity. The database includes a unique identi?er for each of 
a plurality of participants in the purchasing community. The 
number of indicators are presented at the POS terminals that 
alloW determining the unique identi?er. Each indicator has 
a credit amount associated thereWith. The online money 
transfer system is separate from the closed purchasing 
community and obtains the credit amount from a bank 
handler. 

[0022] Referring ?rst to FIG. 1A, a block diagram of an 
embodiment of a purchase system 100 that maintains stored 
value accounts 175 Within a purchasing community 115 is 
shoWn. In this embodiment, a bank 140 provides an initial 
contact point for parents 110 Wanting to fund an account 
With the purchasing community 115 for the student 130. For 
certain payment types, the bank site hands the parent off to 
an online money transfer system (OMTS) to process the 
payment to one or more university accounts 195 hosted by 
the bank 140. Once funded, the balance is recorded in a 
stored value account 175 associated With the student such 
that purchases can be made in the purchasing community 
115. In this embodiment, the stored value account is only 
available for use Within the purchasing community 115, but 
other embodiments could eXpand the usage to outside the 
purchasing community 115. 

[0023] The purchasing community 115 is a closed realm of 
one or more vendors to sell goods and services to the 
students. Examples of things sold in the purchasing com 
munity include meal plans, books, school fees, parking, etc. 
Included in the purchasing community 115 are a university 
system 155, point of sale (POS) terminals, a student iden 
ti?er (ID) database, stored value accounts, and one or more 
students 130. Each student or member 130 of the community 
115 has a unique identi?er readable from an identity card, 
radio frequency identi?ers (RFIDs), token, or other 
machine-readable medium. The unique identi?er is used to 
debit a purchase against a stored value account 175 of the 
student 130 associated With the unique identi?er. In this 
embodiment the purchasing community is a university, but 
in other embodiments it could be a hospital, a corporation, 
an amusement park, a ski resort, a transportation system, etc. 

[0024] The university system 155 includes a computer 
system in communication With other portions of the pur 
chasing community 115. In this embodiment, the university 
system is coupled to the student ID database 165 to provide 
authentication of identity When a unique identi?er is pre 
sented. Some embodiments may have other repositories that 
mirror some or all of the information in the student ID 
database 165 such that a connection to the master student ID 
database 165 is not alWays necessary. The university system 
155 communicates With the bank 140 to knoW the status of 
funds added to the payment system 100. 

[0025] Status information is recorded in stored value funds 
175 as part of accounting done by the university system 155 
When credits and debits are made. When funds are added to 
the university account 195 With the bank 140, a correspond 
ing credit is added to the stored value account 175 of the 
student 130. Purchases are debited from the stored value 
account 175 for the student While the purchasing community 
can note the realiZed payment. In this embodiment, the 
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stored value accounts 175 store no actual funds and serve to 
record the amount of credit associated With a unique iden 
ti?er. The credit in the stored value accounts 175 is only 
negotiable Within the purchasing community 115. The actual 
money is stored With the bank 140. 

[0026] The POS terminals 135 are typically positioned 
near checkout for merchants or student service locations. 
These terminals 135 are in communication With the univer 
sity system 155 to authenticate unique identi?ers stored in 
the student ID database 165 and to authoriZe the debit from 
the stored value accounts 175. The unique identi?er manu 
ally entered by the clerk or is machine read from the card or 
token using a RFID reader, a bar code reader, a magnetic 
card reader, a smart card reader, etc. A receipt is printed by 
the POS terminal 135, Which may include balance informa 
tion of the stored value account 175. Statements including 
all transactions may be mailed to the students 130 and/or 
made available online. 

[0027] The parent or Whomever 110 is adding ?nds to the 
purchase system 100 interfaces With the system 100 using a 
payin interface 120. This interface 120 alloWs entry of 
information used to interface With money handlers 160 that 
may provide the funds credited to the students 130. Infor 
mation such as a credit card numbers, a payor name, the 
unique identi?er, a bank account number, a routing number, 
etc. are gathered With this interface 120. The payin interfaces 
120 communicate With the Internet 150 or some other Wide 
area netWork With a bank Web site 145 and the OMTS 190. 
Some embodiments could use the Internet 150 to interact 
With the purchasing community 115 to provide information 
about the account funding or to alloW students to purchase 
from the community 115. Further discussion of payin inter 
faces 120 is provided beloW in relation to FIG. 2. 

[0028] The bank 140 in this embodiment markets the 
ability to fund the stored value accounts 175, although the 
purchasing community 115 and/or OMTS 190 could also be 
involved in the promotion. In this embodiment, the bank 140 
is used to initiate the funding process. The parent could 110 
call or visit the bank to add funds to the system 100. 
HoWever, the payin interfaces 120 alloW performing the 
funding remotely. The bank may provide several funding 
options and rely upon the OMTS 190 for other alternative 
options. For eXample, the bank may alloW paying in person 
With cash, a check, and/or a debit/credit card; paying With 
the payin interface 120 using a debit/credit card processed 
With the systems of the bank and/or transfer of funds from 
another account With that bank 140; paying in person or on 
the phone With the purchasing community using electronic 
checks, debit/credit cards, bank transfers, stored value 
account transfers, and/or cash; or, paying With the payin 
interface 120 using the OMTS 190 systems for accepting 
electronic checks, debit/credit cards, bank transfers, stored 
value account transfers, and/or cash. A bank can design the 
alternatives most appropriate for their situation. 

[0029] The bank has a university account 195 that receives 
the funds from Whatever source. That account 195 could 
have trust sub-accounts for all the unique identi?ers that 
have contributions associated thereWith. Also, the unused 
funds could be held in trust in one account and have realiZed 
funds transferred to another account once purchases are 
made. This other account could be used by the purchasing 
community or university as it saW ?t. 
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[0030] Associated With the bank 140 is a bank Web site 
145. This bank site 145 may serve many purposes, but at 
least provides a Way to add funds using internal bank 
transfers, credit/debit cards and/or other methods that use the 
systems internal to the bank 140. Also the bank site 145 can 
hand-off parents to a Web site of the OMTS 190 When the 
funds are to originate from the OMTS 190. 

[0031] The bank 140 has an interface to the OMTS 190 to 
receive those funds. This interface could include the ACH 
netWork, Wire transfer mechanisms, bank transfer mecha 
nisms, the sending of checks, etc. Once the parent 110 is 
handed off to the OMTS 190 communication from the 
OMTS 190 provides the bank 140 status on the funding 
process. In this embodiment, the parent 110 is returned to the 
bank site 145 once the funding is completed. As purchases 
are made in the community 115, transaction information 
could be passed to the bank 140 and OMTS 190 such that 
either could provide electronic statements available to the 
parent 110 and/or student 130. Some embodiments may 
have the university system 115 provide these electronic 
statements in addition to any paper statements. 

[0032] The OMTS 190 serves as the exclusive or an 
alternative funding source for the university account 195 for 
the bene?t of a stored value account 175 of a student. 
Included in the OMTS 190 are a payment enabler 170 that 
provides an interface to the parent 110 When con?guring 
funding from one or more money handlers 160 and money 
handlers 160 that serve as the source of funds. Identi?cation 
information from the parent is veri?ed against the student ID 
database 165 to be sure the proper stored value account 175 
is funded. The money handlers 160 are typical sources of 
funds for payments, for example, credit/debit card compa 
nies, banks, retail locations, etc. 

[0033] With reference to FIG. 1B, a block diagram of 
another embodiment of the purchase 100-2 system that 
maintains stored value accounts 175 With a bank 140 is 
shoWn. The stored value accounts 175 are accessible by the 
POS terminals over a netWork, direct connection or the like 
such that debits can be recorded. The bank 140 receives neW 
funds for the bene?t of a student and updates the corre 
sponding stored value account 175 accordingly. In another 
embodiment, the stored value accounts 175 could be 
replaced With regular bank accounts funded in the afore 
mentioned Ways. When a purchase is made by the student 
130, the bank 140 Would transfer funds from the student’s 
bank account to the university bank account 195 With the 
bank 140 and/or the OMTS 190 managing the transfers With 
information from the purchasing community 115. 

[0034] Referring to FIG. 1C, a block diagram of yet 
another embodiment of the purchase system 100-3 Where the 
purchasing community 115 is divided into sub-communities 
153 is shoWn. When the payment is made by the parent 110, 
a sub-community is selected for targeted funding. Only 
purchases Within that sub-community can draW doWn the 
funds associated With that sub-community. Examples of 
these sub-communities divided along product category 
include cafeterias, book stores, housing, tuition, and fees. 
Alternatively, the sub-communities 153 could be divided by 
vendor or any other model adopted by the purchasing 
community 115. 

[0035] In this embodiment, there are a number of univer 
sity accounts 195 divided by purchasing sub-community 
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153 to aggregate payments from all parents for each sub 
community 153. Each stored value account 175 has entries 
for each sub-community such that a student’s credits are 
kept segregated. When a purchase is made, the POS terminal 
135 knoWs the sub-community 153 associated With the 
goods or services. That sub-community 153 is contacted to 
verify the unique identi?er of the student 130 and query the 
status of the portion of the stored value account 175 asso 
ciated With that student 130. 

[0036] With reference to FIG. 1D, a block diagram of still 
another embodiment of the purchase system 100-4 that 
maintains stored value accounts 175 With the OMTS 190 is 
shoWn. This embodiment has the stored value accounts 175 
maintained by the OMTS 190 such that When funds are 
added to the university account 195 a credit is recorded in 
the stored value account 175. As purchases are made, the 
credit is reduced accordingly. The purchasing community 
115 communicates With the OMTS 190 during a transaction 
to con?rm adequate funding. The communication betWeen 
the purchasing community 115 could communicate With the 
OMTS 190 using the Internet 150 or a dedicated connection 
or private netWork. 

[0037] Referring next to FIG. 1E, a block diagram of yet 
another embodiment of the purchase system 100-5 is shoWn 
that maintains stored value accounts 175 for both the pur 
chasing community 115 and the students 130. Funds are 
added by parents 110 to the stored value account 175 for 
their student 130. When a purchase is made, the purchasing 
community 115 veri?es funds With the OMTS 190 before 
causing a transfer from a student’s stored value fund 175 to 
the university’s stored value fund 175. The university can 
transfer money from the OMTS 190 by using one of the 
money handlers 160. 

[0038] With reference to FIG. 2, a block diagram of an 
embodiment of the OTMS 190 is shoWn. This embodiment 
supports four different handlers 160 and ?ve different payin 
interfaces 120. The payin interfaces 120 are shoWn directly 
connected to the payment enabler 170, although they could 
be coupled by indirect means such as a netWork or the 
Internet 150. 

[0039] They money handlers 160 include a retail handler 
160-1, a credit card handler 160-2, a debit card handler 
160-3, and a bank handler 160-4. These handlers 160 alloW 
for funding stored value accounts 175 and bank accounts 
195, and can be used to transfer funds out these accounts 
175, 195 if necessary. The debit/credit card handlers 160-2, 
160-3 are credit card companies and the parents can enter 
card information such that money can be transferred in this 
manner. The retail handler 160-1 is a physical location that 
can accept money to fund a stored value account 175 or can 
payout money in check or cash form. Electronic transfers 
With banks are performed With the bank handler 160-4 using, 
for example, the ACH netWork, Wire transfers or other 
electronic interbank transfers. Information such as a bank 
routing number and account number are entered to facilitate 
the bank transfers. 

[0040] As mentioned above, this embodiment has ?ve 
different types of payin interfaces 120. Each of those types 
could have many interfaces 120 distributed about. These 
interfaces 120 alloW entry of information for funding the 
student accounts 175, such as the unique identi?er of the 
student, the amount of credit, the particulars for a selected 



US 2003/0222136 A1 

money handler 160, etc. A automated teller machine (ATM) 
interface 120-1 could be part of a convention ATM, but With 
added functionality for entering information for funding the 
stored value accounts 175. A kiosk interface 120-2 is a 
public Internet terminal With limited functionality that at 
least alloWs funding of student accounts. Similarly, an 
Internet interface 120-3 alloWs interfacing With the bank site 
145 and payment enabler 170, but could be located any 
Where the parent had access to a computer interfaced With 
the Internet 150. When using the retail handler 160, a retail 
interface 120-4 is used. The retail interface 120-4 is acces 
sible to the parent and/or a clerk at the retail handler location 
160 to enter the information required to payin funds. A 
phone interface 120-5 could be used to give the information 
to an operator over the phone. 

[0041] The payment enabler 170 manages operation of the 
OMTS 190 by Working With handlers 160 to make debits 
requested With the interfaces 120. Other functionality of the 
payment enabler 170 may include person-to-person pay 
ment, auction payment, payment gateWay payment services, 
etc. Several con?gurations of the payment enabler 170 are 
used by the various embodiments to support the different 
con?gurations of FIGS. 1A-1E. 

[0042] Referring neXt to FIG. 3A, a block diagram of an 
embodiment of a payment enabler 170-1 With a bank inter 
face 328 is shoWn. This embodiment of the payment enabler 
170-1 could be used With various embodiments of the 
payment system 100-1, 100-2, 100-3. Apayment controller 
304 manages operation of a billing function 312, a messag 
ing function 316, an enabler interface 320, a user database 
324, handler interfaces 308, and the bank interface 328. 

[0043] The handler interfaces 308 are a number of sub 
systems tailored to interface With the various types of 
handlers 160. For example, there is bank handler interface 
308 to the ACH netWork to alloW adding and removing 
funds from bank accounts associated With the bank handler 
160-4. The bank handler interface 308 provides all the 
information needed by the ACH netWork of the bank handler 
160-4. There are also handler interfaces 308 for debit/credit 
card transactions and retail location transactions. The han 
dler interfaces 308 may include various computer systems 
and communication links to perform their functionality. The 
handler interfaces 308 may also be used to verify informa 
tion given to interface With the various handlers 160 such as 
account numbers and identities. Information used by the 
handler interfaces 308 to interact With the various handlers 
160 is relayed by the payment controller 304 from the user 
database 324. 

[0044] Various information is stored in the user database 
324 for all the parents 110 or students 130 Who interact With 
the OMTS 190. This information includes the unique iden 
ti?er for the student 130, handler interface information, 
contact information from the student 130 and/or parent 110, 
transaction histories, and possibly, stored value account 
balances. 

[0045] The enabler interface 320 includes Web pages in 
this embodiment. These Web pages are used by the parent 
110 and student 130 When interacting With the OMTS 190. 
These Web pages could be displayed on any of the various 
interfaces 120 and could be tailored to the particular inter 
face 120. Some embodiments could use custom application 
softWare on the interface 120 to interact With the enabler 
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interface 320, instead of a conventional Web broWser. Pages 
of the enabler interface 320 alloW logging into the OMTS 
190; entering handler information, contact information, 
unique identi?er information; and, vieWing balances, trans 
actions, instructions and other information. 

[0046] The messaging function 316 of the payment 
enabler 170 alloWs sending messages to the student 130 
and/or parent 110. Messages may con?rm the adding of 
funds to the parent 110 and notify the student of the 
availability of funds. Messages could also be sent the 
university and bank. 

[0047] The billing function 312 tracks transactions and 
charges any service fees. Various embodiments may charge 
a transaction fee to add/remove funds or credit/debit a stored 
value account. In this embodiment, the fees are deducted 
from the funds of the student 130. Transaction information 
for fund transfers and/or purchases are also noted by the 
billing function for each unique identi?er and stored in the 
user database 324. 

[0048] With reference to FIG. 3B, a block diagram of 
another embodiment of the payment enabler 170-2 With the 
bank interface 328, stored value account function 336 and a 
university interface 332 is shoWn. As one eXample, the 
embodiment of the OMTS 190 in FIG. 1D uses this embodi 
ment of the payment enabler 170-2. The operation of the 
payment enabler 170-2 is largely the same as the above 
embodiment eXcept for the addition of the stored value 
account function 336 and the university interface 332. The 
folloWing discussion largely focuses on those distinctions. 

[0049] The stored value account function 336 interfaces 
With the stored value accounts 175 maintained in the OMTS 
190. This function 336 adds or removes funds and deducts 
the fees With the billing function 312. In this embodiment, 
the stored value account 175 for each student 130 is just 
stored in an entry of the user database 324 corresponding to 
a particular unique identi?er. In some embodiments, the 
stored value accounts 175 could be separate accounts Where 
credits are stored outside the user database 324. 

[0050] The university interface 332 is used to record 
purchases from the community 115 and to verify to the 
community 115 that adequate credit is in the stored value 
accounts 175. When a purchase is made by the student 130, 
the credit amount in the stored value account 175 is reduced 
and a transfer is made to the university account 195 main 
tained by the bank 140. A fee could be deducted by the 
billing function 312 from the amount transferred to the 
university account 195. The payment enabler may use the 
university interface 332 to query the student ID database 165 
When adding funds to verify a valid unique identi?er is being 
used. 

[0051] Referring neXt to FIG. 3C, a block diagram of yet 
another embodiment of the payment enabler 170-3 With the 
stored value account function 336 and the university inter 
face 332 is shoWn. This embodiment of the payment enabler 
170-3 is used, for eXample, With the embodiment of the 
OMTS 190 of FIG. 1E. This embodiment of the OMTS 190 
has stored value accounts 175 for both the students and the 
university. When purchases are made, a transfer occurs 
betWeen the stored value account 175 of the student 130 to 
the stored value account 175 of the university. 

[0052] With reference to FIG. 4, a How diagram of an 
embodiment of a process 400 that a parent or payor 110 
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Would use to add funds for use in the purchasing community 
115 is shown. The depicted portion of the process 400 begins 
in step 404 Where the parent 110 loads the bank site 145 into 
the payin interface 120. In step 408, the parent 110 selects 
an option on the bank Web site 140 to ?nd the stored value 
account 175 for a student 130. At that point, the parent logs 
into the bank site at step 416. The parent may be presented 
With a number of schools to fund, Whereafter one university 
is chosen. In step 418, a sub-community 153 is chosen if 
segregation of the purchasing community 115 supported. 
[0053] The parent is presented a number of possible 
handlers 160 that may be used to fund the stored value 
account 175. The bank site 145 may support some of these 
options While the OMTS 190 may support others. In some 
cases, there may be duplication such that both the bank site 
145 and the OMTS supports a particular handler 160. Of all 
the options, the parent chooses to pay With the OMTS 190 
using a bank handler 160-4 in step 420. The broWser is 
redirected to the OMTS 190 or another broWser WindoW is 
opened that points to the OMTS 190 in step 424. Where a 
neW WindoW is opened, it overlays the WindoW of the bank 
site 145 such that after the process ?nishes, the bank site 
WindoW is ?lly revealed after closing the WindoW to the 
OMTS 190. The neW WindoW may only partially cover the 
WindoW to the bank site 145. 

[0054] If the parent does not have an eXisting account With 
the OMTS 190 as determined in step 428, one is opened in 
step 432. Opening an account adds an entry in the user 
database 324 for both the parent 110 and student 130. 
Contact information, the unique identi?er of the student 130, 
handler information, and other preferences are added to the 
user database 324 during account creation. Some of this 
information is veri?ed for accuracy by the payment control 
ler 304. If there is an existing account as determined in step 
428, the parent logs into the OMTS 190 in step 436. 

[0055] In some cases, a number of possible bank accounts 
can be processed by the bank handler 160-4 to provide 
alternative sources of funding. In step 440, one bank account 
is chosen if there are more than one. In step 442, the parent 
110 may be given the option of modifying the handler 
information, for eXample, the bank account and routing 
number. The parent 110 may choose to approve ?nding in 
step 444, Whereafter a con?rmation message is presented in 
step 448. In step 452, the WindoW is closed to the OMTS 190 
to ?lly reveal the underlying WindoW of the bank site 145. 
If the funding is not approved for some reason in step 444, 
processing loops back to step 420 Where another bank 
account could be chosen. 

[0056] Referring neXt to FIG. 5, a How diagram of an 
embodiment of a process 500 is shoWn that the purchase 
system 100 Would go through When ?nding the stored value 
account 175 of a student 130. The depicted portion of the 
process begins in step 504 Where the source bank account is 
determined by the payment controller 304 querying the user 
database 324 for handler information on the parent 110. The 
destination bank account 195 for the university is deter 
mined in step 508. Some embodiments may have multiple 
destination accounts corresponding to sub-communities 153 
that the parent can select individually for funding. The 
selection of the parent is used to determine Which of the 
university accounts 195 to fund. 

[0057] In step 512, the transfer from account of the parent 
to the OMTS 190 is performed using the bank handler 
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160-4. The bank handler 160-4 may use the ACH netWork or 
other conventional systems to transfer the funds. Even 
though the transfer to the OMTS 190 may not have cleared 
yet, a second transfer from OMTS 190 to the university 
account 195 is made after deducting any fees. A credit is 
recorded in the stored value account 175 of the student. 
Although this embodiment transfers funds through the 
OMTS 190 as an intermediary, some embodiments could 
transfer funds directly from the account of the parent to the 
university account 195. 

[0058] This embodiment makes the funds immediately 
available in the student’s stored value account 175 even 
though they may have not cleared. In step 524, it is deter 
mined if the transfer from the account of the parent has 
cleared. If the funds clear, the purchasing community is 
noti?ed in step 528. Where the funds do not clear, the funds 
previously transferred to the university account 195 are 
transferred back to the OMTS 109 in step 532. The pur 
chasing community 115 is noti?ed that the transfer Would 
not clear in step 536. In step 540, the purchasing community 
115 reverses the credit in the stored value account 175 of the 
student 130. Further processing of the failed transfer is 
preformed in step 544 and could include resubmitting the 
request, notifying the parent Wit the messaging function 316, 
or other steps. 

[0059] With reference to FIG. 6 is a How diagram of an 
embodiment of a process 600 that a student or purchaser 130 
Would use to buy something using the payment system 100. 
The depicted portion of the process 600 begins in step 604 
When a unique identi?er is presented at the POS terminal 
135 by the student 130. In this embodiment, an ID card is 
presented that has a magnetic stripe encapsulating the 
unique identi?er, but any machine-readable medium could 
be used. The unique identi?er is read in step 608 by sWiping 
the card through a card reader. The unique identi?er is 
veri?ed by the university system 155 querying the student 
ID database 165 in step 610. A query is made in step 612 to 
determine if adequate credit is in the stored value fund 175. 

[0060] The presence in the stored value account 175 of 
suf?cient funds is veri?ed in step 616. Where the funds are 
adequate, the stored value fund 175 is debited in step 620. 
The purchasing community is noti?ed of the purchase and 
the credit is attributed to the purchasing community in step 
624. Where it is determined in step 616 that there are not 
adequate funds in the stored value account, payment is 
denied in step 628. Alternative payment may be pursued in 
step 632 or the sale can be abandoned. 

[0061] In embodiments Where there are multiple sub 
communities 153, the POS terminal can determine Which 
sub-community 153 a particular item is associated With. A 
sub-division of the stored value account is deducted credit to 
pay for the item. That sub-community 153 associated With 
the item is attributed the bene?t of the sale. Agiven checkout 
process may have items from a number of purchasing 
sub-communities such that multiple balance checks are 
performed during checkout. 

[0062] A number of variations and modi?cations of the 
invention can also be used. For eXample, the purchasing 
community could be any education institution, theme park, 
resort, campus, system of resorts, system of campuses, 
transportation system, or other closed community of ven 
dors. The vending members of the purchasing community 
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could be owned by the purchasing community or indepen 
dently owned and associated With the purchasing commu 
nity. For example, lift tickets bought from a ski resort is an 
interaction With the ski resort, but a meal bought at an 
independent restaurant on the mountain is an interaction 
separate from the ski resort, but could be paid through the 
payment community just the same. 

[0063] Some of the above embodiments are eXplained in 
the conteXt of purchasing community for a university, but 
the invention should not be so limited. The parent could be 
interchanged With the student or any other person funding a 
stored value account. The student could be any purchaser 
With a unique identi?er recogniZed in the purchasing com 
munity. 
[0064] Related to the above inventions, an organiZation’s 
gift matching program could be improved in various 
embodiments. OrganiZations, such as businesses, often 
match the charitable gifts of employees Within some guide 
lines. A conventional paper form asking for an employee 
identi?er and information on the charity might convention 
ally be used. In this embodiment, the information on the 
conventional paper form is entered on-line. The form could 
be customiZed With branding and other information for the 
particular organiZation. Further customiZations could 
include the charities available and the amounts to give, etc. 

[0065] The employee can use a credit card, a debit card, a 
bank account, or retail location to fund the gift by interfacing 
With or providing information about the appropriate handler. 
The charity could have a stored value account With the 
payment enabler or a separate bank account. When the form 
information is entered satisfactorily, the funds are trans 
ferred from the employee’s handler along With matching 
funds from the employer’s handler. The information entered 
and other stored information is displayed for printing a 
receipt of the transaction that could assist in taX preparation, 
for eXample. The employer could accept the form as a record 
of the transaction or could receive some or all information 
electronically in a message. For messages, the messaging 
function could be used to notify the employer and/or 
employee. 
[0066] While the principles of the invention have been 
described above in connection With speci?c apparatuses and 
methods, it is to be clearly understood that this description 
is made only by Way of eXample and not as limitation on the 
scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Amethod for funding an account With an online money 

transfer system using a Wide area netWork, Where the 
account cannot be used for purchases outside a closed 
purchasing community, the method comprising steps of: 

accepting information about a money handler at the online 
money transfer system and over the Wide area netWork, 
Wherein: 

the information includes an amount of funds, a bank 
routing number, a bank account number and a unique 
identi?er, and 

the unique identi?er discriminates a buyer from other 
buyers in the closed purchasing community; 
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draWing the amount of funds With the money handler 
from a bank account indicated by the routing number 
and the bank account number; and 

transferring funds to the account for bene?t of the buyer 
indicated by the unique identi?er, Wherein the funds 
cannot be used outside the closed purchasing commu 
nity While in the account. 

2. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein: 

the purchasing community is divided into a plurality of 
sub-communities, and 

the information includes an indication of Which of the 
plurality of sub-communities should realiZe the funds if 
a purchase is made by the buyer in that sub-community. 

3. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, further com 
prising steps of: 

receiving a request from the purchasing community to 
debit the account; 

debiting the account in response to the receiving step; and 

crediting the purchasing community in response to the 
debiting step. 

4. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 3, Wherein the 
crediting step comprises steps of: 

determining a vending member or sub-community of the 
purchasing community requesting the debit, and 

crediting a second account associated With the vending 
member or sub-community. 

5. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
unique identi?er is machine readable and is used in the 
purchasing community to also authenticate identity of the 
buyer. 

6. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
OMTS is separate from both a holder of the account and the 
purchasing community. 

7. The method for ?nding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
information further comprises an e-mail address for sending 
messages related to the unique identi?er. 

8. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 



US 2003/0222136 A1 

purchasing community as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
crediting step comprises steps of: 

electronically transferring payment to a bank; and 

indicating to the bank an account of the purchasing 
community for a credit. 

9. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area network, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
account is one of a stored value account and another bank 
account. 

10. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein: 

the purchasing community is comprised of a plurality of 
vending sites, and 

each the plurality of vending sites includes at least one 
POS terminal. 

11. The method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
purchasing community is associated With one of: an educa 
tion institution, a theme park, a resort, a campus, a system 
of resorts, a system of campuses, and a transportation 
system. 

12. A computer-readable medium having computer-ex 
ecutable instructions for performing the computer-imple 
mentable method for funding the account With the online 
money transfer system using the Wide area netWork, Where 
the account cannot be used for purchases outside the closed 
purchasing community of claim 1. 

13. A method for funding a stored value account With an 
online money transfer system using a Wide area netWork, 
Where the stored value account is used in a purchasing 
community, the method comprising steps of: 

receiving a ?rst request to interface With the online money 
transfer system from another site on the Wide area 

netWork; 

accepting information about a money handler at the online 
money transfer system and over the Wide area netWork; 

determining a unique identi?er from the information; 

transferring money from the money handler to the stored 
value account associated With the unique identi?er; 

receiving a second request to debit the stored value 
account; 

debiting the stored value account in response to the 
receiving step; and 

crediting the purchasing community in response to the 
debiting step. 

14. The method for funding the stored value account With 
the online money transfer system using the Wide area 
netWork, Where the stored value account is used in the 
purchasing community, as recited in claim 13, Wherein: 

the information further comprises a sub-community des 
ignation, and 
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the crediting step comprises crediting a sub-community 
indicated by the sub-community designation. 

15. The method for funding the stored value account With 
the online money transfer system using the Wide area 
netWork, Where the stored value account is used in the 
purchasing community, as recited in claim 13, further com 
prising a step of choosing a type of money handler, Wherein 
the type at least includes a credit or debit card organiZation 
and a bank. 

16. The method for ?nding the stored value account With 
the online money transfer system using the Wide area 
netWork, Where the stored value account is used in the 
purchasing community, as recited in claim 13, Wherein the 
crediting step comprises steps of: 

electronically transferring payment to a bank; and 

indicating to the bank an account of the purchasing 
community to credit. 

17. The method for funding the stored value account With 
the online money transfer system using the Wide area 
netWork, Where the stored value account is used in the 
purchasing community, as recited in claim 13, Wherein the 
stored value account is a bank account. 

18. The method for ?nding the stored value account With 
the online money transfer system using the Wide area 
netWork, Where the stored value account is used in the 
purchasing community, as recited in claim 13, Wherein the 
crediting step comprises steps of: 

determining a sub-community of the purchasing commu 
nity requesting the debit, and 

crediting an account associated With the sub-community. 
19. A computer-readable medium having computer-ex 

ecutable instructions for performing the computer-imple 
mentable method for funding the stored value account With 
the online money transfer system using the Wide area 
netWork, Where the stored value account is used in the 
purchasing community, of claim 13. 

20. Apayment system for a closed purchasing community 
Where stored value accounts are funded over a Wide area 

netWork (WAN), the payment system comprising: 

a plurality of point of sale (POS) terminals associated 
With the closed purchasing community; 

a database comprising a unique identi?er for each of a 
plurality of participants in the purchasing community; 

a plurality of indicators for presentment at the POS 
terminals that alloW determining the unique identi?er, 
Wherein each indicator has a credit amount associated 

thereWith; and 

an online money transfer system, separate from the closed 
purchasing community, that obtains the credit amount 
from a bank handler. 

21. The payment system for the closed purchasing com 
munity Where stored value accounts are funded over the 
WAN as recited in claim 20, Wherein a purchase With one of 
the plurality of POS terminals is re?ected in a stored value 
account associated With the unique identi?er used in the 
purchase. 

22. The payment system for the closed purchasing com 
munity Where stored value accounts are funded over the 
WAN as recited in claim 20, Wherein the online money 




