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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SENSING TIRE 
PERFORMANCE AND WEAR 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 1. Technical Field 

[0002] The present invention relates to methods and 
devices for sensing tire degradation. More speci?cally, the 
present invention pertains to predicting potential tire failure 
by monitoring physical tire characteristics including the 
composition of in?ation gas contained in the closed envi 
ronment of the tire structure. 

[0003] 2. Background of the Invention 

[0004] There are distinct advantages to monitoring tire 
Wear and degradation. Among these is the potential for 
predicting at least some tire failures during automotive 
operating conditions. The ability to predict at least some tire 
failures can enable the operator of the associated automobile 
to take preventative measures in a timely manner. These 
preventative measures may include repair and/or replace 
ment of the tire Which is at risk for failure. Such repair or 
replacement can ultimately enhance driver and occupant 
safety and prevent tire failure in an inconvenient or unsafe 
location. 

[0005] Heretofore, most methods for predicting or pre 
venting tire failure relied upon visual physical inspection of 
the tire material itself. It can be appreciated that such visual 
and physical inspection is, at best, a gross inspection mecha 
nism Which may reveal certain cracks, ?ssures, or other 
physical defects Which are apparent on the exterior of the tire 
surface. Observation and identi?cation of smaller physical 
defects can be more problematic. Similarly, observation and 
identi?cation of defects Which are located or originate on the 
interior of the tire material are even more dif?cult to carry 
out. 

[0006] The visual defects and invisible defects referred to 
herein are those Which typically arise as a result of routine 
tire Wear. The material of construction of automotive tires is 
a synthetic polymeric material Which, though extremely 
durable under a Wide variety of operating conditions, does 
have a ?nite useful life. As the synthetic material approaches 
the end of its ?nite useful life, certain gross and microscopic 
structural defects begin to arise in the polymeric material 
itself. These gross and microscopic physical defects are the 
result of the chcmical degradation of the synthetic polymeric 
material. Cracks, ?ssures and other material abnormalities 
are the physical result of this chemical breakdoWn. 

[0007] Routine inspection of automotive tires by the auto 
mobile operator and service provider can result in repair 
and/or replacement of automotive tires as they approach the 
end of their useful life. Generally, tire manufactures pro 
mulgate recommendations regarding tire Wear and number 
of operating miles permissible for a given tire construction. 
It can be appreciated that some automobile operators con 
tinue to employ tires Which have exceeded the recom 
mended useful life. Similarly, it can be appreciated that some 
tires are operated at more rigorous conditions Which may 
shorten the useful life of the tire. 

[0008] Thus, it Would be highly desirable to provide a 
device and method for sensing the tire Wear of each speci?c 
tire and communicating those results to the automobile 
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operator and/or individuals Who provide service for the 
automobile and its tires. Such information Would prove 
useful in ascertaining and predicting the particular Wear 
Which is experienced by a given tire or tires. The information 
could permit more customiZed service and replacement of 
tires as required or desired and could contribute to greater 
occupant and operator safety by avoiding at least some 
unexpected tire failure events. Additionally, it could provide 
for the utiliZation and replacement of tires in a more precise 
manner consistent With the approaching end of useful life of 
the given tire thereby contributing to the more ef?cient and 
economical use of tires. 

[0009] Thus, it is desirable to provide a method for sensing 
tire degradation. It is also desirable to provide a device for 
sensing such tire degradation and generating useful data 
therefrom. 

SUMMARY OF TH INVENTION 

[0010] The present invention is directed to a process for 
sensing degradation of at least one tire. The tire under 
scrutiny has a de?ned and isolated interior volume. The 
isolated interior volume contains an interior gas Which, 
under normal operating conditions, has an essentially con 
stant composition. 

[0011] The process of the present invention comprises the 
steps of obtaining a baseline analysis of the concentration of 
at least one of the components of the interior gas contained 
in the interior volume of the tire. The baseline analysis may 
be evaluated, recorded and stored in any suitable manner 
Which permits analysis, access and future reference. 

[0012] The process also includes steps in Which updated 
analysis of the concentration of the gaseous component in 
the interior of the tire is obtained. The updated analysis is 
also recorded and retained in a manner Which permits the 
analysis to be evaluated, recorded and retained as required. 
In the process of the present invention, the updated analysis 
of the concentration of the at least one component of the 
interior gas is compared against baseline data obtained. 
Comparison is performed by application of a suitable math 
ematical algorithm capable of producing suitable output 
data. The output data thus produced measured by any 
suitable parameters to ascertain Whether or not to generate a 
signal detectable external to the tire interior. The process can 
be reiterated in an ongoing manner. 

[0013] The device for sensing degradation of a tire is 
composed of at least one sensor means communicable With 
the interior gas contained in the interior volume of the tire. 
The sensor means is capable of detecting at least one 
component of the interior gas. The sensor is connected to 
means for ascertaining change in concentration or nature of 
the at least one gaseous component. Typically, this analysis 
means is incorporated in a suitable analytical circuit Which 
contains appropriate algorithms and memory storage capac 
ity for performing the iterative analysis of the at least one 
gaseous component and determining When a signi?cant 
change has occurred in data output generated by the sensor. 
The device also includes a transmitter associated With the 
sensor. The transmitter is capable of emitting a signal When 
triggered by the appropriate output from the sensor and 
associated analytical circuit. Typically, the analytical circuit 
is an alarm circuit at least one algorithm as Well as the 
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hardware to analyze measured data against suitable param 
eters. Such an alarm circuit is typically connected directly to 
the sensor. 

[0014] The device of the present invention also includes 
means for producing poWer sufficient to operate the sensor, 
transmitter and data retention and analytical means. Such 
poWer production means typically includes an onboard 
battery associated With the preceding devices. Also, option 
ally present is a suitable generator for recharging the battery. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

[0015] In order to further illustrate and describe the 
present invention, reference is made to the folloWing draW 
ing ?gures in Which: 

[0016] FIG. 1 is a process diagram of the method of the 
present invention analyZing for at least one gaseous com 
pound; 

[0017] FIG. 2 is a process diagram of the method of the 
present invention analyZing against at least one gaseous 
compound and at least one other physical tire characteristic; 
and 

[0018] FIG. 3 is a cross section of a tire depicting a sensor 
positioned therein. 

[0019] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a device for moni 
toring tire material condition according to the present inven 
tion. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0020] The present invention is predicated upon the unex 
pected discovery that there is a correlation betWeen tire 
material degradation events and changes in the gaseous 
environment present in the closed, isolated volume de?ned 
as the interior of the tire, hereafter “interior gas.” It has been 
found, quite unexpectedly, that measurement of changes in 
the concentration of at least one gaseous component present 
in the interior gas can serve as an indicator of future or 
impending tire failure events in at least some instances. 

[0021] As used herein “tire material degradation event” is 
to be broadly construed as any of a number of chemical 
reactions or interactions Which can indicate or lead to a 

decline in at least one performance characteristic of tire 
material. Such declines can ultimately lead, either directly or 
indirectly, to material failure or substandard performance. 
Non-limitative examples of such tire material degradation 
events include oxidation, excessive localiZed cross-linking 
and the like. 

[0022] Without being bound to any theory, it is believed 
that in at least certain tire failure events, When the tire fails, 
the failure has propagated from a localiZed anomaly present 
in the tire material. When the anomaly is indicated, it is 
believed that the initiation can occur at a molecular level in 
the chemical structure of the tire material. While it may be 
remotely possible that such anomalies are present from 
production of the tire material, it is believed that such 
anomalies largely occur as a result of the ongoing natural 
aging and curing process of the tire material itself over the 
life of the tire material. 
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[0023] While the anomaly may remain localiZed, in cer 
tain instances, it is believed that the anomaly can propagate 
into a region of local degradation. Given the chemical nature 
of many such anomalies, once a certain level of degradation 
has been achieved, the degradation reaction can become 
self-sustaining. Eventually, the local degradation phenom 
enon causes suf?cient reduction in physical properties of the 
associated material to self-propagate thereby causing an 
often rapid general failure event of the associated tire. 

[0024] It has been found that the degradation phenomenon 
is characteriZed by an exothermic reaction Which can be 
observed as localiZed heating of the tire material. The 
exothermic reaction is due to the chemical nature of the 
breakdown. Exothermicity is one component Which can 
explain the self-propagating nature of the failure event and 
can also explain Why, after a certain point, propagation 
results in an often rapid progress toWard a general tire failure 
event. 

[0025] It has also been found that the degradation process 
can be exhibited as oxidation of the tire material. Local 
degradation events are characteriZed by changes in certain 
signature gaseous materials Which are consumed or pro 
duced as a result of the oxidation reaction. Typically, these 
materials include, but are not limited to, compounds such as 
carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, butylene oxides and the 
like. It has been found that compounds such as these are 
associated With the oxidative reactions in Which synthetic 
polymeric materials employed in tire body degrade. These 
products of oxidation typically off-gas from the polymeric 
material as the reaction progresses. At least a portion of 
these oxidation products off gas into the volume of the 
interior tire chamber. 

[0026] In a normally functioning tire, it has been found 
that the interior gas composition exists at a rough equilib 
rium. Depending upon the material composition of the tire, 
the initial interior gas composition (GI) Will fall Within 
predictable baseline values after an initial interval subse 
quent to in?ation. The occurrence of a localiZed tire degra 
dation event leads to a change in gas composition (GS). It has 
been found, quite unexpectedly, that this change in gas 
composition (GS) can be ascertained in a manner Which 
provides strong correlation betWeen change in gaseous com 
position and tire failure events. Such tire failure events can 
include various forms of rupture, including sloW leak and 
more rapid de?ation phenomenon as Well as more general 
iZed tire structural failure. 

[0027] The present invention is predicated upon the unex 
pected discovery that sensing changes in the concentration 
of the interior gas composition contained Within the closed 
environment of the tire interior can be a reliable indicator of 
tire material quality and performance. The present invention 
is directed to a method and apparatus for ascertaining the 
quality and performance of tire material based on measure 
ment of interior gas composition as Well as measurement of 
optional variables such as tire pressure, temperature, etc. 

[0028] The method and apparatus of the present invention 
are particularly directed to sensing and predicting tire per 
formance in tires used in automotive applications. Tires so 
monitored may be employed on passenger vehicles as Well 
as larger trucks, both over land and off-road. It is also 
contemplated that the device and method of the present 
invention may also be employed With tires employed on 
other types of vehicles, for example, airplanes. 
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[0029] It is contemplated that the tires so monitored may 
have any standard construction provided that the tire has the 
interior volume suitable for maintaining a gaseous compo 
sition in isolation from the surrounding atmosphere. The 
material of construction of such tires is generally referred to 
as a rubber. As used herein, “rubber” is de?ned as a solid 
substance Which, upon vulcanization, becomes elastic. The 
term broadly includes both natural rubber (caoutchouc) and 
synthetic rubber. The term “rubber elastomer,” as used 
herein, is de?ned as a material Which contains at least one 
rubber synthesiZed from a raW material derived from at least 
one of petroleum, coal, oil, natural gas, and acetylene. The 
rubber elastomer may be made up of various copolymers. 
Examples include, but are not limited to, styrene-butadiene 
copolymers such as Buna A and styrene-butadiene rubber 
(SBR); cis-polybutadiene and cis-polyisoprene (butyl rub 
bers); copolymers of acrylonitrile and butadiene (nitrile 
elastomers of NBR rubbers); polychloprene (neoprene); 
ethylene-propylene rubbers (EPDM); and urethane elas 
tomers. 

[0030] As indicated previously, typically, tires of such 
construction are found on passenger automobiles. HoWever, 
the process of the present invention is not to be construed as 
being limited simply to passenger automotive tires. The 
process and device of the present invention is contemplated 
as being employable on any vehicular tires of the same or 
similar construction as noted herein. Thus, in addition to 
passenger vehicles, it is contemplated that the process and 
device of the present invention can be successfully 
employed With larger trucks as Well as off-road vehicles. 
Additionally, Where tire construction is the same or similar 
to that described herein, it is contemplated that the sensors 
can be successfully employed for airplane tires and the like. 

[0031] In the process of the present invention, the tire 12 
Will have a de?ned and isolated interior de?ned by inner and 
outer tire Walls 14, 16 and Wheel rim 18. Tire 12 is mounted 
and affixed to Wheel rim 18 by any suitable sealing and 
fastening means as Would be conventional in the ?eld. The 
tire 12 Will also include at least one means for introducing 
gas into the de?ned and isolated interior volume such as an 
in?ation nipple (not shoWn). Typically, under both opera 
tional and non-operational states, When the tire is employed 
on an automotive vehicle, the communication means is 
sealed preventing ingress and egress of gaseous material 
from the de?ned and isolated interior volume 20. 

[0032] In standard use operations, the tire is pressuriZed to 
a predetermined pressure rating. Thus, the air pressure of the 
gaseous material located in the de?ned and isolated interior 
volume is greater than ambient. In most automotive situa 
tions, tire pressure pressuriZation is accomplished by the 
introduction of pressuriZed atmospheric air. Typically, atmo 
spheric air contains approximately 70% nitrogen; approxi 
mately 20% oxygen and about 5% and 10% carbon dioxide 
With traces of other gaseous material being present to 
amount to 100%. 

[0033] Upon initial in?ation, atmospheric air introduced 
into the tire interior reaches compositional equilibrium With 
any gaseous components introduced as a result of natural 
off-gassing by the rubber elastomer of the neWly produced 
tire. These additional gaseous components can include pro 
duction by-products and volatiliZable solvents in present in 
minor amounts in the elastomeric rubber as processed. The 
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interior gas present in the de?ned and isolated interior 
volume typically reaches an equilibrium composition Which 
may contain minor amounts of various organic processing 
by-products. It is to be understood that such processing 
by-products are generally those Which do not adversely 
affect the process and function of the device of the present 
invention. 

[0034] Routine tire repressuriZation or introduction of 
additional atmospheric air to correct tire in?ation is con 
templated and anticipated. Introduction of additional atmo 
spheric air typically Will not effect gas equilibrium in a 
manner Which Will adversely effect performance or imple 
mentation of the method or device of the present invention. 

[0035] While the present invention is described in vieW of 
tire pressuriZation using atmospheric air, it is to be under 
stood that the method and device of the present invention 
can be employed using any suitable in?ation gas. 

[0036] In the process of the present invention, a baseline 
quanti?cation or analysis of at least one component of the 
interior gas contained in the isolated tire interior 20 is 
obtained. The analysis contemplated herein can be any 
suitable qualitative or quantitative analytical procedure 
Which ascertains presence, absence and/or concentration of 
at least one component of the interior gas. In the process of 
the present invention, it is preferably contemplated that the 
ascertainment analysis Will be accomplished by at least one 
suitable analytical means such as a suitably calibrated sensor 
mechanism 22. The analytical means is capable of commu 
nicating and/or contacting interior gas material present in the 
isolated interior volume. 

[0037] The analytical means is preferably one Which can 
be calibrated to detect at least one component such as 
oxygen, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and butylene 
oxide. It is also Within the purvieW of this invention to detect 
various trace organic compounds. The analytical means may 
be equipped to simply measure presence or absence of a 
given substance or may be used to provide more detailed 
information regarding relative concentration of a target 
material or materials. In the preferred embodiment, the 
analytical means is a sensor mechanism Which is con?gured 
to detect and/or quantify the presence of at least one target 
gas. As used herein, the term “sensor mechanism” is con 
templated as encompassing a device or probe capable of 
sensing one speci?c material or con?gured to provide infor 
mation regarding a plurality of target materials by any 
suitable analytical modality. Such modalities include, but are 
not limited to, infrared spectral analysis, ultraviolet spectral 
analysis as Well as various other methods for detecting and 
quantifying organic and inorganic compounds. Suitable sen 
sor mechanisms for sensing the presence of a single material 
or multiple materials are commercially available from vari 
ous sources. 

[0038] In the process and device of the present invention, 
sensor mechanisms are typically positioned so as to be in 
contact With the interior gas. “Contact” as used herein can be 
continuous contact and can also include metered or interval 
contact Where the gaseous material is sampled and a discrete 
sample is analyZed and data extrapolated therefrom. 

[0039] In the process of the present invention, baseline 
compositional data regarding the content and makeup of the 
interior gas is obtained. As used herein, “baseline gaseous 
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composition data” can include standard values Which are 
predetermined and/or obtained from initial measurement of 
the interior gas. Thus, the method of the present invention 
contemplates the use of standard preprogrammed baseline 
gaseous composition values. It also contemplates a process 
Whereby initial startup values for the gaseous composition 
are obtained and employed in determining baseline data 
regarding the interior gas as Well as a combination of the 
tWo. 

[0040] Preprogrammed gaseous compositional values can 
be maintained in any suitable data retention device such as 
an electronic microchip or the like. The term “prepro 
grammed gaseous compositional values” as used herein is 
contemplated as referring to accepted concentration ranges 
for a given gaseous component or components. The prepro 
grammed gaseous compositional values can alternatively 
relate to accepted upper or loWer threshold limit for the 
gaseous component under consideration. Baseline gaseous 
composition data can also include information derived from 
sensor analysis at start up. This information can be retained 
for subsequent comparison and/or analysis. The information 
can also be compared against preprogrammed gaseous com 
positional values to determine Whether acceptable thresh 
olds have been met. 

[0041] In the basic process of the present invention, as 
depicted in FIG. 1, baseline gaseous composition data 
includes use of preprogrammed standards as Well as sample 
analysis at startup. As depicted in step 102, data generated 
at start up can be analyZed against knoWn or preprogrammed 
standards Which are taken to de?ne compliance. Compliance 
With knoWn or preprogrammed standards may be accom 
plished by any suitable comparison algorithm at step 104. 
Comparison and analysis against knoWn standards as 
depicted in step 105 can yield a simple yes/no conclusion. If 
compliance standards are violated, an alarm mechanism is 
activated Which Will result in the emission of an output 
signal at step 106 detectable external to the tire. 

[0042] In the process of the present invention, Where 
baseline compositional analysis is employed, it is preferred 
that at least one chemical compound associated With the 
degradation process be monitored and tracked. This chemi 
cal compound may be one Which is present in elevated 
quantities upon occurrence of oxidation or degradation 
phenomena. It is also Within the purvieW of this invention 
that the chemical compound monitored be one Which is 
consumed during degradation and/or oxidation processes. 
Thus, baseline analysis against knoWn or predetermined 
threshold values can be quanti?ed as concentrations of a 
chemical Which either falls beloW or exceeds accepted 
operating values. 

[0043] In the event of deviation from preprogrammed 
baseline values is detected, step 108 of the process of this 
invention contemplates the generation and transmission of a 
suitable signal Which is detectable external to the tire being 
monitored. This signal may be in any suitable form such as 
electric impulse, carrier Wave or the like and may be 
translated into any suitable audible or visually detectable 
Warning. Typically, such Warning Will be one Which Will be 
readily detectable and intelligible by the vehicular operator. 
HoWever, it is also Within the purvieW of this invention that 
the signal may be transmitted to suitable external diagnostic 
devices as Would be present in a vehicular service center or 
the like. 
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[0044] It is to be understood that the present invention 
contemplates the analysis of at least one chemical com 
pound. Greater numbers of chemical compounds can be 
monitored depending upon the con?guration of the sensor or 
sensors employed. 

[0045] Where calculations have indicated that the values 
obtained are considered to be in compliance, the monitoring 
process is continued. Updated analysis of the at least one 
chemical compound present in the gaseous composition is 
obtained at predetermined intervals at step 110 after start up. 
The predetermined intervals can be any period suitable for 
providing appropriate monitoring of tire condition and Wear. 
It is believed that intervals betWeen 25 seconds and 10 
minutes are sufficient to provide indication of tire perfor 
mance. 

[0046] The process of the present invention also contem 
plates the additional analysis at step 112 of the updated data 
pertaining to the at least one chemical compound to deter 
mine deviation from baseline. Where deviation betWeen the 
updated data and the predetermined baseline values falls 
outside predetermined thresholds shoWn in step 114, the 
suitable circuit is triggered to emit an output signal at step 
106. Where deviation by updated gaseous composition data 
from the baseline data is Within predetermined parameters, 
the iterative interval process is continued, as shoWn in step 
116. 

[0047] It is contemplated that the process of the present 
invention as depicted in FIG. 1 Will occur in an essentially 
continuous manner during operation of the associated 
vehicle. Thus, preferably, sensor operation and output devel 
opment is terminated When the vehicle is not in operation. 
Thus, it is contemplated that the control mechanisms for 
executing suitable analytical routines associated With the 
process of the present invention Will include suitable shut 
doWn procedures and the like. Where the process of the 
present invention contemplates diagnostic output to an 
external service center location, such as an auto repair 
facility, it is contemplated that the process and devices for 
implementing the process Will include appropriate program 
ming and associated hardWare to facilitate the transfer of 
relevant information. 

[0048] In the process of the present invention, it is con 
templated that monitoring of the at least one chemical 
compound Will continue even after an output signal at step 
106 has been generated. Thus, updated data Will be obtained 
even in situations Where a deviation has been indicated. 
Continued monitoring and iteration after indication of an 
initial deviation can be employed to assess the severity of the 
situation and permit self-correcting measures. Erroneous or 
non-homogenous false positives can be corrected upon 
analysis of subsequent sample iterations. Additionally, out 
put data may be employed to initiate appropriate self-healing 
or self-correcting processes Within the tire Which may ulti 
mately extend tire life. 

[0049] While the process of the present invention may be 
performed With analysis and monitoring of one chemical 
compound, analysis of multiple chemical compounds can be 
desirable to provide greater accuracy in the assessment of 
tire Wear. Thus, it is contemplated that suitable sensor 
operations preferably Will be those Which can monitor and 
provide information regarding several distinct chemical 
compounds present in the gaseous material in the isolated 
interior of the tire. 
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[0050] The compounds suitable for analysis in the process 
of the present invention are those Which are gaseous or 
volatiliZable and are capable of detection by suitable ana 
lytic sensor mechanisms. Typically, such compounds are 
amenable to detection and/or quanti?cation by methods 
knoWn and associated With gaseous analysis and detection. 
These include, but are not limited to, infrared and ultraviolet 
spectral analysis. Chemical compounds of interest include, 
but are not limited to, inorganic gasses such as carbon 
dioxide, carbon monoxide, oxygen and the like as Well as 
volatile organic compounds such as oxygen derivatives of 
alkylene and aryl alkylenes. Examples of volatile organic 
compounds include, but are not limited to, butylene oxide, 
propylene oxide and the like. It is also Within the purvieW of 
this invention that the at least one chemical compound is a 
material speci?cally introduced into the in?ation gas as a 
detectable and discrete indicator of tire Wear. Suitable indi 
cators include those Which are preferentially consumed or 
altered during degradative processes as Well as those Which 
may interact With materials generated to provide ready 
detection by sensor mechanisms. Thus, decrease in oxygen 
content taken together With an associated increase in con 
centrations of a compound such as butylene oxide can be 
indicative of an oxidative chemical breakdoWn in an isolated 
region of the tire material. Thus, While the method depicted 
in FIG. 1 has been described in terms of a single chemical 
compound, it is to be understood that multiple materials can 
be analyZed in tandem to provide more detailed or complex 
data regarding the general condition of tire material and 
Wear of the tire. 

[0051] The process of the present invention also contem 
plates an analytical procedure in Which at least one chemical 
compound is monitored for both deviation or change in 
value over time and for compliance and/or deviation from 
preprogrammed baseline standards as outlined in FIG. 2. In 
this embodiment of the analytical method of the present 
invention, initial analysis of at least one chemical compound 
is taken at cycle startup step 202. This data is calculated 
against compliance standards Which are preprogrammed 
into the analytical mechanism employed 204. If compliance 
is violated, an output signal is emitted at step 206. The 
output signal is translated into activation of an externally 
detectable alarm at step 208 such as in the manner described 
previously. If the at least one chemical compound is ana 
lyZed and calculated to be Within preprogrammed standards, 
monitoring proceeds With performance updated analysis of 
chemical compound at a suitable interval subsequent to the 
startup value as shoWn at step 210. As indicated previously, 
this interval can be any one suitable for providing pertinent 
data regarding the condition of the associated tire material. 
The minimum interval may be that Which is determined by 
the recalibration or reset limits present on the associated 
sensor device, processing unit or other mechanisms in the 
alarm circuit. Typically, the updated analysis may occur 
Within microseconds of the startup analysis or may occur at 
intervals betWeen 1 second and 10 minutes. 

[0052] The updated analytical data of at least one chemical 
compound is calculated for compliance against prepro 
grammed standards at step 212. As previously discussed, 
deviation from compliance results in the emission of an 
output signal at step 206. Where analytical data is deter 
mined to be Within appropriate standards, the data is further 
quanti?ed at step 214 to determine the amount of change in 
the values obtained in the updated analysis and at least one 
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preceding analysis to determine the degree of change (Ac) 
and/or rate of change (Acr) Which is occurring. 

[0053] At step 216, the Ac value obtained is mathemati 
cally compared against acceptable Ac values at step 216 
Which are maintained in suitable data storage means. If the 
obtained Ac deviates from the accepted value parameters, an 
output signal is emitted at step 206. Maintenance of a Ac 
Within accepted preprogrammed can trigger analysis of the 
most recent Ac against any and all prior obtained Ac values 
to determine general trend or rate of change (Acr) at step 
218. If the value for the rate of change (Acr) deviates from 
predetermined Ac values, an output signal is emitted at step 
206. If the AcI values are Within acceptable parameters 220, 
additional samples are obtained after at appropriate intervals 
at step 210. 

[0054] While the foregoing process has been described in 
terms of analysis for a single chemical compound, it is to be 
understood that the process of the present invention can 
readily include analysis for compliance and/or deviation for 
multiple chemical materials. Thus, for example, sensors can 
be calibrated to detect the presence, absence and/or concen 
tration of a material such as butylene oxide, a knoWn 
by-product of tire degradation. Concentrations of such mate 
rial above a preprogrammed standard can trigger the output 
signal event of the present invention. 

[0055] The process and device of the present invention 
also contemplates the maintenance and storage of ongoing 
data regarding presence, absence and/or concentration of at 
least one chemical compound present in the interior gas over 
time. Thus, Where desired or required, compositional 
changes over a given interval can be accessed and analyZed 
by suitable devices not typically present on an automotive 
vehicle. 

[0056] Similarly, it is considered Within the purvieW of 
this invention to integrate other non-chemical analytical data 
into an algorithm Which leads to the generation of an output 
signal. For instance, the sensor array can include appropriate 
devices for measuring tire temperature, pressure Within the 
internal volume of the tire, and the like. These physical, 
non-chemical characteristics can, then be integrated as data 
into the calculations and summation Which has been previ 
ously described. Thus, rapid changes in internal volume 
pressure can be indicators of an impending tire failure event. 
When such data is analyZed against gaseous composition 
data, the certainty of the level of certainty in the prediction 
can be increased. 

[0057] Additionally, the data Which is obtained and ana 
lyZed regarding the chemical and physical conditions in the 
interior tire volume can be calculated against external physi 
cal or chemical data. Thus, the present invention contem 
plates the integration With sensors and data collection 
devices Which are located on or in the vehicle body exterior 
to the tire. These can include sensing devices Which monitor 
external temperature as Well as devices Which monitor tire 
rotational speed, vehicular speed and the like. 

[0058] Wi reference noW to FIG. 4, the device 10 for 
monitoring tire material condition typically includes at least 
one sensor device 22, means 24 for supplying poWer to the 
gas sensor device, a suitable alarm circuit 26 as Well as a 
device 28 for transmitting data to a source 30 external to the 
associated tire. 
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[0059] Additionally, the device 10 can include an appro 
priate tire mounted generator 32 Which can provide addi 
tional or continuing poWer to the sensor device 22, alarm 
circuit 26 and transmitter 28. 

[0060] While the device may include a generator 30, it is 
also contemplated that the poWer source Would be any 
suitable poWer source such as an appropriate battery Which 
could be siZed to last the life of the sensor 22 and associated 
mechanisms. 

[0061] The sensor device 22 may be of any suitable type 
Which Will detect at least one chemical compound. Thus, the 
sensor device 22 can be one Which is capable of electro 
chemical analysis, infrared chemical analysis, ultraviolet 
chemical analysis, visible spectrum analysis or a laser diode 
type of device capable and calibrated to sense at least one 
chemical compound. Preferably, the sensor is calibrated and 
capable of sensing more than one chemical compound With 
at least one of the materials be sensed includes oxygen, 
carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide and an alkylene oxide 
such as butylene oxide. 

[0062] The sensor 22 can be either a quantitative sensor of 
a qualitative sensor. Thus, the sensor device 22 employed 
may be capable of analyZing and determining approximate 
chemical concentration Within the tire interior. HoWever, the 
present invention contemplates that the sensor 22 may be 
one Which is capable of simply detecting a change in 
gaseous composition in the interior of the tire over time. 

[0063] The alarm circuit 26 may be of any suitable con 
?guration Which is capable of maintaining and applying 
appropriate algorithms in conjunction With the needed hard 
Ware to perform the function of determining When a signi? 
cant change has occurred in the sensor output. Typically, the 
alarm circuit 26 is connected directly to the sensor 22 to 
perform this function. The alarm circuit 26 is connected to 
a suitable transmitter 28 Which is con?gured to emit a signal 
33, such as a radio frequency Wave or other carrier Wave, 
When the sensor 22 has activated the circuit 26. In the 
preferred embodiment, sensor 22, alarm circuit 26 and 
transmitter 28 are all poWered by the poWer source such as 
the battery 30 and optional generator 32. Typically, sensor 
22, alarm circuit 26, transmitter 28 together With battery 30 
and optional generator 32 are carried in and on the respective 
tire being monitored. 

[0064] It is contemplated that the tire can be manufactured 
With the device in place. Alternately, the monitoring device 
of the present invention can be installed during any suitable 
point in the assembly process such as the installation of the 
tire 12 on the Wheel rim 18. The transmitter device 28 is 
preferably con?gured to interact With a suitable receiver 34 
located external to the tire 12. The suitable receiver 34 is 
preferably positioned in a suitable location in the body fo the 
associated vehicle. HoWever, it is understood that a suitable 
receiver 34 can be integrated into a suitable free standing 
diagnostic device suitable for use by automotive mainte 
nance personnel and the like. 

[0065] The signal 33 transmitted from transmitter device 
28 to receiver 34 Will depend upon the nature and location 
of the tWo devices. Thus, it is contemplated that the trans 
mitter 28 Would emit a signal 33 such as a radio frequency 
Wave When the sensor 22 has activated the alarm circuit 26. 
The signal 33, such as a radio frequency Wave, can be 
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detected and processed by the receiver 34. Typically, the 
receiver 34 Will be poWered by the vehicular electrical 
system or a suitable source of external poWer and Will be 
capable of passing along the alarm signal to the driver or 
diagnostician via any suitable visible or audible means. It is 
also contemplated that the receiver 34 may include compo 
nents Which permit it to function interactively With other 
vehicular input data. Thus, the receiver 34 may include 
suitable capabilities Which permit further analysis of the data 
obtained from the tire circuit device in combination With 
additional available vehicular data Which can include infor 
mation such as ambient air temperature, tire temperature, 
tire pressure, Wheel speed, vehicular speed and the like. 
Alternately, it is envisioned that the external vehicular 
sensors can communicate directly With the alarm circuit and 
transmitter located on board the tire or tires to provide data 
for use in the appropriate algorithm. 

[0066] While the invention has been described With ref 
erence to a preferred embodiment, it Will be understood by 
those skilled in the art that various changes may be made and 
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof Without 
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many 
modi?cations may be made to adapt a particular situation or 
material to the teachings of the invention Without departing 
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended 
that the invention not be limited to the particular embodi 
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying 
out this invention, but that the invention Will include all 
embodiments falling Within the scope of the appended 
claims. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the present 
invention has been described by Way of illustration and not 
limitation. 

What is claimed: 
1. Aprocess for sensing performance of at least one tire, 

the tire having a de?ned and isolated interior Which contains 
a discrete volume of a gas, the gas having an essentially 
constant composition, the process comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a baseline analysis of at least one chemical 
compound present in the interior volume of the gas; 

obtaining at least one updated analysis of the at least one 
chemical compound present in the interior volume of 
gas at at least one interval subsequent to the baseline 
analysis; 

comparing the baseline analysis and the at least one 
updated analysis using a suitable mathematical algo 
rithm Which Will function to provide output data; 

applying said output data against preprogrammed stan 
dards to generate a signal 

2. The process of claim 1 Wherein the generated signal is 
transmitted to an output device. 

3. The process of claim 1 Wherein said generated signal 
triggers a reiteration of the analytical process. 

4. The process of claim 1 Wherein the at least one 
chemical compound includes at least one of alkylene oxide, 
oxygen, carbon dioxide, and carbon monoxide. 

5. The process of claim 1 Wherein the at least one 
chemical compound material is alkylene oxide and the 
output signal is triggered upon detection of an elevation in 
butylene oxide concentration in the essentially interior vol 
ume of gas. 
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6. The process of claim 5 wherein the at least one gaseous 
material further includes oxygen and Wherein the output 
signal is determined by a reduction in oxygen concentration 
in the essentially constant composition of the interior vol 
ume of the tire. 

7. The process of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
integrating data pertaining to at least one physical condition 
external to the tire volume into the algorithm. 

8. The process of claim 8 Wherein the at least one physical 
condition external to the interior tire volume includes at least 
one of tire pressure, tire temperature, Wheel speed, ambient 
temperature and vehicular speed. 

9. A device for sensing degradation of a tire having an 
isolated interior Which contains a discrete volume of an 
essentially constant gaseous composition, the device com 
prising: 

at least one sensor device capable of detecting at least 
chemical compound, the chemical compound including 
at least one of oxygen, carbon dioxide, carbon mon 
oxide, alkylene oxide, the sensor positioned relative to 
the isolated interior of the tire in gaseous communica 
tion thereWith; 

an alarm circuit in communication With the sensor device, 
the alarm circuit containing an appropriate algorithm 
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and suitable means for receiving data generated by the 
sensor device and interpreting data so received; 

means for supplying poWer to the sensor device and 
associated alarm circuit; and 

a transmitter in communication With the alarm circuit, the 
transmitter capable of emitting an output signal, the 
output signal being detectable external to the tire. 

10. The device of claim 9 further comprising means for 
generating poWer suf?cient to operate the sensor device and 
alarm circuit. 

11. The device of claim 9 Wherein the alarm circuit is 
capable of ascertaining signi?cant change in sensor output 
over time. 

12. The device of claim 9 further comprising a receiver 
mechanism located external to and remote from the trans 
mitter and alarm circuit, the receiver capable of detecting the 
signal generated by the transmitter and translating said 
signal into a detectable alarm event. 

13. The device of claim 12 Wherein the receiver mecha 
nism includes functionality for processing additional input, 
the additional input including at least one of ambient air 
temperature, tire temperature, tire pressure, Wheel speed, 
vehicular speed and combinations thereof. 

* * * * * 


