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(57) ABSTRACT 

A hand-held organizer for holding at least one of a card, a 
Writing instrument, and a notepad includes a ?rst panel 
portion and a second panel portion. The ?rst panel portion is 
secured to the second panel portion along three of its 

Related US Application Data perimeter edges to form a ?rst pocket betWeen one side of 
the ?rst panel portion and one side of the second panel 

(60) Provisional application No. 60/377,543, ?led on May portion. The ?rst side of the ?rst panel portion is also 
3, 2002. adapted to hold both ends of a card and/or a notepad. 
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HAND-HELD ORGANIZER 

[0001] This application claims priority depending from 
US. provisional application Ser. No. 60/377,543, ?led May 
3, 2002, Which is incorporated by reference in its entirety 
herein. 

TECHNICAL FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF 
THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to an organizer and, 
more particularly, to a handheld organizer that can hold one 
or more accessories, such as a note pad, a pen, cards, such 
as business cards, identi?cation cards, debit/credit cards, or 
the like. 

[0003] Currently organiZers or planners are designed to 
contain a Wide variety of organiZational tools, including 
daily, Weekly, or monthly calendars, notepads, address/ 
phone books, expense records, pockets (including closable 
pockets) for storing receipts, and slots or pockets for storing 
cards, such as credit cards, business cards, and other mis 
cellaneous cards or the like. As a result, current organiZer 
designs are bulky and are relatively heavy compared to 
traditional Wallets, Which have heretofore simply provided 
storage for cards and typically paper money. 

[0004] While it may be bene?cial to store your desk in 
your organiZer, there are some situations Where these bulky 
organiZers are unWieldy and may pose a distraction. For 
example, When meeting clients at a restaurant or a cocktail 
lounge there is often too little space to Work With an 
organiZer. 
[0005] Consequently, there is a need for a hand-held 
organiZer that provides ample storage for at least a notepad 
and, more preferably, for additional accessories, such as a 
Writing instrument, money, cards, including credit/debit 
bank cards, identi?cation cards, business cards, photos or 
the like. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention provides an 
organiZer Which is compact and yet provides ample storage 
space for at least a notepad and, more preferably, for 
additional accessories, such as a Writing instrument, money, 
cards, including credit/debit/bank cards, identi?cation cards, 
business cards, photos or the like. 

[0007] In one form of the invention, a hand-held organiZer 
includes ?rst and second panel portions and a hinge portion, 
Which connects the tWo panel portions. The ?rst panel 
portion is movable from a generally parallel closed position 
With the inner surface of the ?rst panel portion facing the 
inner surface of the second panel portion to a fully open 
position Wherein the outer surface of the ?rst panel portion 
faces the outer surface of the second panel portion. The 
second panel portion is preferably adapted to receive a 
notepad, Which includes a backing member and a plurality 
of Writing sheets mounted to the backing member. The ?rst 
panel portion further includes a pocket for receiving one or 
more Writing sheets of the notepad. 

[0008] In one aspect, the second panel portion includes a 
pocket for receiving the backing member of the notepad. In 
another aspect, the pocket of the ?rst panel portion includes 
an opening Which is spaced a greater distance from the hinge 
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portion than the opening of the pocket of the second panel 
portion to ease insertion of the one or more Writing sheet or 
sheets into the pocket of the ?rst panel portion. 

[0009] In other aspects, each of the ?rst and second panel 
portions comprise plastic panel portions. Preferably, at least 
one of the plastic panel portions includes a reinforcing 
member for stiffening the respective panel portion. Alter 
nately, the panel portions may comprise leather panel por 
tions. 

[0010] According to yet another aspect, at least one of the 
?rst and second panel portions includes a pocket at its 
respective outer surface. Preferably, both the ?rst and second 
panel portion includes a pocket at their respective outer 
surfaces to provide additional storage space. 

[0011] In a further aspect, the hand-held organiZer 
includes a Writing instrument holder. For example, the 
Writing instrument holder may comprise a loop of material, 
Which is attached or formed With either the hinge portion, 
the ?rst panel portion, or the second panel portion. 

[0012] According to yet another aspect, the hand-held 
organiZer further includes a clip, Which is mounted to either 
the hinge portion, the ?rst panel portion, or the second panel 
portion. 

[0013] In another form of the invention, a hand-held 
organiZer for holding a notepad and at least one accessory 
includes ?rst and second generally rectangular sheets of 
material, Which are co-joined at their respective perimeter 
edges by a perimeter seam. The sheets form a panel With a 
medial portion that forms a hinge Whereby a ?rst portion of 
the panel is foldable about the hinge to fold over a second 
portion of the panel. The second portion of the panel 
includes a ?rst pocket at its inner surface for receiving a 
backing member of the notepad. The ?rst portion has a 
second pocket for receiving one or more sheets from the 
notepad and has an opening Which is spaced a greater 
distance from the hinge than the opening of the ?rst pocket 
to thereby ease insertion of the sheet or sheets of the notepad 
into the second pocket. 

[0014] In one aspect, the second portion includes a pocket 
at its exterior surface for storing at least one accessory. In a 
further aspect, the ?rst portion also includes a pocket at its 
exterior surface for storing at least one accessory. 

[0015] In other aspects, the ?rst portion includes a third 
pocket for receiving at least one accessory, Wherein at least 
a portion of the third pocket comprises a transparent material 
Whereby an article positioned in the third pocket is at least 
partially visible through the third pocket. 

[0016] According to yet another aspect, the medial portion 
of the panel includes at least one transverse seam, With the 
hinge de?ned at the transverse seam. 

[0017] According to yet another form of the invention, a 
hand-held organiZer for holding at least one of a notepad, 
card, and a Writing instrument includes a ?rst panel portion 
and a second panel portion secured to the ?rst panel portion 
along three of its perimeter edges to form a ?rst pocket 
betWeen a second side of the ?rst panel portion and a third 
side of the second panel portion. The ?rst side of the ?rst 
panel portion is adapted to hold both ends of a card and/or 
a notepad. 
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[0018] In one aspect, the fourth side of the second panel 
portion includes a second pocket, With the second pocket 
including an opening spaced a distance from a perimeter 
edge of the second panel portion. For example, the second 
pocket may be siZed for holding a Writing instrument. 

[0019] In another embodiment, the fourth side of the 
second panel portion includes a third pocket, Which includes 
an opening spaced from a perimeter edge of the second panel 
portion. Preferably, the opening of the third pocket is gen 
erally aligned With the opening of the second pocket. 
According to a further aspect, the organiZer includes a ?ap 
that is secured to either the ?rst panel portion or the second 
panel portion for closing the opening of the third pocket. 

[0020] In another aspect, at least a portion of each of the 
panel portions comprises leather. 

[0021] In preferred aspects, the organiZer additionally 
included a third panel portion that is secured to the ?rst panel 
portion at three of the perimeter edges of the third panel 
portion to thereby de?ne a pocket betWeen the ?rst side of 
the ?rst panel portion and an inner side of the third panel 
portion. The third panel portion preferably adapts the ?rst 
panel portion to hold the ends of a card and/or for a notepad 
or other ?at articles. 

[0022] In further aspects, the third panel portion includes 
spaced apart pockets for holding the ends of a card and/or a 
notepad. 

[0023] In yet other aspects, the ?rst pocket has an opening, 
With the opening of the second pocket being orthogonal to 
the opening of the ?rst pocket. 

[0024] In yet another form of the invention, a hand-held 
organiZer for holding at least one of a card, a Writing 
instrument, and a notepad includes ?rst and second sheets of 
material co-j oined at least at their respective perimeter edges 
by a perimeter seam. The sheets form a panel having a 
medial portion, Which forms a hinge Whereby a ?rst panel 
portion of the panel is foldable about the hinge to fold over 
a second panel portion of the panel. The inner surface of the 
?rst panel portion faces the inner surface of the second panel 
portion When the ?rst panel portion is folded over the second 
panel portion. In addition, the inner surface of one of the 
second panel portion and the ?rst panel portion includes a 
pair of spaced apart pockets for receiving the ends of one of 
a notepad and a card. Further, the inner surface of one of the 
second panel portion and the ?rst panel portion includes an 
opening spaced from the hinge for forming a storage pocket. 
Similarly, the exterior surface of one of the ?rst panel 
portion and the second panel portion has a second storage 
pocket for holding an accessory therein, With the opening of 
the second storage pocket extending generally orthogonal to 
the hinge. 

[0025] In further aspects, the inner surface of the second 
portion includes the pair of spaced apart pockets for receiv 
ing the ends of a notepad and/or a card or the like. For 
example, the exterior of the ?rst panel portion may include 
the second storage pocket for holding an accessory therein. 

[0026] In other aspects, the exterior portion of one of the 
panel portions includes a third storage pocket for holding an 
accessory therein. Preferably, the third storage pocket 
includes an opening spaced from a perimeter edge of the 
respective panel portion. Optionally, the exterior portion of 
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one of the panel portions includes a fourth storage pocket for 
holding an accessory therein. Similarly, the fourth storage 
pocket includes an opening spaced from a perimeter edge of 
the respective panel portion. In preferred form, the opening 
of the third storage pocket and the opening of the fourth 
storage pocket are generally aligned. 

[0027] It can be appreciated from the foregoing that the 
organiZer of the present invention provides a compact orga 
niZer that can hold one or more accessories and, further, 
provide a Writing surface that is easy to access. The orga 
niZer of the present invention may be commensurate in siZe 
With of a conventional Wallet so that it may be placed in 
purses, hip pockets, or coat pockets. Given the compact 
nature of the organiZer, the organiZer can be quickly 
retrieved from its storage location and similarly, closed and 
returned to its storage place Without much effort. 

[0028] These and other objects, advantages, purposes, and 
features of the invention Will become more apparent from 
the study of the folloWing description taken in conjunction 
With the draWings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0029] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a hand-held orga 
niZer of the present invention; 

[0030] FIG. 1A is a side elevation vieW of the organiZer 
of FIG. 1 illustrating the organiZer in a closed or stored 
con?guration; 

[0031] FIG. 1B is a similar vieW to FIG. 1A illustrating 
the organiZer in an open con?guration; 

[0032] FIG. 2 is a plan vieW of the inside of the hand-held 
organiZer of FIG. 1 With the organiZer opened; 

[0033] FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of another embodiment of 
inside of the hand-held organiZer of FIG. 1; 

[0034] FIG. 3A is a side elevation vieW of the Writing 
instrument of FIG. 3; 

[0035] FIG. 4 is a plan vieW of yet another embodiment 
of the inside of the hand-held organiZer of FIG. 1; 

[0036] FIG. 4A is a cross-section vieW taken along line 
IVA-IVA of FIG. 4; 

[0037] FIG. 5 is a plan vieW of a fourth embodiment of the 
inside of the hand-held organiZer of FIG. 1; 

[0038] FIG. 6 is a plan vieW of another embodiment of the 
outside of the hand-held accessory of the present invention; 

[0039] FIG. 7 is a front perspective vieW of another 
embodiment of a hand-held accessory of the present inven 
tion; 

[0040] FIG. 8 is a side back perspective vieW of the 
hand-held accessory of FIG. 7; 

[0041] FIG. 9 is a front elevation vieW of the hand-held 
accessory of FIG. 7; 

[0042] FIG. 10 is a back elevation vieW of the hand-held 
accessory of FIG. 7; 

[0043] FIG. 11 is a front elevation vieW of the hand-held 
accessory to FIG. 7 illustrating the hand-held accessory 
With the front ?ap in a closed position; 














