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CAMERA 

[0001] This application is based upon and claims priority 
of Japanese Patent Application No.2002-114831 ?led on 
Apr. 17, 2002, the contents being incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates to a camera capable 
of automatic focusing by a contrast method. 

[0004] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0005] In this ?eld of the art, as one of Ways of automatic 
focus adjustment for use in a camera, there is a 
so-called contrast method. According to this method, an 
object is picked up by an imaging element such as CCD or 
so and an in-focus position is determined by using an 
imaging signal in a focus detection area. More speci?cally, 
a component of a given spatial frequency band is extracted 
from an imaging signal Within a given focus detection area 
by a band pass ?lter and by integrating a component’s 
absolute value, focus evaluation value is calculated. This 
focus evaluation value is an amount that corresponds to a 
contrast of a focus detection area and the higher a contrast 
is, the higher the value is. In vieW of the fact that the closer 
a focus lens is to an in-focus position, the higher a contrast 
of an object becomes, detects a position shoWing a peak 
value of focus evaluation value is detected and judged to be 
an in-focus position and then a focusing optical system is 
driven to the in-focus position. As one of Ways to detect a 
peak value position, a focus lens is driven to scan from a 
point at in?nity aWay to a point at a closest distance aWay or 
vice-versa and While scanning, every time a focus lens 
moves by a given movement pitch, each focus evaluation 
value is calculated respectively and each calculated value is 
also memoriZed respectively and then, by evaluating a 
plurality of memoriZed each focus evaluation value, a peak 
value position is obtained (a scan method). 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] In a scan method, a ?ne scan by making a move 
ment pitch of a focus lens small enables to detect a peak 
value position (an in-focus position) With high accuracy. 
HoWever, a ?ne scanning inevitably invites an increase in 
the number of calculations of focus evaluation values, Which 
Would take much time to scan and lead to a decrease in AF 
speed. It is an object of this invention to provide a camera 
enabling to become compatible With an enhanced accuracy 
and a high speed in an AF operation. 

[0007] In order to achieve the object, according to claim 1 
set forth in this invention, there is provided a camera Which 
includes an imaging element that receives transmitted light 
of an imaging optical system including a focus lens, a 
calculator that calculates focus evaluation value varying in 
response to a status of a focusing adjustment of the focus 
lens based upon an output of photoelectric conversion of the 
imaging element, a scan driving that scans the focus lens in 
a single direction along an optical aXis in obtaining a focus 
point, a detector that detects an absolute position of the focus 
lens, a pitch determiner that determines a lens movement 
pitch deciding timing to obtain the focus evaluation value at 
a given interval in response to a detection output of the 
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detector during the scan driving, a controller that obtains the 
focus evaluation value by activating the calculator every 
time the focus lens moves by the determined lens movement 
pitch during the scan driving and a focusing adjuster that 
seeks a focus point by evaluating a plurality of focus 
evaluation values obtained by the controller and drives the 
focus lens to the focus point. 

[0008] According to claim 2 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 1, Wherein, 
in a case of the lens position detected by the detector being 
included in a given range, the pitch determiner makes the 
movement pitch small as compared to a case of the lens 
position being included in another range other than the given 
range. According to claim 3 set forth in this invention, there 
is provided the camera disclosed in claim 2, Wherein the 
given range is narroW in comparison to another range other 
than the given range. 

[0009] According to claim 4 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 2, Wherein 
the given range is adjacent to a start or a ?nish point of the 
scan driving. 

[0010] According to claim 5 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 2, Wherein 
the pitch determiner determines the movement pitch in 
response to the output of the detector and a focal length of 
the imaging optical system and the longer the focal length is, 
the smaller the movement pitch is made. 

[0011] According to claim 6 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 5, Wherein 
the longer the focal length is, the narroWer the given range 
is made. 

[0012] According to claim 7 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 2, Wherein 
the pitch determiner determines the movement pitch in 
response to the output of the detector and f-number of the 
imaging optical system and the greater the f-number is, the 
larger the movement pitch is made. 

[0013] According to claim 8 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 7, Wherein 
the greater the f-number is, the broader the given range is 
made. 

[0014] According to claim 9 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 1, Wherein, 
in a case of the detected lens position being included in the 
given range, the pitch determiner makes the movement pitch 
large as compared to the case of the lens position being 
included in another range other than the given range. 

[0015] According to claim 10 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 1, Wherein 
a close and long distance shooting modes are settable and in 
the close distance shooting mode, in a case of the detected 
lens position being included in a given range at a close 
distance aWay, the pitch determiner makes the movement 
pitch small as compared to a case of the detected lens 
position being included in another range other than the given 
range at a close distance aWay and in the long distance 
shooting mode, in a case of the detected lens position being 
included in a given range at a long distance aWay, the pitch 
determiner makes the movement pitch small as compared to 
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a case of the detected lens position being included in another 
range other than the given range at a long distance aWay. 

[0016] According to claim 11 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 10, Wherein 
the close distance mode includes a portrait and close-up 
shooting modes and the long distance mode includes a 
scenic and night scenery shooting modes. 

[0017] According to claim 12 set forth in this invention, 
there is provided the camera disclosed in claim 10, Wherein 
the scan driving scans the taking-lens from either in?nity 
end or a closest distance end to the other end. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0018] FIG. 1 is a block diagram shoWing a control 
system of a digital still camera of an embodiment in accor 
dance With this invention. 

[0019] FIG. 2 is a diagram explaining a scanning control 
of a ?rst embodiment in accordance With this invention. 

[0020] FIG. 3 is a How chart illustrating an example of a 
processing procedure of a scanning control in FIG. 2. 

[0021] FIG. 4 is a diagram explaining a scanning control 
in a second embodiment. 

[0022] FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating an example a 
scanning control in FIG. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0023] A ?rst embodiment of this invention is explained 
by referring to FIGS. 1-3. 

[0024] FIG.1 is a function block diagram of a digital still 
camera according to an embodiment of this invention. A?ux 
of light of an object transmitted through imaging optical 
system 101 passes through diaphragm 102 and is formed on 
a light sensing plane of imaging element 103. Imaging 
element 103 is a photoelectric conversion imaging element 
Which outputs an electric signal corresponding to a light 
intensity of an object image formed on a light sensing plane 
and as a photoelectric conversion imaging element, a solid 
state imaging element such as CCD or MOS (Metal-Oxide 
Semiconductor) is used. An imaging signal that is an output 
of solid-state imaging element 103 is input into analog 
signal processing circuit 104 Where a processing of a cor 
related dual sampling (CDS) and so are performed. 

[0025] Once an imaging signal processed by analog signal 
processing circuit 104 is converted into a digital signal, 
buffer memory 105 stores the digital signal temporarily. 
Buffer memory 105 is a frame memory capable of storing as 
many image data as plural frames. Data stored into buffer 
memory 105 is read out by digital signal processing circuit 
106 Where several image processing such as a contour 
compensation, gamma control and so on are performed. 
Digital signal processing circuit 106 includes a several 
signal processing circuits such as a gain control circuit, 
brightness signal creation circuit, color difference creation 
circuit and so Which are controlled by CPU 112. 

[0026] Once data digitally processed is stored again into 
buffer memory 105, the digital data is stored into outside 
storage medium 111 such as a memory card and like via 
record/reproduction signal processing circuit 110. In a case 
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Where an image data is stored in outside storage medium 
111, an image data is generally compressed in a given 
compression method, for example, a JPEG method. Record/ 
reproduction signal processing circuit 110 is responsible for 
a processing of a data compression (ex. JPEG) When storing 
an image data into outside storage medium 111 and a data 
extension When reading out a compressed image data from 
outside storage medium 111. An interface for use in a data 
communication With outside storage medium 111 is also 
included in record/reproduction signal processing circuit 
110. Monitor 109 is a liquid crystal display unit for use in 
shoWing a photographed image and also reproducing an 
image data stored into outside storage medium 111. In a case 
Where an image is displayed on monitor 109, an image data 
stored into buffer memory 105 is read out and D/A converter 
108 converts from a digital image data to an analog image 
data. Then, an image is displayed on monitor 109 With this 
analog image signal. 
[0027] Displaying an object image picked up by imaging 
element 103 on monitor 109 takes tWo forms. One display 
form is such a case Where a release operation is not per 
formed and an object image being repeatedly picked up by 
imaging element 103 is successively displayed on a monitor 
by updating a picked-up object image, being called a 
through image. Another form is a so-called freeZe image that 
displays an image picked up by imaging element 103 for a 
given period of time after releasing a camera shutter. 

[0028] CPU 112 has AE calculation unit 1121 performing 
an automatic exposure calculation based upon an imaging 
signal from imaging element 103, AWB calculation unit 
1122 calculating a coefficient of a White balance adjustment 
and a focus detection unit consisting of band pass ?lter 
(hereafter called BPS) 1124, evaluation value calculation 
unit 1125 and AF calculation unit 1126. BPF 1124 extracts 
a high-frequency component With a given frequency band 
from an imaging signal Within a focus detection area pro 
vided in a taking-image area. In a case Where a plurality of 
focus detection areas are provided, a signal per each focus 
detection area is read out in order and an extraction pro 
cessing per each focus detection area is performed by BPS 
1124. An example With one focus detection area Will be 
explained beloW. An output of BPS 1124 is input into 
evaluation value calculation unit 1125 and focus evaluation 
value is calculated by integrating an absolute value of a 
high-frequency component. AF calculation unit 1126 per 
forms AF calculation based upon focus evaluation value and 
acknoWledges an in-focus position. Details of AF calcula 
tion Will be explained later. CPU 112 drives a stepping motor 
used for focusing (not shoWn here) via driver 113 based 
upon a calculation result output by AF calculation unit 1126 
and moves a focus lens constituting imaging optical system 
101 toWards an in-focus position along an optical axis. Also, 
CPU 112 stores the foregoing focus evaluation value and a 
position of a focus lens at detecting focus evaluation value 
and is provided With storage unit 1128 for storing data for 
use in other calculations or so. Timer 1127 is generally 
called a halfWay-depress timer and it starts counting When a 
halfWay-depress operation of a release button is released and 
immediately after a ?rst in-focus position is obtained after a 
poWer is turned on. Imaging optical system 101 includes 
also a Zoom lens and driver 113 drives this Zoom lens. Also, 
driver 114 drives diaphragm 102 in accordance With an 
instruction of CPU 112 and driver 115 controls timing to 
extract a signal from imaging element 103. Lens position 
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detection unit 150 detects an absolute position of a focus 
lens and for instance, a known distance encoder provided on 
a lens barrel is used. Or, a lens position may be detected by 
counting a number of pulses of a stepping motor for focus 
ing. Operation unit 116 connected to CPU 112 includes 
poWer sWitch 1161 to turn on or off a camera, halfWay 
depress sWitch 1163 to sWitch on by halfWay depressing a 
release button, full-depress sWitch 1162 to turn on by fully 
depressing a release button and setting button 1164 for 
selecting a shooting mode and the like. There are a normal, 
a scenic, a portrait, a sports, a close-up and a night scenery 
modes as a shooting mode set by setting button 1164 and a 
Way of determining an exposure value is different according 
to each shooting mode. CPU 112 sets any of shooting modes 
in response to an operation of setting button 1164. 

[0029] Next, a contrast AF control according to this 
embodiment is detailed. A contrast method pays attention to 
a correlation betWeen a degree of an image blur and a 
contrast and then a focusing is performed by utiliZing the 
correlation that a contrast of an image becomes at the 
maximum When the image is sharply formed. A siZe of a 
contrast can be evaluated by a siZe of a high-frequency 
component of an imaging signal. That is, a high-frequency 
component of an imaging signal is extracted by BPF 1124 
and let What an absolute value of a high-frequency compo 
nent is integrated at evaluation value calculation unit 1125 
be focus evaluation value. This focus evaluation value is 
amount varying in response to a contrast of an image, in 
other Words, a status of a focus adjustment of a focus lens 
and it becomes at the maximum value (peak value) When an 
object comes to focus and a contrast becomes at the maxi 
mum. 

[0030] To look for a lens position With a peak value of 
focus evaluation value, this embodiment employs a so 
called full range scan. As shoWn in FIG. 2(a), for example, 
this scan method drives a focus lens from in?nity point to a 
closest distance point in a single direction and during a scan 
driving, the foregoing focus evaluation values are obtained 
and then an obtained each value is stored every time a focus 
lens moves by a given movement pitch. The marks O and X 
denote a point to seek focus evaluation value. After a scan 
driving, a peak position Will be obtained by analysis of a 
plurality of stored focus evaluation values and it Will be 
acknoWledged as an in-focus position. A scanning may start 
from a closest distance point to in?nity point. 

[0031] Well, When it comes to a detection of a peak 
position, by making a movement pitch of a focus lens small, 
the ?ner a scanning is, the more accurate detection of a peak 
position becomes. HoWever, even When a movement pitch is 
relatively large, a peak position can be detected With relative 
high accuracy if suf?cient focus evaluation data in the 
vicinity of a peak position are available. What matters is a 
case Where there is no suf?cient data either before or after a 
peak position. 

[0032] FIG. 2, for example, shoWs an example that a peak 
of focus evaluation value is close to in?nity point Where a 
scan starts. In this case, When a movement pitch is large as 
illustrated by P2 of FIG. 2, since suf?cient data covering 
from a peak position to in?nity point is not available, it 
becomes dif?cult to obtain a peak position With high accu 
racy. Also, similarly When a peak position is adjacent to a 
closest distance point Where a scan ?nishes, as data covering 
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from a peak position to a closest distance point is not 
suf?cient, a peak position cannot be accurately detected. 

[0033] Thus, in accordance With this embodiment, move 
ment pitches P1 (<P2) (spacing betWeen O) of range E1 
nearby in?nity point and range E3 close to a closest distance 
point are made relatively small. With this pitch arrangement, 
a ?ne scanning can be performed due to a small movement 
pitch in ranges E1 and E3. And even When a peak position 
is nearby in?nity point or a closest distance point, as 
suf?cient data in front of and at the back of a peak position 
can be obtained, a peak position can be detected With high 
accuracy. on the other hand, middle range E2 occupying the 
space in betWeen ranges E1 and E3 is provided With rela 
tively large movement pitch P2 (spacing betWeen In a 
case of a peak position being in this range, a peak position 
may be detected With relatively good accuracy as suf?cient 
data in front of and at the back of a peak value is available, 
although a scanning becomes rough thanks to a large move 
ment pitch. 

[0034] Accordingly, this embodiment does not make a 
movement pitch small throughout a focus detection area, but 
makes it small only at a necessary portion. Thus, no matter 
Where a peak position is, a peak position (in-focus position) 
can be detected accurately Without signi?cantly sloWing 
doWn a scanning. Namely, this embodiment enables an AF 
operation to become compatible With high accuracy and 
high speed. Particularly, it enables a scanning speed in 
ranges E1 and E3 to become faster as even a total of small 
movement pitches of E1 and E3 is still narroW in comparison 
to a large movement pitch of range E2. FIG. 3 is a flow chart 
shoWing a control procedure of CPU 112 to realiZe the 
foregoing operation. In step S1, When AF start sWitch (ex. a 
halfWay-depress sWitch) is turned on, a focus lens moves up 
to either in?nity end or a closest distance end in step S2. This 
end becomes a scanning start point and it is assumed that it 
is in?nity point herein. 

[0035] And then, until a lens reaches the another end (a 
closest distance end) in step S9, a processing is repeatedly 
performed from steps S3 to S8. In step S3, of imaging 
signals output by imaging element 103, a high-frequency 
component of the signal coming out of focus detection area 
is extracted by BPF 1124 and focus evaluation value is 
obtained by integrating absolute value of a high-frequency 
component at evaluation value calculation unit 1125. Focus 
evaluation value is stored into storage unit 1128 of CPU 112. 
In step S4, a present lens position detected from an output 
of lens position detection unit 150 is stored into storage unit 
1128 just like focus evaluation value. In step S5, Which 
range a lens position belongs to E1, E2 or E3 is judged. 
When it belongs to range E1 or E3, let a movement pitch be 
P1 in step S6 and When it is included in range E2, let a 
movement pitch be P2 (>P1) in step S7. Well then, in step 
S8, a focus lens moves toWards a closest distance end by P 
and then a How proceeds to S9. in the foregoing step S8, 
Whether a focus lens moves by P may be judged by counting 
a pulse of, for instance, stepping motor for focusing and 
When counted pulses amount to a given number, it may be 
concluded that the focus lens moves by P. When P=P1, a 
given number of pulses may be less than that of P=P2. Or let 
a given number of pulses be ?xed, the similar operation may 
be realiZed by making a moving speed of a focus lens in 
ranges E1 and E3 loWer than in range E2. In step S9, When 
it is judged that a focus lens reaches a closest distance end, 
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a scanning ?nishes and in step S10, AF calculation is 
performed by AF calculation unit 1126. In step S11, it is 
judged Whether or not a peak is detected by AF calculation 
and When a peak is detected, a focus lens is driven to a peak 
position. Or, When a peak is not detected, as detection 
becomes impossible, in step S13, a focus lens is driven to a 
predetermined given position. In the meantime, a ?uctuating 
curve of focus evaluation value in response to a lens position 
varies With depth of ?eld. In a case Where depth of ?eld is 
shalloW, as a curve becomes sharp, a ?ne scanning is 
required to get a peak position accurately compared to a case 
Where a curve is gentle. And When a focal length of a lens 
that is one of factors determining depth of ?eld is paid 
attention to, it is conceivable that the longer a focal length 
(depth of ?eld is shalloW) is, the smaller lens movement 
pitches P1 and P2 are made. In a case of a Zoom lens, for 
instance, a movement pitch may be variable coupling With 
a Zooming. And in a case of a camera With an interchange 

able lens, a movement pitch may be changeable in response 
to a focal length of a loaded lens. 

[0036] Further, f-number (maximum aperture) has an 
effect on depth of ?eld. Generally, as an imaging signal for 
use in AF is picked up at the maXimum aperture, When 
looking at f-number maXimum aperture of an imaging 
optical system, it is conceivable that the larger the f-number 
(a sloW lens) is, the larger movement pitches P1 and P2 are 
made. This is attributable to a correlation that the larger the 
f-number is, the greater depth of ?eld gets. Even if move 
ment pitches P1 and P2 may vary With a focal length or 
f-number as in the foregoing, a relation of P1<P2 is alWays 
maintained. As shoWn in FIG. 2(b), hoWever, Width of 
ranges E1 and E3 may be changed subject to a focal length 
or f-number. For instance, the longer a focal length is, the 
narroWer ranges E1 and E3 each may be made toWards 
in?nity point and a closest distance point respectively and 
the broader middle range E2 may be made. That is, When a 
focal length is long, as a movement pitch becomes narroW 
throughout an overall range, highly accurate peak detection 
becomes possible even if, among them, ranges E1 and E3 
With narroW movement pitches get further narroWed. And 
With narroWed ranges E1 and E3, a high speed scanning can 
be also realiZed. Also, the larger f-number is, the broader the 
movement pitches of ranges E1 and E3 may be made. The 
reason is that When f-number is large, as movement pitch 
becomes broader throughout an overall range, accuracy for 
detecting a peak position decreases unless movement pitches 
of ranges E1 and E3 are made broader. 

[0037] CPU 112 of the foregoing embodiment constitutes 
a calculator, a pitch determiner and a controller, and CPU 
112 and driver 113 each constitutes a scan driving and a 
focusing adjuster, and lens position detector 150 constitutes 
a detector. 

[0038] According to FIGS. 4 and 5, a second embodiment 
of this invention Will be explained. The foregoing has 
introduced the eXample that the lens movement pitches 
nearby in?nity point and a closest distance point are made 
small. HoWever, a second embodiment describes another 
eXample that in response to a shooting mode, a range of 
making a movement pitch small is changed. AnyWay, it is 
assumed that a con?guration of a control system is the same 
as that of the foregoing embodiment (FIG. 1). 

[0039] As described in the foregoing, there are several 
shooting modes and of them, a scenic and night scenery 
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modes are for shooting an object at a relatively long distance 
aWay and they are called a long distance shooting mode. 
When a scanning across an overall range is performed in a 
long distance mode, only a long distant area Where a major 
object is most likely to eXist may be scanned very ?nely and 
on the contrary, a relative close distant area Where a possi 
bility of presence of an object is loW may be done roughly. 
In the meanWhile, a portrait mode and close-up modes are 
for photographing an object at a relatively close distance 
aWay and they are called a close distance shooting mode. 
When a scanning across an overall range is performed in a 
close distance mode, only a close distant area Where a major 
object is most likely to eXist may be scanned very ?nely and 
a relative long distant area Where a possibility of presence of 
an object is loW may be done roughly. In accordance With 
this invention, When a long distance mode is set, as shoWn 
in FIG. 4, range E11 covering from in?nity point to a point 
falling short of a closest distant point is provided With 
relative small movement pitch P11 and a range from the 
point falling short of a closest distant point to a closest 
distance end is provided With large movement pitch P12 
(>P11). When a close distance mode is set, range E12 
covering from a closest distant point to a point falling short 
of in?nity point is provided With movement pitch P11 and a 
range covering from the point falling short of in?nity point 
to in?nity point is provided With movement pitch P12. 

[0040] For realiZing the foregoing control, steps S5-S7 of 
FIG. 3 may be replaced With steps S21-S27 of FIG. 5. 
Speci?cally, When a lens position is detected in step S4 of 
FIG. 3, a How proceeds to S21 of FIG. 5 and then a current 
shooting mode in use is judged. If a shooting mode is in a 
long distance, a How proceeds to step S22 and Which range 
includes a lens position is judged from an output of lens 
position detection unit 150. When a lens position belongs to 
range E11, in step S23, movement pitch P is P11 and When 
it does not belong to range E11, in step S24, movement pitch 
P is P12 (>P11). 

[0041] In step S21, When a shooting mode is judged to be 
a close distance mode, it is judged in step S25 Which range 
includes a current lens position. If range E12 does, in step 
S26, movement pitch P is P11 and When a current lens 
position is not in range E12, in step S27, movement pitch P 
is P12. Then, a How proceeds to step S8 of FIG. 3. 

[0042] Also in this embodiment just like the ?rst embodi 
ment, a movement pitch of only a necessary portion is made 
small and a movement pitch of another portion is made 
large. Therefore, this embodiment enables a high accuracy 
and a high speed to be compatible With an AF operation. 

[0043] NoW, a Way of setting a movement pitch in 
response to a lens position can be determined With several 
conditions other than the foregoing. In some instances, 
contrary to the ?rst embodiment, the movement pitches 
adjacent to in?nity and closest points may be made large. 
Also, this embodiment employs tWo-siZe settable movement 
pitches, small and large, but a plurality of siZes in pitch such 
as large, middle and small depending upon a lens position 
may be enabled to be set. 

[0044] Further, this invention has introduced an eXample 
about a scanning across an overall movement range of a 
focus lens as in the foregoing, but only a predetermined 
speci?c part in a movement range of a focus lens may be 
scanned. For eXample, When scanning from in?nity point or 
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a closest one to a given middle point, or from a middle point 
to another middle point, this invention is also applicable. 
This invention has referred to a digital still camera, but may 
go for another camera using a silver halide ?lm. In this case, 
an imaging element used for AF is required. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A camera comprising: 

an imaging element that receives transmitted light of an 
imaging optical system including a focus lens, 

a calculator that calculates focus evaluation value varying 
in response to a status of a focusing adjustment of the 
focus lens based upon an output of photoelectric con 
version of the imaging element, 

a scan driving that scans the focus lens in a single 
direction along an optical aXis in obtaining a focus 
point, 

a detector that detects an absolute position of the focus 
lens, 

a pitch determiner that determines a lens movement pitch 
deciding timing to obtain the focus evaluation value at 
a given interval in response to a detection output of the 
detector during the scan driving, 

a controller that obtains the focus evaluation value by 
activating the calculator every time the focus lens 
moves by the determined lens movement pitch during 
the scan driving and, 

a focusing adjuster that seeks a focus point by evaluating 
a plurality of focus evaluation values obtained by the 
controller and drives the focus lens to the focus point. 

2. The camera set forth in claim 1, Wherein, 

in a case of the lens position detected by the detector 
being included in a given range, the pitch determiner 
makes the movement pitch small as compared to a case 

of the lens position being included in another range 
other than the given range. 

3. The camera set forth in claim 2, Wherein 

the given range is narroW in comparison to another range 
other than the given range. 

4. The camera set forth in claim 2, Wherein 

the given range is adjacent to a start or a ?nish point of the 
scan driving. 

Oct. 23, 2003 

5. The camera set forth in claim 2, Wherein 

the pitch determiner determines the movement pitch in 
response to the output of the detector and a focal length 
of the imaging optical system and the longer the focal 
length is, the smaller the movement pitch is made. 

6. The camera set forth in claim 5, Wherein 

the longer the focal length is, the narroWer the given range 
is made. 

7. The camera set forth in claim 2, Wherein 

the pitch determiner determines the movement pitch in 
response to the output of the detector and f-number of 
the imaging optical system and the greater the f-number 
is, the larger the movement pitch is made. 

8. The camera set forth in claim 7, Wherein 

the greater the f-number is, the broader the given range is 
made. 

9. The camera set forth in claim 1, Wherein, 

in a case of the detected lens position being included in 
the given range, the pitch determiner makes the move 
ment pitch large as compared to the case of the lens 
position being included in another range other than the 
given range. 

10. The camera set forth in claim 1, Wherein 

a close and long distance shooting modes are settable and 

in the close distance shooting mode, in a case of the 
detected lens position being included in a given range 
at a close distance aWay, the pitch determiner makes the 
movement pitch small as compared to a case of the 
detected lens position being included in another range 
other than the given range at a close distance aWay and 

in the long distance shooting mode, in a case of the 
detected lens position being included in a given range 
at a long distance aWay, the pitch determiner makes the 
movement pitch small as compared to a case of the 
detected lens position being included in another range 
other than the given range at a long distance aWay. 

11. The camera set forth in claim 10, Wherein 

the close distance mode includes a portrait and close-up 
shooting modes and the long distance mode includes a 
scenic and night scenery shooting modes. 

12. The camera set forth in claim 1, Wherein 

the scan driving scans the focus lens from either in?nity 
end or a closest distance end to the other end. 

* * * * * 


