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(57) ABSTRACT 

At the point of purchase of the Wedding goWn, the customer 
is provided With a kit Which includes a shipping box, either 
in folded or assembled form, order documents, prepaid 
shipping labels, a plastic bag, sealing tape With a moisture 
activated adhesive layer and instructions. When cleaning 
and preservation is desired, the order documents are ?lled 
out and put into the bag With the goWn. The bag is placed in 
the box. The ?aps of the assembled box are sealed by 
moistening the adhesive layer and applying the tape. The 
shipping labels are applied to the outside of the box and the 
box is shipped to the cleaning and preservation establish 
ment. 
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WEDDING GOWN CLEANING AND 
PRESERVATION SYSTEM 

[0001] The present invention relates to garment cleaning 
and preservation and more particularly to a Wedding gown 
cleaning and preservation system and to the components for 
such a system. 

[0002] A Wedding goWn and associated garments such as 
a veil, headpiece, detachable train may be among the most 
expensive articles of clothing Which a Woman purchases in 
her lifetime. These garments are associated With a special 
occasion and may have important memories associated With 
it. As a consequence, Wedding goWns and associated articles 
are often cherished possessions that are considered to be 
family heirlooms and are handed doWn from one generation 
to the neXt. 

[0003] For those reasons, the proper cleaning and preser 
vation of a Wedding goWn and associated articles after they 
are Worn are of great importance. Because of the siZe and 
delicacy of the dress and of the associated articles, special 
techniques and processes are necessary to protect the goWn 
against yelloWing and deterioration over time. 

[0004] Most retail dry cleaning establishments do not have 
the eXpertise or equipment to properly care for such gar 
ments. Accordingly, many retail dry cleaners Will simply 
package and ship Wedding goWns to specialiZed facilities 
Which have the eXpertise and equipment to perform this 
function. After processing, the goWn is delivered to the retail 
dry cleaner, Who Will then return it to the customer. 

[0005] Often, customers do not even knoW that a retailer 
dry cleaner is capable of providing this service. They may 
not trust the retail dry cleaner to perform the service 
adequately, given the delicate nature, large siZe and high cost 
of the garments, as Well as the sentimental value. 

[0006] Further, the retail dry cleaner in this situation acts 
only as a conduit or “middle-man” for the transaction 
betWeen the customer and the establishment Which performs 
the Work. For this, the retail dry cleaner collects a fee, 
Without adding any value to the transaction. Accordingly, the 
presence of the retail dry cleaner simply raises the cost to the 
customer With any bene?t to the customer. 

[0007] My invention is a system Which makes the cleaning 
and preservation of the Wedding goWn and associated 
articles easier and less expensive for the customer by 
providing the customer, at the time and place of purchase of 
the garments, With information as to hoW to have the 
garments cleaned and preserved by those capable of eXpertly 
performing this service. At the same time, the customer is 
provided With everything needed to safely package and ship 
her garments, in kit form, along With easy to folloW instruc 
tions. 

[0008] The kit provided to the customer at the point of a 
purchase of the goWn includes a shipping boX and prepaid 
shipping label. The shipping boX may come in folded form, 
requiring the customer to unfold and assemble the boX. 
Whether the boX requires assembly or not, prior to shipping, 
the ?aps on the top of the boX must be sealed after the goWn 
and associated articles are placed in the boX. 

[0009] The kit includes one or more strips of tape to 
complete the assembly of the boX, if required and seal the 
top ?aps to close the boX, Whether or not assembly of the boX 
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is required. Conventionally, sealing tape of this nature is 
provided With a layer of adhesive protected by a removeable 
cover sheet. The cover sheet must be removed prior to 
applying the tape. 

[0010] I have found that providing the tape strips With a 
removeable cover sheet sometimes presents a dif?culty to 
the consumer. Accordingly, in the present invention, I have 
eliminated the cover sheet and provided tape strips coated 
With a moisture activated adhesive. Those tape strips are 
easier for the customer to apply. All that is necessary is that 
the adhesive layer be moistened and the tape be placed on 
the boX in the appropriate location. To make this even easier 
for the customer, the boX has indicia on it directing the 
customer as to What locations on the boX require tape. Thus, 
the customer need only look at the boX, moisten the adhesive 
and place the tape on the boX in the locations indicated. 

[0011] For simplicity sake, We use the term “Wedding 
goWn” to include Wedding garments of any kind, including 
goWns and dresses and all associated items, such as the veil, 
headpiece, detachable train and the like. Thus, the term 
“Wedding goWn” as used throughout this speci?cation 
should be construed in its broadest sense. 

[0012] It is, therefore, a prime object of the present 
invention to provide a Wedding goWn cleaning and preser 
vation system. 

[0013] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation system 
in the form of a kit designed to be provided to the customer 
at the point of purchase of the goWn. 

[0014] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation system 
Wherein the customer deals directly With the facility pro 
viding the services, eliminating the cost of the retail dry 
cleaning middle-man. 

[0015] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation system 
in Which the customer is provided With all components 
necessary to package and ship the garments, along With 
prepaid shipping labels and easy to understand instructions. 

[0016] In accordance With one aspect of the present inven 
tion, a Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation method is 
provided. The method includes the steps of providing a kit 
to the customer at the point of purchase of the goWn. The kit 
contains a shipping boX, order and shipping documents, a 
bag, sealing tape With a moisture activated adhesive layer 
and instructions. The customer ?lls out the order and ship 
ping documents. Then the order documents and the Wedding 
goWn are placed in the bag. The boX is assembled. The bag 
is placed in the boX. The assembled boX is sealed by 
moistening and applying the sealing tape. The shipping 
documents are applied to the boX. The boX is shipped to the 
cleaning and preservation establishment. 

[0017] In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, a Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation 
method is provided. The method includes the steps of 
providing an assembled shipping boX to the customer at the 
point of purchase of the Wedding goWn. The boX contains 
order and shipping documents, a bag, sealing tape With a 
moisture activated adhesive layer and instructions. The 
customer ?lls out the order and shipping documents. The 
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Wedding gown and order form are placed in the bag. The bag 
is placed in the box. The box is sealed by moistening and 
applying the sealing tape. The shipping documents are 
applied to the box. The box is then shipped to the cleaning 
and preservation establishment. 

[0018] In accordance With another object of the present 
invention, a Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation ship 
ping kit is provided. The kit includes a shipping box, order 
and shipping documents, a bag, sealing tape With a moisture 
activated adhesive layer and instructions. The kit is provided 
to the customer at the point of purchase of the goWn. The 
customer ?lls out the order and shipping documents. The 
Wedding goWn and order form are placed in the bag. The bag 
is placed in the box. The box is sealed by moistening and 
applying the sealing tap. The shipping documents are 
applied to the box. The box is shipped to the cleaning and 
preservation establishment. 

[0019] The box may be pre-assembled. Alternately, the 
box may be provided in folded form. 

[0020] To these and such other objects of Which may 
hereinafter appear, the present invention relates to a Wedding 
goWn cleaning and preservation system as described in 
detail in the folloWing speci?cation and recited in the 
annexed claims, taken together With the accompanying 
draWing Which is a How diagram schematically shoWing the 
steps of the method of the present invention and the various 
components of the kit provided the customer to practice the 
present invention. 

[0021] As illustrated in the draWing, the kit of components 
is provided to the bride at the point of purchase of the goWn, 
generally designated A. This may be a bridal store or a retail 
clothing store Which sells Wedding goWns and related items. 
The store may charge the customer extra for the kit or may 
include the cost of the kit as a part of the price of the goWn. 

[0022] The kit includes a cardboard shipping box 10. Box 
10 may be provided in collapsed or folder form, in a shrink 
Wrap covering. Alternatively, the box may be provided in 
assembled form, With the top unsealed. 

[0023] In either case, enclosed Within box 10 are easy to 
folloW instructions 12, an order document 14, a prepaid 
shipping label 16 and a transparent plastic bag 18, strips of 
sealing tape 20 With a moisture activated adhesive layer are 
also provided to seal the box for shipping. Further, stickers 
22 for indicating areas on the garment Which require stain 
removal may be provided. 

[0024] When the goWn is ready for processing, the cus 
tomer ?lls out the order form 14, Which is provided in 
triplicate With White, yelloW and pink copies, and the 
pre-paid shipping label 16, With the customer name, address, 
etc. Stain stickers 22 are placed on the goWn in the areas 
Which require special attention. 

[0025] The goWn is then placed in the plastic bag 18. The 
White and yelloW copies of the order documents 14 are also 
placed in the bag. Bag 18 is closed With a tWist tie, also 
provided. Next, if box 10 is not preassembled, the box is 
unfolded and assembled. The adhesive layer on the strips of 
sealing tape 20 is moistened and the strips of tape 20 are 
applied to the box in areas Which are indicated on the surface 
of the box. 
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[0026] Bag 18 is placed in the assembled box. The top 
?aps of the box are then sealed by moistening and applying 
a strip of tape 20. 

[0027] The prepaid shipping label 16 has a tracking num 
ber on it, preferably on a removeable portion. That portion 
is removed and placed on the pink copy of the order 
document 14. Alternately, the customer may Write the track 
ing number on the pink order document copy. The customer 
keeps the pink copy of the order document, With the tracking 
number, for her records. 

[0028] The backing of shipping label 16 is removed by 
peeling it from the label and the label is af?xed to box A. The 
box is then brought to the shipper, as indicated by arroW 24, 
such as Mail Boxes, Etc. or other mailing facility. If a courier 
or a shipper such as UPS or Fed Ex is used, a pick up may 
be arranged or the box may be dropped off at the appropriate 
facility. 
[0029] Processing the garment takes about ten to ?fteen 
business days. After processing is complete, the cleaned and 
preserved goWn is delivered to the customer’s home in a 
storage container, Which may include a transparent WindoW, 
so the goWn can be inspected upon receipt. 

[0030] It should noW be appreciated that the present 
invention relates to a system for cleaning and preserving a 
Wedding goWn and to the components for such a system. The 
present invention provides the customer With easy to under 
stand and folloW instructions as to hoW to package and ship 
her goWn directly to the cleaning and preservation facility 
and all of the necessary components to do so, including 
prepaid shipping documents and moisture activated sealing 
tape strips. It permits the customer to bypass the retail dry 
cleaner middle-man, saving time and costs. 

[0031] While only a limited number of preferred embodi 
ments of the present invention have been disclosed herein, 
it is obvious that many variations and modi?cations could be 
made thereto. It is intended to cover all of these variations 
and modi?cations Which fall Within the scope of the present 
invention, as recited in the folloWing claims: 

1. A Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a kit to the customer at the point of purchase of 
the goWn, the kit containing shipping box, order and 
shipping documents, a bag, sealing tape With a moisture 
activated adhesive layer and instructions; 

?lling out the order and shipping documents; 

placing the order documents and Wedding goWn in the 
bag; 

assembling the box; 

placing the bag in the box; 

sealing the assembled box by moistening the adhesive 
layer and applying the sealing applying the shipping 
documents to the box; and 

shipping the box to the cleaning and preservation estab 
lishment. 

2. A Wedding goWn cleaning and preservation method 
comprising the steps of: 
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providing an assembled shipping boX to the customer at 
the point of purchase of the Wedding gown, the boX 
containing order and shipping documents, a bag, seal 
ing tape With a moisture activated adhesive layer and 
instructions; 

?lling out the order and shipping documents; 

placing the order documents and Wedding goWn in the 
bag; 

placing the bag in the boX; 

sealing the boX by moistening the adhesive layer and 
applying the sealing tape; 

applying the shipping documents to the boX; and 

shipping the boX to the cleaning and preservation estab 
lishment. 

3. AWedding goWn cleaning and preservation shipping kit 
comprising a shipping boX, order and shipping documents, 
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a bag, sealing tape With a moisture activated adhesive layer 
and instructions, the kit being provided to the customer at 
the point of purchase of the goWn, Wherein the customer ?lls 
out the order and shipping documents, places the order 
documents and the Wedding goWn in the bag; places the bag 
in the boX, seals the boX by moistening the adhesive layer 
and applying the sealing tape, applies the shipping docu 
ments to the boX and ships the boX to the cleaning and 
preservation establishment. 

4. The kit of claim 3 Wherein the boX is pre-assembled. 

5. The kit of claim 3 further comprising stickers to be 
placed on the goWn to indicate areas Which require special 
treatment. 

6. The kit of claim 3 Wherein said tape is provided in 
strips. 


