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(57) ABSTRACT 

The sequences of nucleic acids encoding proteins required 
for E. coli proliferation are disclosed. The nucleic acids can 
be used to express proteins or portions thereof, to obtain 
antibodies capable of speci?cally binding to the expressed 
proteins, and to use those expressed proteins as a screen to 
isolate candidate molecules for rational drug discovery 
programs. The nucleic acids can also be used to screen for 
homologous genes that are required for proliferation in 
microorganisms other than E. Coli. The nucleic acids can 
also be used to design expression vectors and secretion 
vectors. The nucleic acids of the present invention can also 
be used in various assay systems to screen for proliferation 
required genes in other organisms as Well as to screen for 
antimicrobial agents. 
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GENES ESSENTIAL FOR MICROBIAL 
PROLIFERATION AND ANTISENSE THERETO 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a division of copending US. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/711,164, entitled GENES 
ESSENTIAL FOR MICROBIAL PROLIFERATION AND 
ANTISENSE THERETO, ?led Nov. 9, 2002, Which claims 
priority from US. Provisional Patent Application No. 
60/164,415, entitled GENES ESSENTIAL FOR MICRO 
BIAL PROLIFERATION AND ANTISENSE THERETO, 
?led Nov. 9, 1999, the disclosures of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference in there entireties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Since the discovery of penicillin, the use of anti 
biotics to treat the ravages of bacterial infections has saved 
millions of lives. With the advent of these “miracle drugs,” 
for a time it Was popularly believed that humanity might, 
once and for all, be saved from the scourge of bacterial 
infections. In fact, during the 1980s and early 1990s, many 
large pharmaceutical companies cut back or eliminated 
antibiotics research and development. They believed that 
infectious disease caused by bacteria ?nally had been con 
quered and that markets for neW drugs Were limited. Unfor 
tunately, this belief Was overly optimistic. 

[0003] The tide is beginning to turn in favor of the bacteria 
as reports of drug resistant bacteria become more frequent. 
The United States Centers for Disease Control announced 
that one of the most poWerful knoWn antibiotics, vancomy 
cin, Was unable to treat an infection of the common Staphy 
l0c0ccus aureus (staph). This organism is commonly found 
in our environment and is responsible for many nosocomial 
infections. The import of this announcement becomes clear 
When one considers that vancomycin Was used for years to 
treat infections caused by stubborn strains of bacteria, like 
staph. In short, the bacteria are becoming resistant to our 
most poWerful antibiotics. If this trend continues, it is 
conceivable that We Will return to a time When What are 
presently considered minor bacterial infections are fatal 
diseases. 

[0004] There are a number of causes for the predicament 
in Which practitioners of medical arts ?nd themselves. 
Over-prescription and improper prescription habits by some 
physicians have caused an indiscriminate increase in the 
availability of antibiotics to the public. The patient is also 
partly responsible, for even in instances Where an antibiotic 
is the appropriate treatment, patients Will often improperly 
use the drug, the result being yet another population of 
bacteria that is resistant, in Whole or in part, to traditional 
antibiotics. 

[0005] The bacterial scourges that have haunted humanity 
remain, in spite of the development of modern scienti?c 
practices to deal With the diseases that they cause. Drug 
resistant bacteria are noW advancing on the health of human 
ity. A neW generation of antibiotics to once again deal With 
the pending health threat that bacteria present is required. 

Discovery of NeW Antibiotics 

[0006] As more and more bacterial strains become resis 
tant to the panel of available antibiotics, neW compounds are 
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required. In the past, practitioners of pharmacology Would 
have to rely upon traditional methods of drug discovery to 
generate novel, safe and ef?cacious compounds for the 
treatment of disease. Traditional drug discovery methods 
involve blindly testing potential drug candidate-molecules, 
often selected at random, in the hope that one might prove 
to be an effective treatment for some disease. The process is 
painstaking and laborious, With no guarantee of success. 
Today, the average cost to discover and develop a neW drug 
is nearly US $500 million, and the average time is 15 years 
from laboratory to patient. Improving this process, even 
incrementally, Would represent a huge advance in the gen 
eration of novel antimicrobial agents. 

[0007] NeWly emerging practices in drug discovery utiliZe 
a number of biochemical techniques to provide for directed 
approaches to creating neW drugs, rather than discovering 
them at random. For eXample, gene sequences and proteins 
encoded thereby that are required for the proliferation of an 
organism make for eXcellent targets since eXposure of bac 
teria to compounds active against these targets Would result 
in the inactivation of the organism. Once a target is identi 
?ed, biochemical analysis of that target can be used to 
discover or to design molecules that interact With and alter 
the functions of the target. Using physical and computational 
techniques, to analyZe structural and biochemical targets in 
order to derive compounds that interact With a target is 
called rational drug design and offers great future potential. 
Thus, emerging drug discovery practices use molecular 
modeling techniques, combinatorial chemistry approaches, 
and other means to produce and screen and/or design large 
numbers of candidate compounds. 

[0008] Nevertheless, While this approach to drug discov 
ery is clearly the Way of the future, problems remain. For 
eXample, the initial step of identifying molecular targets for 
investigation can be an extremely time consuming task. It 
may also be difficult to design molecules that interact With 
the target by using computer modeling techniques. Further 
more, in cases Where the function of the target is not knoWn 
or is poorly understood, it may be dif?cult to design assays 
to detect molecules that interact With and alter the functions 
of the target. To improve the rate of novel drug discovery 
and development, methods of identifying important molecu 
lar targets in pathogenic microorganisms and methods for 
identifying molecules that interact With and alter the func 
tions of such molecular targets are urgently required. 

[0009] Escherichia coli represents an eXcellent model 
system to understand bacterial biochemistry and physiology. 
The estimated 4288 genes scattered along the 4.6><106 base 
pairs of the Escherichia coli c0li) chromosome offer 
tremendous promise for the understanding of bacterial bio 
chemical processes. In turn, this knoWledge Will assist in the 
development of neW tools for the diagnosis and treatment of 
bacteria-caused human disease. The entire E. coli genome 
has been sequenced, and this body of information holds a 
tremendous potential for application to the discovery and 
development of neW antibiotic compounds. Yet, in spite of 
this accomplishment, the general functions or roles of many 
of these genes are still unknoWn. For example, the total 
number of proliferation-required genes contained Within the 
E. coli genome is unknoWn, but has been variously esti 
mated at around 200 to 700 (Armstrong, K. A. and Fan, D. 
P. Essential Genes in the metB-malB Region of Escherichia 
coli K12, 1975, J. Bacteriol. 126: 48-55). 
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[0010] Novel, safe and effective antimicrobial compounds 
are needed in vieW of the rapid rise of antibiotic resistant 
microorganisms. HoWever, prior to this invention, the char 
acteriZation of even a single bacterial gene Was a painstaking 
process, requiring years of effort. Accordingly, there is an 
urgent need for more novel methods to identify and char 
acteriZe bacterial genomic sequences that encode gene prod 
ucts required for proliferation and for methods to identify 
molecules that interact With and alter the functions of such 
genes and gene products. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] One embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated nucleic acid sequence consisting essen 
tially of one of SEQ ID NOs: 1-127, Wherein expression of 
said nucleic acid inhibits proliferation of a microorganism. 
The nucleic acid sequence may be complementary to at least 
a portion of a coding sequence of a gene Whose expression 
is required for proliferation of a microorganism. The nucleic 
acid sequence may be complementary to at least a portion of 
an RNA required for proliferation of a microorganism. The 
RNA may be an RNA encoding more than one gene product. 

[0012] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
nucleic acid comprising a fragment of one of SEQ ID NOs.: 
1-127, said fragment selected from the group consisting of 
fragments comprising at least 10, at least 20, at least 25, at 
least 30, at least 50 and more than 50 consecutive bases of 
one of SEQ ID NOs: 1-127. 

[0013] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
vector comprising a promoter operably linked to the nucleic 
acid sequences of each of the preceding paragraphs. The 
promoter may be active in a microorganism selected from 
the group consisting of Aspergillus fumigatus, Bacillus 
anthracis, Campylobacter jejuni, Candida albicans, 
Chlamydia pneumoniae, Chlamydia trachomatus, 
Clostridium botulinum, Cryptococcus neoformans, Entero 
bacter cloacae, Enterococcus faecalis, Escherichia coli, 
Haemophilus in?uenzae, Helicobacter pylori, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae, Mycobacterium leprae, Mycobacterium tuber 
culosis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
Saccharomyces cerevisae, Salmonella cholerasuis, Salmo 
nella paratyphi, Salmonella typhi, Salmonella typhimurium, 
Staphylococcus aureus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Strep 
tococcus pneumoniae, Treponema pallidum, and Yersinia 
pestis or any species falling Within the genera of any of the 
above species. 

[0014] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
host cell containing the vectors of the preceding paragraph. 

[0015] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated nucleic acid consisting essentially of the 
coding sequence of one of SEQ ID NOs: 128-298. 

[0016] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
fragment of the nucleic acid of the preceding paragraph, said 
fragment comprising at least 10, at least 20, at least 25, at 
least 30, at least 50 or more than 50 consecutive bases of one 
of SEQ ID NOs: 128-298. 

[0017] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
vector comprising a promoter operably linked to the nucleic 
acid of the preceding tWo paragraphs. 

[0018] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated antisense nucleic acid comprising a 
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nucleic acid sequence complementary to at least a portion of 
an intragenic sequence, intergenic sequence, sequences 
spanning at least a portion of tWo or more genes, 5‘ non 
coding region, or 3‘ noncoding region Within an operon 
comprising a proliferation-required gene Whose activity or 
expression is inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid com 
prising one of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127. 

[0019] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated nucleic acid comprising a nucleic acid 
having at least 70% identity to a sequence selected from the 
group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, fragments com 
prising at least 25 consecutive nucleotides of SEQ ID NOs.: 
1-127, the sequences complementary to SEQ ID NOs.: 
1-127 and the sequences complementary to fragments com 
prising at least 25 consecutive nucleotides of SEQ ID NOs.: 
1-127 as determined using BLASTN version 2.0 With the 
default parameters. The nucleic acid may be from an organ 
ism selected from the group consisting of Aspergillus fumi 
gatus, Bacillus anthracis, Campylobacter jejuni, Candida 
albicans, Chlamydia pneumoniae, Chlamydia trachomatus, 
Clostridium botulinum, Cryptococcus neoformans, Entero 
bacter cloacae, Enterococcus faecalis, Staphylococcus 
aureus, Haemophilus in?uenzae, Helicobacter pylori, Kleb 
siella pneumoniae, Mycobacterium leprae, Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Pseudomonas aerugi 
nosa, Saccharomyces cerevisae, Salmonella cholerasuis, 
Salmonella paratyphi, Salmonella typhi, Salmonella typh 
imurium, Staphylococcus aureus, Staphylococcus epidermi 
dis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Treponema pallidum, and 
Yersinia pestis or any species falling Within the genera of 
any of the above species. 

[0020] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
vector comprising a promoter operably linked to a nucleic 
acid encoding a polypeptide Whose expression is inhibited 
by an antisense nucleic acid comprising one of SEQ ID 
NOs.: 1-127. The polypeptide may comprise a polypeptide 
comprising a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs: 299-469. 

[0021] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
host cell containing the vector of the preceding paragraph. 

[0022] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated polypeptide comprising a polypeptide 
Whose expression is inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid 
comprising one of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, or a fragment 
selected from the group consisting of fragments comprising 
at least 5, at least 10, at least 20, at least 30, at least 40, at 
least 50, at least 60 or more than 60 consecutive amino acids 
of one of the said polypeptides. The polypeptide may 
comprise a polypeptide comprising one of SEQ ID NOs.: 
299-469 or a fragment comprising at least 5, at least 10, at 
least 20, at least 30, at least 40, at least 50, at least 60 or more 
than 60 consecutive amino acids of a polypeptide compris 
ing a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID 
NOs.: 299-469. 

[0023] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated polypeptide comprising a polypeptide 
having at least 25% identity to a polypeptide Whose expres 
sion is inhibited by a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, or at least 25% identity 
to a fragment comprising at least 5, at least 10, at least 20, 
at least 30, at least 40, at least 50, at least 60 or more than 
60 consecutive amino acids of a polypeptide Whose expres 
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sion is inhibited by a nucleic acid selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 as determined using 
FASTA version 3.0t78 With the default parameters. The 
polypeptide may have at least 25% identity to a polypeptide 
comprising one of SEQ ID NOs: 299-469 or at least 25% 
identity to a fragment comprising at least 5, at least 10, at 
least 20, at least 30, at least 40, at least 50, at least 60 or more 
than 60 consecutive amino acids of a polypeptide compris 
ing one of SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469 as determined using 
FASTA version 3.0t78 With the default parameters. 

[0024] Another embodiment of the present invention is an 
antibody capable of speci?cally binding one of the polypep 
tides of the preceding paragraph. 

[0025] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method of producing a polypeptide, comprising introducing 
a vector comprising a promoter operably linked to a nucleic 
acid encoding a polypeptide Whose expression is inhibited 
by an antisense nucleic acid comprising one of SEQ ID 
NOs.: 1-127 into a cell. The method may further comprise 
the step of isolating said polypeptide. The polypeptide may 
comprise a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0026] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method of inhibiting proliferation of a microorganism com 
prising inhibiting the activity or reducing the amount of a 
gene product Whose expression is inhibited by an antisense 
nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 or inhibiting the activity 
or reducing the amount of a nucleic acid encoding said gene 
product. The gene product may comprise a polypeptide 
comprising a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0027] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying a compound Which in?uences the 
activity of a gene product required for proliferation, said 
gene product comprising a gene product Whose expression is 
inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid comprising a sequence 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, 
said method comprising contacting said gene product With a 
candidate compound and determining Whether said com 
pound in?uences the activity of said gene product. The gene 
product may be a polypeptide and said activity may be an 
enZymatic activity. The gene product may be a polypeptide 
and said activity may be a carbon compound catabolism 
activity. The gene product may be a polypeptide and said 
activity may be a biosynthetic activity. The gene product 
may be a polypeptide and said activity may be a transporter 
activity. The gene product may be a polypeptide and said 
activity may be a transcriptional activity. The gene product 
may be a polypeptide and said activity may be a DNA 
replication activity. The gene product may be a polypeptide 
and said activity my be a cell division activity. The gene 
product may be a polypeptide comprising a sequence 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 299 
469. 

[0028] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound identi?ed using the methods of the preceding 
paragraph. 

[0029] AThe method of claim 28, Wherein said gene 
product is a polypeptide comprising a sequence selected 
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 
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method for identifying a compound or nucleic acid having 
the ability to reduce the activity or level of a gene product 
required for proliferation, said gene product comprising a 
gene product Whose activity or expression is inhibited by an 
antisense nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected from 
the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, said method 
comprising: 

[0030] (a) providing a target that is a gene or RNA, 
Wherein said target comprises a nucleic acid encod 
ing said gene product; 

[0031] (b) contacting said target With a candidate 
compound or nucleic acid; and 

[0032] (c) measuring an activity of said target. 

[0033] The target may be a messenger RNA molecule and 
said activity may be translation of said messenger RNA. The 
target may be a messenger RNA molecule and said activity 
may be transcription of a gene encoding said messenger 
RNA. The target may be a gene and said activity may be 
transcription of said gene. The target may be a nontranslated 
RNA and said activity may be processing or folding of said 
nontranslated RNA or assembly of said nontranslated RNA 
into a protein/RNA complex. The target gene or RNA may 
encode a polypeptide comprising a sequence selected from 
the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0034] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound or nucleic acid identi?ed using the methods of 
the preceding paragraph. 

[0035] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying a compound Which reduces the 
activity or level of a gene product required for proliferation 
of a microorganism, Wherein the activity or expression of 
said gene product is inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid 
comprising a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, said method comprising the steps of: 

[0036] (a) expressing a sublethal level of an antisense 
nucleic acid complementary to a nucleic acid encod 
ing said gene product in a cell to reduce the activity 
or amount of said gene product in said cell, thereby 
producing a sensitiZed cell; 

[0037] (b) contacting said sensitiZed cell With a com 
pound; and 

[0038] (c) determining Whether said compound 
inhibits the groWth of said sensitiZed cell. 

[0039] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said compound inhibits the groWth of said sensi 
tiZed cell to a greater extent than said compound inhibits the 
groWth of a nonsensitiZed cell. The cell may be selected 
from the group consisting of bacterial cells, fungal cells, 
plant cells, and animal cells. The cell may be a Gram 
negative bacterium. The cell may be an E. coli cell. The cell 
may be from an organism selected from the group consisting 
of Aspergillus fumigatus, Bacillus anthracis, Campylo 
bacter jejuni, Candida albicans, Chlamydia pneumoniae, 
Chlamydia trachomatus, Clostridium botulinum, Crypto 
coccus neoformans, Enterobacter cloacae, Enterococcus 
faecalis, Haemophilus in?uenzae, Helicobacter pylori, 
Klebsiella pneumoniae, Mycobacterium leprae, Mycobacte 
rium tuberculosis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa, Saccharomyces cerevisae, Salmonella cholera 
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suis, Salmonella paratyphi, Salmonella typhi, Salmonella 
typhimurium, Staphylococcus aureus, Staphylococcus epi 
dermidis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, T reponema pallidum, 
and Yersinia pestis or any species falling Within the genera 
of any of the above species. The antisense nucleic acid may 
be transcribed from an inducible promoter. The method may 
further comprise the step of contacting said cell With a 
concentration of inducer Which induces said antisense 
nucleic acid to a sublethal level. GroWth inhibition may be 
measured by monitoring optical density of a culture groWth 
solution. The gene product may be a polypeptide. The 
polypeptide may comprise a sequence selected from the 
group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. The gene 
product may be an RNA. 

[0040] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound identi?ed using the methods of the preceding 
paragraph. 
[0041] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for inhibiting cellular proliferation comprising intro 
ducing a compound With activity against a gene Whose 
activity or expression is inhibited by an antisense nucleic 
acid comprising a sequence selected from the group con 
sisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 or a compound With activity 
against the product of said gene into a population of cells 
expressing said gene. The compound may be an antisense 
nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, or a proliferation 
inhibiting portion thereof. The proliferation inhibiting por 
tion of one of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 may be a fragment 
comprising at least 10, at least 20, at least 25, at least 30, at 
least 50 or more than 51 consecutive bases of one of SEQ ID 
NOs.: 1-127. The population may be a population selected 
from the group consisting of bacterial cells, fungal cells, 
plant cells, and animal cells. The population may be a 
population of Gram negative bacteria. The population may 
be a population of E. coli cells. The population may be a 
population selected from the group consisting ofAspergillus 
fumigatus, Bacillus anthracis, Campylobacter jejuni, Can 
dida albicans, Chlamydia pneumoniae, Chlamydia tra 
chomatus, Clostridium botulinum, Cryptococcus neofor 
mans, Enterobacter cloacae, Enterococcus faecalis, 
Haemophilus in?uenzae, Helicobacter pylori, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae, Mycobacterium leprae, Mycobacterium tuber 
culosis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
Saccharomyces cerevisae, Salmonella cholerasuis, Salmo 
nella paratyphl, Salmonella typhi, Salmonella typhimurium, 
Staphylococcus aureus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Strep 
tococcus pneumoniae, Treponema pallidum, and Yersinia 
pestis cells or cells from any species falling Within the 
genera of any of the above species. The gene may encode a 
polypeptide comprising a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0042] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
preparation comprising an effective concentration of an 
antisense nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected from 
the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, or a prolif 
eration-inhibiting portion thereof in a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier. The proliferation-inhibiting portion of 
one of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 may comprise at least 10, at 
least 20, at least 25, at least 30, at least 50 or more than 50 
consecutive bases of one of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127. 

[0043] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for inhibiting the activity or expression of a gene in 
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an operon required for proliferation Wherein the activity or 
expression of at least one gene in said operon is inhibited by 
an antisense nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected 
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, said 
method comprising contacting a cell in a cell population 
With an antisense nucleic acid comprising at least a prolif 
eration-inhibiting portion of said operon. The antisense 
nucleic acid comprises a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-27 or a proliferation inhibiting 
portion thereof. The method of claim 68, Wherein said cell 
is contacted With said antisense nucleic acid by introducing 
a plasmid Which expresses said antisense nucleic acid into 
said cell population. The cell may be contacted With said 
antisense nucleic acid by introducing a phage Which 
expresses said antisense nucleic acid into said cell popula 
tion. The cell may be contacted With said antisense nucleic 
acid by expressing said antisense nucleic acid from the 
chromosome of cells in said cell population. The cell may be 
contacted With said antisense nucleic acid by introducing a 
promoter adjacent to a chromosomal copy of said antisense 
nucleic acid such that said promoter directs the synthesis of 
said antisense nucleic acid. The cell may be contacted With 
said antisense nucleic acid by introducing a retron Which 
expresses said antisense nucleic acid into said cell popula 
tion. The cell may be contacted With said antisense nucleic 
acid by introducing a riboZyme into said cell-population, 
Wherein a binding portion of said riboZyme is complemen 
tary to said antisense oligonucleotide. The cell may be 
contacted With said antisense nucleic acid by introducing a 
liposome comprising said antisense oligonucleotide into 
said cell. The cell may be contacted With said antisense 
nucleic acid by electroporation of said antisense nucleic 
acid. The antisense nucleic acid may be a fragment com 
prising at least 10, at least 20, at least 25, at least 30, at least 
50 or more than 50 consecutive bases of one of SEQ ID 
NOs.: 1-127. The antisense nucleic acid may be an oligo 
nucleotide. 

[0044] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying a gene Which is required for prolif 
eration of a microorganism comprising: 

[0045] (a) contacting a microorganism other than E. 
coli With a nucleic acid selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127; 

[0046] (b) determining Whether said nucleic acid 
inhibits proliferation of said microorganism; and 

[0047] (c) identifying the gene in said microorganism 
Which is inhibited by said nucleic acid. 

[0048] The microorganism may be a Gram negative bac 
terium. The microorganism may be selected from the group 
consisting of Aspergillus fumigatus, Bacillus anthracis, 
Campylobacter jejuni, Candida albicans, Chlamydia pneu 
moniae, Chlamydia trachomatus, Clostridium botulinum, 
Cryptococcus neoformans, Enterobacter cloacae, Entero 
coccus faecalis, Haemophilus in?uenzae, Helicobacter 
pylori, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Mycobacterium leprae, 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Saccharomyces cerevisae, Sal 
monella cholerasuis, Salmonella paratyphi, Salmonella 
typhi, Salmonella typhimurium, Staphylococcus aureus, Sta 
phylococcus epidermidis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Tre 
ponema pallidum, and Yersinia pestis or any species falling 
Within the genera of any of the above species. The method 
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may further comprise introducing said nucleic acid into a 
vector functional in said microorganism prior to introducing 
said inhibitory nucleic acid into said microorganism. 

[0049] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying a compound having the ability to 
inhibit proliferation of a microorganism comprising: 

[0050] (a) identifying in a ?rst microorganism a 
homolog of a gene or gene product present in a 
second microorganism Which is different than said 
?rst microorganism, Wherein the activity or level of 
said gene or gene product is inhibited by a nucleic 
acid comprising a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs. 1-127; 

[0051] (b) identifying an inhibitory nucleic acid 
sequence Which inhibits the activity of said homolog 
in said ?rst microorganism; 

[0052] (c) contacting said ?rst microorganism With a 
sublethal level of said inhibitory nucleic acid, thus 
sensitiZing said ?rst microorganism; 

[0053] (d) contacting the sensitiZed microorganism 
of step (c) With a compound; and 

[0054] (e) determining Whether said compound 
inhibits proliferation of said sensitiZed microorgan 
ism. 

[0055] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said compound inhibits proliferation of said sensi 
tiZed microorganism to a greater extent than said compound 
inhibits proliferation of a nonsensitiZed microorganism. Step 
(a) may comprise identifying a homologous nucleic acid to 
a gene or gene product Whose activity or level is inhibited by 
a nucleic acid selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID 
NOs. 1-127 or a nucleic acid encoding a homologous 
polypeptide to a polypeptide Whose activity or level is 
inhibited by a nucleic acid selected from the group consist 
ing of SEQ ID NOs. 1-127 by using an algorithm selected 
from the group consisting of BLASTN version 2.0 With the 
default parameters and FASTA version 3.0t78 algorithm 
With the default parameters to identify said homologous 
nucleic acid or said nucleic acid encoding a homologous 
polypeptide in a database. Step (a) may comprise identifying 
a homologous nucleic acid or a nucleic acid encoding a 
homologous polypeptide by identifying nucleic acids Which 
hybridiZe to said ?rst gene. Step (a) may comprise express 
ing a nucleic acid selected from the group consisting of SEQ 
ID NOs. 1-127 in said microorganism. The inhibitory 
nucleic acid may be an antisense nucleic acid. The inhibitory 
nucleic acid may comprise an antisense nucleic acid to a 
portion of said homolog. The inhibitory nucleic acid may 
comprise an antisense nucleic acid to a portion of the operon 
encoding said homolog. The step of contacting the ?rst 
microorganism With a sublethal level of said inhibitory 
nucleic acid may comprise directly contacting said micro 
organism With said inhibitory nucleic acid. The step of 
contacting the ?rst microorganism With a sublethal level of 
said inhibitory nucleic acid may comprise expressing an 
antisense nucleic acid to said homolog in said microorgan 
ism. The gene product may comprise a polypeptide com 
prising a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0056] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound identi?ed using the method of the preceding 
paragraph. 
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[0057] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method of identifying a compound having the ability to 
inhibit proliferation comprising: 

[0058] (a) contacting a microorganism other than E. 
coli With a sublethal level of a nucleic acid compris 
ing a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs. 1-127 or a portion thereof Which 
inhibits the proliferation of E. coli, thus sensitiZing 
said microorganism; 

[0059] (b) contacting the sensitiZed microorganism 
of step (a) With a compound; and 

[0060] (c) determining Whether said compound 
inhibits proliferation of said sensitiZed microorgan 
ism. 

[0061] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said compound inhibits proliferation of said sensi 
tiZed microorganism to a greater extent than said compound 
inhibits proliferation of a nonsensitiZed microorganism. 

[0062] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound identi?ed using the methods of the preceding 
paragraph. 
[0063] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying a compound having activity against 
a biological pathWay required for proliferation comprising: 

[0064] (a) sensitiZing a cell by expressing a sublethal 
level of an antisense nucleic acid complementary to 
a nucleic acid encoding a gene product required for 
proliferation, Wherein the activity or expression of 
said gene product is inhibited by an antisense nucleic 
acid comprising a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, in said cell to 
reduce the activity or amount of said gene product; 

[0065] (b) contacting the sensitiZed cell With a com 
pound; and 

[0066] (c) determining Whether said compound 
inhibits the groWth of said sensitiZed cell. 

[0067] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said compound inhibits the groWth of said sensi 
tiZed cell to a greater extent than said compound inhibits the 
groWth of a nonsensitiZed cell. The cell may be selected 
from the group consisting of bacterial cells, fungal cells, 
plant cells, and animal cells. The cell may be a Gram 
negative bacterium. The Gram negative bacterium may be E. 
coli. The cell may be selected from the group consisting of 
Aspergillus fumigatus, Bacillus anthracis, Campylobacter 
jejuni, Candida albicans, Chlamydia pneumoniae, Chlamy 
dia trachomatus, C lostridium botulinum, Cryptococcus neo 
formans, Enterobacter cloacae, Enterococcus faecalis, Hae 
mophilus in?uenzae, Helicobacter pylori, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae, Mycobacterium leprae, Mycobacterium tuber 
culosis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
Saccharomyces cerevisae, Salmonella cholerasuis, Salmo 
nella paratyphi, Salmonella typhi, Salmonella typhimurium, 
Staphylococcus aureus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Strep 
tococcus pneumoniae, Treponema pallidum, and Yersinia 
pestis or any species falling Within the genera of any of the 
above species. The antisense nucleic acid may be transcribed 
from an inducible promoter. The method may further com 
prise contacting the cell With an agent Which induces expres 
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sion of said antisense nucleic acid from said inducible 
promoter, wherein said antisense nucleic acid is expressed at 
a sublethal level. The inhibition of proliferation may be 
measured by monitoring the optical density of a liquid 
culture. The gene product may comprise a polypeptide 
comprising a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0068] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound identi?ed using the methods of the preceding 
paragraph. 
[0069] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying a compound having the ability to 
inhibit cellular proliferation comprising: 

[0070] (a) contacting a cell With an agent Which 
reduces the activity or level of a gene product 
required for proliferation of said cell, Wherein said 
gene product is a gene product Whose activity or 
expression is inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid 
comprising a sequence selected from the group con 
sisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127; 

[0071] (b) contacting said cell With a compound; and 

[0072] (c) determining Whether said compound 
reduces proliferation of said contacted cell. 

[0073] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said compound reduces proliferation of said con 
tacted cell to a greater extent than said compound reduces 
proliferation of cells Which have not been contacted With 
said agent. The agent Which reduces the activity or level of 
a gene product required for proliferation of said cell may 
comprise an antisense nucleic acid to a gene or operon 
required for proliferation. The agent Which reduces the 
activity or level of a gene product required for proliferation 
of said cell may comprise a compound knoWn to inhibit 
groWth or proliferation of a microorganism. The cell may 
contain a mutation Which reduces the activity or level of said 
gene product required for proliferation of said cell. The 
mutation may be a temperature sensitive mutation. The gene 
product may comprise a polypeptide comprising a sequence 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 299 
469. 

[0074] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound identi?ed using the method of the preceding 
paragraph. 
[0075] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for identifying the biological pathWay in Which a 
proliferation-required gene or its gene product lies, Wherein 
said gene or gene product comprises a gene or gene product 
Whose activity or expression is inhibited by an antisense 
nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127, said method comprising: 

[0076] (a) expressing a sublethal level of an antisense 
nucleic acid Which inhibits the activity of said pro 
liferation-required gene or gene product in a cell; 

[0077] (b) contacting said cell With a compound 
knoWn to inhibit groWth or proliferation of a micro 
organism, Wherein the biological pathWay on Which 
said compound acts is knoWn; and 

[0078] (c) determining Whether said cell is sensitive 
to said compound. 
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[0079] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said cell has a substantially greater sensitivity to 
said compound than a cell Which does not express said 
sublethal level of said antisense nucleic acid and Wherein 
said gene or gene product lies in the same pathWay on Which 
said compound acts if said cell expressing said sublethal 
level of said antisense nucleic acid has a substantially 
greater sensitivity to said compound than said cell Which 
does not express said sublethal level of said antisense 
nucleic acid. The gene product may comprise a polypeptide 
comprising a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

[0080] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for determining the biological pathWay on Which a 
test compound acts comprising: 

[0081] (a) expressing a sublethal level of an antisense 
nucleic acid complementary to a proliferation-re 
quired nucleic acid in a cell, Wherein the activity or 
expression of said proliferation-required nucleic acid 
is inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid comprising 
a sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 and Wherein the biological 
pathWay in Which said proliferation-required nucleic 
acid or a protein encoded by said proliferation 
required polypeptide lies is knoWn, 

[0082] (b) contacting said cell With said test com 
pound; and 

[0083] (c) determining Whether said cell is sensitive 
to said test compound. 

[0084] The determining step may comprise determining 
Whether said cell has a substantially greater sensitivity to 
said test compound than a cell Which does not express said 
sublethal level of said antisense nucleic acid. The method 
may further comprise: 

[0085] (d) expressing a sublethal level of a second 
antisense nucleic acid complementary to a second 
proliferation-required nucleic acid in a second cell, 
Wherein said second proliferation-required nucleic 
acid is in a different biological pathWay than said 
proliferation-required nucleic acid in step (a); and 

[0086] (e) determining Whether said second cell does 
not have a substantially greater sensitivity to said test 
compound than a cell Which does not express said 
sublethal level of said second antisense nucleic acid, 
Wherein said test compound is speci?c for the bio 
logical pathWay against Which the antisense nucleic 
acid of step (a) acts if said second cell does not have 
substantially greater sensitivity to said test com 
pound. 

[0087] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
puri?ed or isolated nucleic acid comprising a sequence 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127. 

[0088] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound Which interacts With a gene or gene product 
Whose activity or expression is inhibited by an antisense 
nucleic acid comprising one of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 to 
inhibit proliferation. 

[0089] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
compound Which interacts With a polypeptide Whose expres 
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sion is inhibited by an antisense nucleic acid comprising one 
of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 to inhibit proliferation. 

[0090] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for manufacturing an antibiotic comprising the steps 
of screening one or more candidate compounds to identify a 
compound that reduces the activity or level of a gene product 
required for proliferation, said gene product comprising a 
gene product Whose activity or expression is inhibited by an 
antisense nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected from 
the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 and manufac 
turing the compound so identi?ed. The screening step may 
comprise performing any one of the methods of identifying 
a compound described above. 

[0091] Another embodiment of the present invention is a 
method for inhibiting proliferation of a microorganism in a 
subject comprising administering a compound that reduces 
the activity or level of a gene product required for prolif 
eration of said microorganism, said gene product comprising 
a gene product Whose activity or expression is inhibited by 
an antisense nucleic acid comprising a sequence selected 
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs.: 1-127 to said 
subject. The method of subject may be selected from the 
group consisting of vertebrates, mammals, avians, and 
human beings. The gene product may comprise a polypep 
tide comprising a sequence selected from the group consist 
ing of SEQ ID NOs.: 299-469. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0092] FIG. 1 is an IPTG dose response curve in E. coli 
transformed With an IPTG-inducible plasmid containing 
either an antisense clone to the E. coli ribosomal protein 
rplW (AS-rplW) Which is required for protein synthesis and 
essential for cell proliferation, or an antisense clone to the 
elaD gene (AS-elaD) Which is not knoWn to be involved in 
protein synthesis and Which is also essential for prolifera 
tion. 

[0093] FIG. 2A is a tetracycline dose response curve in E. 
coli transformed With an IPTG-inducible plasmid containing 
antisense to rplW gene (AS-rplW) carried out in the pres 
ence of 0, 20 or 50 pM IPTG. 

[0094] FIG. 2B is a tetracycline dose response curve in E. 
coli transformed With an IPTG-inducible plasmid containing 
antisense to elaD gene (AS-elaD) carried out in the presence 
of 0, 20 or 50 pM IPTG. 

[0095] FIG. 3 is a graph shoWing the fold increase in 
tetracycline sensitivity of E. coli transfected With antisense 
clones to essential ribosomal protein genes L23 (AS-rplW) 
and L7/L12 and L10 (AS-rplLrplJ). Antisense clones to 
genes knoWn not to be involved in protein synthesis (atpB/ 
E(AS-atpB/E ), visC (AS-visC, elaD (AS-elaD), yohH (AS 
yohH) are much less sensitive to tetracycline. 

De?nitions 

[0096] By “biological pathWay” is meant any discrete cell 
function or process that is carried out by a gene product or 
a subset of gene products. Biological pathWays include 
enZymatic, biochemical and metabolic pathWays as Well as 
pathWays involved in the production of cellular structures 
such as cell Walls. Biological pathWays that are usually 
required for proliferation of microorganisms include, but are 
not limited to, cell division, DNA synthesis and replication, 
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RNA synthesis (transcription), protein synthesis (transla 
tion), protein processing, protein transport, fatty acid bio 
synthesis, cell Wall synthesis, cell membrane production, 
synthesis and maintenance, and the like. 

[0097] By “inhibit activity of a gene or gene product” is 
meant having the ability to interfere With the function of a 
gene or gene product in such a Way as to decrease expression 
of the gene or to reduce the level or activity of a product of 
the gene. Agents Which inhibit the activity of a gene include 
agents that inhibit transcription of the gene, agents that 
inhibit processing of the transcript of the gene, agents that 
reduce the stability of the transcript of the gene, and agents 
that inhibit translation of the mRNA transcribed from the 
gene. In microorganisms, agents Which inhibit the activity of 
a gene can act to decrease expression of the operon in Which 
the gene resides or alter the folding or processing of operon 
RNA so as to reduce the level or activity of the gene product. 
The gene product can be a non-translated RNA such as 
ribosomal RNA, a translated RNA (mRNA) or the protein 
product resulting from translation of the gene mRNA. Of 
particular utility to the present invention are antisense RNAs 
that have activities against the operons or genes to Which 
they speci?cally hybridZe. 
[0098] By “activity against a gene product” is meant 
having the ability to inhibit the function or to reduce the 
level or activity of the gene product in a cell. 

[0099] By “activity against a protein” is meant having the 
ability to inhibit the function or to reduce the level or activity 
of the protein in a cell. 

[0100] By “activity against a nucleic acid” is meant having 
the ability to inhibit the function or to reduce the level or 
activity of the nucleic acid in a cell. 

[0101] By “activity against a gene” is meant having the 
ability to inhibit the function or expression of the gene in a 
cell. 

[0102] By “activity against an operon” is meant having the 
ability to inhibit the function or reduce the level of one or 
more products of the operon in a cell. 

[0103] By “antibiotic” is meant an agent Which inhibits the 
proliferation of a microorganism. 

[0104] By “identifying a compound” is meant to screen 
one or more compounds in a collection of compounds such 
as a combinatorial chemical library or other library of 
chemical compounds or to characteriZe a single compound 
by testing the compound in a given assay and determining 
Whether it exhibits the desired activity. 

[0105] By “inducer” is meant an agent or solution Which, 
When placed in contact With a microorganism, increases 
transcription from a desired promoter. 

[0106] As used herein, “nucleic acid” means DNA or 
RNA. Thus, the terminology “the nucleic acid of SEQ ID 
NO: X” includes both the DNA sequence of SEQ ID NO: X 
and an RNA sequence in Which the thymidines in the DNA 
sequence have been substituted With uridines in the RNA 
sequence and in Which the deoxyribose backbone of the 
DNA sequence has been substituted With a ribose backbone 
in the RNA sequence. 

[0107] As used herein, “sublethal” means a concentration 
of an agent beloW the concentration required to inhibit all 
cell groWth. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0108] The present invention describes a group of E. coli 
genes and gene families required for growth and/or prolif 
eration. Aproliferation-required gene or gene family is one 
Where, in the absence of a gene transcript and/or gene 
product, groWth or viability of the microorganism is reduced 
or eliminated. Thus, as used herein the terminology “pro 
liferation-required” or “required for proliferation” encom 
passes sequences Where the absence of a gene transcript 
and/or gene product completely eliminates cell groWth as 
Well as sequences Where the absence of a gene transcript 
and/or gene product merely reduces cell groWth. These 
proliferation-required genes can be used as potential targets 
for the generation of neW antimicrobial agents. To achieve 
that goal, the present invention also encompasses novel 
assays for analyZing proliferation-required genes and for 
identifying compounds Which interact With the gene prod 
ucts of the proliferation-required genes. In addition, the 
present invention contemplates the expression of genes and 
the puri?cation of the proteins encoded by the nucleic acid 
sequences identi?ed as required proliferation genes and 
reported herein. The puri?ed proteins can be used to gen 
erate reagents and screen small molecule libraries or other 
candidate compound libraries for compounds that can be 
further developed to yield novel antimicrobial compounds. 
The present invention also describes methods for identi? 
cation of homologous genes in organisms other than E. coli. 

[0109] The present invention utiliZes a novel method to 
identify proliferation-required E. coli sequences. Generally, 
a library of nucleic acid sequences from a given source are 
subcloned or otherWise inserted into an inducible expression 
vector, thus forming an expression library. Although the 
insert nucleic acids may be derived from the chromosome of 
the organism into Which the expression vector is to be 
introduced, because the insert is not in its natural chromo 
somal location, the insert nucleic acid is an exogenous 
nucleic acid for the purposes of the discussion herein. The 
term expression is de?ned as the production of an RNA 
molecule from a gene, gene fragment, genomic fragment, or 
operon. Expression can also be used to refer to the process 
of peptide or polypeptide synthesis. An expression vector is 
de?ned as a vehicle by Which a ribonucleic acid (RNA) 
sequence is transcribed from a nucleic acid sequence carried 
Within the expression vehicle. The expression vector can 
also contain features that permit translation of a protein 
product from the transcribed RNA message expressed from 
the exogenous nucleic acid sequence carried by the expres 
sion vector. Accordingly, an expression vector can produce 
an RNA molecule as its sole product or the expression vector 
can produce a RNA molecule that is ultimately translated 
into a protein product. 

[0110] Once generated, the expression library containing 
the exogenous nucleic acid sequences is introduced into an 
E. coli population to search for genes that are required for 
bacterial proliferation. Because the library molecules are 
foreign to the population of E. coli, the expression vectors 
and the nucleic acid segments contained therein are consid 
ered exogenous nucleic acid. 

[0111] Expression of the exogenous nucleic acid frag 
ments in the test population of E. coli containing the 
expression vector library is then activated. Activation of the 
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expression vectors consists of subjecting the cells containing 
the vectors to conditions that result in the expression of the 
exogenous nucleic acid sequences carried by the expression 
vector library. The test population of E. coli cells is then 
assayed to determine the effect of expressing the exogenous 
nucleic acid fragments on the test population of cells. Those 
expression vectors that, upon activation and expression, 
negatively impact the groWth of the E. coli screen population 
Were identi?ed, isolated, and puri?ed for further study. 

[0112] A variety of assays are contemplated to identify 
nucleic acid sequences that negatively impact groWth upon 
expression. In one embodiment, groWth in E. coli cultures 
expressing exogenous nucleic acid sequences and groWth in 
cultures not expressing these sequences is compared. 
GroWth measurements are assayed by examining the extent 
of groWth by measuring optical densities. Alternatively, 
enZymatic assays can be used to measure bacterial groWth 
rates to identify exogenous nucleic acid sequences of inter 
est. Colony siZe, colony morphology, and cell morphology 
are additional factors used to evaluate groWth of the host 
cells. Those cultures that failed to groW or groW With 
reduced ef?ciency under expression conditions are identi?ed 
as containing an expression vector encoding a nucleic acid 
fragment that negatively affects a proliferation-required 
gene. 

[0113] Once exogenous nucleic acid sequences of interest 
are identi?ed, they are analyZed. The ?rst step of the analysis 
is to acquire the nucleic acid sequence of the nucleic acid 
fragment of interest. To achieve this end, the insert in those 
expression vectors identi?ed as containing a sequence of 
interest is sequenced, using standard techniques Well knoWn 
in the art. The next step of the process is to determine the 
source of the nucleic acid sequence. 

[0114] Determination of sequence source is achieved by 
comparing the obtained sequence data With knoWn 
sequences in various genetic databases. The sequences iden 
ti?ed are used to probe these gene databases. The result of 
this procedure is a list of exogenous nucleic acid sequences 
corresponding to a list that includeds novel bacterial genes 
required for proliferation as Well as genes previously iden 
ti?ed as required for proliferation. 

[0115] The number of DNA and protein sequences avail 
able in database systems has been groWing exponentially for 
years. For example, at the end of 1998, the complete 
sequences of Caenorhabditis elegans, Saccharomyces cer 
evisiae and nineteen bacterial genomes, including E. coli 
Were available. This sequence information is stored in a 
number of databanks, such as GenBank (the National Center 
for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), and is publicly 
available for searching. 

[0116] A variety of computer programs are available to 
assist in the analysis of the sequences stored Within these 
databases. FastA, R. Pearson (1990) “Rapid and Sen 
sitive Sequence Comparison With FASTP and FAST ” 
Methods in EnZymology 183163-98), Sequence Retrieval 
System (SRS), (EtZold & Argos, SRS an indexing and 
retrieval tool for ?at ?le data libraries. Comput. Appl. 
Biosci. 9:49-57, 1993) are tWo examples of computer pro 
grams that can be used to analyZe sequences of interest. In 
one embodiment of the present invention, the BLAST family 
of computer programs, Which includes BLASTN version 2.0 
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With the default parameters, or BLASTX version 2.0 With 
the default parameters, is used to analyze nucleic acid 
sequences. 

[0117] BLAST, an acronym for “Basic Local Alignment 
Search Tool,” is a family of programs for database similarity 
searching. The BLAST family of programs includes: 
BLASTN, a nucleotide sequence database searching pro 
gram, BLASTX, a protein database searching program 
Where the input is a nucleic acid sequence; and BLASTP, a 
protein database searching program. BLAST programs 
embody a fast algorithm for sequence matching, rigorous 
statistical methods for judging the signi?cance of matches, 
and various options for tailoring the program for special 
situations. Assistance in using the program can be obtained 
by e-mail at blast@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. 

[0118] Bacterial genes are often transcribed in polycis 
tronic groups. These groups comprise operons, Which are a 
collection of genes and intergenic sequences. The genes of 
an operon are co-transcribed and are often related function 
ally. Given the nature of the screening protocol, it is possible 
that the identi?ed eXogenous nucleic acid sequence corre 
sponds to a gene or portion thereof With or Without adjacent 
noncoding sequences, an intragenic sequence (i.e. a 
sequence Within a gene), an intergenic sequence (i.e. a 
sequence betWeen genes), a sequence spanning at least a 
portion of tWo or more genes, a 5‘ noncoding region or a 3‘ 
noncoding region located upstream or doWnstream from the 
actual sequence that is required for bacterial proliferation. 
Accordingly, determining Which of the genes that are 
encoded Within the operons are individually required for 
proliferation is often desirable. 

[0119] In one embodiment of the present invention, an 
operon is dissected to determine Which gene or genes are 
required for proliferation. For eXample, the RegulonDB 
DataBase described by Huerta et al. (Nucl. Acids Res. 
26:55-59, 1998), Which may also be found on the Website 
http://WWW.cifn.unam.mX/Computational_Biology/regu 
londb/, may be used. to identify the boundaries of operons 
encoded Within microbial genomes. A number of techniques 
that are Well knoWn in the art can be used to dissect the 
operon. In one aspect of this embodiment, gene disruption 
by homologous recombination is used to individually inac 
tivate the genes of an operon that is thought to contain a gene 
required for proliferation. 

[0120] Several gene disruption techniques have been 
described for the replacement of a functional gene With a 
mutated, non-functional (null) allele. These techniques gen 
erally involve the use of homologous recombination. The 
method described by Link et al. (J. Bacteriol 1997 17916228; 
incorporated herein by reference in it’s entirety) serves as an 
eXcellent eXample of these methods as applicable to disrup 
tion of genes in E. coli. This technique uses crossover PCR 
to create a null allele With an in-frame deletion of the coding 
region of a target gene. The null allele is constructed in such 
a Way that sequences adjacent to the Wild type gene (ca. 500 
bp) are retained. These homologous sequences surrounding 
the deletion null allele provide targets for homologous 
recombination so that the Wild type gene on the E. coli 
chromosome can be replaced by the constructed null allele. 

[0121] The crossover PCR ampli?cation product is sub 
cloned into the vector pKO3, the features of Which include 
a chloramphenicol resistance gene, the counter-selectable 

Sep. 25, 2003 

marker sacB, and a temperature sensitive autonomous rep 
lication function. FolloWing transformation of an E. coli cell 
population With such a vector, selection for cells that have 
undergone homologous recombination of the vector into the 
chromosome is achieved by groWth on chloramphenicol at 
the non-permissive temperature of 43° C. Under these 
conditions, autonomous replication of the plasmid cannot 
occur and cell are resistant to chloramphinicol only if the 
chloramphenicol resistance gene has been integrated into the 
chromosome. Usually a single crossover event is responsible 
for this integration event such that the E. coli chromosome 
noW contains a tandem duplication of the target gene con 
sisting of one Wild type allele and one deletion null allele 
separated by vector sequence. 

[0122] This neW E. coli strain containing the tandem 
duplication can be maintained at permissive temperatures in 
the presence of drug selection (chloramphenicol). Subse 
quently, cells of this neW strain are cultured at the permissive 
temperature 30° C. Without drug selection. Under these 
conditions, the chromosome of some of the cells Within the 
population Will have undergone an internal homologous 
recombination event resulting in removal of the plasmid 
sequences. Subsequent culturing of the strain in groWth 
medium lacking chloramphenicol but containing sucrose is 
used to select for such recombinative resolutions. In the 
presence of the counter-selectable marker sacB, sucrose is 
rendered into a toXic metabolite. Thus, cells that survive this 
counter-selection have lost both the plasmid sequences from 
the chromosome and the autonomously replicating plasmid 
that results as a byproduct of recombinative resolution. 

[0123] There are tWo possible outcomes of the above 
recombinative resolution via homologous recombination. 
Either the Wild type copy of the targeted gene is retained on 
the chromosome or the mutated null allele is retained on the 
chromosome. In the case of an essential gene, a single copy 
of the null allele Would be lethal and such cells should not 
be obtained by the above procedure When applied to essen 
tial genes. In the case of a non-essential gene, roughly equal 
numbers of cells containing null alleles and cells containing 
Wild type alleles should be obtained. Thus, the method 
serves as a test for essentiality of the targeted gene: When 
applied to essential genes, only cells With a Wild type allele 
on the chromosome Will be obtained. 

[0124] Other techniques have also been described for the 
creation of disruption mutations in E. coli. For eXample, 
Link et al. also describe inserting an in-frame sequence tag 
concommitantly With an in-frame deletion in order to sim 
plify analysis of recombinants obtained. Further, Link et al. 
describe disruption of genes With a drug resistance marker 
such as a kanamycin resistance gene. Arigoni et al., (Ari 
goni, F. et al. A Genome-based Approach for the Identi? 
cation of Essential Bacterial Genes, Nature Biotechnology 
16: 851-856, the disclosure of Which is incorporated herein 
by reference in its entirety) describe the use of gene disrup 
tion combined With engineering a second copy of a test gene 
such that the expression of the gene is regulated by and 
inducible promoter such as the arabinose promoter to test the 
essentiality of the gene. Many of these techniques result in 
the insertion of large fragments of DNA into the gene of 
interest, such as a drug selection marker. An advantage of the 
technique described by Link et al. is that it does not rely on 
an insertion into the gene to cause a functional defect, but 
rather results in the precise removal of the coding region. 
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This insures the lack of polar effects on the expression of 
genes downstream from the target gene. 

[0125] Recombinant DNA techniques can be used to 
express the entire coding sequences of the gene identi?ed as 
required for proliferation, or portions thereof. The over 
expressed proteins can be used as reagents for further study. 
The identi?ed exogenous sequences are isolated, puri?ed, 
and cloned into a suitable expression vector using methods 
Well knoWn in the art. If desired, the nucleic acids can 
contain the sequences encoding a signal peptide to facilitate 
secretion of the expressed protein. 

[0126] Expression of fragments of the bacterial genes 
identi?ed as required for proliferation is also contemplated 
by the present invention. The fragments of the identi?ed 
genes can encode a polypeptide comprising at least 5, at 
least 10, at least 15, at least 20, at least 25, at least 30, at least 
35, at least 40, at least 45, at least 50, at least 55, at least 60, 
at least 65, at least 75, or more than 75 consecutive amino 
acids of a gene complementary to one of the identi?ed 
sequences of the present invention. The nucleic acids 
inserted into the expression vectors can also contain 
sequences upstream and doWnstream of the coding 
sequence. 

[0127] When expressing the coding sequence of an entire 
gene identi?ed as required for bacterial proliferation or a 
fragment thereof, the nucleic acid sequence to be expressed 
is operably linked to a promoter in an expression vector 
using conventional cloning technology. The expression vec 
tor can be any of the bacterial, insect, yeast, or mammalian 
expression systems knoWn in the art. Commercially avail 
able vectors and expression systems are available from a 
variety of suppliers including Genetics Institute (Cambridge, 
Mass.), Stratagene (La Jolla, Calif.) Promega (Madison, 
Wis.), and Invitrogen (San Diego, Calif.). If desired, to 
enhance expression and facilitate proper protein folding, the 
codon usage and codon bias of the sequence can be opti 
miZed for the particular expression organism in Which the 
expression vector is introduced, as explained by Hat?eld, et 
al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,082,767, incorporated herein by this 
reference. Fusion protein expression systems are also con 
templated by the present invention. 

[0128] FolloWing expression of the protein encoded by the 
identi?ed exogenous nucleic acid sequence, the protein is 
puri?ed. Protein puri?cation techniques are Well knoWn in 
the art. Proteins encoded and expressed from identi?ed 
exogenous nucleic acid sequences can be partially puri?ed 
using precipitation techniques, such as precipitation With 
polyethylene glycol. Chromatographic methods usable With 
the present invention can include ion-exchange chromatog 
raphy, gel ?ltration, use of hydroxyapaptite columns, immo 
biliZed reactive dyes, chromatofocusing, and use of high 
performance liquid chromatography. Electrophoretic 
methods such one-dimensional gel electrophoresis, high 
resolution tWo-dimensional polyacrylamide electrophoresis, 
isoelectric focusing, and others are contemplated as puri? 
cation methods. Also, af?nity chromatographic methods, 
comprising antibody columns, ligand presenting columns 
and other affinity chromatographic matrices are contem 
plated as puri?cation methods in the present invention. 

[0129] The puri?ed proteins produced from the gene cod 
ing sequences identi?ed as required for proliferation can be 
used in a variety of protocols to generate useful antimicro 
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bial reagents. In one embodiment of the present invention, 
antibodies are generated against the proteins expressed from 
the identi?ed exogenous nucleic acid sequences. Both 
monoclonal and polyclonal antibodies can be generated 
against the expressed proteins. Methods for generating 
monoclonal and polyclonal antibodies are Well knoWn in the 
art. Also, antibody fragment preparations prepared from the 
produced antibodies discussed above are contemplated. 

[0130] Another application for the puri?ed proteins of the 
present invention is to screen small molecule libraries for 
candidate compounds active against the various target pro 
teins of the present invention. Advances in the ?eld of 
combinatorial chemistry provide methods, Well knoWn in 
the art, to produce large numbers of candidate compounds 
that can have a binding, or otherWise inhibitory effect on a 
target protein. Accordingly, the screening of small molecule 
libraries for compounds With binding af?nity or inhibitory 
activity for a target protein produced from an identi?ed gene 
sequence is contemplated by the present invention. 

[0131] The present invention further contemplates utility 
against a variety of other pathogenic organisms in addition 
to E. coli. For example, the invention has utility in identi 
fying genes required for proliferation in prokaryotes and 
eukaryotes. For example, the invention has utility With 
protists, such as Plasmodium spp.; plants; animals, such as 
Entamoeba spp. and Contracaecum spp, and fungi including 
Candida spp., (e.g., Candida albicans), Saccharomyces cer 
evisiae, Cryptococcus neoformans, and Aspergillus fumiga 
tus. In one embodiment of the present invention, monera, 
speci?cally bacteria are probed in search of novel gene 
sequences required for proliferation. This embodiment is 
particularly important given the rise of drug resistant bac 
teria. 

[0132] The numbers of bacterial species that are becoming 
resistant to existing antibiotics are groWing. A partial list of 
these organisms includes: Staphylococcus spp., such as S. 
aureus; Enterococcus spp., such as E. faecalis; Pseudomo 
nas spp., such as P aeruginosa, Clostridium spp., such as C. 
botulinum, Haemophilus spp., such as H. in?uenzae, Entero 
bacter spp., such as E. cloacae, Vibrio spp., such as V 
cholera, Moraxala spp., such as M. catarrhalis; Streptococ 
cus spp., such as S. pneumoniae, Neisseria spp., such as N. 
gonorrhoeae; Mycoplasma spp., such as Mycoplasma pneu 
moniae; Salmonella typhimurium; Helicobacter pylori; 
Escherichia coli; and Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The 
sequences identi?ed as required for proliferation in the 
present invention can be used to probe these and other 
organisms to identify homologous required proliferation 
genes contained therein. 

[0133] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
nucleic acid sequences disclosed herein are used to screen 
genomic libraries generated from bacterial species of inter 
est other than E. coli. For example, the genomic library may 
be from Staphylococcus aureus, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
Enterobacter cloacae, Helicobacter pylori, Neisseria gon 
orrhoeae, Enterococcus faecalis, Streptococcus pneumo 
niae, Haemophilus in?uenzae, Salmonella typhimurium, 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Candida albicans, Cryptococcus 
neoformans, Aspergillus fumigatus, Klebsiella pneumoniae, 
Salmonella typhi, Salmonella paratyphi, Salmonella chol 
erasuis, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Mycobacterium tuber 
culosis, Mycobacterium leprae, Treponema pallidum, Bacil 
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lus anthracis, Yersinia pestis, Clostridium botulinum, 
Campylobacter jejuni, Chlamydia trachomatus, Chlamydia 
pneumoniae or any species falling Within the genera of any 
of the above species. Standard molecular biology techniques 
are used to generate genomic libraries from various micro 
organisms. In one aspect, the libraries are generated and 
bound to nitrocellulose paper. The identi?ed exogenous 
nucleic acid sequences of the present invention can then be 
used as probes to screen the libraries for homologous 
sequences. The homologous sequences identi?ed can then 
be used as targets for the identi?cation of neW, antimicrobial 
compounds With activity against more than one organism. 

[0134] For example, the preceding methods may be used 
to isolate nucleic acids having a sequence With at least 97%, 
at least 95%, at least 90%, at least 85%, at least 80%, or at 
least 70% identity to a nucleic acid sequence selected from 
the group consisting of one of the sequences of SEQ ID 
NOS. 1-127, 128-298, fragments comprising at least 10, 15, 
20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 50, 75, 100, 150, 200, 300, 400, or 500 
consecutive bases thereof, and the sequences complemen 
tary thereto. Identity may be measured using BLASTN 
version 2.0 With the default parameters. (Altschul, S. F. et al. 
Gapped BLAST and PSI-BLAST: A NeW Generation of 
Protein Database Search Programs, Nucleic Acid Res. 25: 
3389-3402 (1997), the disclosure of Which is incorporated 
herein by reference in its entirety). For example, the 
homologous polynucleotides may have a coding sequence 
Which is a naturally occurring allelic variant of one of the 
coding sequences described herein. Such allelic variants 
may have a substitution, deletion or addition of one or more 
nucleotides When compared to the nucleic acids of SEQ ID 
NOs: 1-127, 128-298 or the sequences complementary 
thereto. 

[0135] Additionally, the above procedures may be used to 
isolate nucleic acids Which encode polypeptides having at 
least 99%, 95%, at least 90%, at least 85%, at least 80%, at 
least 70%, at least 60%, at least 50%, or at least 40% identity 
or similarity to a polypeptide having the sequence of one of 
SEQ ID NOs: 299-469or fragments comprising at least 5, 
10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 50, 75, 100, or 150 consecutive 
amino acids thereof as determined using the FASTA version 
3.0t78 algorithm With the default parameters. Alternatively, 
protein identity or similarity may be identi?ed using 
BLASTP With the default parameters, BLASTX With the 
default parameters, or TBLASTN With the default param 
eters. (Alschul, S. F. et al. Gapped BLAST and PSI-BLAST: 
A NeW Generation of Protein Database Search Programs, 
Nucleic Acid Res. 25 : 3389-3402 (1997), the disclosure of 
Which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety). 

[0136] Alternatively, homologous nucleic acids or 
polypeptides may be identi?ed by searching a database to 
identify sequences having a desired level of homology to a 
nucleic acid or polypeptide involved in proliferation or an 
antisense nucleic acid to a nucleic acid involved in microbial 
proliferation. A variety of such databases are available to 
those skilled in the art, including GenBank and GenSeq. In 
some embodiments, the databases are screened to identify 
nucleic acids or polypeptides having at least 97%, at least 
95%, at least 90%, at least 85%, at least 80%, at least 70%, 
at least 60%, or at least 50%, at least 40% identity or 
similarity to a nucleic acid or polypeptide involved in 
proliferation or an antisense nucleic acid involved in pro 
liferation. For example, the database may be screened to 
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identify nucleic acids homologous to one of SEQ ID Nos. 
1-127, 128-298 or polypeptides homologous to SEQ ID 
NOs. 299-469. In some embodiments, the database may be 
screened to identify homologous nucleic acids or polypep 
tides from organisms other than E. coli, including organisms 
such as Staphylococcus aureus, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
Enterobacter cloacae, Helicobacter pylori, Neisseria gon 
orrhoeae, Enterococcus faecalis, Streptococcus pneumo 
niae, Haemophilus in?uenzae, Salmonella typhimurium, 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Candida albicans, Cryptococcus 
neoformans, Aspergillus fumigatus, Klebsiella pneumoniae, 
Salmonella typhi, Salmonella paratyphi, Salmonella chol 
erasuis, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Mycobacterium tuber 
culosis, Mycobacterium leprae, Treponema pallidum, Bacil 
lus anthracis, Yersinia pestis, Clostridium botulinum, 
Campylobacter jejuni, Chlamydia trachomatus, Chlamydia 
pneumoniae or any species falling Within the genera of any 
of the above species. 

[0137] In another embodiment, gene expression arrays and 
microarrays can be employed. Gene expression arrays are 
high density arrays of DNA samples deposited at speci?c 
locations on a glass chip, nylon membrane, or the like. Such 
arrays can be used by researchers to quantify relative gene 
expression under different conditions. Gene expression 
arrays are used by researchers to help identify optimal drug 
targets, pro?le neW compounds, and determine disease path 
Ways. An example of this technology is found in US. Pat. 
No. 5,807,522, Which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

[0138] It is possible to study the expression of all genes in 
the genome of a particular microbial organism using a single 
array. For example, the arrays from Genosys consist of 
12x24 cm nylon ?lters containing PCR products corre 
sponding to 4290 ORFs from E. coli. 10 ngs of each are 
spotted every 1.5 mm on the ?lter. Single stranded labeled 
cDNAs are prepared for hybridiZation to the array (no 
second strand synthesis or ampli?cation step is done) and 
placed in contact With the ?lter. Thus the labeled cDNAs are 
of “antisense” orientation. Quantitative analysis is done by 
phosphorimager. 

[0139] Hybridization of cDNA made from a sample of 
total cell mRNA to such an array folloWed by detection of 
binding by one or more of various techniques knoWn to 
those in the art results in a signal at each location on the 
array to Which cDNA hybridiZed. The intensity of the 
hybridiZation signal obtained at each location in the array 
thus re?ects the amount of mRNA for that speci?c gene that 
Was present in the sample. Comparing the results obtained 
for mRNA isolated from cells groWn under different condi 
tions thus alloWs for a comparison of the relative amount of 
expression of each individual gene during groWth under the 
different conditions. 

[0140] Gene expression arrays may be used to analyZe the 
total mRNA expression pattern at various time points after 
induction of an antisense nucleic acid against a proliferation 
required gene. Analysis of the expression pattern indicated 
by hybridiZation to the array provides information on 
Whether or not the target gene of the antisense nucleic acid 
is being affected by antisense induction, hoW quickly the 
antisense is affecting the target gene, and for later time 
points, What other genes are affected by antisense expres 
sion. For example, if the antisense is directed against a gene 
for ribosomal protein L7/L12 in the 50S subunit, its targeted 
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mRNA may disappear ?rst and then other mRNAs may be 
observed to increase, decrease or stay the same. Similarly, if 
the antisense is directed against a different 50S subunit 
ribosomal protein mRNA (e.g. L25), that mRNA may dis 
appear ?rst followed by changes in mRNA expression that 
are similar to those seen With the L7/L12 antisense expres 
sion. Thus, the mRNA expression pattern observed With an 
antinsense nucleic acid against a proliferation required gene 
may identify other proliferation-required nucleic acids in the 
same pathWay as the target of the antisense nucleic acid. In 
addition, the mRNA expression patterns observed With 
candidate drug compounds may be compared to those 
observed With antisense nucleic acids against a proliferation 
required nucleic acid. If the mRNA expression pattern 
observed With the candidate drug compound is similar to 
that observed With the antisense nucleic acid, the drug 
compound may be a promising therapeutic candidate. Thus, 
the assay Would be useful in assisting in the selection of 
candidate drug compounds for use in screening methods 
such as those described beloW. 

[0141] In cases Where the source of nucleic acid deposited 
on the array and the source of the nucleic acid being 
hybridiZed to the array are from tWo different organisms, 
gene expression arrays can identify homologous genes in the 
tWo organisms. 

[0142] The present invention also contemplates additional 
methods for screening other microorganisms for prolifera 
tion-required genes. In this embodiment, the conserved 
portions of sequences identi?ed as proliferation-required 
can be used to generate degenerate primers for use in the 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The PCR technique is 
Well knoWn in the art. The successful production of a PCR 
product using degenerate probes generated from the 
sequences identi?ed herein Would indicate the presence of a 
homologous gene sequence in the species being screened. 
This homologous gene is then isolated, expressed, and used 
as a target for candidate antibiotic compounds. In another 
aspect of this embodiment, the homologous gene is 
expressed in an autologous organism or in a heterologous 
organism in such a Way as to alter the level or activity of a 
homologous gene required for proliferation in the autolo 
gous or heterologus organism. In still another aspect of this 
embodiment, the homologous gene or portion is expressed 
in an antisense orientation in such a Way as to alter the level 
or activity of a nucleic acid required for proliferation of an 
autologous or heterologous organism. 

[0143] The homologous sequences to proliferation-re 
quired genes identi?ed using the techniques described herein 
may be used to identify proliferation-required genes of 
organisms other than E. coli, to inhibit the proliferation of 
organisms other than E. coli by inhibiting the activity or 
reducing the amount of the identi?ed homologous nucleic 
acid or polypeptide in the organism other than E. coli, or to 
identify compounds Which inhibit the groWth of organisms 
other than E. coli as described beloW. 

[0144] In another embodiment of the present invention, E. 
coli sequences identi?ed as required for proliferation are 
transferred to expression vectors capable of function Within 
non-E coli species. As Would be appreciated by one of 
ordinary skill in the art, expression vectors must contain 
certain elements that are species speci?c. These elements 
can include promoter sequences, operator sequences, repres 
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sor genes, origins of replication, ribosomal binding 
sequences, termination sequences, and others. To use the 
identi?ed exogenous sequences of the present invention, one 
of ordinary skill in the art Would knoW to use standard 
molecular biology techniques to isolate vectors containing 
the sequences of interest from cultured bacterial cells, isolate 
and purify those sequences, and subclone those sequences 
into an expression vector adapted for use in the species of 
bacteria to be screened. 

[0145] Expression vectors for a variety of other species are 
knoWn in the art. For example, Cao et al. report the expres 
sion of steroid receptor fragments in Staphylococcus aureus. 
J. Steroid Biochem Mol Biol. 44(1):1-11 (1993). Also, Pla et 
al. have reported an expression vector that is functional in a 
number of relevant hosts including: Salmonella typhimu 
rium, Pseudomonas putida, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 
J. Bacteriol. 172(8):4448-55 (1990). These examples dem 
onstrate the existence of molecular biology techniques 
capable of constructing expression vectors for the species of 
bacteria of interest to the present invention. 

[0146] FolloWing the subcloning of the identi?ed nucleic 
acid sequences into an expression vector functional in the 
microorganism of interest, the identi?ed nucleic acid 
sequences are conditionally transcribed to assay for bacterial 
groWth inhibition. Those expression vectors found to con 
tain sequences that, When transcribed, inhibit bacterial 
groWth are compared to the knoWn genomic sequence of the 
pathogenic microorganism being screened or, if the homolo 
gous sequence from the organism being screened is not 
knoWn, it may be identi?ed and isolated by hybridiZation to 
the proliferation-required E. coli sequence interest or by 
ampli?cation using primers based on the proliferation-re 
quired E. coli sequence of interest as described above. 

[0147] The antisense sequences from the second organism 
Which are identi?ed as described above may then be oper 
ably linked to a promoter, such as an inducible promoter, and 
introduced into the second organism. The techniques 
described herein for identifying E. coli genes required for 
proliferation may thus be employed to determine Whether 
the identi?ed sequences from a second organism inhibit the 
proliferation of the second organism. 

[0148] Antisense nucleic acids required for the prolifera 
tion of organisms other than E. coli or the genes correspond 
ing thereto, may also be hybridiZed to a microarray con 
taining the E. coli ORFs to gauge the homology betWeen the 
E. coli sequences and the proliferation-required nucleic 
acids from other organisms. For example, the proliferation 
required nucleic acid may be from Staphylococcus aureus, 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Enterobacter cloacae, Helico 
bacter pylori, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Enterococcus faeca 
lis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Haemophilus in?uenzae, 
Salmonella typhimurium, Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Can 
dida albicans, Cryptococcus neoformans, Aspergillus fumi 
gatus, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Salmonella typhi, Salmonella 
paratyphi, Salmonella cholerasuis, Staphylococcus epider 
mia'is, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Mycobacterium leprae, 
T reponema pallia'um, bacillus anthracis, Yersinia pestis, 
Clostridium botulinum, Campylobacter jejuni or Chlamydia 
trachomatus, Chlamydia pneumoniae or any species falling 
Within the genera of any of the above species. The prolif 
eration-required nucleic acids from an organism other than 
E. coli may be hybridiZed to the array under a variety of 
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conditions Which permit hybridization to occur When the 
probe has different levels of homology to the sequence on 
the microarray. This Would provide an indication of homol 
ogy across the organisms as Well as clues to other possible 
essential genes in these organisms. 

[0149] In still another embodiment, the exogenous nucleic 
acid sequences of the present invention that are identi?ed as 
required for bacterial groWth or proliferation can be used as 
antisense therapeutics for killing bacteria. The antisense 
sequences can be directed against the proliferation-required 
genes Whose sequence corresponds to the exogenous nucleic 
acid probes identi?ed here (i.e. the antisense nucleic acid 
may hybridiZe to the gene or a portion thereof). Alterna 
tively, antisense therapeutics can be directed against operons 
in Which proliferation-required genes reside (i.e. the anti 
sense nucleic acid may hybridiZe to any gene in the operon 
in Which the proliferation-required genes reside). Further, 
antisense therapeutics can be directed against a prolifera 
tion-required gene or portion thereof With or Without adja 
cent noncoding sequences, an intragenic sequence (i.e. a 
sequence Within a gene), an intergenic sequence (i.e. a 
sequence betWeen genes), a sequence spanning at least a 
portion of tWo or more genes, a 5‘ noncoding region or a 3‘ 
noncoding region located upstream or doWnstream from the 
actual sequence that is required for bacterial proliferation or 
an operon containing a proliferation-required gene. 

[0150] In addition to therapeutic applications, the present 
invention encompasses the use of nucleic acid sequences 
complementary to sequences required for proliferation as 
diagnostic tools. For example, nucleic acid probes comple 
mentary to proliferation-required sequences that are speci?c 
for particular species of microorganisms can be used as 
probes to identify particular microorganism species in clini 
cal specimens. This utility provides a rapid and dependable 
method by Which to identify the causative agent or agents of 
a bacterial infection. This utility Would provide clinicians 
the ability to prescribe species speci?c antimicrobial com 
pounds to treat such infections. In an extension of this utility, 
antibodies generated against proteins translated from mRNA 
transcribed from proliferation-required sequences can also 
be used to screen for speci?c microorganisms that produce 
such proteins in a species-speci?c manner. 

[0151] The folloWing examples teach the genes of the 
present invention and a subset of uses for the E. coli genes 
identi?ed as required for proliferation. These examples are 
illustrative only and are not intended to limit the scope of the 
present invention. 

EXAMPLES 

[0152] The folloWing examples are directed to the identi 
?cation and exploitation of E. coli genes required for pro 
liferation. Methods of gene identi?cation are discussed as 
Well as a variety of methods to utiliZe the identi?ed 
sequences. 

[0153] Genes Identi?ed as Required for Proliferation of E. 
coli 

[0154] Exogenous nucleic acid sequences Were cloned 
into an inducible expression vector and assayed for groWth 
inhibition activity. Example 1 describes the examination of 
a library of exogenous nucleic acid sequences cloned into 
the IPTG-inducible expression vector pLexSBA (Krause et 
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al., J. Mol. Biol. 274: 365 (1997), the disclosure of Which is 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety). Upon 
activation or induction, the expression vectors produced an 
RNA molecule corresponding to the subcloned exogenous 
nucleic acid sequences. The RNA product Was in an anti 
sense orientation With respect to the E. coli genes from 
Which it Was originally derived. This antisense RNA then 
interacted With sense mRNA produced from various E. coli 
genes and interfered With or inhibited the translation of the 
sense messenger RNA (mRNA) thus preventing protein 
production from these sense mRNA molecules. In cases 
Where the sense mRNA encoded a protein required for the 
proliferation, bacterial cells containing an activated expres 
sion vector failed to groW or greW at a substantially reduced 
rate. Similar results have also be obtained in cases Where the 
gene encodes a non-translated RNA, such as a ribosomal 
RNA. 

Example 1 

Inhibition of Bacterial Proliferation After IPTG 
Induction 

[0155] To study the effects of transcriptional induction in 
liquid medium, groWth curves Were carried out by back 
diluting cultures 1:200 into fresh media With or Without 1 
mM IPTG and measuring the OD 450 every 30 minutes (min). 
To study the effects of transcriptional induction on solid 
medium, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107 and 108 fold dilutions 
of overnight cultures Were prepared. Aliquots of from 0.5 to 
3 pl of these dilutions Were spotted on selective agar plates 
With or Without 1 mM IPTG. After overnight incubation, the 
plates Were compared to assess the sensitivity of the clones 
to IPTG. 

[0156] Of the numerous clones tested, some clones Were 
identi?ed as containing a sequence that inhibited E. coli 
groWth after IPTG induction. Accordingly, the gene to Which 
the inserted nucleic acid sequence corresponds, or a gene 
Within the operon containing the inserted nucleic acid, may 
be required for proliferation in E. coli. 

[0157] Characterization of Isolated Clones Negatively 
Affecting E. coli Proliferation 

[0158] FolloWing the identi?cation of those expression 
vectors that, upon expression, negatively impacted E. coli 
groWth or proliferation, the inserts or nucleic acid fragments 
contained in those expression vectors Were isolated for 
subsequent characteriZation. Inserts in expression vectors of 
interest Were subjected to nucleic acid sequence determina 
tion. 

Example 2 

Nucleic Acid Sequence Determination of Identi?ed 
Clones Expressing Nucleic Acid Fragments With 

Detrimental Effects of E. coli Proliferation 

[0159] The nucleotide sequences for the exogenous iden 
ti?ed sequences Were determined using plasmid DNA iso 
lated using QIAPREP (Qiagen, Valencia, Calif.) and meth 
ods supplied by the manufacturer. The primers used for 
sequencing the inserts Were 5‘-TGTTTATCAGACCGCTT 
3‘ (SEQ ID NO: 1) and 5‘-ACAATTTCACACAGCCTC-3‘ 
(SEQ ID NO: 2). These sequences ?ank the polylinker in 
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pLEX5BA. Sequence identi?cation numbers (SEQ ID NOs) 
for the identi?ed inserts are listed in Table I and discussed 
below. 

Example 3 

Comparison of Isolated Sequences to KnoWn 
Sequences 

[0160] The nucleic acid sequences of the subcloned frag 
ments obtained from the expression vectors discussed above 
Were compared to knoWn E. coli sequences in GenBank 
using BLAST version 1.4 or version 2.0.6 using the folloW 
ing default parameters: Filtering off, cost to open a gap=5, 
cost to extend a gap=2, penalty for a mismatch in the blast 
portion of run=—3, reWard for a match in the blast portion of 
run=1, expectation value (e)=10.0, Word siZe=11, number of 
one-line descriptions=100, number of alignments to shoW 
(B)=100. BLAST is described in Altschul, J Mol Biol. 
215:403-10 (1990), the disclosure of Which is incorporated 
herein by reference in its entirety. Expression vectors Were 
found to contain nucleic acid sequences in both the sense 
and antisense orientations. The presence of knoWn genes, 
open reading frames, and ribosome binding sites Was deter 
mined by comparison to public databases holding genetic 
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information and various computer programs such as the 
Genetics Computer Group programs FRAMES and 
CODONPREFERENCE. Clones Were designated as “anti 
sense” if the cloned fragment Was oriented to the promoter 
such that the RNA transcript produced Was complementary 
to the expressed mRNA from a chromosomal locus. Clones 
Were designated as “sense” if they coded for an RNA 
fragment that Was identical to a portion of a Wild type 
mRNA from a chromosomal locus. 

[0161] The sequences described in Examples 1-2 that 
inhibited bacterial proliferation and contained gene frag 
ments in an antisense orientation are listed in Table I. This 
table lists each identi?ed sequence by: a sequence identi? 
cation number; a Molecule Number; a gene to Which the 
identi?ed sequence corresponds, listed according to the 
National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), 
Blattner (Science 277: 1453-1474(1997); also contains the E. 
coli K-12 genome sequence), or Rudd (Micro. and M01. Rev. 
621985-1019 (1998)), (both papers are hereby incorporated 
by reference) nomenclatures. The CONTIG numbers for 
each identi?ed sequence is shoWn, as Well as the location of 
the ?rst and last base pairs located on the E. coli chromo 
some. A Molecule Number With a “**” indicates a clone 

corresponding to an intergenic sequence. 

TABLE I 

Identi?ed Clones With Corresponding Genes and Operons 

Seq Molecule Gene Gene Gene 
Clone Name ID No. (NCBI) (Blattner) (Rudd) Contig Start Stop 

626.024 1 EcXA056 f320 b1113 ycfS AE000211 7631 7971 
E1M10000116B1 2 EcXA056b ycfS b1113 ycfS AE000211 7658 7847 
E1M10000155F12 3 EcXA056c ycfS b1113 ycfS AE000211 7649 8037 
Z56-D2 4 EcXA057 arp b4017 arp AE000474 14059 14440 
E1M10000144B6 5 EcXA057b arp b4017 arp AE000474 14187 14385 
Z60-P16 6 EcXA058 rplC b3320 rplC AE000408 10002 10338 
Z80-D1O 7 EcXAO59 ypjA b2647 ypjA AEOOO349 10402 10493 

AE000350 1 728 
P33—1.C22 8 EcXAO 60 rplR b3304 rplR AE000408 2763 2958 
E1M10000161C06 9 EcXA060b RplR; b3304, RplR, AE000408 3006 3477 

rplF b3305 rplF 
P35-7 10 EcXA061 malE b4034 malE AE000476 11925 12089 
P35-8 11 EcXAO 62 rep b3778 rep AE000454 4438 4111 
P38—1.G20 12 EcXA063 elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 9912 9581 
E1M10000107H4 13 EcXA063b elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 9520 9389 
E1M10000122B03 14 EcXA063c elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 9979 9715 
E1M10000139B07 15 EcXA063d elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 10171 9533 
E1M10000152G3 16 EcXA063e elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 9535 9406 
E1M10000143G03 17 EcXA063f elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 10104 9869 
E1M10000131H01 18 EcXA063h elaD b2269 elaD AE000316 9953 9746 
P319—4.06 19 EcXA064 CyoE b0428 cyoE AE000149 2140 2293 
P323—1.M10 20 EcXAO 65 DgoA b3 692 YidU AE000446 6005 6272 
E1M10000111E4 21 EcXA065b DgoA b3692 YidU AE000446 6005 6133 
P323—8.P1 22 EcXA066 RpmI b1717 RpmI AE000266 10240 10390 
E1M10000137G09 23 EcXA066b RplT; r b1716; RplT; AE000266 9947 10525 

pmI b1717 RpmI 
P326-22 E17 24 EcXAO 67 xylF b3566 XylF AE000434 288 95 
P326—9.K2 25 EcXA068 YhfL; b3369; yhfL; AE000413 581 306 

yhfM b3370 yhfM 
P327—50.M10 26 EcXA069 RplD; b3319; rplD; AE000408 9747 9900 

rplC b3320 rplC 
E1M10000110G1 27 EcXA069b RplD; b3319; rplD; AE000408 9789 9933 

rplC b3320 rplC 
E1M10000121D08 28 EcXA069c RplD; b3319, RplD, AE000408 9737 10002 

rplC b3320 rplC 
E1M10000136H1 29 EcXA069d RplD; b3319; RplD, AE000408 9707 10241 

rplC b3320 rplC 
E1M10000126E08 30 EcXA069e rplC b3320 RplC AE000408 10157 10379 
E1M10000137C04 31 EcXA069f RplD; b3319; RplD, AE000408 9783 10007 

rplC b3320 RplC 


































































