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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method of playing a modi?ed blackjack game With a 
dealer and at least one player comprises providing a stack of 
playing cards including a plurality of decks, and selecting a 
card from among the stack of playing cards to serve as both 
a cut card and a Wild card. The cut/Wild card is not playable 
by the dealer. The cut/Wild card is placed into generally the 
loWer portion of the stack of playing cards. A value for the 
cut/Wild card is selected by the player that is dealt the 
cut/Wild card. The selected value may be taken from among 
the values associated With any one of the playing cards. 
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METHOD OF PLAYING A MODIFIED 
BLACKJACK GAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to games, and 
more particularly to a method of playing a variation to a 
blackjack card game. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The game of “blackjack” or “tWenty-one” is per 
haps the most popular card game played in casinos through 
out the United States. This game is typically played With a 
standard deck of playing cards containing ?fty-tWo cards in 
four different suits. The object of the game is for each player 
to collect a number of cards in his or her hand Whereby the 
total point value assigned to the cards in a player’s hand is 
as close to possible to tWenty-one Without going over. 
Numbered cards (i.e., 2-10) are assigned a numerical value 
equal to their face value and face cards (i.e., king, queen and 
jack) are assigned a numerical value of ten points each. An 
ace card may be assigned either a point value of one or 
eleven—Whichever value gives a more favorable hand to the 
player. If the point value in a player’s hand exceeds tWenty 
one points, the player “busts” and is eliminated from further 
play until a Winner is declared and the next hand is dealt. 

[0003] Blackjack is typically played at tables that include 
a location for a dealer and up to seven additional players. 
Each player places a Wager and, along With the dealer, 
initially receives tWo cards. In traditional blackjack, each 
player is playing against the dealer or “house”. The dealer or 
house acts as the bank, paying all losses and collecting all 
Winnings from the other players at the table. In order to Win 
his or her Wager, the cards in a player’s hand must have a 
higher total point value than the total point value in the 
dealer’s hand Without going over tWenty-one points. 

[0004] During a player’s turn, a player may elect to draW 
additional cards (i.e., take a “hit”) or play only the cards 
currently held in his or her hand (i.e., “stand”). Aplayer may 
continue to receive additional cards in order to try to reach 
a point total of tWenty-one Without exceeding tWenty-one. It 
is not necessary to reach tWenty-one points to Win a game; 
it is only necessary to come closer to tWenty-one points than 
the dealer. Since the dealer receives one of his tWo initial 
cards facedoWn (i.e., a “hole” card), the players knoW only 
half of the cards in the dealer’s initial hand. This adds an 
element of uncertainty to a player’s decision to take a hit or 
stand. 

[0005] The risk of losing a hand by exceeding tWenty-one 
points (i.e., “busting”) by taking an additional card increases 
as the point total of the cards in the player’s hand approaches 
tWenty-one. Aplayer increases the probability of beating the 
dealer’s card total by selectively and strategically hitting or 
standing on a particular card situation. Under most house 
rules, the dealer must take a hit on any point total of sixteen 
or less and must stand on any point total of seventeen or 
more. Each player at the table Who comes closer to a point 
total of tWenty-one than the dealer Without exceeding 
tWenty-one Wins his or her Wager. Conversely, each player 
Who “busts” or Who does not achieve a higher point total 
than the dealer loses the hand and the corresponding Wager 
for that hand. Even if the dealer also busts, the player still 
loses When the player busts. 
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[0006] A “blackjack” occurs When a player or the dealer 
receives an ace and a face card or ten. A blackjack by the 
dealer ends the game, causing all other players to lose their 
Wagers. Ablackj ack for a player is the best possible hand for 
the player and beats the dealer unless the dealer also has a 
blackjack. Ties betWeen the player and the dealer are a 
“push” and are typically Won by the house. Players at a 
blackjack table Will typically play multiple successive hands 
and players may enter and leave the game at any time 
betWeen hands. 

[0007] After all of the players have taken hits or have 
stood on their hand, the dealer stands or hits based on 
preestablished rules of the game. The conventional manner 
of play requires the dealer to take a hit Whenever the dealer’s 
hand is a “soft 17” count. HoWever, in other casinos, the 
dealer stands on a soft 17 count. The term “soft” means that 
the ace is valued as a count of eleven, instead of as a count 
of one. Asoft 17 occurs When the dealer has an ace and a six 
(or multiple cards that add up to six). The dealer Will stand 
on soft 18s, soft 19s and soft 20s. 

[0008] A draWback With traditional forms of blackjack is 
that the set point values of the cards may make the game 
someWhat predictable so as to eventually bore players after 
a feW hands. Moreover, there is no incentive built-into the 
game for playing additional hands beyond other than the 
usual reasons of Winning money or recouping money lost in 
previous Wagers. 
[0009] There is a need to provide a modi?ed version of 
blackjack that generates additional unpredictability, excite 
ment, and revenue for both players and casinos relative to 
traditional forms of blackjack. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] A method of playing a modi?ed blackjack game 
With a dealer and at least one player includes providing stack 
of playing cards including a plurality of decks, preferably 
?ve to seven decks. Each deck is preferably a conventional 
?fty-tWo card, four-suit collection. A card is selected from 
among the stack of playing cards to serve as both a cut card 
and a Wild card. The cut/Wild card, either a joker card or 
another designated card, is not playable by the dealer. The 
cut/Wild card is placed either by a player or the dealerinto a 
generally loWer portion, preferably a loWer third level, of the 
stack of playing cards. When a player is dealt the cut/Wild 
card, the player may select a value for the cut/Wild card from 
among the values associated With any one of the playing 
cards. Preferably, one cut/Wild card is used for the stack of 
playing cards. Moreover, the cut/Wild card is preferably 
prevented from being used by a player to double doWn or 
split. Further, the selection of the value for the cut/Wild card 
is preferably limited to a value for making blackjack or 
“tWenty-one” (i.e., automatic 21 by Which the player Would 
not Win in a tie With the dealer’s 21). 

[0011] A?rst advantage of the present invention is that the 
anticipation of receiving a cut/Wild card keeps players at the 
table longer for the bene?t of the casinos. 

[0012] Asecond advantage of the present invention is that 
players may tend to place larger Wagers in anticipation of 
receiving the cut/Wild card for the bene?t of both players and 
the casinos. 

[0013] A third advantage of the present invention is that 
the use of the cut/Wild card adds fun to the game of 
blackjack. 
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[0014] A fourth advantage of the present invention is that 
the modi?ed version of blackjack creates neW marketing 
opportunities for casinos. 

[0015] A ?fth advantage of the present invention is that 
dealers do not need to learn an entirely neW game. 

[0016] A sixth advantage of the present invention is that 
players do not need to “Work at it”. 

[0017] Aseventh advantage of the present invention is that 
the modi?ed game accentuates and updates the most popular 
table game in a gaming establishment. 

[0018] An eighth advantage of the present invention is that 
the modi?ed game adds revenue to the gaming establish 
ment. 

[0019] A ninth advantage of the present invention is that 
the gaming table and shoe need no modi?cation—the casino 
could simply change the signage. 

[0020] These and other advantages of the present inven 
tion Will become more apparent in the light of the folloWing 
detailed description and accompanying ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] The FIGURE is a How diagram of a method of 
playing a modi?ed game of blackjack in accordance With the 
present invention 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0022] Turning to the FIGURE, a method of playing a 
modi?ed blackjack card game in accordance With the 
present invention Will be described With respect to a How 
diagram. The How diagram is not meant to illustrate the 
entire rules of the game of blackjack Which are Well-knoWn, 
but rather to illustrate modi?cations to the game in accor 
dance With the present invention. 

[0023] The game is preferably played at a conventional 
blackjack table Which seats the dealer and one to seven 
players. Typically, a betting square is printed on the table in 
front of each player’s seat. A chip tray is located in front of 
the dealer. To the dealer’s left is the deck or shoe for holding 
a stack of playing cards. To the dealer’s right is a money 
drop slot Where currency and tips in the form of betting chips 
are deposited. 

[0024] With reference to step 10, a dealer, typically an 
employee at a casino, provides a stack of conventional 
playing cards including several decks (preferably ?ve to 
seven decks) and places the decks into a deck shoe after the 
decks have been shuffled by the dealer and cut by one of the 
players. The use of multiple decks alloWs the dealer to deal 
more hands per hour to increase casino revenue, and to 
reduce the player advantage gained from card counting. 
Each deck preferably comprises a ?fty-tWo card, four-suit 
collection. HoWever, some cards in a deck may be removed 
from play, or other types of playing cards that can be 
ascribed point values may be substituted Without departing 
from the scope of the present invention. 

[0025] After the stack of playing cards have been shuffled, 
a card is selected from the stack in accordance With the 
present invention by either the dealer or the player to serve 
as both a cut card and a Wild card (step 12). The cut/Wild 
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card is not played if received by the dealer, but rather is 
discarded and another card is dealt to the dealer’s hand. 
Preferably, the cut/Wild card is a card such as a joker, but the 
cut/Wild card may be selected from among other face or 
number cards—or may be a card made speci?cally for this 
purpose and may bear a distinctive logo/design Which may 
include the casino’s logo—Without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. Further in accordance With the 
present invention, the cut/Wild card is then placed by the 
dealer into a loWer portion of the stack of playing cards, 
preferably a loWer third level of the stack (step 14). The 
cut/Wild card may be inserted faceup in the stack or other 
Wise marked to distinguish it from other identical cards from 
the other decks used in the stack of playing cards. 

[0026] Traditionally, Wagers expressed in the form of 
gambling chips may be placed by the players in the respec 
tive betting squares. For example, the Wager may be a 
minimum of $10.00 and a maximum of $200.00 With the 
payoff for blackjack or tWenty-one being typically about 
150% of the Wager. Even money may be substituted for the 
150% payoff as a tradeoff for the cut/Wild card and/or in 
exchange for multiple cut/Wild cards in a shoe. Once the 
Wagers have been placed by the players, tWo cards are dealt 
by the dealer to the players one at a time in a direction from 
left to right around the table. Cards may be dealt either 
facedoWn or, more typically, faceup depending on the rules 
of the casino. The dealer receives one card facedoWn and 
one card faceup. Each player may then elect to receive no 
additional cards, or to receive one or more cards With the 
objective of exceeding the point total of the dealer’s hand 
Without exceeding tWenty-one points. 

[0027] Aplayer typically may elect to “split” tWo cards of 
the same point value into tWo simultaneous hands in Which 
the original Wager Will go With one card and the player Will 
have to place an equal amount of chips in the betting box 
near the other card. The player is noW playing tWo simul 
taneous hands as though they Were regular hands. Typically, 
hoWever, an exception is made When splitting tWo aces. In 
this case, the player only gets one card for each hand. If a 
split ace hand totals tWenty-one, the split hand is typically 
paid 100% of the Wager—not the regular 150% of the Wager. 
Moreover, a player may typically double the Wager (i.e., 
“double doWn”) on a hand during play. 

[0028] In accordance With the present invention, a player 
Who eventually is dealt the cut/Wild card (step 16) may select 
a point value for the cut/Wild card from among the values 
associated With any one of the playing cards (i.e., from one 
to eleven points). The selected point value is selected in 
order to bring the point total of the hand to tWenty-one. 
Preferably, the value for the cut/Wild card is limited to 
making tWenty-one points in the player’s hand. In other 
Words, the cut/Wild card cannot be used by a player to double 
doWn, or to split or re-split the player’s hand. 

[0029] The method of playing modi?ed blackjack in 
accordance With the present invention offers several bene?ts 
over traditional forms of blackjack. First, the anticipation of 
receiving a cut/Wild card that is inserted in the loWer portion 
of the stack of playing cards is an incentive to keep players 
at the blackjack table longer relative to the traditional game 
so as to bene?t the casinos. Second, players may tend to 
place larger Wagers in anticipation of receiving the cut/Wild 
card, Whereby such increased Wagers can bene?t both the 
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player if he or she Wins, or bene?t the casino if the house 
Wins. Third, the cut/Wild card adds unpredictability and 
excitement to the game because of the increased Winning 
probability to the person holding the cut/Wild card. Fourth, 
the added excitement can create neW marketing opportuni 
ties for casinos for draWing in additional players relative to 
traditional blackjack. Fifth, the modi?ed version in accor 
dance With the present invention does not require players to 
learn an entirely neW game Which might otherWise intimi 
date and scare players aWay from playing the game. Sixth, 
players do not need additional skill relative to traditional 
blackjack in order to play. Seventh, the draW of additional 
players, increased playing time and increased Wagers can 
tend to generate additional revenue for the casinos. Eight, 
the gaming table and shoe need no modi?cation—casino 
could simply change the signage. Ninth, the modi?ed ver 
sion in accordance With the present invention provides 
marketing opportunities to the casino for such claims as, for 
eXample, “The Best Odds in Blackjack” or “Players Get the 
Best Odds in Blackjack” or “Improve Your Odds”. 

[0030] Although the invention has been shoWn and 
described in a preferred embodiment, it should be under 
stood that numerous modi?cations can be made Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
Accordingly, the present invention has been shoWn and 
described by Way of illustration rather than limitation. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of playing a modi?ed blackjack game With a 

dealer and at least one player, comprising the steps of: 

providing a stack of playing cards including a plurality of 
decks; 

selecting a card from among the stack of playing cards to 
serve as both a cut card and a Wild card, the cut/Wild 
card not being playable by the dealer; 

placing the cut/Wild card into generally the loWer portion 
of the stack of playing cards; and 

selecting a value for the cut/Wild card by the player that 
is dealt the cut/Wild card, the selected value being taken 
from among the values associated With any one of the 
playing cards. 

2. A method as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the cut/Wild 
card is a joker card. 

3. A method as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the step of 
placing includes inserting the cut/Wild card generally into a 
loWer third level of the stack of playing cards. 

4. A method as de?ned in claim 1, further including the 
step of preventing the cut/Wild card from being used to 
double doWn. 

5. A method as de?ned in claim 1, further including the 
step of preventing the cut/Wild card from being used to split. 

6. A method as de?ned in claim 1, further including the 
step of limiting one cut/Wild card to the stack of playing 
cards. 
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7. A method as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the step of 
selecting a value for the cut/Wild card is limited to a value 
for making blackjack or tWenty-one. 

8. A method as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the stack of 
playing cards includes ?ve to seven decks. 

9. A method as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the step of 
placing the cut/Wild card includes inserting the cut/Wild card 
faceup into the stack of playing cards. 

10. A method as de?ned in claim 1, further including the 
step of placing a Wager during play of each hand, the 
minimum amount of the Wager being about $10.00. 

11. A method as de?ned in claim 1, further including the 
step of placing a Wager during play of each hand, the 
maXimum amount of the Wager being about $200.00. 

12. A method of playing a modi?ed blackjack game With 
a dealer and at least one player, comprising the steps of: 

providing a stack of playing cards including about ?ve to 
about seven decks; 

selecting a card from among the stack of playing cards to 
serve as both a cut card and a Wild card, the cut/Wild 
card not being playable by the dealer; 

placing the cut/Wild card into generally a loWer third level 
of the stack of playing cards; and 

selecting a value for the cut/Wild card by the player that 
is dealt the cut/Wild card, the selected value being taken 
from among the values associated With any one of the 
playing cards. 

13. A method as de?ned in claim 12, Wherein the cut/Wild 
card is a joker card. 

14. A method as de?ned in claim 12, further including the 
step of preventing the cut/Wild card from being used to 
double doWn. 

15. A method as de?ned in claim 12, further including the 
step of preventing the cut/Wild card from being used to split. 

16. A method as de?ned in claim 12, further including the 
step of limiting one cut/Wild card to the stack of playing 
cards. 

17. A method as de?ned in claim 12, Wherein the step of 
selecting a value for the cut/Wild card is limited to a value 
for making blackjack or tWenty-one. 

18. A method as de?ned in claim 12, Wherein the step of 
placing the cut/Wild card includes inserting the cut/Wild card 
faceup into the stack of playing cards. 

19. A method as de?ned in claim 12, further including the 
step of placing a Wager during play of each hand, the 
minimum amount of the Wager being about $10.00. 

20. A method as de?ned in claim 12, further including the 
step of placing a Wager during play of each hand, the 
maXimum amount of the Wager being about $200.00. 

* * * * * 


