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(57) ABSTRACT 

In a system for remote monitoring of vehicle tire pressure, 
a system and method for identifying tire location. A tire 
pressure monitor for each tire includes a sensor for sensing 
tire pressure, a transmitter for transmitting a signal repre 
sentative of the sensed tire pressure, and a sensor for sensing 
an impact to the tire and for actuating the transmitter to 
transmit a tire pressure signal in response. A receiver for 
mounting on the vehicle receives the tire pressure signals. A 
controller for mounting on the vehicle communicates With 
the receiver and is for use in conveying tire pressure and 
location information to a user. When the vehicle is station 
ary, each tire is struck in a preselected sequence so that each 
received tire pressure signal is automatically associated With 
one of the plurality of tire locations. 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TIRE PRESSURE 
MONITORING INCLUDING TIRE LOCATION 

RECOGNITION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. provi 
sional application Serial No. 60/360,762, ?led Mar. 1, 2002. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates generally to Wireless 
vehicle tire pressure monitoring and, more particularly, to a 
system and method for Wireless vehicle tire pressure moni 
toring that provide for recognition of tire location. 

[0004] 2. Background 

[0005] It is knoWn in the automotive industry to provide 
for Wireless monitoring of vehicle tire parameters, particu 
larly tire pressure. In such tire pressure monitoring systems, 
tire pressure sensors and radio frequency (RF) transmitters 
are mounted inside each tire, typically adjacent the in?ation 
valve stem. In each tire, the tire pressure sensed by the tire 
pressure sensor is transmitted by the transmitter to a 
receiver/controller located on-board the vehicle. The tire 
pressure information delivered to the receiver/controller by 
the RF signals from the transmitters is subsequently con 
veyed to a vehicle operator or occupant, typically in the form 
of a display. 

[0006] Exemplary tire pressure monitoring systems are 
described and shoWn in US. Pat. Nos. 6,112,587 and 
6,034,597. To recogniZe the particular tire location (e.g., 
front left (FL), front right (FR), rear left (RL), rear right 
(RR)) associated With an RF signal received from a tire 
transmitter, such tire pressure monitoring systems are pro 
grammed in an initialiZation or sign-up operation. That is, in 
order to provide a vehicle operator With information speci?c 
to each vehicle tire, programming of the tire pressure 
monitoring system is undertaken by a technician or vehicle 
oWner so that each RF signal from a tire transmitter Will be 
associated With a particular tire location. 

[0007] Current tire pressure monitoring systems use a 
magnetic reed sWitch in each tire for such programming. 
More particularly, after the on-board vehicle/controller is 
placed into a program, initialiZation, or sign-up mode, the 
magnetic reed sWitch in each tire is activated by a technician 
or vehicle oWner using a magnet. Such activation causes the 
tire transmitter in the tire to transmit a tire pressure signal to 
the controller the vehicle. In that regard, each pressure 
sensor and/or transmitter has a unique identi?cation code 
associated thereWith, Which identi?cation code is transmit 
ted With the tire pressure signal. Using such identi?cation 
codes, and by folloWing a preselected sequence for activat 
ing each magnetic reed sWitch, the controller associates each 
tire pressure signal With a particular tire location. 

[0008] Such a magnet and reed sWitch programming tech 
nique, hoWever, has various problems associated thereWith. 
As is readily apparent, each time the vehicle tires are rotated 
or changed from their initial locations, this programming 
technique must be repeated to ensure that the tire pressure 
monitoring system continues to operate properly by convey 
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ing accurate information, including tire location, to the 
vehicle operator. As a result, and because this programming 
technique is relatively complex, the possibility of inaccurate 
operation of the system is increased, particularly if such 
programming is not performed by a trained technician. 
Moreover, in the event the magnet for activating the reed 
sWitches is misplaced or lost, the tire pressure monitoring 
system cannot be properly programmed after tire rotation. 
The magnet and reed sWitches are also additional compo 
nents that generally increase the cost of the tire pressure 
monitoring system. 

[0009] These problems can be overcome through the use 
of additional equipment or devices for use in determining 
tire locations. For eXample, multiple antenna, each associ 
ated With a particular tire, and/or specialiZed transmitters 
may be employed. Such additional equipment or devices, 
hoWever, add signi?cant cost to a tire pressure monitoring 
system. 

[0010] Thus, there eXists a need for an improved system 
and method for identifying tire locations in a tire pressure 
monitoring system. Such a system and method Would be 
easier and simpler, as Well as less expensive than eXisting 
system and methods for identifying tire locations. Such a 
system and method Would also provide for accurate identi 
?cation of tire locations even after tire rotation, Without the 
need for additional equipment or components. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] Accordingly, the present invention provides an 
improved system and method for vehicle tire pressure moni 
toring that provide for recognition of tire location. 

[0012] According to the present invention, then, in a 
system for remote monitoring of tire pressure in a vehicle 
having a plurality of tires, each tire having a location, a 
system is provided for identifying tire location. The system 
comprises a plurality of tire monitors, each monitor for 
mounting in one of the plurality of tires, each monitor 
comprising a sensor for sensing tire pressure, a transmitter 
for transmitting a signal representative of the sensed tire 
pressure, and a sensor for sensing an impact to the tire and 
for actuating the transmitter to transmit a tire pressure signal 
in response thereto. The system further comprises a receiver 
for mounting on-board the vehicle for receiving the tire 
pressure signals transmitted by the transmitters, and a con 
troller for mounting on-board the vehicle and to be provided 
in communication With the receiver, the controller for pro 
cessing tire pressure signals received by the receiver and 
conveying tire pressure and location information to a user. 
When the vehicle is stationary, each of the plurality of tires 
is struck in a preselected sequence so that, for each tire, the 
impact sensor actuates the transmitter to transmit a tire 
pressure signal and each received tire pressure signal is 
automatically associated With one of the plurality of tire 
locations. 

[0013] Also according to the present invention, in a sys 
tem for remote monitoring of tire pressure in a vehicle 
having a plurality of tires, each tire having a location, a 
method is provided for identifying tire location. The method 
comprises providing a plurality of tire monitors, each moni 
tor for mounting in one of the plurality of tires, each monitor 
comprising a sensor for sensing tire pressure, a transmitter 
for transmitting a signal representative of the sensed tire 
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pressure, and a sensor for sensing an impact to the tire and 
for actuating the transmitter to transmit a tire pressure signal 
in response thereto. The method further comprises providing 
a receiver for mounting on-board the vehicle for receiving 
the tire pressure signals transmitted by the transmitters, and 
providing a controller for mounting on-board the vehicle and 
to be provided in communication With the receiver, the 
controller for processing tire pressure signals received by the 
receiver and conveying tire pressure and location informa 
tion to a user. When the vehicle is stationary, each of the 
plurality of tires is struck in a preselected sequence so that, 
for each tire, the impact sensor actuates the transmitter to 
transmit a tire pressure signal and each received tire pressure 
signal is automatically associated With one of the plurality of 
tire locations. 

[0014] According to an alternative embodiment of the 
present invention, in a system for remote monitoring of tire 
pressure in a vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire 
having a location, a system is provided for identifying tire 
location. The system comprises a plurality of tire monitors, 
each monitor for mounting in one of the plurality of tires, 
each monitor comprising a sensor for sensing tire pressure, 
a transmitter for transmitting a signal representative of the 
sensed tire pressure, and a sensor for sensing an impact to 
the tire and for actuating the transmitter to transmit a tire 
pressure signal in response thereto. The system further 
comprises a receiver for mounting on-board the vehicle for 
receiving the tire pressure signals transmitted by the trans 
mitters, and a controller for mounting on-board the vehicle 
and to be provided in communication With the receiver, the 
controller for processing tire pressure signals received by the 
receiver and for conveying tire pressure information to a 
user. To identify a tire location associated With a loW tire 
pressure indiction conveyed by the controller, at least one 
tire is struck When the vehicle is stationary so that the 
associated impact sensor actuates the associated transmitter 
and, if the associated tire pressure signal transmitted repre 
sents a loW tire pressure, the controller conveys con?rma 
tory information that the at least one tire struck has loW 
pressure. 

[0015] Also according to an alternative embodiment of the 
present invention, in a system for remote monitoring of tire 
pressure in a vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire 
having a location, a method is provided for identifying tire 
location. The method comprises providing a plurality of tire 
monitors, each monitor for mounting in one of the plurality 
of tires, each monitor comprising a sensor for sensing tire 
pressure, a transmitter for transmitting a signal representa 
tive of the sensed tire pressure, and a sensor for sensing an 
impact to the tire and for actuating the transmitter to transmit 
a tire pressure signal in response thereto. The method further 
comprises providing a receiver for mounting on-board the 
vehicle for receiving the tire pressure signals transmitted by 
the transmitters, and providing a controller for mounting 
on-board the vehicle and to be provided in communication 
With the receiver, the controller for processing tire pressure 
signals received by the receiver and for conveying tire 
pressure information to a user. To identify a tire location 
associated With a loW tire pressure indiction conveyed by the 
controller, at least one tire is struck When the vehicle is 
stationary so that the associated impact sensor actuates the 
associated transmitter and, if the associated tire pressure 
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signal transmitted represents a loW tire pressure, the con 
troller conveys con?rmatory information that the at least one 
tire struck has loW pressure. 

[0016] These and other features and advantages of the 
present invention Will be readily apparent upon consider 
ation of the folloWing detailed description of the invention 
in conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed, representative block dia 
gram of the system of the present invention for identifying 
tire location in a tire pressure monitoring system; and 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a simpli?ed, representative ?oWchart of 
the method of the present invention for identifying tire 
location in a tire pressure monitoring system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0019] Referring noW to the Figures, the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention Will noW be described 
in detail. As previously noted, it is knoWn in the automotive 
industry to provide for Wireless monitoring of vehicle tire 
parameters, particularly tire pressure. In such tire pressure 
monitoring systems, tire pressure sensors and radio fre 
quency (RF) transmitters are mounted inside each tire, 
typically adjacent the in?ation valve stem. In each tire, the 
tire pressure sensed by the tire pressure sensor is transmitted 
by the transmitter to a receiver/controller located on-board 
the vehicle. The tire pressure information delivered to the 
receiver/controller by the RF signals from the transmitters is 
subsequently conveyed to a vehicle operator or occupant, 
typically in the form of a display. 

[0020] As also noted previously, to recogniZe the particu 
lar tire location (e.g., front left (FL), front right (FR), rear 
left (RL), rear right (RR)) associated With an RF signal 
received from a tire transmitter, such tire pressure monitor 
ing systems are programmed in an initialiZation or sign-up 
operation. That is, in order to provide a vehicle operator With 
information speci?c to each vehicle tire, programming of the 
tire pressure monitoring system is undertaken by a techni 
cian or vehicle oWner so that each RF signal from a tire 
transmitter Will be associated With a particular tire location. 

[0021] Current tire pressure monitoring systems use a 
magnetic reed sWitch in each tire for such programming. 
More particularly, after the on-board vehicle/controller is 
placed into a program, initialiZation, or sign-up mode, the 
magnetic reed sWitch in each tire is activated by a technician 
or vehicle oWner using a magnet. Such activation causes the 
tire transmitter in the tire to transmit a tire pressure signal to 
the controller the vehicle. In that regard, each pressure 
sensor and/or transmitter has a unique identi?cation code 
associated thereWith, Which identi?cation code is transmit 
ted With the tire pressure signal. Using such identi?cation 
codes, and by folloWing a preselected sequence for activat 
ing each magnetic reed sWitch, the controller associates each 
tire pressure signal With a particular tire location. 

[0022] As noted above, hoWever, such a magnet and reed 
sWitch programming technique has various problems asso 
ciated thereWith. As is readily apparent, each time the 
vehicle tires are rotated or changed from their initial loca 
tions, this programming technique must be repeated to 
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ensure that the tire pressure monitoring system continues to 
operate properly by conveying accurate information, includ 
ing tire location, to the vehicle operator. As a result, and 
because this programming technique is relatively complex, 
the possibility of inaccurate operation of the system is 
increased, particularly if such programming is not per 
formed by a trained technician. Moreover, in the event the 
magnet for activating the reed sWitches is misplaced or lost, 
the tire pressure monitoring system cannot be properly 
programmed after tire rotation. The magnet and reed 
sWitches are also additional components that generally 
increase the cost of the tire pressure monitoring system. 

[0023] These problems can be overcome through the use 
of additional equipment or devices for use in determining 
tire locations. For eXample, multiple antenna, each associ 
ated With a particular tire, and/or specialiZed transmitters 
may be employed. Such additional equipment or devices, 
hoWever, add signi?cant cost to a tire pressure monitoring 
system. 

[0024] As a result, there eXists a need for an improved 
system and method for identifying tire locations in a tire 
pressure monitoring system. Such a system and method 
Would be easier and simpler, as Well as less expensive than 
eXisting system and methods for identifying tire locations. 
Such a system and method Would also provide for accurate 
identi?cation of tire locations even after tire rotation, With 
out the need for additional equipment or components. 

[0025] Referring noW to FIG. 1, a simpli?ed, representa 
tive block diagram of the system of the present invention for 
identifying tire location in a tire pressure monitoring system 
is shoWn, denoted generally by reference numeral 10. As 
seen therein, the system (10) is designed for use in a vehicle 
(12) having a plurality of tires (14). Each one of the plurality 
of tires (14) has a tire location associated thereWith, such as 
front left (FL), front right (FR), rear left (RL), and rear right 
(RR). It should be noted here that While the present inven 
tion is described herein for use in an automotive vehicle 
having four tires, such an environment is eXemplary only. 
That is, the present invention is suitable for use in any type 
of vehicle having any number of tires. 

[0026] Still referring to FIG. 1, the system (10) includes 
a plurality of tire monitors (16). Each tire monitor (16) is 
provided for mounting in one of the plurality of tires (14). 
In that regard, each tire monitor (16) is preferably located 
inside the tire (14) adjacent the tire in?ation valve stem (not 
shoWn), although any mounting location knoWn in the art 
may be used. Each tire monitor (16) includes an appropriate 
sensor (17) and/or other devices (not shoWn), for sensing, 
determining and/or monitoring at least the pressure of the 
associated tire (14). It should be noted, hoWever, that each 
tire monitor (16) may also be equipped to sense, determine 
and/or monitor any number of tire parameters in addition to 
pressure including, but not limited to, temperature, status 
(i.e., Whether or not the tire is rotating) and/or speed, in any 
fashion Well knoWn to those of ordinary skill in the art. 

[0027] Each tire monitor (16) also includes a transmitter 
(18) in communication With sensor (17) for transmitting a 
tire pressure signal (20) representative of the sensed tire 
pressure. In that regard, tire pressure signal (20) is prefer 
ably a radio frequency (RF) signal, although other signal 
types knoWn in the art could be employed. Once again, it 
should be noted that transmitter (18) may also transmit, as 
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part of or separate from tire pressure signal (20), a signal or 
signals representative of information concerning any of a 
number of other tire parameters in addition to pressure such 
as temperature, status and/or speed as sensed, measured 
and/or determined by an appropriately equipped tire monitor 
(16). As Will be described in greater detail beloW, such tire 
pressure information, together With information concerning 
any other tire parameters, is ultimately conveyed to a vehicle 
operator, typically via a visual display, although audible 
means such as tones or speech may also be used. 

[0028] Referring still to FIG. 1, the tire pressure moni 
toring system (10) of the present invention also includes a 
receiver (22) for mounting on-board the vehicle (12) for 
receiving the tire pressure signals (20) transmitted by trans 
mitters (18). Receiver (22) comprises one or more antenna 
(not shoWn) to be located at one or more selected sites on the 
vehicle (12). 

[0029] Still referring to FIG. 1, the system (10) of the 
present invention further comprises a controller (24) for 
mounting on-board vehicle (12) and to be provided in 
communication With receiver (22). Controller (24) is for 
processing tire pressure signals (20) received by receiver 
(22) from transmitters (18), preferably to automatically 
identify the tire location associated With each tire pressure 
signal (20). Controller (24) is also for generating control 
signals (not shoWn) for use in conveying at least tire pressure 
and preferably tire location information to a vehicle opera 
tor, typically via a display unit (30), such as an LED display 
or a lighted icon in the vehicle dashboard or a vehicle 
console. Once again, as described above, information con 
cerning other tire parameters, such as temperature, status 
and/or speed, may also be conveyed to the vehicle operator. 
It should be noted that the information may also be conveyed 
to the vehicle operator in an audible fashion, and may 
include a Warning, Which may also be audible, if tire 
pressure and/or other tire parameters, such as temperature, 
are outside recommended ranges. 

[0030] Referring still to FIG. 1, each pressure sensor (17) 
and/or transmitter (18) preferably has a unique identi?cation 
code associated thereWith. Such identi?cation codes serve to 
particularly associate sensors (17) and/or transmitters (18) 
With vehicle (12). As a result, such identi?cation codes can 
facilitate providing the vehicle operator With tire location 
information. In that regard, each transmitter (18) also pref 
erably transmits such identi?cation code for receipt by 
receiver (22) and for use by controller (24) in verifying that 
the tire pressure signals (20) received by receiver (22) are 
associated With the vehicle (12). Transmitters (18) may 
transmit the identi?cation codes as part of tire pressure 
signal (20), or as a separate signal (not shoWn). In such a 
fashion, controller (24) disregards any tire pressure signals 
Which may be transmitted from any nearby vehicle and 
received by receiver (22). 

[0031] Each tire monitor (16) still further includes an 
impact or shock sensor (26) and a rotation (or other type of 
motion) sensor (28) in communication thereWith. In each 
tire (14), impact sensor (26) is also provided in communi 
cation With transmitter (18). Rotation sensors (28) are pro 
vided for use in determining if the vehicle is stationary by 
sensing Whether or not the associated tire (14) is rotating. 
Impact sensor (26) senses an impact to the associated tire 
(14), and, provided the vehicle is stationary (i.e., rotation 
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sensor (28) provides an indication to impact sensor (26) that 
tire (14) is not rotating), causes the associated transmitter 
(18) to transmit a tire pressure signal (20). The system (10) 
may further include a display unit (30) for mounting inside 
the vehicle, the display unit (30) for use by the controller 
(24) in conveying information, such as at least tire pressure, 
and preferably location, to the vehicle operator. 

[0032] According to the system (10) of the present inven 
tion, controller (24) is placed into a program mode. There 
after, While the vehicle is stationary, each tire (14) is struck, 
thumped, kicked or hit in a preselected sequence. Such an 
impact is sensed by impact sensor (26), Which, because the 
vehicle is stationary as indicated by the associated rotation 
sensor (28), causes the transmitter (18) in the tire (14) to 
transmit a tire pressure signal (20) to the controller (24). 
When the vehicle is in motion, again as indicated by the 
rotation sensors (28), any impact to tires (14) sensed by 
impact sensors (26) is ignored and does not itself cause 
transmission of a tire pressure signal (20). In that regard, 
When the vehicle is in motion, the controller (24) operates in 
a general or normal operating mode Wherein the transmitter 
(18) in each tire (14) periodically transmits a tire pressure 
signal (20) to the controller (24). Controller (24) remains in 
such a general or normal operating mode, even When the 
vehicle is stationary, until again placed into the program 
mode. It should be noted that While in such a general or 
normal operating mode, tire pressure signals (20) may be 
transmitted by the transmitters (18) in the tires (14) to the 
controller (24) in any number of fashions, such as periodi 
cally as previously mentioned, including transmitting tire 
pressure signals (20) less frequently When the vehicle is 
stationary than When the vehicle is in motion. 

[0033] As previously described, each pressure sensor (17) 
and/or transmitter (18) has a unique identi?cation code 
associated thereWith, Which identi?cation code is transmit 
ted With the tire pressure signal (20). Using such identi? 
cation codes, and by folloWing the preselected sequence for 
activating transmitters (18), the controller (24) associates 
each tire pressure signal (20) received With a particular tire 
location (e.g., front left (FL), front right (FR), rear left (RL), 
rear right (RR)). 

[0034] Each time the vehicle tires (14) are rotated or 
changed from their initial locations, or When a tire (14) is 
replaced, such programming is repeated to ensure that the 
tire pressure monitoring system continues to operate prop 
erly by conveying accurate information, including tire loca 
tion, to the vehicle operator. HoWever, as this programming 
is relatively simple in comparison to the prior art, the 
possibility of inaccurate operation of the system is 
decreased, particularly Where such programming is not 
performed by a trained technician. Moreover, in contrast to 
the prior art, such programming lacks any additional or 
separate components that could be misplaced or lost, such 
that the tire pressure monitoring system cannot be properly 
programmed after tire rotation, or that increase the cost of 
the tire pressure monitoring system. 

[0035] In addition, When tires (14) are not rotating, as 
indicated by rotation sensors (28), tire monitors (16) can be 
put into different diagnostic modes by striking, thumping, 
kicking or hitting the tires (14) a number of times. For 
eXample, an impact sensor (26) could sense tWo kicks Within 
a predetermined short time period, Which kicks could cause 
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transmitter (18) to transmit programming information to the 
controller (24). Similarly, three kicks Within a predetermined 
time period could cause transmission of diagnostic informa 
tion such as battery status or other information. Preferably, 
to prevent accessing a softWare algorithm, programming 
information Would only be sent a limited amount of times. 

[0036] Still further, current tire pressure monitoring sys 
tems shoW a vehicle operator Which tire is outside appro 
priate operating parameters by displaying, preferably on an 
instrument panel, the particular location of that tire. This 
means that the monitoring system has been appropriately 
programmed to properly indicate the correct location. 

[0037] Such a problem is also overcome according to the 
present invention. In particular, after providing a general 
indication, such as via display unit (30), to an operator that 
a tire (14) is outside appropriate operating parameters, the 
present invention provides for identifying the particular 
location of that tire via an audible or visual signal. More 
particularly, to identify a tire location associated With a 
general loW tire pressure indiction conveyed by the control 
ler (24), at least one tire (14) is struck, thumped, kicked or 
hit When the vehicle (12) is stationary so that the associated 
impact sensor (26) actuates the associated transmitter (18) 
and, if the associated tire pressure signal (20) transmitted 
represents a loW tire pressure, the controller (24) conveys 
con?rmatory information that the at least one tire (14) struck 
has loW pressure. 

[0038] In that regard, to convey such con?rmatory infor 
mation, controller (24) is for use in generating an audible 
and/or visual signal, such as activation of the vehicle horn or 
a vehicle light (not shoWn). An indication of loW battery 
poWer in any tire monitor (16) can be provided in a similar 
manner. In this fashion, the controller (24) need not be 
programmed to knoW particular tire locations. Alternatively, 
in this manner, speci?c tire location information conveyed to 
a vehicle operator by controller (24) via display unit (30) can 
be veri?ed. 

[0039] Referring neXt to FIG. 2, a simpli?ed, representa 
tive ?oWchart of the method of the present invention for 
identifying tire location in a tire pressure monitoring system 
is shoWn, denoted generally by reference numeral 60. The 
method (60) is for use in a system for remote monitoring of 
tire pressure in a vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire 
having a location, a system for identifying tire location. As 
seen in FIG. 2, the method (60) comprises providing (62) a 
plurality of tire monitors, each monitor for mounting in one 
of the plurality of tires, each monitor comprising a sensor for 
sensing tire pressure, a transmitter for transmitting a signal 
representative of the sensed tire pressure, and a sensor for 
sensing an impact to the tire and for actuating the transmitter 
to transmit a tire pressure signal in response thereto. 

[0040] The method (60) of the present invention further 
comprises providing (64) a receiver for mounting on-board 
the vehicle for receiving the tire pressure signals transmitted 
by the transmitters, and providing (66) a controller for 
mounting on-board the vehicle and to be provided in com 
munication With the receiver. The method (60) may further 
comprise providing (68) a display for mounting in the 
vehicle, the display for use by the controller to covey tire 
pressure and location information to a user 

[0041] According to one embodiment of the method (60) 
of the present invention, the controller is for processing tire 
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pressure signals received by the receiver and conveying tire 
pressure and location information to a user, Wherein, When 
the vehicle is stationary, each of the plurality of tires is 
struck in a preselected sequence so that, for each tire, the 
impact sensor actuates the transmitter to transmit a tire 
pressure signal and each received tire pressure signal is 
automatically associated With one of the plurality of tire 
locations. According to another embodiment of the method 
(60) of the present invention, the controller is for processing 
tire pressure signals received by the receiver and for con 
veying tire pressure information to a user, Wherein, to 
identify a tire location associated With a loW tire pressure 
indiction conveyed by the controller, at least one tire is 
struck When the vehicle is stationary so that the associated 
impact sensor actuates the associated transmitter and, if the 
associated tire pressure signal transmitted represents a loW 
tire pressure, the controller conveys con?rmatory informa 
tion that the at least one tire struck has loW pressure. 

[0042] It should be noted that the simpli?ed ?oWchart 
depicted in FIG. 2 is exemplary of the method (60) of the 
present invention. In that regard, the steps of such method 
may be executed in sequences other than those shoWn in 
FIG. 2, including the execution of one or more steps 
simultaneously. 
[0043] As described in greater detail above, for use in 
determining When the vehicle is stationary, each tire monitor 
may further comprise a sensor for sensing tire rotation. In 
that regard, the impact sensor may actuate the transmitter to 
transmit a tire pressure signal only in the absence of tire 
rotation sensed by the rotation sensor. Moreover, each tire 
pressure sensor and/or transmitter may have an identi?cation 
associated thereWith, and each transmitter is also for trans 
mitting such identi?cation for receipt by the receiver and for 
use by the controller in identifying the tire pressure signals 
as associated With a tire location. Such identi?cation may 
also be used by the controller in identifying the tire pressure 
signals as associated With the vehicle. 

[0044] From the foregoing description, it can be seen that 
the present invention provides an improved system and 
method for identifying tire locations in a tire pressure 
monitoring system. In that regard, the system and method of 
the present invention are less complex, as Well as less 
expensive than existing system and methods for identifying 
tire locations. Moreover, the system and method of the 
present invention also provide for accurate identi?cation of 
tire locations even after tire rotation, Without the need for 
additional equipment or components. 

[0045] While various embodiments of the invention have 
been illustrated and described, it is not intended that these 
embodiments illustrate and describe all possible forms of the 
present invention. Rather, the Words used in the speci?cation 
are Words of description rather than limitation, and it is 
understood that various changes may be made Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Indeed, 
many alternatives, modi?cations, and variations Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art in light of the foregoing 
description, and the present invention is intended to embrace 
all such alternatives. 

What is claimed is: 
1. In a system for remote monitoring of tire pressure in a 

vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire having a loca 
tion, a system for identifying tire location comprising: 
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a plurality of tire monitors, each monitor for mounting in 
one of the plurality of tires, each monitor comprising a 
sensor for sensing tire pressure, a transmitter for trans 
mitting a signal representative of the sensed tire pres 
sure, and a sensor for sensing an impact to the tire and 
for actuating the transmitter to transmit a tire pressure 
signal in response thereto; 

a receiver for mounting on-board the vehicle for receiving 
the tire pressure signals transmitted by the transmitters; 
and 

a controller for mounting on-board the vehicle and to be 
provided in communication With the receiver, the con 
troller for processing tire pressure signals received by 
the receiver and conveying tire pressure and location 
information to a user, Wherein, When the vehicle is 
stationary, each of the plurality of tires is struck in a 
preselected sequence so that, for each tire, the impact 
sensor actuates the transmitter to transmit a tire pres 
sure signal and each received tire pressure signal is 
automatically associated With one of the plurality of tire 
locations. 

2. The system of claim 1 Wherein, for use in determining 
When the vehicle is stationary, each tire monitor further 
comprises a sensor for sensing tire rotation, and the impact 
sensor actuates the transmitter to transmit a tire pressure 
signal only in the absence of tire rotation sensed by the 
rotation sensor. 

3. The system of claim 2 further comprising a display for 
mounting in the vehicle, the display for use by the controller 
to covey tire pressure and location information to a user. 

4. The system of claim 1 Wherein each tire monitor has an 
identi?cation associated thereWith, and each transmitter is 
also for transmitting the identi?cation of the associated 
monitor for receipt by the receiver and for use by the 
controller in identifying an associated tire location. 

5. The system of claim 4 Wherein the transmitted identi 
?cation is also for use by the controller in identifying the tire 
pressure signals as associated With the vehicle. 

6. In a system for remote monitoring of tire pressure in a 
vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire having a loca 
tion, a system for identifying tire location comprising: 

a plurality of tire monitors, each monitor for mounting in 
one of the plurality of tires, each monitor comprising a 
sensor for sensing tire pressure, a transmitter for trans 
mitting a signal representative of the sensed tire pres 
sure, and a sensor for sensing an impact to the tire and 
for actuating the transmitter to transmit a tire pressure 
signal in response thereto; 

a receiver for mounting on-board the vehicle for receiving 
the tire pressure signals transmitted by the transmitters; 
and 

a controller for mounting on-board the vehicle and to be 
provided in communication With the receiver, the con 
troller for processing tire pressure signals received by 
the receiver and for conveying tire pressure information 
to a user, Wherein, to identify a tire location associated 
With a loW tire pressure indiction conveyed by the 
controller, at least one tire is struck When the vehicle is 
stationary so that the associated impact sensor actuates 
the associated transmitter and, if the associated tire 
pressure signal transmitted represents a loW tire pres 
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sure, the controller conveys con?rmatory information 
that the at least one tire struck has loW pressure. 

7. The system of claim 6 Wherein to convey con?rmatory 
information, the controller is for use in generating an audible 
signal. 

8. The system of claim 7 Wherein the audible signal 
comprises activating a vehicle horn. 

9. The system of claim 6 Wherein to convey con?rmatory 
information, the controller is for use in generating a visual 
signal. 

10. The system of claim 9 Wherein the visual signal 
comprises activating a vehicle light. 

11. In a system for remote monitoring of tire pressure in 
a vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire having a 
location, a method for identifying tire location comprising: 

providing a plurality of tire monitors, each monitor for 
mounting in one of the plurality of tires, each monitor 
comprising a sensor for sensing tire pressure, a trans 
mitter for transmitting a signal representative of the 
sensed tire pressure, and a sensor for sensing an impact 
to the tire and for actuating the transmitter to transmit 
a tire pressure signal in response thereto; 

providing a receiver for mounting on-board-the vehicle 
for receiving the tire pressure signals transmitted by 
the-transmitters; and 

providing a controller for mounting on-board the vehicle 
and to be provided in communication With the receiver, 
the controller for processing tire pressure signals 
received by the receiver and conveying tire pressure 
and location information to a user, Wherein, When the 
vehicle is stationary, each of the plurality of tires is 
struck in a preselected sequence so that, for each tire, 
the impact sensor actuates the transmitter to transmit a 
tire pressure signal and each received tire pressure 
signal is automatically associated With one of the 
plurality of tire locations. 

12. The method of claim 11 Wherein, for use in determin 
ing When the vehicle is stationary, each tire monitor further 
comprises a sensor for sensing tire rotation, and the impact 
sensor actuates the transmitter to transmit a tire pressure 
signal only in the absence of tire rotation sensed by the 
rotation sensor. 

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising providing 
a display for mounting in the vehicle, the display for use by 
the controller to covey tire pressure and location information 
to a user. 
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14. The method of claim 11 Wherein each tire monitor has 
an identi?cation associated thereWith, and each transmitter 
is also for transmitting the identi?cation of the associated 
monitor for receipt by the receiver and for use by the 
controller in identifying an associated tire location. 

15. The method of claim 14 Wherein the transmitted 
identi?cation is also for use by the controller in identifying 
the tire pressure signals as associated With the vehicle. 

16. In a system for remote monitoring of tire pressure in 
a vehicle having a plurality of tires, each tire having a 
location, a method for identifying tire location comprising: 

providing a plurality of tire monitors, each monitor for 
mounting in one of the plurality of tires, each monitor 
comprising a sensor for sensing tire pressure, a trans 
mitter for transmitting a signal representative of the 
sensed tire pressure, and a sensor for sensing an impact 
to the tire and for actuating the transmitter to transmit 
a tire pressure signal in response thereto; 

providing a receiver for mounting on-board the vehicle 
for receiving the tire pressure signals transmitted by the 
transmitters; and 

providing a controller for mounting on-board the vehicle 
and to be provided in communication With the receiver, 
the controller for processing tire pressure signals 
received by the receiver and for conveying tire pressure 
information to a user, Wherein, to identify a tire location 
associated With a loW tire pressure indiction conveyed 
by the controller, at least one tire is struck When the 
vehicle is stationary so that the associated impact 
sensor actuates the associated transmitter and, if the 
associated tire pressure signal transmitted represents a 
loW tire pressure, the controller conveys con?rmatory 
information that the at least one tire struck has loW 
pressure. 

17. The method of claim 16 Wherein to convey con?r 
matory information, the controller is for use in generating an 
audible signal. 

18. The method of claim 17 Wherein the audible signal 
comprises activating a vehicle horn. 

19. The method of claim 16 Wherein to convey con?r 
matory information, the controller is for use in generating a 
visual signal. 

20. The method of claim 19 Wherein the visual signal 
comprises activating a vehicle light. 

* * * * * 


