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MANIFOLD ASSEMBLY FOR FEEDING 
REACTIVE PRECURSORS TO SUBSTRATE 

PROCESSING CHAMBERS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This invention relates to apparatus used to feed 
reactive precursors to substrate processing chambers, for 
example etching chambers and deposition chambers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Semiconductor processing in the fabrication of 
integrated circuitry involves the deposition of layers on 
semiconductor substrates. Exemplary processes include 
physical vapor deposition (PVD) and chemical vapor depo 
sition (CVD). In the context of this document, “CVD” 
includes any process, Whether existing or yet-to-be devel 
oped, Where one or more vaporiZed chemicals is fed as a 
deposition precursor for reaction and adherence to a sub 
strate surface. By Way of example only, one such CVD 
process includes atomic layer deposition With ALD, 
successive mono-atomic layers are adsorbed to a substrate 
and/or reacted With the outer layer on the substrate by 
successive feeding of different precursors to the substrate 
surface. 

[0003] Chemical vapor depositions can be conducted 
Within chambers or reactors Which retain a single substrate 
upon a Wafer holder or susceptor. One or more precursor 
gasses are typically provided to a shoWer head Within the 
chamber Which is intended to uniformly provide the reactant 
gasses substantially homogeneously over the outer surface 
of the Wafer. The precursors react or otherWise manifest in 
a deposition of a suitable layer atop the substrate. Plasma 
enhancement may or may not be utiliZed and either directly 
Within the chamber or remotely therefrom. 

[0004] One existing prior art method and structure for 
providing the precursors to the shoWer head utiliZes a 
mixing chamber or box Which is received over the deposi 
tion processor. Precursor feed stream piping extends later 
ally from sides of the box in elongated feed lines to valving 
and precursor vaporiZers located very remote form the 
processor chamber. Typically, purge gas lines also commu 
nicate With/into the precursor lines remote from the process 
chamber by suitable valving. 

[0005] At least With atomic layer deposition, such equip 
ment is not Without its associated draWbacks, both in speed 
of operation and in producing desired ALD layers atop 
substrates. For example, in a typical ALD operation, single 
precursors are typically successively provided to the sub 
strate surface, With intermediate purging With inert gas 
betWeen each precursor feed. The existing method With the 
above generally described equipment can result in less than 
adequate purging of the immediately preceding precursor 
and/or consumption of large amounts of time betWeen each 
successive precursor feed in order to assure adequate purg 
mg. 

[0006] The invention Was motivated in overcoming the 
above-described drawbacks, although it is in no Way so 
limited. The invention is only limited by the accompanying 
claims as literally Worded Without interpretative or other 
limiting reference to the speci?cation or draWings, and in 
accordance With the doctrine of equivalents. 
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SUMMARY 

[0007] The invention includes a reactive precursor feeding 
manifold assembly. In one implementation, such includes a 
body comprising a plenum chamber. A valve is received 
proximate the body and has at least tWo inlets and at least 
one outlet. At least one valve inlet is con?gured for con 
nection With a reactive precursor source. At least one valve 
outlet feeds to a precursor inlet to the plenum chamber. A 
purge stream is included Which has a purge inlet to the 
plenum chamber Which is received upstream of the plenum 
chamber precursor inlet. The body has a plenum chamber 
outlet con?gured to connect With a substrate processing 
chamber. 

[0008] In one implementation, a precursor feed stream is 
included on the body in ?uid communication With the 
plenum chamber at a precursor inlet to the plenum chamber. 
A purge stream is included on the body in ?uid communi 
cation With the plenum chamber at a purge inlet to the 
plenum chamber Which is upstream of the plenum chamber 
precursor inlet and angled from the plenum chamber pre 
cursor inlet. 

[0009] In one implementation, structure is included on the 
body Which is con?gured to mount the body to a substrate 
processing chamber With the plenum chamber outlet proxi 
mate to and connected With a substrate processing chamber 
inlet. 

[0010] Other aspects and implementations are contem 
plated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] Preferred embodiments of the invention are 
described beloW With reference to the folloWing accompa 
nying draWings. 
[0012] FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of a preferred 
embodiment implementation of the invention. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW a preferred embodi 
ment reduction-to-practice structure. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a reduced scale diagrammatic illustration 
of the FIG. 1 diagrammatic embodiment connected With a 
deposition chamber 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0015] This disclosure of the invention is submitted in 
furtherance of the constitutional purposes of the US. Patent 
LaWs “to promote the progress of science and useful arts” 
(Article 1, Section 8). 
[0016] The invention encompasses a manifold assembly 
10 for use in feeding reactive precursors to existing or 
yet-to-be developed substrate processing chambers. Exem 
plary such chambers include CVD chambers (including 
ALD) and etching chambers. In the context of this docu 
ment, a “reactive precursor” is any substance Which reacts 
With another precursor Within the chamber or With some 
thing/anything else in the chamber. Referring initially to 
FIGS. 1 and 2, a preferred embodiment manifold assembly 
is indicated generally With reference numeral 10. FIG. 1 
diagrammatically and conceptually illustrates a preferred 
embodiment implementation of the invention, With FIG. 2 
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perspectively showing a preferred exemplary reduction-to 
practice structure, and by Way of example only. Manifold 
assembly 10 includes a body 12 having a plenum chamber 
14 therein. In the most preferred embodiment, body 12 and 
plenum chamber 14 are elongated, With plenum chamber 14 
having a longitudinal axis 16. For purposes of the continuing 
discussion, the depicted plenum chamber 14 can be consid 
ered as having a ?rst longitudinal axis end 18 and a second 
longitudinal axis end 20. 

[0017] Plenum chamber 14 includes at least one precursor 
inlet. In the depicted preferred embodiment, plenum cham 
ber 14 is depicted as having four precursor inlets 21, 22, 23 
and 24 and received along longitudinal axis 16. Aplurality 
of precursor feed streams 25, 26, 27 and 28 are received on 
body 12 and are in ?uid communication With plenum 
chamber 14 at plenum chamber precursor inlets 21, 22, 23 
and 24, respectively. In the depicted preferred embodiment, 
the respective precursor feed streams include elongated 
segments 29, 30, 31 and 32, respectively, received Within 
respective openings in body 12. These join With their 
respective plenum chamber precursor inlets, and are ori 
ented substantially normal to longitudinal axis 16. In the 
context of this document, “substantially normal” means 
Within 10° of normal. 

[0018] Preferably, a valve is received in one or more of the 
precursor feed streams such that it is proximate to the body. 
In the context of this document, “proximate the body” With 
respect to a valve means that an outlet of the valve assembly 
is Within 8.0 inches of an external housing surface of the 
body. FIGS. 1 and 2 depict valves 40, 41, 42 and 43 
positioned proximate body 12 in precursor feed streams 25, 
26, 27 and 28, respectively. The preferred valves have at 
least tWo inlets 47 and 49, and at least one outlet 51. More 
preferably, the valves are 3-Way valves having only tWo 
inlets and only one outlet. At least one of the valve inlets is 
con?gured for connection With a reactive precursor source, 
With at least one valve outlet feeding to a precursor inlet to 
the plenum chamber. The other valve inlet is preferably 
con?gured for connection With a purge gas source. Prefer 
ably, the valve inlet con?gured for connection With the purge 
gas source is upstream of the valve inlet con?gured for 
connection With a reactive precursor source. Accordingly, in 
the most preferred embodiment, valve inlet 47 is con?gured 
for connection With a reactive precursor source, and valve 
inlet 49 is con?gured for connection With a purge gas source. 

[0019] Plenum chamber 14 includes a purge gas inlet 60. 
Such is preferably proximate ?rst end 18 of plenum chamber 
14 and upstream of all precursor inlets to plenum chamber 
14. In the depicted preferred embodiment, inlet 60 is posi 
tioned at end 18. Further preferably, the plenum chamber 
purge inlet is angled from all precursor inlets to the plenum 
chamber. In the depicted preferred embodiment, and by Way 
of example only, precursor inlets 21, 22, 23 and 24 are 
de?ned by an opening in body 12 joining With an internal 
face Which partially de?nes plenum chamber 14. Each of 
these openings are received on a rounded or ?at face of 
plenum chamber 14 and provide but one example Wherein 
no plenum chamber precursor inlet is angled from any other 
plenum chamber precursor inlet. Plenum chamber purge 
inlet 60 is received on another body face Which partially 
de?nes plenum chamber 14, and Which is angled at 90° 
relative to the plenum face upon Which inlets 21, 22, 23 and 
24 are at least partially de?ned in the preferred embodiment. 
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Accordingly, plenum chamber purge inlet 60 is angled from 
plenum chamber precursor inlets 21, 22, 23 and 24 by 90° 
in the depicted embodiment. Where in the preferred embodi 
ment the purge inlet to the plenum chamber is angled from 
one or more plenum chamber precursor inlets, such angling 
is preferably by from about 80° to 100°, and more preferably 
by from about 89° to 91°. Plenum chamber purge gas inlet 
60 is preferably positioned adjacent, and directly on/over, 
longitudinal axis 16, as shoWn. 

[0020] A purge gas stream 62 is provided on manifold 
assembly body 12 and feeds to purge gas inlet 60. Purge gas 
stream 62 includes an elongated segment 64 joining With 
purge gas inlet 60 and Which is substantially aligned on 
longitudinal axis 16. The depicted preferred FIG. 1 embodi 
ment also illustrates an exemplary on/off purge stream valve 
66 associated thereWith. 

[0021] Manifold assembly body 12 includes a plenum 
chamber outlet 68 proximate, and at as shoWn, second 
longitudinal end 20. Such is con?gured to connect With a 
substrate processing chamber. Such connection might be 
through elongated piping, by more direct connection With 
housing or other components of a substrate processing 
chamber, or by any other manner. The preferred connection 
embodiment is by a largely direct method, for example 
Whereby structure is provided on the body Which is con?g 
ured to mount the body to a substrate processing chamber 
With plenum chamber outlet 68 being received proximate to 
and connected With a substrate processing chamber inlet. 
One preferred such structure includes a projection from the 
body, With a particular depicted preferred structure in the 
manifold assembly 10 embodiment being a ?ange 70. In one 
preferred embodiment, the structure is so con?gured such 
that longitudinal axis 16 is positioned substantially vertical 
When mounted to a processor. In the context of this docu 
ment, “substantially vertical” means Within 10° of vertical. 

[0022] For example, FIG. 3 depicts manifold assembly 10 
mounted With a substrate processing chamber 75. Processor 
75 can be considered as comprising a chamber housing 76 
having a chamber lid 78. An RF insulator adaptor 80 is 
illustrated intermediate manifold assembly ?ange 70 and RF 
chamber lid 78. Such can be utiliZed to provide RF or other 
plasma generation source isolation betWeen manifold 
assembly 10 and chamber 75. Insulator adaptor 80 is 
depicted as having a ?ange 82 to Which ?ange 70 can be 
connected. As the processor or fabricator Will appreciate, 
any desired insulator adaptor can be considered as a separate 
component from either of processor chamber 75 and mani 
fold assembly 10, or as a component of either. 

[0023] Chamber housing 76 can be considered as having 
peripheral lateral con?nes 85. In the FIG. 3 tWo-dimen 
sional depiction, only tWo opposing lateral edges 85 are 
shoWn. Of course, third dimension outer lateral edges into 
and out of the plane of the page upon Which FIG. 3 lies 
Would also exist. In one preferred embodiment, one or more 
of valves 40, 41, 42 and 43, When body 12 is so mounted to 
a substrate processing chamber, is/are at least partially 
received Within the peripheral lateral con?nes 85 of chamber 
housing 76 of substrate processing chamber 75. In the 
diagrammatic depiction of FIG. 3, valves 40, 41, 42 and 43 
are totally received Within the peripheral lateral con?nes 85 
of chamber housing 76. 

[0024] An exemplary preferred material for body 12 and 
the associated piping is stainless steel. Further by Way of 
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example only, the invention Was reduced-to-practice using 
the 3-Way valves FBSDV-6.35-2B3-316LP-PA available 
from Fujikins of Santa Clara, Calif. 

[0025] In the depicted preferred embodiment, the primary 
cross-sectional ?oW path of plenum 14 transverse longitu 
dinal axis 16 is larger than the transverse cross-sectional 
?oW paths of each of precursor openings 21, 22, 23, 24 and 
segments 29, 30, 31 and 32. Alternately of course, a plenum 
cross-sectional ?oW path could be the same or smaller than 
any one or more of precursor inlets 21, 22, 23 and 24, and/or 
?oW segments 29, 30, 31 and 32. 

[0026] By Way of example only, and in no Way of limi 
tation to any claim unless expressly included therein, a 
preferred manner of atomic layer deposition utiliZing the 
above apparatus Would be to How a single precursor from 
any of feed streams 47 of a single valve 40, 41, 42 or 43. At 
the conclusion of the desired precursor feed, such feed is 
stopped and a purge gas is ?oWed through the associated 
valve purge gas stream 49. Simultaneously thereWith or 
subsequent thereto, a purge gas is caused to How through 
plenum chamber purge inlet 60. Such can advantageously 
provide or create a venturi effect to facilitate draWing of any 
precursor from segments 29, 30, 31 and 32 doWnstream of 
the valve mechanism to purge precursor therefrom. Subse 
quently, another precursor can be ?oWed from the same or 
another valve. Such can also facilitate deposited ?lm uni 
formity across the substrate surface by providing a more 
uniform symmetrical gas How of desired composition into 
the chamber. 

[0027] In compliance With the statute, the invention has 
been described in language more or less speci?c as to 
structural and methodical features. It is to be understood, 
hoWever, that the invention is not limited to the speci?c 
features shoWn and described, since the means herein dis 
closed comprise preferred forms of putting the invention 
into effect. The invention is, therefore, claimed in any of its 
forms or modi?cations Within the proper scope of the 
appended claims appropriately interpreted in accordance 
With the doctrine of equivalents. 

1. A reactive precursor feeding manifold assembly, com 
prising: 

a body comprising a plenum chamber; 

a valve proximate the body having at least tWo inlets and 
at least one outlet, at least one valve inlet being 
con?gured for connection With a reactive precursor 
source, at least one valve outlet feeding to a precursor 
inlet to the plenum chamber; 

a purge stream having a purge inlet to the plenum cham 
ber received upstream of the plenum chamber precursor 
inlet; and 

the body comprising a plenum chamber outlet con?gured 
to connect With a substrate processing chamber. 

2. The manifold assembly of claim 1 comprising a plu 
rality of said valves having respective precursor inlets to the 
plenum chamber, the plenum chamber purge stream inlet 
being upstream of all precursor inlets to the plenum cham 
ber. 

3. The manifold assembly of claim 1 Wherein the valve 
has only tWo inlets and only one outlet. 
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4. The manifold assembly of claim 1 Wherein the valve 
has only tWo inlets and only one outlet, the other of the valve 
inlet being con?gured for connection With a purge gas 
source. 

5. The manifold assembly of claim 4 Wherein the other 
valve inlet is upstream of the one valve inlet. 

6. The manifold assembly of claim 4 comprising a plu 
rality of said valves and having respective precursor inlets to 
the plenum chamber, the plenum chamber purge stream inlet 
being upstream of all precursor inlets to the plenum cham 
ber. 

7. The manifold assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate process 
ing chamber inlet. 

8. The manifold assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate process 
ing chamber inlet, the valve When the body is so mounted 
being at least partially received Within peripheral lateral 
con?nes of a chamber housing of the substrate processing 
chamber. 

9. The manifold assembly of claim 8 Wherein the valve 
When the body is so mounted is totally received Within 
peripheral lateral con?nes of said chamber housing. 

10. The manifold assembly of claim 1 comprising: 

a plurality of said valves having respective precursor 
inlets to the plenum chamber, the plenum chamber 
purge stream inlet being upstream of all precursor inlets 
to the plenum chamber; 

structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate 
processing chamber inlet, the respective valves When 
the body is so mounted being at least partially received 
Within peripheral lateral con?nes of a chamber housing 
of the substrate processing chamber. 

11. The manifold assembly of claim 10 Wherein the valves 
When the body is so mounted are totally received Within 
peripheral lateral con?nes of said chamber housing. 

12. The manifold assembly of claim 1 Wherein the plenum 
chamber is longitudinally elongated having a longitudinal 
axis, the plenum chamber having a ?rst longitudinal axis end 
and a second longitudinal axis end, the plenum chamber 
purge inlet being proximate the ?rst end, the plenum cham 
ber outlet being proximate the second end. 

13. The manifold assembly of claim 12 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

14. Areactive precursor feeding manifold assembly, com 
prising: 

a body comprising a plenum chamber; 

a precursor feed stream on the body in ?uid communica 
tion With the plenum chamber at a precursor inlet to the 
plenum chamber; 

a purge stream on the body in ?uid communication With 
the plenum chamber at a purge inlet to the plenum 
chamber Which is upstream of the plenum chamber 
precursor inlet and angled from the plenum chamber 
precursor inlet; and 
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the body comprising a plenum chamber outlet con?gured 
to connect With a substrate processing chamber. 

15. The manifold assembly of claim 14 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is angled from the plenum 
chamber precursor inlet by from about 80° to 100°. 

16. The manifold assembly of claim 14 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is angled from the plenum 
chamber precursor inlet by from about 89° to 91°. 

17. The manifold assembly of claim 14 further comprising 
a valve in the precursor feed stream proximate the body. 

18. The manifold assembly of claim 14 further comprising 
a 3-Way valve in the precursor feed stream proximate the 
body. 

19. The manifold assembly of claim 14 further comprising 
structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate process 
ing chamber inlet. 

20. The manifold assembly of claim 14 Wherein the 
plenum chamber is longitudinally elongated having a lon 
gitudinal axis, the plenum chamber having a ?rst longitu 
dinal axis end and a second longitudinal axis end, the 
plenum chamber purge inlet being proximate the ?rst end, 
the plenum chamber outlet being proximate the second end. 

21. The manifold assembly of claim 20 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

22. Areactive precursor feeding manifold assembly, com 
prising: 

a body comprising a plenum chamber; 

a plurality of respective precursor feed streams on the 
body in ?uid communication With the plenum chamber 
at respective precursor inlets to the plenum chamber; 

a purge stream on the body in ?uid communication With 
the plenum chamber at a purge inlet to the plenum 
chamber Which is upstream of all precursor inlets to the 
plenum chamber, the plenum chamber purge inlet being 
angled from all precursor inlets to the plenum chamber; 
and 

the body comprising a plenum chamber outlet con?gured 
to connect With a substrate processing chamber. 

23. The manifold assembly of claim 22 Wherein no 
plenum chamber precursor inlet is angled from any other 
plenum chamber precursor inlet. 

24. The manifold assembly of claim 23 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is angled from the plenum 
chamber precursor inlets by from about 80° to 100°. 

25. The manifold assembly of claim 23 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is angled from the plenum 
chamber precursor inlets by from about 89° to 91°. 

26. The manifold assembly of claim 22 further comprising 
a valve in the respective precursor feed streams proximate 
the body. 

27. The manifold assembly of claim 22 further comprising 
a 3-Way valve in the respective precursor feed streams 
proximate the body. 

28. The manifold assembly of claim 22 further comprising 
structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate process 
ing chamber inlet. 

29. The manifold assembly of claim 22 Wherein the 
plenum chamber is longitudinally elongated having a lon 
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gitudinal axis, the plenum chamber having a ?rst longitu 
dinal axis end and a second longitudinal axis end, the 
plenum chamber purge inlet being proximate the ?rst end, 
the plenum chamber outlet being proximate the second end. 

30. The manifold assembly of claim 29 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

31. Areactive precursor feeding manifold assembly, com 
prising: 

a body comprising a plenum chamber; 

a plurality of precursor feed streams on the body in ?uid 
communication With the plenum chamber at respective 
precursor inlets to the plenum chamber; 

a purge stream on the body in ?uid communication With 
the plenum chamber at a purge inlet to the plenum 
chamber Which is upstream of the plenum chamber 
precursor inlets; 

the body comprising a plenum chamber outlet con?gured 
to connect With a substrate processing chamber; and 

structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate 
processing chamber inlet. 

32. The manifold assembly of claim 31 Wherein the 
structure comprises a projection on the body. 

33. The manifold assembly of claim 31 Wherein the 
structure comprises a ?ange. 

34. The manifold assembly of claim 31 further comprising 
a valve in the respective precursor feed streams proximate 
the body. 

35. The manifold assembly of claim 31 further comprising 
a 3-Way valve in the respective precursor feed streams 
proximate the body. 

36. The manifold assembly of claim 31 further comprising 
a 3-Way valve in the respective precursor feed streams 
proximate the body, one inlet to the 3-Way valve being 
con?gured for connection With the respective precursor feed 
stream, another inlet to the 3-Way valve being con?gured for 
connection With a purge gas source, the another inlet being 
upstream of the one inlet. 

37. The manifold assembly of claim 31 Wherein the 
plenum chamber is longitudinally elongated having a lon 
gitudinal axis, the plenum chamber having a ?rst longitu 
dinal axis end and a second longitudinal axis end, the 
plenum chamber purge inlet being proximate the ?rst end, 
the plenum chamber outlet being proximate the second end. 

38. The manifold assembly of claim 37 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

39. Areactive precursor feeding manifold assembly, com 
prising: 

an elongate body comprising an elongate plenum cham 
ber, the plenum chamber having a longitudinal axis; 

a plurality of precursor feed streams on the body in ?uid 
communication With the plenum chamber at respective 
precursor inlets to the plenum chamber received along 
the longitudinal axis; 

a purge stream on the body in ?uid communication With 
the plenum chamber at a purge inlet to the plenum 
chamber Which is upstream of the plenum chamber 
precursor inlets; 
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the body comprising a plenum chamber outlet con?gured 
to connect With a substrate processing chamber; and 

structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate 
processing chamber inlet, and With the longitudinal 
axis being substantially vertical. 

40. The manifold assembly of claim 39 Wherein the 
structure comprises a projection on the body. 

41. The manifold assembly of claim 39 Wherein the 
structure comprises a ?ange. 

42. The manifold assembly of claim 39 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

43. The manifold assembly of claim 39 further comprising 
a valve in the respective precursor feed streams proximate 
the body. 

44. The manifold assembly of claim 39 further comprising 
a 3-Way valve in the respective precursor feed streams 
proximate the body. 

45. Areactive precursor feeding manifold assembly, com 
prising: 

an elongate body comprising an elongate plenum cham 
ber, the plenum chamber having a longitudinal axis, the 
plenum chamber having a ?rst longitudinal axis end 
and a second longitudinal axis end; 

the plenum chamber comprising a plurality of precursor 
inlets received along the longitudinal axis; 

respective precursor feed streams on the body feeding to 
the plenum chamber precursor inlets, the respective 
precursor feed streams including an elongated segment 
joining With its plenum chamber precursor inlet and 
Which is oriented substantially normal to the longitu 
dinal axis; 

respective valves positioned proximate the body in the 
respective precursor feed streams, the respective valves 
having at least tWo inlets and at least one outlet, one of 
the valve inlets being con?gured for connection With a 
reactive precursor source, another of the valve inlets 
being con?gured for connection With a purge gas 
source; 

a purge gas inlet to the plenum chamber at the ?rst 
longitudinal axis end and upstream of all precursor 
inlets to the plenum chamber; 

a purge gas stream on the body feeding to the purge gas 
inlet, the purge gas stream including an elongated 
segment joining With the purge gas inlet and Which is 
substantially aligned on the longitudinal axis; and 

the body comprising a plenum chamber outlet at the 
second longitudinal axis end con?gured to connect 
With a substrate processing chamber. 

46. The manifold assembly of claim 45 Wherein the valves 
have only tWo inlets and only one outlet. 
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47. The manifold assembly of claim 45 Wherein the 
another valve inlet is upstream of the one valve inlet. 

48. The manifold assembly of claim 45 further comprising 
structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate process 
ing chamber inlet. 

49. The manifold assembly of claim 48 Wherein the 
structure is con?gured to mount the body to a substrate 
processing chamber With the longitudinal axis being sub 
stantially vertical. 

50. The manifold assembly of claim 48 Wherein the 
structure comprises a projection on the body. 

51. The manifold assembly of claim 48 Wherein the 
structure comprises a ?ange. 

52. The manifold assembly of claim 45 further comprising 
structure on the body con?gured to mount the body to a 
substrate processing chamber With the plenum chamber 
outlet proximate to and connected With a substrate process 
ing chamber inlet, the respective valves When the body is so 
mounted being at least partially received Within peripheral 
lateral con?nes of a chamber housing of the substrate 
processing chamber. 

53. The manifold assembly of claim 52 Wherein the valves 
When the body is so mounted are totally received Within 
peripheral lateral con?nes of said chamber housing. 

54. The manifold assembly of claim 45 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

55. The manifold assembly of claim 45 Wherein, 

the valves have only tWo inlets and only one outlet; 

the another valve inlet is upstream of the one valve inlet; 
and 

the plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal 
axis. 

56. The manifold assembly of claim 55 Wherein the 
structure comprises a projection on the body. 

57. The manifold assembly of claim 55 Wherein the 
structure comprises a ?ange. 

58. The manifold assembly of claim 45 Wherein, 

the valves have only tWo inlets and only one outlet; 

the another valve inlet is upstream of the one valve inlet; 
and 

the structure is con?gured to mount the body to a substrate 
processing chamber With the longitudinal axis being 
substantially vertical. 

59. The manifold assembly of claim 58 Wherein the 
structure comprises a projection on the body. 

60. The manifold assembly of claim 58 Wherein the 
structure comprises a ?ange. 

61. The manifold assembly of claim 58 Wherein the 
plenum chamber purge inlet is on the longitudinal axis. 

* * * * * 


