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A compact, foldable, transportable vehicle protector for 
parked vehicles. Panels are connected, side-by-side, by 
alternating folding lines or hinges to form a structure 
capable of standing freely in any position around the vehicle. 
The folding lines or hinges further alloW the panels to fold 
onto each other, forming a vehicle protector that is compact, 
stoWable and transportable. When the device is positioned 
around the vehicle, it protects the vehicle from dents, 
scratches and other damage occurring from What many 
consider minor bumps. 
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VEHICLE PROTECTOR 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to methods and 
devices for protecting a parked vehicle from dents, scratches 
and other damage occurring from contact With other objects. 
Parked vehicles can be damaged outside a garage by run 
aWay shopping carts, foul balls, pedestrians, other car doors, 
etc. Parked vehicles can also be damaged in a garage by 
falling bicycles and other garage items, the opening of 
adjacent car doors, etc. The present invention discloses a 
device to protect the body of a vehicle by being positioned 
around a parked vehicle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Several attempts have been made in the past to 
provide devices for protecting automobiles from damage. 
HoWever, the devices currently available tend to focus on 
protecting only the side door area of automobiles. Further 
more, the devices currently available have several disadvan 
tages that are overcome by the design and construction of the 
present invention. Speci?cally, they lack the capacity to 
protect the Whole vehicle, or speci?c areas, from damage. 
Also, the devices presently available are not mutable or 
freestanding. Rather, such devices protect only vehicle doors 
by, for example, either attaching to the vehicle or being 
suspended from above. 

[0003] Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1a and 1b, depicted is a 
vehicle side door protector according to Marks US. Pat. No. 
6,062,617 (“Marks”). In particular, FIGS. 1a and 1b depict 
a protector for side doors of parked vehicles Wherein the 
protector attaches to and is removable from the automobile. 
Marks discloses a foldable protector device as shoWn in 
FIG. 1b. The Marks’ protector comprises a plurality of 
rectangular panels 11 arranged in a side-by-side relationship 
as shoWn in the unfolded position in FIG. 1a. Panels 11 are 
held together by hinges 12, Which also lock the panels in the 
device’s open position. Marks also discloses a binder 13 
Which serves as a backing When panels are in the folded 
position (i.e., in a book like position) and as the mechanism 
to attach the protector to the vehicle. This design suffers 
from many disadvantages. First, the design limits the Marks 
device to protecting only the side door area of the vehicle. 
Therefore, even attaching tWo Marks devices to a vehicle 
leaves most of the vehicle unprotected. Second, the Marks 
device is speci?cally designed to attach to an automobile. 
Thus, if dust, dirt or other impurities are on the devise, the 
vehicle’s ?nish could be scratched or otherWise damaged 
When the device is attached to the vehicle. Finally, the Marks 
device discloses panels that only fold in one direction (see 
FIG. 1b). This feature does not provide enough support to 
use the device as a freestanding mechanism. The device 
disclosed in Marks does not alloW for a freestanding unit nor 
does it enable protection for the entire vehicle. 

[0004] Another type of vehicle protector is disclosed in 
Barnett US. Pat. Nos. 4,750,767 (“Barnett”). Barnett, like 
Marks, discloses an attachment device for guarding one side 
of an automobile. Referring noW to FIG. 2, shoWn is the 
Barnett device attached to one side of automobile 21. 
Protective pad 10 has a forWardly extending pad 22, center 
pad 23 and rearWardly extending pad 24. Pads 22, 23 and 24 
are held by doWnWardly extending support band 15 Which is 
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secured at the top of automobile door 27. This design has 
several disadvantages as Well. First, the Barnett design must 
be attached to the automobile. This creates problems When 
attempting to protect automobiles or vehicles of different 
siZes and shapes. Also, even if attached correctly, the Barnett 
device leaves much of a vehicle unprotected. In addition, if 
dust, dirt or other impurities are on the device, the vehicle’s 
?nish could be scratched or otherWise damaged When the 
device is attached to the vehicle. Accordingly, a need exists 
for a device Which can protect vehicles of different siZes and 
shapes, Which need not be attached to the vehicle, and Which 
offers protection to the entire vehicle. 

[0005] Further, US. Pat. No. 6,240,681 to Lyles et al. 
(“Lyles”) and US. Pat. No. 6,112,478 to Piper (“Piper”) 
disclose suspended vehicle protectors. These suspension 
device are encumbered by lack of mobility and the inability 
to protect the vehicle from danger outside the garage, as Well 
as certain dangers inside the garage. That is, things such as 
falling garage items like bicycles and toys still present a 
threat to the vehicle When suspension devices are used. Lyles 
and Piper are further disadvantaged because they are not 
foldable, compact nor transportable. Therefore, a need exists 
for a device that is foldable, compact, transportable, easy to 
erect, and is not suspended or attached to a vehicle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention describes an apparatus that 
enables a person to easily, quickly and strategically protect 
any vehicle from damage While parked in any area. The 
apparatus is constructed of panels Which can be alternately 
folded onto each other for easy storage. In this Way, the 
apparatus may be easily transported Within the vehicle to 
any parking location. Upon arrival at a parking location, a 
person may quickly and easily unfold the vehicle protector 
to an adequate length and contour to protect all vulnerable 
areas of the vehicle. 

[0007] An important aspect of the present invention is the 
Way the device folds in alternate directions for tWo speci?c 
purposes. First, by folding in alternate directions, the present 
invention may be easily stored and transported. Second, the 
apparatus may be positioned to stand independently on any 
surface and its contour may be changed to maximiZe sta 
bility, as Well as body area coverage of the vehicle. 

[0008] The present invention discloses a device With vary 
ing length and contour. The present device is lightWeight, 
fast and easy to erect or position, easy to remove and store, 
and stands With no external support along a vehicle. The 
present device requires little storage space because it is 
foldable. 

[0009] Further, the present device is freestanding and is 
not required to make contact With the vehicle it is protecting, 
thereby eliminating any possibility that dirt or dust could be 
caught betWeen the device and vehicle, scratching the vehi 
cle’s ?nish. 

[0010] It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a lightWeight, inexpensive, and transportable 
vehicle protector for use With any vehicle, regardless of the 
vehicle’s siZe or shape. 

[0011] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a vehicle protector that can be easily manufactured 
at loW cost. 
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[0012] Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a novel vehicle protector for preventing damage 
from numerous objects Which may come into contact With 
the vehicle. 

[0013] Yet another object of the present invention is to 
provide a vehicle protector capable of protecting the entire 
vehicle from objects Which may come into contact With it. 

[0014] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a vehicle protector With optional legs or feet for 
further stability. 

[0015] Other objects, features, and characteristics of the 
present invention, as Well as the methods of operation and 
functions of the related elements of the structure, and the 
combination of parts and economies of manufacture, Will 
become more apparent upon consideration of the folloWing 
detailed description With reference to the accompanying 
draWings, all of Which form a part of this speci?cation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] A further understanding of the present invention 
can be obtained by reference to a preferred embodiment set 
forth in the illustrations of the accompanying draWings. 
Although the illustrated embodiment is merely exemplary of 
systems for carrying out the present invention, both the 
organiZation and method of operation of the invention, in 
general, together With further objectives and advantages 
thereof, may be more easily understood by reference to the 
draWings and the folloWing description. The draWings are 
not intended to limit the scope of this invention, Which is set 
forth With particularity in the claims as appended or as 
subsequently amended, but merely to clarify and exemplify 
the invention. 

[0017] For a more complete understanding of the present 
invention, reference is noW made to the folloWing draWings 
in Which: 

[0018] FIG. 1a shoWs a side vieW of a prior art vehicle 
side door protector according to Marks US. Pat. No. 6,062, 
617, shoWn in a locked and extended condition. 

[0019] FIG. 1b shoWs a perspective vieW of the prior art 
vehicle protector of FIG. 1a in a partially folded position. 

[0020] FIG. 2 shoWs a side vieW of an automobile pro 
tected by a prior art vehicle protector according to Barnett 
US. Pat. No. 4,750,767. 

[0021] FIG. 3 shoWs a side vieW of the preferred embodi 
ment of the vehicle protector according to the present 
invention as positioned to protect a vehicle. 

[0022] FIG. 4 shoWs the vehicle protector of FIG. 3 in a 
completely folded state. 

[0023] FIG. 5a shoWs a perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the vehicle protector according to the present 
invention comprising accordion-like panels. 

[0024] FIG. 5b shoWs a top vieW of the alternate embodi 
ment shoWn in FIG. 5a. 

[0025] FIG. 6a shoWs a side vieW of yet another alternate 
embodiment of a single panel of the vehicle protector of 
FIG. 3 having folding supports. 

[0026] FIG. 6b shoWs an end vieW of the panel of the 
alternative embodiment shoWn in FIG. 6a. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0027] As required, a detailed illustrative embodiment of 
the present invention is disclosed herein. HoWever, tech 
niques, systems and operating structures in accordance With 
the present invention may be embodied in a Wide variety of 
forms and modes, some of Which may be quite different 
from those in the disclosed embodiment. Consequently, the 
speci?c structural and functional details disclosed herein are 
merely representative, yet in that regard, they are deemed to 
afford the best embodiment for purposes of disclosure and to 
provide a basis for the claims herein Which de?ne the scope 
of the present invention. The folloWing presents a detailed 
description of a preferred embodiment (as Well as some 
alternative embodiments) of the present invention. 

[0028] Referring ?rst to FIGS. 3-6 generally, the present 
invention, referred to as reference number 35, is a foldable, 
free-standing, transportable vehicle protector 35 preferably 
comprising a series of connected side-by-side panels 31, 
constructed of any material suitable to absorb impact to the 
vehicle. The panels 31 are preferably connected at folding 
lines 32 Which alternate in folding direction. The vehicle 
protector 35, When folded, forms a compact, lightWeight, 
transportable and stoWable device. 

[0029] The device according to the present invention is 
best vieWed in FIG. 3, Which discloses a basic, average 
siZed foldable, freestanding, transportable protector for mul 
tiple sides of a vehicle. Also, FIG. 4, depicts the vehicle 
protector of FIG. 3 in its completely folded, compact form 
for easy stoWing and transportation. FIGS. 5a and 5b shoW 
an alternate embodiment of the vehicle protector comprising 
accordion-like panels that, When folded, provide an even 
more compact structure than the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 
4. Finally, FIGS. 6a and 6b shoW yet another alternate 
embodiment of the invention With added supports, such as 
folding legs or feet. 

[0030] Referring ?rst to FIG. 3, shoWn is a side vieW of 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention. Vehicle 
protector 35 is positioned to protect three of the four sides 
of vehicle 34. Alternatively, vehicle protector 35 may be 
positioned to protect one, tWo, or all of the sides of vehicle 
34. Vehicle protector 35 comprises panels 31 connected at 
folding lines 32. The number of panels 31 may vary to alloW 
for protection of vehicles of different shapes and siZes. For 
example, to protect the entire vehicle 34, approximately 
tWenty or more panels 31 may be required. 

[0031] Each panel 31 is preferably square or rectangular in 
shape and connected in a side-by-side position as shoWn in 
FIG. 3 so that it is foldable onto itself by hinges or any other 
?exible means. Also, the height of each panel 31 is prefer 
ably about the height of the hood and/or trunk of the vehicle 
to be protected. Consequently, taller panels 31 Will be 
desired for larger vehicles. The length of each panel 31 is 
preferably a feW inches shorter than the height of each panel 
31. HoWever, the preferred length of each panel 31 Will be 
the length Which maximiZes support for the structure in its 
free-standing mode. The thickness of each panel 31 Will 
generally be very thin to minimiZe the overall Weight of 
vehicle protector 35 While still retaining enough thickness to 
maximiZe protection against dents, scratches and bumps. 
The preferred thickness of panels 31 is approximately 1A1“. 

[0032] Still, panels 31 may be constructed of any light 
Weight and inexpensive material suitable to absorb impact to 
the vehicle, including but not limited to various light, 
porous, semi-rigid or spongy materials. 
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[0033] Vehicle protector 35 is shown standing indepen 
dently in its protective position, self supported due to slight, 
alternate folds at folding lines 32. Alternately, folding lines 
32 may be hinges or another connection means Which Would 
alloW the folding of panels 31 in alternate directions. Fold 
ing lines 32 alloW side panels 31 to fold and unfold, as Well 
as to change the angle and positioning of each panel to 
achieve desired standing ability and maximum vehicle pro 
tection. Importantly, the folding direction alternates at each 
successive connection of each panel 31. The slight, alternate 
folds provide support from natural occurrences (e.g., Wind) 
that may compromise the device’s ability to remain stand 
ing. The present invention alloWs a user to determine the 
strength of vehicle protector 35. For instance, if there exists 
a need for greater support on any particular day or in any 
particular situation, the user may shorten the length of 
vehicle protector 35 by increasing the angle of the alternate 
folds along folding line 32. This Will maximiZe the support 
given at the contact points of opposing folding lines 32. 

[0034] Referring next to FIG. 4, shoWn is the preferred 
embodiment invention in a folded state. Panels 31 fold on 
top of each other in alternate direction at folding lines 32. 
Latch 33 may be attached at the center edge of either of the 
four sides of panel 31 to secure vehicle protector 35 in its 
folded state. The present invention can utiliZe any latching 
means. FIG. 4 shoWs a button hook apparatus. This appa 
ratus incorporates buttons 36 located at the center edge of 
the top and bottom sides of the tWo end panels 31. To secure 
folded vehicle protector 35, latch 33 is connected to oppos 
ing buttons 36, thereby locking vehicle protector 35. This 
results in an extremely compact, stoWable and thus trans 
portable protector. 
[0035] Referring noW to FIGS. 5a and 5b, shoWn are 
alternate embodiment panels 50 that comprise the present 
invention. That is, panels 50 may be constructed as an 
accordion-like structure. Such a construction permits the 
present invention, in its folded state, to be more compact, 
stoWable and transportable. Furthermore, the accordion-like 
panels 50 are able to absorb plenty of impact despite being 
made of thin, lightWeight material. When the panels are 
constructed like an accordion, folding lines are not desired 
to connect each panel 50. Instead, the folloWing tWo 
embodiments may be used but are mentioned as alternatives 
not to be deemed exclusive. 

[0036] First, referring speci?cally to FIG. 5a, the present 
invention can be one long panel 50 that Wraps around the 
vehicle and connects to itself. Although any attachment 
means may be used, shoWn is latch 53, a button hook 
apparatus. Preferably, latch 53 incorporates buttons 52 
located at the center side edge of both stable end pieces 51. 
To secure long panel 50 to itself, latch 53 is connected to 
opposing buttons 52, thereby locking the present invention. 
This results in the present invention protecting the entire 
vehicle and supporting itself against the vehicle, ?tting like 
a glove. 

[0037] Second, referring noW to FIG. 5b, several panels 
50 may be employed and connected by hinges 55, preferably 
at a stable end piece 51. The embodiment depicted in FIG. 
5b Will utiliZe hinges 55 placed on alternating sides of stable 
end piece 51 to achieve an alternative folding structure 
consistent With the present invention. Thus, not only Will 
each panel 50 fold onto another panel 50, but each panel 50 
Will fold onto itself, like an accordion. 

[0038] Referring ?nally to FIGS. 6a and 6b, shoWn is an 
alternative embodiment of the present invention. In this 
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alternative embodiment, panels 60 may be constructed With 
supports 61. This embodiment permits added support for 
standing the present invention because When supports 61 are 
in an extended horiZontal position, supports 61 provide 
additional opposing ground contact points to stabiliZe panels 
60. FIG. 6a is a side vieW of panel 60. Support 61 Will lock 
in its extended, horiZontal position When adding support to 
panel 60 and lock in its folded, vertical position When the 
present invention is in its folded state. FIG. 6b is an end 
vieW of panel 60 and support 61. 

[0039] Finally, the use of the present invention is herein 
after described in reference to FIG. 3, Which is the disclosed 
preferred embodiment. To use the foldable, free-standing, 
transportable vehicle protector 35, it is ?rst removed from its 
stoWed position in its folded state (described above With 
reference to FIG. 4). Next, the vehicle protector 35 is placed 
in its desired position around the vulnerable areas of the 
vehicle 34 by expanding the vehicle protector 35 and 
forming it to Withstand the elements and, thereby, remain 
standing. When any object compromises the safety of 
vehicle 34 from dents, scratches and other damage occurring 
from What many consider minor bumps, and strikes one or 
more panels 31, the device of the present invention Will 
absorb the impact and protect the vehicle body. 

[0040] Before moving vehicle 34 from its parking space, 
the vehicle protector 35 is folded and stoWed in vehicle 34, 
the corner of a garage, or any number of other places due to 
the compact structure of the present invention. 

[0041] While the present invention has been described 
With reference to one or more preferred embodiments, such 
embodiments are merely exemplary and are not intended to 
be limiting or represent an exhaustive enumeration of all 
aspects of the invention. The scope of the invention, there 
fore, shall be de?ned solely by the folloWing claims. Further, 
it Will be apparent to those of skill in the art that numerous 
changes may be made in such details Without departing from 
the spirit and the principles of the invention. It should be 
appreciated that the present invention is capable of being 
embodied in other forms Without departing from its essential 
characteristics. 

What is claimed: 
1. An apparatus for protecting a vehicle, said apparatus 

comprising: 
a plurality of adjacent panels, each of said panels con 

nected to at least one other said adjacent panels by at 
least one hinge means; 

Wherein said hinge means are such that the fold direction 
of each successive said panel is alternately folded. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said panels 
consist of impact resistant material. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said panels 
consist of soft pliable material. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said panels 
each contain foldable supports. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 4, Wherein said 
supports lock in a folded position. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 4, Wherein said 
supports lock in an extended position. 

7. An apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said panels 
are constructed like an accordion. 


