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ABSTRACT 

A location context-aware mobile system determines the 
location of a mobile device and updates a user interface 
based on the location of the device. By using the location of 
the mobile device to reduce the amount of information 
required to be entered by a user in a business process 
application, the system increases the feasibility of providing 
business process applications on mobile devices such as 
mobile telephones. 

Mobile 
Application 
Server 
1% 

Backend 
Enterprise 
Server 
121} 



Patent Application Publication Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 1 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

100 

Mobile 
Application 
Server 
12 

Backend 
Enterprise 
Server 
1.°_8 

FIG. 1 



Patent Application Publication Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 2 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

/ 

Function 
Selector 
m 

Check Enter Login 
Order Choice 

2_°_6 

Creat Order 

Enter Customer 
ID 
21 

Enter Material 
No. & Quantity 

11_2 

FIG. 2 

Enter Login 
32 

unction 
Selector 
@ 

Show 
Permissions 
% 

Enter Order 
Number 
E 

Enter Material Enter Material 
No. 

3L6 



Patent Application Publication Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 3 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

405 

--MAIN MENU— 
1 
2 

Check Orde 

@GO 
(DOC) 
(DUO 
OCDQ 

6 O 4 

408 _/ 

LOGIN 
Username: [] 
Password:[] 

(D C) C) 
O O O 
Q C) G 
C) O O 

2 0 4 

404 J 

FIG. 4B 

409 

‘n ORDER- 
Cust. [0: [123456] 
Ma?: [123456] 

---STATUS~- 
Order ID [12345] 
Status. [Shipped] 

FIG. 4D FIG. 4C 



Patent Application Publication Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 4 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

Matl. No‘: [123456] 

Identify Context 
Q92 

Simplify User 
Interface 

Display User 

Interface @ 6&6. 

FIG. 6 



Patent Application Publication Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 5 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

e w e S d n e k c a B 

p in c s e D n m t a C O L 

Resolver 
708 

Internet 

FIG. 7 



Patent Application Publication Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 6 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

800 

Backend Serverl é 
?g 

Application 
\b Server I I GIS Agglgcatlon 

s12 Q95 

I 
Location 
Service 
M 

Mobile Device 
Q2 

FIG. 8 

FIG. 9 



Patent Application Publication 

Mobile Device 

Aug. 7, 2003 Sheet 7 0f 7 US 2003/0148775 A1 

HT caiiAppuRqphone? Slnng) 

callAppCallarlD(cal|arlD smug) 
/ h n~ * r 

Application Server Location Service 
M 3M 

GIS Application 
ii? 

Backend Serve 
31_0 

preseKUssHDiUseriD String] 

IogoniUserlD String‘ Password slfll'lg\ 

prowdaChenlLlsNOhenlLlst <unSDBCi1I8d>) 

gelLocahoMPhoneil String) 

pruvldeLocalmMLai smug, Long Slnng, All'Stnng) 

seieeicrliarnuclientlt) Siniigi” 

selactArlncIas?Ouanlil 
L 

provide!-avnumeAmcieslAmcIaLrsi <unspac|hed>l 
l 

prawn9Fmemdcuaniusucimmisrunspeci?ed» 

getFavuunlaAmciaswsarlD String. ChemiD SIVIIIQ) 
| | l l 

D mtneveUserlDU 

Arliclalcuanmyust <unspecmed>) 
—_____, 

sendOrdBrCon?rmanonQ 

L\ 
k’) craaleOrderU 

piovldeFamunteArtiolesMrucleList <unsoeci?ed>) 

FIG. 10 



US 2003/0148775 A1 

INTEGRATING GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXTUAL 
INFORMATION INTO MOBILE ENTERPRISE 

APPLICATIONS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority from US. applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/134,673, ?led Apr. 30, 2002, and titled 
“INTEGRATING CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION INTO 
MOBILE ENTERPRISE APPLICATIONS,” U.S. Provi 
sional Application No. 60/354,284, ?led Feb. 7, 2002, and 
titled “INTEGRATING CONTEXT INFORMATION INTO 
ENTERPRISE APPLICATIONS FOR MOBILE APPLIC 
TIONS,” and US. Provisional Application No. 60/384,825, 
?led Jun. 4, 2002, and titled “MOBILE APPLICATION 
INTEGRATING LOCATION CONTEXT INFORMA 
TION,” each of Which is hereby incorporated by reference 
in its entirety for all purposes. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] This disclosure relates to the integration of context 
information in mobile device applications, and more spe 
ci?cally, to the use of geographical context information to 
customiZe a user interface for a mobile device, such as a 

mobile phone or Wireless personal digital assistant (PDA). 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] AWide variety of mobile devices have reached the 
market in the past feW years taking advantage of neW 
technologies and standardiZations. For example, many 
mobile phones come equipped With Web broWsers to alloW 
users to perform such tasks as purchasing goods, checking 
on the status of deliveries, and booking travel arrangements. 
Mobile devices include any device capable of providing data 
processing and/or communication services to a user outside 
of the of?ce. For example, mobile devices include, but are 
not limited to, personal digital assistants (PDAs), mobile 
phones, laptops, pagers, and Wireless email devices (e.g., 
Blackberry). 
[0004] Over recent years, various applications have been 
developed for mobile devices, alloWing users to performing 
increasingly more complicated tasks While aWay from their 
desks. A tradeoff exists betWeen the siZe of mobile devices 
and the capabilities they provide. For example, large dis 
plays assist in displaying complex, detailed data; hoWever, 
a large display Would be cumbersome in a mobile device. 
Many mobile devices provide very small screens, With 
limited data entry capabilities, thereby making functionally 
robust or complex applications impractical. 

[0005] With Wider deployment of mobile devices and 
increased connectivity, interesting neW ?elds for enterprise 
applications are being developed. In the past, enterprise 
applications typically have been provided as desktop appli 
cations Within a Well-de?ned corporate environment. HoW 
ever, With smaller, more poWerful mobile devices and 
increased connectivity, it is more and more feasible to carry 
out business transactions on mobile devices. Thus, corporate 
backend data processing systems need to be accessed 
remotely With transactions initiated anyWhere connectivity 
is available. 

[0006] In the past, desktop applications in the corporate 
environment have taken advantage of the processing poWer 
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and large display screens in providing sophisticated graphi 
cal user interfaces alloWing users to vieW and enter large 
amounts of data ef?ciently. The requirements of mobile 
devices are substantially different to those of desktop sys 
tems, With poWer consumption and siZe becoming much 
more important than processing poWer, display siZes, and 
ease of data entry. 

[0007] Mobile devices, such as mobile phones and per 
sonal digital assistants (PDAs) typically have small screens, 
minimal processing poWer, little storage capacity, loW band 
Width netWork connectivity, and limited data input capabili 
ties. For example, many mobile phones have very small 
screens, capable of displaying only a feW short lines of text. 
Also, mobile phones typically do not include a keyboard, 
requiring users to use cumbersome techniques to input 
textual data. One common mobile telephone data entry 
method assigns multiple letters to a single button, such as, 
“A,”“B,” and “C” to the button marked “1.” To enter an “A,” 
a user places the device into a text data entry mode, and 
presses the “1” button. To enter a “B,” the user presses the 
“1” button tWice. Finally, to enter a “C,” the user presses the 
“1” button three times. Clearly, it is dif?cult and cumber 
some to enter large amounts of data in this manner. 

[0008] As discussed above, the movement from the desk 
top in the corporate environment to the mobile environment 
has signi?cantly changed the platforms used for corporate 
applications. In the past, enterprise applications typically 
process large amounts of data and require large amounts of 
data entry. While this constitutes no problem on the desktop, 
it may be problematic When using mobile devices. The 
limiting factors mentioned above do not facilitate complex 
input and output on mobile devices. 

[0009] Real-time access to enterprise data and applica 
tions for the mobile Workforce, such as sales representatives 
or service technicians, is a crucial factor for enterprises. 
Today, many Work?oWs, especially for employees on the 
road, are still paper-based, lacking in automated processing 
and backend integration. With the introduction and Wide 
spread use of lightWeight, inexpensive mobile devices as 
Well as the increased coverage of Wireless data netWorks, 
mobile solutions have become desirable for broad usage in 
the mobile Workforce. 

[0010] As the mobility of the Workforce increases, more 
and more corporate Work?oWs Will require migration to or 
at least support for mobile platforms. Because of the limi 
tations of mobile devices, neW paradigms for data input and 
presentation are needed to fully leverage the poWer and 
bene?ts of mobile devices. 

SUMMARY 

[0011] In one general aspect, a location context-aWare 
system is provided that integrates geographical contextual 
information. The system includes a mobile device, a location 
service operable to determine a location of the mobile 
device, a mobile application server coupled to the mobile 
device providing a business process application, and a 
geographical information service application coupled to the 
mobile application server. This location information and 
business process data from the geographical information 
service application are used to modify a user interface 
provided by the business process application. The system 
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also may include a backend enterprise server coupled to the 
mobile application server to provide business process data. 

[0012] The location identi?er device may be implemented 
as a beacon that emits an infrared or radio-frequency signal 
identifying the location of the beacon. Additionally, the 
location identi?er may be provided by a global positioning 
system (GPS) receiver. The location identi?er may also be 
provided through a conductive cable. A sensor is used to 
receive signals, such as the infrared or radio-frequency 
signals from a beacon. 

[0013] In some implementations, the backend enterprise 
server includes a customer relationship management appli 
cation, and the business process data includes customer data. 
The user interface includes a user input ?eld. The mobile 
application server modi?es the user interface by setting the 
value of the user input ?eld using the business process data. 
The user input ?eld may be hidden from the user, or may be 
displayed With the corresponding value of the user input 
?eld set by the mobile application server. Additionally, the 
mobile application server may modify the user interface by 
providing a selection of possible values using the business 
process data. 

[0014] The mobile device may be provided, for example, 
as a personal digital assistant (PDA) or a mobile telephone. 

[0015] In another general aspect, a method of modifying a 
user interface using location context information includes 
identifying the location of a mobile device, retrieving infor 
mation regarding the location of the mobile device, modi 
fying a user interface using the retrieved information, and 
displaying the modi?ed user interface on the mobile device. 

[0016] The location of the mobile devices may be identi 
?ed by receiving a location identi?er from a location iden 
ti?er device. The location identi?er may specify a physical 
location or a contextual location. Information about the 
location then may be retrieved from a backend enterprise 
server. The location identi?er may then be used to modify 
the user interface. 

[0017] In another general aspect, a computer program 
implementing a location contextaWare user interface on a 

mobile device includes a location identi?cation code seg 
ment to determine the location of the mobile device, an 
information dispatch code segment to retrieve information 
about the location of the mobile device, a user interface 
generation code segment to modify a user interface based on 
the location of the mobile device, and a user interface 
display code segment to display the modi?ed user interface. 

[0018] There is a need for techniques to simplify user 
interfaces for mobile devices. One strategy is to provide 
more intelligent, context-aWare applications that can tailor 
data entry and user interfaces based on various available 
information, such as, a user’s habits, the location of the 
device, and available related data. 

[0019] The details of one or more implementations are set 
forth in the accompanying draWings and the description 
beloW. Other features and advantages Will be apparent from 
the description and draWings, and from the claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system providing a 
context-aWare mobile application. 
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[0021] FIG. 2 is a ?oWchart of an order creation process 
in a sales order application. 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a ?oWchart of an order creation process 
modi?ed for use in a Wireless access protocol-based (WAP 
based) system. 
[0023] FIGS. 4A-4D are screenshots of a WAP-enabled 
mobile telephone carrying out the process shoWn in FIG. 3. 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a screen shot of a reduced user interface 
using location context information. 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a ?oWchart of a process for reducing or 
simplifying user interfaces using location context informa 
tion. 

[0026] FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a system for providing 
context-aWare mobile applications. 

[0027] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a context-aWare 
mobile application using a geographical information system 
(GIS) application. 
[0028] FIG. 9 is a diagram describing the operation of a 
location service to ?nd the geographical location of a mobile 
device. 

[0029] FIG. 10 is an interaction diagram shoWing an 
exemplary interaction sequence betWeen the components 
shoWn in FIG. 8. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0030] Enterprise business applications may be developed 
for mobile devices by using context-aWareness to simplify 
user interfaces, reducing the amount of data that users must 
enter. To better describe the types of context information that 
may be used, We can de?ne three components of context 
information: (1) activity; (2) environment; and (3) self. The 
activity component describes the task a user is Working on, 
focusing on the user of the device, and his or her habits and 
behavior. For example, a sales representative may typically 
engage in several activities including: entering sales orders; 
checking the status of order ful?llments; submitting travel 
and expense reports; and interacting With a customer rela 
tionship management (CRM) system. Thus, the activity 
component of contextual information may include the activ 
ity the sales representative is presently performing and the 
past habits of the sales representative in performing those 
tasks. For example, When entering data in a paper or 
desktop-based travel and expense reporting system, a sales 
representative may typically ?ll in many of the ?elds in the 
same manner. The activity context Would include the user’s 
task (i.e., expense reporting) and the user’s habits (i.e., 
?lling in ?elds such as a name ?eld, telephone extension 
?eld, and employee identi?cation number ?eld With the 
sales representative’s information). 

[0031] The environment describes the physical and social 
surrounding of the user, such as, the current location, activi 
ties in the environment, and other external properties like 
temperature and humidity. Environment context information 
may be obtained through devices such as radio frequency 
identi?cation tags (RFIDs), radio frequency or infrared 
beacons, and the global positioning system (GPS). Addi 
tional information such as the temperature, barometric pres 
sure, and humidity may also be obtained through sensors 
connected to or incorporated in the mobile device, or 



US 2003/0148775 A1 

through a communications channel, such as, a local area 
network, the Internet, or a Wireless netWork (e.g., the general 
packet radio system (GPRS)). 

[0032] Finally, the self component contains the status of 
the device itself. This component has been Widely used by 
many desktop applications. Status information may include 
any information about the device including resource utili 
Zation, internal temperature, netWork status, and battery 
charge state. The self component may also include local 
con?guration or status information, such as, the current user 
of the device or other user pro?le identi?cation. 

[0033] This disclosure focuses predominantly on the use 
of location component of context aWareness in mobile 
applications, and the derivation of implicit context informa 
tion belonging to a particular location. Location aWareness 
may be further divided into tWo general categories: (1) 
physical location; and (2) semantic location. Physical loca 
tion speci?es the location of an object based on some global 
coordinate system (e.g., the latitude and longitude of the 
device). This information may be provided With varying 
degrees of precision. 

[0034] Semantic location speci?es the position of an 
object Within a larger context. For example, a conference 
room, shopping mall, bus stop, or the bus itself. Typically, a 
context stores some additional information about a local 
environment and its resources. For example, imagine a 
passenger traveling on a public bus With the ability to access 
a Web page associated With the bus to determine the arrival 
time at a particular destination. The physical location of the 
passenger is not suf?cient location information to provide 
the desired information; the system also needs the semantic 
location information about the passenger’s location on a 
public bus, and perhaps, additional information regarding 
the route of the bus. 

[0035] Additionally, semantic location information may 
be hierarchical, providing various levels of detail depending 
on the situation. For example, a sales representative visiting 
an of?ce building may desire to access various pieces of 
information using different levels of semantic location 
detail. At the highest level, the physical location of the sales 
representative is in a city. Additional levels of political 
divisions can be used (e.g., country, state, county, district) if 
applications so require. Additional levels of semantic detail 
include the particular building Where a sales representative 
is located, the ?oor of the building, and a room on the ?oor. 
Applications may use varying levels of semantic location 
detail. For example, a sales order application, described in 
detail beloW, Would not require detailed information regard 
ing the particular room Where a user is located, though this 
information may be useful for applications giving directions 
to restrooms or printers. 

[0036] Context information may be used to improve the 
application’s usability by reducing and simplifying user 
interfaces to better adapt desktop enterprise applications to 
mobile applications. In many applications, ?elds needed by 
enterprise applications are dependent on the location of a 
mobile device being used to enter data. For example, a sales 
representative meeting With a client and entering sales 
orders for that client may typically do so from Within a 
client’s business location. Much of the information needed 
by an enterprise order entry application includes client and 
billing identi?cation and addresses. Because this informa 
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tion is fairly static for a particular client, the location of a 
mobile device used for entering sales orders may provide 
context that alloWs that information to be ?lled in, or at very 
least, more intelligent defaults given. By taking advantage of 
context information, information displayed and data entry 
needed may be substantially reduced. 

[0037] FIG. 1 describes a context-aWare sales order sys 
tem designed to replace a legacy paper-based sales order 
system. In one exemplary paper-based system, sales repre 
sentatives visited clients, recording orders using a paper 
form. The forms Were then submitted to secretarial services 
once a Week for data entry, Where the forms Were manually 
entered and transferred to a backend data processing system 
through a Weekly batch job. The process Was inefficient, 
time consuming, expensive, and error-prone. Sales repre 
sentatives or support staff Were forced to enter all of the data 
manually. Because the system operated in batch mode, it Was 
unable to alert the sales representative as to problems With 
an order. Various problems may occur in the paper-based 
system. For example, at the time an order Was placed, 
products may have been out of stock or discontinued, feWer 
than the requested quantity may have been available, or the 
customer may have been behind in payments. Because the 
system Was of?ine, the user did not receive instant feedback, 
creating inef?ciencies in the system Work?oW. 

[0038] Because sales representatives, in this example, rely 
heavily on mobile communications to stay in touch With 
their of?ce and their clients, a mobile telephone is an 
attractive candidate for providing a user interface to a sales 
order data processing system. Unfortunately, the small 
screen siZe and the dif?culty of entering data in most mobile 
telephones makes it overly cumbersome to simply automate 
the paper forms previously used. By using contextual infor 
mation in the application, the complexity of the user inter 
face may be signi?cantly reduced as is described in detail 
beloW. 

[0039] One technique to reduce the amount of information 
that a user must enter is to simply replace some of the 
parameters With default values. For example, the order date 
may be assumed to be the present date, thus reducing the 
need for a sales representative to enter the current date. 

[0040] Referring to FIG. 1, a user 100 is able to access 
data services using a mobile device 102. The mobile device 
102 connects to a mobile application server 104 across a data 
communications netWork 106. Any data communications 
netWork may be used; hoWever, in this implementation, data 
communications netWork 106 is a Wireless netWork supplied 
by a Wireless service provider. The mobile application server 
104 provides an application platform to interact With back 
end enterprise server 108 across a netWork 110. NetWork 110 
may be any data communications netWork, such as, a local 
area netWork (LAN), the Internet, or a Wide-area netWork 

[0041] Mobile device 102 may be implemented using any 
mobile device technology. For example, mobile devices 102 
include, but are not limited to, personal digital assistants 
(PDAs), mobile phones, laptops, pagers, and Wireless email 
devices (e.g., Blackberry). Some implementations use the 
Wireless access protocol to provide platform-inde 
pendent support for all mobile devices implementing a WAP 
broWser. 

[0042] In this implementation, mobile application server 
104 provides a sales order system Whereby a sales repre 
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sentative may input customer orders through mobile appli 
cation server 104 to backend enterprise server 108. The 
order information may then be used by an order ful?llment 
system to facilitate delivery of the requested order to a 
client. In this implementation, user 100 is a sales represen 
tative and mobile device 102 is a Wireless access protocol 
(WAP) enabled mobile telephone capable of accessing 
mobile application server 104 through GSM data services, 
Which may include GPRS. The system identi?es the location 
of mobile device 102 and uses the location information to 
simplify or reduce the complexity of a user interface. 

[0043] FIG. 2 is a ?oWchart describing a order check and 
creation process used in a desktop implementation of the 
legacy sales order system. In this system, the sales repre 
sentative takes orders from customers and then submits the 
order from his of?ce or from a laptop connected to his office 
using an enterprise application. Typically, the printed order 
form contains a customer number, order date, delivery date, 
term of payment, the product numbers, and the quantity of 
each product ordered. The sales representative begins enter 
ing orders into the enterprise application by entering a login 
identi?cation (step 202). In this implementation, the login 
process requests a usemame and passWord. Any technique 
may be used to identify the sales representative as security 
requirements vary, ranging from systems employing no 
security, to those requiring biometric data to provide maxi 
mum security. Once the sales representative has been iden 
ti?ed, the system presents the sales representative With a 
selection of functions that can be performed (step 204). In 
this example, the sales representative may choose to check 
orders or create orders from a menu of options. If check 
order is chosen, the user is queried to select a particular order 
(step 206). The selected order is then displayed (step 208) 
and the selection of functions is displayed again (step 204). 

[0044] If the sales represented opts to create an order, the 
system queries the user for a customer identi?er (step 210). 
Then, the sales representative is queried for a material 
number and quantity (step 212). For example, the sales 
representative may enter the material number for green 
Widgets along With the desired quantity. The system then 
queries the user to determine Whether to continue adding to 
the order (step 214). If additional items need to be added, the 
system again queries the user for a material number and 
quantity (step 212). Once the order is complete, the system 
enters the order and again displays the selection of available 
functions (step 204). 

[0045] This process may be adapted to a WAP-based 
mobile application as shoWn by the ?oWchart in FIG. 3. 
While programming mobile devices With application-spe 
ci?c code may provide greater poWer and increased usabil 
ity, the resulting system is typically greatly restricted as to 
the mobile devices that may be used With it. In this appli 
cation, a WAP-enabled mobile telephone may be used as the 
mobile device to enter sales orders into a backend system 
and to check on the status of orders. In this implementation, 
the user begins by entering login information (step 302). The 
system receives the login request, processes it, and then 
displays the permissions available for that sales representa 
tive (step 304). The system then displays a menu of the 
available functions that may be performed (step 306). In this 
example, a sales representative may select to check the 
status of an order or to create a neW order. If the sales 

representative opts to check on the status of an order, the 
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system requests an order number (step 308). Once an order 
number is received, the system shoWs the status of the order 
(step 310), displaying the result on the screen of the WAP 
enabled mobile device. When the user has completed revieW 
of the order status, the menu of available functions is 
displayed once again (step 304). 

[0046] If the user instead selects to create a neW order, the 
system queries the sales representative for a customer iden 
ti?cation number (step 312), then for a material number 
(step 314), and ?nally for a quantity (step 316). The system 
then asks the sales representative Whether the order is 
complete (step 318). If additional items need to be entered, 
the system again begins to query the user for the customer 
identi?cation number (step 312), material number (step 
314), and quantity (step 316). Once the order is complete, 
the system again displays a menu of available functions 
(step 304). 
[0047] Referring to FIG. 4A, the sales order application a 
sales order application user interface ?rst displays a login 
screen 401 to alloW a sales representative to enter identify 
ing information. The login screen includes a usemame ?eld 
402 and a passWord ?eld 404. 

[0048] Referring to FIG. 4B, once a user logs on to the 
system, a main menu 405 is displayed giving the user the 
option to choose to check on the status of an order by 
selecting the ?rst option 406 or to enter a neW order by 
selecting the second option 408. 

[0049] If the user selects the ?rst option 406, the system 
displays an order status screen 409 as shoWn in FIG. 4C. 
The screen 409 if ?rst displayed With ?eld 410, alloWing a 
sales representative to enter an order status number in ?eld 
410. When an order status is entered, the system queries a 
database to determine the status of the order and updates 
displays a neW screen With the status display ?eld 412. 

[0050] From the main menu screen 405 shoWn in FIG. 4B, 
21 sales representative may also select the second option 408 
to enter a neW order. The customer order entry screen 413 is 
shoWn in FIG. 4D. The order entry screen 413 alloWs a sales 
representative to enter a customer identi?cation number 414, 
a material or product number 416, and a quantity 418. In this 
implementation, customer identi?cation number 414 is a 6 
digit number unique to a particular customer. Customer 
identi?cation numbers 414 may also be unique to a particu 
lar customer location. For example, a single client may have 
multiple retail locations. In this example, a single client 
identi?cation number may be used for all locations, or 
separate client identi?cation numbers may be provided to 
better facilitate accounting, billing, and delivery for the 
various offices. 

[0051] Material or product number 416 identi?es a par 
ticular product. In this implementation, a 6-digit product 
identi?cation number uniquely identi?es the product to be 
ordered. Finally, quantity 418 is typically a one or tWo digit 
number identifying the quantity of products corresponding 
to production number 416 ordered. Numbers are used for 
each of the ?elds shoWn in FIG. 4D because numbers are 
very easy to enter on a WAP-enabled phone. On average, a 
sales representative must enter 13.5 numbers (a 6-digit 
customer number, a 6-digit product number, and a 1 or 2 
digit quantity). In practice, the average time for entering a 
number on a WAP phone is approximately 1.48 seconds. 
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Thus, the overall time for entering an order is about 21 
seconds. Even this process is too long and cumbersome for 
a sales representative. This model may be improved by using 
contextual data. 

[0052] This implementation may be improved by using 
available context information. In this example, sales repre 
sentatives typically enter customer orders at the customer’s 
site. Thus, the location of the mobile device being used to 
enter the data may be used to identify the customer. If the 
customer is identi?ed using the location information, then 
this data does not need to be entered by the sales represen 
tative. Using context information may signi?cantly reduce 
the amount of data entry. 

[0053] Referring to FIG. 5, an improved user interface 
utiliZes contextual information to further reduce manual 
input. Using the current location of the sales representative, 
the system is able to determine the customer identi?cation 
number. Thus, the sales representative needs to enter only a 
product identi?er 502 and a quantity 504. This can signi? 
cantly reduce the order entry time. In this example, a sales 
representative enters on average 7.5 numbers, taking 
approximately 11 seconds. This is signi?cantly less than the 
21 seconds previously required. The system may also be 
implemented by displaying the appropriate customer iden 
ti?cation number as a default based on location context 
information such that a user may easily change the value 
determined based on the mobile device’s location. If the 
location context results in multiple options for a particular 
?eld (e.g., tWo customers locations are very close to one 
another), the system may alloW a user to select the appro 
priate customer identi?cation number from a list of possible 
or probable values. 

[0054] Further contextual information may be used to 
replace the product number input ?eld by a selection of 
appropriate products. Product lists are usually too large for 
displaying on a mobile phone. The contextual information 
alloWs the reduction of these lists based on context infor 
mation and customer data stored in the backend, e.g., CRM 
system containing customer preferences, or supplied With 
the customer’s context, e.g., the customer demand for cer 
tain products. For example, a customer may only purchase 
3 different products. Instead of displaying a blank ?eld for 
a sales representative to enter a number, the system can 
instead provide a list of the typical products. Thus, the sales 
representative need only enter a single selection to identify 
a product instead of a 6-digit product code. This Would 
reduce the number of key presses to 1.5, taking less than 3 
seconds. In this example, making the application context 
aWare signi?cantly increases the usability and practicality of 
a mobile sales order system. 

[0055] Referring to FIG. 6, as shoWn above, the use of 
location context aWareness in mobile applications can sig 
ni?cantly reduce the amount of data required to be entered 
by a user and the amount of data that must be displayed. 
Various techniques may be used to incorporate location 
context aWareness into an application as Will be described in 
detail beloW. First, We Will consider hoW applications may 
obtain location information. In general terms, location con 
text information may be integrated into a system by ?rst 
identifying the location of a mobile device (step 602), using 
the location context information to simply a user interface 
(step 604), and then displaying the simpli?ed user interface 
(step 606). 
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[0056] Before location information may be used, a par 
ticular location of a mobile device must be identi?ed (step 
602). Location information may be obtained by a mobile 
device 102, or it may be obtained by a server process 
external to the mobile device 102. One technique is to use 
a beacon emitting signals, such as, radio frequency signals 
or infrared signals. These signals may be received by the 
mobile device 102. The beacon may broadcast any location 
identifying information, such as, a geographical identi?er 
(e.g., latitude and longitude of the beacon) or an abstract 
representation of a location (e.g., the street address of the 
beacon, the name of a store, a numerical identi?er). For 
example, a beacon may broadcast a text string “WE1234” 
representing store number 1234 of the Widget Emporium. 
Using additional information Within the system, typically 
stored on a backend enterprise business server, the location 
of the mobile device may be deduced. Context information 
regarding the location may then be used to simplify and 
improve data input and output for a user. 

[0057] Alternatively, the mobile device may use position 
ing systems such as the Global Positioning System (GPS) or 
Loran to identify the latitude and longitude of the device. 
This provides the physical location of the device and can be 
used to ?nd semantic location information based on its 
physical location. The semantic location information corre 
sponding to physical locations may be stored in a database 
on the mobile device or may be stored elseWhere. For 
example, if the approximate latitude and longitude of each 
customer site is stored in a database, the present location of 
a mobile device may be used to deduce the most likely 
customer site by identifying the customer site closest to the 
latitude and longitude of the mobile device. Additional 
contextual information regarding the customer may then be 
retrieved and used to simplify and reduce a user interface. 

[0058] Finally, a system may obtain the location of a 
mobile device using a system external to the mobile device. 
Some mobile telephone systems are capable of identifying 
the location of a phone using their system. For example, 
location information may be obtained from a service pro 
vider to identify the location of a mobile device. This 
information could be used in a manner similar to other 
physical location data. 

[0059] The description of FIG. 6 illustrates the application 
of location context information in modifying user interfaces. 
The process illustrated by FIG. 6 also may be used With any 
other contextual information. For example, menus may be 
altered, for example, based on other environmental factors 
(e.g., barometric pressure, temperature, altitude, humidity), 
based on the user’s present activity, or based on the status of 
the device and local information stored on the device. 

[0060] Once the location of a mobile device has been 
determined, the system simpli?es a user interface (step 604), 
such as, by removing ?elds that may be determined from 
context information, or by setting defaults based on context 
information. In the sales representative example, location 
context information identi?es the customer contact informa 
tion, alloWing the entry of billing and shipping information 
to be removed from the user interface. 

[0061] Location context information may also be used to 
reduce the number of choices that a user has. The user 
interface may be adjusted based on the number of choices to 
optimiZe the ease of information display and data entry. For 
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example, if there are many items that a user may select (e.g., 
over 100 products), then it may be easiest and fastest for the 
user to enter a number identifying a particular choice. In the 
sales representative example, there are many products cus 
tomers may purchase, so it is not unreasonable to require a 
user to enter a products number to select a particular 
product. HoWever, if there are feWer products, the informa 
tion may be better presented in as a list, alloWing a user to 
select list items by entering a number corresponding to the 
location Within the list or by using buttons to navigate 
through the list and pressing a select button to choose a 
selected item. If the list is too large (e.g., over about 20 
items), it may be easier to make the list hierarchical. For 
example, a list of products may be divided into several 
categories. With a hierarchical list, the user is ?rst presented 
With the highest level of categories. The user may navigate 
through the highest order, selecting a category. The contents 
of the selected category are then presented to the user. Each 
level in the hierarchy may contain either categories, items, 
or combinations of the tWo. The user may navigate through 
the hierarchy until the desired item is selected. In some 
implementations, the user interface is simpli?ed using soft 
Ware running on the mobile device, in others, the interface 
is simpli?ed by a remote server. 

[0062] Once the user interface has been reduced or sim 
pli?ed, it may be provided to a user (step 606). The user 
interface may be implemented using any user interface 
techniques. For example, the user interface may be provided 
through a standalone application running on a mobile 
device. In some implementations, a WAP-enabled mobile 
phone is used as the mobile device. The WAP-enabled 
mobile phone can display Web pages implementing a user 
interface. These Web pages are typically provided by a 
mobile application server. Any user interface technology 
may use location context information in this manner to 
reduce the complexity of user interfaces. 

[0063] Referring to FIG. 7, an implementation of a sales 
representative system 700 includes an infrared (IR) beacon 
702. Each customer location is provided With an IR beacon 
702 con?gured to broadcast an identi?er for that location. 
The beacon is implemented using a WindoWsCE device such 
as a Compaq iPAQ H3600. The beacon searches for other IR 
devices Within range and if it is successful, the beacon 
transmits a short message identifying its location. In this 
implementation, the message is transmitted as an XML tag 
With a location identi?er as its attribute (e.g., “<beacon 
id=‘LocID’/>”). Any other IrDA compatible device capable 
of broadcasting small messages can be used in this imple 
mentation. 

[0064] The IR message is received by a sensor 703 asso 
ciated With the mobile device 102, Which passes the received 
message to a dispatcher 704. The sensor 703 lists for 
incoming beacons on the infrared port. After receiving a 
beacon message, the location identi?er is extracted and sent 
to the dispatcher 704. To provide other contextual informa 
tion, other sensor modules 703 may be integrated With the 
system. For example, additional sensors may receive GPS 
signals, Loran signals, or other radio frequency signals. 

[0065] Dispatcher 704 queries a Web-based directory ser 
vice by sending a request across a netWork, such as the 
Internet 706, to the resolver 708. The resolver 708 may be 
implemented as a servlet and the query from the dispatcher 
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704 to the resolver 708 may be sent as an HTTP GET 
request. In this implementation resolver 708 returns a uni 
form resource locator (URL) referencing location context 
information for the location corresponding to the location 
identi?er from the beacon 702. The URL points to an 
extensible markup language (XML) resource describing the 
location, such as, the store Where the beacon 702 is located 
or a more general place description. 

[0066] The dispatcher 704 may also process different 
types of contextual information before sending the request to 
the resolver 708. For example, the dispatcher 704 may also 
use local information to determine user credentials and a 

mode of operation before submitting a request to resolver 
708. Instead of simply providing a particular place, the 
system alloWs the user of contextual information to modify 
the behavior of an application. This technique can provide 
an interesting array of applications. For example, a single 
company may have multiple sales representatives special 
iZing in different product lines that visit a single client. 
Instead of providing a order entry application based entirely 
on location, the order entry system may also incorporate 
contextual information regarding the identity of the sales 
representative. The needed context information may be 
collected by the dispatcher 704 and submitted to the resolver 
708. 

[0067] The context information is then used by composer 
710 to generate a user interface. The dispatcher 704 passes 
the URL from resolver 708 to composer 710. Composer 710 
uses the URL to query a backend server 712 through a 
netWork, such as the Internet 706, to obtain the needed 
location description 714. This information is typically stored 
as an XML document. When the available information is 
large, it may be advantageous to retrieve only the needed 
portions of the information. This may be accomplished using 
the XML Query Language (XQL). The composer 710 uses 
contextual information to generate Web page 716 that is then 
displayed on the device. Relying on a standard XML docu 
ment to describe a place makes the approach extensible and 
?exible, facilitating the addition of place data to a descrip 
tion. 

[0068] In this approach, the mobile device decides, based 
on credentials of the current user role, Which information to 
use from the location’s XML description. For instance, a 
sales representative may have multiple roles at a single 
store; he or she may function as both a sales representative 
to the store and as a customer of the store. Such information 
may be stored in template 718 With credentials or roles 
bound to a set of templates that tell the composer hoW to 
create the default homepage using the location data. The 
sales order application itself is rendered in the backend 
server 712. Therefore, one template includes a HTTP request 
to the backend server 712 that also transmits a reference to 
the shop’s virtual description. The reference is used to 
access the shop’s XML description and to extract data to 
adapt the sales order application. For example, the customer 
number may be used for identifying the customer and the 
preparation of a product list from a customer relationship 
management (CRM) system. 

[0069] Various templates may be implemented as HTML 
documents With special tags included alloWing the composer 
710 to query the backend server 712. In this example, tWo 
special tags are used: (1) “<TOIXMLURL/>” Which gets 
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replaced by the URL to the place’s XML description; and (2) 
“<TOITIME/>” Which is replaced by the time the page is 
created. Using these tags, the application may be imple 
mented to provide Web page 716. Web page 716 may use 
conventional GET and POST techniques to submit data to 
the backend server 712. 

[0070] The sales representative implementation can be 
expanded to provide additional information. For example, as 
the sales representative approaches a store, the system can 
provide information including the current neWs, problems, 
special offers, and so on associated With the store. It can also 
provide alerts, like non-satisfying sales ?gures; recent 
orders; outstanding orders and bills; and other customer 
related information, such as payment terms and special 
conditions. 

[0071] In many applications, it is desirable to make con 
textually-obtained data manipulable by a user. For example, 
a sales representative entering a customer’s store may 
receive a phone call from another customer and may need to 
create an order for the other customer. Applications may be 
implemented such that the sales representative may modify 
the customer identi?cation to a value contrary to location 
context information. 

[0072] Finally, additional techniques may be used to 
facilitate data entry. For example, radio frequency identi? 
cation tags (RFIDs) provide a mechanism for objects to 
transmit information about themselves. In the sales repre 
sentative application, a system could be provided such that 
product numbers are obtained by placing the mobile device 
near a REID-tagged product. This Would further reduce the 
data entry required to create a neW order. A mobile device 
may be used in connection With a barcode scanner in a 
similar fashion. Optical recognition may also be integrated 
into implementation such that the system can recogniZe 
objects using, for example, optical recognition digital Water 
marks. 

[0073] The techniques herein described may be used in 
any data processing application by adding location context 
to the system and by making the application aWare of the 
location context. For example, a container Warehouse stores 
bottles ?lled With various beverages. After production, the 
bottles are piled on pallets and temporarily stored in a very 
large container Warehouse until the bottles are shipped to 
customers. Like most consumables, the bottles may be 
stored in the Warehouse for a maximum period of time 
before shipping. If they are stored longer than this period, 
they must be cleaned, and perhaps discarded. An ef?cient 
Warehouse management system bene?ts from knoWledge of 
the exact location of every pallet of bottles. 

[0074] The Warehouse may be made take advantage of 
location context information by placing adding RFID tags to 
each pallet, as Well as a tag reader and a location-aWare 
computer system With backend integration to each forklift. 
When a neW pallet is ?lled, the type of bottles, the produc 
tion date, and the pallet’s RFID tag are stored in a Warehouse 
management system. Every time a forklift picks up a pallet, 
the pallet’s RFID tag is read and a forklift-mounted com 
puter shoWs the driver Where to place the pallet. When the 
forklift drops the pallet, the exact position of the pallet is 
stored by the system. The physical position of the forklift 
may be provided using a differential GPS system. 

[0075] The Warehouse system may be implemented using 
the techniques described above. Every time a pallet is picked 
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up or dropped, the exact location and the pallet ID stored 
Within the pallet’s RFID are required. This may be accom 
plished by integrating tWo additional sensor modules into 
the system. One module is responsible for processing the 
location data, and the other responsible for reading the data 
from the RFID and triggering further processing of the 
gained information. 

[0076] Every time the forklift picks up a pallet, the driver 
needs to knoW What to do With the pallet. The information 
about the pallet must somehoW be displayed on the forklift’s 
display. To achieve this, the mobile device may generate an 
event forcing a broWser to load a certain Web page. An 
HTTP-based “Push” to the Web broWser Would provide a 
suitable solution. Another technique that may be used is to 
provide an applet that loads a document When a signal is 
received by the mobile device. 

[0077] The Warehouse implementation procedure Works 
as folloWs: (1) a forklift picks up or drops a pallet; (2) the 
pallet ID and the location are gathered by the corresponding 
sensors and transmitted to a resolver; (3) the resolver returns 
a URL pointing to a dynamically generated Web page. This 
Web page may then be loaded, updating the operator of the 
forklift With the current status or task to be carried out. In 
this manner, a backend server can be made location context 
aWare. 

[0078] Referring to FIG. 8, a mobile application, such as 
the sales order application described above, may be inte 
grated With a geographical information system (GIS) appli 
cation to provide additional contextual information and 
improving user interfaces of mobile applications. In this 
mobile application system 800, a mobile device 802 con 
nects through a netWork 812 such as, for example, a GSM 
netWork, to an application server 804. The system 800 uses 
a location service 806 through the application server 804 to 
determine an approximate or exact location of mobile device 
802. Once the application server 804 has access to the 
location of mobile device 802, the application server 804 
may use that information to query a GIS application 808 to 
improve and simplify the user interface of an application 
provided to mobile device 802. In addition to information 
obtained from the GIS application 808, the application 
server also may interact With backend server 810. 

[0079] Mobile device 802 provides interaction With a user. 
The mobile device 802 may be implemented using any 
mobile device such as, for example, a mobile phone or 
Wireless personal digital assistant (PDA). The mobile device 
802 facilitates a user interface to the mobile application. For 
example, a mobile phone may include a Wireless access 
protocol broWser installed on the phone to provide a 
user interface for the communication betWeen the phone and 
the application server 804. The application server 804 may 
be implemented using any development platform such as, 
for example, a SAP R/3 system and a SAP Web Application 
Server to provide a fully J2EE-complaint infrastructure. 

[0080] In some implementations, the application server 
804 may be used With a gateWay system, such as a WAP 
gateWay (e.g., Nokia Active Server). The WAP gateWay may 
be used to provide connectivity betWeen WAP-enabled 
mobile devices 802 and the application server 804. 

[0081] In some implementations, the mobile device 802 
directly accesses location service 806 Without the assistance 
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of application server 804. For example, the mobile device 
802 may include a built in global positioning system (GPS) 
receiver. The GPS receiver may be used as location service 
806 to determine the latitude and longitude of the mobile 
device 802. This location information may then be used by 
the GIS application 808 Which may respond to various 
queries regarding geographical information. For example, 
the GIS application 808 may map a particular location to a 
list of customers. 

[0082] The application server 804 also may access back 
end server 810 to retrieve various information such as, for 
example, user pro?les or customer data. The backend server 
810 may provide access to information including customer 
relationship management (CRM) information, enterprise 
resource planning (ERP) information, and supply chain 
management (SCM) information. In addition, multiple back 
end servers 810 may be used so that the application server 
804 may obtain information from a variety of data sources. 

[0083] Referring to FIG. 9, the location service 806 may 
differ based on the mobile device technology. For example, 
if mobile device 802 is a GSM mobile phone, location 
information may be obtained from the GSM netWork. The 
GSM netWork infrastructure is an earth-bound infrastructure 
that consists of ?xed base transceiver stations (BTSes) that 
communicate With mobile GSM terminals (e.g., GSM 
mobile phones) across a radio link. The collection of BTSes 
are the basis for location-based services in a GSM system. 
Aphone’s location is calculated relative to those BTSes for 
Which the operator knoWs the location. 

[0084] For example, a user located Within cell 902 using 
a GSM mobile device 802 broadcasts and receives commu 
nication With one or more BTSes. The BTSes divide the 

netWork into cells (e.g., cells 902, 904, 906, 908, 910, 912, 
and 914) identi?ed by a cell identi?er. While there might be 
several BTSes in range, the phone is alWays registered to the 
single BTS With the best signal. One Way to provide location 
service 806 is using the cell identi?er of the registered BTS 
to approximately identify the closest BTS. If the location of 
that BTS is knoWn, the location of the mobile device 802 
may be assumed to be in the same approximate location. The 
accuracy of this method depends on the cell siZe and may 
have Widely varying accuracy, since the typical GSM cell is 
anyWhere betWeen 2 to 20 kilometers in diameter. 

[0085] Several approaches may be used to provide a more 
accurate location service 806. Some approaches use a net 
Work-based, handset-assisted approach in Which the netWork 
determines the location With some assistance from the 
mobile device 802. Other approaches use a handset-based, 
netWork-assisted approach. For example, a netWork-based, 
handset-assisted approach may be implemented by measur 
ing the arrival time of GSM packets sent from a mobile 
device 802. The signal is received from a set of BTSes at 
different times due to the signal delay. From these delays the 
relative positioning of the device With respect to the BTS is 
triangulated. Since the absolute locations of all BTSes are 
knoWn the relative position can be transformed into geo 
graphic coordinates. NetWork-based solutions Work When 
supported by the network; hoWever, many GSM netWorks 
do not make this information available for use in mobile 
applications. 

[0086] Handset based solutions may be implemented for 
GSM by relying on the poWer-levels the phone measures on 
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the air interface to triangulate the device’s positioning. GSM 
devices do measure the signal strength of the radio link from 
nearby BTSes in order to facilitate hand-over decisions. 
Whenever the signal quality of the BTS a device is regis 
tered to drops beloW a certain level, the BTS With the best 
signal quality is chosen to become the next registered BTS. 
A GSM terminal stores a list of surrounding BTSes and their 
signal strength in a memory Within the terminal. 

[0087] The subscriber identity module (SIM) is a smart 
card that is primarily used for user authenticating. SIM cards 
reside inside the mobile terminals and may communicate 
With the GSM netWork using the short messaging service 
(SMS). A handset-based, netWork-assisted location service 
806 includes a portion residing on the SIM cards to access 
the cell lists as Well as their ?eld strength and return it to the 
application server 804 upon request by tunneling the infor 
mation through SMS. NetWork assistance is used to associ 
ate cell lists to GIS coordinates. The combination of the cell 
identi?ers and their ?eld strength as Well as information 
about the BTSes’ positions and the topology of these sur 
rounding area alloWs the tracking of devices Within an area. 
The precession of the tracking depends on the density of the 
BTSes. 

[0088] The major advantage of the approach is that it 
alloWs locating mobile devices 802 With a decent precision 
at loW cost. The mobile devices 802 and the GSM netWork 
stay untouched and the communication via SMS is very cost 
ef?cient. Only mapping services of cell identi?ers and ?eld 
strengths need to be added to enable the location services. 

[0089] FIG. 10 is an interaction diagram illustrating an 
exemplary application How for a modi?ed sales order appli 
cation system. In this implementation, the mobile device 802 
is a GSM mobile phone. GSM systems may include a GSM 
location service to determine the location (e.g., latitude, 
longitude & altitude) of a phone for a given telephone 
number (MSISDN number). 
[0090] In the implementation shoWn in FIG. 10, a user 
may access the sales order application using a WAP-enabled 
mobile phone (mobile device 802) by calling a uniform 
resource locator (URL) identifying the application. AWAP 
broWser running on the WAP-enabled mobile phone sends a 
request to the applications server 804. The request includes 
user identi?cation information. The user identi?cation is 
submitted ether as MSISDN number 
(callAppURL(Phone#:String)) or as a parameter encoded in 
the URL identifying the application (callAppCallerID(Cal 
lerID:String)). If user identi?cation information Was not 
encoded in the URL, the application server 804 resolves the 
user identi?cation from the MSISDN number. 

[0091] The mappings betWeen MSISDN numbers and 
phone numbers are stored by the backend server 810. The 
MSISDN number is the telephone number of the mobile 
device 802. Because each sales representative has a mobile 
device 802 With a unique telephone number, the telephone 
number of the device 802 may be used to uniquely identify 
the sales representative Within the system 800. The 
retrieveUserID( ) function retrieves the ID (retrieveUserID( 
) from a database associated With the backend server 810, 
Which is returned to the application server 804 (return 
UserID(UserID:String)). The application server 804 com 
pletes the login dialog With the user name and returns it to 
the user (presentUserID(UserID:String)). 
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[0092] After the user completes the logon With a password 
(or using any other authentication technique) the user name 
and password are posted to the application server 804, Which 
starts collecting contextual information (logon(UserID 
:String, PassWord:String)). First the application server 804 
queries the location service 806 for the current position of a 
phone using the MSISDN number 
(getLcocation(Phone#:String)). In this example, GSM 
mobile phones are used and the GSM location service 
provides the location service 806 functionality. The location 
service 806 returns the location (provideIJocation(Lat 
:String, LongzString, Alt:String)). HoWever latitude, longi 
tude, and altitude coordinates are not very useful on the 
application level. For application level data (e.g., the cus 
tomers in that area) the geographical coordinates are trans 
mitted to a GIS application 808 (getLocalClients(Lat:String, 
LongzString, Alt:String)) that returns an ordered list of 
clients (provideLocalClientList(ClientList)). 
[0093] The customer list may be reduced by verifying the 
customers in the list against the sales representative’s cus 
tomer base to remove customers of the company that are not 
served by the sales representative. The user identi?er and the 
customer list is transmitted to the backend server 810 
(getFilteredClientList(UserID:String, ClientList)) that ?lters 
the list and returns the ?ltered list to the application server 
804 (provideFilteredClientList(ClientList)). The list is 
sorted (sortClientList( and presented to the user (provide 
ClientList(ClientList)) so that the user may select a desired 
customer from the list (selectClient(ClieniID:String)). If 
only one customer is available in the list, that customer may 
be displayed Without requiring the user’s explicit identi? 
cation. 

[0094] After a customer is selected, the application server 
804 queries the backend server 810 for a list of products 
(getFavouriteArticles(UserID:String ClientID:String)) cor 
responding to that client. The list may be calculated based on 
information such as the purchasing history of the customer, 
and the products sold by the sales representative. The list is 
returned form the backend server 810 to the application 
server 804 (provideFavouriteArticles(ArticleList)) and pre 
sented to the user (provideFavouriteArticles(ArticleList)). 

[0095] The sales representative then selects a product and 
an order amount. The request is posted to the application 
server 804 (selectArticles&Quantities(Article/QuantityL 
ist)), Which tries to place the order based on the given 
information (createOrder( and returns a con?rmation 
message (sendOrderCon?mation( 
[0096] The GIS application 808 provides a mechanism to 
respond to geospatial business queries, such as, “Show me 
all customers in a radius of x meters of location y” as shoWn 
in FIG. 10 (getLocalClients). The GIS application 808 may 
be implemented on top of a database or application server to 
provide GIS query functionality. In order to enable such a 
GIS application 808, customer addresses may be geocoded 
so that the customers’ locations may be queried or com 
pared. One Way to geocode addresses is to map each 
customer address to a standardiZed latitude, longitude, and 
altitude data set, Which is then stored as part of a customer 
record in a database. A variety of geocoding softWare tools 
and services are available to perform this task either in batch 
or real-time modes. 

[0097] In the implementation shoWn in FIG. 8, the appli 
cation server 804 sends the current user location to the GIS 
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application 808 that has access to a customer data base that 
has been geocoded. Based on the user location, the GIS 
application 808 is able to select only those customers that are 
Within a given radius of the user location and returns only 
the selected records to the application. The siZe of this 
selection radius should be chosen to be at least as much as 
the absolute minimal precision of the user location data plus 
the absolute minimal precision of the customer location data 
in order to make sure that all local customers are selected by 
the GIS application 808. For example, if the minimal 
precision of a given user location ULrnin is :3 kilometers and 
the minimal precision of a geocoded customer address 
CLmin is :1 kilometers, the selection radius should be at least 
ABS(ULmin)+ABS(CLmin)=4 kilometers. If the selected 
radius is less than 4 kilometers, then the system may fail to 
identify a customer location that is but 4 meters from the 
mobile device 802. 

[0098] On the other hand, it is not desirable to choose a 
radius that is so large as to include an exorbitant number of 
customers. In order to minimiZe the number of selected 
customers and thus the number of selectable entries for the 
user of the mobile device, the system may dynamically adapt 
the siZe of the selection radius based on current precision 
data. Fortunately, one can reasonably expect a correlation 
betWeen the local density of customer locations and the 
precision of GSM-based location services. For example, in 
a city With many small GSM cells, the precision of a 
GSM-based location service 806 as Well as the density of 
customer locations is typically higher than in a rural area. 
This alloWs for smaller selection radii in cities and bigger 
selection radii in rural areas both resulting in a high accuracy 
of selected customer locations While minimiZing the number 
of selectable records for the user. 

[0099] Another Way to optimiZe selected customer lists is 
to have the GIS application 808 sort the returned lists by 
increasing distance from the user location, so that the 
probability for the user to ?nd the current customer on top 
of the resulting list is as high as possible. 

[0100] In mobile application system 800, the mobile 
device 802 sends a request to application server 804 using a 
WAP broWser. In a handset-enabled location service 806, the 
application server 804 may interact With an application 
stored in the SIM card on the mobile device 802 using SMS. 
The application accesses the cell identi?er/?eld strengths list 
and returns it via the mobile terminal to through the SMS 
system, returning the list to the application server 804. The 
GIS application 808 may be used to translate the set of BTS 
identi?ers and ?eld strengths into GIS coordinates. In the 
sales order entry scenario, the application server 804 queries 
the GIS application 808 for customers Within a certain range. 
The GIS application 808 accesses its database and returns a 
list of nearby customers from Which a WML document is 
created and ?nally returned to the mobile device 802. 

[0101] As discussed above, a user interface may be 
improved through the use of contextual information, such as 
user pro?les and customer data, in combination With loca 
tion information. Besides the different interaction schemas 
this multi-dimensional approach supports the adoption of 
application based on the experience of the user With a 
speci?c application as Well as With a speci?c device or 
interaction schema. For example, a user not familiar With a 
desktop application may need support by the system to 
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explain What to put in the different ?elds, While needing no 
help as to use the screen, keyboard and mouse. In a fully 
VoiceXML-based application, a user familiar With the appli 
cation may need more support With the interaction schema 
(eg the system advises the user “you can say the number or 
type into the keyboard”). 

[0102] Information about users and customers may be 
stored in a database server of an enterprise application. 
Because of the dynamic nature of much enterprise data, such 
systems may use transactional databases. While transac 
tional databases provide many advantages, their added func 
tionality sometimes adversely impacts performance. In 
many cases, user interfaces may access predominantly static 
data Where transactional database functionality is not 
needed. Data may be extracted out of the backend server 
810, mapped to a data model and stored in a lightweight 
directory access protocol (LDAP) enabled directory server. 
The synchroniZation of these data storage devices may take 
place in a batch process in de?ned intervals. 

[0103] Anumber of implementations have been described. 
Nevertheless, it Will be understood that various modi?ca 
tions may be made Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. Accordingly, other implementations 
are Within the scope of the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Alocation conteXt-aWare system integrating geographi 

cal conteXtual information, the location conteXt-aWare sys 
tem comprising: 

a mobile device; 

a location service operable to determine a location of the 
mobile device; 

a mobile application server coupled to the mobile device 
providing a business process application, the business 
process application including a user interface; and 

a geographical information service application coupled to 
the mobile application server, the geographical infor 
mation service application operable to query business 
process data, 

Wherein the mobile application server modi?es the user 
interface based on the location of the mobile device and 
the business process data. 

2. The system of claim 1 further comprising a backend 
enterprise server coupled to the mobile application server 
such that the backend enterprise server is operable to pro 
vide business process data. 

3. The system of claim 2 Wherein the backend enterprise 
server includes a customer relationship management appli 
cation, and Wherein the business process data includes 
customer data. 

4. The system of claim 1 Wherein the user interface 
includes a user input ?eld, and Wherein the mobile applica 
tion server modi?es the user interface by setting the value of 
the user input ?eld using the business process data. 

5. The system of claim 4 Wherein the user input ?eld is 
hidden from the user. 

6. The system of claim 4 Wherein the user input ?eld is 
displayed With the corresponding value of the user input 
?eld set by the mobile application server. 

7. The system of claim 1 Wherein the user interface 
includes a user input ?eld, and Wherein the mobile applica 
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tion server modi?es the user interface by providing a selec 
tion of possible values using the business process data. 

8. The system of claim 1 Wherein the mobile device is a 
personal digital assistant (FDA). 

9. The system of claim 1 Wherein the mobile device is a 
mobile telephone. 

10. The system of claim 1 Wherein the mobile device is a 
mobile phone and the location service is netWork-based, 
handset-assisted. 

11. The system of claim 1 Wherein the mobile device is a 
mobile phone and the location service is handset-based, 
netWork-assisted. 

12. The system of claim 1 Wherein the mobile application 
server modi?es the user interface based on the location of 
the mobile device and the business process data by querying 
the geographical information service application to deter 
mine business process data related to the location of the 
mobile device. 

13. Amethod of modifying a user interface using location 
conteXt information, the method comprising: 

identifying the location of a mobile device; 

retrieving information from a geographical information 
service application based on the location of the mobile 
device; 

modifying a user interface using the retrieved informa 
tion; and 

displaying the modi?ed user interface on the mobile 
device. 

14. The method of claim 13 Wherein identifying the 
location of a mobile device includes querying a location 
service to determine the location of the mobile device. 

15. The method of claim 14 Wherein the location service 
is based on the mobile device. 

16. The method of claim 13 Wherein the user interface 
includes a user input ?eld, and Wherein modifying the user 
interface includes setting the value of the user input ?eld 
using the retrieved information. 

17. The method of claim 16 Wherein the user input ?eld 
is hidden from display. 

18. The method of claim 16 Wherein the user input ?eld 
and set value are displayed. 

19. The method of claim 13 Wherein retrieving informa 
tion from a geographical information service application 
based on the location of the mobile device includes querying 
the geographical information service application With a 
query that includes a geographical location. 

20. A computer program for providing a location conteXt 
aWare user interface on a mobile device, the computer 
program comprising: 

a location identi?cation code segment to determine the 
location of a mobile device; 

an information dispatch code segment to retrieve infor 
mation from a geographical information service appli 
cation based on the location of the mobile device; 

a user interface generation code segment to modify a user 
interface using the retrieved information; and 

a user interface display code segment to display the 
modi?ed user interface. 


