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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention relates to mutations of a subtilisin 
gene Which result in changes in the chemical characteristics 
of subtilisin enZyrnes. Mutations at speci?c nucleic acids of 
the subtilisin gene result in amino acid substitutions and 
consequently, altered enZyrne function. Some of these 
mutant enzymes exhibit physical properties advantageous to 
industrial applications, particularly in the detergent industry, 
providing subtilisin Which is more stable to oxidation, 
possesses greater protease activity, and exhibits irnproved 
Washability. 
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USEFUL MUTATIONS OF BACTERIAL ALKALINE 
PROTEASE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of application 
Ser. No. 08/486,846 ?led Jun. 7, 1995, Which is a division 
of application Ser. No. 07/294,241 ?led Jan. 6, 1989 and 
claims priority of Danish application no. 64/88 ?led Jan. 7, 
1988, the contents of Which are fully incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates to mutations of the 
subtilisin gene Which result in changes in the chemical 
characteristics of subtilisin enZyme. Mutations at speci?c 
nucleic acids of the subtilisin gene result in amino acid 
substitutions and consequently, altered enZyme function. 
Some of these mutant enZymes exhibit physical properties 
advantageous to industrial applications, particularly in the 
detergent industry, providing subtilisin Which is more stable 
to oxidation, possesses greater protease activity, and exhibits 
improved Washability. 
[0004] 2. Description of Related Art 

Bacillus Proteases 

[0005] EnZymes cleaving the amide linkages in protein 
substrates are classi?ed as proteases, or (interchangeably) 
peptidases (See Walsh, 1979, EnZymatic Reaction Mecha 
nisms. W. H. Freeman and Company, San Francisco, Chap 
ter 3). Bacteria of the Bacillus species secrete tWo extracel 
lular species of protease, a neutral, or metalloprotease, and 
an alkaline protease Which is functionally a serine endopep 
tidase, referred to as subtilisin. Secretion of these proteases 
has been linked to the bacterial groWth cycle, With greatest 
expression of protease during the stationary phase, When 
sporulation also occurs. Joliffe et al. (1980, J. Bacterial. 
141:1199-1208) has suggested that Bacillus proteases func 
tion in cell Wall turnover. 

Subtilisins 

[0006] Aserine protease is an enZyme Which catalyses the 
hydrolysis of peptide bonds, in Which there is an essential 
serine residue at the active site (White, Handler, and Smith, 
1973, “Principles of Biochemistry,” Fifth Edition, McGraW 
Hill Book Company, NY, pp. 271-272). 

[0007] The serine proteases have molecular Weights in the 
25,000 to 30,000 range. They are inhibited by diisopropy 
l?uorophosphate, but in contrast to metalloproteases, are 
resistant to ethylenediamine-tetra acetic acid (EDTA) 
(although they are stabiliZed at high temperatures by cal 
cium ion). They hydrolyZe simple terminal esters and are 
similar in activity to eukaryotic chymotrypsin, also a serine 
protease. The alternative term, alkaline protease, re?ects the 
high pH optimum of the serine proteases, from pH 9.0 to 
11.0 (for revieW, see Priest, 1977, Bacteriological Rev. 
41:711-753). 
[0008] A subtilisin is a serine protease produced by Gram 
positive bacteria or fungi. AWide variety of subtilisins have 
been identi?ed, and the amino acid sequences of at least 
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eight subtilisins have been determined. These include six 
subtilisins from Bacillus strains, namely, subtilisin 168, 
subtilisin BPN‘, subtilisin Carlsberg, subtilisin DY, subtilisin 
amylosacchariticus, and mesentericopeptidase (Kurihara et 
al., 1972, J. Biol. Chem. 247:5629-5631; Stahl and Ferrari, 
1984, J. Bacteriol. 158:411-418; Vasantha et al., 1984, J. 
Bacteriol. 159:811-819, Jacobs et al., 1985, Nucl. Acids Res. 
13:8913-8926; Nedkov et al., 1985, Biol. Chem. Hoppe 
Seyler 366:421-430; Svendsen et al., 1986, FEBS Lett 
196:228-232), and tWo fungal subtilisins, subtilisin thermi 
tase from T hermoactinymyces vulgaris (Meloun et al., 1985 , 
FEBS Lett. 183:195-200) and proteinase K from Triti 
rachium album (J any and Mayer, 1985, Biol. Chem. Hoppe 
Seyler 366:584-492). 
[0009] Subtilisins are Well-characterized physically and 
chemically. In addition to knoWledge of the primary struc 
ture (amino acid sequence) of these enZymes, over 50 high 
resolution X-ray structures of subtilisin have been deter 
mined Which delineate the binding of substrate, transition 
state, products, three different protease inhibitors, and de?ne 
the structural consequences for natural variation (Kraut, 
1971, Ann. Rev. Biochem. 46:331-358). Random and site 
directed mutations of the subtilisin gene have both arisen 
from knoWledge of the physical and chemical properties of 
the enZyme and contributed information relating to subtili 
sin’s catalytic activity, substrate speci?city, tertiary struc 
ture, etc. (Wells et al., 1987, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 
84:1219-1223; Wells et al., 1986, Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. 
A. 317:415-423; HWang and Warshel, 1987, Biochem. 
26:2669-2673; Rao et al., 1987, Nature 328:551-554). 

Industrial Applications of Subtilisins 

[0010] Subtilisins have found much utility in industry, 
particularly detergent formulations, as they are useful for 
removing proteinaceous stains. To be effective, hoWever, 
these enZymes must not only possess activity under Washing 
conditions, but must also be compatible With other detergent 
components during storage. For example, subtilisin may be 
used in combination With amylases, Which are active against 
starches; cellulases Which Will digest cellulosic materials; 
lipases, Which are active against fats; peptidases, Which are 
active on peptides, and ureases, Which are effective against 
urine stains. Not only must the formulation protect other 
enZymes from digestion by subtilisin, but subtilisin must be 
stable With respect to the oxidiZing poWer, calcium binding 
properties, detergency and high pH of nonenZymatic deter 
gent components. The ability of the enZyme to remain stable 
in their presence is often referred to as its Washing ability or 
Washability. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention relates to mutations of the 
subtilisin gene, some of Which result in changes in the 
chemical characteristics of subtilisin enZyme. Mutations are 
created at speci?c nucleic acids of the subtilisin gene, and, 
in various speci?c embodiments, the mutant enZymes pos 
sess altered chemical properties including, but not limited to, 
increased stability to oxidation, augmented proteolytic abil 
ity, and improved Washability. 

[0012] The present invention also relates, but is not lim 
ited to the amino acid and DNA sequences for protease 
mutants derived from Bacillus lentus variants, subtilisin 147 
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and subtilisin 309, as Well as mutations of these genes and 
the corresponding mutant enZymes. 

[0013] Site-directed mutation can ef?ciently produce 
mutant subtilisin enZymes Which can be tailored to suit a 
multitude of industrial applications particularly in the areas 
of detergent and food technology. The present invention 
relates, in part, but is not limited to, mutants of the subtilisin 
309 gene Which exhibit improved stability to oxidation, 
augmented protease activity, and/or improved Washability. 

Abbreviations 

[0014] A=Ala=Alanine 

[0015] V=Val=Valine 

[0016] L=Leu=Leucine 

[0017] I=Ile=Isoleucine 

[0018] P=Pro=Proline 

[0019] F=Phe=Phenylalanine 

[0020] W=Trp=Tryptophan 
[0021] M=Met=Methionine 

[0022] G=Gly=Glycine 
[0023] S=Ser=Serine 

[0024] T=Thr=Threonine 

[0025] C=Cys=Cysteine 

[0026] 
[0027] 
[0028] 
[0029] 
[0030] 
[0031] 
[0032] 
[0033] 

Y=Tyr=Tyrosine 

N=Asn=Asparagine 

Q=Gln=Glutamine 

D=Asp=Aspartic Acid 

E=Glu=Glutamic Acid 

K=Lys=Lysine 
R=Arg=Arginine 
H=His=Histidine 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0034] FIG. 1 illustrates the insertion of a subset of 
fragments, ranging from 1.5 kb to 6.5 kb in length, generated 
by partial digestion of Bacillus lentus strain 309 DNA With 
Sau 3A restriction endonuclease, into Bam HI cut plasmid 
pSx50. The tWo resulting plasmids, pSx86 and pSx88, 
containing the subtilisin 309 gene in opposite orientations, 
are also shoWn. 

[0035] FIG. 2 illustrates the insertion of Bacillus lentus 
strain 147 DNA fragments into plasmid pSX56. Partial 
digestion of strain 147 DNA Was performed using Sau 3A 
restriction endonuclease. Fragments ranging in siZe from 1.5 
to 6.5 kb Were then ligated into Bam HI cleaved plasmid 
pSX56. The product, pSX94, contains the subtilisin 147 
gene. 

[0036] FIG. 3 illustrates gapped duplex mutagenesis, 
using the method of Morinaga et al. (1984, Biotechnology 
2:636-639). It features tWo plasmids, pSX93 and pSX119, 
both derived from puCl3. pSX93 contains an XbaI-HindIII 
fragment of the subtilisin 309 gene, and pSX119 contains 
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the remainder of the subtilisin 309 gene in an EcoRI-XbaI 
fragment. In (A), plasmid pSX93 is cleaved With XbaI and 
ClaI, and the gapped molecules are mixed With pSX93 cut 
With ScaI, denatured, and alloWed to reanneal so as to 
generate plasmids With a region of single-stranded DNA 
extending Within the subtilisin 309 coding sequence. A 
synthetic oligonucleotide, homologous to the subtilisin 309 
gene but containing a mutation, is alloWed to anneal to the 
single stranded gap, Which is then ?lled in using the KlenoW 
fragment of DNA polymerase I and T4 DNA ligase. Upon 
replication of the plasmid, double-stranded mutants of the 
subtilisin 309 gene are generated. The same procedure is 
performed in (B), using plasmid pSX119 and EcoRI and 
XbaI enZymes, to create mutations in the corresponding 
region of the subtilisin 309 gene. 

[0037] FIG. 4 illustrates plasmid pSX92, Which is a 
derivative of plasmid pSX62, bearing the subtilisin 309 
gene. Mutated fragments (i.e., XbaI-ClaI, XbaI-HindIII, or 
EcoRI-XbaI), excised from mutation plasmid pSX93 or 
pSX119 (see FIG. 3) using the appropriate restriction endo 
nucleases, Were inserted into plasmid pSX92 for expression 
in B. subtilis strain DN 497. 

[0038] FIG. 5 illustrates plasmid pSX143, Which contains 
truncated forms of both subtilisin 309 and subtilisin 147 
genes. In vivo recombination betWeen homologous regions 
of the tWo genes can result in active protease. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0039] The invention relates to mutations of the subtilisin 
gene, some of Which result in changes in the chemical 
characteristics of subtilisin enZyme. Mutations at speci?c 
nucleic acids may be generated, and thus, forms of subtilisin 
can be designed so as to meet the needs of industrial 
application. 

[0040] The invention is based, in part, upon the discovery 
that nutations of speci?c nucleic acids in the subtilisin gene 
can result in enZymes With altered properties. In various 
embodiments, enZymes With improved stability to oxidation, 
augmented protease activity, or improved Washing ability 
can be generated. 

[0041] For purposes of clarity in description, and not by 
Way of limitation, the invention Will be described in four 
parts: (a) the chemical structure of knoWn subtilisins and 
subtilisin 147 and 309; (b) methods for producing mutations 
in the subtilisin gene; (c) expression of mutants of subtilisin 
and (d) screening of subtilisin mutants for desirable chemi 
cal properties. 

Chemical Structures of KnoWn Subtilisins and 
Subtilisin 147 and 309 

[0042] Sequence analysis of subtilisin from various 
sources can reveal the functional signi?cance of the primary 
amino acid sequence, and can direct the creation of neW 
mutants With deliberately modi?ed functions. Comparing 
the amino acid sequence of different forms of subtilisin, 
While contrasting their physical or chemical properties, may 
reveal speci?c target regions Which are likely to produce 
useful mutant enZymes. 

[0043] The amino acid sequences of at least eight subtili 
sins are knoWn. These include six subtilisins from Bacillus 
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strains, namely, subtilisin 168, subtilisin BPN‘, subtilisin 
Carlsberg, subtilisin DY, subtilisin amylosacchariticus and 
mesentericopeptidase (Kurihara et al., 1972, J. Biol. Chem. 
247:5629-5631; Stahl and Ferrari, 1984, J. Bacteriol. 
158:411-418; Vasantha et al., 1984, J. Bacteriol. 159:811 
819; Jacobs et al., 1985, Nucl. Acids Res. 13:8913-8926; 
Nedkov et al., 1985, Biol. Chem. Hoppe-Seyler 3661421 
430; Svendsen et al., 1986, FEBS Lett. 196:228-232), and 
tWo fungal subtilisins, subtilisin thermitase from T herma 
actinymyces vulgaris (Meloun et al., 1985, FEBS Lett. 
183:195-200), and proteinase K from Tritirichium album 
limber (Janny and Mayer, 1985, Biol. Chem. Hoppe-Seyler 
366:485-492). 
[0044] In connection With this invention the amino acid 
and DNA sequences for tWo further serine proteases are 
revealed. These proteases Were derived from tWo Bacillus 
lentus variants, C303 and C360, Which have been deposited 
With NCIB and designated the accession Nos. NCIB 10147 
and NCIB 10309, respectively. For convenience the pro 
teases produced by these strains are designated subtilisin 
147 and subtilisin 309, respectively, and the genes encoding 
these proteins are referred to as the subtilisin 147 and 309 
genes. 

[0045] As used in this invention, the term “subtilisin 
material” refers to a proteinaceous material Which contains 
a subtilisin as its active ingredient. As used herein, and under 
the de?nition of subtilisin material, any serine protease is a 
subtilisin Which has at least 30%, preferably 50%, and more 
preferably 80% amino acid sequence homology With the 
sequences referenced above for subtilisin 147, subtilisin 
309, subtilisin 168, subtilisin BPN‘, subtilisin Carlsberg, 
subtilisin DY, subtilisin amylosacchariticus, mesenteri 
copeptidase, thermitase, proteinase K and thermomycolase. 
These serine proteases are also described herein as “homolo 
gous serine proteases”. 

[0046] Table I compares the deduced amino acid 
sequences of subtilisin 309, subtilisin 147, subtilisin BPN‘, 
subtilisin Carlsberg and subtilisin 168 (SpiZiZen, et al., 1958, 
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 44:1012-1078). Table II pre 
sents the nucleic acid sequence of the subtilisin 309 gene, 
and Table III presents the nucleic acid sequence of the 
subtilisin 147 gene. The sequences of subtilisin 309 or 147, 
or their functional equivalents, can be used in accordance 
With the invention. For example, the sequences of subtilisin 
309 or 147 depicted in Tables I, II or III can be altered by 
substitutions, additions or deletions that provide for func 
tionally equivalent molecules. For example, due to the 
degeneracy of nucleotide coding sequences, other DNA 
sequences Which encode substantially the same amino acid 
sequence as depicted in Table I may be used in the practice 
of the present invention. These include but are not limited to 
nucleotide sequences comprising all or portions of the 
subtilisin 309 or 147 sequences depicted in Table II or III 
Which are altered by the substitution of different codons that 
encode the same or a functionally equivalent amino acid 
residues Within the sequence, thus producing a silent change. 
For example, one or more amino acid residues Within the 
sequence can be substituted by another amino acid of a 
similar polarity Which acts as a functional equivalent. Sub 
stitutes for an amino acid Within the sequence may be 
selected from other members of the class to Which the amino 
acid belongs. For example, the non-polar (hydrophobic) 
amino acids include alanine, leucine, isoleucine, valine, 
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proline, phenylalanine, tryptophan and methionine. The 
polar neutral amino acids include glycine, serine, threonine, 
cysteine, tyrosine, asparagine, and glutamine. The positively 
charged (basic) amino acids include arginine, lysine, and 
histidine. The negatively charged (acidic) amino acids 
include aspartic and glutamic acid. 

[0047] Closeness of relation can be measured by compari 
son of amino acid sequences. There are many methods of 
aligning protein sequences, but the differences are only 
manifest When the degree of relatedness is quite small. The 
methods described in Atlas of Protein Sequence and Struc 
ture, Margaret O. Dayhoff editor, vol. 5, supplement 2, 1976, 
National Biomedical Research Foundation, GeorgetoWn 
University Medical Center, Washington, DC, p. 3 ff., 
entitled SEARCH and ALIGN, de?ne relatedness. As is Well 
knoWn in the art, related proteins can differ in number of 
amino acids as Well as identity of each amino acid along the 
chain. That is, there can be deletions or insertions When tWo 
structures are aligned for maximum identity. For example, 
subtilisin Carlsberg has only 274 amino acids While subtili 
sin BPN‘ has 275 amino acids. Aligning the tWo sequences 
shoWs that Carlsberg has no residue corresponding to Asn 56 
of subtilisin BPN‘. Thus the amino acid sequence of Carls 
berg Would appear very different from subtilisin BPN‘ unless 
a gap is recorded at location 56. Therefore, one can predict 
With a high degree of con?dence that substituting Ser for 
Asn at location 218 of subtilisin Carlsberg Will increase 
thermal stability provided that the residues in Carlsberg are 
numbered by homology to subtilisin BPN‘. 

[0048] According to the invention, the sequences deter 
mined for subtilisins 309 and 147 can be compared With 
sequences of knoWn subtilisins (see Table I) or neWly 
discovered subtilisins in order to deduce sites for desirable 
mutations. To do this, the closeness of relation of the 
subtilisins being compared must be determined. 

[0049] Experiments to determine the relationship betWeen 
the primary structure of subtilisin and its physical properties 
have revealed the signi?cance of the methionine-222 residue 
as Well as the amino acids functional in the native site, 
namely, aspartic acid-32, histidine-64, and serine-221. 
Asparagine-155 and Serine-221 are Within the oxyanion 
binding site. Mutations at these positions are likely to 
diminish proteolytic activity. According to the present 
invention, the amino acid sequences of subtilisins 309 and 
147 Were compared With one another and With the sequences 
of other subtilisins (see Table II). Residues that varied 
betWeen subtilisin 309 or 147 and other subtilisins Were 
identi?ed. For example, at residue 153, subtilisin 309 con 
tains a serine residue, Whereas subtilisin 147, subtilisin 
BPN‘, Carlsberg and 168 contain an alanine residue. There 
fore, if the serine 153 residue of subtilisin 309 Were changed 
to an alanine residue, the physical properties of subtilisin 
309 might be altered in a desired direction. Likewise, 
subtilisin 147 contains a serine residue at position 218, 
Whereas the other subtilisins expressed an asparagine resi 
due. Because subtilisin 147 has improved thermal stability 
relative to the other subtilisins, mutating the asparagine 218 
of subtilisin 309 to a serine residue might improve the 
thermal stability of subtilisin 309. As another example, it 
Was reasoned that, since Thr 71 is close to the active site, the 
introduction of a negatively charged amino acid, such as 
aspartic acid, might suppress oxidative attack by electro 
static repulsion. The sites that are most likely to be relevant 
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to the physical properties of subtilisin are those in Which 
there is conservation of amino acid residues betWeen most 
subtilisins, for example Asp-153 and Asn-218 discussed 
above, and also Trp-6, Arg-170, Pro-168, His-67, Met-175, 
Gly-219, Arg-275. By mutating the nucleic acid sequence 
such that an amino acid Which differs from other subtilisins 
is substituted With an amino acid that conforms, a more 
stable form of subtilisin may result. 

[0050] Wells et al. (1987, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 
84:1219-1223) have used comparison of amino acid 
sequences and site-directed mutation to engineer subtilisin 
substrate speci?city. The catalytic activities of various sub 
tilisins can differ markedly against selected substrates. Wells 
has shoWn that only three amino acid substitutions can cause 
B. amyloliquefaciens subtilisin substrate speci?city to 
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approach that of B. licheniformis subtilisin, enZymes that 
differ by factors of 10-50 in catalytic efficiency in their 
native state. Comparison analysis betWeen subtilisin 147 and 
309 and other subtilisins has indicated that mutation of the 
folloWing sites may alter the physical or chemical properties 
of subtilisin: 6, 9, 11-12, 19, 25, 36-38, 53-59, 67, 71, 89, 
104, 111, 115, 120, 121-122, 124, 128, 131, 140, 153-166, 
168, 169-170, 172, 175, 180, 182, 186, 187, 191, 194, 195, 
199, 218, 219, 222, 226, 234-238, 241, 260-262, 265, 268, 
or 275. Deletions occur at the folloWing sites in subtilisins 
147 and/or 309; insertion of appropriate amino acid residues 
into these sites might enhance the stability of the parent 
enZymes: 1, 36, 56, 159, 164-166. According to the method 
illustrated by these examples, Which are not limiting, a 
number of potential mutation sites become apparent. 

TABLE I 

COMPARISON OF AMINO ACID SEQUENCE FOR VARIOUS PROTEASES 

a) —— 

b) 

c) ——— 

d) -- 

e) 

a) -- 

b) 

c) ——— 

d) -- 

e) 

a) — — 

b) 

c) ——— 

d) - 

e) 

a) 

b) 

C) 

d) 

e) 

a) —— 

b) 

c) ——— 

d) 

e) ——— 

__ K 
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TABLE I-continued 
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COMPARISON OF AMINO ACID SEQUENCE FOR VARIOUS PROTEASES 

170 

—S a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

a) 

b) - 

c) 

61) 

e) 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

a) 

b) G-R-A-T-Q 

c) Q-A-A-A-Q 

d) E-A-A-A-Q 

a = subtilisin 309 

b = subtilisin 147 

c = subtilisin BPN' 

d = subtilisin Carlsberg 

e = subtilisin 168 

it = assigned deletion 

Methods for Producing Mutations in Subtilisin 
Genes 

[0051] Many methods for introducing mutations into 
genes are Well knoWn in the art. After a brief discussion of 
cloning subtilisin genes, methods for generating mutations 
in both random sites and speci?c sites Within the subtilisin 
gene Will be discussed. 

Cloning a Subtilisin Gene 

[0052] The gene encoding subtilisin may be cloned from 
any Gram-positive bacteria or fungus by various methods 
Well knoWn in the art. First a genomic and/or cDNA library 
of DNA must be constructed using chromosomal DNA or 
messenger RNA from the organism that produces the sub 
tilisin to be studied. Then, if the amino acid sequence of the 



US 2003/0148495 A1 

subtilisin is known, homologous, labelled oligonucleotide 
probes may be synthesized and used to identify subtilisin 
encoding clones from a genomic library of bacterial DNA, 
or from a fungal cDNA library. Alternatively, a labelled 
oligonucleotide probe containing sequences homologous to 
subtilisin from another strain of bacteria or fungus could be 
used as a probe to identify subtilisin-encoding clones, using 
hybridiZation and Washing conditions of loWer stringency. 

[0053] Yet another method for identifying subtilisin-pro 
ducing clones Would involve inserting fragments of genomic 
DNA into an expression vector, such as a plasmid, trans 
forming protease-negative bacteria With the resulting 
genomic DNA library, and then plating the transformed 
bacteria onto agar containing a substrate for subtilisin, such 
as skim milk. Those bacteria containing subtilisin-bearing 
plasmid Will produce colonies surrounded by a halo of clear 
agar, due to digestion of the skim milk by excreted subtilisin. 

Generation of Random Mutations in the Subtilisin 
Gene 

[0054] Once the subtilisin gene has been cloned into a 
suitable vector, such as a plasmid, several methods can be 
used to introduce random mutations into the gene. 

[0055] One method Would be to incorporate the cloned 
subtilisin gene, as part of a retrievable vector, into a mutator 
strain of Eschericia coli. 

[0056] Another method Would involve generating a single 
stranded form of the subtilisin gene, and then annealing the 
fragment of DNA containing the subtilisin gene With another 
DNA fragment such that a portion of the subtilisin gene 
remained single stranded. This discrete, single stranded 
region could then be exposed to any of a number of 
mutageniZing agents, including, but not limited to, sodium 
bisul?te, hydroxylamine, nitrous acid, formic acid, or 
hydralaZine. A speci?c example of this method for generat 
ing random mutations is described by Shortle and Nathans 
(1978, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A., 75:2170-2174). 
According to the Shortle and Nathans method, the plasmid 
bearing the subtilisin gene Would be nicked by a restriction 
enZyme that cleaves Within the gene. This nick Would be 
Widened into a gap using the exonuclease action of DNA 
polymerase I. The resulting single-stranded gap could then 
be mutageniZed using any one of the above mentioned 
mutageniZing agents. 

[0057] Alternatively, the subtilisin gene from a Bacillus 
species including the natural promoter and other control 
sequences could be cloned into a plasmid vector containing 
replicons for both E. coli and B. subtilis, a selectable 
phenotypic marker and the M13 origin of replication for 
production of single-stranded plasmid DNA upon superin 
fection With helper phage IRl. Single-stranded plasmid DNA 
containing the cloned subtilisin gene is isolated and 
annealed With a DNA fragment containing vector sequences 
but not the coding region of subtilisin, resulting in a gapped 
duplex molecule. Mutations are introduced into the subtili 
sin gene either With sodium bisul?te, nitrous acid or formic 
acid or by replication in a mutator strain of E. coli as 
described above. Since sodium bisul?te reacts exclusively 
With cytosine in a single-stranded DNA, the mutations 
created With this mutagen are restricted only to the coding 
regions. Reaction time and bisul?te concentration are varied 
in different experiments such that from one to ?ve mutations 
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are created per subtilisin gene on average. Incubation of 10 
micrograms of gapped duplex DNA in 4 M Na-bisul?te, pH. 
6.0, for 9 minutes at 37° C. in a reaction volume of 400 
microliters, deaminates about 1% of cytosines in the single 
stranded region. The coding region of mature subtilisin 
contains about 200 cytosines, depending on the DNA strand. 
Advantageously, the reaction time is varied from about 4 
minutes (to produce a mutation frequency of about one in 
200) to about 20 minutes (about 5 in 200). 
[0058] After mutagenesis the gapped molecules are 
treated in vitro With DNA polymerase I (KlenoW fragment) 
to make fully double-stranded molecules and to ?x the 
mutations. Competent E. coli are then transformed With the 
mutageniZed DNA to produce an ampli?ed library of mutant 
subtilisins. Ampli?ed mutant libraries can also be made by 
groWing the plasmid DNA in a Mut D strain of E. coli Which 
increases the range of mutations due to its error prone DNA 
polymerase. 
[0059] The mutagens nitrous acid and formic acid may 
also be used to produce mutant libraries. Because these 
chemicals are not as speci?c for single-stranded DNA as 
sodium bisul?te, the mutagenesis reactions are performed 
according to the folloWing procedure. The coding portion of 
the subtilisin gene is cloned in M13 phage by standard 
methods and single stranded phage DNA prepared. The 
single-stranded DNA is then reacted With 1 M nitrous acid 
pH 4.3 for 15-60 minutes at 23° C. or 2.4 M formic acid for 
1-5 minutes at 23° C. These ranges of reaction times produce 
a mutation frequency of from 1 in 1000 to 5 in 1000. After 
mutagenesis, a universal primer is annealed to the M13 DNA 
and duplex DNA is synthesiZed using the mutageniZed 
single stranded DNA as a template so that the coding portion 
of the subtilisin gene becomes fully double-stranded. At this 
point the coding region can be cut out of the M13 vector With 
restriction enZymes and ligated into an unmutageniZed 
expression vector so that mutations occur only in the restric 
tion fragment. (Myers et al., 1985, Science 229:242-257). 
[0060] By yet another method, mutations can be generated 
by alloWing tWo dissimilar forms of subtilisin to undergo 
recombination in vivo. According to this method, homolo 
gous regions Within the tWo genes lead to a cross-over of 
corresponding regions resulting in the exchange of genetic 
information. The generation of hybrid amylase molecules 
according to this technique is fully described in US. appli 
cation Ser. No. 67,992, ?led on Jun. 29, 1987, Which is fully 
incorporated herein by reference. An example of a plasmid 
Which can generate hybrid forms of subtilisin is depicted in 
FIG. 5. Both the subtilisin 309 and 147 genes, incorporated 
into plasmid pSX143, are truncated, and therefore cannot 
themselves lead to subtilisin expression. HoWever, if recom 
bination occurs betWeen the tWo genes so as to correct the 

defect produced by truncation, i.e., the N terminal region of 
the subtilisin 309 gene becomes linked to the C terminal 
region of the subtilisin 147 gene, then active, mutant sub 
tilisin can be produced. If pSX143 is incorporated into a 
protease-negative strain of bacteria, and then bacteria that 
develop a protease positive phenotype are selected, then 
various mutants, subtilisin 309/147 chimeras, can be iden 
ti?ed. 

Generation of Site Directed Mutations in the 
Subtilisin Gene 

[0061] Once the subtilisin gene has been cloned, and 
desirable sites for mutation identi?ed, these mutations can 
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be introduced using synthetic oligo nucleotides. These oli 
gonucleotides contain nucleotide sequences ?anking the 
desired mutation sites; mutant nucleotides are inserted dur 
ing oligonucleotide synthesis. In a preferred method, a 
single stranded gap of DNA, bridging the subtilisin gene, is 
created in a vector bearing the subtilisin gene. Then the 
synthetic nucleotide, bearing the desired mutation, is 
annealed to a homologous portion of the single-stranded 
DNA. The remaining gap is then ?lled in by DNA poly 
merase I. (KlenoW fragment) and the construct is ligated 
using T4 ligase. A speci?c example of this method is 
described in Morinaga et al. (1984, Biotechnology 2:636 
639). According to Morinaga et al., a fragment Within the 
gene is removed using restriction endonuclease. The vector/ 
gene, noW containing a gap, is then denatured and hybrid 
iZed to vector/gene Which, instead of containing a gap, has 
been cleaved With another restriction endonuclease at a site 
outside the area involved in the gap. A single-stranded 
region of the gene is then available for hybridiZation With 
mutated oligonucleotides, the remaining gap is ?lled in by 
the KlenoW fragment of DNA polymerase I, the insertions 
are ligated With T4 DNA ligase, and, after one cycle of 
replication, a double-stranded plasmid bearing the desired 
mutation is produced. The Morinaga method obviates the 
additional manipulation of construction neW restriction sites, 
and therefore facilitates the generation of mutations at 
multiple sites. US. Pat. No. 4,760,025, by Estelle et al., 
issued Jul. 26, 1988, is able to introduce oligonucleotides 
bearing multiple mutations by performing minor alterations 
of the cassette, hoWever, an even greater variety of muta 
tions can be introduced at any one time by the Morinaga 
method, because a multitude of oligonucleotides, of various 
lengths, can be introduced. 

Expression of Subtilisin Mutants 

[0062] According to the invention, a mutated subtilisin 
gene produced by methods described above, or any alterna 
tive methods knoWn in the art, can be expressed, in enZyme 
form, using an expression vector. An expression vector 
generally falls under the de?nition of a cloning vector, since 
an expression vector usually includes the components of a 
typical cloning vector, namely, an element that permits 
autonomous replication of the vector in a microorganism 
independent of the genome of the microorganism, and one or 
more phenotypic markers for selection purposes. An expres 
sion vector includes control sequences encoding a promoter, 
operator, ribosome binding site, translation initiation signal, 
and, optionally, a repressor gene. To permit the secretion of 
the expressed protein, nucleotides encoding a “signal 
sequence” may be inserted prior to the coding sequence of 
the gene. For expression under the direction of control 
sequences, a target gene to be treated according to the 
invention is operably linked to the control sequences in the 
proper reading frame. Promoter sequences that can be incor 
porated into plasmid vectors, and Which can support the 
transcription of the mutant subtilisin gene, include but are 
not limited to the prokaryotic beta-lactamase promoter 
(Villa-Kamaroff, et al., 1978, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 
75:3727-3731) and the tac promoter (DeBoer, et al., 1983, 
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 80:21-25). Further references 
can also be found in “Useful proteins from recombinant 
bacteria” in Scienti?c American, 1980, 242:74-94. 

[0063] According to one embodiment B. subtilis is trans 
formed by an expression vector carrying the mutated DNA. 
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If expression is to take place in a secreting microorganism 
such as B. subtilis a signal sequence may folloW the trans 
lation initiation signal and precede the DNA sequence of 
interest. The signal sequence acts to transport the expression 
product to the cell Wall Where it is cleaved from the product 
upon secretion. The term “control sequences” as de?ned 
above is intended to include a signal sequence, When it is 
present. 

Screening of Mutant Subtilisins 

[0064] For screening mutants, transformed B. subtilis can 
be cultivated in the presence of a ?lter material (such as 
nitrocellulose) to Which the secreted expression product (eg 
enZyme) binds. In order to screen for an expression product 
having a desired characteristic, ?lter bound expression prod 
uct is subjected to conditions Which distinguish expression 
product of interest from Wild-type expression product. For 
example, the ?lter-bound expression product can be sub 
jected to conditions Which Would inactivate a Wild-type 
product. Preserved enZyme activity folloWing adverse treat 
ment suggests that the mutation confers enhanced stability 
on the enZyme, and is therefore a useful mutation. 

[0065] In one embodiment of the invention, screening for 
stable variants is accomplished using a protease de?cient B. 
subtilis strain transformed With the variant plasmid and 
plated out as folloWs: a nitrocellulose ?lter is placed on a 
nutrient base in a petri dish, and a cellulose acetate ?lter is 
placed on top of the nitrocellulose. Colonies are groWn on 
the cellulose acetate, and protease from individual colonies 
is secreted through the cellulose acetate onto the nitrocel 
lulose ?lter Where it is stably bound. Protease from hundreds 
of colonies is bound to a single ?lter alloWing subsequent 
screening of thousands of different variants by processing 
multiple ?lters. 

[0066] To identify colonies producing subtilisin of 
enhanced thermal stability, the ?lters can be incubated in 
buffer solutions at temperatures Which Would inactivate 
substantially all Wild-type activity. Variants of enhanced 
stability or activity retain activity after this step. The suitably 
treated ?lter then is soaked in a solution containing Tosyl 
L-Arg methyl ester (TAME), BenZoly-Arg-ethyl-ester 
(BAEE), Acetyl-Tyr-ethyl-ester (ATEE) (Sigma) or similar 
compounds. Because TAME, BAEE, and ATEE are sub 
strates for the proteases they are cleaved in Zones on the 
?lter containing variant subtilisins Which remain active after 
treatment. As cleavage occurs, protons are released in the 
reaction and cause phenol red to change in color from red to 
yelloW in areas retaining protease activity. 

[0067] This procedure can be used to screen for different 
classes of variants With only slight modi?cations. For 
example, the ?lters could be treated at high temperature, at 
high pH, With denaturants, oxidiZing agents, or under other 
conditions Which normally inactivate an enZyme such as a 
protease to ?nd resistant variants. Variants With altered 
substrate speci?city could be screened by replacing TAME, 
BAEE, or ATEE With other substrates Which are normally 
not cleaved by Wild-type subtilisin. 

[0068] Once a variant of enhanced stability is identi?ed by 
screening, the colony from Which the variant is derived is 
isolated and the altered subtilisin is puri?ed. Experiments 
can be performed on the puri?ed enZyme to determine 
conditions of stability toWards oxidation, thermal inactiva 
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tion, denaturation temperature, kinetic parameters as Well as 
other physical measurements. The altered gene can also be 
sequenced to determine the amino acid changes responsible 
for the enhanced stability. Using this procedure, variants 
With increased Washing abilities have been isolated. 

EXAMPLES 

Site-Speci?c Mutation of the Subtilisin Gene 
Generates Mutants With Useful Chemical 

Characteristics 

Materials And Methods 

Bacterial Strains 

[0069] B. subtilis 309 and 147 are variants of Bacillus 
lentus, deposited With the NCIB and accorded the accession 
numbers NCIB 10147 and NCIB 10309, and described in 
US. Pat. No. 3,723,250, issued Mar. 27, 1973, and fully 
incorporated herein by reference herein. B. subtilis DN 497 
is described in US. application Ser. No. 039,298 ?led Apr. 
17, 1987, Which is also fully incorporated herein by refer 
ence, and is an aro+ transformant of RUB 200 With chro 
mosomal DNA from SL 438, a sporulation and protease 
de?cient strain obtained from Dr. Kim Hardy of Biogen. E. 
coli MC 1000 r'm+ (Casa-daban, M. J. and Cohen, S. N. 
(1980), J. Mol. Biol. 138:179-207, Was made r'm+ by 
conventional methods and is also described in US. appli 
cation No. 039,298, supra. 

Plasmids 

[0070] pSX50 (described in US. application no. 039,298, 
supra) is a derivative of plasmid pDN 1050, comprising the 
promoter-operator P101 the B. pumilus xyn B gene and the 
B. subtilis xyl R gene. 

[0071] pSX65 (described in US. application Ser. No. 
039,298, supra) is a derivative of plasmid pDN 1050, 
comprising the promoter-operator P202, the B. pumilus xyn 
B gene, and the B. subtilis xyl R gene. 

[0072] pSX93, shoWn in FIG. 3A, is puC13 (Vieira and 
Messing, 1982, Gene 19:259-268) comprising a 0.7 kb 
XbaI-Hind III fragment of the subtilisin 309 gene including 
the terminator inserted in a polylinker sequence. 

[0073] pSX119 is PUC13 harboring an EcoRI-XbaI frag 
ment of the subtilisin 309 gene inserted into the polylinker. 

[0074] pSX62 (described in US. application Ser. No. 
039,298, supra) is a derivative of pSX52 (ibid), Which 
comprises a fusion gene betWeen the calf prochymosin gene 
and the B. pumilus xyn B gene inserted into pSX50 (supra). 
pSX62 Was generated by inserting the E. coli rrn B termi 
nator into pSX52 behind the prochymosin gene. 

[0075] pSX92 Was produced by cloning the subtilisin 309 
gene into plasmid pSX62 (supra) cut at Cla I and Hind III 
and ?lled prior to the insertion of the fragments DraI-NheI 
and NheI-Hind III from the cloned subtilisin 309 gene. 

Puri?cation of Subtilisins 

[0076] The procedure relates to a typical puri?cation of a 
10 liter scale fermentation of subtilisin 147, subtilisin 309 or 
mutants thereof. 
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[0077] Approximately 8 liters of fermentation broth Were 
centrifuged at 5000 rpm for 35 minutes in 1 liter beakers. 
The supernatants Were adjusted to pH 6.5 using 10% acetic 
acid and ?ltered on SeitZ Supra S100 ?lter plates. 

[0078] The ?ltrates Were concentrated to approximately 
400 ml using an Amicon CH2A UF unit equipped With an 
Amicon S1Y10 UF cartridge. The UF concentrate Was 
centrifuged and ?ltered prior to adsorption on a Bacitracin 
af?nity column at pH 7. The protease Was eluted from the 
Bacitracin column using 25% 2-propanol and 1 M sodium 
chloride in a buffer solution With 0.01 M dimethylglutaric 
acid, 0.1 M boric acid and 0.002 M calcium chloride 
adjusted to pH 7. 

[0079] The fractions With protease activity from the Baci 
tracin puri?cation step Were combined and applied to a 750 
ml Sephadex G25 column (5 cm dia.) equilibrated With a 
buffer containing 0.01 M dimethylglutaric acid, 0.2 M boric 
acid and 0.002 M calcium chloride adjusted to pH 6.5. 

[0080] Fractions With proteolytic activity from the Sepha 
dex G25 column Were combined and applied to a 150 ml CM 
Sepharose CL 6B cation exchange column (5 cm dia.) 
equilibrated With a buffer containing 0.01 M dimethylglu 
taric acid, 0.2 M boric acid and 0.002 M calcium chloride 
adjusted to pH 6.5. 

[0081] The protease Was eluted using a linear gradient of 
0-0.1 M sodium chloride in 2 liters of the same buffer (0-0.2 
M sodium chloride in case of subtilisin 147). 

[0082] In a ?nal puri?cation step protease containing 
fractions from the CM Sepharose column Were combined 
and concentrated in an Amicon ultra?ltration cell equipped 
With a GR81P membrane (from the Danish Sugar Factories 
Inc.). 
[0083] Subtillisin 309 and mutants 

[0084] 

[0085] 

[0086] 

[0087] 

[0088] 

[0089] 

Met 222 to Ala 

Gly 195 to Glu 

Asn 218 to Ser 

Arg 170 to Tyr 

Gly 195 to Glu, Arg 170 to Tyr 

Gly 195 to Glu, Met 222 to Ala 

[0090] Were puri?ed by this procedure. 

Oligonucledotide Synthesis 

[0091] All mismatch primers Were synthesiZed on an 
Applied Biosystems 380 ADNA synthesiZer and puri?ed by 
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (PAGE). 

Determination of Oxidation Stability 

[0092] The puri?ed enZyme is diluted to an enZyme con 
tent of approximately 0.1 mg/ml in 0.01 M dimethylglutaric 
acid pH 7 and in the same buffer With 0.01 M peracetic acid 
(pH 7). 
[0093] Both sets of dilutions Were heated to 50° C. for 20 
minutes. Proteolytic activity Was measured in the dilutions 
before and after the heat treatment. 
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Assay For Proteolytic Activity 

OPA-Casein Method 

[0094] Proteolytic activity Was determined using casein as 
the substrate. One Casein Protease Unit (CPU) is de?ned as 
the amount of enZyme liberating 1 millimole of primary 
amino groups (determined by comparison With a serine 
standard) per minute under standard conditions, i.e. incuba 
tion for 30 minutes at 25° C. and pH 9.5. 

[0095] A 2% (W/v) solution of casein (Hammarstein, sup 
plied by Merck A. G., West Germany) Was prepared With the 
Universal Buffer described by Britton and Robinson (Journ. 
Chem. Soc. 1931, p. 1451), adjusted to pH 9.5. 

[0096] TWo ml of substrate solution Was preincubated in a 
Water bath for 10 minutes at 250C. One ml of enZyme 
solution containing about 0.2-0.3 CPU/ml of Britton-Rob 
inson buffer (pH 9.5), Was added. After 30 minutes of 
incubation at 25° C. the reaction Was terminated by the 
addition of a stopping agent (5 ml of a solution containing 
trichloroacetic acid (17.9 g), sodium acetate (29.9 g), and 
acetic acid (19.8 g), ?lled up to 500 ml With deioniZed 
Water). Ablank Was prepared in the same manner as the test 
solution, eXcept that the stopping agent Was added prior to 
the enZyme solution. 

[0097] The reaction miXtures Were kept for 20 minutes in 
the Water bath, Whereupon they Were ?ltered through What 
man®42 paper ?lters. 

[0098] Primary amino groups Were determined by their 
color development With o-phthaldialdehyde (OPA). 

[0099] Disodium tetraborate decahydrate (7.62 g) and 
sodium dodecylsulfate (2.0 g) Was dissolved in 150 ml of 
Water. OPA (160 mg) dissolved in 4 ml of methanol Was then 
added together With 400 microliters of beta-mercaptoetha 
nol, Whereafter the solution Was made up to 200 ml With 
Water. 

[0100] To the OPA reagent (3 ml) Was added 40 pl of the 
above-mentioned ?ltrates With miXing. The optical density 
(OD) at 340 nm Was measured after about 5 minutes. 

[0101] The OPA test Was also performed With a serine 
standard containing 10 mg of serine in 100 ml of Britton 
Robinson buffer (pH 9.5). The buffer Was used as a blank. 

[0102] The protease activity Was calculated from the opti 
cal density measurements by means of the folloWing for 
mula: 

CPU/g of enzyme preparation=CPU/ml: b 

[0103] Wherein ODt, ODb, ODser and ODB are the optical 
density of the test solution, blank, serine standard, and 
buffer, respectively, CSer is the concentration of serine in 
mg/ml in the standard, MWser is the molecular Weight of 
serine, Q is the dilution factor (in this instance equal to 8) for 
the enZyme solution, and ti is the incubation time in minutes. 

[0104] In the folloWing Table V, results from the above 
assay are shoWn relative to the parent enZyme. 

Assay for Washability 

[0105] Test cloths (7 cm><7 cm, approximately 1 g) Were 
produced by passing desiZed cotton (100% cotton, DS 71) 
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Cloth through the vessel in a Mathis Washing and Drying 
Unit type TH (Werner Mathis AG, Zurich, SWitZerland) 
containing spinach juice (produced from fresh spinach) and 
then through the pressure roll of the machine in order to 
remove eXcess spinach juice. 

[0106] Finally the cloth Was dried in a strong air stream at 
room temperature, stored at room temperature for 3 Weeks, 
and subsequently kept at -18° C. prior to use. 

[0107] The tests Were performed in a Terg-O-tometer test 
Washing machine (described in Jay C. Harris “Detergency 
Evaluation and Testing”, Interscience Publishers Ltd., 1954, 
p.60-61) isothermally for 10 minutes at 100 rpm. As deter 
gent the folloWing standard poWder detergent Was used: 

Nansa S 80 0.40 g/l 
AE, Berol 0 65 0.15 g/l 
Soap 0.15 g/l 
STPP 1.75 g/l 
Sodium silicate 0.40 g/l 
CMC 0.05 g/l 
EDTA 0.01 g/l 
Na2SO4 2.10 g/l 
Perborate 1.00 g/l 
TAED 0.10 g/l 

[0108] TAED=N,N,N‘,N“-tetraacetyl-ethylene diamine; 
pH Was adjusted With 4 N NAOH to 9.5. The Water used Was 

ca. 90 GH (German Hardness). 

[0109] Tests Were performed at enZyme concentrations of: 
0, 0.05 CPU/ 1, and 0.1 CPU/1, and tWo independent sets of 
tests Were performed for each of the mutants. 

[0110] Eight cloths Were used for each testing using one 
beaker (800 ml) of detergent. Of the cloths, four Were clean 
and four Were stained With spinach juice. Subsequent to the 
Washing the cloths Were ?ushed in running Water for 25 
minutes in a bucket. 

[0111] The cloths Were then air dryed overnight (protected 
against day light) and the remission, R, determined on a 
E1REPHO 2000 spectrophotometer from Datacolor S.A., 
Dietkikon, SWitZerland at 460 nm. 

[0112] As a measure of the Washing ability differential 
remission, Delta R, Was used, Delta R being equal to the 
remission after Wash With enZyme added minus the remis 
sion after Wash With no enZyme added. 

Assay for Thermostability 

[0113] The same procedure as above for Washability Was 
used for estimating the thermostability of the mutants pro 
duced, by performing the test at temperatures of 40° C. and 
60° C., respectively. 

Results 

Cloning of the Subtilisin 309 and 147 Genes 

[0114] Chromosomal DNA from the “309” strain Was 
isolated by treating a cell suspension With LysoZyme for 30 
minutes at 37° C., and then With SDS for 5 minutes at 60° 
C. Subsequently, the suspension Was extracted With phe 
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nolchloroform (50:50), precipitated With ethanol, and the 
precipitate redissolved in TE. This solution Was treated With 
RNase for I hour at 37° C. 

[0115] Approximately 30 micrograms of the chromosomal 
DNA Was partially digested With restriction enZyme Sau 3A 
(NeW England Biolabs) and fragments from about 1.5 kb to 
about 6.5 kb Were isolated on DEAE cellulose paper from a 

1% agarose gel (the subtilisin gene in other species is 
approximately 1.2 kb in length). 

The plates also contained 1% skim milk so the protease 
producing transformants could be detected by the clear halo 
Where the skim milk had been degraded. 

[0118] Protease expressing clones Were produced at a 
frequency of 10'“. TWo clones Were found that harbored 
plasmids carrying the gene for subtilisin 309, pSX86 and 
pSX88. The gene Was then sequenced using the method of 
Maxam and Gilbert. The deduced nucleotide sequence of 
subtilisin 309 is presented in Table II. 

TABLE II 

THE SUBTILISIN 309 GENE 

Signal 
ATGAAGAAACCG 

1 
AGTTCATCGATC 

GAGCAGGAAGCT 

CTCTCTGAGGAA 

TTATCCGTTGAG 

TATATTGAAGAG 

CGTGTGCAAGCC 

GTCCTCGATACA 

GTACCAGGGGAA 

ATTGCTGCTTTA 

GCTGTTAAAGTA 

GAATGGGCAGGG 

AGTGCCACACTT 

GCATCTGGGAAT 

GCAGTCGGAGCT 

CTTGACATTGTC 

AGCTTAAACGGT 

CAAAAGAACCCA 

AGCTTAGGAAGC 

Stop 

TAA 

1141 

TTGGGGAAAATT GTCGCAAGCACC GCACTACTCATT TCTGTTGCTTTT 

PRO 

GCATCGGCTGCT GAAGAAGCAAAA GAAAAATATTTA ATTGGCTTTAAT 

82 
GTCAGTGAGTTT GTAGAACAAGTA GAGGCAAATGAC GAGGTCGCCATT 

GAGGAAGTCGAA ATTGAATTGCTT CATGAATTTGAA ACGATTCCTGTT 

TTAAGCCCAGAA GATGTGGACGCG CTTGAACTCGAT CCAGCGATTTCT 

Mature 

GATGCAGAAGTA 

CCAGCTGCCCAT 

GGTATTTCCACT 

CCATCCACTCAA 

AACAATTCGATT 

TTAGGGGCGAGC 

AACAATGGCATG 

GAGCAAGCTGTT 

TCAGGTGCAGGC 

ACTGACCAAAAC 

GCACCAGGTGTA 

ClaI 
ACATCGATGGCT 

TCTTGGTCCAAT 

ACGAACTTGTAT 

ACGACAATGGCG 

334 

AACCGTGGATTG 

CATCCAGACTTA 

GATGGGAATGGG 

GGCGTTCTTGGC 

GGTTCAGGTTCG 

CACGTTGCTAAT 

AATAGCGCGACT 

TCAATCAGCTAT 

AACAACCGCGCC 

AACGTGCAGAGC 

ACTCCTCATGTT 

GTACAAATCCGC 

GGAAGCGGACTT 

CAATCAGTGCCA 

ACAGGTTCTGGT 

AATATTCGTGGT 

CATGGCACGCAT 

GTAGCGCCGAGC 

GTCAGCTCGATT 

TTGAGTTTAGGA 

XbaI 
TCTAGAGGCGTT 

CCGGCCCGTTAT 

AGCTTTTCACAG 

ACATACCCAGGT 

GCAGGTGCAGCA 

AATCATCTAAAG 

GTCAATGCAGAA 

TGGGGAATTAGC 

GTAAAAGTTGCT 

GGCGCTAGCTTT 

GTGGCCGGGACG 

GCGGAACTATAC 

GCCCAAGGATTG 

AGCCCTTCGCCA 

CTTGTTGTAGCG 

GCGAACGCAATG 

TATGGCGCAGGG 

TCAACGTATGCC 

GCCCTTGTTAAA 

AATACGGCAACG 

GCGGCAACACGC 

[0116] As outlined in FIG. 1 the fragments Were annealed 
and ligated to BamHI cut plasmid pSX50 (described in US. 
patent application Ser. No. 039,298 ?led Apr. 17, 1987, is 
Which is hereby included for reference). The plasmids Were 
then transformed into competent B. subtilis DN 497. 

[0117] The cells Were then spread on LB agar plates With 
10 mM phosphate pH 7, 6 micrograms/ml chloramphenicol, 
and 0.2% xylose to induce the xyn-promoter in the plasmid. 

[0119] The same procedure as above Was used for the 
cloning of the subtilisin 147 gene except that the DNA 
fragments Were ligated into the plasmid pSXS6 (also 
described in US. application Ser. No. 039,298 supra), Which 
as indicated in FIG. 2 instead of the xyn promoter harbors 
the xyl promoter. One clone Was found harboring a plasmid, 
pSX94, carrying the gene for subtilisin 147. The sequence 
for this gene is shoWn in Table III beloW. 
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TABLE I I I 

11 

THE SUBTILISIN l4 7 GENE 

Signal 
ATGAGACAAAGT 

l 

CCAGCAGCAGCA 

TCTGCTCAGAGT 

CCAGTCATTCAT 

GTAAAAGCCATC 

TCATTCATTAAT 

GCTGTCCTTGAT 

TTTATTTCAAGC 

ACAATCGCTGCG 

TACGCTCTCAAA 

ATCGAATGGGCA 

GGTTCTAGCACG 

GGGGCAGCAGGT 

ATGGCGGTTGCA 

GAAATTGAAATT 

GTATCGCTTTCT 

AAGAGCAGATAT 

ACGTATCTAGGT 

Stop 
CAATAA 

1084 

CTAAAAGTTATG 

Pro 

GGCGGGGAGAAA 

73 

GTCGAAGAAAGT 

GCAGAACTAACT 

GAAGAGAATGCA 

ACGCAGCAAGCG 

ACAGGAATTGCT 

GAGCCTTCCTAT 

TTAAACAATTCA 

GTTCTTGATCGG 

ATTAACAACAAC 

TTAGAGTTAGCT 

AATACGGGTAGA 

GCAGTTGATCAA 

TCTGCACCTGGT 

GGAACATCTATG 

CCTAGCTATACG 

TCTCCTAGCCTT 

GTTTTGTCAACA 

AAGGAATATTTG 

TATGATGTGGAC 

AAAAAAGAATTG 

GAAGTAACCATC 

CACAACCGCGGT 

TCACACCCAGAC 

CATGACAATAAC 

ATCGGTGTGCTT 

AATGGAAGTGGT 

ATGCACATTATT 

GTCAACCGAGCA 

CAAGGAGTTAAC 

AATGGTCAACGC 

GTCAACGTAAAC 

GCAACACCACAC 

AACAACCAAATT 

TATGGCAATGGA 

GTGGCATTGCTT 

ATTGTCGTCGAA 

GTCATCCATGAA 

AAAAAATTAAAG 

Mature 

AGTCAAACGGTT 

280 

ATTTTTGGTAAC 

TTACGAATTGCA 

GGACACGGAACT 

GGTGTACGACCA 

TCGCTTGCTTCT 

AATATGAGCCTT 

AACAATGCTGGT 

TATCCTGCTAGA 

GCAAGCTTCTCT 

AGCACGTACACA 

GTTGCTGGAGTT 

CGCCAGCGTATT 

TTAGTACATGCT 

TTCATGGCAAAC 

CCTGAAGAAGTT 

TTTGAAGAGATT 

AAAGATCCGAAC 

CCTTGGGGAATT 

GGTGCTCGAGTC 

GGGGGAGCGAGC 

CACGTGGCTGGT 

TCGGCTGACTTG 

GTAGCTCAAGGA 

GGAAGCACGAGT 

ATTCTCTTAGTA 

TACTCTGGTGTT 

ACGTATGGCCCA 

GGCAATCGTTAC 

GCTGCACTTGTG 

AATCAAACAGCA 

GGACGTGCAACA 
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Generation of Site-Speci?c Mutations of the 
Subtilisin 309 Gene 

[0120] Site speci?c mutations Were performed by the 
method of Morinaga et al. (Biotechnology, supra). The 
following oligonucleotides Were used for introducing the 
mutations: 

[0121] a) Gly-195-Glu: 

[0122] A 27-mer mismatch primer, Nor-237, Which also 
generates a novel SacI restriction site 

5 ' CACAGTATGGGCGCAGGGCTTGACATTGTCGCACCAGG 3 ' 

NOR-237 
5 ' GTATGGCGCAGAGCTCGACATTTGTCGC 3' 

SacI 

[0123] b) Gly-195-Asp: 
[0124] A 23-mer mismatch primer, NOR-323, Which also 
generates a novel BglII site 

AT 

5 ' CACAGTATGGGCGCAGGGCTTGACATTGTC 3' 

3 ' CATACCGCGTCTAGAACTGTAAC 5' 

BglII 

[0125] c) Met-222-Cys: 
[0126] A 24-mer mismatch primer, NOR-236 

ClaI 
5 ' AGCTTAAACGGTACATCGATGGCTACTCCTCATGTT 3 ' 

NOR-236 5 ' ACGGTACATCGTGCGCTACTCCTC 3 ' 
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[0127] d) Met-222-Ala: 
[0128] A 22-mer mismatch primer, NOR-235 

ClaI 
5 ' AGCTTAAACGGTACATCGATGGCTACTCCTCATGTT 3 ' 

NOR-235 5 ' CGGTACATCGGCGGCTACTCCT 3 ' 

[0129] Both of these primers destroy the unique ClaI site. 

[0130] e) Ser-153-Ala: 

[0131] An 18-mer mismatch primer, NOR-324, Which also 
generates a novel PvuII site 

G 

5 ' CTTGTAGCGGCATCTGGGAATTCAGGT 3 ' 

NOR-324 3 ' CATCGCCGTCGACCCTTA 5 ' 

PvuII 

[0132] f) Asn-218-Ser: 

[0133] A 23-mer mismatch primer, NOR-325, Which also 
generates a novel MspI site 

TC 

5 ' TATGCCAGCTTAAACGGTACATCGATG 3 ' 

NOR-324 3' TACGGTCGAATAGGCCATGTAGC 5 ' 

MspI 

[0134] 9) Thr-71-Asp: 
[0135] A 23-mer mismatch primer, NOR-483, 

GAC 

5 ' TGTGGCCCGGGACGATTGCTGCTT 3 ' 

NOR-483 3 ' ACACCGGCCCCCTGTAACGACGAA 5 ' 

[0136] h) Met-222-Cys and Gly-219-Cys: 

[0137] A 32-mer mismatch, NOR-484, 

T TGT 

5 ' CAGCTTAAACGGTACATCGATGGCTACTCCTC 3 ' 

219 222 
NOR-484 3 ' GTCGAATTTGACATGTAGCACACGATGAGGAG 5 ' 

[0138] 
Cys: 

i+j) Gly-195-Glu and Met-222-Ala or Met-222 

[0139] For these double mutants combinations of NOR 
237 and NOR-235 or NOR-236 Were performed by joining 
the single mutant DNA-fragments. 

[0140] k) Ser-153-Ala and Asn-218-Ser: 

[0141] A combination of NOR-324 and NOR-325 Was 
performed in analogy With the above. 

[0142] Gapped duplex mutagenesis Was performed using 
the plasmid pSX93 as template. pSX93 is shoWn in FIGS. 
3A and 3B, and is pUC13 (Vieira, J. and Messing, J., 1982, 
Gene 19: 259-268) harboring an 0.7 kb XbaI-HindIII frag 
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ment of the subtilisin 309 gene including the terminator 
inserted in the polylinker. The terminator and the HindIII 
site are not shoWn in Table II. 

[0143] For the introduction of mutations in the N-terminal 
part of the enZyme the plasmid pSX119 Was used. pSX119 
is pUC13 harboring an EcoRI-XbaI fragment of the subtili 
sin 309 gene inserted into the polylinker. The templates 
pSX93 and pSX119 thus cover the Whole of the subtilisin 
309 gene. 

[0144] The mutations a), b), and e) Were performed by 
cutting pSX93 With XbaI and ClaI as indicated in FIG. 3A; 
c), d), f), and h) Were performed by cutting pSX93 With XbaI 
and HindIII as indicated in FIG. 3B. 

[0145] Mutation g) Was performed correspondingly in 
pSX119 by cutting With EcoRI and XbaI. 

[0146] The double mutants i) and Were produced by 
cutting the 0.7 kb Xba-HindIII fragment from a) partially 
With HgiAI (HgiAI also cuts in SacI, Which Was introduced 
by the mutation). This 180 bp XbaI-HgiAI fragment and the 
0.5 kb HgiAI fragment from the c) and d) mutants, respec 
tively, Were ligated to the large HindIII-XbaI fragment from 
pSX93. 

[0147] The double mutant k) Was produced as above by 
combining mutants e) and 

[0148] Subsequent to annealing, ?lling and ligation the 
mixture Was used to transform E. coli MC 1000 r_m+. 
Mutants among the transformants Were screened for by 
colony hybridiZation as described in Vlasuk et al., 1983, J. 
Biol. Chem., 258:7141-7148 and in Vlasuk, G. P. and 
Inouye, S., p. 292-303 in ‘Experimental Manipulation of 
Gene Expression’ Inouye, M. (ed.) Academic Press, NeW 
York. The mutations Were con?rmed by DNA sequencing. 

Expression of Mutant Subtilisins 

[0149] Subsequent to a sequence con?rmation of the cor 
rect mutation the mutated DNA fragments Were inserted into 
plasmid pSX92, Which Was used for producing the mutants. 

[0150] Plasmid pSX92 is shoWn in FIG. 4 and Was 
produced by cloning the subtilisin 309 gene into plasmid 
pSX62 cut at ClaI, ?lled in With the KlenoW fragment of 
DNA polymerase I, and cut With HindIII prior to the 
insertion of the fragments DraI-NheI and NheI-HindIII from 
the cloned subtilisin 309 gene. 

[0151] To express the mutants the mutated fragments 
(XbaI-ClaI, XbaI-HindIII, or EcoRI-XbaI) Were excised 
from the appropriate mutation plasmid pSX93 or pSX119, 
respectively, and inserted into pSX92. 

[0152] The mutated pSX92 Was then used to transform B. 
subtilis strain DN497, Which Was then groWn in the same 
medium and under the same conditions as used for the 
cloning of the parent gene. 

[0153] After appropriate groWth the mutated enZymes 
Were recovered and puri?ed. 

Oxidation Stability of Mutant Subtilisins 

[0154] The mutants a) and d) Were tested for their oxida 
tion stability in 0.01 M peracetic acid after 20 minutes at 50° 
C. and pH 7. The parent strain NCIB 10309 protease Was 
used as reference. 
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[0155] The results are indicated in Table IV below, Which 
presents the residual proteolytic activity in the heat treated 
samples relative to samples untreated by oxidant or heat. 

TABLE IV 

Oxidation Stability Towards Peracetic Acid 

Residual Activity after 20 min. at 50° C. 

Enzyme Without oxidant With oxidant 

Subtilisin 309 89% 48% 
mutant a 83% 45% 
mutant d 92% 93% 

[0156] It is concluded that mutant d (Met 222 to Ala) 
exhibits superior oxidation stability realtive to the parent 
enZyme and mutant a. 

[0157] All the mutants except g) and h) have also been 
tested qualitatively in 100-500 ppm hypochlorite at room 
temperature and 350° C., pH 6.5 and 9.0, for from 15 
minutes to 2 hours. 

[0158] These tests shoWed that mutants c), d), i), and (all 
Met-222) could resist 3-5 times more hypochlorite than the 
other mutants. 

[0159] When tested in a liquid detergent of the usual built 
type it Was found that mutant f) exhibited superior stability 
compared to both the other mutants and the “parent” 
enzyme. 

Proteolytic Activity Of Mutant Subtilisins 

[0160] The proteolytic activity of various mutants Was 
tested against casein as protein substrate, according to 
methods detailed supra. The results are presented in Table V. 

[0161] From the table it is seen that mutant a) exhibits 
enhanced activity compared to the parent. It is also seen that 
the Met-222 mutants have loWer activity than the parent, but 
due to their improved oxidation stability their application in 
detergent compositions containing oxidants is not precluded. 

TABLE V 

Proteolytic Activity of Mutant Subtilisins 

Mutant Relative Activity 

None 100 

a) 120 
b) 100 
c) 30 
d) 20 
e) 100 
f) 100 
1) 20 
1) 30 

Washability of Mutant Subtilisins 

[0162] The Washability of various mutants Was tested 
against spinach juice according to methods detailed supra. 
The results are presented in Table VI. 

[0163] From the table it is seen that all of the tested 
mutants exhibited an improved Washing ability compared to 
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the parent enZyme, and that mutants c), d), i), and are 
markedly superior. 

TABLE VI 

Washability of Mutant 

Delta R 
Mutant Concentration (CPU/l) 

0.05 0.1 
none 14.4 20.4 

a) 18.8 21.5 
b) 16.9 19.7 
c) 21.8 23.8 
d 22.2 23.4 
e) 15.4 21.8 
1) 16.6 19.3 
1) 21.6 22.1 
j) 20.6 22.6 

95% con?dence interval: +/— 0.9 

Thermostability Of Mutant Subtilisins 

[0164] The thermostability of mutant f) Was tested against 
the Wild type enZyme by using the Washability test at 400° 
C. and 600° C., respectively. The results are shoWn in Table 
VII. 

[0165] From the table it is seen that mutant f) at 600° C. 
shoWs a much improved Washability compared to the Wild 
type enZyme, Whereas at 400° C. the Washability of mutant 
f) is only slightly better than the Wild type enZyme. 

TABLE VII 

Washability at Different Temperatures 

Delta R 
Mutant Concentration (CPU/l) 

0.05 0.1 
none (40° C.) 14.4 20.4 
1) (40° c.) 16.6 19.3 
none (60° C.) 15.1 24.9 
1) (60° c.) 30.4 31.3 

95% con?dence interval +/— 0.9 (40° C.) and +/— 0.7 (60° C.) 

Discussion 

[0166] Subtilisin genes Were cloned from the 147 and 309 
variants of the bacterium Bacillus lentus, and the cloned 
genes Were sequenced. By comparing the deduced amino 
acid sequences of subtilisins 147 and 309 one With the other 

and With sequences of other subtilisins, sites Which, upon 
mutation, might alter the physical properties of the parent 
enZyme Were identi?ed. Site-directed mutagenesis Was used 
to generate mutations at several of these sites in the subtilisin 
309 gene. The resulting mutant enZymes Were then 
expressed in a Bacillus strain, and tested against various 
physical and chemical parameters. Several of the mutants 
Were shoWn to have improved stability to oxidation, 
increased proteolytic ability, or improved Washability When 
compared With subtilisin 309. These mutants exhibit prop 
erties desirable in enZymes comprised in detergent compo 
sitions. 




