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ABSTRACT (57) (54) FRONT AND REAR FIREARM SIGHTS 

The front and rear sights for shotguns Which are the object 
76 - ( ) Inventor' Ira Kay’ Warrenton’ VA (Us) of the present invention provide the use of M16/M4 style 

sights Within sight bases Which can be affixed to the receiver Correspondence Address: 
and barrel of a shotgun. An enhanced level of precision as Shlesinger, Arkwright & Garvey LLP 

3000 South Eads Street Well as familiarity is imparted to shotguns Which employ 
sights of the con?guration described Within the present 
invention. The addition of a M-1913 style rail base to the 
rear sight assembly brings the added bene?t of the ability to 
add an additional sighting collimator to the rear sight 
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Jam 31, 2002 assembly in terms of a re?ex, or refractory optical sight 
Which conveys the bene?t of a co-Witnessed sight alignment. 

Publication Classi?cation The use of M16/M4 style sights Which have proved the test 
of time in military deployments from the 1960’s until the 

.. F41G 1/00 present time bring an operationally sound modality to shot 
42/133 guns that are tactically employed. 
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FRONT AND REAR FIREARM SIGHTS 

BACKGROUND—FIELD OF INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to ?rearm sights, and shot 
guns in particular, Whereby M4/M16 style sights can be 
utilized in conjunction With With an integral mounting rail. 

BACKGROUND—DESCRIPTION OF PRIOR 
ART 

[0002] Traditionally shotguns have been employed for 
Wing shooting activities due to the pattern of projectiles that 
they produce Which increase probability of hit upon moving 
aerial targets. With current laW enforcement practice 
employing shotguns for applications Where previously car 
bines Would have been utiliZed, there is a cross-over use for 
a shotgun Where it noW is used in a manner similar to a 
carbine or ri?e. With the demands for precision ri?e style of 
?re as opposed to an area of ?re, the need for precision 
tactical sights that perform similarly to those on a ri?e or 
carbine is of paramount importance. Conventional shotgun 
sights are very rudimentary and predicated on a perfect 
mount of the ?rearm to the shooter so that they become 
unitary; and the shot pattern is Where the shooter looks. Such 
sights Which are largely bead sights mounted on the end of 
the barrel do not lend themselves to laW enforcement or 
military use. 

[0003] US. Pat. No. 5,966,825 to Paul Biemont (Oct. 19, 
1999) discloses front sight for an assault ri?e of the M16 
variety. It is an A-shaped sight With a knob that is housed to 
rotate freely in a cross-member Which then turns a threaded 
front sight post. It has tWo collars at the bottom of its limbs 
for ?xing on a gun barrel. 

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES 

[0004] Accordingly, several objects and advantages of my 
invention are to provide the use of an M16/M4 style sighting 
system for ?rearms, and shotguns in particular. 

[0005] Another object of the invention is to provide a rear 
sight base that can utiliZe components from an M16 A2 style 
rear sight With the addition of a M-1913 “picatinny” style 
rail for the mounting of other sighting elements inline With 
the aperture style sights of the A2 sight components. 

[0006] Afurther object of the invention is to provide a rear 
sight base that can utiliZe components from an M16 A1 style 
rear sight With the addition of a M-1913 “picatinny” style 
sight rail for the mounting of other sighting elements inline 
With the aperture style sights of the A1 sight components. 

[0007] Another object of the invention is to provide a front 
sight base that can utiliZe components from an M16 A2 style 
front sight, and variants thereof. 

[0008] A still further object of the invention is to provide 
a front sight base that can utiliZe components from an M16 
A1 style front sight, and variants thereof. 

[0009] Yet another object of the invention is to alloW the 
use of an M16 A2 or A1 rear sight aperture With the use of 
an M16 A2 or A1 front sight post With the addition of a 
M-1913 “picatinny” style rail interposed so that auxilliary 
sighting components can be installed inline With the iron 
sight picture. 
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[0010] Still further objects and advantages Will become 
apparent from a consideration of the ensuing description and 
accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of my invention 
assembled to a shotgun. 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the rear sight base and elevation adjustment 
knob of the present invention. 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the rear sight base of the 
preferred embodiment of my invention. 

[0014] FIG. 4 is a front perspective of the rear sight base 
of the preferred embodiment of my invention. 

[0015] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the front sight base 
and mounting pad of the preferred embodiment of my 
invention. 

[0016] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional side vieW of the front 
sight base of the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the rear sight base With M16 A2 style sight 
components installed. 

[0018] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional side vieW of the rear 
sight base of my invention With sight components and the 
fasteners and doWel pin used to af?x it to a shotgun. 

[0019] FIG. 9 is a bottom perspective vieW of the front 
sight base of my invention With M16 A2 style sight com 
ponents installed. 

[0020] FIG. 10 is a partial perspective vieW of a shotgun 
barrel With mounting pad af?xed and the front sight base of 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0021] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of the rear sight base 
of the present invention approximated to the top surface of 
shotgun receiver. 

[0022] FIG. 12 is a a cross-sectional side vieW of the rear 
sight base of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention approximated to a shotgun receiver. 

[0023] FIG. 13 is a is a perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the rear sight base of the present invention 
Which utiliZes M16 A2 style Windage components. 

[0024] FIG. 14 is a perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention With M16 A1 style 
sight components installed. 

[0025] FIG. 15 is a perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention to house M16 A1 style 
sight components. 

REFERENCE NUMERALS 

[0026] 
[0027] 
[0028] 
[0029] 
[0030] 
[0031] 

10 rear sight base 

10A rear sight base 

10B rear sight base 

12 rear sight elevation drum 

14 rear sight assembly 

16 front sight assembly 
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[0032] 
[0033] 
[0034] 
[0035] 
[0036] 
[0037] 
[0038] 
[0039] 
[0040] 
[0041] 
[0042] 
[0043] 
[0044] 
[0045] 
[0046] 
[0047] 
[0048] 
[0049] 
[0050] 
[0051] 
[0052] 
[0053] 
[0054] 
[0055] 
[0056] 
[0057] 
[0058] 
[0059] 
[0060] 
[0061] 
[0062] 
[0063] 
[0064] 
[0065] 
[0066] 
[0067] 
[0068] 
[0069] 
[0070] 
[0071] 
[0072] 
[0073] 
[0074] 

18 shotgun 

20 elevation drurn indexing bore 

22 threaded bore 

24 through WindoW 

26 through bore 

28 rail dovetail pro?le 

30 front sight base 

32 rnounting pad 

34 shotgun barrel 

36 threaded front sight post 

38 front sight detent 

40 front sight detent spring 

42 rnounting pad cavity 

44 front retention pin bore 

46 rear retention pin bore 

48 crosscut 

48A crosscut 

50 threaded fastener 

50A threaded fastener 

50B threaded fastener 

50C threaded fastener 

52 front 

52A front 

54 shotgun receiver 

56 doWel pin 

58 blind recoil shoulder hole 

60 recoil shoulder doWel hole 

62 threaded rear sight housing 

64 rear sight Windage screW 

64A rear sight Windage screW 

66 selectable rear sight aperture 

66A selectable rear sight aperture 

68 threaded auXilliary hole 

68A threaded auXilliary hole 

70 threaded receptacle 

70A threaded receptacle 

70B threaded receptacle 

70C threaded receptacle 

72 base bore 

74 Windage adjustrnent knob 

76 front cross-drilled hole 

78 rear cross-drilled hole 
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[0075] 82 protective Wing 

[0076] 82A protective Wing 

[0077] 82B protective Wing 

[0078] 82C protective Wing 

[0079] 84 interrupted transverse rib 

[0080] 86 bottom contour 

[0081] 88 front sight guard 

[0082] 88A front sight guard 

[0083] 90 transverse rib 

[0084] 92 Windage adjustrnent Wheel 

[0085] 94 counterbored clearance hole 

[0086] 94A counterbored clearance hole 

[0087] 94B counterbored clearance hole 

[0088] 94C counterbored clearance hole 

[0089] 94D counterbored clearance hole 

[0090] 94E counterbored clearance hole 

[0091] 94F counterbored clearance hole 

[0092] 96 through hole 

[0093] 96A through hole 

[0094] 96B through hole 

[0095] 96C through hole 

[0096] 98 rear sight Windage screW hole 

[0097] 100 Windage detent cavities 

[0098] 102 detent through hole 

[0099] 104 detent blind hole 

SUMMARY 

[0100] Front and rear sights for shotguns that provide the 
ability to utiliZe M16/M4 style sights Within sight bases 
Which can be af?Xed to the receiver and barrel of a shotgun. 
This sighting systern brings and enhanced level of precision 
to a shotgun employing the modality of the present inven 
tion. Additionally the addition of an M-1913 style rail base 
to the rear sight assernbly brings the added bene?t of the 
ability to use an additional sighting collirnator Which con 
veys the bene?t of a co-Witnessed sight alignment. The use 
of M16/M4 style sights have proved their ruggedness and 
utility in military deployrnents since the ‘60’s. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT—DESCRIPTION 

[0101] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW Which shoWs the front 
and rear sights of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention Which includes a rear sight assembly 14, and a 
front sight assembly 16, mounted to a shotgun 18. FIG. 2 
shoWs a rear sight base 10, and a rear sight elevation drurn 
12, in a prespective vieW. ShoWn is the rear sight base 10 
Which has protective Wing 82, and protective Wing 82A, and 
extending from a front 52 surface a M-1913 style rail Which 
eXtends toWards the protective Wings 82, and 82A of the rear 
sight base 10. ShoWn a interrupted transverse rib 84. Said 
rear sight base 10 contains a plurality of interrupted trans 
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verse ribs 84, spaced from front to back according to 
M-1913 speci?cation, and commonly referred to as a “Pica 
tinny Rail”. Said interrupted transverse ribs 84 are separated 
by a crosscut(s) 48. FIG. 2 shoWs elevation drum indexing 
bore 20 Which are coaxially aligned around the threaded 
bore 22 of the rear sight elevation drum 12. ShoWn in FIG. 
2 are through hole 96, and through hole 96A, Which alloW 
fasteners to attach directly to the top surface of a shotgun 
receiver. Also shoWn is through bore 26 for threaded rear 
sight housing 62 Which is shoWn in FIG. 8. FIG. 3 is a side 
vieW of the rear sight base of the preferred embodiment of 
the present invention Which shoWs a through WindoW 24 for 
the rear sight elevation drum 12. ShoWn in side vieW is a 
bottom contour 86 Which corresponds to the top surface of 
a shotgun receiver 54 Which is shoWn in FIG. 11, With said 
bottom contour 86 approximated to the top surface of said 
shotgun receiver 54. FIG. 4 is a front perspective of the rear 
sight base 10 of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, and shoWs a rail dovetail pro?le 28, consistent 
With the dimensions speci?ed in military speci?cation, 
M-1913. 

[0102] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention that shoWs a front sight 
base 30, and a mounting pad 32, that serves for the interface 
betWeen the front sight base 30 and a shotgun barrel 34, 
Which is shoWn af?xed in a partial perspective vieW in FIG. 
10. Additonally shoWn is front sight guards 88, and 88A 
Which are lateral to a threaded front sight post 36 Which is 
shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 10. The bottom surface of said front 
sight base 30 is contoured to approximate the contour of to 
the shotgun barrel 34 (FIG. 10) to Which it is af?xed. FIG. 
6 shoWs a cross-sectional side vieW of the front sight 
assembly 16, Which includes the front sight base 30, a 
threaded front sight post 36, a front sight detent 38, and a 
front sight detent spring 40. ShoWn is a ?uted ?ange 80 of 
the threaded front sight post 36. Additonally shoWn is a 
mounting pad cavity 42 Within front sight base 30, front 
retention pin bore 44, and rear retention pin bore 46. FIGS. 
5 and 10 shoW the mounting pad 32 front cross-drilled hole 
76, and a rear cross-drilled hole 78. 

[0103] FIG. 7 is a front perspective vieW of rear sight 
assembly 14 Which shoWs the rear sight base 10 and a 
crosscut 48 Which is repeated according to military speci 
?cation, M-1913, from front 52 to rear, of rear sight base 10. 
Also shoWn is Windage adjustment knob 74, rear sight 
elevation drum 12, and selectable rear sight aperture 66. 
FIG. 8 shoWs a cross-sectional side vieW of rear sight 
assembly 14 and threaded fastener 50, threaded fastener 
50A, threaded fastener 50B, and threaded fastener 50C, 
Which secure rear sight base 10 to a shotgun receiver 54, as 
vieWed in FIG. 12. FIG. 8 shoWs counterbored clearance 
hole 94, counterbored clearance hole 94A, counterbored 
clearance hole 94B, and counterbored clearance hole 94C, 
for the threaded fasteners that secure rear sight base 10, to 
shotgun receiver 54. Additionally shoWn in FIG. 8 is a 
doWel pin 56, Which serves the function of a recoil shoulder, 
as it is inserted Within blind recoil shoulder hole 58 of rear 
sight base 10, and into a recoil shoulder doWel hole 60 
Within a shotgun receiver 54 in FIG. 12. FIG. 8 additionally 
shoWs a threaded rear sight housing 62, a rear sight Windage 
screW 64, and a selectable rear sight aperture 66 Which is the 
style of aperture used on an M4 or M16 style of ?rearm. Also 
visible in FIG. 8 is the rear sight base 10, and the rear sight 
elevation drum 12. FIG. 9 is a bottom perspective of the 
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front sight base 30, and shoWs the mounting pad cavity 42 
in bottom surface of front sight base 30. FIG. 10 is a partial 
perspecive veiW of a shotgun barrel 34 With the mounting 
pad 32 af?xed, and the front sight base 30 of the preferred 
embodiment of my invention. FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW 
of the rear sight base of the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention approximated to the top surface of shotgun 
receiver 54. FIG. 12 shoWs a cross-sectional side vieW of 
rear sight base 10 approximated to shotgun receiver 54. 
ShoWn Within shotgun receiver 54 are recoil shoulder doWel 
hole 60, and threaded auxilliary hole 68, and threaded 
auxiallary hole 68A. Additonally threaded receptacle 70, 
threaded receptacle 70A, threaded receptacle 70B, and 
threaded receptacle 70C, are shoWn are points of attachment 
for rear sight base 10 fasteners. Additonally shoWn in FIG. 
12 are through WindoW 24 for rear sight elevation drum 12 
and base bore 72 for threaded rear sight housing 62. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT—OPERATION 

[0104] FIG. 1 shoWs in perspective vieW the front and rear 
shotgun sights of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention Which comprises rear sight assembly 14 and front 
sight assembly 16. FIG. 2 shoWs the rear sight base 10 
Which is designed to receive the standard M16 A-2 rear sight 
components or their equivalents. The rear sight base 10 is 
fastened to a shotgun receiver such as the receiver shoWn in 
FIGS. 11 and 12 in perspective vieW, and in cross-sectional 
side vieW respectively With threaded fastener 50, threaded 
fastener 50A, threaded fastener 50B, threaded fastener 50C 
as shoWn in FIG. 8, Which are threadably secured to 
corresponding threaded receptacle 70, threaded receptacle 
70A, threaded receptacle 70B, and threaded receptacle 70C, 
Within the top surface of the shotgun receiver 54. They are 
located Within counterbored clearance hole 94, counterbored 
clearance hole 94A, counterbored clearance hole 94B, and 
counterbored clearance hole 94C, of rear sight base 10. It is 
utiliZes the doWel pin 56 shoWn in FIG. 8 as a recoil 
shoulder Which is inserted Within blind recoil shoulder hole 
58 Within rear sight base 10, and then assembled Within 
recoil shoulder doWel hole 60 Within shotgun receiver 54 
Which is shoWn in FIG. 12. The rear of said rear sight base 
10 serves to house M4/M16 A2 rear sight style components 
to created an Windage and elevation adjustable rear sight 
assembly 14. The selectable rear sight aperture 66 is thread 
ably inserted upon rear sight Windage screW 64 shoWn in 
cross-section in FIG. 8. The Windage adjustment knob 74 
shoWn in FIG. 7 is fastened With a roll pin (not shoWn) to 
one end of rear sight Windage screW 64, and rotates said 
screW When turned, With the resulting rotation creating 
translational movement of the selectable rear sight aperture 
66 along the threaded body of rear sight Windage screW 64. 
The resulting movement alloWs for Windage adjustment of 
the rear sight aperture relative to the threaded front sight post 
36 Which is shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 10. FIG. 8 illustrates the 
elevation adjustment relationships of the rear sight assembly 
14. Elevation adjustment of said selectable rear sight aper 
ture 66 is accomplished by threaded rear sight housing 62 
Which is threadably inserted Within the threaded bore 22 of 
the rear sight elevation drum 12. Inasmuch as rear sight 
elevation drum 12 is captured Within through WindoW 24 of 
rear sight base 10 threaded rear sight housing 62 moves up 
and doWn as rear sight elevation drum 12 is rotated creating 
elevation adjustment relative to the threaded front sight post 
36 reference that is shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 10. 
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[0105] FIG. 5 shows the front sight base 30 and its 
mounting pad 32 Which is fastened to a shotgun barrel 34 
shoWn in FIG. 10. Front sight assembly 16 is af?Xed to 
mounting pad 32 With pins that are inserted through front 
retention pin bore 44 and rear retention pin bore 46 of front 
sight base 30 and through their corresponding mates front 
cross-drilled hole 76, and rear cross-drilled hole 78, Within 
the mounting pad 32. Said front sight base 30 contains 
M4/M16 A2 style front sight components FIG. 6 shoWs 
threaded front sight post 36 Which is threadably inserted 
Within front sight base 30 to create elevation adjustment as 
it is rotated clockWise and counterclockWise. The front sight 
detent 38 engages a ?uted ?ange 80 of the threaded front 
sight post 36. It is under positive pressure from front sight 
detent spring 40. 

[0106] Elevation adjustment for a shotgun is to provide by 
either utiliZing the rear sight elevation drum 12 to move the 
selectable rear sight aperture 66 up and doWn, or by rotating 
the threaded front sight post 36. Shotgun Windage adjust 
ment is accomplished by rotating Windage adjustment knob 
74 clockWise or clounterclockWise to move selectable rear 

sight aperture 66 left and right across the threaded front sight 
post 36 front reference. The combination of rear sight base 
10, and front sight base 30 With their M4/M16 style com 
ponents mounted to a shotgun 18 provides the sight picture 
familiar to individuals With either military service or eXpe 
rience With military ?rearms, Additionally it provides an 
adjustment system that is equally familiar to many individu 
als. The degree of sighting adjustment available by the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention brings pre 
cision to shotguns Which heretofore have employed sighting 
systems With a limited degree of adjustment. 

[0107] FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, and 12 shoW a M-1913 
style rail Which is integral to rear sight base 10. The utility 
of this con?guration is that optical sighting devices can be 
attached to the standard rail dovetail pro?le 28 With fasten 
ers that are con?gured to utiliZe the crosscuts that are part of 
the M-1913 con?guration. The ability to place a redundant 
sighting system in line With the aperture sighting system 
provided alloWs the utility of co-Witnessing sight alignment 
to verify a sight picture. Additionally the durability provided 
by protective Wings on rear sight assembly 14, and by front 
sight guards on front sight assembly 16 bring a increased 
degree of tactical capability to a shotgun to Which the front 
and rear sights of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention are af?Xed. 

OTHER EMBODIMENTS 

[0108] A1 Rear Sight Rail Base—Description 

[0109] Referring noW to FIGS. 13, 14, and 15 Wherein are 
depicted alternative embodiments of the present invention. 
FIG. 13 shoWs an alternate rear sight base 10A, Which 
provides transverse rib(s) 90, Which are separated by cross 
cut(s) 48A in a plurality from front 52A toWards the back of 
the rear sight base 10A. These transverse rib(s) 90 are 
arranged in pattern consistent With M-1913 and are com 
monly referred to as a “Picatinny Rail”. ShoWn are protec 
tive Wing 82B, and protective Wing 82C, Which are lateral to 
selectable rear sight aperture 66A. Also shoWn is Windage 
adjustment Wheel 92 Which is af?Xed to rear sight Windage 
screW 64A, and threadably inserted Within selectable rear 
sight aperture 66A. Said Windage adjustment Wheel 92 has 
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coaXially arranged detent through hole(s) 102. Said rear 
sight base 10A has a bottom contour that approximates the 
top surface of a shotgun receiver to Which it may be affixed 
in a similar manner to the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. ShoWn are counterbored clearance hole 
94D, counterbored clearance hole 94E, and counterbored 
clearance hole 94F. Additionally shoWn are through hole 
96B, and through hole 96C. ShoWn in FIG. 13 coaXially 
arranged about rear sight Windage screW hole 98 are Wind 
age detent cavities 100 Which permit the use of an A2 style 
Windage adjustment knob 74, as shoWn in FIG. 7. Avariant 
of rear sight base 10A is shoWn in FIG. 15, Which is rear 
sight base 10B. The rear sight base 10B of FIG. 15 has a 
detent blind hole 104, Which permits the use of a detent 
plunger (not shoWn) and a detent spring (not shoWn) to 
utiliZe Windage adjustment Wheel 92, Which is shoWn 
assembled in FIG. 14. The assembly shoWn in FIG. 14 is 
consistent With What is commonly referred to as an M16 A1 
sight. The rear sight base 10A of FIG. 13 provides a hybrid 
arrangement Where an M16 style Windage adjustment knob 
74 is utiliZed to provide Windage adjustment. OtherWise the 
function of the tWo sight bases, rear sight base 10A, and rear 
sight base 10B, are identical. 

[0110] A1 Rear Sight Rail Base—Operation 

[0111] The alternate embodiment of the rear sight base 10 
of the preferred embodiment of the present invention rear 
sight base 10B permits the use of M16 A1 style rear sight 
components as opposed to the M16 A2 variety of the 
preferred embodiment. This rear sight provides only for 
Windage adjustment. This is accomplished by rotating Wind 
age adjustment Wheel 92 Which is ?Xed to rear sight Windage 
screW 64A that is threadably inserted Within selectable rear 
sight aperture 66A, and provides movement of said rear 
sight aperture laterally as the Windage screW is rotated by the 
Windage adjustment Wheel. Detented positions are main 
tained by a detent plunger (not shoWn) Which is located 
Within detent blind hole 104 of rear sight base 10B and is 
under spring pressure (not shoWn). There are coXially 
arranged detent through hole(s) 102 Within A1 Windage 
adjustment Wheel 92 Which alloW for detented positions 
When an M16 A1 Windage adjustment Wheel 92 is used as 
shoWn in FIG. 14. The Windage adjustment Wheel provides 
discreet positions as it has coaXially arranged through 
hole(s) 102 about the center of rotation of rear sight Windage 
screW 64A. 

[0112] If A2 Windage adjustment knob 74 as shoWn in 
FIG. 7 is utiliZed it is With rear sight base 10A Which has 
coaXially arranged Windage detent cavities 100 to accept a 
spring (not shoWn), and a plunger (not shoWn) housed Within 
Windage adjustment knob 74 Which Would operate in a 
fashion that it does on an M16 A2 rear sight assembly and 
on the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0113] The A1 rear sight base creates ?exibility to the 
design of a shotgun sighting systems, and offers the ability 
of component elimination if the range of elevation adjust 
ment offered by the A2 con?guration With elevation adjust 
ment available on the rear sight base is not desired. 

CONCLUSIONS, RAMIFICATIONS, AND 
SCOPE 

[0114] Accordingly, it can be seen that the front and rear 
shotgun sights Which are the object of the present invention 
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afford a great degree of utility and modularity to the con 
?guration options available in the production and utiliZation 
of shotguns, as they take advantage of a vast supply of 
M16/M4 style sight components Which are readily available 
as Well as variants of these standard parts. 

[0115] Combinations of the front sight assembly With 
either the A2 style rear sight assembly or the A1 style With 
standard Windage adjustment Wheel or the modi?ed version 
With an A2 Windage knob offer at least three possible 
variations When mounted to a shotgun. 

[0116] The use of an M16/M4 style sight picture With its 
rear aperture and front post design is familiar to vast 
numbers of shooters Which have military experience or 
familiarity With the current assault ri?es and carbines of the 
US. military. The outcome is that users Will ?nd the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention to be “intui 
tive” in use, and they Will bene?t from a greater level of 
precision in a shotgun sighting system than heretofore 
available. 

[0117] With the proli?c utiliZation of the shotgun modality 
in laW enforcement, and the requirement to knoW the point 
of aim of each round ?red, the front and rear sights of the 
present invention are ideal for laW enforcement use. 

[0118] Within the Us. military the use of the front and 
rear sights Which are the object of the present invention on 
shotguns Would result in vastly reduced time to train soldiers 
in the use of shotguns, as they Would already be familiar 
With the sight picture that my invention affords to them, as 
it is virtually the same sight picture as found on the M16 
since its inception in the 1960’s. 

[0119] Although the description above contains many 
speci?cities, these should not be construed as limiting the 
scope of the invention but as merely providing illustrations 
of some of the presently preferred embodiments of this 
invention. Various other embodiments and rami?cations are 
possible Within it’s scope. For example, 

[0120] The rear sight base can be fashioned to interface 
With various con?gurations of shotgun receiver to Which it 
might be mounted; 

[0121] the rear sight base can be made With and 
Without a central groove doWn its length; 

[0122] the siZe of the front and post and rear aper 
tures can be modi?ed for varying requirements; 

[0123] the front and rear sight bases can be made of 
different materials, and different coatings to re?ect 
the uses that they may be subject to; and 

[0124] the Width and thickness of the protective 
Wings and front sight guards can be altered to 
provide a sight picture for differing requirements. 

[0125] It Will be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
many modi?cations and substitutions can be made to the 
preferred embodiment Wihtout departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. 

[0126] Thus the scope of the invention should be deter 
mined by the appended claims and their legal equivalents, 
rather than by the examples given. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. Afront sight base for a shotgun and a means of securing 

it to said shotgun, the shotgun having a gun barrel, the front 
sight comprising: 

a triangular shaped support Whose legs comprise a vertical 
leg that is perpendicular to a horiZontal leg of said 
triangle; and 

a leg that forms a hypoteneuse betWeen the other tWo; and 

tWo raised side plates at the top of said triangular shaped 
base, separated by a horiZontal ?at surface. 

2. A front sight base as recited in claim 1 further com 
prising: 

a front sight post that is threadably inserted Within said 
front sight base. 

3. A front sight as recited in claim 2 further comprising: 

a detent plunger and a spring. 
4. A front sight base as recited in claim 3 Wherein said 

components are of the style used by the M16/M4 family of 
?rearms. 

5. A rear sight base for a shotgun and a means of securing 
it to said shotgun, the shotgun having a gun barrel, and a 
receiver, the rear sight base comprising: 

a horiZontal member contoured to approximate the top 
surface of a shotgun receiver, With a top surface With 
transverse ribs and cross cuts; and 

an integral boss at the rear terminus of said horiZontal 

member; and 

a horiZontal rectangular shaped WindoW through said 
boss; and 

tWo raised side plates at the front of said boss. 
6. A rear sight base as recited in claim 5 further compris 

ing: 
a vertical bore through said boss. 
7. A rear sight base as recited in claim 6 further compris 

ing: 
a threaded rear sight housing With protective Wings; and 

a rear sight aperture With a transverse threaded boss; and 

a knob for rotating a transverse threaded member Which 
is threadably inserted Within said boss; and 

a detented drum for raising and loWering said rear sight 
housing With protective Wings. 

8. A rear sight base as recited in claim 7 Wherein said 
components are of the style used by the M16/M4 family of 
?rearms. 

9. A shotgun comprising: 

a receiver; and 

a barrel attached to said receiver; and 

a front sight assembly secured to said barrel; the front 
sight assembly including a triangular shaped support 
Whose legs comprise a vertical leg that is perpendicular 
to a horiZontal leg of said triangle, and a leg that forms 
a hypotenuse betWeen the other tWo; tWo raised side 
plates at the top of said triangular shaped base, sepa 
rated by a horiZontal ?at surface, and a front sight post 
that is threadably inserted Within said front sight base, 
and a detent plunger; and a spring; and 
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a rear sight assembly secured to said receiver; the rear 
sight assembly including a rear sight base comprised of 
a horizontal member contoured to approximate the top 
surface of said shotgun receiver, With a top surface With 
transverse ribs and cross cuts, and an integral boss at 
the rear terminus of said horiZontal member, and a 
horiZontal rectangular shaped WindoW through said 
boss; tWo raised side plates at the front of said boss, and 
a vertical through bore through said boss, and a 
threaded rear sight housing With protective Wings, and 
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a rear sight aperture With a transverse threaded boss, a 
knob for rotating a transverse threaded member Which 
is threadably inserted Within said boss, and a detented 
drum for raising and loWering said rear sight housing 
With protective Wings. 

10. A shotgun as recited in claim 9 Wherein said sight 
components for front and rear sight assemblies are of a style 
used by the M16/M4 family of ?rearms. 

* * * * * 


