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(57) ABSTRACT 
Improvements in or relating to Mobile Location Devices and 
Methods A mobile location device comprising geographical 
location means to provide device geographical location 
information and motion detection means to detect motion of 
the device, Wherein the geographical location means is 
arranged to provide device geographical location informa 
tion according to Whether motion of the mobile location 
device is detected by the motion detecting means. 

30 

50 

10 



Patent Application Publication Jul. 17, 2003 US 2003/0134657 A1 

30 

50 

10 
FIGURE 1 



US 2003/0134657 A1 

MOBILE LOCATION DEVICES AND METHODS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to mobile location devices, 
Which make advantageous use of Wireless transmission 
methods to provide device location information. Such loca 
tion information may be the current geographical location of 
the device, and/or location dependent information. The 
mobile location devices may be dedicated location devices, 
but may alternatively provide other functionality, such as the 
ability to make telephone calls or provide user diary ser 
vices, for example, as that provided by a Personal Digital 
Assistant (PDA). 

[0002] The term mobile is used in the sense that it 
describes a device, Which is not ?xed in any one geographi 
cal location but moves location over time. Such devices may 
be portable and/or may be temporarily or permanently 
attached to any moveable object, such as a vehicle, person 
or animal. With such devices being moveable, and thus not 
alWays located near an external poWer supply, these devices 
often incorporate a built-in poWer supply, Which Would 
require periodic recharging and/or replacement. Neverthe 
less, in certain cases, a mobile location device may be 
temporarily or permanently driven by an external poWer 
supply, such as mains poWer or a vehicle battery in the case 
of a mobile location device permanently ?xed to a vehicle 
and arranged to obtain poWer from the vehicle battery. All 
such forms of devices are Within the scope of the present 
invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] In a ?rst aspect, the present invention provides a 
mobile location device comprising geographical location 
means to provide device geographical location information 
and motion detection means to detect motion of the device, 
Wherein the geographical location means is arranged to 
provide device geographical location information according 
to Whether motion of the mobile location device is detected 
by the motion detecting means. As the provision of geo 
graphical location information consumes poWer, associating 
the provision of location information according to Whether 
motion of the device is detected reduces poWer consump 
tion. The invention advantageously updates location infor 
mation based on movement, When changes in location are 
likely to be the greatest, and When the device is likely to be 
in use. Thus, the present invention avoids location informa 
tion updates When there is little or no movement i.e. location 
information updates are rationed. 

[0004] The motion detection means may comprise one or 
more motion sensors con?gured to detect changes in tilt/ 
yaW/horiZontal/vertical/rotational position individually, in 
multiples or in combination. 

[0005] The motion detection means may comprise means 
to detect changes in device geographical location. This may 
be by having comparison means to compare a previous 
geographical location With the current geographical location 
to determine Whether changes in geographical location have 
occurred. Changes of geographical location may be hori 
Zontal, vertical or a combination thereof. 

[0006] The motion detection means may be con?gured to 
detect any changes in motion, or may be con?gured to detect 
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changes in motion above a threshold level. Embodiments 
detecting threshold level of changes Will further reduce 
poWer consumption by associating the provision of geo 
graphical location information, and thus poWer consump 
tion, With major, and not minor, changes. 

[0007] The device may be con?gured to provide device 
geographical location information immediately upon the 
detection of device motion. 

[0008] Preferably, the device comprises control means 
arranged to monitor device motion detected by the motion 
detection means over successive time periods and control 
the operation of the geographical location means in response 
to Whether device motion has been detected over one, or a 
combination of more than one, successive time period. The 
same, or different, time period(s) may be used. 

[0009] Preferably, the control means is con?gured to con 
trol the operation of the geographical location means to 
provide device geographical location information at the end 
of one or more of the time periods. Thus, rather than provide 
location information immediately on the detection of 
motion, this embodiment of the present invention monitors 
motion over a period of time, and at the end of the time 
period provides geographical location information. Accord 
ingly, the provision of geographical location information is 
delayed to the end of the time period, resulting in feWer 
times When location information is provided, and thus an 
overall reduction in poWer consumption. 

[0010] The control means may be con?gured to use a ?rst 
time period When device motion has been detected and a 
second time period When device motion is not detected. 
Thus, it Would be possible to, for example, provide device 
geographical location information at 15-minute intervals 
Whenever the device is in motion, and at 1-Week intervals 
When the device is not moving. Such an embodiment may be 
modi?ed to provide device location information immedi 
ately upon detection of device motion and then again at one 
regular time interval during the detection of continued 
motion, and at a reduced time interval upon subsequent 
detection of no motion. 

[0011] In a preferred embodiment, the control means may 
be con?gured to operate the geographical location means at 
regular intervals regardless of Whether device motion has 
been detected. Preferably, the control means is con?gured to 
operate the geographical location means at regular intervals 
upon detection of no motion by the motion detection means 
over a particular time period. 

[0012] Thus, geographical location information is pro 
vided even if the device has been motionless for a period of, 
for example, 1-Week. In such a case, the control means may 
be further con?gured to provide information on the opera 
tive state of the device eg Whether it is still Working or 
device battery life status. This operative state information 
may be sent in the form of a Short Message Service (SMS) 
message, Which may be sent back to the device to notify the 
user or to a third party terminal. The mobile location device 
may be con?gured to provide operative state information at 
regular intervals, regardless of Whether device motion has 
been detected. 

[0013] Preferably, the mobile location device comprises 
programming means to alloW the control means time periods 
to be set, for example, by a user of the device. The 
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programming means may be a keypad on the device. HoW 
ever, the programming may be done via an external acces 
sory such as a keyboard, or via any other terminal equipment 
that can access the device. Such terminals can be, for 
example, mobile phones or PCs. The device may be con 
?gured such that programming commands may be given by 
using softWare that is speci?c to the operating system of the 
device, or by using SMS messages. 

[0014] The mobile location device may be arranged such 
that the association betWeen the means to provide device 
geographical location information and the motion detection 
means can be activated and/or deactivated. Thus, it Will be 
possible to sWitch on/off the link betWeen the provision of 
location information and motion. This may be by operation 
of actuation means, preferably located on the mobile loca 
tion device. In a preferred embodiment, the control means is 
arranged to activate/deactivate the geographical location 
means according to Whether motion of the device has been 
detected. This Would, of course, be activation of the means 
to provide device geographical location information upon 
detection of motion, and deactivation upon detection of no 
motion, or motion beloW a particular threshold level. 

[0015] In a preferred embodiment, the control means is 
arranged to control the operation of the geographical loca 
tion means to obtain current device geographical informa 
tion upon detection of device motion by the motion detect 
ing means. Thus, up-to-date location information Will be 
provided When the device is in motion. Preferably, the 
control means is con?gured to control the operation of the 
geographical location means to obtain current geographical 
location information at a reduced frequency When device 
motion is not detected by the motion detecting means. 

[0016] Mobile location devices may comprise Wireless 
transmission means to obtain the current geographical loca 
tion information of the device. In one embodiment, the 
geographical location means comprises Wireless transmis 
sion means and Wherein the device is arranged such that the 
operation of the Wireless transmission means to obtain the 
current geographical location information is based on detec 
tion of motion by the motion detection means. Obtaining the 
current geographical location of the device consumes poWer, 
and by further associating the obtaining of the current 
geographical location information With motion of the 
device, this embodiment of the present invention reduces 
poWer consumption. Furthermore, this association of the 
operation of the Wireless transmission means Would free up 
valuable bandWidth With Wireless transmissions being 
rationed. Again, any motion, or motion above a threshold 
level, may be used to trigger the operation of the Wireless 
transmission means to obtain the geographical location 
information. 

[0017] The provision of geographical location information 
may be to a user of the device. In such a case, the geo 
graphical location means may comprise user display means 
to display geographical location information to a user of the 
device. The geographical location means may comprise 
sound means to provide geographical location information 
to a user of the device. The geographical location means may 
comprise both user display and sound means. 

[0018] The provision of device geographical location 
information may be to a third party. In such a case, the 
geographical location means Would be arranged to provide 
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the geographical location information to a third party ter 
minal. This Would preferably be done by Wireless transmis 
sion means incorporated into the mobile location device. 
Advantageously, this embodiment Would free up bandWidth 
by having Wireless third party transmissions betWeen the 
mobile location device and the third party terminal associ 
ated With motion of the mobile location device. This 
embodiment Would also reduce overall poWer consumption, 
not only of the mobile location device but also of the third 
party terminal. The mobile location device may be arranged 
such that the same Wireless transmission means obtains the 
current geographical location information and provides the 
current geographical location information to a third party 
terminal, or at least that both the Wireless transmission 
means share some common components. 

[0019] The geographical location means may be arranged 
to provide geographical location information to a third party 
terminal by transmissions directly betWeen a third party 
terminal and the mobile location device, or indirectly via a 
communications netWork. The third party terminal may be 
another mobile location device or may be an access point 
device of a Wireless local area netWork (WLAN), a cellular 
basestation, or other netWork device. 

[0020] The geographical location means may be arranged 
to provide device geographical location information to a 
third party terminal and/or to the user of the mobile location 
device. Alternatively, the geographical location means may 
be arranged to solely provide geographical location infor 
mation to a third party terminal/device. So, for example, in 
the case of the provision of information solely to a third 
party terminal, the mobile location device Would not nec 
essarily require a user display means. Such a device Would 
have particular security applications in, for example, track 
ing the movement of ex-convicts on parole. Furthermore, if 
such a mobile location device Was attached to a precious 
article, the geographical location of the device, and thus the 
precious article, could be monitored from a remote terminal, 
preferably a mobile terminal such as a cellular telephone. 
This may be conveniently done using Internet transmission 
paths. 

[0021] In a further embodiment, the device may be con 
?gured to receive location dependent information content 
from a third party terminal to Which device geographical 
location information has been provided by the geographical 
location means. Such a mobile location device Would pref 
erably comprise Wireless transmission means arranged to 
receive the location dependent information and sound and/or 
display means to provide this location dependent informa 
tion to the user. Examples of such location dependent 
information may be directions/distance to a particular place 
from the present location, and/or retail offers from retail 
outlets in the vicinity of the present location i.e. so called 
“value added services”. 

[0022] Satellite (e.g. Global Position System (GPS), 
Assisted Global Positioning System (A-GPS)) or cellular 
based (e.g. Cell-ID, Enhanced Observed Time Difference 
(E-OTD), RTT/IP-DL) location technologies can be the 
means to provide device geographical location information, 
and in appropriate embodiment, location dependent infor 
mation content. BluetoothTM technology may also be used to 
provide such information. The mobile location devices 
according to the present invention may use any of these 
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technologies singly or in combination, and any future devel 
opments in location technology. However, cellular and Blue 
toothTM based technologies have the distinct advantage over 
GPS technology in that they also provide an uplink channel 
Which can be used to send the device geographical location 
information to other remote terminals/sources. 

[0023] Preferred embodiments of the present invention 
Will use technology Which provides one or more uplink 
transmission channels. In a preferred embodiment, the 
mobile location device is a cellular device, and the geo 
graphical location means provides device geographical 
information by connecting to cellular netWork device. 

[0024] The mobile location device may be con?gured to 
itself comprise the location technology. HoWever, the device 
may be con?gured to obtain geographical location informa 
tion by accessing location technology incorporated in a 
neighbouring terminal or device. For eXample, as Well as 
location determination from pre-programmed beacons or 
access point devices, a mobile location device according to 
the present invention, such as a PDA, could access the GPS 
technology in a neighbouring phone or vehicle to obtain the 
approXimate geographical location information of the 
device. Thus, the mobile location devices of the present 
invention have at least the ability to obtain device geo 
graphical location information, if not from speci?c location 
technology incorporated Within the device then by using 
location technology located in neighbouring terminals or 
devices. 

[0025] In the particular case of mobile location devices 
With a portable in-built poWer supply, such as a battery, the 
reduced poWer consumption increases battery life and 
accordingly increases device-operating life. The reduced 
poWer consumption also reduces the requirement to recharge 
or replace the battery, and thus the frequency of battery 
rechargements/replacements is reduced. 

[0026] In certain cases, the mobile location device may 
comprise a rechargeable poWer supply. Such poWer supplies 
are knoWn to only be rechargeable a ?nite number of times 
before they become ineffective. Accordingly, by reducing 
the recharging frequency, the present invention increases the 
overall operating life of such rechargeable poWer supplies. 

[0027] In a second aspect, the present invention provides 
a method of operating a mobile location device comprising 
detecting device motion by using device motion detection 
means, and using device geographical location means to 
provide device geographical location information in 
response to detection of motion of the mobile location 
device by the motion detecting means. 

[0028] Methods of operating a mobile location device 
having one or more, or combinations thereof, of the pre 
ferred features according to the ?rst aspect of the invention, 
mutatis mutandis, can equally be applied to the second 
aspect of the invention and are also Within the scope of the 
present invention. 

[0029] In a third aspect, the present invention provides a 
method of operating a mobile location device comprising 
obtaining, using device Wireless transmission means, device 
geographical location information according to detection of 
device motion. 

[0030] Methods of operating a mobile location device 
having one or more, or combinations thereof, of the pre 
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ferred features according to the ?rst aspect of the invention, 
mutatis mutandis, can be equally applied to the third aspect 
of the invention and are also Within the scope of the present 
invention. 

[0031] In a fourth aspect, the present invention provides a 
method of providing location-based information content to a 
mobile location device by providing device geographical 
location information according to detection of motion of the 
device. 

[0032] Methods of providing location based information 
content to a mobile location device having one or more, or 
combinations thereof, of the preferred features according to 
the ?rst aspect of the invention, mutatis mutandis, can be 
equally applied to the fourth aspect of the invention and are 
also Within the scope of the present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0033] Speci?c embodiments of the invention Will noW be 
described With reference to the folloWing Figures in Which: 

[0034] FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of one embodi 
ment of a mobile location device according to the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

[0035] Take the speci?c case of a mobile location device 
in the form of a location tag 10. The tag 10 is a device meant 
to be attached to any movable object and to give information 
of its geographical location. The location tag 10 is a cellular 
device, Whose purpose is to be located through an applicable 
cellular location-based technology. This location tag 10 is 
meant to be used eg for vehicles, boats, pets, or even large, 
movable belongings Where the location tag 10 can prefer 
ably be hidden. In one preferred embodiment, the oWner of 
a vehicle, for eXample, can oversee the Whereabouts of 
his/her vehicle using a mobile communications device, such 
as a cellular telephone. The location can be conveniently 
tracked by vieWing a geographical map displayed on, for 
eXample a Nokia CommunicatorTM or a Personal Computer, 
upon Which is displayed the current location of the tag 10. 

[0036] The location tag 10 is shoWn schematically in FIG. 
1. It comprises control circuitry 20 arranged to receive tag 
motion information detected by the motion sensor 30. The 
control circuitry 20 is also arranged to control the operation 
of the geographical location circuitry 40, this circuitry 
providing the geographical location of the tag 10. Conve 
niently, the geographical location circuitry 40 may be part of 
the cellular circuitry 50, via Which transmission betWeen the 
tag 10 and the cellular netWork takes place. 

[0037] The control circuitry 20 is con?gured to monitor 
the tag motion information provided by the motion sensor 
30. Upon detection of tag motion, the control circuitry 20 is 
con?gured to activate the geographical location circuitry 40. 
The control circuitry 20 is arranged to keep the geographical 
location circuitry 40 activated during continued motion and 
deactivated during periods of rest. Furthermore, regardless 
of the tag motion information provided by the motion sensor 
30, the control circuitry 20 is arranged to activate the 
geographical location circuitry 40 at de?ned intervals. The 
control circuitry 20 is also programmable so that the periods 
of activation of the geographical location circuitry 40 can be 
changed. So, for eXample, rather than activating the geo 
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graphical location circuitry 40 continuously during tag 
motion, the control circuitry 20 can be programmed to 
activate the geographical location circuitry 40 at 15-minute 
intervals. 

[0038] When using GPS technology, the geographical 
location circuitry 40 obtains the particular location informa 
tion of the tag 10 from a satellite, and uses the cellular 
circuitry to send this information to a cellular netWork 
device, via an uplink transmission channel. The cellular 
netWork device then accesses geographical location based 
information content associated With the particular location 
of the tag 10. This information is stored in a netWork 
database. The associated geographical location based infor 
mation content is then transmitted to the location tag 10. 
Advantageously, the netWork device may check user pref 
erences stored on the netWork device to aid in the selection 
of user relevant location based information content, prior to 
this information being sent to the location tag 10. 

[0039] HoWever, in the case of the tag 10 only using 
cellular technology, activation of the geographical location 
circuitry 40 Would enable it to communicate With the 
cellular netWork devices and alloW the netWork to identify 
the location of the tag 10 using triangulation of the tag 10 via 
netWork basestations. Location based information content 
may be provided as before. The geographical location cir 
cuitry 40 may also, or separate to processing carried out by 
the netWork to determine geographical location of the tag 10, 
process data provided via the netWork to determine the 
geographical location of the tag 10. 

1. A mobile location device comprising geographical 
location means to provide device geographical location 
information and motion detection means to detect motion of 
the device, Wherein the geographical location means is 
arranged to provide device geographical location informa 
tion according to Whether motion of the mobile location 
device is detected by the motion detecting means. 

2. Amobile location device according to claim 1, Wherein 
the motion detection means comprises one or more motion 
sensors con?gured to detect changes in tilt/yaW/horiZontal/ 
vertical/rotational position individually, in multiples, or in 
combination. 

3. Amobile location device according to claim 1, Wherein 
the motion detection means comprises means to detect 
changes in device geographical location. 

4. Amobile location device according to claim 3, Wherein 
the means is a comparison means arranged to compare a 
previous geographical location With the current geographi 
cal location to determine Whether changes in geographical 
location have occurred. 

5. Amobile location device according to claim 4, Wherein 
the changes of geographical location detected are horiZontal, 
vertical or a combination thereof. 

6. Amobile location device according to claim 1, Wherein 
the motion detection means is con?gured to detect changes 
in motion above a threshold level. 

7. A mobile location device according to claim 1, the 
device comprises control means arranged to monitor device 
motion detected by the motion detection means over suc 
cessive time periods and control the operation of the geo 
graphical location means in response to Whether device 
motion has been detected over one, or a combination of 
more than one, successive time period. 
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8. Amobile location device according to claim 7, Wherein 
the device comprises control means arranged to control 
operation of the geographical location means to provide 
device geographical location information at the end of one 
or more of the time periods. 

9. Amobile location device according to claim 7, Wherein 
the control means is con?gured to use a ?rst time period 
When device motion has been detected and a second time 
period When device motion is not detected. 

10. A mobile location device according to claim 9, 
Wherein the device is arranged to provide device location 
information immediately upon detection of device motion 
and then again at one regular time interval during the 
detection of continued motion, and at a reduced time interval 
upon subsequent detection of no motion. 

11. A mobile location device according to claim 1, 
Wherein the control means is con?gured to operate the 
geographical location means at regular intervals regardless 
of Whether device motion has been detected. 

12. A mobile location device according to claim 7, 
Wherein the control means is con?gured to operate the 
geographical location means at regular intervals upon detec 
tion of no motion by the motion detection means over a 
particular time period. 

13. A mobile location device according to claim 12, 
Wherein the control means is con?gured to provide infor 
mation on the operative state of the device. 

14. A mobile location device according to claim 13, 
Wherein the operative state information is transmitted at 
regular intervals, regardless of Whether device motion has 
been detected. 

15. A mobile location device according to claim 1, 
Wherein the mobile location device is arranged such that the 
association betWeen the means to provide device geographi 
cal location information and the motion detection means can 
be activated and/or deactivated. 

16. A mobile location device according to claim 7, 
Wherein the control means is arranged to activate/deactivate 
the geographical location means according to Whether 
motion of the device has been detected. 

17. A mobile location device according to claim 7, 
Wherein the control means is arranged to control the opera 
tion of the geographical location means to obtain current 
device geographical information upon detection of device 
motion by the motion detecting means. 

18. A mobile location device according to claim 7, 
Wherein the control means is con?gured to control the 
operation of the geographical location means to obtain 
current geographical location information at a reduced fre 
quency When device motion is not detected by the motion 
detecting means. 

19. A mobile location device according to claim 1, 
Wherein the geographical location means comprises Wireless 
transmission means and Wherein the device is arranged such 
that the operation of the Wireless transmission means to 
obtain the current geographical location information is based 
on detection of motion by the motion detection means. 

20. A mobile location device according to claim 1, 
Wherein the device is con?gured to receive location depen 
dent information content from a third party terminal to 
Which device geographical location information has been 
provided by the geographical location means. 

21. A mobile location device according to claim 1, 
Wherein the geographical location means is arranged to 
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obtain geographical location information by accessing loca 
tion technology incorporated in a neighbouring terminal or 
device. 

22. A method of operating a mobile location device 
comprising detecting device motion by using device motion 
detection means, and using device geographical location 
means to provide device geographical location information 
in response to detection of motion of the mobile location 
device by the motion detecting means. 
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23. A method of operating a mobile location device 
comprising obtaining, using device Wireless transmission 
means, device geographical location information according 
to detection of device motion. 

24. A method of providing location-based information 
content to a mobile location device by providing device 
geographical location information according to detection of 
motion of the device. 

* * * * * 


